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DEDICATION 
THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO MY BELOVED LORD RAM 


Nothing that I write is of my own creation. It is the Lord who is getting it done. So I 
deserve no credit. However, being an ordinary man like the rest of us, I may have 
committed errors, and for those I beg forgiveness. I hope this book will help to continue 
the great tradition of singing the glories of the different aspects of same indivisible one 
Divinity in order to meet diverse needs of the Soul, the Spirit, one such being to find 
peace and happiness amidst the surrounding turmoil of the world by being able to spend 
some time in the thoughts of the Divine Being, the same ‘Parmatma’, the same Lord 
known by different names in different tongues. 


No creature is perfect; it’s foolhardy to claim so. The best of paintings cannot replace the 
original; the best of words cannot express the original emotions and sentiments. Even the 
Lord was not satisfied by one flower or one butterfly—he went on endlessly evolving and 
designing newer forms. So, I have done my best, I have poured out my being in these 
books. Honestly, I am totally incompetent—it was the Lord who had done the actual 
writing and had moved my fingers as if they were merely an instrument in his divine 
hands. But nonetheless, it's a tribute to the Lord's glory that he does not take the credit 
himself, but bestows it to them whom he loves as his very own. And to be *his very own? 
is indeed an unmatched honour. However, I still beg forgiveness for all omissions, 
commissions and transgressions on my part that I may have inadvertently made. It's the 
Lord's glories that I sing, rejoice in, write on and think of to the best of my ability. I hope 
my readers will also absorb the divine fragrance effusing from the flowers representing 
the Lord's books, enjoy the ambrosia pouring out of them and marvel at the Lord's 
stupendous glories. 


I submit this effort at holy feet of my beloved Lord Ram whom even Lord Shiva had 
revered and worshipped. And surely of course to Lord Hanuman who was a manifestation 
of Shiva himself. Finding no words to express my profound gratitude to Ram, I just wish 
to remain quiet, and let my silence do the speaking and praying on my behalf. 


I hope the reader will find my book useful and interesting. Since English is an 
international language, this book will help the English speaking world to access this 
masterpiece of classical Indian scriptural text. 


“He leadeth me! O blessed tho't! 

O words with heav'nly comfort fraught! 
What-e'er I do, wher-e'er I be, 

Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me!” [A Hymn.] 


Ajai Kumar Chhawchharia 
Author 


An Anthology 


UPANISHADS DEDICATED TO LORD RAM 


And THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 


[Ram Purva & Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Sita Upanishad, Mukti 
Upanishad, & Kalisantaran Upanishad. 


Original Text, Roman Transliteration and verse-by-verse Hindi & English Rendering, 
with Notes & Explanations. ] 


PREFACE 


*OM salutations! The renowned and most holy Lord Sri Ramchandra is verily the Lord 
God (Bhagwan) himself personified. He is an embodiment of eternal, absolute, supreme 
and pure bliss, beatitude, felicity, contentedness and happiness. He is the non-dual cosmic 
supreme Soul. He is the most exalted and supreme Brahm, the Supreme Being 
personified, as well as is an embodiment of the three lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and 
Swaha. I certainly bow before Sri Ramchandra repeatedly and most reverentially." (Ram 
Uttar Tapini Upanishad, canto 5, verse no.47.) 


“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the 
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, you are God (Psalm, 19/1-2). For the Lord is 
the great God, and the great king above all Gods (Psalm, 95/3). He is the Lordour God 
(Psalm, 105/7). 


"You who are the confidence of all ends of the earth, and the far-off seas; who 
established the mountains by his strength, being clothed with power. You, who still the 
noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the people. You make the 
outgoings of the morning and the evenings rejoice. You visit the earth and the water it. 
You greatly enrich it. You provide their grain. You water its ridges abundantly. You 
settle its furrows, and make it soft with showers, you bless its growth. You crown the 
year with your goodness and your paths drip with abundance—they drop on the pastures 
of the wilderness and the little hills rejoice on every side (Psalm, 65/5-12). 


“How awesome are your works, through the greatness of your power. He turned the sea 
into dry land. He rules by his power for ever (Psalm, 66/3, 6, 7). Let heaven and earth 
praise him—the seas and everything that moves in them (Psalm, 69/34). 


The Lord is His name (Jeremiah, 33/2; Isaiah, 48/2; Amos, 4/13). 

I will praise thy name, o Lord, for it is good (Psalms, 54/6). 

Magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together (Psalms, 34/3). 
Let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee (Psalms, 5/11). 


For out heart shall rejoice in him because we have trusted in his holy name (Psalms, 
33/21). 


* Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to 
you’ (the holy Bible, gospel of St. Matthew, 7/7), ‘wherefore he saith—awake thou that 
sleepest, and come from the dead and Christ (Lord) shall give you light’ (the holy Bible, 
Ephesians, 5/14)." 
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This Holy Book is a unique Anthology in English containing all the principal Upanishads 
on the theme of Lord Sri Ram and Sita. This Book has the original texts with their Roman 
Transliteration, which is followed by verse-by-verse Hindi & English rendering alongside 
explanations and notes. 


Lord Ram is a personified form of the Supreme Being, the Parmatma, known universally 
by the name of ‘Brahm’ in the Upanishads. Lord Ram is also an incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu who is known as the *Viraat Purush' in the Purans and other sacred scripture, as 
he is the almighty and supreme Lord of creation, the Lord who has a cosmic form that 
surpasses imagination and defies all measurement, encompassing the entire creation and 
pervading every part and pore of it in a uniform way as the ‘Consciousness’ that is a 
synonym of ‘life’ in this creation. 


The Upanishads are primarily focused on describing the metaphysical, theological and 
spiritual aspects of the divine form of the Lord. 


This Book has all the six Upanishads that are related to Lord Ram. They are the 
following: (i) Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad; (ii) Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad; (iii) Ram 
Rahasya Upanishad; (iv) Sita Upanishad; (v) Mukti Upanishad; and (vi) Kalisantaran 
Upanishad. 


At the end of the Book three appendices are added: viz. (i) ‘What is an Upanishad’, (ii) 
‘Selected verses from the Upanishads’, and (iii) The Key to Transliteration and 
Pronunciation. The *Worship Instrument” used in formal ritualistic worship has also been 
included at the end. 


All the original Sanskrit verses have been quoted along with their verse-by-verse Roman 
Transliteration, and corresponding Hindi & English rendering in simple flowing language 
that is accompanied by explanatory notes wherever necessary. 


Now, let us have a bird's eye-view of the different Upanishads included in this Book. 


Chapter 1: The first Chapter is the *Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad' of the Atharva Veda 
tradition. This Upanishad is in the Atharva Veda and has five Cantos. It highlights in fine 
details the various connotations of Sri Ram's holy names, enumerates his ethereal, 
eclectic and divine form, his Mantras and the Pooja instrument used for his ritualistic 
worship (Canto 1-2), the concept of the entire cosmos being inclusive in the worship of 
Sri Ram (Canto 3), the details of the ‘Ram Mantra’, step by step construction of *Ram's 
Pooja instrument”, the process of doing Japa and meditation with its use, a brief outline of 
Ramayan (Canto 4) and the process of ritualistic worship of Sri Ram using the worship 
instrument (Canto 5). The remarkable aspect of this Upanishad is that (a) it resembles the 
practice of ritualistic form of formal worship of the chosen deity as envisioned in the 
Vedas, and (b) it establishes the fact that the worship of Sri Ram, albeit through the 
medium of a ‘Talisman’ (a charm instrument), is synonymous with worshipping all the 
Gods at once; this single worship is all-inclusive and it comprehensively serves to honour 
all the Gods instead of worshipping them separately. 

The step by step construction of Sri Ram's worship instrument, called the ‘Ram 
Yantra’, as described in Canto 4, and the ritualistic steps for its worship, as described in 
Canto 5, have been depicted with the help of line sketches so that the reader is able to 
follow each of the steps involved in the construction of the *Ram Yantra' as well as its 
consecration and usage. All Mantras and their subtle meanings, their patron Gods, their 
root/seed words have also been explained. 


Chapter 2: The second Chapter of the book is the equally fascinating but highly 
metaphysical and philosophical Upanishad on Sri Ram called *Ram Uttar Tapini 
Upanishad'. It describes how Sri Ram is synonymous with the supreme transcendental 
Brahm, how his divine name is akin to the cosmic divine and ethereal word ‘OM’, and 
why it is the provider of emancipation and salvation to the creature (Canto 1-2), the 
reason why Sri Ram's Mantra is called ‘Tarak’ (liberator and deliverer) (Canto 3), the 
importance of Kashi (Varanasi) and how Shiva gives 'Mukti' (emancipation and 
salvation) to a dying man there (Canto 1 and 4), and finally the forty-seven gloriously 
magnificent, spiritually powerful and eternally divine Mantras of Sri Ram (Canto 5). 


Chapter 3: The third Chapter is ‘Ram Rahasya Upanishad’ also belongs to the Atharva 
Veda tradition, and it is reminiscent of the Ram's other two Upanishads as described in 
Chapters 1 and 2. This has been expounded and enunciated by Hanuman, considered as 
the greatest and wisest expert in and exponent of the spiritual, metaphysical and 
theological principals pertaining to the divinity of Lord Ram as a manifestation of Brahm 
who is the ultimate Truth and the supreme transcendental Being in creation. This 
Upanishad has five Cantos. Canto 1 emphasizes that the hymns composed by Lord Ram's 
devotees has the same spiritual value as those of the scriptures. Canto 2 is a magnificent 


treatise elaborately describing the various ethereal, divine and eclectic Mantras of Lord 
Ram, starting from the one with a single letter right up to the one with a long chain of 
words, numbering forty seven, and it goes on to elucidate upon their metaphysical, 
theological and spiritual importance and significance. Canto 3 describes the construction 
of the *Ram Pooja Yantra', and presents two variations of it. It is to be compared with the 
one described in Chapter 1—Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad. Canto 4 describes how to 
methodically worship Lord Ram with his Mantras so that real benefit can be derived form 
such exercises. And finally, Canto 5 describes the divinity, holiness and unique eclectic 
values of Ram's Mantras as the ultimate and final remedy for all spiritual ailments of the 
creature; these Mantras have stupendous spiritual powers and potentials, and can deliver 
the soul from the tormenting quagmire of delusions and ignorance in which it has been 
trapped, and provide it with emancipation and salvation. So in essence this third chapter 
is almost a mirror image of the earlier two chapters. 


Chapter 4: The fourth Chapter has another magnificent and fascinating Upanishad called 
‘Mukti Upanishad’ which is part of the Shukla Yajur Veda tradition. It has two elaborate 
Cantos in the pattern of a conversation between Sri Ram and Hanuman. Canto | details, 
inter alia, the importance and glory of Vedanta, classifies the Upanishads according to 
their respective Vedas, enumerates different types of Muktis in detail, and outlines the 
eligibility criterion of an aspirant to learn the Upanishads. Canto 2 is exclusively 
dedicated to the liberation of the soul from this humdrum world, a process called 
Mukti— it describes the concept in detail, the methods to accomplish it, the obstacles in 
its path in the form of various negative traits such as Vasanas (worldly passions, lusts, 
yearnings and desires) and Virttis (the inherent temperaments and tendencies that are 
integral character of a creature) etc., how to overcome them, as well as the concepts of 
Samadhi, Gyan etc. in great detail. 


Chapter 5: The fifth Chapter is the ‘Kalisantaran Upanishad’. The briefest with only three 
verses, it prescribes the 16-letter well-known hymn ‘Hare Rama Hare Rama....' as the 
panacea-Mantra which can be set to various tunes and melodiously sung in groups. This 
was the chant used by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, said to be the legendary incarnation of 
Lord Vishnu to establish the importance of doing Kirtan (community or group chanting 
of the Lord’s holy names as a means of spiritual liberation and deliverance) with devotion 
and ecstasy amongst the masses. 


Chapter 6: This magnificent anthology of Upanishads devoted to the theme of Lord Ram 
would be incomplete without the Upanishad devoted to the divine cosmic energy 
representing the stupendous powers of the supreme transcendental Lord known as Brahm 
and who has manifested as Ram. So, the fifth Chapter is devoted to ‘Sita’, the Lord’s 
divine consort during his worldly sojourn, but who is a manifestation or a personification 
of those magnificent Shaktis or cosmic powers, the dynamism and potentials of the Lord 
by which he has conceived, developed, sustained, protected, and finally concludes the 
entire creation when the time is up. 

Hence, Chapter 6 is the wonderful ‘Sita Uanishad’ of the Atharva Veda tradition 
dedicated to Goddesses Sita, the personification of the cosmic powers, called the various 
Shaktis that have been at the root of the entire creation, its birth, its sustenance and its 


conclusion. Besides emphasizing the holiness and divinity of Sita and expounding upon 
her all-inclusive ethereal, cosmic and esoteric form, this Upanishad tells us about the 
origin of the Vedas and their classification alongside their branches and the 
supplementary texts that constitute the entire body of the scriptures of the Hindus. 


At the end of the Book there are three appendices as follows:-- 


Appendix 1: *What is an Upanishad'. This appendix, as its title indicates, tells the reader 
the principal purpose of the Upanishads, their core philosophy, and their fundamental 
nature. It also lists the various ways in which the ‘Upanishads can be classified’ based on 
their central themes, or the way one would like to read and understand them based on 
one's needs and mode of approach. 


Appendix 2: "Selected verses from the Upanishads'. This appendix gives a glimpse of the 
excellent spiritual and metaphysical philosophy of the Upanishads in general by quoting a 
wide selection of verses that are culled from a broad spectrum of the Upanishads from all 
the Vedas. 


Appendix 3: It gives a brief Key to Transliteration and Pronunciation of the Sanskrit 
verses in English. 


The special feature of this Book is that it contains the full Sanskrit Text of the 
Upanishads, which is followed by verse-by-verse Roman Transliteration, Hindi version 
of the Text, and then the English rendering that is enhanced by elaborate notes and 
explanations. 


This said, the spiritual seeker will find this Book an extremely useful and helpful 
compendium because it brings all the important Upanishads dedicated to Lord Ram, who 
was an incarnation of the Supreme Being on earth in the form of a human being, under 
one single cover. 


Verily, life is a long as well as a short journey for us. Long in the sense that a man gets 
ample time to do what is expected or required of him, and short because it has to be done 
without any waste of time, without running aimlessly hither and thither, frittering 
precious time away. We have to be laser-focused on our target in order to optimize the 
limited time frame that we have, for the wheel of time is running at a fast pace and life is 
exhausting its store of energy and time allotted to it by the Creator. 


As far as I am concerned, Lord Ram is the only aim and objective of all endeavours in 
life; the Lord is the only spiritual destination, the only subject worth talking about, 
discussing, reading and contemplating upon; the Lord is the only entity worth for our 
eyes to see, for our ears to hear about, for our tongues to speak of, for our mind to think 
and focus on, and for our heart to love and be devoted to—if we ever honestly wish and 
expect to have our own good and welfare, not only in this mortal world but also in the 
world that goes beyond this existing one. 


And forsooth, this is the primary motivating factor which made me devote my time and 
energy in writing this Book on Lord Ram's Upanishads, as this for me was like doing 
meditation on the Lord's divine form, and offering my respects and affection to the Lord 
whom I love from the deepest core of my heart. It not only gave me a sense of immense 
fulfilment, of immense satisfaction for a time well spent, but it also helped me to make 
available to the world, in a language that is modern and understood by the major section 
of the society in general, the eclectic, the excellent and the pristine pure spiritual and 
metaphysical philosophy contained in these selected Upanishads on the theme of *Lord 
Ram', which were hitherto unavailable to the world due to the language barrier as none of 
these Upanishads had been rendered in English earlier. I regard this as a humble service 
that I was fortunate enough to do for Lord Ram. 


Really and honestly, thinking about Lord Ram and remembering him silently is, for me at 
least, the only remedy that gives peace and tranquility to the heart and rest to the mind; it 
is the only cure I find for all the miseries and torments associated with the tumultuous life 
in this mundane world. Indeed, to draw a parallel, from the many alternative remedies 
available in the chemist's shop for the malaise afflicting the soul, this is the only remedy 
that suits me, and I hope it will also suit all the devotees of Lord Sri Ram too. 


Writing this Book has helped me to remember my beloved Ram in more ways than one, 
for it involved all the faculties of the mind and the body. It helped me to concentrate my 
mind and its faculties on a subject that is divine and holy, and pull it away from the 
quagmire known as the world. It helped me to calm my heart and control the vagrant 
nature of the sense organs of the body. 


There are some excellent verses in the Holy Bible which I would like to quote in 
order to summarize the emotions and thoughts that evolved in my mind during the 
preparation of this wonderful Book on Lord Ram's Upanishads. Here they are:-- 


"Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth (i.e., trusts them, 
implements them), I will take him unto a wise man which (who) built his home upon a 
rock’ (Bible, gospel of St. Matthew, 7/24). Then, such a person becomes ‘ye are the light 
of the world’ (Bible, St. Matthew, 5/14), obtain eternal life and bliss— ‘I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish’ (Bible, gospel of St. John, 10/28), find 
salvation— ‘the Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants’ (psalms, 34/22), and such a 
person becomes one with the Lord— ‘believe me that I am in the father and the father in 
me’ (Bible, gospel of St. John, 14/11). This is the final aim of all the Upanishads and 
other scriptures—to ignite or kindle self-realisation in the seeker/aspirant, and lead him 
on to his path to attain eternal spiritual happiness, bliss and peace. 

But remember, ‘I am not capable of anything. If He graciously accepts me, if He 
mercifully and benevolently empowers my eyes to see His divine form which is most 
beautiful, enthralling and incomparable in my own Atma or my pure-self (which is pure 
consciousness), I shall then consider my self as most blessed, most privileged, most 
obliged, most thankful and most fulfilled’ (Kathopanishad, 1/2/22). 

There is another point we must remember well while reading this holy collection 
of Upanishads and Stotras—and it is that whatever has been written in this book are not a 
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word of mine, ‘My doctrine is not mine, but ‘His’ that sent me; if any man will do his 
will, he shall know of the doctrine; for he that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory; 
but he that seeketh ‘His’ glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is 
in him' (Bible, Gospel of St. John, 7/17-18). 


Finally I must say that I am merely a humble and incompetent Pen in the Divine Hand of 
Lord Ram, and so I just did as mandated by the Lord, writing as the Lord wished, and 
hence no credit worth its name accrues to me in any way imaginable. I do not deserve 
even a fleeting word of praise; that would be utterly wrong and misplaced. 


I humbly present this book to my esteemed readers with a sincere request to excuse me 
for the errors of omission and commission, and this request is out of the depths of my 
heart. At the same time, I ask forgiveness from my beloved Lord Ram for all my in 
competencies and childishness by submitting before Him—‘Oh Lord! I have uttered what 
I did not understand, things too wonderful for me which I did not know? (Bible, Job 
42/2), but ‘must I not heed to speak what the Lord has put in my mouth?’ (Bible, 
Numbers 23/12), for *the Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and His word was on my tongue 
(when I spoke what I said)' (Bible, 2 Samuel 23/2). 

I also ask the Lord to forgive for my follies— *out of the depths, have I cried unto 
thee, oh Lord. Hear my voice. Let thine ears be attentive. If then, Lord, shouldest mark 
iniquities, oh Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with thee... for with the 
Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption' (Bible, psalm, 130/1-3). 


I write this Book as a means of my thanksgiving to my Lord—'Oh! Give thanks to the 
Lord! Call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples’ (Bible, 1 
Chronicles 16/8). For this purpose, I—‘Sing Psalms to Him; talk all His wondrous works! 
Glory in His holy name. Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the Lord! Seek the Lord 
and his strength, seek His face everyone. Remember His marvelous works which He has 
done; His wonders and the judgments of His mouth' (Bible, 1 Chronicles 16/8-12). 


Through this Holy Book written by me on His behest and as His pen, I *Sing to the Lord, 
all the earth; proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day. Declare His glory 
among Nations and His wonders among peoples. For the Lord is great, and greatly to be 
praised’ (Bible, 1 Chronicles 16/23-25), for ‘Honour and majesty are before Him; 
strength and gladness are in His place' (Bible, 1 Chronicles 16/27). 


I dedicate this book to Lord Ram who is my dearest of dear, my most beloved, the 
essence and purpose of my life and being, and for whom, and for whose pleasure, and on 
whose behest, and on whose divine mission, this book 1s dedicated. I am short of words 
to pray to my Lord Ram who is *The Lord, the Lord God, the merciful and gracious, long 
suffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
inequity and transgression and sin’. (Bible, Exodus, 34/6-7.) 


My heart springs out like a fountain of joy and ecstasy when I recall the following lines 
from the sacred texts of the Holy Bible—‘So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat 
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down and wept, and mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of 
heaven. And I said, ‘I pray, Lord God of heaven, O great and awesome God. You who 
keep Your covenant and mercy with those who /ove you and observe Your commandants. 
Please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open that You may hear the prayer of 
Your servant which I pray before you now, day and night’. (Bible, the Book of 
Nehemiah, 1/ 4-5.) 


I once again wish to express my sincere and most earnest feelings of deep and 
overwhelming gratitude for my beloved Lord Ram for whose love and service I have 
embarked on this adventurous journey, and I wish to thank the Lord from the deepest 
recesses of my heart for everything the Lord has done for me and provided me with, by 
humbly offering this short prayer by quoting the Holy Bible, for in all sooth I have no 
words of my own that would say what I wish to say, and so I rely on the sacred text to 
convey my feelings to the Lord as follows—‘Therefore, I will give thanks to you, Oh 
Lord—and sing praises to your name’ (Bible, 2 Samuel 22/50). ‘I rejoice in my Lord and 
am convinced that *the Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; the God of my 
strength, in Him I will trust (who is) my shield and the horn of my salvation, (who is) my 
stronghold and my refuge, (who is) my saviour----I will call upon the Lord, who is 
worthy to be praised, so I shall be saved---' (Bible, 2 Samuel 22/2-4). 


*In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried to my God. He heard my voice---and my 
cry entered his ears’ (Bible, 2 Samuel 22/7). ‘He brought me out into a broad place; He 
delivered me, because He delighted in me’ (Bible, 2 Samuel 22/20). And ‘You have also 
given me the shield of your salvation, and your gentleness has made me great. You 
enlarged my path under me, so my feet did not slip’ (Bible, 2 Samuel 22/36-37). So, ‘the 
Lord lives! Blessed be my Rock (of my emancipation and salvation, my liberation and 
deliverance). Let God be exalted, the Rock of my salvation’ (Bible, 2 Samuel 22/47). 


And, how the redeemed Spirit yearns to meet the Lord? Well, the answer is—‘For I know 
that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand (by me) at last on earth, and after my skin is 
destroyed (and I am dead by the body), this I know that in my flesh (Spirit) I shall see my 
God (Lord Ram), whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold and not another. 
How my heart yearns within me!” (Bible, Job 19/25-27). For has it not been said— The 
Lord is within you while you are with him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you” 
(Bible, 2 Chronicles 15/2). ‘But now ask the beasts, and they will teach you; and the birds 
of the air, and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you; and the fish 
of the sea will explain to you; who among all these does not know that the hand of the 
Lord has done all this, in whose hand is the life of every thing, and the breath of all 
mankind?’ (Bible, Job 12/7-10). 


“You, O Lord, are a shield for me, my glory and the One who lifts up my head. I cried to 
the Lord with my voice, and He heard me from His holy hill’. (Bible, Psalm, 3/3-4.) 
*Now, therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me Your way, that I 
may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight'. (Bible, Exodus, 33/13). The Lord 
said, "My presence will go with you, and 7 will give you rest’. (Bible, Exodus, 33/14). He 
(Moses) said, ‘Please show me Your glory’. (Bible, Exodus, 33/18). The Lord replied, ‘I 
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will make all my goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord 
before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will be compassionate to 
whom I will have compassion'. (Bible, Exodus, 33/19). 


*How long, O Lord, will You forget me forever? How long will You hide Your face from 
me? How long will I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? Consider 
and hear me, O Lord my God; enlighten my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death. Lest my 
enemy say, ‘I have prevailed against him’; lest those who trouble me rejoice when I am 
moved. But / have trusted in Your mercy; My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. 1 will 
sing to the Lord; because He has dealt bountifully with me’. (Bible, Psalm 13.) 


*Hear a just cause my Lord; attend to my cry; give ear to my prayer that is not from 
deceitful lips. Let my vindication come from Your presence; let Your eyes look on things 
that are upright. You have tested my heart; You have visited me in the night; You have 
tried me and found nothing; I have purposed that my mouth shall not transgress. I have 
kept myself from the path of the destroyer. Uphold my steps in Your paths; that my 
footsteps may not slip. I have called upon You for You will hear me, O God. Incline 
Your ear to me and hear my speech. Show Your marvelous loving kindness by Your right 
hand; O You who save those who trust in You. Keep me as the apple of Your eye; hide me 
under the shadow of Your wings.’ (Bible, Psalm, 17/1-8.) 


*The Lord redeems the soul of his servants and none of those who trust in him shall be 
condemned'. (Bible, Psalm 34/22). So, help me, oh Lord! *The Lord is my strength and 
my shield. My heart trusted in him and I am helped. Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, 
and with my song I will praise him'. (Bible, Psalm, 28/7). *To the end that my glory may 
sing praise to you and not be silent. Oh Lord my God, I will give thanks to you for ever'. 
(Bible, Psalm 30/12). 


I do not know how to conclude this submission and sufficiently thank the Lord God of 
my heart, and so wish to say something more to Lord Ram: “O Lord, ‘Have mercy upon 
me, o God, according to your loving kindness.... and cleanse me from my sins... wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than snow... create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
steadfast spirit in me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy 
Spirit from me... restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your 
generous Spirit (Bible, Psalm, 51/1-2, 7-8, 10-12). Deliver me out of the mire, and let me 
not sink... draw near to my soul and redeem it (Psalm, 69/14, 18). I am like a pelican of 
the wilderness; I am like owl of the desert; I lie awake, and am like a sparrow alone of the 
housetop... hear my prayer, o Lord, and let my cry come to you (Psalm, 102/7,1). Truly 
my soul silently waits for God, from him comes my salvation. He is my rock and my 
salvation; he is my defense... and my refuge is in God (Psalm, 62/1-2, 7). O God you are 
my God, early will I seek you, my soul thirsts for you, my flesh longs for you, in a dry 
and thirsty land where there is no water... you have been my help, therefore in the 
shadow of your wings I will rejoice. My soul follows close behind you, your right hand 
upholds me (Psalm, 63/1, 7-8). I am waiting in life's departure lounge, waiting for my 
flight to freedom. But till that time, *I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing 
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praise to my God while I have my being’ (Psalm, 104/33). ‘I will praise the name of God 
with a song; and will magnify him with thanks giving’ (Psalm, 69/30). 


* And rejoice in the Lord, you righteous one, and give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holy name (Psalm 97/12). Exalt in the Lord our God, and worship at his holy hill, for the 
Lord our God is holy (Psalm 99/9)." 


*May my speech (read my book) be pleasing to him (Lord Ram), and as for me, I will 
rejoice in the Lord’ (Bible, psalm, 103).’ So, help me, Oh Lord! 


And ‘finally, my bretheren, rejoice in the Lord’ (Bible, Philippians, 3/1).” 
Amen! 
Ajai Kumar Chhawchharia 


Date: 15" September, 2016. 
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An Anthology 


UPANISHADS DEDICATED TO LORD RAM 


And THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 


[Original Text, Roman Transliteration, Verse-by-Verse Hindi & English Rendering, 
Notes & Explanations.] 


CHAPTER 1 


Atharva Veda's 


Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad 


The Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad supplements and compliments the Ram Uttar Tapini 
Upanishad as well as the Ram Rahasya Upanishad. All these Upanishads belong to the 


Atharva Veda tradition. 

This Upanishad has five elaborate Cantos dedicated to the theme of Lord Ram's 
divine nature. He was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu who is also known as the Viraat 
Purush, the macrocosmic form of the supreme transcendental Brahm. In fact, Vishnu is 
the macrocosmic gross body of Brahm and as such is regarded as the Supreme Being 
himself. The basic difference between the ‘Purva’ and the ‘Uttar’ Ram Tapini 
Upanishads is that the former describes Lord Ram with attributes and qualifications, 1.e. 
the divine form of Lord Ram in his human incarnation, while the latter describes Lord 
Ram as the supreme transcendental Brahm that has no attributes and qualifications 
whatsoever. On the other hand, as the name suggests, the Ram Rahasya Upanishad 
unfolds the esoteric secrets of Lord Ram and his various Mantras. 

The verses of the Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad are in the ‘Anushtup Chanda’ 
style of composition, and there are in all five elaborate Cantos in it. 

Briefly, Canto 1, Canto 2 and Canto 3 till verse no. 15 describe the esoteric secret 
meanings and different connotations of the various names and Mantras, including the 
Beej Mantras, of Lord Ram, along with their spiritual significance and the relevant 
prayers that are employed to honour and worship the Lord. To highlight the great 
importance and significance of the Beej Mantra of Lord Ram, Canto 2, verse no. 2 asserts 
that it is the seed from which the whole universe has emerged like a huge banyan tree that 
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is born from its seed. The Beej Mantra is the root or seed from which the rest of the 
Mantra is constructed, and it is like a formula in any field of science that helps one not 
only to understand and unravel the secrets of that particular field but also to implement 
these unique principles of science in practice—the only difference being that the field of 
study and practice here is spirtitual and metaphysical. 

The story of Ramayan, which is a sort of biography of Lord Ram, from the Lord's 
forest sojourn till his victory over the demons at Lanka and his return to his capital at 
Ayodhya to be crowned its King-Emperor, is outlined in Canto 4, verse nos. 16-31. 

The next phase of this great Upanishad begins from Canto 4, verse no. 32 and 
lasts till Canto 5, verse no. 6 wherein the worship Yantra of Lord Ram, called also as the 
*Bhupur Yantra', is described in graphic detail in a step-by-step method as how to 
construct it, the placement of various Mantras in it, and the steps involved in formal 
forms of worship using this Yantra. 

The worship ‘Yantra’ of Lord Ram is in the shape of a geometrical diagram that is 
made to accommodate various divine Manras that are charged with cosmic energy and 
dynamism that helps this creation to survive on its own steam. The Yantra is a sort of 
magical Charm or Talisman used to harness the dynamic cosmic powers that remain 
beyond the reach of ordinary men, and which, once tapped, can empower the person with 
supernatural powers and authority. Like any other modern-day gadget or machinery, it 
has a complex structure with numerous components, and to make it effective it is of 
paramount importance that the art and skill of its construction and usage be thoroughly 
mastered. Otherwise it is as useless as any other electric, electronic or mechanical gadget 
or machine that is either not properly made or is not properly operated. But once correctly 
made and used, the Ram Yantra, also called the Bhupur Yantra, can prove to be a 
panacea for all problems faced by the Lord's devotee and spiritual aspirant. It is an 
instrument or apparatus in the pattern of a geometrical diagram used for formal forms of 
worship of the Lord, and is regarded as the whole universe in a miniature form. 

The Upanishad concludes by outlining the immense pecuniary and spiritual 
rewards obtainable by having sincere devotion for and diligent worshipping of Lord Ram 
in Canto 5, verse nos. 7-10. 
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sthirairangaistustuvamsastanübhirvya$ema dēvahitam yadayuh // 
svasti na indro vrddhasravah svasti nah püsa visvavédah / 
svasti nastarksyo aristanemih svasti no brhaspatirdadhatu // 
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‘OM salutations! The disciples who are studying the scriptures at the place of their Guru 
(teacher, moral preceptor, guide) remember the Gods and pray to them for the welfare 
and good of their teacher, their fellow students as well as the human race as a whole— 
‘Oh Gods! Let us hear auspicious and noble things with our ears. Criticism of others, 
finding faults with them, useless gossip, cynicism, cursing and use of foul as well as 
abusive language, profanities, expletives and all other types of non-righteous, uncultured, 
uncivilised and unwarranted sinful words should not enter our ears. Let our lives be 
devoted to and focused on the Lord God! Let us spend our time in his worship and 
honour. Not only the ears, but let our eyes too see good things only. Let not our eyes be 
ever attracted towards or enchanted by any sight or scene that is inauspicious, 
unrighteous, un-virtuous, detestable, abhorable, corruptible and degrading, perverting or 
depraving for the mind-heart-intellect complex. In short, let our views and sights be pure. 
Let our body, every part of it, be able, strong and healthy so that we can be fit enough to 
praise, worship, honour, serve and revere the Lord God (because an unfit, diseased and 
decrepit body is a great burden and hindrance in life of the seeker/aspirant). Let our age 
and life not be spent in the gratification of the sense organs or enjoyment of the 
materialistic world, or be frittered away in indolence and lethargy. Our lives should be 
used for the work of the Lord God (i.e., we can do righteous and selfless deeds of all 
kinds). They whose fame is spread in all the direction, i.e., the king of Gods named Indra, 
the all-knowing Pusha, the bird who can eliminate/remove all sorrows, misers, distresses, 
troubles and tribulations of all kinds, i.e. Garud, the legendary eagle/heron, as well as the 
Lord of wisdom and intelligence, Lord Brihaspati—all of them are the various 
manifestations and extension of the Lord’s excellence, majesty, magnificent glories, 
stupendous powers and supreme dignity. Let them all sustain, enhance and nourish all 
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that which is good for us. Their grace and kindness will give well-being and 
auspiciousness to all the creatures including us. Let all the torments pertaining to this 
existence be calmed down. [The so-called three *Traitaps' are the torments that the 
creature is subjected to due to his body such as illness, old age; due to other worldly 
creatures such as fear from the king, thieves etc.; due to the malignant stars and opposed 
Gods.] Let us have peace. Let us have peace. Let us have peace.’ 
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Chapter-1, Canto-1 
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The various meanings of the word ‘Ram’; the Lord’s visible form, Mantras, 
Yantra (instrument for worship), and their significance 
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1. Om salutations! When the great Lord Vishnu also known as Hari—who is an 
embodiment of the divine virtues of ‘Sat-Chit-Anand’ or pure truth, pure consciousness 
and pure bliss—took birth as an incarnation in the household of king Dasarath (the king 
of Ayodhya) in the clan of king Raghu, he was known by the name of Ram. 
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The Lord's name ‘Ram’ is derived by taking the first letter of the two words ‘Raati’ 
and ‘Mahisthita’. The word *Raati” means one who is deeply engrossed or involved in 
something. Here it refers to Lord Vishnu who is perpetually involved in taking care of 
this creation. The other word ‘Mahisthita’ has two parts—‘Mahi’ meaning earth, and 
*Sthita” meaning to be established or be present in. Hence, the word ‘Ram’ refers to Lord 
Vishnu who is present on earth to take care of it and its inhabitants, and is formed by 
taking the first letter of each of these two words—1.e. *Raa' (pronounced as in rather) 
from Raati, and ‘Ma’ (pronounced as in mother) from Mahisthita. 

Hence, the etymological significance of the word ‘Ram’ is as follows—Ram is the 
great Lord Vishnu who stays on this earth, or the Supreme Being who has revealed 
himself on this earth as an incarnation, and lives here to fulfill all the desires of his 
devotees as well as to take well care of them. To live up to his role and carry out his 
obligations as a benevolent care-taker and benefactor of this world, he lives here as a 
king-emperor (because a *king-emperor' is naturally responsible for the all round welfare 
of the subjects under him, and is also the ‘Lord’ of the realm). [Lord Vishnu is the 
sustainer and protector of this creation. He is actually the Supreme Being known as 
Brahm playing this role, amongst his various other roles, as the cosmic care-taker, 
sustainer, nourisher and protector of this creation. In this particular role, Brahm is called 
Vishnu at the macrocosmic level of creation, and as Lord Ram at the microcosmic plane 
of existence.] (1). 

[Note—It ought to be noted here that as a noble, righteous and conscientious king- 

emperor it is obligatory upon Lord Ram to take care of all the subjects of his extended 

vast kingdom, which implies the entire earth and all its creatures, with equal love and 
affection, and not limiting his benevolent grace and kindness only to those who are his 
devotees, because that would be too selfish and absolutely un-behooving of a great King 
and Emperor of the whole world who is morally bound and traditionally obliged to treat 

all the inhabitants of his kingdom and empire equally, and with the same love and 

affection as that extended to his favourite attendants. The fact that Lord Ram has been 

remembered as such a great King-Emperor proves that he did indeed live up to his role as 

the care-taker and protector of the entire earth and its inhabitants. 

For spiritual purposes, however, the word ‘devotee’ is used to motivate the general 
populace to imagine the immense rewards that they can reap if they become devoted to 
such a kind and benevolent Lord who takes care of even those who are not devoted to 
him. Besides this, since Ram is an incarnation of the Supreme Being, he is not an 
ordinary King or Emperor. And every single creature born in this creation is expected to 
honour and show his respects to the great Father from whom he has been born and who 
takes care of all his needs and welfare. To serve the supreme Lord selflessly, to be 
obliged to him and to thank him for all that he has done for the creature, to honour him 
and pay tribute to him is tantamount to having devotion for the Lord. It is the basic 
courtesy and civility expected from all living beings to honour their benefactor and 
protector.] 
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2. This is how experts have highlighted the importance of the Lord name as ‘Ram’. 

Other connotation of the name ‘Ram’ is that it refers to the Lord who causes the 
extinction or elimination of demons representing sinful, evil and pervert forces in 
creation that cause immeasurable miseries and unnecessary pain to the rest of the 
creatures of the Lord's creation. [In other words, Lord Vishnu reveals himself as an 
incarnation of Lord Ram whenever demonic forces become ascendant on earth.] (2). 

[Note—The first letter of the Lord's name ‘Ram’, i.e. the letter ‘Raa’, is taken from the 
first letter of the word *Raakshash' meaning the demons, and the second letter ‘Ma’ 
comes from the word *Maranam' meaning death. Hence, the word *Ram' means the one 
who causes the death of the demons, or the one who was the slayer of demons. These 
demons were symbols of evil, pervert, negative and sinful qualities in the world. These 
qualities, which are called *Tam', are present in smaller or greater quantities in all the 
creatures because they are an integral part of creation, but when they become dominant 
and go beyond control, almost eclipsing the good and virtuous qualities, they become a 
problem for the rest of the creatures. It is then that the Lord has to come and restore the 
balance in the favour of good qualities and redeem his solemn vow that he would protect 
his subjects and look after them well.] 
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3. Since Lord Ram enchants and captivates the Mana (mind and heart) of all the living 
beings in this world (by his kindness, grace, benevolence and mercy, by his giving of 
protection and succour and solace to all creatures), since the Lord is so endeared to all the 
living beings that he finds a permanent and respectful place in their Mana, he is called 
‘Ram’. [The word ‘Ram’ means in this context ‘one who enchants and captivates the 
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Mana of all the creatures, finding a permanent place in their hearts and inspiring respect 
and devotion in their minds.] 

Another interpretation is that he is called ‘Ram’ because he stuns the demons, 
vanquishes them, and virtually nullifies or overcomes their astounding power and 
strength just like the ‘Rahu’ effortlessly eclipses the Moon during the lunar eclipse! (3). 

[Note—'The legend of Rahu is that he was the eldest son of the demon Viprachitti and 
his wife Shinghikaa. His younger brothers were Ilvala, Vaataapi, Narak amongst others. 
When Lord Vishnu, disguised as the beautiful Mohini, was distributing the ambrosia of 
eternity called Amrit to the Gods during the episode of the churning of the ocean as told 
in the Purans, Rahu assumed the form of a God and surreptitiously entered the lines of 
the Gods to take this Amrit. When his cheating was discovered, Vishnu cut off his head 
with his weapon called the Chakra Sudarshan (a circular saw-like discus). But it so 
happened that before the head was severed Rahu had already drunk some Amrit, and so 
did not die. His head and torso became two independent entities. The former was called 
*Rahu' and the latter ‘Ketv’. 

Since the Moon God and the Sun God had betrayed him, Rahu takes revenge by 
devouring them periodically to satisfy his hunger. He devours them when they are in their 
full glory—viz. he devours the Moon God during the full moon night, and the Sun God 
only during the day time, either when the sun rises or during its journey across the sky, 
but never at sunset when the sun is already losing its radiance and is on the decline. 

Again, since the head of Rahu was severed from the neck, hence both the Moon God 
and the Sun God re-emerge from the lower end of the head after they have been devoured 
by the mouth of Rahu. This is why the moon and the sun appear to be getting cut-off 
from view from one of their discs, symbolizing their gradually entering the mouth of 
Rahu, and emerging from the other end symbolizing their exit from the severed portion of 
the neck. 

Actually however, the phenomenon of the lunar eclipse is due to the earth's shadow 
falling on the moon's surface when it comes in the path of this shadow during its 
revolution around the earth. This scientific fact was known to the great Rishis (sages and 
seers) who had preached the Upanishads, and it is clearly mentioned in Varaaha 
Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 74 of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition which says “When 
the moon is said to be devoured by the demon Rahu (the severed head of a demon) during 
the lunar eclipse, people start offering worship, making sacrifices, doing penances, taking 
purifying baths, giving alms and making charities, observing austerities etc. so that the 
Moon God is freed from the demon's curse, but all their deeds are a waste of effort and 
done in utter ignorance because there is no such event and the darkness on the moon's 
disc is actually a shadow of the earth falling upon it. This shadow would go away on its 
own when the time comes even 1f no such hue and cry is raised by worried worshippers. 
So it is a height of stupidity and profound ignorance to even think that the Moon God has 
been cursed or is being devoured, and by doing so many religious deeds it can be freed 
from its torments." 

Similarly, the solar eclipse is caused when the moon comes in between the shiny 
surface of the sun and the earth, thereby blocking the former's view from the latter's 
surface. 

The elongated torso of Rahu came to known as ‘Ketu’ and it is recognized as the 
comet in modern science. That is why sighting of the comet is regarded as a bad omen. 
Both Rahu and Ketu are placed amongst the nine planets. They represent the two nodal 
points where the celestial equator cuts the ecliptic. 

In iconography, Rahu is depicted as just a head or even as a snake's hood.] 


21 


4. Lord Ram sets an example for other kings and emperors who have gone astray from 
their designated noble path, who have become fallen and have lost their exalted stature, 
who have not lived up to their noble obligations and expectations, who forgotten their 
moral duties towards their subjects, and who have consequentially lost their right to glory 
majesty and fame, but who sincerely wish to re-establish and re-attain their lost glory, 
majesty, fame and acclaim (as noble kings and emperors) as how to follow a righteous 
and an auspicious way of life, inculcate exemplary virtuous character, and observe the 
noble and eclectic principles of probity, propriety and nobility in practice—in brief, to 
observe the tenets of ‘Dharma’—by observing them personally, and proving beyond 
doubt that they are indeed possible and feasible. His life serves as a beacon for others to 
follow; it serves as an inspiration for others. 

[Lord Ram not only shows them the path of ‘Dharma’—i.e. the path of 
righteousness, nobility, propriety, probity, auspiciousness and nobility, but also sets for 
them high standards of *Charitra —i.e. high moral character, excellent levels of ethical 
behaviour, exemplary levels of personal virtues and positive traits, and an example of an 
ideal life that is worth emulating and adoring.] 

Those who repeat his divine name ‘Ram’ are blessed with the virtue of *Gyan'—1e. 
they inculcate true knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment which leads to their becoming 
self-realised and Brahm-realised. 

[This is because the name of the Lord, i.e. ‘Ram’, is no ordinary name but has 
profound spiritual and metaphysical importance and significance which is described in 
this Upanishad as well as in the Ram Rahasya Upanishad. The name ‘Ram’ is a synonym 
for the supreme transcendental Brahm, and hence stands for the pure conscious Atma 
which is the truthful *self of the spiritual aspirant. This realisation leads to his spiritual 
Mukti, or liberation and deliverance from the bondage of ignorance and delusions which 
had hitherto shackled him to this artificial world of material sense objects that are 
perishable and the cause of all his miseries and torments, as well as to the gross body 
which he had been erroneously thinking to be his ‘self’. Once the light of Gyan is shown 
in the worshipper's inner-self, all darkness arising out of A-Gyan, or ignorance of the 
truth that leads to delusions, is dispelled. 

In other words, Lord Ram shows the world that he is called ‘Ram’ because he has 
strictly followed and established these eclectic tenets or auspicious principles of life, and 
if they do so they too can be similarly honoured.] (4). 
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5. He bestows the spiritual virtues of "Vairagya'—1.e. renunciation, dispassion and 
detachment towards this material world and its sense objects in the heart of those who do 
*Dhyan'—1e. those who remember, contemplate and meditate upon the Lord's divine 
virtues, his being the personified form of the supreme transcendental Brahm, his 
teachings, and the truth of the pure conscious Atma, the ‘truthful self’, by doing Dhyan 
(meditation and contemplation). 

For those who worship his divine form, he provides them with abundant 
* Aishwarya'—1.e. fame, glory, majesty, magnificence, authority and powers. 

[Only a person who possesses exclusive right on something can give it to others. So, 
when it 1s said that the Lord bestows some largesse to his devotee, whether in the form of 
Dharma, Gyan, Vairagya or Aishwarya, it follows that the Lord has an undisputed sway 
over these virtues in this world. That is why he is called a ‘King’ and ‘Ram’. King 
because he is very liberal with his largesse, and Ram because he is ever ready to take 
good care of this world.] (5). 
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6. Great Yogis (acclaimed and realised ascetics) spend their time contemplating 
perpetually upon Lord Ram who is ‘Anant’—i.e. who is eternal and without an end, who 
is ‘Nitya-Anand’—1.e. who is always blissful and full of happiness, and who is ‘Chid- 
Atma'—i.e. who is an enlightened soul, the pure consciousness that is the ‘true self” of 
the entire creation, the soul that is unqualified supreme consciousness, pure and 
uncorrupt. In other words, Lord Ram is the supreme Soul (Parmatma or Brahm) 
personified. 

Hence, Lord Ram is personified Supreme Being known universally as Parmatma or 
Brahm. This divine Lord had manifested as a human being specifically on the prayers of 
Lord Brahma. [That is, the unqualified, un-manifest and attribute-less Divinity called 
Brahm had revealed himself in the form of Sri Ram, who is an image or personification 
of that Brahm, on the prayers of the creator Brahma. This refers to the episode in the 
Purans wherein all the Gods and mother Earth in the form of a holy cow had approached 
Brahma and requested him to find a way to protect them from the horrors unleashed by 
the demons led by their king Ravana'. At that time, they had prayed to Lord Vishnu who 
promised to come to earth as a human being to eliminate the demons. His incarnation is 
called *Ram'.] 

Hence, the manifested divine Being known as Ram, and the un-manifest divine 
Being known as Vishnu are one and the same (6). 
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[Note—'The story of the demon king Ravana has been elaborately described in 
Adhyatma Ramayan of sage Veda Vyas, in the epic’s Uttar Kand, Cantos 1 and 2. An 
English version of this great epic has been published separately by this humble author.] 
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7. The supreme transcendental Brahm is ‘Chinmaya’—i.e. an embodiment of 
enlightenment, wisdom and pure super-consciousness. 

Brahm is ‘Advitiya’—1.e. he is unique, matchless and without a parallel, being 
non-dual or ‘Advaitya’ by nature. 

Brahm is ‘Nishkal’—i.e. he is without any faults, shortcomings, taints and 
blemishes of any kind whatsoever. 

Brahm has no ‘Sharir’—1.e. he has no physical gross body with definite attributes 
and characteristic features because essentially Brahm is unqualified, attribute-less, 
formless and ethereal entity which has no physical boundaries and limitations of having a 
gross body made up of the five elements (earth, water, fire, air/wind and sky). 

But for the sake of those who worship and adore him as well as to fulfill their 
wishes and accomplish certain tasks for them, the same supreme transcendental invisible 
Brahm who has no qualifications, attributes and gross body manifests himself in a divine 
visible form which has physical qualities and attributes. [In other words, the invisible 
becomes visible; the attribute-less becomes one with attributes; the un-qualified assumes 
certain qualities; the sublime and subtle becomes gross. The transcendental Brahm 
becomes a human being. But inspite of this transformation, Brahm retains his inherent 
immaculacy, supremacy, divinity and sublimity much like the fire element that retains its 
grand virtues of being pure and its ability to illuminate its surroundings with its inherent 
light even if it has to reveal itself in such gross, degrading, demeaning and ignominious 
conditions as those needed to burn a huge mound of garbage simply because it is the duty 
of the Fire God to burn trash to restore cleanliness! But it must be remembered that this 
gross form of the fire is only an illusion and it does not affect its sacredness, because it is 
the same fire that is present in the pit of fire sacrifices. 

In the same way, even though Lord Vishnu (who is regarded as Brahm’s 
manifestation at the macrocosmic level, and also known as the Viraat Purush in this 
from) had to manifest himself as a human being in the form of Ram, the Lord did not 
loose his basic divinity and holiness. If he acted like an ordinary human at times, it was 
only to play his part in the cosmic drama or worldly theatre perfectly. All of Lord’s 
works are done to perfection, so how can he not play his role as a human being to 
perfection? But those who are wise and enlightened realise that Lord Ram’s worldly 
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activities such as his child-hood pranks or his running around in the forest frantically in 
search of his lost wife Sita who had been abducted by the demon Ravana, his wailings 
and miseries in her memory, or even his dependence upon the monkey army to overcome 
the ferocious demons, are only an illusion and do not tell the truth about the ‘real’ Ram. 
The knowledge of the ‘real? Ram comes from the study of the Upanishads and 
understanding the profound import of his name ‘Ram’ as described in them.] (7). 
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8-9. The supreme Brahm who is the Supreme Being has revealed himself in various 
forms at different times, such as in the form of various Gods and Goddesses who are 
actually the same divine Lord (Brahm) assuming and playing different roles according to 
the needs of the creation and varying circumstances. 

All the divine virtues and cosmic powers of the supreme Brahm have revealed 
themselves as various Gods and Goddesses. All these manifestations have different forms 
or bodies (sublime and subtle as well as gross and physical), different virtues and 
characteristics, and use a variety of arms and armaments to trounce the evil forces of 
creation, overcome the pervert and negative traits, and restore the balance in favour of the 
positive, the righteous and the auspicious forces in creation. All the Gods who exist in 
this creation are nothing else but myriad extended forms of that one supreme immutable 
and non-dual Brahm. 

All these different forms of Gods and Goddesses using different arms and means 
to control and regulate this creation are actually Brahm in these forms to perform 
different roles in creation, but none of them is separated or different from the principal 
known as Brahm. 
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Therefore, Brahm assumes an astounding variety of divine forms (as Gods and 
Goddesses) in creation to serve it and protect its interest —some forms having two arms, 
some having four, others having six, eight, ten, twelve, sixteen or even eighteen arms!. 

AII these divine forms of the Lord hold various signs of their being manifestation 
of the Lord himself, such as holding a Conch or having a mark of the same on some part 
of their divine form. [The Conch is a trademark sign of Lord Vishnu. All incarnations of 
Vishnu had it as a birth mark on some part of the body, usually in the palm of the hand.] 

When he (Brahm) reveals himself in the ‘Viraat’ form (literally the huge, 
mammoth, colossus and vast cosmic form of the Lord that is all-encompassing, all- 
pervading and all-inclusive, and which is called the ‘Viraat Purush’) at the macrocosmic 
level of creation, he is said to have thousands of hands (symbolizing the sum total of all 
the creatures of creation). [In other words, when Brahm assumes the form of this visible 
world inhabited by living beings having a gross body, he is said to have thousands of 
hands as a metaphor for his being in all these individual forms. The term ‘thousand’ is 
only a figure of speech to imply the uncountable number of forms that the same Brahm 
takes in order to become each living being of this creation. ] 

The Lord is said to have as many countless shades of colours or complexions, and 
as many vehicles to move about or mediums to express himself in this world as there are 
his forms. [From the macrocosmic perspective this refers to the numerous Gods and 
Goddesses, and from the microcosmic viewpoint it refers to the countless variety of 
creatures that live in this world. Each has his or her own characteristic attributes, 
qualities, temperaments, nature and personality traits—which are like his or her 
‘complexion or colour’. Since all these forms have their individual desires, aspirations, 
ideals and motivating factors that inspire them to act in a particular way and express 
themselves, they are said to have as many vehicles or *Vaahans'.] (8-9). 

[Note— If we take a more broad and holistic approach of creation considering the view 
of the Upanishads that everything in creation is Brahm personified, then we deduce that 
not only the Gods but even all the varieties of animal and plant species in creation, right 
from the single-celled amoeba or simplest of algae and fungi to the most complex of 
animals and plants, both of astounding variety and magnificent diversity, are nothing but 
the same Brahm in all these forms. So, while we have a two-armed man symbolizing 
some God at the macro level of creation, we also have a woman standing for some 
Goddess. Just like we have benevolent or malevolent Gods and Goddesses, we also have 
noble, righteous, conscientious, pious and holy human beings as well as cruel, pervert 
and sinful ones. Added to this is an un-imaginable variety of animals and plants. If we 
look at trees, we observe that a single tree may have numerous branches, and each of 
these branches is like a ‘limb’ of that tree. In the animal kingdom, the octopuses have so 
many tentacles, and the spider has so many limbs. Thus, a wise man must understand the 
essence of what this Upanishad means to convey.] 
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10. It is also imagined that all these countless forms of the Lord need different Shaktis or 
dynamic forces, powers and strengths, as well as armies or attendant warriors to help 
them carry out their myriad duties or various roles in creation. 

[The Gods who take the lead in giving protection to the heavenly bodies have 
their own armies to help them in the heaven. When Lord Vishnu revealed himself as Lord 
Ram, he too had an army of monkeys to help him eliminate the demons led by Ravana. 
But it is an imagination of the fertile mind that thinks the Supreme Being needs an ‘army’ 
to help him. The mind forgets the fact that even the members of such an imaginary army 
are also one or the other forms of the same Supreme Being as the God or the King under 
whom these armies live, as no living being in creation is exempt from the tenet that 
*nothing exists that is not Brahm personified'. Besides this, it is incredulous to even think 
that the all-powerful and almighty Lord would need some subsidiary help or support to 
prop himself up. Brahm is the one who helps others, who supports others, who protects 
others, so it is absurd to think that someone else would help him, support or protect him!] 

Similarly, one only imagines that there are five individual forms in which the 
supreme Brahm exists', whereas the fact is that all these forms are various revelations of 
the same non-dual, uniform, indivisible and immutable Brahm (10). 

[Note—'There are many ways in which the term ‘five forms’ can be interpreted. 
One is that it refers to the five elements of creation—such as the sky, air, fire, water and 
earth. The entire creation had been moulded out of these five. 

The second interpretation is that it refers to the following deities—the Gods Vishnu 

(the sustainer and protector) and Shiva (the concluder), the Goddess Durga (who rides a 
lion and is said to be the warrior goddesses who is the patron deity of warriors), and the 
Gods known as Surya (the Sun God) and Chandra (or the Moon God), or even Lord 
Ganesh (the deity who is worshipped before all other Gods, and is said to be the one who 
helps the worshipper overcome all hurdles and obstacles in any endeavour). 

The third way to look at it is that the five divine forms of Brahm are the three gods of 

the Trinity such as Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, the Shakti or cosmic dynamic energy of 
these three Gods revealed as Mother Goddess, and other countless Gods and semi-gods. 


Actually, all of them are the same supreme Brahm revealed in these forms. ] 
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11. Hence, right from Brahma, the creator and the progenitor of this creation, till the 
culmination of the process of creation and its very end, i.e. the whole creation consisting 
of the animate as well as the inanimate world, right form its conception till its conclusion, 
is represented by the single word ‘Ram’. This name of the Lord, which is ‘Ram’, 
encompasses everything in creation; it is synonymous with the whole gamut of creation. 
Its powers, potentials and prowess, its effect, impact and influence, are as stupendous, 
glorious and far-reaching as the meaning of its constituent letters (Raa and Ma). 

[This fact is the subject matter of not only the present Ram Tapini Upanishad but 
also of the Ram Rahasya Upanishad. The significance, the glories, the spiritual value and 
the metaphysical importance of the two letters of Lord Ram’s name, i.e. ‘Raa’ and ‘Ma’, 
have been extensively described in both of them.] 

Hence, considering the fact that this Mantra of Lord Ram consisting of his divine 
name (‘Raam’) is the best and the most powerful and effective Mantra’ amongst all the 
Mantras, one should accept it with the greatest of faith and reverence—i.e. be baptized 
with this Mantra and be initiated into the spiritual path by accepting the Mantra ‘Raam’ 
as one's meticulously and diligently chosen Mantra for the purpose of contemplation and 
meditation. In fact, this Mantra is the best one to be baptized with. One should repeat it 
constantly, consistently and persistently, with due diligence, sincerity and steadfastness. 
Without it, it is not possible to please the supreme Brahm. Since it is synonymous with 
and covers the entire gamut of the existence of all the Gods (i.e. all of them come under 
its ambit and definition), repetition and worship of this single Mantra *Ram' pleases them 
all (11). 

[Note—'A Mantra is a spiritual formulae consisting of single letter or a group of letters 
forming words or phrases or even sentences that have great spiritual value and 
metaphysical importance for the creature. The Mantra has immense power and potential, 
and is the medium by which the creature can harness the dynamic energy of the various 
cosmic forces of Nature. Doing Japa with the Mantra has a multiplier effect and act as 
aids in the creature's pursuit to attain his desired objectives. The significance of a Mantra 
has been described in the following verse no. 12.] 
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12. Whatever deeds and actions an aspirant or seeker does or undertakes to do to achieve 
his goal are successful through the medium of a Mantra. The Mantra is a medium by 
which desired results are easily and comfortably attained; they are aids to one's 
fulfillment of desires and objectives in life—whether mundane or spiritual'. A Mantra 
makes the attainment of the desired goal a certainty. 

A Mantra indicates the result or rewards that can be expected by using it just like 
a certain ingredient in a medicine can indicate in advance what one can expect by the use 
of that particular formulation. [This is because each Mantra is like a mathematical 
formula and each hymn is like an equation. Even as definitive results follow the use of 
certain pre-determined formula and equation in scientific quest or mathematical 
calculations, definitive results are also expected by employing specific Mantras for doing 
Japa (repetition) or Yoga (meditation) and Dhyan (contemplation) with specific 
objectives in mind.] 

The word Mantra is derived from two words—the first word is ‘Manan’ which 
means to persistently remember something so as to make the mind firmly rooted in it, to 
ponder and contemplate upon it, to deeply think about it and meditate on it so that one 
can arrive at some certain conclusion about the truth of that particular thing, while the 
second word *7raan' means to give freedom and protection from some kind of torment or 
miserable condition, to deliver someone from his miseries and predicaments etc. Hence, a 
Mantra is an instrument by the help of which a person can find spiritual liberation and 
deliverance from his worldly torments and miseries. This is achieved by concentrating 
upon the Mantra, by relying upon its mystical powers and spiritual potentials, and using it 
to do meditation and contemplation. Constant repetition of the Mantra helps to multiply 
its effect and reinforce its earlier benefits (12). 

[Note— In the present case, this Mantra is the ‘Ram Mantra’, indicating that the aspirant 
seeks his Mukti, or spiritual liberation and deliverance, rather than some worldly gain. 
Since the Mantra of Lord Ram pertains to the cosmic divinity known as the supreme 
transcendental Brahm which is pure Consciousness and the Truth of creation, it follows 
that a person who repeats this Mantra is deemed to be most enlightened and self as well 
as Brahm realised. He is deemed to have understood the great Truth of the ‘self? and the 
Atma. He is rich with the divine virtues of Vairagya and Gyan as described in verse nos. 
4-5 of this Canto 1 above. But other Mantras are used by other people to fulfill their 
worldly needs and desires, such as the case when one does fire sacrifice to attain certain 
objectives as getting established and acquire name, fame, majesty, strength, powers, 
material prosperity and wealth as well as victory on opponents among many other such 
desires and wishes for which a man usually uses a Mantra. But it is like bartering away 
the value of a precious gem in exchange of garbage or worthless rubble. The Mantra has 
its intrinsic power and potentials, but it depends upon the user how good he makes of it. 
The wise one amongst them would obviously employ the stupendous powers and 
potential inherent in any Mantra to obtain something of eternal and matchless value—and 
it is nothing better than finding freedom from the strong shackle that has tied a man to 
this world and the gross body, a bondage that has been the cause of all his miseries and 
pains. And to top it all, if such a wise man happens to be privileged enough to come 
across a Mantra that is the best of them all, and which can be thousands of time more 
effective with the least of efforts, and which gives direct access to the supreme Authority 
in creation which has the authority and power to grant the much-desired and much- 
awaited freedom the seeker, what more can he want. Such a Mantra is this ‘Ram Mantra’. 
It is priceless in spiritual value, and provides a direct access to the supreme Brahm. This 
Mantra can provide ‘Mukti and Moksha’ single handedly; it is one-stop solution for all 
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the spiritual woes of the creature as it bestows upon him liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation at one go. That is why those who accept it as their spiritual 
formula are deemed to be most wise and enlightened. 

This single Ram-Mantra is the letter and the spirit, the essence and the life of all the 
Mantras taken together. It combines at once all their varied meanings, their uses and 
goals—it is the crown jewel of all the Mantras, and it has the power and potential of all 
the Mantras put together.] 
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13. The Mantra of a deity is a complete representation of that deity. In the present case, 
the Ram-Mantra is a complete manifestation of the supreme transcendental Brahm, the 
Supreme Being and the Lord of the entire creation who is known as Ram in his visible 
microcosmic form and as Lord Vishnu in his invisible macrocosmic form. 

The great virtue of the Lord is that he is ambivalent—i.e. he is equally present in 
opposing or contradictory things at the same time. 

[This is the reason why the pronoun ‘it’ is generally used to refer to Brahm. When 
this neutral-gendered Brahm assumes some kind of form, however sublime and subtle it 
might be, such as the form of the Viraat Purush, ‘it’ is now replaced by ‘he’ as the Viraat 
is conceived as a ‘Purush’ or a Male. The basic reason is that in order to initiate the 
process of creation, the supreme Brahm provided the *spark of life”, and this spark was 
like the primordial cosmic ‘sperm’. Hence, in its role as the creator, Brahm assumed the 
form of a cosmic ‘Father’ who is a ‘male’, a ‘Purush’, and hence the use of the male 
pronoun ‘he’ for this new role of Brahm. At the cosmic level of creation, this primary 
*Purush' was called Vishnu or Viraat—‘Vishnu’ because Brahm had assumed the 
responsibility of sustaining and protecting the creation, and ‘Viraat’ because of his 
cosmic vast form. When Vishnu decided to reveal himself on this earth, he assumed a 
gross form of an incarnation, which too was in a male form. 
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The dynamic forces and energy of Brahm that the latter used to get on with the 
objective he had assigned for himself came to be known as ‘Shakti’ at the cosmic 
universal level of creation. Being a neutral gender, the pronoun ‘it’ is employed when we 
deal with the primary Shakti of Brahm. But when the same cosmic Shakti transformed 
itself and as different Goddesses, such as Laxmi the divine consort of Vishnu, as the 
creation progressed towards lesser subtle levels and greater degree of physical definition, 
the female pronoun 'she' is deemed the right word. When this Shakti revealed itself on 
earth to accompany Vishnu during his incarnation as Lord Ram, this Shakti became the 
divine consort of that incarnation in the form of Sita. 

In other words, it is the same Brahm both in a male form as well as in a female 
form. This creation is a huge revelation of Brahm, and therefore it follows that two 
opposing forms coexist here, each complementing and supplementing the other. These 
two forms are that of a male and a female—both are the same universal Brahm in their 
individual forms. 

This is the cosmic mystery and the greatest paradox about the Lord. For instance, 
the Lord is present in equal intensity in the water as he is in the fire; he is at ease in his 
manifestation as the subtlest element called the sky as he is in the grossest form known as 
the earth. The Lord's power is manifested equally in the north and the south poles of a 
magnet—as is evident from the fact that both the poles would attract iron pieces of 
whatever size. 

Extended further, we deduce that the supreme Brahm is present both in the un- 
manifest, unqualified and attribute-less form as pure Consciousness (present in all the 
living creatures as their Atma), as well as in the form of a manifest, qualified form that 
has specific attributes and characteristic features as Sri Ram (the king of Ayodhya). The 
Lord's Shakti is revealed in a female form as Sita to accompany Brahm in his male 
manifestation as Lord Ram. 

In brief, it is envisioned that the eternal, invisible, attribute-less, unqualified and 
universal Consciousness known as the supreme transcendental Brahm has assumed the 
visible form that has a gross body, and this form is known as ‘Ram’. Brahm's cosmic 
Shakti is revealed in the female counterpart of Ram as his divine consort ‘Sita’. 

The Lord is not easy to please without worshipping his divine form. It is to 
felicitate worship and help the aspirant to reach his spiritual goal that forms have been 
devised to offer worship, respects and obeisance to the Supreme Being. 

[This is because it is much easier and practical to recognize and honour someone 
with physical characteristics and attributes rather than someone who is unknown and 
imaginary. Even the Mantra OM—which is universally recognized as a medium to attain 
Brahm and obtain self-realisation by employing it do Japa and Yoga with—is also a 
symbol of the Supreme Being. When we wish to reach a certain place, we need to know 
some landmark or sign so as to recognize the place. Otherwise we may have actually 
found it but would miss it because we do not recognize it. Similarly, by worshipping 
some form of the Lord, it is easy to recognize the deity to whom worhip is being offered. 
It helps the mind to become and remain focused and not get confused. It acts like a ‘peg’ 
to tie the rope to, or an anchor to keep the boat from drifting away in the vast sea of 
various philosophies and doctrines.] 

To make the process more easier, special ‘Yantras’ have been devised which 
serve the same purpose as worshipping the divine form of the deity. In other words, the 
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Yantra is deemed to be symbolic body or physical form of the deity worshipped and 
honoured. It has the same spiritual value, potential and power as direct worshipping of 
the concerned deity. 

[The Yantra is therefore a symbol of the Lord himself. The Yantra is a worship 
instrument or apparatus in the form of a geometrical diagram of different patterns, and it 
incorporates the various Mantras of the Lord and his many manifestations which are 
marked on it. The main Mantra which is placed in the center of the Yantra is dedicated to 
the deity to whom this Yantra pertains, and the rest of the Mantras are placed in 
accordance to certain fixed theme. It is just like the construction of complicated 
machinery in order to fulfill specific requirements. Even if one part is wrongly placed or 
omitted, the entire machine either fails to function or deliver the desired result. Likewise, 
it is very important that the greatest of attention is put on the placing of the Mantras at the 
correct point in the Yantra. Again as complicated machines require skilled technician to 
operate it, the Yantra should be handled carefully by those who are experts in it, and 
should not be fooled around with.] (13). 


Thus ends Canto 1 of Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad. 
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1. The Lord (ie. Sri Ram to whom this Upanishad is dedicated) is 'self born' 
(‘Swaayambhu’). He does not require any external medium or cause to reveal himself in 
a visible form; he has no one from whom he is born. This is because he is eternal and 
without an end, so there is no question of his taking a new birth, as he is always present 
and had never died. It is only that he makes himself physically visible that creates an 
illusion of the Lord taking a birth or coming into being, and his vanishing from sight 
when he so wishes or when his job in the visible form is done that he is regarded as 
leaving this world for his heavenly abode. In fact, the Lord is uniform, universal, 
constant, immutable, imperishable, omnipresent and eternal, not needing to go anywhere 
and not needing to come from anywhere. [He reveals himself without any cause 
whatsoever, or waiting for any reason to do so, for he does it out of his own free will 
whenever he deems it fit, necessary and proper.] 

The Lord is an embodiment of light as he is the cosmic Consciousness that is self- 
illuminated, not requiring any other source of light to illuminate him or make his 
presence known (‘Jyotirmaya’). 

The Lord is without an end or beginning; he is eternal and infinite; he has no 
measurable dimensions and attributes (‘Anant’). [Even though he appears to have a 
defined form as a human being, but essentially he is un-definable, unqualified, attribute- 
less and immeasurable, as well as is beyond the limiting factors of time, space and 
matter. | 

In fact, he shines from his own self-generated light or illumination; he makes his 
presence evident by itself, requiring no other proofs to establish his authenticity and 
veracity (‘Swamev Bhaasate'). [His form is eternally illuminated and radiant, 
symbolizing enlightenment, wisdom, erudition and pure consciousness.] 

He pervades throughout this living creation or world in the form of consciousness; 
it is he in the form of *pure consciousness' that resides in all Jivas (living beings) in this 
creation. It is he who has established this creation and keeps it established or supports it 


(1). 
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2. The Lord himself is the one who is the cause of the creation coming into existence; he 
is the one who sustains and protects it, and finally concludes it. Towards this end, he 
willingly utilises the three basic qualities called the Gunas that act as catalysts to give 
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effect to the Lord’s wishes. These three Gunas help to bring about a particular change in 
creation, and modify the existing equilibrium in accordance with the wishes of the Lord. 

These three Gunas are the following—Sata Guna, Raja Guna and Tama Guna. 
The dominance of the first quality called Sata Guna results in the emergence or retrieval 
of this present creation from the darkness that had prevailed after the previous phase of 
creation was annihilated. The dominance of the second quality called Raja Guna is 
responsible for the sustenance and development of creation and its protection. And 
finally, the third quality of Tama Guna brings about the conclusion of the existing 
creation. 

Just like a huge banyan tree is secretly and imperceptibly present in its seed, only 
to emerge when the situation is conducive for its birth, this entire creation is secretly 
present in the supreme Lord and waiting for the right conditions that would cause it to 
emerge into a vibrant world. [And this ‘right condition’ is created when the Sata Guna 
becomes a dominant factor.]' (2). 

[Note— It ought to be noted here that all these three Gunas are always present in this 
world, but in varying degrees. Under normal conditions equilibrium is maintained, but 
when certain Guna becomes more active or dominant this equilibrium is disturbed, and 
this result in a change becoming possible. The three Gunas play the role of a catalyst in 
effecting this change. Even as a computer can only function on the basis of its 
configuration and soft-wares installed into it, the creature was conditioned to act 
according to the ratio of these three Gunas built into his thought texture and personality 
traits. In the present case, when the creation was harboured in the bosom of the supreme 
Brahm, a quiet balance was in place. When the Lord decided to see the creation come 
into existence once again after a long hibernation period after its conclusion at the end of 
the last phase of creation, his mere wish ignited the Sata Guna to become active and 
charged, and this stirred up the cosmic ocean of quietude and resulted in the first ripples 
of creation. This has been envisioned by ancient sages and seers as the stirring of the 
primordial cosmic ether that created subtle waves of energy that coalesced with one 
another and overlapped each other to become energized and gather strength. This 
produced the primordial sound that has been conceptualized in the form of the Mantra 
OM. And from this initial whirring and humming came into being the rest of the elements 
as the primordial cosmic gel began to show signs of losing its homogeneity and becoming 
more and more heterogeneous. The entire process of creation that followed has been 
explained in various Upanishads in varying languages, but basically all of them assert 
that Brahm had utilized these three Gunas to effective change in the prevailing situation 
as and when the Lord deemed it fit and proper to do so. 

The three qualities mentioned above are as follows:- 

(i) Sata Guna—it is the most superior of the three qualities. It represents creative 
thoughts, positive attitude, characteristics of service, humility, devotion, nobility, 
virtuousness, righteousness, auspiciousness etc. That is why Brahma the creator was wise 
and created the primary scriptures called the Vedas, and all the inhabitants of this world 
were law-abiding citizens who respected the laws of Nature and paid homage to the 
forces of Nature personified as various Gods. Sins and vices were non-existent. But as the 
supreme Brahm had wished that *change be the norm rather than the exception' in his 
creation, because if there was no change the world would stagnate and become stale, its 
development and growth would stop, and then the very purpose of effecting some change 
in the quietude of the cosmos that prevailed after its last phase was annihilated would be 
defeated. So Brahm ensured that ‘change’ would be automatically built into the creation 


he has initiated, and towards this end he made these three Gunas as fluid as possible. 
Even a slight stir is enough to disturb the balance and set in motion some change. 

(ii) Raja Guna—it is the second quality producing worldly desires, passions, 
ambitions, stormy nature, expansionist tendencies, desire to obtain lordship and dominant 
role in creation etc. This Guna kept the creature engrossed in this world of material 
objects. The Lord built this Raja Guna into the texture of this creation and as an integral 
part of a creature's mental tendency and thought processes to ensure that he remains 
interested in keeping the wheel of creation turning on behalf of the supreme Brahm. 

(iii) Tama Guna— it is the third and the most mean and base of the three qualities that 
represent such negative traits as sins, vices, misdeeds, anger, wrath, vengeance, deceit, 
conceit, recklessness, jealousy, hatred etc. Obviously, when such traits are dominant in 
any society, it becomes degenerate and decays to an end rapidly. To say that Brahm 
brings about the conclusion of creation by taking the help of Tama Guna is a metaphoric 
way of saying that when these negative factors become the norm rather than the 
exception in any society, it is bound to fail and wither on its own. Brahm brings about the 
conclusion by unleashing the Tama Guna in the world.] 
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3. Similarly, the whole animate as well as the inanimate world is intrinsically and latently 
present in the Beej Mantra or the seed/root Mantra of Lord Ram. This Beej Mantra is 
‘Ram’. The very fact that it is called a ‘Beej’ clearly indicates that it is the ‘seed’ from 
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which the rest of the creation has emerged (just like the case of the huge banyan tree 
emerging from its seed as cited in verse no. 2 of this Canto above). [Refer also to Ram 
Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 9 which deals with the same subject and in almost 
an identical language. ] 

All the three aspects of creation (i.e. origin, sustenance, and conclusion) are 
represented in the form of the three deities of the Trinity (as Brahma who is responsible 
for creation, as Vishnu who is responsible for sustenance and protection, and as Shiva 
who is responsible for conclusion). 

Since the supreme Lord (in this case Lord Ram who is personified Brahm, the 
Supreme Being) is the foundation of this creation, since he is the one who is the supreme 
creator, sustainer and protector, as well as concluder (as noted in verse no. 2), it follows 
that all these three aspects of creation and their representative deities dependent upon the 
Lord for their existence and importance. 

Again, since the Lord uses his cosmic dynamic powers to bring about change and 
give effect to his wishes of creating, sustaining and concluding this creation, it follows 
that the female counter-parts of these three deities (Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva) are in 
effect the ‘Shakti’, or the dynamic energy as well as the stupendous cosmic power, 
authority and strength of the supreme Lord (Ram or Brahm) in a personified form. 

Since the letter ‘Ra’ (pronounced as in run) of the Sanskrit language is the 
fundamental letter of the Beej Mantra of the Lord, which is ‘Ram’! and which is regarded 
as the ‘seed’ (‘Beej’) from which the rest of creation has emerged (as explained above), it 
follows that all the three aspects of creation represented by these Gods and Goddesses 
rest upon or have their foundation upon this basic letter of the Lord's name’. 

Those who are wise, erudite, enlightened and Brahm-realised are aware of this 
fact (3). 

[Note— The word ‘Ram’ or ‘Raam’ ('Rām') consists of four distinct sounds of the 
Sanskrit language—(1) the consonant ‘Ra’ (as in run, rung), (ii) the long vowel sound 
‘Aa’ (a) which is the second vowel (as in rather, arm or father), (iii) the basic vowel ‘a’ 
which is the primary sound in any language (as in a table; amongst), (iv) and the 
consonant ‘Ma’ (sounded as in mum or come). 

Lord Ram is represented by the basic letter or the very first letter, also known as the 
*Beej letter’, of his name ‘Ram’. Without this first letter, the word ‘Ram’ would have no 
existence. Thus, the first letter of Lord Ram’s name, viz. ‘Ra’ (pronounced as in the 
English word run), stands for the supreme Brahm, the supreme Consciousness, the 
primary entity of this creation without which there would be no such thing as an 
‘existence’. 

The second syllable ‘Aa’ of the Lord’s name is the second vowel sound of the 
Sanskrit language (viz. ‘a’; pronounced as in the English word arm). It represents the 
creator Brahma. 

The third syllable is the vowel sound ‘a’ of the Sanskrit language. It represents the 
sustainer Vishnu. 

And finally, the concluder Shiva is represented by the last letter ‘Ma’ of Lord Ram’s 
holy name. 

Since the vowel sounds of the first (R ‘a’) and the third syllables (a) of the four- 
syllable word *Raam' are the same, it therefore follows that Brahm, the Supreme Being 
represented by Lords Ram, and Vishnu, the sustainer, are one and the same divinity. 

Brahma had initiated the processs of visible creation, and hence he is metaphorically 
represented by the sound of ‘Aa’ when one has to open one’s mouth. After one wakes up 
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from sleep, he opens his mouth to yawn and start speaking, a sign of becoming active in 
this physical world. 

Since Shiva is the God who controls death, he is represented by the last syllable ‘M’ 
as in mum of the four-syllable word of the Lord, because now the mouth is closed. Again, 
since Shiva is said to be the most enlightened, self-realised and the greatest ascetic in 
creation, he spends his time in meditation and contemplation when one does not speak 
but keeps quiet. This again is represented by the closed mouth as happens when 
pronouncing the last syllable ‘M’. 

The initiation of the sound, the propagation of the sound, and the winding up of the 
sound, are represented by the three Trinity Gods, while the loop which ties them together 
into one single and wholesome composite mass, or in other words which completes the 
circle, is the supreme Brahm called Ram. This concept has been explained in Canto 3 of 
Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad.] 


Thus ends Canto 2 of Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad. 
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Chapter-1, Canto-3 
Lord Ram envisioned as the embodiment of the whole cosmos/creation. 
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1. Lord Ram and his divine consort Sita are worshipped through this Beej Mantra of the 
Lord (i.e. the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ stands for both Lord Ram as well as Sita). Or in other 
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words, Lord Ram stands for the Viraat Purush or Vishnu, and Sita represents Prakriti or 
Mother Nature. [This is because Lord Ram stands for the supreme Brahm, while Sita 
stands for the Shakti or dynamic energy and powers of Brahm. As creation unfolded, 
Brahm came to be known as the ‘Viraat Purush' or the primordial Male aspect of creation 
who provided the primary spark of life into the primordial cosmic gel to initiate the 
changes that would ultimately lead to the rolling forward of the wheel of creation. This 
form of Brahm was called ‘Viraat’ because of its colossus size and cosmic contours, and 
*Purush' because it provided the first spark—or “sperm’—of life. Brahm's cosmic energy 
known as Shakti that brought about this change was called ‘Prakriti’ or Nature because it 
gave effect to the desire of Brahm to create and then sustain this creation in a perpetual 
manner by harbouring and providing nourishment to the embryonic creation in its initial 
stages of conception and its subsequent development and growth. It was called ‘Nature’ 
because it took a ‘natural course of evolution’ after its first conception. ] 

It is from them (Ram as the ‘Purush’ or the primordial Male, and Sita as the 
‘Prakriti’ or primary Nature) that the fourteen Bhuvans! (or the fourteen symbolic areas 
of the world) came into being. 

It is from this cosmic form of the Lord that these Bhuvans (i.e. the entire gamut of 
creation) have come into being, it is this Lord that sustains them and protects them, and it 
is in this cosmic Lord that all of them would finally collapse into and vanish. [It is like 
the case of the waves in the huge ocean rising from its surface, developing and growing 
into huge walls of water that can upturn ships and wipe out entire coastal villages when 
they lash on the shore, and when they have spent their force and energy they collapse 
back into the ocean to take rest for some time only to re-emerge with renewed vigour 
when the time comes. But this cycle of waves does not affect or alter the primary form or 
nature of the ocean even a tiny bit. Another fine example would be that of the huge 
banyan tree emerging from a seed, growing into a huge structure, living its life to the full 
and dying to re-emerge from a seed once again.] 

Lord Ram had assumed the form of a human being out of his own maverick 
power of creating delusions, called the power of ‘Maya’ (1). 

[Note—'(a) The name of the fourteen Bhuvans according to Padma Puran are— 7 upper 
worlds- (i) Bhu, (ii) Bhuvha, (iii) Swaha, (iv) Maha, (v) Janaha, (vi) Tapaha, (vii) 
Satyam; 7 nether worlds—(viii) Atal, (ix) Vital, (x) Sutal, (xi) Rasatal, (xii) Talatal, (xiii) 
Mahatal, (xiv) Patal. 

(b) In the beginning there was nothing to start with except the primordial cosmic gel. 
Then the Lord used his magical skills and stupendous powers to mould the entire creation 
from this jelly. The most evident example of this process is the formation of the complex 
human body form the single egg present in the mother and its fertilization by the male 
sperm resulting in an entity known as a man who is a microcosm of the entire creation. 
He is an image of the creation because the Lord had created man in his own image, and 
the entire creation is deemed to be a revelation of the supreme Lord who pervades 
throughout it uniformly. ‘In his own image’ is a figure of speech to emphasize the fact 
that whatever exists in the creation is one or the other form of the Lord, and there is 
nothing which is not a form of the Lord. Therefore, it would be safe to say that the 
maverick cosmic creator had no precedent to copy from; he had to go it alone. 

The fact that the supreme Brahm created a man in his own image, or that Brahm 

revealed himself as a human being is endorsed by the Aitertya Upanishad of the Rig 
Veda tradition as well as the first Chapter of Genesis in the Holy Bible, Old Testament. ] 


38 


TTS AA: AAE TACT 113 1 
efr ska JNIA TITT: 113 1/ 


jagatpranayatmane'smai namah syannamastvaikyam pravadetprāgguneneti // 2// 
iti rāmapūrvatāpinyupanisadi tritlyopanisat //3// 


zu Ofe wp Tat d sud g KU Gd vee gt wa Ud m gl gam eG, 
qum RI T Ble stat Wr ŠIE SST STD Ud ZU GT. À WUTS Se UE WHO SU 
fa; UR sik vada Ta d Pe da db e, cy wm db (2)! 


Anaa cp ga ai Hama ESI 


2. *We bow and pay our respects to the supreme Lord Ram (who is none else but Brahm 
manifested) who lives in this world and uniformly pervades in it as its ‘Atma’ and its 
‘Pran’—1.e. as the creation’s soul and life, as its essence, its fundamental basis and its 
core!" 

The spiritual aspirant should think of Lord Ram as the Supreme Being called 
Brahm who is the primary and primordial cosmic Consciousness that prevailed even 
before this creation came into being or was even conceptualized. This form of the Lord 
transcends even the three Gunas (Sata, Raja and Tama) that helped to determine the 
nature and texture of the would-be creation. It is this form of the Divinity that is worthy 
of adoration and paying respects to, and the worshipper should bow his head to it. 

He should endeavour to establish oneness between his own self, i.e. his own 
Atma, and this supreme Lord, i.e. the supreme Atma. This is called ‘self-realisation’ and 
attainment of Brahm-hood. When this is achieved, the spiritual aspirant exclaims ‘I am 
Lord Ram who is Brahm’; or ‘There is no difference between me and Ram’. This is the 
highest level of spiritual realisation? (2). 

[Note— Having created this world, the Supreme Lord entered it in the form of the Atma, 
the pure consciousness. This Atma is the soul, the essence of this creation, for if the core 
is removed the outer structure would collapse as it would have nothing to support it, or 
nothing to stand on. In other words, the genes of the supreme Father were transferred to 
his off spring, the creature at the micro level and the creation at the macro level, in the 
form of *Consciousness', because Brahm is nothing but cosmic Consciousness. Again, 
since Brahm is the ultimate and absolute Truth of creation, it follows that this Atma 
representing the supreme Lord is also the Truth in this whole setup. This Atma is the 
‘true self? of the creature because it represents the supreme Lord, Brahm or Ram, and just 
like the supreme Lord had allowed himself to be surrounded by Maya (delusions) 
willingly, and thereby got sucked in the vortex of numerous duties pertaining to his own 
creation—such as its sustenance, protection, nourishment and regulation etc.—a man also 


gets sucked in this world if he allows his Atma to be surrounded by delusions and 
ignorance of its exalted heritage. 

Another important component of this creation that infuses ‘life’ in it is the ‘Pran’. 
The word ‘Pran’ means ‘life that is marked by conscious awareness and activity’. In 
practical terms, both the terms ‘Atma’ and ‘Pran’ co-exist because both are like the two 
sides of the same coin. Of what use is consciousness if there is no life on earth, and what 
is the utility of life if there is no conscious awareness? For instance, what is the benefit of 
a man living on life-support systems when his body and its organs have failed? Though 
he might be conscious of his surroundings as his mind is working and he is able to 
perceive impulses from the external world to some extent in perfect order, but suppose 
his hand or mouth does not work as the *Pran' or life in these two organs have left the 
body. In other word, ‘Atma’ is there but ‘Pran’ has left. What a horrible sort of life would 
it be? In the same way, suppose the Pran is very much active and the body's physical life 
and activity are in prime shape, but the man has lost all morality, all sense of ethics and 
conscientiousness. What good is having such a life when he is worse than an animal or 
nothing but a demon in human form? This is what is meant here by saying that the Lord 
entered this world and lives in it as its Atma and its Pran. Even demons and evil spirits 
have life and consciousness in them; even animals and plants have them. But the 
determining factor which distinguishes them from those in whom the Lord actually 
prefers to live as his palace or divine abode is the sublime and positive connotation of 
these two words ‘Atma’ and ‘Pran’. In other words, those who are righteous, auspicious, 
noble, holy and posses other such exalted qualities are deemed to be the truthful ‘sons’ of 
the Lord. It is in their hearts that the Lord has found his abode. 

This is proved by the fact that Lord had to take various forms to kill those who had 
violated the laws of probity and propriety set by him. If we argue that even those who are 
sinful, vile and pervert too have the same Atma and the same Pran representing the Lord 
residing in them, and therefore are personification of the Lord, then this situation would 
not have arrived—and the Lord would not have had to kill them. 

But again there is the grand paradox about Brahm applicable here also. It is true that 
the Lord has manifested himself as the Atma and the Pran, and it has been accepted by 
the Upanishads that the Atma, the pure consciousness, is non-dual and universal in 
nature, as well as the fact that the Pran, the vital winds that infuse life in all the creatures, 
is a sublime entity and one of the five elements in creation. So how come we have two 
sorts of creatures—one good and one bad? The answer is the dominance of one or the 
other of the three Gunas of Sata, Raja and Tama that affect the nature of the Atma and 
which act as the deciding factor as to what sort of basic character, nature, temperament 
and thought process the Atma would assume for itself. Again, though the wind element is 
always fresh and uncorrupted, but if it remains in close proximity to pollution it is bound 
to be affected by it. So, both the Atma as well as the Pran acquire numerous hues of 
personality traits depending upon these three Gunas. 

It has been said earlier in Canto 2 that the same supreme Lord is responsible for 
creation, sustenance and conclusion of creation, so it now becomes obvious that though 
the Atma and the Pran in both the good creature and the bad creature are the same, and 
therefore the same Lord is deemed to be residing in their bosoms, but when negative 
traits are on the ascendance, the Lord decides to restore order and cosmic balance by 
demolishing the tainted or darkened ‘palace’ (i.e. the sinful and evil creatures) and shift 
his residence to new and holy ‘palace’ to make it his residence (by encouraging and 
protecting the good and holy creatures). 

The Lord has been conceptualized as a ‘Purush’—literally meaning ‘one who lives in 
a Pur, a city or palace’. Refer Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda, Canto 
2, Brahman 5, verse no. 18 explicitly as the cosmic all-pervading macrocosmic form of 
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the Supreme Being, called the Viraat Purush, who had entered each and every body of all 
the creatures and had taken up his residence there. According to the Aiteriyo Upanishad 
of Rig Veda, Canto 1, verse nos. 3, the supreme Brahm created the vast universe and his 
image in the form of the Viraat Purush, and the Gods were created from this Viraat— 
Canto 1, verse no. 4. When the mortal world consisting of the visible world was created, 
the human body was considered as the best image of the Viraat Purush, and thus all these 
Gods took up their residence in it—Canto 2, verse nos. 3-5. According to the Brihad 
Aranyak Upanishad of the Shukla Yajur Veda, Canto 2, Brahman 5, verse no. 18, it was 
this Viraat Purush himself that entered the body of all the creatures of this creation. 

The Mundak Upanishad of Atharva Veda, in its Canto 2, section 1, verse nos. 9-10 
clearly affirm that 1t 1s the Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic all-pervading gross body of 
the supreme transcendental Brahm, that resides in the body of all living beings as their 
Atma. 

According to reverend Sankracharya's commentary on Katho-panishad, Canto 1, 
Valli 3, verse no. 11 and Canto 2, Valli 1, verse no. 12, the word Purush refers to that 
supreme entity which uniformly pervades in and completely fills everything that exists. It 
also refers to one who resides inside any place and completely owns that place. 
Therefore, this word Purush refers to the supreme transcendental Brahm who has taken 
up residence in the gross body of the creature at the micro level and in the Viraat Purush 
at the macro level. This Brahm pervades throughout them in a uniform way even as the 
sky and the wind element occupy all available space in the creation. That is also why sky 
is considered as a nearest analogy of Brahm because even the other all-pervading 
element, the wind/air, is present in it and not outside of it. 

“It would not be difficult thing to do because fundamentally both are the same entities 
existing at two different planes. The only requirement is to establish a synergy between 
them—and this is easily achieved by using various means prescribed in the Upanishads, 
such as doing Japa, Yoga and Dhyan. 

‘Japa’ is constant repetition of a Mantra, which in this case is the Ram Mantra. 
Constant repetition helps to multiply the energy of the sound waves that constitute any 
Mantra, and this enhanced energy helps to lift the individual's Atma, the component of 
the main Atma that has become slightly heavier because of its association with the 
negative factors of creation, and aid in its coalescing with the higher Atma, its parent 
source. 

‘Yoga’ literally means to bring about a union between any given two entities, and it 
prescribes various methods to bring this to fruition. In the present case, it is to bring about 
a union between the individual Atma and the universal cosmic Atma. 

And ‘Dhyan’ is the focusing of the mind and energy that helps one to achieve this 
spiritual end. As no success is possible in any field without complete commitment and 
concentration of all the available resources to achieve the desired objective, no success 
can be achieved in the union of the individual Atma with the cosmic Atma without 
Dhyan.] 


Thus ends Canto 3 of Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad. 
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Chapter-1, Canto-4 
The detailed meaning of ‘Ram Mantra’; the process of doing Japa and 
meditation; Ramayan outlined in brief 


sama Fat ATA ATTA Arad | carer wr get wem areata Arad IR 1 


jivavaci namo nama catmarameti giyate / 


tadatmika ya caturthī tatha mayeti gīyate // 1// 


sta ardt st wee è at HT (m) ot e foe adi ou oe at oa fe sf uw 


al dan tl a fe ws sta a sta we GP usb qu ofa Fo mud ēl Se WD m 
aa UA Ud STU À HAT: TTT usb sa $ usn GHI SHTOTUD TT È (2)! 


1. The five-lettered primary Mantra of dedication and devotion for Lord Ram is basically 
*Raamaaye Namaha’ (Ramaya Namah). [Refer Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 2, verse 
no. 10.] 

The word ‘Namaha’ in this Mantra is indicative of the Jiva or the living being that 
is submissively praying to or bowing before the Lord with due humility, while the word 
‘Ram/Raam’ refers to the eternal, imperishable, supreme and transcendental Atma 
representing the cosmic Consciousness which has manifested as the Lord with the name 
‘Ram’. [Refer Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 13-14.] 

The suffix ‘Aaya’ (aya) added to the name of the Lord ‘Ram (Ram)’, and forming 
an inseparable part of the Lord’s name in this eclectic Mantra, refers to the oneness 
between Lord Ram and Jiva (the creature; the living being). It establishes a bridge 
between the two. Put simply it means that there is no difference between the creature 
(called the ‘Jivatma’) and the ‘Parmatma’ (the supreme Atma). In other words, ‘the soul’ 
and ‘the supreme Soul’ are one and the same thing, albeit they exist at two different 
levels due to exigencies of creation. 

[The suffix ‘Aaya’ of the word *Ramaya'— Ram + aya = Ramaya—is called the 
fourth Vibhakti of the word ‘Ram’. A ‘Vibhakti’ is a certain case or inflexion of a word 
in the Sanskrit grammar. 

In contemporary and modern terms, it is like saying “Oh yes, certainly (“aye”) 
Lord Ram is the Supreme Being or the Parmatma.” When the word “Namah”, meaning 
‘to bow’, is added to it, the whole Mantra obviously means “I pay my obeisance to Lord 
Ram, who is, in all sooth and without gainsay, the Lord God and the Supreme Being, by 
bowing before him".] (1). 
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mantroyam vācako ramo vacyah syadyoga etayoh / 
phalata$caiva sarvesam sadhakanam na samšayah // 2// 


‘GUA HS ae Mat si Hor SAT e Gras 2) sit TA TU We mb arg Ge) P 
z4 AÑ a wu qe cp SM sik cx K mfg UIS UA wq sima PO Wes 
PA ToT ÈI mud wu weg Ae € (2)! 


2. The basic Mantra dedicated to Lord Ram is *Ram Ramaya Namah'. [Refer Ram 
Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 16. It briefly means ‘I bow reverentially to Lord 
Ram who is represented by the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’. This Beej Mantra has the same 
spiritual importance and divine significance as the eclectic Mantra ‘OM’ which stands for 
the supreme Brahm. `] 

In this Mantra, the words *Ramaya Namah' refer to the person who offers the 
worship to Lord Ram because he is the one who is bowing before the deity whom he 
worships, while the Beej Mantra *Ram' refers to the fundamental identity of the deity to 
whom this worship is being offered. In other words, the second part of the Mantra (i.e. 
Raamaaye Namaha) helps the spiritual aspirant to realise that the deity to whom he is 
paying his homage in the form of Lord Ram is none else but the supreme Brahm who is 
referred to in the first part of the Mantra by the Beej *Ram'. [Incidentally, this Beej is 
also the one for the cosmic fire element, which implies that the deity to whom worship is 
being offered personifies all the purity, magnificence, splendour, glories and potentials of 
the fire element.] 

A coordination between these two help to synergize their energies and coordinate 
their powers, strengths and potentials for the benefit of the worshipper so much so that all 
his desires and wishes are fulfilled. There is no doubt in it (2). 

[Note—The Beej Mantra in Sanskrit is ‘Ram’ which when pronounced in English sounds 
as a ‘Raatm’ where ‘m’ is silent as in the word come. It has another subtle sound 
equivalent to ‘Raa+ng’ where ‘ng’ is pronounced as in the word among. 

It is only when the two half of the Mantra are coordinated that the circuit is 
completed and desired energy generated that can empower the worshipper to achieve 
success in his spiritual endeavours. A harmony must be established between the worldly 
form of the Supreme Being as Lord Ram, represented by the word ‘Ram’ in the Mantra, 
and his cosmic, almighty and all-pervading divine form as Brahm represented by the Beej 
Mantra ‘Ram’ so that the worshipper, who is represented by the last word ‘Namaha’, can 
actually establish a link between the worldly microcosmic individual form of the Lord as 
the king of Ayodhya known as ‘Ram’, and his ethereal divine macrocosmic and all- 
pervading supreme form as the transcendental, supreme and almighty ‘Brahm’. The word 
‘Namah’ implies that the wise and enlightened worshipper is bowing before Ram not as 
a human being and an ordinary king but as the manifested form of the Supreme Being 
himself. This wisdom and erudition is absolutely essential if one were to remove doubts 
and all sorts of confusions and schisms that may arise in his heart about the authenticity, 
the truthfulness and the philosophical import of this Upanishad. ] 
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"rer aa area uem dist aq qoem desmit ed aAA Tag di 


yatha nami vacakena namna yo'bhimukho bhavet / 


tatha bījātmako mantro mantrino'bhimukho bhavet // 3// 


wir sah ar AM stat € Sue Vener Uode MIT SH SIMT Pg mul eR uu 4 AT NA 
Wad a wet afer up fecun MA nep go e UG Mari TA S Td Ë 
(3)1 


3. When a person is called by his name, he comes forward or presents himself in front of 
the caller. Similarly, by the use of the Beej Mantra of the Lord, or repeating it while 
doing Japa, the devotee or the spiritual seeker is able to have a communion with Lord 
Ram. The Lord too comes forward or appears before the devotee or the spiritual aspirant 
who remembers the Lord and calls him for help by directly using his name, i.e. by 
directly appealing to him by his personal name that is specific to the Lord, which is the 
‘Beej Mantra’ known as “Ram or Ram"! (3). 
[Note—'The Beej Mantra of Lord Ram is like his unique identity code. When he is 
addressed by this Beej he knows that the devotee is one of his close followers because 
only a person who is dear to someone would have the liberty and the privilege to call the 
other person by his first name or even by his nick-name. If someone is not too close to 
someone, he would rather use the formal format of addressing the other person, but when 
anyone is close and intimate with the other person he would prefer the informal address 
and call the person by his nick-name or his pet name. So, when the devotee prays to Lord 
Ram with this Mantra, he is directly approaching the Lord. 
In this analogy, the Beej Mantra is like someone's pet name or nick-name by which 
he is fondly known to and called by those who are very close to him as compared to his 
formal name and address with which he is known to and addressed by the rest of the 
world in his formal life. Hence, the use of the Beej Mantra establishes a close proximity 
between the worshipper and the deity worshipped, and it creates an environment of 
informality and direct access as compared to formal names.] 


sere aAa: KTR | slot wes fam SOT: MAPS Is | 


bījašaktim nyaseddaksavamayoh stanayorapi / 


kilo madhye vina bhāvyah svavafichaviniyogavan // 4// 


me a afer fes de aa (MTU) $ ST cbr gl cet KA M, UD cmm a 
ad aA Wan CD aes gl WE WO (End) Ui Wm wq za um xp Un anm 
FSI Ut 4 feu saat (Wer ow ARNA we (4) 
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4. [Now onwards, the formal process of doing worship is being narrated.] 

The spiritual aspirant/seeker should concentrate his mind and intellect on the main 
word of the Mantra. It is *Ramaya'. It consists of three syllables or letters—viz. ‘Ra’ + 
‘ma’ + ‘ya’. 

The first letter ‘Ra’ of this word refers to the Beej Mantra (the seed/root Mantra) of 
Lord Ram—viz. *Ram'. The second letter *Ma' refers to the Lord's Shakti (i.e. his cosmic 
dynamic energy, potentials and powers revealed as Prakriti). And the last word ‘Ya’ is 
the binding force that bridges the gap between the individual Jiva and the Lord, and 
between the Lord and his divine Shakti. It is therefore called the *Kilak'—the ‘nail’ that 
fixes this oneness between the two, the ‘peg’ which helps to keep the both the Jiva as 
well as the Shakti attached to their supreme Lord (Ram or Brahm personified). 

Now, for the purpose of formal worship, the process of Anga-Nyas is being 
described. The ‘Beej’ (Ram) should be meditatively established on the right half of the 
chest of the worshipper. The ‘Shakti’ part (Ma) should be established on the left half of 
the chest. And finally, the ‘Kilak’ (Ya) should be established in the centre of the chest in 
the region of the heart. 

This process is prescribed for worship and offering of prayers to Lord Ram to seek 
his blessings so that all the desires, wishes and aspirations of the devotee can be fulfilled 


(4). 


Gaga TUIS BIRO: HA: | ST WIHISTATUNRESTHI Alea WU: Ilu I 


sarvesameva mantranamesa sadharanah kramah / 


atra ramo'nantarüpastejasa vahnina samah // 5// 


wp web ar ga wa dart $— ved ais, fuu owe, fx for a =e cum ed fux 
sra Jd ad wang fate a faa sum | A oot MĒRU fm at aa È ot Wn, 
arra, aami ATT È ws qupd fp m uw (4) 


5. This is the traditional sequence followed for the use of all the Mantras during formal 
forms of worship— viz, first comes the ‘seed’ or ‘Beej’ of the Mantra, then the ‘Shakti’, 
followed by the ‘Kilak’, and finally the 'Viniyog' or invocational prayer for the 
fulfillment of the worshipper's desires. 

The worshipper should meditate upon Lord Ram as the personification of the ‘Param 
Brahm’, the supreme, transcendental, eternal, infinite, imperishable and measureless 
Brahm who is the cosmic Consciousness and the Supreme Atma or the Supreme Soul of 
this creation. [Refer Canto 2, verse nos. 1-2.] 

He should meditate and contemplate upon Lord Ram as a personification of the 
cosmic 'fire element (Agni)'. Lord Ram is the Fire God manifested with all his purity, 
brilliance, dazzle, glory, radiance, splendour, energy, authority, powers and potentials (5). 
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werfen Sd | sre KAUT waft AZT WT lie dd 


sattvanusņaguvisvascedagnīsomātmakam jagat / 


utpannah sitaya bhati candra$candrikaya yatha // 6// 


ĀRA arf 4 war aa ah wot ate Vilde feo ae Či oR fm gave det qm 
aq wo vided yer sud È wp Set Fam vino wf aret dar U aa e odi 
afta aera we (St ous quw e) ot sari at či dk da om xm st yar 
viru Wa È SHE aa ahaa 4 MA A) 


[Are : w wee dur afta at vets B Us AT Mee TMT aT Met $1 ota: THA 
a afferre, af det ud vised 4 dart a smd ae smi aa i] 


6. Being richly endowed by the Sata Guna (which is the best quality and most auspicious 
amongst the three Gunas), the Lord is the one who creates this ‘Vishwa’ or the vast 
universe. 

Inspite of being splendorous, fierce and potent like the ‘fire’ element (refer verse 
no. 5), Lord Ram is also cool and soothing like the rays of the ‘moon’. This creation or 
world or universe is therefore a unified form of two opposite forces of creation—one is 
the most dynamic and relentless nature of Brahm represented by the ferocious and 
scorching fire element, and the other is the soothing and nourishing aspect of Brahm 
represented by the moon. [It must be noted that the Beej Mantra for the Fire is also the 
letter ‘Ra’ and its extended form ‘Raa’. Refer Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 2, verse 
nos. 1-2, 6, 10-11, 40, 80; and Canto 5, verse no. 3.] 

In other words, the soothing aspect of the Lord counters the heat and scorch of the 
fire element in the world, enabling life to flourish in it. 

Goddess Sita represents the moon because she is as beautiful and charming as the 
latter. She is also the Shakti of the Lord, i.e. his dynamic energy, his cosmic powers and 
potentials manifested in the form of his consort to accompany the Lord during his sojourn 
on earth. But she derives her authority and powers from being associated with the 
supreme Lord and only carries out the Lord's wishes and instructions. Hence, it is Lord 
Ram (as the supreme Brahm or cosmic Consciousness personified) that is the main body 
of the moon, while its soothing rays and its beauty are represented by Sita. 

Therefore, when Lord Ram is associated with Sita in his cosmic form as Brahm 
and his Shakti, or as the Viraat Purush and his Prakriti, the resultant product is this 
mysterious creation consisting of both the ‘fire’ aspect, i.e. the male aspect represented 
by Lord Ram, and the ‘cool and soothing’ aspect, 1.e. the female aspect symbolized by 
Sita. 

Hence, if Ram is the moon then Sita is the latter's soothing light and beauty (6). 
With Sita, Sri Ram resembles the beautiful full moon with its most enchanting, soothing 
and glorious moonlight (6). 
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[Note— The word ‘Ram’ has two parts of letters—'Ra' (as in rather) which represents 
the ‘fire’ aspect of creation, and ‘Ma’ (as in come) which represents the moon or cool 
aspect. Incidentally, the letter ‘Ma’ also refers to a ‘mother’. Hence, if Lord Ram is the 
Father, the ‘Purush’, then Sita is the universal Mother, the ‘Shakti’ personified.] 


THM Bed: wur: Vitara Sere: | ST: BUSS KO ANT TA: died! 


prakrtya sahitah syamah pītavāsā jatadharah / 
dvibhujah kuņdalī ratnamali dhiro dhanurdharah // 7// 


ar ake BD IA R SIN art wq, sme we (diam) x ae faa $a 3191 
auf vam 2, 3 tae ae fd e, KR M wer 2, pend 2, arti dev t, TO d 
Iet at MET $, 3 sh fia, wap $ ous sq fed cu $ (v)| 


7. The worshipper should meditate upon the divine and sublime form of Lord Ram as 
follows—The Lord is established alongside Prakriti. [The word ‘Prakriti’ refers to 
Mother Nature at the macrocosmic level of creation, and it represents his cosmic dynamic 
energy called Shakti. When the Lord who is known as the Viraat Purush or Lord Vishnu 
at the macrocosmic level, manifested himself as Lord Ram (see verse no. 1 of Canto 1), 
this Prakriti, which was also known as Laxmi in the context of Vishnu, revealed itself as 
Sita to accompany the Lord during his sojourn on earth. This was done to aid the Lord in 
his duties and obligations for which he had decided to come on earth as a human being.] 

Lord Ram has a dark complexion, wears a Pitambar (a yellow, seamless, silk body- 
wrapping garment worn by Vishnu), has matted lock of hairs on his head, has to arms, 
large ear-rings adorn him, a garland of gems is around his neck, and he holds a bow. By 
temperament he is defined as being *Dhirr—.e. someone who is calm, patient, sober and 
tolerant, as well as fearless, courageous, serious and steady under adversities (7). 


SAT Se YET: | THI KK RITĒJA dé dd 


prasannavadano jetā ghrstyastakavibhūsitah / 


prakrtyā paramešvaryā jagadyonyānkitānkabhrt // 8// 


3 (m) ware e, dan fase e, ane fufast d qm di VAR 4 oR YG wp 
eq d g (dia) za p qum farsa = (4)! 
[az : ame fatsat fra é— (2) am sat gen aa emer fas feat 4 Ui 
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8. His (Lord Ram's) countenance is always cheerful, and he is invariably victorious in 
war. 

He is endowed with the eight mystical accomplishments called the *Siddhis" that 
add glory and elegance to his already exalted position, magnificent splendour, divine 
powers and authority. 

The primary Prakriti (primordial Nature) which is the cause of creation and is a 
personified form of the divine Shakti of the Supreme Being has manifested itself (as Sita, 
the Lord's divine consort), and has established itself on his left. [That is, when Prakriti 
revealed itself along with the Supreme Being to accompany the latter, it assumed the 
form of Sita and took up her position on his left as Lord Ram's divine consort. It is a 
tradition amongst Hindus that a wife always sits to the left of her husband.] (8). 

[Note—'The eight renowned Siddhis or mystical achievements that adorn Lord Ram are 
certain supernatural special powers that are possessed by him which are not normally 
available to ordinary humans. The Lord is richly endowed with these Siddhis which not 
only give him special divine powers and authority but add to his honour and exalted 
position in this world. These eight Siddhis are the following—(1) *Anima” which is the 
power to become microscopic or so minute that one becomes invisible to the naked eye; 
(ii) ‘Mahima’ is to have magnificence, majesty, glory and fame; it bestows unmatched 
honour and acknowledgement for one’s achievements, wisdom, erudition, knowledge and 
skills; (iii) ‘Garima’ is the virtue that gives weight, stature, dignity, elegance, decorum, 
gravity and significance to the person who possesses it; (iv) '*Laghima' is the grand virtue 
of being simple and humble inspite of being great, powerful and authoritative; it is to 
have simplicity and humility despite possessing grandeur, majesty, power, authority and 
magnificence; (v) *Praapti' is to be able to attain or obtain anything wished or desired for; 
(vi) ‘Praakramya’ is to have valour, ardour, strength, powers, prowess, potential and 
punch leading to triumph, glory and majesty; (vii) Ishwatwa is to be able to have lordship 
and sway over everything else; and (viii) * Vashitwa' is to be able to control and subdue 
others and bring them under one's influence and obedience.] 


era ITT aegea frat | Pee: poon qu: eue wer |18 11 


hemabhaya dvibhujaya sarvalankrtaya cita / 


Slistah kamaladharinya pustah kosalajatmajah // 9// 


dit 4 att at ae HH 4 uum chm vf ši rat i dt pnd F, d ume ap a 
Ayia è ud ag Ù ame fea $, qd ae dd gu dde Tea (m) 2 ws 
(wage) feed € (8)! 
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9. The radiance of Sita's divine body resembles that of gold, and she is fair 
complexioned. She has two arms, is adorned with all the ornaments, and holds a lotus 
flower in her hand. The son of the Kaushal-clan (Lord Ram) is sitting happily close to her 


(9). 


Of GATT VT V4: | SAMS Ter VM END DR |i 


daksine laksmanenatha sadhanuspanina punah / 


hemabhenanujenaiva tatha konatrayam bhavet // 10// 


ae Gis x) afer am (unn) d sume u$ $1 aT at ws aa dd 4 dam 
TT 81 4 WD snp aor SMS fap gu ŠI SH UU WW, oa ud ar gr um far 
SH SH SII È (0)I 


10. In the front of Lord Ram is standing Laxman (his younger brother) with a bow and 
arrow in hand. His complexion is radiant and fair like gold. 
The trio—Lord Ram, Sita (seated on his left) and Laxman (standing in front) — 
form a triangle (10). 
[Note—The divine triangle has Sita at one point, Laxman at the second point, and Lord 
Ram at the third point. A triangle can only be formed if the three are not in a single line. 
The word ‘daksin’ used in the text means either ‘right’ or ‘front’. Usually, in 
iconography, Laxman is depicted as standing to the ‘right’ of Lord Ram. So, if this view 
is taken into consideration, then to make a triangle it is necessary that Sita and Laxman 
are positioned slightly at an angle vis-à-vis Lord Ram to make it possible for them to 
form a triangle. For otherwise, any line joining the three would be a straight line. This is 
why the word daksin is interpreted as Laxman standing in front of Lord Ram—so that a 
*triangle can be made”. 
This ‘triangle’ is a miniature depiction of creation in a symbolic form. Here, Lord 
Ram stands for ‘Brahm’ (the Supreme Being), Laxman for ‘Jiva’ (the living being; the 
creature), and Sita for ‘Prakriti’ (Mother Nature in whose womb the whole creation is 
conceived, grows and develops, and then sustained and harboured). ] 


qa TI Hemp says Sta | us fered xard dar d GATT: 1R? N 


tathaiva tasya mantrasya yasyanu$ca svanentaya / 


evam trikoņarūpam syattam deva ye samayayuh // 11// 
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11. The divine and complete Mantra of Lord Ram is ‘Ram Ramaya Namah’ consisting of 
three words—the first word ‘Ram’ is called the Beej Mantra and is indicative of Lord 
Ram himself, the second word ‘Ramaya’ symbolises the other half of Lord Ram, i.e. his 
divine consort Sita, and the third word ‘Namah’ represents the Jiva, the living being, 
represented by Laxman who is ever ready to serve the Lord with all humility and 
submissiveness. 
Hence, this Mantra also forms another symbolic triangle! for the purposes of 
worship and construction of the Yantra (worship instrument) of Lord Ram. 
Once upon a time, all the Gods came to have a divine glimpse (Darshan) of Lord 
Ram (11). 
[Note—'In this triangle, the Beej Mantra 'Rām' occupies the apex, the word ‘Ramaya’ 
occupies the point to the left, and the word ‘Namah’ to the right. This Mantra is 
mentioned in verse no. 2 of the present Canto 4.] 


afd sas sora: ufi Herat ary | TITS TAS TAT ATTA F IRR I 


stutim cakrusca jagatah patim kalpatarau sthitam / 


kamarüpaya ramaya namo mayamayaya ca // 12// 


wa s4 tame Fw os gts KA & fee n aoe 4 Th feusmm 
Jat Ht, “HH? H GAM GX, AIT SHASTA, Us Aa IRR SUD mu STO ATA 
A THEE È (22)! 


12. The Lord was seated under the shade of the Kalpa Tree’. 

The Gods prayed as follows—‘Oh Lord (Ram)! You are a personification of 
Kaam (Kam) and Maya (Māyā)*. We most reverentially bow before you’. 

[Since the Beej Mantra of Lord Ram is cited above, here the meaning might be 
altered a bit to mean—‘Oh Lord! You are also represented by the Beej Mantra for Kaam 
which is ‘Klim’, and for Maya which is ‘Hrm’ besides the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’. 

Hence, this acknowledgement by the Gods implies that they have prayed to Lord 
Ram with the following two Mantras as well—(i) Klīm Ramaya Namah, and (ii) Hrm 
Ramaya Namah. Refer also to Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 16.] (12). 

[Note—'The Kalpa Tree—It is the evergreen tree of the Gods. It is said to possess 
mystical powers and can bestow all that is desired by an aspirant or seeker. The Botanical 
name of the Kalpa Tree is Adansonis Digitta; it is also called ‘Parijaat? meaning 
‘descended from the sea’, and 'Harsingar' meaning ‘the decoration of the Gods, 
especially Lord Hari’. The English name of it is Coral Jasmine; in Latin it is called 
Nyctanthes Arbor Tristis (nyctanthes means the night flower, while arbor tristis means 
the sad tree). Its flower is said to be worn by the Gods. The orange colour of the flower is 


used for dying silk and cotton, a practice originating with Buddhist monks. According to 
legends, it was produced during the churning of the ocean for the search of Amrit, or the 
ambrosia of eternity and bliss, by the Demons and the Gods. The king of the Gods, Indra, 
took it away and planted it in his capital at Amravati. According to another legend (in 
Vishnu Puran), a princess named Parijaat fell in love with the Sun God and followed him 
throughout the day. As night approached, the Sun became disenchanted with her and did 
not like her overtures any longer. Disillusioned and despaired, she died, and a tree grew 
up from the ashes at the site of her funeral pyre. The flower of this tree could not bear the 
sight of the Sun, and therefore it blooms during the night, and with the crack of dawn, it 
falls and dies. 

?The word ‘Kam’ refers to the God of this name, and he is the God of beauty and 
passions. Here the reference implies that Lord Ram is as charming and handsome, as 
attractive and enchanting as Kaam-deo, the patron God of these qualities. It also means 
that the Lord can fulfill all the desires of his devotees. 

"The word ‘Maya’ means delusions and its accompanying hallucinations and 
illusions. The supreme Brahm had employed this magical power of Maya to create this 
world out of his imagination, expanded it to astounding dimensions, endowed it with 
stupendous charms and magnificence, gave it beauty, grandeur and majesty, and made it 
so real and life-like that even the wisest of sages and seers lost their bearings and felt it to 
be the real thing. In short, the Gods are praising the supreme Lord for his astounding 
abilities and supernatural magical powers to create something out of nothing. They 
indirectly pray to the Lord to give them immunity from his Maya so that they do not get 
deluded by it just like it has deluded the rest of the world. 

The significance of the use of a triangle to depict the relationship between the three 
units of creation—viz. the supreme Brahm who is the primary cause of everything in this 
existence, his Maya which actually results in the artificial world coming into being and 
keeping the soul of the creature trapped in it, and the Jiva or the living being. Now let us 
examine its implications. 

Any triangle has three sides and it represents a closed enclosure with no exit. Outside 
of this triangle there is nothing but void. Even if one point of this triangle is removed, the 
triangle would cease to exist. This 1s how the world that traps the creature is imagined to 
be and depicted in this triangle. On the apex corner is the supreme Brahm represented by 
the Beej Mantra of Lord Ram and visibly by Lord Ram himself. The other end is his 
Maya represented by Sita, and the third corner is the Jiva represented by Laxman. 

In this geometrical setup, even though the Jiva wishes to reach Brahm he would not 
be able to do so as long as the triangle exists—i.e. as long as the point represented by 
Maya persists. So, it would necessitate the removal of this corner of Maya in order to 
enable the corner representing the Jiva to retract itself and coalesce with the first point 
representing Brahm or the Parmatma. This happens because as soon as one point is 
eliminated, i.e. when the Maya is done away with, the line between Brahm and Maya as 
well as between the Jiva and Maya become redundant. Since a triangle exists only till we 
have three points linked with three lines, when one of the points is done away with— 
which in this case is the point of Maya—the triangle vanishes. What remains is only one 
single line with two ends—at one end is the Brahm and at the other end is the Jiva. Then 
it is easy for the latter to move quickly towards the former. 

In other words, if the Jiva or the creature eliminates Maya or delusions, it becomes 
feasible and practical for him to obtain oneness with the supreme Brahm. This is his 
Mukti, or spiritual liberation and deliverance, from having to remain shackled to this 
world and separated from the Parmatma. 

From the point of the triangle where the Jiva is placed, there are two other points— 
one is Brahm and the other is Maya. To reach the point of Brahm, the Jiva has to get rid 
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of the third Maya so that a straight line is drawn between him and Brahm. Now, he has 
two options to achieve this—one is to eliminate Maya himself by strenuous efforts, and 
the other is to request Brahm to retract the latter's Maya so that the point of Maya is 
drawn towards the apex of the triangle and finally merged with it, thereby leaving a 
straight line linking the Jiva with the Brahm. 

That is one goal achieved, but that is not the end of the journey. Now the Jiva would 
either have to walk himself towards Brahm along the line separating them, or request the 
Lord to roll-in the line and thereby pull the devotee towards himself. Obviously, the latter 
choice is the easier of the two. Herein lie the importance of Bhakti or having devotion for 
the Lord and total submission towards the Lord.] 

Now let us have another look at this triangle. When one of the corners of the triangle 
represented by the ‘creature’ ceases to exist, as in the case when the creature finds 
emancipation and salvation, the world represented by the triangle simply vanishes. That 
is, as soon as the creature realises that he is linked to divinity in its two fundamental 
forms represented by the two arms of the triangle—one that links him to Nature or 
Prakriti and its myriad delusions and deceptions called Maya, and the other that links him 
to the supreme Brahm—he graphically knows where he stands in the cosmic graph. So, 
when he annihilates his independent identity as a ‘Jiva’ and merges himself with the 
supreme Brahm by acquisition of Gyan (i.e. by becoming enlightened and wise about the 
Truth of creation called Brahm, and the falsehood of the material world of sense objects 
represented by Maya), the triangle automatically vanishes. In this scenario what is left are 
the supreme Brahm and his Maya. They are represented by the single line joining the 
remaining two points of the erstwhile triangle—a line that can be drawn to infinity or 
reduced to a point. This single point is the origin of the line as well as the triangle. This 
single point can be drawn into a line of infinite length, or made into a closed space of a 
triangle. 

The cosmos is therefore infinite, folding and unfolding continuously from this single 
point known as Brahm. But when the third point comes into play, either as the Maya or as 
the Jiva, this infinite creation assumes a finite form as the world known to the Jiva. This 
is why an ignorant creature is selfish and mypic in his view of existence. He just cannot 
see beyond the triangle and remains fixed in his ideas. But when the same creature 
becomes wise, enlightened and learned, he sees a possibility beyond the triangle, and then 
realises that the infinite world not butted and bounded by the three lines of this symbolic 
triangle is also possible. Such a man would feel like a caged-bird most restless in its 
caged surrounding and fluttering its wings madly to fly away to freedom. The breaking of 
the triangle is the symbolic breaking of the cage, and then the Atma or the soul of the Jiva 
can fly off to its freedom by merging into the vast space beyond the enclosure in the form 
of this symbolic triangle that represents this world kept in place by delusions called 
*Maya'.] 


HI SHAT SRT FAT AA: | TARTS Waa ARTA 3 I 


namo vedadirüpaya onkaraya namo namah / 


ramadharaya ramaya $riramayatmamürtaye // 13// 
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13. We (the Gods) give our due respects, pay our obeisance and bow before Lord Ram 
who is a personified form of the Vedas as well as the ethereal Mantra OM which is their 
primary origin. [This is because OM is the Beej Mantra for the supreme transcendental 
Brahm or Pranav who is the primordial cause of the entire creation coming into being. 
Further, OM represents the first sound in creation, and it is this primary sound which 
evolved to form distinct alphabets which in turn formed words and hymns in which the 
Vedas were composed and revealed by the creator Brahma. The reference to OM implies 
that the Gods have recognized the following Mantra of Lord Ram too—‘Om Rāmāya 
Namah’. Here, the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ is replaced by ‘OM’.] 

Oh Lord! You are the Lord known as Ram who supports Ramaa (Rama also 
known as Laxmi, the Goddesses of wealth and prosperity) and who is a personified form 
(‘Murti’) of Maya itself. [Here, Rama, the Goddess of worldly wealth and material 
prosperity is called ‘Maya’ or deluding. Lord Ram is the one who has full control over 
this aspect of creation too. In other words, if the devotee wishes so, the Lord can give him 
all the riches of the world, and if the devotee wishes salvation and emancipation from this 
world the Lord can make him immune to the entrapments and temptations of the same 
worldly riches. The Lord can grant anything the devotee wishes.] (13). 


TAH CCITT WATS RA | Aas WSR TMH di 


jānakīdehabhūsāya raksoghnaya šubhāngine / 


bhadrāya raghuvīrāya dašāsyāntakarūpine // 14// 
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14. Janki (Sita) is like an ornament that adorns the Lord (Ram)'. 

The Lord is a slayer (or eliminator) of demons (representing the evil, sinful, 
denigrated, degenerated and corrupt creatures in this world). To demonstrate it, Lord 
Ram had slayed the ten-headed Ravana’, the king of demons, for whom he was like Kaal, 
the God of death himself personified. 

We pay our homage to Lord Raghuvir, the Lord who had taken birth as a brave 
warrior in the clan of king Raghu (of Ayodhya) and who is very polite, civilized and 
cultured as well as a thorough nobleman and a perfect gentleman (‘Bhadra’) (14). 


[Note— That is, since Lord Ram is the divine husband of Sita, who is Goddess Laxmi 
personified, it follows that all the worldly honours, respects, fames, majesties, 
magnificence, grandeur, pomp and circumstance that adorn the Lord are actually the 
subtle qualities of Goddess Laxmi on display—because the world is accustomed to 
honouring and giving importance to those who are blessed by ‘Laxmi’, or who are well- 
endowed with these qulifications. Since this materialistic world gives immense 
importance to wealth and its accompanying powers, this allusion to Laxmi herself being 
the ornamentation of Lord Ram is mentioned here to indicate the great fame and powers 
that the Lord exercises in this world are as a result of Goddess Laxmi accompanying 
Lord Vishnu in his incarnation as Lord Ram. 

This stanza also means that ‘Lord Ram is the one who adorns Janki or Laxmi’. In this 
latter case, the meaning would be reversed—that 1s, Laxmi, the Goddess of wealth, has 
acquired her importance and prominence because of her association with the supreme 
Lord Ram. Or that Sita has acquired all her glories because of her association with Lord 
Ram. 

"The ‘ten’ heads of Ravana has a symbolic meaning. Usually the demons had only 
one head like all living beings. They were called *demons' because of their evil and sinful 
deeds, corrupt tendencies and despicable demeanours. The numeral ‘ten’ simply means 
that their king Ravana was ten times more sinful and ten times more powerful than the 
rest of them. So the Lord decided to get rid of this great menace first and treat the ten- 
headed Ravana's killing as a warning to the rest of the demon race to mend themselves or 
face the same punishment. The Lord wished to give the rest of the demons a chance to 
mend their ways out of fear for their lives, if for nothing else. In fact, this is what exactly 
happened. Not all the demons were killed and eliminated from the surface of earth—and 
the surviving ones were ruled by Vibhishan who was the younger brother of Ravana and 
who had taken sides with Lord Ram in the epic war at Lanka in which Ravana was killed. 

There is another interpretation of depicting Ravana with ten heads. He was not an 
ordinary demon or villain, for Ravana was an expert in the four Vedas (Rig, Sam, Yajur 
and Atharva), the four Up-Vedas or sub-Vedas (Dhanur Veda pertaining to the science of 
warfare, Aurveda pertaining to herbal medicines, Arthashastra pertaining to economics 
and public administration, and Gandharva-veda related to music, song and dance-drama), 
the Purans (mythological histories) and the Dharmashastras (other scriptures relating to 
the philosophy of Dharma or the laws of probity, propriety and righteousness). But 
inspite of this huge body of knowledge at his disposal he still became sinful because of 
his lust and arrogance. This has the message that mere knowledge of the scriptures is not 
sufficient for one's salvation; one must implement them in practice. By killing Ravana 
the Lord has sent a strong message to such people who are proud of their overpowering 
control over the scriptures that salvation is not theirs if they are not careful in how they 
utilise this knowledge and skill. The Lord would not excuse them even if they are 
Brahmins (Ravana was a Brahmin by birth) and learned (Ravana was matchless in his 
knowledge of the scriptures) if they become sinful and fall from their path.] 


TA! META! TS! gam! | At cee wat fe Ēri AT IRUII 


ramabhadra mahesvasa raghuvira nrpottama / 


bho dasasyantakasmakam raksam dehi $riyam ca te // 15// 
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15. Oh Ram Bhadra (the gentleman, noble and honorable Lord Ram)! Oh Maheshwas 
(the Almighty Lord; or the Lord who is worshipped by Lord Shiva also known as 
Mahesh)! Oh Raghuvir (the brave warrior born in king Raghu's clan)! Oh Nripottam (the 
best amongst the kings)! Oh the slayer of the 10-headed Ravana! Please grant us your 
protection and patronage. Save us, protect us! 

Grant us or bless us with *Sri” or divine treasures in the form of great virtues and 
excellent qualities which have direct association with you— i.e. which can be used by us 
only for auspicious, righteous and noble causes, which will lead us to you, and which 
would give us emancipation and salvation (as opposed to the worldly treasures and 
comforts that provide gratification of the sense organs, inspire indulgences in and 
attachments to worldly affairs that entangle the soul and prevent its liberation and 
deliverance from the endless cycle of birth and death in which it finds itself trapped).’ 


(15). 
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tvamaisvaryam dapayatha sampratya$varimaranam / 
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16. The Gods further said—'Bestow us and bless us with all the good virtues that you 
possess your self or that would make us as exalted and honourable as your own divine 
self.’ [That is, make it possible that we, the Gods, too can attain an exalted stature 
whereby we can also become one with you, or we can obtain liberation and salvation for 
our own selves. | 

The Gods prayed to Lord Ram and felt cheerful, reassured and comforted. They 
secretly accompanied the Lord till the time he had not killed the demons (16). 


Wada fe RTI UST SI: | TAT aaa a: aAa ||| 


stuvantyevam hi rsayastada ravana asurah / 


ramapatnim vanastham yah svanivrttyarthamadade // 17// 
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17. Like the Gods, the sages, hermits and seers also prayed to him (Lord Ram). 

Meanwhile, the demon Ravana stole (abducted) Lord Ram’s wife (Sita) from the 
forest where she was staying at that period of time with the Lord. This misdeed on the 
part of Ravana was the cause that led to his final ruin (17). 
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sa ravana iti khyāto yadva ravacca ravanah / 


tadvyajeneksitum sitam ramo laksmana eva ca // 18// 
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18. Since the demon had abducted Ram's consort (Sita) from a *Vana' (meaning a dense 
forest), he was called *Ravana'. [The first letter of the word Ram and the word Vana are 
combined to form the name of the demon as *Ra+vana = Ravana'.] 

There is another interpretation. Ravana also means—‘the one who makes others 
weep, cry, lament and wail due to the severe torments and sorrows inflicted upon them* 
(for Ravana's actions had made Sita suffer, weep and wail). 

Further, he made a lot of noise or false claims, or he used to brag haughtily about 
his achievements, his strength and powers as well as of his invincibility and lordship over 
even the heavens. So the first part of his name Ravana comes from the word Rav for 
*fuss, noise, chatter, clamour, nuisance and din'!. Hence, he became famous as ‘Ravana’, 
or the one who makes a lot of noise and false claims. 

Meanwhile, Lord Ram and Laxman began their search for Sita (18). 

[Note—In this regard there is a legend that when Ravana lifted Mount Kailash, where 
Lord Shiva has his abode, in order to transplant it in his own kingdom of Lanka, Lord 
Shiva had exerted immense pressure on this mountain so as to make it exceedingly heavy 
and difficult for transportation. At that time, Ravana had made a lot of fuss and nuisance. 
Hence he came to be known as ‘Ravana’.] 


KERT yat edt Pera npn] | scat Hal wat aca TIT TA dE I 
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19. The two brothers Ram and Laxman roamed around in search of Sita in the forested 
areas on the surface of the earth. Eventually they saw the demon Kabandh! in front of 
them, and they slayed him. 

Thereafter, they went to Shabari’s place? (19). 

[Note—'Kabandh was a demon who had no head but only a torso with a mouth, 

protruding limbs etc. much like a octopus. 

^According to the story of Ramayana, Shabari was a woman belonging to a forest 
tribe called ‘Shabari’. This tribe was classified as Shudras or lower caste, and sustained 
themselves by collecting and selling honey and fruits from the forest trees. Being of a low 
caste, she is said have been ostracized by others. She served a sage named Matanga very 
devotedly. The sage was a realised soul, and so pleased was he with her devotion and 
service that he blessed her at the time of leaving his body that she would find her 
emancipation and salvation when Lord Ram visits her while searching for Sita. Like her 
Guru, Shabari too left her mortal body after having the privilege of meeting and 
worshipping the Lord in person by lighting the pyre herself with her mystical powers. 
According to Adhyatma Ramayana of sage Veda Vyas, it was Lord Ram who had 
performed her last rites himself, a rare privilege that was even denied to his own worldly 
father Dasrath. 

Shabari used to live in the hermitage where earlier sage Matanga lived. This 
hermitage was near Mount Rishyamook where Sugriv, the exiled younger brother of the 
king of monkeys Vali, lived with his close confidantes Hanuman, Jamvant, Naal and Neel 
etc. This place was about ten Yojans or eighty miles from Kishkindha, the capital of the 
forest kingdom of which Vali was the king. Refer note of verse no. 21 below.] 
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20. Shabari worshipped them with great devotion. 
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Thence they (Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman) went ahead and met 
(Hanuman who was) the son of the Wind God and a great devotee of the Lord. At his 
behest, the Lord met and befriended the king of the monkeys (named Sugriv). 

Then they (Lord Ram and Laxman) narrated the entire story about themselves and 
their predicament to him (i.e. to Sugriv, the king of monkeys) (20). 
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21. He (Sugriv) was skeptical about Lord Ram’s prowess, potentials, powers, strength, 
courage, ability and valour. So, to test him, he showed Lord Ram the colossus body (i.e. 
the head) of the demon named Dundubhi. Lord Ram threw them (i.e. flung them) away 
for ten Yojans (roughly 80 miles) without the least effort (by tossing them with the tip of 
his toes as if it was merely a child's play) (21). 
[Note—The legendary story of Dudumbhi is narrated in Kishkindha Kand, Canto 1, verse 
no. 61-70 of the epic story of the ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ written by sage Veda Vyas. 
Briefly, Dundubhi was a great demon who assumed the form of a wild bison and attacked 
Kishkindha, the capital of the forest kingdom of which Vali, the elder brother of Sugriv, 
was the king, and challenged Vali. Annoyed, Vali held Dundubhi by the horns and 
dashed the demon violently on the ground, killing him. Vali then tore off his head and 
tossed it in the air. This head landed about ten Yojans (approximately 80 miles) away at 
the hermitage of sage Matanga, raining blood all around, and greately annoying the sage 
and defiling his hermitage. At that time, the sage had cursed Vali that if he ever dared to 
come to this place situated on the mountain called Rishyamook, his head would split and 
he would die instantly. It was out of fear of this curse that Vali never ventured on this 
mountain, and it was out of this certainty that Sugriv took up residence there when the 
latter was exiled by his elder brother Vali due to some misunderstanding between the two 
brothers. So, Sugriv wished to test the strength of Lord Ram when he asked him to throw 
the demon's head if he could. This Lord Ram did by tossing it with the tip of his toes. ] 
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sapta sālānvibhidyāšu modate raghavastada / 


tena hrstah kapindro’sau sa ramastasya pattanam // 22// 
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22. He (Sugriv) still had his doubts. So to reassure him, Lord Ram pierced seven tall 
coconut trees with a single arrow. This miraculous achievement made the king of 
monkeys (Sugriv) exhilarated and reassured in his heart, which in turn made Raghav 
(Lord Ram) happy because he was able to make his friend happy. 

Thereafter, he (Sugriv) was confident that Lord Ram would be able to subdue and 
vanquish, or cause the downfall and dethroning of the king of monkeys (i.e. Sugriv’s 
elder brother Vali who had exiled the former and usurped not only the kingdom but also 
his wife out of anger and jealousy created by misunderstanding)! (22). 

[Note—'The episode that led to the animosity between the two brothers Vali and Sugriv 
has been narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 1, verse 
nos. 46-57. Briefly it is that once a demon named Mayavi challenged Vali for a duel. 
Beaten back by Vali, the demon entered a dark cave, and Vali pursued him inside it. 
Before it, he had requested Sugriv to keep a strict vigil on the mouth of the cave to ensure 
that the demon could not escape. After one month, a lot of blood seeped out of the cave. 
Thinking that the demon had killed his brother and would now seek revenge from him 
and the rest of the monkey race, Sugriv closed the mouth of the cave with a huge boulder 
and went to the capital where the courtiers anointed him king even against his wishes. 
Meanwhile, Vali had killed the demon and it was the demon’s blood that had flowed out 
of the cave and which Sugriv had mistakenly taken to be that of Vali. When Vali returned 
home he found Sugriv on the throne. Obviously this created an immense 
misunderstanding between the two brothers—with Vali thinking that Sugriv had willingly 
put the boulder on the cave’s mouth to prevent his return so that he could be crowned a 
king and usurp the kingdom. Sugriv tried his best to explain, but the misunderstanding 
was so profound and the evidence so robust that Vali did not pay any heed to his 
pleadings of innocence, and beating Sugriv black and blue he kicked him out of the 
kingdom. It was then out of angst and fear of his own life that Sugriv took up residence 
on the Rishyamook Mountain because he knew that Vali would never come here due to 
the curse of sage Matanga as described in note of verse no. 21 above.] 
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23. There, Vali’s younger brother (Sugriv) roared thunderously, hearing which he (Vali) 
came eagerly out of his palace immediately. [This is obviously because Vali had never 
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imagined that Sugriv would ever in his life gather courage to challenge him again. So 
when he heard Sugriv roaring and challenging him in with a sarcastic tone, he must have 
been astonished and taken aback, wondering as to what has suddenly happened.] (23). 
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24. Then Raghav (Lord Ram) killed him (Vali) and installed Sugriv on the throne of the 
place (Kishkindha). 

Thereafter, he (Sugriv) summoned all the monkeys and said, ‘Oh brave monkey 
warriors! You are well aware of whatever is happening in all the directions of the earth 
(because you roam freely everywhere and have come to this place from all the corners of 
the earth) (24). 
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25. All of you must go out at once, search out Maithili (Sita, so-called because she was 
born in the kingdom of Mithila), bring her back and hand her over to Lord Ram.’ 
Receiving this command, all the monkeys set out in all the directions (of the earth in 
search of Sita). 
Meanwhile, Hanuman crossed the ocean and reached Lanka (25). 
[Note—Hanuman and his group had gone south in the direction of the island of Lanka 
where the demon king Ravana had held Sita captive. On the shore of the vast ocean, the 
group was made award of Sita’s location in Lanka by Sampaati, the old vulture who 
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could peer across the breadth of the ocean and see the city of Lanka. It was a stiff 
challenge to leap across the vast ocean, land in an enemy country, overcome their 
defenses and meet Sita, and then come back alive. It was only Hanuman who could do it, 
and so he was the one chosen for the epic mission and the great journey to and fro from 
Lanka.] 
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26. There (at Lanka) he saw Sita, killed numerous demons and burnt the city (of Lanka). 
Then he came back to Lord Ram and told him everything as they were (i.e. he narrated to 
the Lord everything as he saw them, as well as all that he had done) (26). 
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27. Then Lord Ram became very angry and wrathful, collected all the monkeys as well as 
all the available arms and armaments (needed for the assault on Lanka and the 
forthcoming war), and accompanied by them, he reached (or attacked) the city of Lanka 
(27). 
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28-29. He carefully examined (and closely reconnoitered) the city and declared war on its 
king (Ravana). In that war, he (Lord Ram) killed him (Ravana) along with his brother 
named ‘Ghat-srotra’ (i.e. one with large pitcher-like ears, here referring to Kumbhakarn) 
and his son named 'Sahastraaksha-Jitraayam' (i.e. one who had conqured Indra, the king 
of Gods, who had thousands of eyes or holes in the body) '. 

Thereafter, he (Lord Ram) made Vibhishan (the younger brother of Ravana and who 
had sought and received refuge in the camp of Ram when he was publicly insulted by 
Ravana) the king of that place. 

After the coronation of Vibhishan, the Lord, accompanied by the daughter of Janak 
(i.e. Sita) who was seated to his left, and with all other monkeys too accompanying him 
(on the divine chariot of the Gods, called the ‘Pushpak Vimaan’), embarked on the 
journey back to his own city (of Ayodhya) (28-29). 

[Note—'The son of Ravana referred to here was also called ‘Meghanaad’ because he 
roared and thundered like the cloud. He is also called ‘Indrajeet’ or the one who had 
conquered Indra, the king of Gods. Indra is called ‘Sahastraaksha’ (literally meaning to 
have thousand eyes) because he is said to have thousands of eyes over his body as the 
result of a curse by sage Gautam to punish him for being sexually pervert as he had the 
vile temerity of having attempted sex with the sage's loyal wife in his absence by 
employing deceit. Indra had assumed the physical body of the sage to satisfy his lust, but 
was caught by the sage when he cursed him to have a thousand holes in his body. These 
‘holes’ represented the female vagina, and the curse was in the form of sarcasm on Indra 
so that he would now be able to see a woman's sexual organs with thousands of eyes 
instead of only two to satisfy his lust and perversions.] 


aa: Rien wp fey ITT: | TT: THAT Talore: 11301 


tatah simhasanasthah san dvibhujo raghunandanah / 


dhanurdharah prasannatma sarvabharanabhusitah // 30// 


aa afte & ae—) 4 fier wx fA $0 4 dl wat aS Waa qT oT fērd 
$, Waa SH Ud Ws we m any d smog € (30)! 
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30. (After his coronation on the throne of Ayodhya—) The the two-armed Raghunandan' 
(literally meaning ‘the two-armed son of the clan of Raghu’; here obviously meaning 
Lord Ram), is seated majestically on the royal throne (of Ayodhya, as its king emperor). 
He holds a bow, is cheerful in his disposition, and is magnificently adorned by all 
sorts of beautiful ornaments befitting his royal and divine stature (30). 
[Note—'Special mention is made of the fact that Lord Ram has ‘two arms’. This is to 
remind the reader and emphasize the point that the Lord whose story is being narrated 
here is not an ordinary son who is one of the long list of kings belonging to king Raghu's 
dynasty, but Lord Vishnu himself personified. Lord Vishnu is the one who has four arms, 
and it only to emphasis this point that a special mention is made here of this fact that 
Lord Ram has two arms—for otherwise it is absurd and most unnecessary to mention it 
when referring to a human king as every man has two arms and there is nothing special 
about it.] 


„ai aaa ur TH dS | Ica COSI: WHEN: 1138 di 


mudram jhanamayim yamye vāme tejaprakāšinīm / 


dhrtva vyākhyānaniratašcinmayah paramesvarah // 31// 


Star ae TED ATA Nar A aa SUD aa der at vara Hare (qt) uar A 
frg 1 a fret fara wur sree CD at yar Ñ feta € (82)! 
[ae : (<) waa gzr— fed oa at at sim a aT wes amt ot M 
we TM TS MIT mp Jet wx udi (3) TAA gg Gm BIA Hl Ner sm] oi | 
ST m AT mp et snper 4 gar ¢ sar ster ws wr wp sys À Gardi 
fre sump TS HAT wx udi (3) BIA HST afet emp 4 ays St ast siget u 
aa è ain wat da eife at Gear vat smdl 4 sf ous gR d a a gu 


sar eii] 


31. [Lord Ram's seating posture is described here—] His right hand is held in the ‘Gyan 
Mudra (posture showing enlightenment; *mudram jfiánamayim")"" while the left hand is 
in the ‘Tej Mudra (vame tejaprakasinim)” (it symbolizes the Lord's stupendous 
dynamism, energy, strength, authority, powers and potentials; these virtues are 
automatically acquired with enlightenment). 

[There is another way in which this stanza can be interpreted, and it is as 
follows—'His right hand is held in the Gyan Mudra and to his left is established an 
immense source of Tej or energy and splendour (represented by his divine consort Sita).’ 
This Sita is an incarnation of ‘Laxmi’, the Goddess of wellbeing, prosperity and wealth; 
or of ‘Sri’, the personified virtues of grandeur, glory and majesty; or of ‘Shakti’, the 
personified form of the Lord’s cosmic dynamism, energy, splendour and powers; or of 
‘Prakriti’, the primary Nature and the Mother of the whole creation). All these entities are 
radiant and splendorous by nature, and inherently powerful. Since they are represented by 
Sita sitting to the left of the Lord on the throne, this fact is depicted by saying that the left 
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of the Lord has the symbolic presence of these great virtues of creation in a personified 
form which is remarkable by its radiance and splendour.] 

That supreme Lord called Parmeshwar [Param = supreme; Ishwar = Lord], who is 
eternally *Chinmaya' (or infinitely enlightened, wise, erudite, sagacious and realised), 
adopts these two postures as he sits on the throne to preach (his subjects and devotees). 
This sitting posture of the Lord is called *Vyakhyan Mudra'—the posture he adopts when 
he is in the mood to preach or teach others on various subjects (such as about the great 
tenets, the maxim, the axioms and the doctrines as enshrined in the scriptures, the 
principles of spiritualism and metaphysics, the laws of Dharma or the laws concerning 
probity and propriety, righteousness and noble conduct, morality and ethics etc., and 
other such matters for the general good of his subjects and devotees)? (31). 

[Note—The three postures mentioned here—viz. Gyan Mudra, Tej Mudra or the Bow 
Mudra, and the Preaching Mudra. Now let us see what these three Mudras are 

"The Gyan Mudra—In this Mudra or sitting posture, the index finger of the right 
hand touches the tip of the thumb to form a ring. The palm is held open along with the 
three remaining fingers which touch each other. The right hand is bent at the elbow so 
that the palm and its fingers are placed right above the central part of the chest. The legs 
are bent at the knees and folded in, and the person sits erect with a straight spine. 

"The Tej Mudra—This Mudra or sitting posture has three interpretations. One is that 
it radiates splendour and energy or ‘Tej’, and it also implies that the person is powerful 
enough to have unquestioned authority and control over others. When this Mudra is 
adopted by a self-realised and enlightened man, it also indicates that he is willing to bless 
others with his divine virtues that radiate out from his hands in the form of invisible rays 
of wisdom, enlightenment and realisation. The palm and the fingers act more like 
reflectors and antennas respectively in modern-day gadgets to affect this transfer of 
spiritual energy, mystical powers and dynamism by beaming the rays of these virtues 
from the spiritually charged, enlightened and self-realised man to the fortunate person on 
whom he is pleased. 

The other interpretation is that the person who adopts this Mudra is ready to actively 
enforce the principles he is preaching. In the case of Lord Ram it also means the 
readiness and eagerness of the Lord to give his full protection to his devotees and 
subjects. It also symbolizes the Lord's stupendous strength, authority, powers and 
potentials. Lord Ram is the Veda personified—see verse no. 13 of this Canto 4. So he is 
full of knowledge, wisdom and erudition. Only a person who is himself well-versed in 
any subject can teach others. His overall seating posture is compatible with his love for 
truthful knowledge, wisdom, erudition and enlightenment, and is indicative of his total 
dispassion, renunciation and detachment from this world as indicated by the Gyan Mudra 
in which he preaches. The Tej Mudra wherein the Lord holds a bow is indicative of the 
Lord's ability and eagerness to uphold the laws of Dharma and ensure that the virtues of 
righteousness and auspiciousness, of probity and propriety, of morality and ethics, and 
noble conduct and thought are always upheld and do not suffer due to any cause 
whatsoever. The bow also indicates the willingness of the Lord to protect those who 
follow the noble path shown by him as well as to punish those who either create obstacles 
in such a path, or themselves act sinfully and in a pervert manner. | 

The third implication of the Tej Mudra is that is the Bow Mudra or the ‘Dhanush 
Mudra'. This is derived from the physical posture that is adopted in this Mudra. To adopt 
this Mudra, the person's left hand is usually used. Its index and middle fingers are made 
to touch each other and held erect, while the ring finger and the small finger are curled 
inwards and pressed by the thumb against the palm. Then the left hand is folded in at the 
elbow and held in a tightly closed position so that the forearm is held parallel to the bicep 
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muscles with the two opened first and second fingers standing erect and close to each on 
the top of the left shoulder. From a distance this position resembles a bow which is held 
by the left hand with its upper end projecting above the top of the shoulder. 

?The Preaching Mudra—In this sitting posture adopted when one is preaching others 
or giving some serious discourse, the tips of the thumb and the index finger touch each 
other while the other three fingers are unfolded, touch each other and point outwards. The 
right hand is usually used in this Mudra, and the forearm is held parallel to the biceps by 
bending the hand inwards from the elbow joint. The open fingers and the open palm face 
the audience. This latter posture is very dear to Lord Ram as well as to the Goddess of 
knowledge, Saraswati, as it is convenient to teach and emphasizes one's point in this 
posture.] 


Severs: TAT ATT wd: p gg cu ATA: MA |3211 


udagdaksiņayoh svasya Satrughnabharatau tatah / 


hanümantam ca $rotaramagratah syattrikonagam // 32// 


(SW Wen came at aia d Ox Am Gh usaf iH at olor CDS H arm ye 
GET $3—32 TH fur cur fux qd Howe do £o Gara faa wa frat a wet 
Oat amp aula feum wm $—) wu $ zw d wn ud cam Fo fup | eque 
WF WISH SH Ht nw AAA gs $4 d ot Ham m sper ép femp € (33)1 


32. [The story of Lord Ram beginning from the prayers of the Gods right up to his 
coronation has been described in brief in the forgoing verse nos. 12-31. Now we go back 
to the divine triangle described previously in verse no. 10 and the construction of the 
worship Yantra or instrument is being narrated— ] 

Shatrughan is present to the north of Lord Ram and Bharat is to the south of him, 
while Hanuman is standing attentively right in his front with folded hands (as a mark of 
respect and submission much like a disciple who wishes to hear every word that his 
teacher says, or like a loyal servant eager to carry out every single order of his master). 

These three gentlemen form another triangle (32). 

[Note—The triangle is formed by Shatrughan at one end, Bharat at the other end, and 
Hanuman at the third end.] 


MTT Bs war fatto | VĒ GATT qu Issa HAMA 11331 


bharatadhastu sugrivam Satrughnadho bibhisanam / 


pascime laksmanam tasya dhrtacchratram sacamaram // 33// 
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Ra & dH gala dur wags m fasion we di VĒ wd qun cam aa FF 
waaay fed ws È (33)! 


[Ate : eq EET, o H VE, Te GET 23 UH WENT TET Wu GET 33 H T 
fre aa |] 


33. Sugriv (the monkey king of Kishkindha) is present below Bharat and Vibhishan is 

present below Shatrughan', while Laxman is standing behind Lord Ram, waving a whisk 

and holding a royal umbrella over the Lord’ (33). 
[Note—'The term ‘below’ implies that the dais where Lord Ram’s throne is placed is a 
raised platform or dais having several steps leading upto its top. His brothers and close 
associates are standing on different steps depending on their closeness to the Lord and in 
accordance with the social hierarchy and court decorum prevalent at the time of Lord 
Ram as to where the different courtiers of a king-emperor attending him should sit or 
stand while the latter is in his royal court. Hence, the Lord’s brothers Laxman, Bharat and 
Shatrughan are standing on a step higher and closer to the Lord than on which Sugriv and 
Vibhishan stand. If the brothers are standing one step below the main platform of the 
dais, then Sugriv and Vibhishan stand on the second step. 

However, Hanuman occupies a special place in the scheme of things as he is very 
dear to the Lord and privileged enough to receive the Lord’s attention more than anyone 
else. After all, the Lord had made it clear that his indebtedness towards Hanuman can 
never be repaid when the latter had come back with the news of Sita and conveyed her 
message to the Lord. It was Hanuman who had single handedly burnt the city of Lanka, 
thereby settling scores with Ravana in a symbolic manner. Even during the epic war at 
Lanka, it was he who played an exemplary role in vanquishing the army of the demons. 
When Laxman lay unconscious in the battle-field when he was shot by an arrow of 
Meghnaad, the son of Ravana, it was Hanuman who had brought the medicine man of 
Ravana from inside the well-guarded city of Lanka to prescribe the proper treatment, and 
then went all the way to the mighty Himalayas to the north of India, uprooted an entire 
mount and brought it back to Lanka so that correct herbs could be administered to 
Laxman and he be brought back to life—all within the limited time-frame of the night 
before the break of day and overcoming all obstacles put in his path by Ravana. Finally, it 
was Hanuman who had brought the good news of Lord Ram’s arrival to Bharat when the 
latter was feeling hopeless and preparing to die at the end of the exile period. Hence, 
Lord Ram and his entire clan were extremely obliged of Hanuman. Therefore, no one 
questioned where he stood and he always had the privilege of having an unrestricted 
access to the Lord. 

"Verse nos. 8 and 10 outline the 1st triangle, verse no. 32 the 2nd triangle, and verse 
no. 33 the 3rd triangle. It should be noted that while Laxman was standing to the right of 
Lord Ram in verse no. 10, he has shifted place to behind him, and his place has been 
taken over by Bharat in verse no. 32. Besides this, it appears that Lord Ram has turned 
himself slightly to face Hanuman in verse no. 32 because it is said that Hanuman is 
standing with folded hands facing the Lord. ] 


qeu deg cm yaaa | us west datu ugs: 113% 11 


tadadhastau talavrntakarau tryasram punarbhavet / 
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evam satkonamadau svadīrghāngairesu samyutah // 34// 


SHE We (Ra ws sumen) wa À as a wur fog ui 6i zu wen S aM g4— Wes 
Aam CHI FT FAT ud zur eques feWTWUr mr sura wp et u 
Uh Vea FAT! RTA aT ECT STRUD Saat P Westm vedi ater È (3) 

[dz : we wem amar us aud A fm X- Y, da, i, v] 


34. The two brothers (Bharat and Shatrughan) are standing with hand-held fans made 
from palm leaves. In this way, there are two imaginary triangles—one consisting of 
Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan, and the other consisting of Hanuman, Sugriv and 
Vibhishan. These two triangles have a total of six points, and therefore form a hexagon. 

Lord Ram is seated in the center, surrounded by his attendants as described above. 

Now, the positioning of the various deities in the worship instrument called the 
Yantra is being described. At the center of this Yantra is the hexagon mentioned above. 
In the center of the hexagon is seated the deity to be worshipped, which in this case is 
Lord Ram personifying the supreme transcendental Brahm. 

Lord Ram is surrounded by various *Aavarans" (which literally mean a covering, 
shield, band, girdle, protective ring or sheath that encloses the deity from all sides). These 
Aavarans are in the form of various Beej Mantras of the Lord with different ascended 
sounds of the vowels? (34). 

[Note— The word Aavaran means to cover in a veil, to sheath, to envelop, to wrap in a 

sheet, distortions, pretension, deception, deceit and something that does not allow the 

original thing to be seen by covering it with a thin veil that distorts its originality; a veil 

of ignorance about one's true nature, identity and essential form that cloaks the 

Atma/soul which is pure consciousness and the true self. Hence, the word *Aavaran” 

literally means a covering, shield, band, girdle, protective ring or sheath that encloses the 

deity from all sides. 
"The basic Beej Mantra of Lord Ram is ‘Ram’. This is formed by the consonant 

‘Ra’, as in the word run, to which the long vowel sound ‘Aa’ of the Sanskrit language is 

added, i.e. ‘Ra’ becomes ‘Raa’ as in rather, father etc., and then a dot is placed on its top 

to form the sound of a silent *M' as in mum or come. Hence, the completed Beej Mantra 

becomes ‘Raam/ Ram’. Incidentally, the Beej Mantra of the fire element is also the 

Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ra’. 

The various permutations and combination of this single letter ‘Ra’ 

would be the following Beej Mantras—(i) Ram; (ii) Rim; (iii) Rüm; (iv) 

Raim; (v) Raum; and (vi) Rah. 

Each of these syllables form an Aavaran around the main Beej Mantra representing 

the supreme Lord. In other words, the main divinity remains hidden in surrounding 

confusion as symbolically depicted in the many forms in which the main Beej Mantra of 

Lord Ram can exist. Since all of them have the letter ‘Ra’ in them sound almost exactly 

alike, a person who is not aware of the real thing and is less than fully attentive when 

these syllables are being pronounced would take them all to mean the same Beej Mantra. 

There can be only one specific Beej Mantra for a particular God just like there can be 

only one seed for a particular tree. Two seeds might look exactly alike on the surface, but 

they produce different plants of different species. Hence, all these Beej Mantras may 
sound and look alike but they do not become the real Beej Mantra for Lord Ram who is 
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Brahm personified. They are misleading and distorted versions of the real thing. Hence, 
they are like a veil or sheath that surrounds the reality and often leads to confusion and 
doubts in the mind of the aspirant. 

In brief, the implication of this example of the Beej Mantra of Lord Ram having 
many variations is that it is important for a wise spiritual aspirant to break through the 
outer shell of illusionary and misleading forms of Mukti and Moksha (liberation, 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation), of Anand (bliss and happiness) as well as of 
Brahm (divinity and holiness) that are created by the Lord's Maya Shakti (powers of 
creating delusions), and instead endeavour to search out the real Truth by developing a 
deep insight into the reality of what constitutes divinity and holiness, and what is merely 
a make-belief form of it. The actual Truth is hidden in layers and layers of sheaths called 
the ‘Aavarans’ that surround Brahm. 

Extended further, it would mean to break free from the many layers of Agyan 
(ignorance) that come in the way of the seeker’s search for the ‘truth’ of his Atma which 
is his truthful ‘self? and pure consciousness representing the supreme Brahm. 

In spiritual terms it implies that in order to access the supreme Brahm and find final 
emancipation and salvation, or of becoming self and Brahm realised, the aspirant needs to 
overcome so many hurdles and break through layer after layer of surreal forms of divinity 
and holiness that often mislead him. An aspirant who is not wise and enlightened enough 
would be dazzled by the glory and magnificent charms of so many Gods and their divine 
powers and abilities to fulfill all his worldly desires, but all this would only deflect him 
from his main aim of attaining his final salvation and emancipation. But at the same time, 
he has to show his respects to all these forms of the Lord in order to emphasize that he is 
humble and has no sense of pride in him. Further, he has to keep all these attendants of 
the Lord pleased and in good humour so that they aid him in his spiritual progress and do 
not unnecessarily cause problems for him.] 


fadi agaran aga: | ad aged uibs wet aa 113411 
fatto seat a aed aa | asad a awed yftesiaray: 1136 11 
faa ates wea wa a | sms wes KAA: 113911 


dvitiyam vasudevadyairagneyadisu samyutah / 

trtiyam vayusunum ca sugrivam bharatam tatha // 35// 
bibhisanam laksmaņam ca angadam carimardanam / 
jambavantam ca tairyuktastato dhrstirjayantakah // 36// 
vijayasca surastra$ca rastravardhana eva ca / 


asoko dharmapalasca sumantrascaibhiravrtah // 37// 
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35-37. The second Aavaran (ring of attendants) around Lord Ram consists of Vasudeo, 
Shanti, Sankarshan, Sri, Pradumna, Saraswati, Anirudha and Rati. They form a ring 
around Lord Ram and are respectively present in the eight corners around him’. [Thus, 
the second ring around Lord Ram consists of eight attendants. ] 

The third Aavaran (ring of attendants) around Lord Ram consists of Hanuman, 
Sugriv, Bharat [35], Vibhishan, Laxman, Angad, Jaamvant and Shatrughan. Besides 
them, the third ring around Lord Ram also consists of Dhristi, Jayant [36], Vijai, 
Suraashtra, Raastravardhan, Akop, Dharmpaal and Sumantra. [Hence, the third ring 
around Lord Ram is of two tiers, each consisting of eight attendants. They too occupy the 
eight comers around Lord Ram just like the attendants of the second Aavarans.]” [37]. 
(35-37). 

[Note—'The eight Gods and Goddesses and their respective locations around Lord Ram 
are as follows—Vasudeo (the Lord of Vausus, the primary assets of creation such as 
gems, fire, water etc.) is present in the south-eastern corner; Shanti (the goddess of peace 
and tranguility) is present in the southern corner; Sankarshan (Laxman, as he is an 
incarnation of the legendary Seshnath, the cosmic serpent on whose back Lord Vishnu 
reclines in the cosmic ocean, and who became Balraam, the older brother of Lord Krishna 
when Lord Vishnu incarnated in this form) is present in the south-western corner; Sri (or 
Goddess Laxmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity) is present in the western corner; 
Pradumna (one of the many divine forms of Vishnu) is present in the north-western 
corner; Saraswati (the goddess of knowledge) is present in the northern corner; Anirudha 
(literally meaning one who cannot be stopped or obstructed; one of the many forms of 
Vishnu) is present in the north-eastern side; and finally Rati (the consort of Kaamdeo, the 
God of love and passion) is stationed on the eastern corner. 

"We can visualize this situation in the form of a high dais where the Lord is seated, 
and the attendants of the Lord standing on different steps of the stairs which are located 
in the eight directions mentioned in these verses. These directions are the south-east, 
south, south-west, west, north-west, north, north-east and east. Each direction is guarded 
by successive rings of attendants. Or we can say that these attendants are standing on 
different steps of the stairs leading up to the dais where the throne of the Lord is placed. 
The step they occupy depends upon their seniority and position in the hierarchy of the 
Lord's attendants. 

For instance, in the stairs in the south-eastern corner are standing Vasudeo on the 
first step, below him is Hanuman on the second step, and still below him is Dhristi on the 
third step. Similarly, in the south direction, Shanti is standing on the first step, Sugriv on 
the second step, and Jayant on the third step. In the south-western corner are positioned 
Sankarshan on the first step, Bharat on the second step, and Vijai on the third step. In the 
western direction are positioned Sri on the first step, Vibhishan on the second step, and 
Suraastra on the third step. In the north-western corner are positioned Pradumna on the 
first step, Laxman on the second step, and Raastravardhan on the third step. In the 
northern direction are positioned Saraswati on the first step, Angad on the second step, 
and Akop on the third step. In the north-eastern corner are positioned Aniruddha on the 
first step, Jaamvant on the second step, and Dharampaal on the third step. And finally, in 
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the eastern direction are positioned Rati on the first step, Shatrughan on the second step, 
and Sumantra on the third step. 
Refer also Canto 5, verse no. 6.] 


ad: Geese swwnsfror: | FKRTMTTA «IRT: 1132 1 
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indvisadhatranantasca dasabhiscaibhiravrtah // 38// 
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38. When Lord Ram is surrounded by the ten Gods, who are called ‘Dikpals’ (i.e. the 
custodians of the celestial world), it forms the fourth Aavaran (ring) around him. 

These ten Dikpals* are the following—Indra who is the king of Gods and who has a 
thousand eyes on his body, and is therefore called ‘Sahastraaksha’, Agni or the Fire God, 
Yam or the God of Dharma (i.e. the God responsible to ensure that the great tenets of 
righteousness and proper conduct are observed by the creatures, and to punish those who 
violate these laws), Niritiya (also known as Nairitya), Varun or the Water God, Anil or 
the Wind God, Indu or the Moon God (sometimes replaced by Kuber, the treasurer of 
Gods), Ishan or Lord Shiva, Brahma the creator, and Anant who is Lord Vishnu, the 
sustainer and protector of creation (or Lord Seshnath, the legendary serpent who holds 
the earth on its hoods in a symbolic gesture to indicate that Lord Vishnu is responsible for 
taking care of this creation). 

[The eight Digpals are the divine forces of creation in a personified form of various 
Gods who are assigned the task of taking care of the entire creation. They are the 
following—(1) Indra who is the king of Gods and responsible for production of rain as 
well as to control all other Gods who are said to be represented by the various 
independent forces of Nature; (ii) Agni is the personified form of the fire element 
responsible for providing heat, energy, light, vitality, strength, vigour and vibrancy to 
creation; (iii) Yam is the personified form of death as well as assigned the duty to uphold 
the laws of Dharma (or the auspicious virtues of righteousness, nobility, propriety, 
probity etc.), and to punish those who violate it; (iv) Niriti or Nairitya who is the God 
responsible for the actual death and punishment of the sinful and unholy creatures in 
creation; (v) Varun is the personified form of the most essential ambrosia of life known 
as the water element that provides nourishment and lubrication to this creation, and is 
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regarded as the basic element that harbours life in all its forms in its bosom; (vi) Anil is 
the personified form of the life-giving air or wind element which is also called Pran— 
literally meaning ‘life’ which is a proof of its importance and significance vis-à-vis this 
creation; (vii) Kuber is the treasurer of Gods and responsible to provide all the necessities 
of life to the inhabitants of this world; (viii) Ishan is Lord Shiva who is also known as 
Mahadev, the Great Lord, as well as the one who is responsible for maintain balance in 
this creation by controlling death, and hence is called the ‘concluder’; (ix) Brahma is the 
creator of the physical world as well as the body of knowledge known as the Vedas, and 
therefore assumes the role of a grand old patriarch of the family known as the world; and 
(x) Anant or Lord Vishnu who is so-called because he is eternal, infinite and endless, has 
infinite responsibilities, and is assigned the multi-prong duty of taking good care of the 
world in all respects. He is also called Anant as he is none but the eternal Brahm himself 
in the form of the Viraat Purush, the all-pervading, all-encompassing and almighty Lord 
of creation. In fact, even Brahma and Shiva are said to be born from this Viraat Purush.] 
(38). 
[*Note—Refer also Canto 5, verse no. 6. 

(a) The following are the various direction in which these ten Gods should be 
worshipped—(i) Indra in the east, (ii) Fire in the south-east, (iii) Yam in the south, (iv) 
Niriti or Nairitya in the south-west, (v) Varun in the west, (vi) Anil in the north-west, 
(vii) the Moon God in the north (sometimes also represented by Kuber, the treasurer of 
the Gods because of the fact that both are treasurers—while the Moon stores the elixir of 
eternity and bliss, called Amrit, that the Gods drink, Kuber stores all the riches that 
belong to the Gods) the Moon because the latter stores the Amrit/ambrosia for the Gods), 
(viii) Ishan or Shiva in the north-east corner, (ix) Brahma at a point located near the top 
or zenith of the celestial globe which is slightly tilted towards the east side, and hence 
located at a point between the north and the north-east, and (x) Anant in the bottom 
corner or nadir end of the celestial globe but slightly towards the west to correspond to a 
point between the exact south and the south-east corner. [The line joining the two points 
where Brahma and Anant are worshipped passes through the center of the celestial globe 
but is slightly tilted from the perpendicular line so that its top end points to towards north 
and north-east while its lower end points towards south and south-west.] 

(b) According to the Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda 
tradition, Canto 7, paragraph no. 58, the eight Lokpals are the following—Indra, Agni or 
the Fire God, Yama or the God of death, Nriiti, Varun or the God of water, Vayu or the 
God of wind, Soma or the Moon God, and Isha or Lord Shiva. 

(c) The Beej Mantras or the root or seed Mantras of these Gods are 
respectively Lam; Ram; Mam; Ksam; Vam; Yam; Sam; Ham; Am; and 
Nam. 

(d) A brief introduction of the Gods mentioned above are given here— 

"Indra derives his name from ‘indri’ meaning the sense organs of the body—five 
organs of perception and five organs of action. The vital functions and the virtues of each 
of these organs are personified as a God. Since the heart is at the core of life of a man, the 
central authority that regulates all these Gods is also said to have its seat in the heart. That 
authority is the emperor of the body and its organs, and it is the Atma. Indra is a 
metaphor for or a personification of the combined virtues and characteristics that define 
all these organs and their functioning. The organs have an intrinsic tendency to move 
towards pleasing things and away from unpleasant things. Therefore, it is deemed that 
their messenger, the hand, brings to them only selected and best of things which is like 
bringing Amrit for their king Indra, because anything that is acquired by the subjects are 


first offered to the king before the subject cab enjoy it. Indra in the present context is the 
Atma because the latter is the undisputed emperor of the body. According to the Rig 
Veda, 1/ 4-5; 51-57, Indra represents the combined forces of Nature represented by the 
different Gods. He loves to drink Som, the elixir of bliss and eternity (Rig Veda, 3/ 36/ 
8). He has the Wind God called Marut as its chief assistant. 

"The Fire God or Agni—He first appears in Rig Veda—1/1, 12/1-122. Since he was 
the first born amongst the Gods, he was called *Agni” meaning the one who comes first, 
that which precedes. He is the foremost amongst the Gods worshipped on earth (Shatpath 
Brahmin, 6/1/1/11). He is compared to the Sun in the heavens. He has 7 tongues 
representing the 7 colours of the rays of the Sun or the colours of light (Rig Veda, 
1/146/1; 3/6/2). Since he provides nourishment to the Gods by accepting the offerings 
made to the sacrificial fire at the time of fire sacrifices, he 1s deemed to be their sustainer 
and father (Rig Veda, 1/69/1). Other names of the Fire God called Agni or Agne are the 
following—Vishwavedus, Kavi, Kavikratu, Jaatvedus, Vaishwaanar, Tanunpat, 
Matrishwa and Naraashansha. It is believed that he was born form the mouth of the Virrat 
Purush (Rig Veda 10/90/13). 

?The Yam God—He is extensively covered in the 1st and 10th Mandals of the Rig 
Veda. Sukta 10 of the tenth Mandal is totally devoted to him. Yam personifies the 
concept of death and life after death. As opposed to Niriti who is also the God related to 
death, Yam deals with giving justice to the dead person depending upon his deeds that he 
has done during his lifetime. Therefore, he 1s also called the patron God of Dharma, 
because he gives the dead person an abode in the heaven for his righteous and noble life, 
whereas Niriti 1s the patron God of death and destruction due to sins and evil way of life. 
Yam's sister is Yami. His father is named Vivaswat or Vivaswaan, and he is also called 
‘Yam Vaivaswat’ (Rig Veda, 10/14/5). His mother's name is Saranyu (Rig Veda, 
10/17/1-2). He is regarded the patron God of those who are dying. He resides in the outer 
heaven. Out of the 3 Lokas (mythological worlds), the first two, i.e. ‘Bhu’ (earth; the 
terrestrial) and *Bhuvaha' (the sky just above the surface of the earth; the space of the 
solar system) is the realm of Savita (the God who is treated as synonymous of Sun), 
while the third world, the ‘Swaha’ representing the heaven, is the abode of Yam (Rig 
Veda, 10/35/6). In some places he is also regarded as the son of a Gandharva and a 
marine beauty (Rig Veda, 10/10/4). 

^Niriti or Nairitya God—First appears in Rig Veda, 10/59/1-3. He is regarded as the 
God responsible for destruction, ruin, decay, misfortune, bad luck, diseases, sins, 
miseries, troubles and torments. He is equivalent to death. He is treated as being 
synonymous with sin and death (Shatpath Brahmin, 7/2/1/3). Therefore, he is closely 
related to Yam in form as the God of death. 

?Varun, the Water God—He appears first in the Rig Veda, 1/25; 2/28. He is the 
patron God of water (Gopath Brahmin, 1/1/7). He 1s regarded as the king amongst the 
Gods (Taiteriya Sanhita, 3/1/2/7). He is the lord of all the Bhuvans or abodes (Rig Veda, 
5/85/3). He 1s regarded as the patron God of the night (Atharva Veda, 9/3/18). 

^Anil is the Wind God. He has been described variously as ‘Maruts’ and ‘Vayu’. (a) 
The 49 Maruts—they are the Wind-Gods mentioned in Rig Veda, 1/37-39 and 1/165/3, 5, 
7, 9. They are regarded variously as—(i) sons of Indra and Vrishni (Rig Veda, 2/34/2), 
(ii) Sons of Rudra (Rig Veda, 2/33/1), (iii) similar to the Fire-God (Rig Veda, 6/66/2), 
and (vi) Indra God (Rig Veda, 1/165, 171). The Purans call them sons of sage Kashyap 
and Diti. 

Vayu or Anil or the Wind God appears in the Rig Veda, 1/2/1-3; 1/134. The *vital air 
or wind element? was created from the Pran or the vital life-sustaining vitality of the 
creator Prajapati Brahma (Rig Veda, 10/90/13). He is regarded as the Atma of all the 
Gods (Shathpath Brahmin, 9/1/2/38). He bestows immortality to the Gods and other 
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exalted souls who are able to please and control him (Rig Veda, 10/186/3). He has the 
fastest speed amongst the Gods (Taiteriya Sanhita, 3/8/7/1). He moves in an oblique line 
(and not straight) (Jaimini Brahmin, 3/3/10). 

"Kuber, the treasurer of Gods—According to Veda Vyas’ ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, 
Uttar Kand, canto 1, verse no.24-44, once sage Pulastya went to do severe penances in 
the Himalayas in the hermitage of sage Trinbindu. There his host married his daughter to 
him, and form this union was produced sage Visrawa. Sage Bharadwaj married his 
daughter to him, and the union produced Kuber. He was blessed by Brahma and other 
Gods and was made their treasurer. They also gave him the celestial plane called Pushpak 
aboard which Lord Ram had come back to Ayodhya after conquering Lanka. Kuber was 
the elder step brother of Ravana, the infamous king of the demon race and the villain of 
Ramayan. 

‘The Moon God, also known as Indu or Chandrama—He appears first in the Rig 
Veda, 10/85/19). He is the patron God of night. His origin is in the Mana (heart and 
mind; the emotions and thoughts) of the Parmatma or the supreme Lord (the Viraat 
Purush or Vishnu) (Yajur Veda, 31/12; Taiteriya Brahman, 3/10/8/5). His existence 
depends upon the Sun God. On the dark night, he is supposed to enter the Sun (Aiteriya 
Brahman, 8/28). Chandrama is synonymous with Som, the divine elixir and sanctified 
drink drunk during the religious sacrifices as it gives its drinker peace and a long life 
(Kaushatiki Brahman, 16/5; Aiteriya Brahman, 7/11). He is the controller of seasons and 
months; he always changes so appear to be like a new born everyday. He gives peace and 
long life to the ‘Stota’, the chanter of hymns as prayers (Rig Veda, 10/85/19). 

Chandra or the Moon Gods appears in the Vedas as follows-- Rig Veda— 
10/85/19; Yajur Veda—1/28; Atharva Veda—6/78/1-2; 19/1. 

The Yogshikha Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition describes this Moon as 
being as the symbolic form of the water element. The moon is said to be the celestial 
pitcher of Amrit, the elixir of eternity and bliss that is drunk by the Gods. In the human 
body, it is represented by the Eda Naadi passing through the left nostrils and which is 
used during do Pranayam. [Refer Canto 1, verse 166.] It is also present as the crescent 
moon, the Ardha Chandrakar Chakra, which is said to be the shape of the water element 
of which the patron deity is Vishnu, the sustainer of creation, and located from the knee 
to the hip region. [Refer Canto 1, verse 176 and Canto 5, verse no. 13.] At other places it 
describes the symbolic importance of creating a union of the moon and sun as metaphor 
for the union of the creature with the supreme Brahm. [Refer Canto 1, verse nos. 56 and 
68 for instance.] In the context of Pranayam it is used to indicate the bliss obtained by the 
ascetic. [Refer Canto 1, verse nos. 120, 127.] 

Canto 1, verse no. 133 of this Upanishad describes the great Mantra ‘So-a-ham’ and 
asserts that the moon stands for the letter ‘sa’ of this Mantra. Other instances where moon 
appears in Yogshikha Upanishad are Canto 1, verse nos. 133, 146, 176, Canto 3, verse 
no. 11, and Canto 6, verse no. 4. 

The Rudra Hridaya Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 4 asserts that 
the Moon God is Vishnu personified. This is because Vishnu is the sustainer and 
nourisher of creation much like the Som which is a divine elixir that sustains the Gods 
and gives them eternity. Another reason is that the physical form of Som is like the male 
semen which harbours life intrinsically inside it and is the means by which creation is 
brought about, and Vishnu in his more sublime form known as Viraat Purush is also the 
Lord from whom the entire creation emerged. 

?Ishan (Išān) and Lord Shiva are the same. Shiva is the concluder of creation and is 
the third of the Trinity Gods, the others being Brahma the creator, and Vishnu the 
sustainer and protector of creation. Shiva has been assigned the task of bringing the world 
to an end. There are other connotations of this word ‘Shiva’—it refers to such virtues as 
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truthfulness, holiness, divinity and purity; welfare and well being; righteousness and 
auspiciousness; renunciation, dispassion and detachment; wisdom, erudition, sagacity and 
enlightenment; peace, tranquility, serenity and their attendent happiness, joy and bliss. 
Lord Shiva is also considered as the most exalted and wisest amongst the Gods, and is 
therefore honoured with the epithet ‘Maha Dev’ or the Great God, and ‘Maheshwar’ or 
the Great Ishwar as he is regarded as the supreme Lord of the entire creation. Since 
*truthfulnes and auspiciousness' are qualities that are beautiful, this word also means 
something that is beautiful and beyond reproach. 

The Atharvashikha Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Kandika 3 
declares that ‘Shambhu’, one of the many epithets of Lord Shiva, is the highest deity to 
be worshipped and adored, and he represents the fifth state of consciousness that is called 
the Turiyateet, and to the fourth aspect of the ethereal word OM—i.e. when the word has 
been said fully and the mouth closes. The first letter of OM is A and it represents Brahma 
the creator, the second letter U represents Vishnu the sustainer and protector of creation, 
the third letter M represents Rudra the annihilator and one of the names of Shiva, and the 
three and half letter called the ‘Ardha Matra’ represented by the horizontal ‘S’ mark 
attached to the symbol of OM on its side represents Ishan, one of the names of Shiva and 
the God who is the ruler of all other Gods. Finally, the fourth complete Matra symbolised 
by the dot on the top is Shambhu or Lord Shiva. This Shambhu or Shiva is Brahm in its 
best and most pristine form. He is called Shambhu meaning one who exists or is 
established in an enlightened state of highest consciousness (i.e. is ‘Bhu’) that is marked 
by perfect self control, complete neutrality, absolute tranquility, serenity, peacefulness 
and blissfulness (i.e. is ‘Sham’). [Hence, Lord Shiva is called Shambhu because he 
possesses these auspicious virtues and is Brahm because only Brahm is the supreme 
transcendental Lord of creation who surpasses all earlier states of existence such as the 
Jagrat or waking state, the Swapna or dreaming state, the Shshupta or deep sleep state 
and the Turiya or post-Sushupta state to permanently live in the Turiyateet state of 
perpetual bliss and tranquility. 

The Yogtattva Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, in its verse nos. 92-94 
says that Lord Shiva, in his form as Rudra, is the patron deity and personification of the 
fire element, and it is no wonder then that he is surrounded by ‘fire-spitting’ serpents as a 
symbolism of this fact. In this Upanishad's verse nos. 98-102 it is asserted that Shiva is 
the patron deity and personification of the sky element. 

The Dakshin Murti Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse nos. 8, 10, 13, 15 
and 19 affirms that Shiva is invariably wrapped by serpents. This Upanishad describes 
Lord Shiva as the south-facing Lord and elaborately elucidates the metaphysical 
significance of this from. 

The Brihajjabal Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Brahman 4, verse no. 
29 says that the Lord with three eyes (Trinetrum) is the bearer of this world having three 
aspects or the one who is the foundation upon which all the three Gunas such as Sata 
Guna, Raja Guna and Tama Guna rest (Trigunadhaaram) and is the one from whom the 
Trinity Gods (i.e. the creator Brahma, the sustainer Vishnu, and the concluder Rudra) are 
born. [This Lord is none other than Lord Maheshwar, the great Ishwar or Lord of creation 
who is also known as Shiva, Ishan, Isha etc. This Lord is synonymous with the supreme 
transcendental Brahm. This fact is endorsed Krishna Yajur Veda's Varaaha Upanishad, 
Canto 4, verse no. 32, and in Dakshin Murti or Dakshin Mukhi Upanishad.] 

As the deity of the fire element, he is said to have ‘three eyes’ (Yogtattva Upanishad, 
verse no. 93), and as the deity of the sky element he is depicted as having a moon tucked 
in his lock of hairs, besides having five mouths, ten arms and three eyes (Yogtattva 
Upanishad, verse no. 100). Now let us see their significance. 
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The Maho-panishad of Sam Veda tradition, in its Canto 1, verse no. 7 describes that 
Shiva was born from the forehead of the Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic, invisible and 
all-inclusive gross body of Brahm, the Supreme Being. 

The Panch Brahm Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 41 espouses that 
Shiva lives in the heart of the creature as an emobodiment of ‘Sat-Chit-Anand’. 

Ishan is one of the names of Shiva and it has been defined in Atharvashir Upanishad 
of Atharva Veda tradition, in its Kandika 4 as follows—"'Why is he (Brahm in the form 
of Rudra) known as ‘Ishan’ (literally meaning the ‘Lord’ and his ‘insignia or authority’)? 
It is because he (Rudra) has full control over all the Gods and their powers and authority. 
Ishan signifies the Lord's overriding authority and complete control over all the aspects 
of creation that are individually controlled by these Gods who actually act on behalf of 
Rudra representing the dynamic form of Brahm. These Gods are nothing but the different 
forces of Nature personified. 

It is you who controls this entire creation as Indra, the king of Gods as well as the 
organs of the creature's body over which these Gods rule. That is also why you are called 
‘Ishan’.” 

He is also known as Maheshwar, the great God. This term has been defined in 
Atharvashir Upanishad of Atharva Veda tradition, Kandika 4. 

"Brahma, the creator is also known as Hiranyagarbha because he represents the 
primordial golden egg from which the rest of the creation emerged (or was born). He is 
said to have his abode in the Brahma-loka which is synonymous with heaven, hence he is 
depicted as having his realm on the top of the celestial globe. 

Prajapati Brahma is the manifestation of the supreme cosmic transcendental creator 
Brahm, in the form of Brahma, the creator. 

Brahma, the patriarch of the creation, has certain characteristic qualities which are 
exclusive to him and which make him the nearest analogue to Brahm, the Supreme Being 
who is the Supreme Soul of the cosmos. Brahma has the power to create and control 
destiny —and therefore he virtually decides the time of annihilation or death of the 
world, though the actual task of annihilating or ending this world or causing death is 
delegated to Lord Shiva, but the mandate to do so comes from the supreme authority, 
who is not Brahma but Brahm, but the former has been delegated this authority by the 
latter. Brahma unfolded the world when he turned his head in the four directions and 
uttered the four basic words Bhu, Bhuvaha, Swaha and Maha (symbolising the creation 
of the earth, the sky, the heavens and the great creation having countless varieties and 
numbers of creatures, small and big, who would populate it) as well as the Vedas (Rig, 
Yajur, Sam and Atharva) and the profound body of wisdom and knowledge contended in 
them. (See Mahopanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 9 of the Sam Veda tradition). Knowledge, 
wisdom and enlightenment are the chief characteristic of Brahm represented by the 
Atma/soul. Brahma also has these characteristic features because he is the one who has 
not only created the physical world but also the great body of knowledge in the form of 
the Vedas. Brahma is depicted as a white-bearded and learned grandfather of creation. 
This is a symbolic way of saying that he is the oldest and wisest one amongst all those 
who live. Even Vishnu and Shiva and all the other Gods are much younger to him. Both 
the two Gods (Vishnu and Shiva) are known to exhibit some elements of Rajoguna and 
Tamogunas, i.e. they have some sort of worldly characteristics such as showing anger, 
having passion etc., or assuming different forms as in the case of their various 
manifestations, but Brahma, the old bearded patriarch, remains one original without any 
manifestation, much like the supreme Brahm who remains detached from and 
dispassionate towards the creation, although he is the cause of it, is responsible for it and 
is the resting place for it. 
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The Maho-panishad of Sam Veda, Canto 1, verse no. 8 describes how Brahma came 
into existence. The sweat drops from the forehead of Viraat Purush formed the water 
element which coagulated into the primary cosmic gel that glowed with energy. It was 
called the cosmic egg or Hiranyagarbha. It was from the latter that Brahma emerged atop 
a lotus. 

The Prashna Upanishad of Atharva Veda, in its Canto 1 says that the Sun God is the 
Prajapati because the Sun is responsible for life on earth. 

The four words pronounced by Brahma created the four basic components of the 
cosmos—-Bhu' represented the earth/terrestrial world, *Bhuvaha' represented the space 
between the earth and the heavens or the sky where the solar system is located, ‘Swaha’ 
represented the sky beyond the solar system; it means the heavens or the deep recesses of 
cosmos; inter galactic space, and 'Janaha' represented the creatures that inhabited and 
populated these three worlds. 

The four mouths of Brahma symbolise the 4 cardinal directions of the compass and 
the preaching of the 4 Vedas symbolising knowledge, erudition and wisdom. 

Brahma is called *Prajapati” or the one Lord who is responsible for the welfare of all 
the subjects of this vast creation without having any distinction between them. Since 
Brahma is the creator, he is like the father, and since he has established the laws that are 
to be followed by the subjects of this creation he is also like the king who decides the 
laws that form the codes of conduct in his realm. But the question arises that if Brahm is 
supposed to look after his creation with equality, then why does one creature suffer while 
the other does not. The answer lies the fact that one creature suffers and the other does 
not is none of Brahma's faults but that of the creature itself because it goes berserk and 
does not follow the sanctioned paths as laid down in the different Upanishads, especially 
highlighted in this Valli in a very specific manner, and therefore has to undergo the 
consequences for its actions. The reason is that this world is characterised by the theory 
of action and reward, and what one does he 1s bound to enjoy or suffer from its results. 

How Brahma was created from the auspicious quality called Sata Guna that 
dominated the initial stages of creation has been described from the metaphysical point of 
view in the Saraswati Rahasya Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 49. 

Life span of Brahma—The Tripadvibhut Maha Naryan Upanishad of the Atharva 
Veda tradition, Canto 3, paragraph no. 8 describes the complete life-span of Brahma, the 
creator. 

"Anant has two implications—one is that this word refers to the legendary serpent 
known as Seshnath who holds the earth on its hood, and the other is that it refers to Lord 
Vishnu who is none but the eternal and infinite Supreme Being himself. The word 
literally means an entity that has no end. Truly speaking, it applies to the Supreme Being 
known as Brahm as he is the only one who is endless and without an end. Brahm's 
cosmic manifestation is known as Vishnu or the Viraat Purush. Anant supports the entire 
creation by forming its base or foundation, and this fact is depicted by saying that 
Seshnath holds the earth on its hood. Well, in another incarnation Vishnu had assumed 
the form of a Tortoise to support the mountain from sinking during the legendary 
churning of the cosmic ocean by the Gods and the Demons in search of Amrit, the 
ambrosia of life and eternity. Then again, Vishnu had become a Boar to retrieve the earth 
on his snout when it was hidden in the under-world by a demon. In other words, 
whenever the need arose to give support to creation, it was Vishnu who has assumed 
various forms—one of them being as Seshnath. In his incarnation as Lord Ram, this 
Seshnath had become Laxman, Ram's younger brother, and in Vishnu's incarnation as 
Lord Krishna, Seshnath had become Balraam, Krishna's elder brother. 

The fact that Anant is Lord Vishnu and no one else is endorsed in the next verse no. 
39 which says that his weapon is the famous ‘Chakra’, the discus of Vishnu.] 
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39. The ten Gods have their respective weapons! stationed near them in the next ring just 
outside of them. This ring is the 5th concentric layer or girdle protecting Lord Ram. 

The next Aavaran (ring) that encircles Lord Ram, i.e. the 6th outer ring, consists of 
the monkeys such as Neel etc., and sages such as Vashistha, Vaamdeo etc. All of them 
remain involved in worshipping Lord Ram. (Please see also Canto 5, verse no. 7) (39). 

[Note—'The ten weapons of these above mentioned ten Gods are as follows— 

(1) Indra's Vajra which is said to be the strongest weapon in creation. It is revealed in the 

form of the almighty thunderbolt which reduces anything to rubble when it ever strikes 

the earth. 

(ii) Fire-God's weapon known as Shakti which stands for dynamism, energy, strength, 

vigour and vitality. 

(iii) Yam’s weapon known as Danda or a stick or baton. Since Yam is regarded as the 

keeper of Dharma, the tenets of righteousness, probity and propriety, he needs to wield 

the stick to ensure the implementation of these virtues, and uses the baton to punish the 

guilty and the violaters. 

(iv) Niriti’s or Nairitya’s Khanga or a sword. This God is said to be responsible to 

actually implement the commands of the Death God, sometimes also refered to as the 

Yam God, and hence wields the sword to cut off the head to kill and cause death in a 

symbolic manner. 

(v) Varun's weapon is the Paash or the sling, the loop, the snare or the shackle. It is a 

symbolic way of saying that the Water God keeps the entire creation under its control 

with the help of the snare or the loop, and surrounds the entire creation like a girdle. This 

is because no life is possible without water. This also implies that the surface of the 

habitable world, the earth, is surrounded by ocean (water) on all sides. 

(vi) Vayu's weapon is Ankush or the goad or any other sharp knife-like weapon. The 

Wind God controls all the vital functions in the body and is responsible for ‘life’ in all its 

hues. That is why it is also called the Pran (life) of creation. Its weapon ‘goad’ is very 

evident when a man suffers colic with sharp stabbing pains resembling the stabbing with 

a knife. 
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(vii) Chandramaa's weapon is the Gadaa or the mace. 

(viii) Ishan or Lord Shiva’s weapon is the Shul or the trident, a spear or a lancet. 

(ix) Brahma holds a divine Kamal or a lotus. This indicates that he is wise and 
immaculate as well as the creator of holistic knowledge. 

(x) And finally, the weapon of Anant or Lord Vishnu is the famed Chakra—the circular 
saw-like discus that is the trademark weapon of Lord Vishnu. This Chakra has been 
described in detail in the Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda 
tradition, in its Uttar Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 3-13.] 
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Detailed description for drawing the pooja-Yantra 


(The Charm or Talisman-apparatus of Sri Ram) 


40. [Verse nos. 40-66 describe in great detail how to construct the Pooja-Yantra or the 
instrument used to offer formal forms of worship to Lord Ram. It is in the form of a 
Charm or a Talisman Yantra or a magical apparatus used to offer worship to Lord Ram. ] 

After describing the ‘Pooja-Yantra’ (a Talisman Yantra or a mystical Charm which 
is used as an implement or apparatus for worshipping any chosen deity) in a symbolic 
way, details of how to construct it in physical terms in the form of a geometrical diagram 
or a sketch are being described now. 

Two equilateral triangles must be drawn in such a way that the second triangle is 
placed in an inverted position, up side down, on the first triangle. This results in the 
formation of a hexagonal enclosure at the center with six smaller triangles on its six 
surfaces. 

In the central hexagon thus formed, two symbols of the divine word OM should be 
written so that they face each other like a mirror image (40). 


AT dries ter: MTB | ft xp Tees Mg Ten TET IIS? I 


tanmadhye bijamalikhya tadadhah sadhyamalikhet / 
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dvitiyantam ca tasyordhvam sasthyantam sadhakam tatha // 41// 


faex 31 ai wr stent & ata amener (D) wp fexgex sum fa ura ard’ at fed 
ma ar ae fed ear feu. sada (D) $ at am ua cp WT fee 
"feu St KET LEAT afew (wv)! 


41. In the centre of the hexagon and bracketed on two sides with the curved arches of the 
OM Mantra is written the Beej Mantra of Lord Ram—which is ‘Raam or Raan(g)’ (1i). 
Below this Beej Mantra of Lord Ram is written, in a symbolic manner or in 
codified form, the work that is to be done or wishes which need to be fulfilled. It is 
accomplished by writing it in the second case or inflexion of the Sanskrit language. It is 
called the ‘Dwitiya Vibhakti” of Sanskrit grammar (equivalent to the objective case of 
English grammar)’. 
The name of the worshipper is to be written on the top of the Beej Mantra of Lord 
Ram. This name should be in the sixth case or inflexion of the Sanskrit language. It is 
called the ‘Shashthi Vibhakti’ of the Sanskrit grammar (equivalent to the possessive case 
of English grammar)? (41). 
[Note— In the sentence ‘I eat a mango’, the word mango is in the objective case. 
"In the sentence ‘This is John’s work’, the word John's is in the possessive case.] 


esd a dared fees HT | Mead Waa 4 aaa 13 


kuru dvayam ca tatpar$ve likhedbījāntare ramām / 


tatsarvam pranavabhyam ca vestayecchuddhabuddhimān // 42// 


SW Te dist Asa H cal que Td us fed) ‘ae’ wee foe dist Aa 4 sa 
Has ‘A? fed haue qeu ve va Uu fou fad Ta (32) W mga W (42)! 


42. As a next step, the word *Kuru' should be written on either side of the Beej Mantra of 
Lord Ram (which is ‘Ram’). 

Then the Beej Mantra representing the cosmic energy and dynamic powers of the 
Lord, called ‘Sri’ and represented by the monosyllable ‘Srim’ should be written exactly in 
the center of the Beej Mantra for Lord Ram (i.e. Ram). [To place the Beej Mantra rim 
in the center of the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’, the latter has to be split into two segments—the 
letter ‘Ra’ will be at the left of the Beej Mantra ‘Stim’, while the long vowel sound ‘Aa’ 
of the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ will be to the right of the Beej Mantra ‘Srim’.] 

The entire setup should be such that it is surrounded by or enclosed from all the sides 
by the twin mirror images of the Pranav word ‘OM’ written earlier according to verse no. 
40. (42). 


79 


ats wee g feast wee. | aod TS Aedsag moda 163 1 


dirghabhaji sadasre tu likhedbijam hrdadibhih / 


koņapāršve ramamaye tadagre'nangamālikhet // 43// 


fre St Vea 4 TEX & aT sp St spur (2) T eas mn (geo fran Ñ), (2) 
Ñ fered Tāre (at fewer Hm), (3) & feet ave tet fart N), (4) Y meum gu 
(att ferr 3D, (4) XP Gamer awe (gad fran 3), (&) t erem: Wa (83 finr Ñ) 
fedi TIT wur c ue quu Tet (xr ds (27) wem gad dem (Wn ds (RD 
fei ft mx Spp 4 da am WU et) feu (v3)! 


43. Outside the hexagon, there are six equilateral triangles, each having a base on one of 
the six faces of the hexagon. 

The following Mantras should be written in the six triangles so that one Mantra is 
accommodated in one triangle. They are written on the base of each of the six triangles 
which happen to be the outer surfaces of the six sides of the central hexagon. The 
Mantras are the following— 

(i) In the first triangle, the Mantra ‘Ram hrdayaya Namah’ should be written, (ii) in 
the second triangle, the Mantra ‘Rim Sirasé swaha’ should be written, (iii) in the third 
triangle, the Mantra ‘Rim sikhāyai vasat’ should be written, (iv) in the fourth triangle the 
Mantra *Rem kavacaya hum’ should be written, (v) in the fifth triangle, the Mantra 
‘Raum nētrābhyām vausat’ should be written, (vi) and in the sixth triangle, the Mantra 
‘Rah astraya phat’ should be written. 

On the out left hand side of each triangle's apex should be written the Beej Mantra 
for Ramaa (Laxmi), i.e. ‘Srim’, and on the right side, the Beej Mantra for Maya, i.e. 
‘Hrim’ should be written. [That is, on either side of the apex of each triangle formed on 
the side of the hexagon, one Beej Mantra is written to the left of it and one Beej Mantra is 
written to the right of it. On the left is ‘Srim’ and on the right is ‘Hrim’.] 

The Beej Mantra for Kaam (passion, desires), which is *Klim', should be written 
in the middle of the space between any to triangles (that is, a total number of six Beej 
Mantra ‘Klim’ are placed on the Yantra in between the six triangles) (43). 


spi PTT foes efr FRA | que USS S ASAR gei 


krodham konāgrāntaresu likhya mantryabhito giram / 


vrttatrayam sastapatram saroje vilikhetsvarān // 44// 
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e fam 4 da 4 Te ws dhe ate ēst (mn? feu sit zu dhe & Sb a att 
at Wer U^ fee! fux da tere vat (qu) A- Teo! qx di yea ow mu 
RA d vnm, zu wer d vnm am GE mue GG 4 317 MT Ho at grex at tad 
qd $ WIE ss T Wer 318g HAS TAA (vw)! 


44. Both on the outside of the apex of each of the six triangles as well as just inside them, 
the seeker should write the Beej Mantra for Krodh or anger, i.e. ‘Hum’ flanked on either 
sides with the Beej Mantra for Vaak or speech, i.e. ‘Aim’. 

Now, three concentric circles should be drawn just outside of the sketch made by the 
hexagon and its six triangles decorated by the Beej Mantras (as described in verse nos. 
40-44). 

Outside the third circle drawn as directed in this present verse, an eight-petal 
lotus should be drawn (44). 


a WIE FT Bare | ay WIODRHSUD3feEQ STD HU II 


kesare castapatre ca vargastakamathalikhet / 


tesu malamanorvarnanvilikhedürmisamkhyaya // 45// 


wb FAS H 3mS Wd (uc) sep mq susp AS Fao d sent af fed— feel Dire 
qd; x STU cep Aa stent al Wc HAS «o d ART: fos (ume fH 3p GT, = F, 
3 X, X X, v cO, UU, sī Gd, Aa) ge Te] m msn aw a 4% oe af 


c 


a few à wb fT P— F, q, T, a, Y, a, Wn SD] fou zs oe cots (db Hd) sī 
wit ae ot feud we Hs sux AM gad oA ae "MO Uus 4 ve auf aT 
Tan wd fa oh mu u fes HiT ye GET 43 FS) (v4)! 


45. In the eight petals of the lotus made as prescribed in verse no. 44, the following three 
sequences of the Sanskrit alphabets are to be written— 

(1) At the base (‘Kesar’) of the petals, the vowels of the Sanskrit alphabets are to be 
written so that each petal as a set of two alphabets (i.e. a pair of vowels— a - a; i — ī; u— 
ü; 6 — ai; 6 - au; am - ab; r- Ẹ; |-1). 


(ii) Next, above these vowels, the consonants of the Sanskrit alphabets are to be 
written such that each petal has one category of consonant. These are called ‘Varga’. 
[There are eight such categories or Vargas of consonants which are headed by the 
alphabets— ka, ca, ta, ta, pa, ya, $, ksha.] 


(iii) Above these alphabets, near the tip of each petal but inside it should be written 
the forty seven letters of the ‘Mala Mantra’ (Mala Mamtra) in sequence in such a way 
that each petal contains six letters of the full sequence. (Please see verse no. 63 also) (45). 
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sed Teas quao feud | dy ARTS KO That IA IKS II 


ante paficaksaranyevam punarastadalam likhet / 


tesu narayanastarnam llikhya tatkesare ramam // 46// 


STH (ad) wd/«o "H TT BUG a ar at fim CH RT o Wd H ax = v3 WU 
am wa 8 db fam 49—42 = & A FS) SN Bs TH AS wo di TR Um a 
SS Ta mI HAS FATS! Sah Ua A ^32 FA ARAM’ Sa ASTM AA H YH 3T8R 
mia mi feud] RW wmm (sm) F oT ay Ha (3D foe (ws) 


46. The eighth petal of the lotus will have only five remaining letters of the ‘Mala 
Mantra’. [The first 7 petals have 6 letters each = 7x6 = 42 letters in all, and the remaining 
47-42 = 5 shall be placed in the eighth petal. ] 

Now, another ring of eight petals of the lotus should be drawn outside the first ring 
as was described previously in verse nos. 44-45. The Beej Mantra of Ramaa, i.e. ‘Stim’, 
should be written at the base of each of these eight petals. 

Then the individual eight syllables of the eight-syllable Mantra ‘om namoh 
narayanaya’ should be written in such a way that one syllable is accommodated in one 
petal. [The eight syllables are = OM + Na+ Mo + Naa + Raa + Ya + Naa + Ya = 8.] (46). 





qesfeziesreo ASAT | staf Tal Tad aca SISA IKI 


tadbahirdvadasadalam vilikheddvadasaksaram / 


athom namo bhagavate vasudevaya ityayam // 47// 


ve Gen ve Ñ aia sms wi AS mue 4 ae us; Ae muro %2 "di mI Wap a 
BIE AA "ep (a2 FA Wad ages’ 4 UH UH Bal wl UU Ud UH HAT: 
uui RA F few (wv) | 


47. Outside the second layer of lotus petals as described in verse no. 46, another (i.e. 
third) layer of a 12-petal lotus should be drawn. Each letter of the 12-letter Mantra ‘om 
namoh bhagavate vasudévaya’ should be written near the apex of each petal so that one 
letter is written in each petal in sequence. [The twelve letters or syllables are OM + Na + 
Mo + Bha + Ga + Wa + Te + Vaa + Su + De + Vaa + Ya = 12.] (47). 
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MCAT PRY FAST NBA | Teale: SMS feo Tha feu i211 


adiksantankesaresu vrttakarena samlikhet / 
tadbahih sodasadalam likhya tatkesare hryam // 48// 


suh 22 Wd aS HAS m TH 4 Hat F fet qin m ar d dat (wo aH af 
al (aft fe 24 mR) fep a tere wu Hd oda epe Hee od ow ae ait 
an affqu Fa d oo cem a) Su HS $ TS gl WH UH o? T H Aa ANO 
ad AN sus were wq $ ga umm as gl feu (we)! 


48. At the base (the ‘Kesar’) of these twelve petals should be written the Sanskrit 
alphabets such that each of the 1st eleven petals have four letters of the alphabet while the 
last (i.e. twelfth) petal has the remaining seven letters. [In Sanskrit, there are sixteen 
vowels and thirty five consonants from the first alphabet ‘a’ to *jfia' (pronounced as 
"gya'] These letters should be in a slightly convex line (instead of a straight line). 

Outside this 3rd layer of the lotus petals, another layer—the 4th layer—of a 16-petal 
lotus should be drawn. At the base of each of these petals should be written the Beej 
Mantra for Maya— i.e. ‘Hrim’ (48). 


ASA «ou Tee | MARSA KAT wee |18 I 


varmāstranatisamyuktam dalesu dvādašāksaram / 


tatsandhisvirajadinam mantranmantri samālikhet // 49// 


sa at 2g db uro mo A RW Wd SA St aH gl qun Umum on a a tī 
he S TM IES AT (32 St WAIT TA Fol T) $ Um—Um $3 sent at 
(HS wa?3-2&) fei mī m sei H ARA X) wem eque ae & wis ow 
fex (si At Te GEM uo Ñ affa č) (v9)! 


49. In each petal of the 16-petal lotus of the 4th layer, one should write the letters of the 
following Mantras in such a way that one petal has one letter—'Hum', ‘Phat’, ‘Na’, 
‘Mah’, and the 12-lettered Mantra ‘om hrim bhartagraja ram klim swaha’. 

[These twelve letters are OM + Hrim + Bha + Ra + Taa + Gra + Ja + Raa + Ma 
Klim + Swa + Ha = 12. Along with the earlier four syllables, viz. Hum + Phat + Na + 
Maha = 4, the total number of letters become 16. So, each petal will have one letter. 
Refer—(i) Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 54; and (i1) Tripadvibhut Maha 
Narayan Upanishad, Canto 7, paragraph no. 30.] 
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The letters should be placed near the tip-end of the petals. Next, the sixteen Beej 
Mantras of the various wise/erudite ones who are well versed in the Mantras pertaining to 
Lord Ram (e.g. Hanuman) should be placed at the points where two petals join each 
other, i.e. between each pair of petals just above their junction points. [These 16 Beej 
Mantras are mentioned below in verse no. 50] (49). 


Bana oux wow fom ae: | SM Feat RATTA lho || 


hram sram bhram vram lum Sram jram ca likhetsamyaktato bahih / 


dvatrimsaram mahapadmam nadabindusamayutam // 50// 


IRR 26 ST MA zu We È- € GM 41), d Gite D, d (Ma mp, d ati 
F), @ (SAT M), S] (STE D, sj Ha A), S (uf a), FT (mf a), fü 
(fase a1), xj (FIE A), T (ada cen, 3i Gam a), SP GATS AI), FJ Ga A) 
AS vor sd gu C^ se a aT Wer C el Sd AUG % TR UH Wig 
ARI 32 Tat WD gadi Ge “ae” wd Gg G oue Tl le ae MT GUT Bik 
Sum SR Bg eM) (4o)! 


50. These sixteen Beej Mantras (as mentioned in verse no. 49 above) are as follows—(1) 
‘Hrm’ (for Hanuman), (2) ‘Srm’ (for Sugriv), (3) ‘Bhrm’ (for Bharat), (4) ‘Vrm’ (for 
Vibhishan), (5) ‘Lrm’ (for Laxman), (6) ‘Srm’ (for Shatrughan), (7) ‘Jrm’ (for Jaamwant), 
(8) ‘Dhrm’ (for Dhristi), (9) ‘Jam’ (for Jayant), (10), ‘Vim’ (Vijai), (11) ‘Sum’ (for 
Suraashtra), (12) ‘Ram’ (for Raashtra Vardhan), (13) ‘Am’ (for Akop), (14) ‘Dham’ (for 
Dharampaal), (15) and ‘Sum’ (for Sumantra). The Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ca’ (as in the 
English word ‘touch’) which has come in the main sloka marks the end of the sequence. 

Next, another layer of a 32-petal ‘Maha-lotus’ (the great lotus) should be drawn 
outside the above lotus. [This will be the 5th lotus.] Each of the petals of this lotus should 
have a symbol of *Naad' and ‘Bindu’, i.e. a concave surface with a dot on top (50). 


aama WAY UAT: | ECRI TA d |4? II 
FMS WAR Weak 7 deste: | We Teed IERASTI 142 I 


vilikhenmantrarājārnāmstesu patresu yatnatah / 
dhyāyedastavasūnekādašarudrāmšca tatra vai // 51// 
dvadasenamsca dhātāram vasatkaram ca tadbahih / 


bhügrham vajrasūlādhyam rekhatrayasamanvitam // 52// 
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SH FAS * 32 THT (UD H SA SH MH SF 33 HM AS HA wq Um—Um STR HA 
a Pa- “ways Fears WAR qum) A TTT A Bre qug efe A? fx 34 
cot Ao Wu, (2 Re SR vx RA TE? GUI Ta Wl HUH aH HAT: PON 
"feu! SH 32 W AS HAG H TR Ht WH UH “We (TR) TM! sg uni 
Rmi K (sux, Waa, cer, qu) ag ar eI WD 4 a A ye a fre sifad «ti 
su pU at da Karsti À A (42-42) 
[Az : e) C ag ARE ga, R, WW, m, BS, BAS, FS, WTI (R) 22 
ee d i OR, AEK, sepe, arate, wey, gual, audi, tad, AES, we, 
Huet! (3) %2 amfecr d S aa, sia, faa, seu, ae, TI, vu, Gamma, 
qur, TT, TAT TM fami (4) HE AAT Sh TSI c=? BWI (4) WK 
TA 4 oe at dig tard uw, c, OT wt gardi 21 DUX aes mp SD fu 
è den Yum, aa gl fee ok dier ui] 


5]. The thirty two letters of the following Mantra should be written inside these thirty 
two petals, with one letter (syllable) in each petal—‘rambhadra mahēšvāsa raghvīra 
nrpottama / bho dašāsyāntakāsmākam sriyam dapaya dehi me //’. 

[The brief meaning of this Mantra is ‘Oh Lord Ram! You are almighty, 
gentlemanly and the best amongst the kings. You had killed the ten-headed demon 
(Ravana). Please grant the boon of Sri or majesty and glory to me.” The thirty-two letters 
are the following Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra + Ma + He + Shwaa + Sa + Ra + Ghu + Vi + Ra 
+ Nri + Po + Tta + Ma + Bho + Da + Shaa + Syaa + Nta + Kaa + Smaa + Kam + Sri + 
Yam +Daa + Pa + Ua + De + Hi + Me = 32 letters. Refer Ram Rahasya Upanishad, 
Canto 2, verse no. 81.] 

Then the names of the eight Vasus', eleven Rudras?, twelve Adityas” and one 
Brahma should be mentioned near the apex-point of each petal, one name in one petal 
(51). 

[Note—'The 8 Vasus are the following— Dhruv, Dhar, Som, Aapha (water), Anil 
(wind), Anal (fire), Pratush, and Prabhaas. 

"The 11 Rudras according to Vishnu Puran (1/1/15) are the following— Har, 
Bahuroop, Trayambak, Aparajeet, Shambhu, Vrishakapi, Kapardi, Raivat, Mrigvyadh, 
Sharva, Kapaali. 

The 12 Adityas are the following—Dhata, Arayma, Mitra, Varun, Ansha, Bhug, 
Indra, Vivaswan, Pusha, Parjanya, Twashta, and Vishnu. ] 























52. As a next step, a circle should be drawn just outside of this 32-petal lotus so as to 
encircle it and touch the tip of each of the petals’. 

Then, a peripheral boundary of three consecutive squares? should be drawn so as 
to enclose the multi-layered circular diagram made as per prescription contained in verse 
nos. 40-51. This is called the ‘Bhupur’ or the enclosing wall around the great fort where 
the Lord is seated. 
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Next, the symbol of two weapons, i.e. the Vajra (the weapon of Indra) and the 
Shul (the trident or spear or lancet) are marked at all the eight corners of the Bhupur so as 
to give protection to the gates of this symbolic fort. The sign of the Vajra should be 
marked or drawn in the four directions (i.e. in the north, west, south and east), and the 
symbol of the Shul or the trident/spear/lancet should be drawn in the four corners of the 
worship Yantra or the Charm instrument (i.e. in the north-west, south-west, south-east 
and north-east corners). 

The completed diagram is called the *Bhupur Yantra" or the apparatus that is 

used for rituals and formal forms of Tantrik worship practices (52). 

[Note—'The total number of names will be 8+11+12+1 = 32. 

"The three lines outside the circular apparatus/diagram represent the three inherent 
qualities present in any creature—viz Sata (the good qualities, Raja (the medium 
qualities) and Tama (the mean and lowest qualities). 

?The characteristic features of a Bhupur Yantra are the following—a square, the sign 
of Vajra (goad) and Shul (trident or spear or lancet). The colour that is used to make these 
lines and symbols is the yellow colour.] 


grid 3 ueureufud mAg | sexi argfēša aa: wafers: 1143 1 
Teas wga fons vata: | us meone qer fey fafe a yx 


dvaropatam ca ra$yadibhüsitam phanisamyutam / 
ananto vasukiscaiva taksah karkotapadmakah // 53// 
mahāpadmašca $ankha$ca guliko'stau prakirtitah / 


evam mandalamalikhya tasya diksu vidiksu ca // 54// 


oe fest MUST H uvam: eid È seb ver zu nk safes usu d vb zm sara fee su 
SU erp cp 22 ura Xp fengfü gti (Wende ak e qus usum USD cH. ov 
wast X 2 = ¢ WS mH A x UT = oe = HO %2 WM BI 

fe ce fa a at ei) dcum a age Se Oo fn te eit A eu wa 
al Was Ta a wp 20 as a m mp d G— oo, ale, was, Hales, 
Te, MEGA, ME sik afew! (43-4) | 

[Ate : @) swim ane NA d 8 AM, Hw, qu, fp mu, fue, SRT, Jor, 

drum, TET, H, BI] 


53-54. Even as any pavilion has four gates or entrances, there should be four gates or 
entrances marked on the four sides of the divine and glorious square described here. [This 
square is called the Bhupur Yantra, and it is said to be divine and glorious because it is 
deemed to be self-illuminated with the divinity and dynamic energy of Lord Ram. These 
four gates should be in the four directions—north, east, south and west. ] 
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Then the self-illuminated ‘Bhupur’ instruments used for worship of Lord Ram should 
be decorated with the twelve signs of the zodiac!. These signs should be placed one each 
on either side of the four gateways (i.e. 4 gates x 2 zodiac signs on either side of it = 8 in 
total), and the remaining four signs should be placed on the four corners of the instrument 
(i.e. in the north-east, the south-east, the south-west, and the north-west corners). 

Then it should be made to appear that the legendary Serpent holds this Bhupur Yantra 
on its hood (phanisamyutam). This is done by writing the eight names of the legendary 
Serpent (also known as ‘Seshnanth or Anant’) on all the eight directions of this Bhupur as 
follows—in the North is witten the name of ‘Anant’, in the North-East is witten the name 
of ‘Vaasuki’, in the East is witten the name of ‘Takshak’, in the South-East is witten the 
name of ‘Karkotak’, in the South is witten the name of ‘Padma’, in the South-West is 
witten the name of ‘Mahaapadma’, in the West is witten the name of ‘Shankha’, and in 
the North-West is witten the name of ‘Kulik’. 

This depiction would make it appear that these eight legendary Serpents are 
supporting the entire glorious self-illuminated instrument from its eight corners 
(mandalamalikhya tasya diksu vidiksu ca) (53-54). 

[Note—'The twelve signs of the zodiac are the following—Aries, Taurus, Gemini, 

Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces. The 

zodiac is the belt or band of constellation of stars through which the Sun, the Moon and 

the planets move across the sky. The twelve signs of the zodiac represent the twelve 

constellations considered important by astrologers who were ancient astronomers as well 

as mathematicians. The twelve cycles of the moon coinciding with the twelve months of 

the year consisting of one solar cycle was the reason why the figure twelve was chosen 

because the Sun and the Moon were central to astrological calculations. 


AE «p ANTE federe Ga | Het Raae A a: yy 


nārasimham ca vārāham likhenmantradvayam tathā / 
kūto rephanugrahendunadasaktyadibhiryutah // 55// 


SA TER TR Wep sure) som ant fest d Ga, wd, da, vss) dt wat -- 
ante’ woher Ha at fod qur cpu 4 Same’ $ att Wer -- aT foe ( anes «sī 
Ta ‘at or a” € ws nre mr dist Mg (X^ 60) we TT ufus ar asī Ts R or at 
È We m, T, vb, AR, We aM VIA UT P (44)! 


55. After drawing the Bhupur Yantra as described above, the Beej Mantra for Lord 
Nrisingh and that for Lord Vaaraha, both should be written. 

[The Beej Mantra for Lord Nirsingh should be marked on the four sides of the 
Bhupur Yantra, i.e. north, east, south and west, just above the four ‘gates’ marked on this 
instrument. The Beej Mantra for Lord Varaaha should be placed on its four corners , i.e. 
north-east, south-east, south-west and north-west. 

The Beej Mantras for Nrisingh is ‘Ksaraum/ Ksraum', and for Varaaha is *Hum'.] 
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These two Mantras have one thing in common, viz. the syllable “m”. This sound 
represents the cosmic sound of OM that is also called the *Naad'. Hence, it incorporates 
the cosmic energy and dynamism inherent in OM or Naad. Therefore, when written, the 
two Mantras consist of the basic letter (which in the case of Nrisingh is *Ksa' and of 
Varaaha is ‘Ha’), with an ‘r’ sound known as a ‘reff or halant’ at the lower end, and a 
‘bindu or dot’ on the top to give it the same stature as the divine Mantra known as ‘OM’. 


[The Mantra OM is something like X]. 


In other words, (i) the Beej Mantra of Nrisingh essentially consists of 'Ksa' + ‘ra’ + 
‘m’, and (ii) that of Varaaha of ‘Ha’ + 'ü' + ‘m’. Here, the “m” symbolizes the cosmic 
sound-energy and dynamism of the supreme Brahm represented by the monosyllable 
“OM” and heard by ascetics during their meditation as a reverberating deep sound of the 
cosmos that arises due to the presence of the Cosmic Consciousness, and which is called 
the *Naad'. [The word *Naad" means a deep and grave sound of a reverberating nature, 
as that produced by the beating of a distant drum, or the trundling sound of a passing train 
in a distance, especially over a bridge, or the rumbling of clouds in the sky.] 

In essence, this means that the Bhupur Yantra used for worshipping Lord Ram has 
been endowed with a divine halo associated with OM and Naad, and it has 
simultaneously been infused with and protected by the divine energy that is similarly 
associated with OM and Naad. (55). 

[Note—Nrisingh is the half man and half lion incarnation of Lord Vishnu, 

and Varaaha is the Lord's Boar incarnation. An entire Upanishad called the 

*Nrisingh Tapini Upanishad? of the Atharva Veda is dedicated to the 

Nrisingh God; it is the 7" Upanishad of this Veda. Similarly, an Upanishad 

called the *Varaaha Upanishad” of the Krishna Yajur Veda is dedicated to 

the Varaaha God; it is the 30" Upanishad of this Veda. These Beej Mantras 
are marked to invoke the respective deities and request them to protect the 

Yantra. This protection is in addition to the protection gained by placing the 

signs of the Vajra and the Shul as described earlier in verse no. 52, and the 

eight serpents as mentioned in verse nos. 53-54.] 


a afte: AAE Teoh | agaaa a APA dui 


yo nrsimhah samakhyato grahamaranakarmani / 


antyānghrīšaviyadbindunādairbījam ca saukaram // 56// 


"e ante dt cer we sup aro em waar ss 4 fas ww Gp vies $1 (sī UTE 
sls @ we) Au auf (ERR €) oR À qw dpud fa (eS) GT GL Wm (E 
Tala) six wf ar fb dat db a (gu saan (d^ ēst TAT (45)! 


*56. The Beej Mantra of the Nrisingh God—which is ‘Ksaraum’—is especially famed 
for its use in the elimination of hurdles or obstacles created for the worshipper by stars 
that are unfavourable or opposed to him, as well as for decimating his enemies. 
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Similarly, The Beej Mantra for Varaaha God, i.e ‘Hūm’, is also empowered by the 
cosmic dynamism associated with the word *OM' because it consists of the letter ‘Ha’ to 
which is conjoined the basic ingredients of OM. That is, this Mantra “Hum” is formed by 
a conjunction of the dynamism of the constituent parts of OM represented by the sign 3, 
viz. the letter ‘U’ with a ‘dot and the cresent’ on its top, with the basic letter ‘Ha’ of the 
Mantra. 

[That is, just like the Beej Mantra for Lord Nrisingh, i.e. “Ksaraum/ Ksraum", 
which consisted of the basic letter ‘Ksa’ to which is conjoined the syllable ‘m’ that stands 
for OM, the Beej Mantra for Lord Varaaha, i.e. ‘Hum’, too consists of the basic letter 
*Ha' to which is conjoined the syllable *m' that stands for OM. 

Therefore, both these two Beej Mantras are equally powerful, dynamic, holy and 
empowered.] (56). 


*[The Nrisingh God's Beej Mantra ‘Ksaraum/ Ksraum' is famed as a magic Talisman 
against malignant stars and is also used for the conquest of enemies. It is empowered by 
the combined strength of two most powerful and forceful dynamic elements of creation— 
the first is the ‘fire’ represented by the basic alphabet ‘Ra’ of the second letter ‘raum’, 
and the second is the supreme source of all powers and dynamism in creation, known as 
Brahm, that is represented by the ‘dot’ placed on the top of this second letter ‘raum’. 

In a similar manner, the Varaaha God's Beej Mantra ‘Hum’ is empowered by the 
most powerful element of Maya represented by the alphabet *Ha'. This is because the 
same alphabet *Ha' is used in the construction of both the Beej Mantra—for Varaaha 
(Hum) as wel as Maya (Hrim). Then again, like the Beej Mantra for Nrisingh God, this 
Beej Mantra for Varaaha is also empowered with the authority and dynamism of Brahm 
in the form of the ‘Indu and Naad’ placed as the sign of the "Chandra Bindu’ on its top. 
Therefore we conclude that both these two Beej Mantras—one of Nrisingh and the other 
of Varaaha—are equally possessed of cosmic ‘Shakti’ or the dynamic powers and energy 
of creation. 

The significance of using this Bhupur Yantra is that it brings within the reach of 
the worshipper all the stupendous divine and dynamic powers of creation. If the 
worshipper is wise, then he would use this instrument to achieve his spiritual goals. But 
for shortsighted people it is employed for their worldly gains.] 


NOT HA 


KAT TA T MORS: purs fara: fu after yet 


humkaram catra ramasya malamantro'dhuneritah / 


taro nati$ca nidrayah smrtirbheda$ca kāmikā // 57// 
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"E gon ds uer $ BMT A Vee MĪTI sa XTH uh TOT Wer als D aa UT oT 
TED ti Soe var sme twn? (wur) @, fx tam we di sae sm fer (a), fux uf 
(T), fux Fe (a), fee fT (3) (Fa 4) 


Mala Mantra 


57. The Beej Mantra for Varaaha, which is ‘Hum’ is placed on the four corners of the 
Bhupur Yantra. [Refer verse no. 55.] 

Now, the Beej Mantras of ‘Lord Ram's Mala Mantra" are being described. [The 
word ‘Mala/Mala’ refers to a prayer rosary. Hence, these Beej Mantras are uttered as the 
worshipper turns the beads of the prayer rosary while he worships the Lord through the 
Bhupur Yantra. The following narration is rather esoteric in nature as it involves the 
construction of simple Sanskrit words that are used in the Mala Mantra of Lord Ram by 
using mystical names and esoteric terms for each individual letter of the Mantra. Hence, 
we shall break it into several parts for the convenience of narration as well as for 
understanding as to how it is consctructed. 

The first part consists of the three words ‘OM Namah/Namo Bhagawate.' It means— 

‘Salutations to the supreme Brahm, the Lord God represented by the esoteric 
monosyllable ‘OM’! I most reverentially bow before the Lord’.] 


The first letter of the Mala Mantra is *Taar/Tar', meaning: that which provides spiritual 
liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation to the worshipper. Hence, it is the 
Beej Mantra for Brahm, which is also the monosyllable ‘OM’ (Š). 

It is followed by ‘Namah’. [This is indicative of submission and means that the 
worshipper is bowing before the Lord with great respect.] 

Then the following Beej Mantras are used in sequential order—the Beej Mantra for 
‘Nidraa’ (i.e. sleep, which is the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Bha’ pronounced as in abhor— 4 / 
bha Bh bh), ‘Smriti’ (i.e. memory, recollection, for which the Beej Mantra is the Sanskrit 
alphabet ‘Ga’ pronounced as in girl, girdle— 3T / ga G g), ‘Meda’ (i.e. flesh, marrow, 


fat, for which the Beej Mantra is the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Va’ pronounced as in avert— @ / 
va V v), and ‘Kaamika’ (i.e. name of a Goddess ruling passions, for whom the Beej 


Mantra is the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ta’ pronounced as in French ‘T’— « / ta T t) (57). 


[Note—'Lord Ram's Mala Mantra that is being described here is given, with little 
variations, in two other Upanishads of the Atharva Veda, viz. Ram Rahasya Upanishad, 
Canto 2, verse nos. 90-92, and Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad, Canto 7, 
paragraph no. 57. The full form of the Mala Mantra which has forty-seven letters is given 
in verse no. 64 of the present Canto 4. 

All the Sanskrit alphabets and their corresponding English transliteration and sound 
effects they produce are given in Appendix no. 3 at the end of this book under the title 
“Key to Transliteration and Pronunciation".] 
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war Ua afeerewfengfwr | xp 9 Slee (ART Pc I 


rudrena samyuta vahnimedhamaravibhüsita / 


dirgha krürayuta hladinyatho dirghasamayuta // 58// 


aH Be (T) À gm tl sah Te efr (0, Hur (8) $ sī aR (2) U auda tl zum Te 
def ser (1) wp aa sata UA (STI * Á 3: uem 21 fu gredi © 8, 
füx dat Hor (3) € sib ART meer (ST) S gels e. (Te GEM W& A ta UD ume? 
HA ga) (Tā 4C)I 


58. The ‘Kaamika’ is endowed with the qualities of ‘Rudra’ (i.e. is forceful, strong, 
powerful and unrelenting by nature, and if not satisfied creates anger and wrathfulness; 
its Beej Mantra is the first Sanskrit alphabet *E/Ae' pronounced as in may, gay, bake— 


V/cTeEe). 


[The Mala Mantra till this point consists of the following words—‘OM Namah/Namo 
Bhagawate’. 

The fourth word of the Mala Mantra is ‘Raghunandanaya’—meaning ‘The Great Son 
born in the dynasty of King Raghu of Ayodhya.’ This forms the second part and is 
constructed as follows—] 


After that comes the Beej Mantra for ‘Agni’ (i.e. the fire element, for which the Beej 
Mantra is the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ra’ pronounced as in run, rum— X / ra R r), ‘Medhaa’ 
(i.e. the power of intellect, sense, prudence, understanding and comprehension, for which 
the Beej Mantra is the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Gha’ pronounced as in log-hut, Nottingham— 
@/ gha Gh gh) which is adorned with the excellent quality of ‘Amar’ (i.e. the virtue of 
eternity and imperishability, because ‘Medhaa’ indeed makes the worshipper’s influence 
long-lasting in this world; for this quality, the Beej Mantra is the Sanskrit alphabet 
*U/Oo' pronounced as in full, bull— 3 / u U). 

Then comes ‘Dirgh Kalaa’ with its ‘Bindu’ (dot) on top symbolizing the ‘Chandra 
Bindu’ (2) placed on a letter . [The final shape of this letter is equivalent to the word OM 
used to represent the supreme Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness, as well as Naad, the 
cosmic sound element. Its symbol is 3 ] 


It is marked by the grand virtue of being *Akrur'—the opposite of cruelty. In other 
words, the holy and divine entity that is adorned by the Chandra Bindu (which is like a 
crown placed on the head of a monarch) is always merciful, compassionate, considerate, 
gracious and loving. This 'Dirgha Kalaa’ is represented by the Beej Mantra ‘Na’ 


(pronounced as in none, noun, gone— F / na N n), and it is adorned by the 
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Chandra Bindu (5) standing for the ‘Moon’ which is a symbol of peace, 


tranguility and bliss. 
[In this depiction, the cresent shape represents the ‘moon’, while the ‘dot’ placed on it 
symblises a drop of nectar that gives peace, tranquility and bliss. The combined word 


becomes ef +:5. Its pronunciation is *Nam'.] 


After it comes ‘Hlaadini’. [It is the sound of the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Da’ as in the 
words ‘the, rather, mother etc.— & / da D d] 

This is followed by the Sanskrit alphabet *Na' to which is added the long vowel 
sound of ‘Aa’. The resultant letter is *Naa/Na' as in the word neither, Nitrogen, nice 


etc.— «T + ST] (58). 


ager AIR p AA Hee | gt desa a Ner yee 148 I 


ksudhā krodhinyamoghā ca visvamapyatha medhaya / 
yukta dīrghajvālinī ca susuksma mrtyurūpiņī // 59// 


SUH Te T GD Èl GT VAR Ve GST Wo XP Tet qe SAT’ Sa) TERR suf 
(7), sae a), sik femp (93D) è st Gm (8) A Uae a fe At (D, safe (a) sī 
SH m (8) Uo gm B1 fx Aq SST (WD È (4%)— 


59. The next Beej Mantra is for ‘Kshudhaa’ or hunger (for which the Sanskrit alphabet is 
the letter *Ya' as in young, yearn etc.— UY / ya Y y). This is placed at the end of this 


phase of the Mala Mantra. [The *hunger' here is not for worldly gains but for one's 
spiritual welfare. ] 


[The word that is now formed till this point is ‘Raghunandanaya’. When this is added 
to the previous part of the Mala Mantra, it becomes the following—‘OM Namah/Namo 
Bhagawate Raghunandanaya.’ 

The fifth word of the Mala Mantra is *Raksoghnavim$adaya'—meaning ‘give me 
your protection against all evil factors, hurdles and obstacles; eliminate them and grant 
me your protection against their horrifying effects.” This word is the third part of the full 
Mantra and it is constructed as follows—] 


The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Krodha’ (anger; which is the Sanskrit alphabet 
‘Ra’ pronounced as in the word run— X / ra Rr). 


The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Amogha’ (literally meaning infallible, 
undefeatable, unfailing; which is the Sanskrit conjunct alphabet *Ksha', and which is a 
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combined sound of two letters ‘Ka’ as in kerb, and ‘Chh’ as in catch, ketchup— 8T / ksa 
x/ksh ksha/ksha). 

The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Vishwa’ (world, universe; which is the 
Sanskrit alphabet ‘O’ pronounced as in the exclamatory word Oh or in the word oracle, 


organ— 3īt / oT o O 6). 
The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Medhaa’ (intellect, sense, prudence, 
understanding, comprehension, wit; for which the Sanskrit alphabet is ‘Gha? as in 


Nottingham, log-hut— @ / gha Gh gh). 
The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Dirghaa’ (which is the nasal sound of the 
Sanskrit letter *Na'— T / na N n). 


The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Jwaalini’ (literally meaning that which is 
burning fiercely like the fire element), and which is one of the various Kalaas (aspects) of 
Vahini (fire element). (This is represented by the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Va’ pronounced as in 


the word avert— d / va V v) 

The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Rudra’ in the lower tone (i.e. the vowel 
sound of ‘E’ of the Sanskrit language and pronounced as in the word if, nip— $ /i Ii). 

The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Mritu’ or the end. (It is represented by the 
Sanskrit alphabet ‘Sha’ pronounced as in the word shawl— 8T / $a $ &) 

[The word ‘Mritu’ literally means conclusion or end of anything. In this Mantra 
*Raksoghnavim$adaya", the worshipper is requesting the Lord to ‘eliminate or end’ his 


sufferings arising out of the various hurdles or obstacles he faces. Hence, its meaning and 
usage fits in well.] (59). 


mia gi aAA aT | Rifas TAT di&o |i 


sapratistha hlādinī tvakksvelapritisca samara / 


jyotistiksnagnisamyukta $vetanusvarasamyuta // 60// 


-À Sar x STR ET (a fes wear get) ‘a’ X upm e| gus) Te gredi 
(S) qa cwm D ŠI ea Werp mp Smp wp fexur— "Teitemfāgiera” GUI 

wh xm ae (m), Ta @, ar (3), zi (2, den @, Wah (V a 
Wm tl ah Te sd (M) ease (707) ši Gra: aww ASH ATTY 
W) (&o)I 


60. The alphabet ‘Sha’ (as mentioned in verse no. 59) is completed by the sound of the 
first vowel of the Sanskrit alphabets upon which all other sounds of the consonants and 


conjuncts are based, i.e. the vowel sound of ‘A’ (3T / a A a). 
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[What is meant here is this: The letter “9T / $a" mentioned at the end of the 
previous verse is to be added to this Mantra in its complete form—i.e. as “$a”, or as “$ + 
a".] 

After this, the next Beej Mantra used is for Hlaadini with a long vowel sound. 
(This is represented by the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Daa’ pronounced as in the word thou— & / 
daDd-3m/aAa- dā) 

And finally, the Beej for *Twak' is used. (For this, the Sanskrit alphabet is ‘Ya’ as 
in the word yearn— 3T / ya Y y). 

[This concludes this fifth word of the Mala Mantra which is 


*Raksoghnavim$adaya". Hence, the Mantra till this point becomes: ‘OM Namah/Namo 
bhagawaté raghunandanaya raksoghnavim$adaya'.] 


[The sixth word of the Mala Mantra is the following—*Madhura-prasnna-vadanaya-mita- 
tejase'. It means ‘The Lord is sweet, pleasant and amiable by nature, has a cheerful and 
happy countenance and disposition, and is endowed with immense radiance, glory, 
majesty and excellence.' The following narration describes the various Beej Mantras used 
for its construction. This would be the fourth part of the full Mantra.] 


The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Kshwel’ (which is represented by the Sanskrit 
alphabet ‘Ma’ pronounced as in the word mother— A / ma M m). 
The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Priti’ (to have affection and love; which is 


represented by the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Dha’ pronounced as in the word breathe— €T / dha 


Dh dh). 
The next letter is the Beej Mantra for *Amar' (to be eternal and free from death; 
imperishable and infinite; which is represented by the Sanskrit alphabet *U/Oo* 


pronounced as in the word bull, pull— 3 / u U u). 


The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Jyoti’ (illumination, radiance, light— 
symblising majesty and glory; which is represented by the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ra’ 


pronounced as in the word run— X / ra Rr). 


The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Tikshna’ (sharp, incisive, pointed, potent, 
effective), along with that of ‘Agni’ (fire element). These are taken together to form the 


composite letter ‘Pra’ as in pranayam; prandial. [This letter has two parts—‘Pa’ / Ẹ + 
Ra” / X = Pra.] 

The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Shwet’ (white, bright; which is represented 
by the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Sa’ pronounced as in the word sung— WH / sa S s). This is 
followed by a silent sound that is equivalent to the one produced in Sanskrit by the dot (* 


**) known as an ‘anuswar’ (60). 


PIAA TTT ART SIT LU AAT aa arg: —emgdi fam: die di 
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kamikapaficamülantastantanto thanta ityatha / 


sa sananto dirghayuto vayuh süksmayuto visah // 61// 


fx ewe (TUR w) W wwe sen Sa’, fet (ev oh ae wp STER a „a H Te 
TÈ sak È Wi wp san a, fux ta c Te aT STER UD) ST Stat (90D) À Wm 
RL fux dd ae Howe rg (UD, gen ‘Ss’ uu a um fase (fī) È (62)1 GE WS 
fra sek g4— 1 a 4 1 ar f 


61. The next letter is the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Na’ (4 ; pronounced as in the word none) 
which is the fifth alphabet from the one representing ‘Kaamika’. [The Beej Mantra for 
Kaamika is ‘Ta’ (A) as in French ‘T’, and hence the fifth letter from it would be Na. The 


‘dot’ mentioned in verse no. 60 helps in linking the alphabet ‘Sa’ of verse no. 60 with the 
alphabet ‘Na’ mentioned here, to produce the sound equivalent to ‘Sanna = Sa + Na’.] 


The next letter is the one that follows the Sanskrit alphabet ‘La’ (eT)—1.e. the 
Sanskrit letter ‘Va’ (d) as pronounced as in the word avert. 

The next Sanskrit alphabet is ‘Da’ (4) as pronounced in the word then. This alphabet 
comes two steps after the alphabet ‘Ta’ (4). 

The next Sanskrit alphabet is ‘Na’ (ef) as pronounced in the word none. It comes 


after the letter ‘Dha’ (€T). This letter ‘Na’ has the vowel sound ‘Aa’ (3IT / à A) added to 
it. Hence, the resultant letter is ‘Naa’ pronounced as in word noun (Na + Aa = Na). 

Then comes the letter for the wind element which is ‘Ya’ (3T) with a long vowel 
sound of ‘Aa’ (31T / à A) added to it as a suffix. The resultant letter is ‘Yaa’ as in the word 
yard (Ya + Aa = Yā). 

This is followed by Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ma’ (9T) with the short vowel sound of ‘E/T’ 
(S / I, as in the word ‘eaten’) added to it as a prefix. The letter ‘Ma’ stands for ‘Visha’ or 


poison. Hence, the resultant Sanskrit letter becomes “mi” (and its equivalent sound in 
English would be *me") (61). 


ae HAT Sagas rac | ar degt SEOXSTATTDPTO: 1183 11 


kamika kamaka rudrayuktatho'tha sthiratapa / 


tāpanī dirghayukta bhuranalo’nantago’nilah // 62// 
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sah Te fer (d) ak gad ez (m) H usnm e © A) eR fea (57), sus Te 
amm ‘a? P ak cud V ap a P uf fe T api Gu wR 
(IRT Tam Ad UE AA AMT GUI 

sah Te at (3), fx di (6) dat ge (ari fe wt = V), fux afe (g) 
ŠI SU VaR ‘FORM We TAT (82)! 


62. Then comes the Beej Mantra for ‘Kaamika’ (which is the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ta’ (A) 
pronounced as in French ‘T’. This is associated with the Beej Mantra for ‘Rudra’ (a form 
of Shiva) for whom the Beej Mantra is the vowel sound ‘Ae’ (V / cT e E 6) as 
pronounced in may. The resultant letter is ‘Te’ («T + V) as in word tame. [In Sanskrit, the 
alphabet ‘Ta’ (4) is pronounced from the tip of the tongue like in the French ‘T’ as 
opposed to its English pronounciation which uses the back of the tongue as in the case of 
the alphabet ‘Tta’ (€ / ta T t).] 

The next letter is the Beej Mantra for 'Sthir' (steady; for which the Sanskrit alphabet 
is ‘Ja’ (of) pronounced as in the word judge). 


Finally, the letter ‘Sa’ (T) with the vowel sound of *Ae/e' (V) on top concludes this 


sixth word of the Mala Mantra. This letter is ‘Se’ (@ +U) pronounced as in the word say. 
[61 '^ .] 


[This forms the sixth word of the Mala Mantra of Lord Ram. This word is—‘ 
Madhuraprasnnavadanāyāmitatējasē”. 

When this is added to the previous part of the Mantra, we have the following part of 
the Mala Mantra—* OM Namah/Namo bhagawaté raghunandanaya raksoghnavim$adaya 
madhuraprasnnavadanayamitatejase ’. 


Now, the construction of the seventh word ‘Valaaye or Balaaye’ is being described. 
This would be the fifth part of the full Mantra.] 


The next letter is the Beej Mantra for “Tapini’ (the most powerful and dynamic energy of 
creation; which is represented by the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ba’ (S) pronounced as in the 
word bag, bun). 

The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Bhu’ or earth element with a long vowel 
sound appended to it. (The Sanskrit alphabet for Bhu is ‘La’ (€) with the long vowel 
sound of ‘Aa/a’/ 31T / à A’ added to it. Hence, the resultant letter is ‘Laa/La’ (ef + 3T) 
pronounced as in the word lion (laa + ion). 

The last letter stands for ‘Anil’ (the wind or the air element; and it is the Beej Mantra 
*Ya'— U). 

This forms the seventh word *Balaaya/Balaya'. 
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[The Mantra till this point is the following—' OM Namah/Namā bhagawatē 
raghunandanaya raksoghnavim$adaya madhuraprasnnavadanayamitatejase balāya ’. 
(62). 


ARTA: HIS: HOTA fears YA: | Urata VT AM eundo WWE 1163 1 


narayanatmakah kalah pranabho vidyaya yutah / 


pitaratistatha lanto yonya yuktastato natih // 63// 


fr ATT T È are Save’ (aA fe sem = m) l sue ae ‘WM’ (m) gi 
Soa SUA VI TAT 

sah ae ‘faa emm, a fH sa = fa ei fe ttt), ta OD aR tw? 
Hi wr 3TH ta CAA (V) D ues Pg Bw wp ae we ‘fas’ TTT 
art Ñ afew cr arash wee SAA.” Bt Saute” È (&3)1 

(s Hb wad Brae wala WL TARTU fads gor TAU 
fant m: ) 


63. Now, the eighth word ‘Raamaaya/Ramaya’ is being narrated. The word refers to the 
deity for whom this Mantra is meant, i.e. ‘Lord Ram’. This would be the sixth part of the 
Mantra.] 


The next letter is the Beej Mantra for *Narayan' (the Supreme Being in the form of Lord 
Ram; which is represented by the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ra’ (X) with the long vowel sound 


of ‘Aa/a’/ 3IT / à A’ added to it. This forms the letter ‘Raa/Ra’ as in the word rather. 
[Raa/Ra = X + 31T | 


The next letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Kaal’ (i.e. the factors of time and circumstances; 
the end or conclusion of creation; for which the Sanskrit alphabet is *Ma'—3T). To this is 


added the long vowel sound of ‘Aa/a’/ 31T / à A’. This forms the letter ‘Maa/Ma’ as in the 


word Ma for mother; or ‘ma’ as in the word ‘remarkable’. [A + 31T | 
The last letter is the Beej Mantra for ‘Pran’ (life-forces; which is the Sanskrit 
alphabet ‘Ya’ (3T) as in the word yearn. [This completes the eighth word *Raamaaya/Ra 


maya'. The Mantra till this point becomes— 
*OM Namah/Namo bhagawate raghunandanaya raksoghnavim$adaya 
madhuraprasnnavadanayamitatejase balaya ramaya’ | 
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[Now, the ninth word of the Mala Mantra, ie. 'Vishnave/Visnave' is being 
constructed as follows. This would be the seventh part of the full Mantra.] 


The next letter represents the Beej Mantra for ‘Vidya’ (knowledge, skills) that is 
characterized by possessing the grand virtue that is associated with *Ambhas' (the sky 
element). [In other words, knowledge is as vast, infinite, all-encompassing, eternal and 


uncorrupted as the sky element.] (It is represented by the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Va’ (d) with 


the short vowel sound of ‘ʻE’ (S / i I) prefixed to it. The resultant letter is “Vi? (d + $) 


pronounced as in the word we. 
This is followed by the Beej Mantra for ‘Peeta’ (yellow; which is the Sanskrit 


alphabet ‘Sha’ (W / sa S s) to which is added the Beej Mantra for ‘Rati’ (which is the 


Sanskrit alphabet *A-Na'— UT / na N n T). [Rati is the divine consort of the God of 


passions and ambitions, known as Kaamdeo; the word also means to remain actively 
involved in something which in the case of Lord Narayan is to take care of this creation.] 


Hence, the resultant letter is 'Shna— ¥+ UT pronounced as in the word Krishna.] 
The last letter is ‘Va’ (d) which is followed the Sanskrit vowel sound of *Ae/e* 
(V) which symbolizes the cosmic womb (known as the ‘Yoni’: yonya yuktastato). Hence, 


the complete letter becomes *Ve/Ve' (d + V) pronounced as in the word way, sway. 


[This completes the ninth word of the Mala Mantra, i.e. ‘Vishnave/Visnave’. 
Hence, the Mantra till this point becomes— 


‘OM Namah/Namō bhagawatē raghunandanāya raksoghnavim$adaya 
madhuraprasnnavadanayamitatejase balaya ramaya visņavē' | 


Finally, the word that stands for paying obeisance to the worshipped deity and bowing 
before it is *Namah-- natih’, is added to the above Mantra to imply that the worshipper is 
bowing reverentially to the transcendental Supreme Being represented by the holy word 
OM that is placed at the very beginning of this Mantra to indicate the entity to whom it is 
related. Since Lord Ram is the personified form of this Supreme Being, and since this 
worship instrument as well as the entire Upanishad is dedicated to him, it obviously 
follows that this obeisance and respect is being offered to Lord Ram by the use of the 
word ‘Namah-- natih’. 

Hence, this word ‘Namah-- natih’ relates to Lord Ram before whom the worshipper 
is bowing his head to pay his obeisance to the Supreme Lord God. (63). 

[Note—The full Mala Mantra of Lord Ram as consctructed in accordance to the guideline 

provided in verse nos. 57-63 is as follow— 


"OM Namah/Namo bhagawaté raghunandanaya raksoghnavimsadaya 
madhuraprasnnavadanayamitatejase balaya ramaya visnave namah”. 


Briefly this Mantra means ‘OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm or 
Pranav)! I bow reverentially before Lord Ram who is also known as Raghunandan (because 
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he had manifested in the clan of king Raghu of Ayodhya). He is the protector from all 
troubles and remover of all hurdles. He is of a sweet temperament; is of a cheerful 
disposition; and is an embodiment of extreme Tej (splendour, radiance, glory and 
magnificence). He is strong, powerful and valiant. He is Vishnu, the Lord of Sri (Laxmi). It is 
to Lord Vishnu as Lord Ram, and vice versa, that I bow reverentially."] 


WATS ISAT: WERT | TĀ TT TA BA GY II 


saptacatvarim$advarnagunantahsprhmanuh svayam / 


rajyabhisiktasya tasya ramasyoktakramallikhet // 64// 


‘3% FAT Wad Ware ITU WR VARTA rads sora ware ÍSUNS aH: 


? 


am 
UE we Sat wp ASI Web Či We Wu Wu sf RM Xp Ugu wet C1 aT 
ĀRA T MA Rp cur MP ue snb 4 ee MT m GI WD WII HS WISI 8 Ud 3X 
aad «TD m 21 EY Grp A WES gad gu su dp foam afer Gum Ue WD vu 
ed) (&v)1 
[Ate : Mer ma aT ara ve GET u&—&3 H gem sit Ge Te KET wy sī 
PIS GG È Su sper SK A des We Gen ve Gb gan aie u four 
area |] 


64. The final shape of the forty-seven lettered ‘Mala Mantra’ of Lord Ram is as follows: 
“OM | Namah/Namo  bhagawate  raghunandanaya  raksoghnavim$adaya 
madhuraprasnnavadanayamitatejase balaya ramaya visnave namah om". 


It pertains to Lord Ram who is crowned as the King-Emperor of Ayodhya—that is, it 
relates to the supreme Brahm, the Supreme Being, when he revealed himself as the noble 
king of Ayodhya. 

Since Lord Ram had a physical body and a visible form, he is said to be a ‘Sagun’ 
(one with certain attributes) form of the Supreme Being who is primarily *Nirguna' or 
one who is invisible, un-manifest, unqualified, without a physical body and without any 
specific attributes. The latter is the cosmic and all-pervading form of the former, and vice 
versa. 

In other words, this Mala Mantra honours the Supreme Being known as Brahm in 
his incarnation as Lord Ram. 

However, this Mala Mantra has great potential and possesses mystical powers to 
liberate the Lord's devotes from the snare created by the three Gunas (or the inherent 
qualities which are an integral part of all living beings) that are closely associated with 
Maya (the worldly delusions) which binds the creature to this artificial, mundane world 
and its material sense objects. 
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[In other words, the forty-seven lettered Mala Mantra of Lord Ram, who was no 
one else but the supreme Brahm manifested in a human form, has the mystical power of 
destroying or eliminating all the effects of the three Gunas of the Lord's devotees, 
thereby liberating them from the fetters of the Maya (delusions) that these Gunas create.] 

This forty-seven letter Mantra should be written in the petals of the lotus inside 
the diagrammatic worship instrument of Lord Ram (which is in the form of a Talisman 
Yantra or a magical-charm apparatus used for ritualistic worship of Lord Ram) as 
prescribed in verse no. 45 earlier (64). 


[Note—'The three qualities called the Gunas of the creature mentioned above are— (i) 
Sata Guna—the noble, virtuous qualities; (ii) Raja Guna—passions and worldly desires; 
(iii) Tama Guna—mean, lowly and base qualities. 

(a) The Sata Guna is the best of the three qualities present in any creature. It is a 
positive quality and is marked by a propensity for following the path of nobility, 
auspiciousness, probity, propriety, virtuousness, holiness and righteousness. Creatures 
that have a predominance of Sata Guna are inclined to do selfless service, be benevolent, 
merciful, kind and gracious, have coolness of head and a rationale and balanced mind, be 
contented, have humility and piety etc. Such creatures are devoted to good values in life 
and have a desire to acquire knowledge that would help them reach higher spiritual goals 
in life. 

This Sata Guna is marked by high standards of ethical and moral existence that 
makes the bearer of such qualities highly respected in society. Such people have a 
spiritual dimension to their personality. This quality is spiritually uplifting and gives a 
divine halo to those who posses it and practice it. 

The Vasanas that have the Sata Guna or quality dominant in them are like a veil 
covering the lamp or like a smoke covering the fire. A slight breeze will remove this 
smoke. Similarly a little bit of prayer and meditation will remove the Satwic desires; its 
removal requires the least effort. 

(b) The second quality is the Raja Guna and it makes a man more attracted to this 
material world and its charms, and less spiritually inclined. The Raja Guna is the medium 
quality marked by a greater percentage of worldly passions, desires and attachments and 
their natural offshoots in a creature. It makes a creature inclined towards the material 
things of the gross world and their enjoyments, towards creation of wealth, its 
enhancement and protection, and generally having a desire for growth, development and 
expansion etc. It covers such qualities as worldly yearnings, passions, a stormy nature, 
agitated behaviour, ambitions, selfishness, expansionist tendencies, a desire to acquire, 
retain and develop such acquisitions even to the detriment of one's long term spiritual 
welfare and even if such actions cause pain to others. All these pertain to this 
materialistic world. Such qualities give worldly fame and prosperity. If these qualities are 
judiciously mixed with the Satwic qualities, then they provide the person the better of the 
two worlds, both in terms of worldly fame as well as spiritual well being. 

The Vasanas that have the Rajsic Guna or quality dominant in them can be compared 
to dust on a mirror. In this case some dusting and rubbing is needed to clean the mirror; a 
greater effort is needed as compared to the case with Satwic quality. 

(c) The third quality is called the Tama Guna and is the meanest and the basest of the 
three Gunas. It is a demeaning quality in a creature that leads to his downfall and 
perpetual entanglement with things that are considered improper and unethical. It creates 
an inclination for committing all sorts of sins, misdeeds and demeanours. It leads the 
creature towards negativity and inspires him to acquire negative qualities such as various 
vices, evils, sins, perversions etc. It makes him inclined to be greedy, rapacious, haughty, 


arrogant, lustful, intoxicated, vile and wild to the extreme. Such a creature with a 
predominance of Tama Guna has utter disregard for propriety, noble virtues and ethics, 
for righteousness and morality. 

In brief, it is the most degrading, denigrating and contemptible of the three 
characteristics in a person, and leads to such behaviour which is utterly immoral, 
denigrating and depraved, marked by grossness, crassness and recklessness. It therefore 
leads to his downfall, ignominy and ruin as well as ignorance, delusions, gloom, inertia, 
anger, frustration etc. 

The Tamsic Guna or quality is like the embryonic membrane that covers the foetus in 
the womb. They cannot be removed easily and require great diligence, effort, persistence, 
dedication and careful handling requiring time and patience. It is the basest and the 
lowliest of the three characteristics, and the worst type to possess. 

The Vasanas that have the Tama Guna in dominance are regarded as the 'bad 
Vasanas’ or better still the ‘worst type of Vasana’ that any individual can have. 

The varying quantity and intensity of these three in any given individual would 
decide his specific character and how he is inclined to deal with the world and a given 
circumstance. The various permutations and combinations of these three qualities create a 
particular nature of an individual, giving him his individuality and his special personality 
which are unique to him; they determine his temperament, behaviour, thought process, et 
al. Two individuals having the same external form of the gross body might look very 
much alike but they vary immensely in their nature, habit, temperaments, inclinations, 
behaviour, thinking, outlook, the way they act and do their deeds, the way they tackle the 
problems of life, the level of their wisdom and intelligence, their personality and their 
general way of living. 

This 1s also the reason why it is believed that a creature has to roam in 84 Lakh 
wombs or forms of life; it is only a metaphor—it does not mean an actual and countable 
specific number of births that the creatures have to take, but only symbolise the huge 
possibilities of individual characteristics that are determined by the differing ratios of 
these three Gunas, and the immense number of individuals that exhibit these 
characteristics in this creation. 

The three Gunas that determine the individual character of the creature, that 
determine his ‘individuality’ as compared to the general character of the group to which 
that individual belongs, are like the isotopes in chemistry. The isotope refers to the 
phenomenon wherein one of two or more atoms of the same chemical element that 
contain the same number of protons but different numbers of neutrons in their nuclei and 
therefore have the same atomic number and chemical properties but different mass 
numbers and physical properties. For example, two brothers have the same genes and the 
same inheritance, but the presence of the three Gunas in different ratios between them 
changes their personality and thought processes. One may be a highly righteous man 
while the other might be just the opposite. Their parents are the same, their upbringing is 
the same, they have attended the same school and ate the same food, but there is a deep 
chasm when it comes to their character as individuals. 

Since each individual is like an independent piece of mosaic that completes the entire 
picture in conjunction with other such pieces, this individual creature's nature and 
character helps to determine the overall shape of the creation. These Gunas keep the 
creation in a state of constant change, because numerous creatures die every moment and 
new ones are born. The Supreme Being has to be constantly on the alert because of this 
flux. 

The various permutations and combinations of these three qualities create a particular 
‘nature’ of an individual giving him his individuality and his special characters which are 
unique to him; they determine his temperament, behaviour, thought process et al. Two 
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individuals having the same external form of the gross body—e.g. two men —might look 
very much alike but they vary immensely in their nature, habit, behaviour, thinking, 
outlook, action and deeds, wisdom and way of living. This is what is meant when it said 
that a creature has to roam in 84 Lakh wombs or forms of life; it is only a metaphor —it 
does not mean an actual, countable specific number that there are actually and physically 
84 Lakh types of bodies of living beings; it only symbolically refers to the huge 
possibilities that are possible with these three ‘Gunas’ and their different combinations 
that can imaginably produce a myriad variety of creation that can be created with these 
three basic qualities and their various sub classes of qualities. 

The proportion of the three Gunas decides the nature, natural temperament, 
tendencies, habits and inclination of the creatures. For example, a person with a greater 
proportion of ‘Satvic’ (noble) characteristic will be considered nobler than a man with a 
greater proportion of *Rajsic” or ‘Tamsic’ qualities. So we can say that sages, seers, 
prophets, scholars and generally enlightened persons have a high degree of ‘Satvic’ 
qualities in them; kings and householders who live a noble life are example of those with 
higher amount of ‘Rajsic’ quality in them; while sinners, killers, drunks, rowdy elements, 
cheats etc. are those people with higher ‘Tamsic’ quality in them. These Gunas have 
direct bearing on the personality of a man. 

The Naradparivrajak Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Canto 3, verse no. 77, 
says that these three Gunas are the basic Dhatus (elements) in creation. 

The Yogshikha Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, Canto 1, verse no. 116 elucidates 
how these three Gunas are like the three Granthis (knots) of the body as far as the ascetic 
is concerned. 

The Shwetashwatar Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its Canto 4, verse no. 10 
describes the relationship between Prakriti, Maya and Gunas in a very succinct manner. 

How the three Gunas affect the man’s character have been very precisely and 
expressly narrated in Shaarirako-panishad of Krishna Yajur Veda in its verse nos. 7-13. 

How the three Gunas were used by Brahm to create this world has been beautifully 
described in Paingalo-panishad, 1/7 and 2/3. Canto 2, verse no. 3 describes how Sata and 
Raja were used, while Canto 1, verse no. 7 narrates the use of Tama. 

The concept of Gunas affecting the Atma has been elaborately dealt with in 
various Upanishads, for example the Maitrayanyu Upanishad, 1/11, 2/5, 3/5, etc. of the 
Sam Veda tradition. 

"When Maya is associated with the three Gunas, it is called ‘Trigunmayi Maya'—or 
the powers of delusions that are calibrated by the influence of the above three Gunas. 

Now let us examine this concept of ‘Trigunmayi Maya’ in brief. 

Maya is a word which has two parts, Ma + Ya. The first half means a *mother; a 
progenitor; something that creates’, while the other half refers to the 'notion of doubt, of 
either this or that; the notion marked by uncertainty. The word ‘Ma’ also means ‘to 
measure, mark off, by any standard; to show, to exhibit, to display; to infer, to conclude; 
to be formed, built, made of’. Therefore, the composite word Maya refers to a situation 
which harbours or creates uncertainties, where it is uncertain whether what is said or 
understood or seen or witnessed or experienced is actually the truth or not. It is virtually 
the ‘mother of all confusions, doubts and perplexities’. It therefore refers to something or 
some situation which creates or produces perplexities, doubts and confusions, something 
that is not real; that which 1s deluding, illusionary, deceptive, mirage-like and deceitful, 
and is caused by the ignorance about its truth and reality; something that has no substance 
or pith; displays no certainty and leads to wrong inference. The term Maya is used to 
define this entire complex phenomenon at once. Hence, Maya is a synonym used for all 
that is deceptive, faulty, false, deluding, ignorance-based, illusionary, imposturing, 
deceitful, invisible and super-natural in the sense that it defies all logic and 


understanding; all that which has no reality or substance inspite of appearing to be for 
real; all that is hollow and lacks gravity though appearing to be solid and dense. It creates 
hallucinations in a creature's mind leading him to believe that what he sees is the truth. It 
is the deluding and magical powers of the supreme transcendental Lord that hides the 
reality and creates an imaginary world of deceptions and misconceptions. 

Maya is the indescribable and inconceivable cosmic dynamic power that Brahm 
employs to create delusions. 

Maya has three basic constituent qualities. Hence it is called Trigunmayi (fy), i.e. 
one which has the three Gunas or qualities. These three Gunas or qualities are— Sata, 
Raja and Tama. ‘Sata’ is the most auspicious, virtuous and noblest quality in a man and 
raises him to a high moral and spiritual pedestal. It marks predominance of righteousness 
and the highest standards of spirituals and mental evolvement leading to high thoughts, 
noble actions and righteous behaviour. ‘Raja’ is the medium quality in a person, and it is 
marked by worldly passions, desires, yearnings and greed. It makes a man more worldly 
than spiritual. ‘Tama’ is the third and most lowly of the three qualities and is used has a 
synonym for darkness and evil. Obviously, ‘Tama’ means ignorance, delusions and all 
the forces or qualities that are evil, mean, lowly, miserly, wicked and base. They pull 
down a man from high pedestal and virtually dump him in the dust yard of creation to 
rust and decay. 

These three qualities together, in various permutations and combinations, decide the 
innate nature of a man. The greater presence of ‘Sata’ makes a man nobler as compared 
to a high ratio of ‘Tama’ which makes him wicked, pervert and evil. Various proportions 
of these qualities will therefore produce innumerable varieties of creatures having 
different temperaments, thought processes, behaviours, demeanors and mental setup in 
this world. 

When a man understands any ‘Truth’ after rigorously examining the ‘truthfulness’ of 
that truth, when he has established the veracity of facts, he believes in it more firmly and 
more convincingly. No matter what other people tell him about the truth being not the 
correct or the whole truth, he would not listen to them, simply because he has verified the 
facts for himself, he has witnessed the truth himself, he has logically eliminated all 
falsehoods to deduce that what he knows is the ‘truthful Truth’. His Truth is based on 
rigid and solid foundation; he is unwavering and steady in it. If he is steadfast and 
convinced in his knowledge, no matter how much ignorance and delusions (Maya) try to 
push him away from the absolute ‘Truth’, he will remain steadfast and unwavering in it. 
There will be no doubts and confusions in his mind. 

The basic idea here is that Maya is like a transparent coloured sheet which covers the 
supreme ‘truth’ in the creation. Since it is transparent, it assumes the attributes of the 
‘truth’ that it covers, because for all practical purposes an ordinary man in unable to see 
that veil because of its transparency. But at the same time, being tinged by different 
Gunas, the view of the ‘truth’ as seen through the veil of Maya gets tainted or distorted 
consonantly. This is a simple way of understanding what is called ‘illusion and Maya vis- 
à-vis the Truth and Reality’. Maya nevertheless hides the truthfulness of the Truth, and 
instead lends its own attributes and characteristics to that Truth known as the ‘Nirgun 
Brahm’ by the Upanishads when the latter is observed through this veil, while at the 
same time assuming the glorious attributes of Brahm itself. So ignorant fools think that 
the Maya is the real thing, whereas they are actually seeing the ‘veiled truth’ as observed 
through this covering of Maya, because the actual ‘truth’ is hidden from view by this 
transparent sheet which has lend it its own colour and hue to it . As a result, that Nirgun 
appears to have some attributes, and it thereby becomes ‘Sagun’, or the one with 
attributes and characteristics, by the interference of Maya. 
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The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Canto 3, 
verse no. 2-3 describes Maya and says that it is the creator, the sustainer and the 
concluder of creation. 

The Rudra Hridaya Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 49 describes why it 
is important to overcome Maya. 

The Saraswati Rahasya Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse nos. 47-49, 
52-54, 56-57 describe what Maya actually is, how it creates this world and hides the 
‘truth’ known as consciousness, and goes on to describe the two important types of 
Shaktis or dynamic powers of Maya—one called the *Vikshep Shakti” and the other 
called the ‘Aavaran Shakti’. 

Maya has three names—viz. (a) Maha Maya—or the great powers exhibited by 
Brahm at the cosmic level. This Maya is the progenitor of all other types of Mayas which 
keep the individual creature trapped in their net. The Maha Maya is the virtual mistress of 
all the delusions and misconceptions and their attendant ignorance that keep all the 
creatures of this creation enthralled by their deceptive charm. (b) Yog Maya—this is the 
stupendous magical powers created by the union of the supreme authority. of creation 
known as Brahm, and the mystical and esoteric powers that delusions and hallucinations 
can create for the creature. (c) Maya Shakti—this is the *shakti” or power and authority 
displayed by Maya in association with Brahm from whom it acquires its stupendous 
energy and powers. 

The Sarwasaaro-panishad, verse no. 15 of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, and the 
Mantriko-panishad of the Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, verse no. 3-8, describes Maya in 
substantial detail. 

Why Maya created this world and its effect on it has been beautifully described in 
Paingalo-panishad of Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, in its Canto 1, verse no. 12. 

The stupendous powers of Maya have been called its ‘Shakti’. This concept has been 
described in Yogshikha Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, Canto 6, verse no. 48. This 
Maya is so powerful that it misleads even the Gods as stated in Panch Brahm Upanishad 
of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, in its verse no. 24. 

The Kathrudra Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, verse no. 43 describes 
how Maya was created by the Supreme Being and how it is kept under tight leash by him. 
Sage Veda Vyas' Adhyatma Ramayan, in its Lanka Kanda, canto 14, verse no.28-29 
describes the relationship between Maya and Brahm, albeit in the context of Lord Ram. 

The mysterious net of delusions that keeps the creature trapped in its snare is called 
Maya Jaal. The word ‘Maya’ briefly means delusions and ignorance, and *Jaal means a 
net, a web, a snare, a trap, a magical spell’. 

The Tejobindu Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its Canto 5, verse no. 33 
describes this Maya Jaal. 

The Tripadvibhut Maha-Naryan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 3, paragraph 
no. 16 cites a very fine illustration to explain how *Maha Maya' or the Great Delusion 
affects Brahm. 

The fact that Maya is under the overall control of Ishwar, the Lord of creation, inspite 
of being all-powerful has been emphasized in the Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad 
of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 4, paragraph no. 10.] 


zi Hals ga HUTCRUÉRGÍSRTH | Sar AGA 1 |i 


idam sarvātmakam yantram prāguktamrsisevitam / 
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sevakanam moksakaramayurarogyavardhanam // 65// 


SE AH AT JA udeg Ya è sata at Vara tam ae wu OF cat the gi 
Saal sqewp ATA emet 4 fear € an AN Foot zur Wes wm Up Wr feu i 
ZE Ha car us sm am anita F afe mure (&uji 


65. [Verse nos. 65-67 describe the greatness and effectiveness of the worship instrurment 
of Lord Ram. ] 

This Lord Ram’s Talisman Yantra or a magical charm instrument/apparatus is 
worthy of worship by all as it is a representative of all the senior and chief Gods, because 
all of them are represented by their respective Beej Mantras (literally the ‘seed or root 
letter’ that is like a unique formula specific to each God). 

[That is, by worshiping this single instrument, all the Gods are deemed to be 
worshipped along with the chief deity which is Lord Ram.] 

It has been preached and prescribed by ancient erudite sages, and worshipped (used) 
by other great sages and seers who followed their example. 

It bestows emancipation and salvation, a long life, and a healthy and disease free 
body to the spiritual seeker/aspirant (moksakaramayurarogyavardhanam) (65). 


ayo Yat p aga feats d qr AUT sem ies | 


aputranam putradam ca bahuna kimanena vai / 


prapnuvanti ksanatsamyagatra dharmadikanapi // 66// 


e Get at va wr wur BO Sel FA HEN, SU Gp Gb Gar TA U Ya aw 
ví WD TUI P. END STPRI Sa SUMMA UH, aA, Supp us Wad wp up Sa È (88) 


66. Not only this, but this Mantra bestows sons to those who don't have one (and wish to 
have a son). 

What more can be said about this Mantra than the fact that by using it a man can 
attain/accomplish everything very soon. By taking its refuge (i.e. using it as a means to 
achieve one's aims), a seeker/aspirant can successfully accomplish Dharma (acquire the 
great virtues of goodness, noble thoughts, virtuousness, auspiciousness and 
righteousness), Gyan (the virtues of wisdom, enlightenment, erudition and truthful 
knowledge about the reality), Vairagya (the virtues of renunciation, detachment and 
dispassion) and Aieshwarya (the virtues of fame, glory, renown, majesty, powers, honour 
and respect) in this world (66). 

[Note—(a) There is an Upanishad called ‘Akshamaliko-panishad’ belonging to the 

Rig Veda tradition that elucidates in great detail about the symbolism of the various 
alphabets and syllables as well as their consecration in the beads used as a prayer rosary. 
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This Upanishad is included in this author's anthology of Rig Veda Upanishads which has 
been published independently.] 


KR TAM exu | šā web Tae 1 Gg Ted wb KG 
HT ARATNI IJN TAT: Irs 


idam rahasyam paramami$varenapi durgamam / 


idam yantram samakhyatam na deyam prākrte jane // 67// iti// 


iti ramapürvatapinyupanisadi caturthopanisat //4// 


"e sre Wes we GI ae Ger fat see 4 MA umedzmel yes 4 feu wb ot 
ŠI HIS A saat sues TA ET afew (Rw) 
Adaa cr TGs Wn AAT STI 


67. This Talisman Yantra or magical instrument used for worship of Lord Ram, with its 
various esoteric seed or Beej Mantras and the mystical methods of its use, are a closely 
guarded secret (i.e. it is not accessible to a layman or an uninitiated person). Without 
proper guidance, even the most erudite and intelligent person cannot understand or use it. 

Worldly people (i.e. those who are engrossed in pursuing this materialistic world) 
are not worthy (entitled) to be instructed on its construction, use and potential powers. 
[This is because they won't believe in its potentials and mystical powers, and become 
skeptical instead. They would ridicule it as part of black-magic ritual which is devoid of 
sense. Besides it, these instruments are as dangerous as they are beneficial even as any 
student of science knows that wrong chemicals mixed in a chemistry lab might prove to 
be most hazardous, if not fatal. So, any misstep or other error committed even 
inadvertently might result in potential backfiring of the powers of the Talisman 
instruments. Instead of being of any good, they might do more harm. That is why it is 
described as a secret knowledge that 1s inaccessible to all, and should not be used without 
proper guidance.] (66). 


Thus ends Canto 4 of Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad. 
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aa- ?, T 4 
qaa 
yr at dam fafir 


Chapter-1, Canto-5 


The details of Sri Ram's worship using the instruments 


32 I MAR Pea TTU: FAA: | 
aafaa terrasse weavers a e 


om bhūtādikam šodhayeddvārapūjāmkrtvā padmadyasanasthah prasannah / 


arcavidhavasya pithadharordhvaparsvarcanam madhyapadmarcanam ca // 1// 


aa WP ZI ToT md fbr TAA À x3) sus Te vay safe at VIX Gud GT 
VĪTS us AIT IZT WI wu Sat 8) RM mia 4 quu H fea dis di 
adm (ta aM), sA TT GR uer TT) us BÍ um (SH due) H Cap Gu 
ar fart $i dts m mu oer TT A wb sms zo AT wo 8, Sur Wb N «ti (UE 
TA da Ht vest a at usb ow] wRes $0) R) 
[Az : @) sR wer ot fat .— sme xm A Ge des ante fra Kau 
qu, TS sik Aer ane À spes cb qun mp 4 fou da ura pups Ñ 
Te i| WE STI wb Yor H fou sed qup ta GI nx H3 YA so d 
ZW pr Sit suc IEM PA AY Gil R 4 ST WMT ex at oral 
er sud faem, watt qur Mad T IBM USA GLO (H3 EU VER suus 8 fF 
fa TH; V wet aT: E HG TT)! u$ Te a | esr wmm H fae 
«p ak Tat ma Ù eae at TA Gud z4 dr 4 TO Gun TTT 
A ES AR TS À pa a ca a FT mp Sd ad aR OF GHI GG Vn 
ae sid PI aad mI m fas am À cet ui SHS wu oH Segno 
"Wd WU SAW St TST Chil Gel HA CX SR at PST UH wt! (2) Vane OH 
dot at fafü .— art ota wx cfem aor wd sd ast sa WA OTT ATT Xi 
tia xf cnp wa at pT ae m feu cat wa Get wd Tet 1 (3) 
TU — (m) a Wh À N a Gau yet ae HOM Jed] Ow AT 
UM PITE IA eH, ws m fee opm ak te at gi som dhe (v? 
$1 Gg) Jat d oar aly da $ aM a TG Al MA AN Ue GAR R fm 
soar am sr 4 HAMA sik yao at SQ mud uo wr fee Cb Soe xis 
ma ‘a? $1 (1) wf d det mus qm $ un A sfr ase udi ue fart 


107 


STER wp e, Tt oe $, sud waters wr fe v sh V atst ma $1 |) WS 
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[The details of Lord Ram's worship using the ‘Yantra’ is being described in this Canto.] 


1. The worshipper should first worship the honourable deities at the gate! of the place 
where the worship instrument is kept for formal worship. In practice it means that the 
deities are offered worship at the symbolic gates marked on the four sides (north, east, 
south and west) of the Bhupur Yantra. [For the Bhupur, please refer Canto 4, verse nos. 
52-56.] 

Then he should sit comfortably with a cheerful mind in the ‘Padmaasan’ posture. 
[This is the Lotus posture of sitting while doing rituals or meditation'.] 

To begin with, the five basic elements called ‘Bhuts’ (i.e. earth, water, fire, wind 
and space), which together constitute the body of the worshipper, should be symbolically 
purified so that it is ready to worship the Lord. In terms of metaphysics, it implies the 
merger of all the five elements of Nature with the supreme Brahm from where they had 
emerged so as to establish oneness between the individual creature (i.e. the worshipper) 
and the Supreme Being who is being worshipped. [After all, the main object of worship 
of the Lord is to obtain Mukti, or spiritual liberation and deliverance of the worshipper, 
and this objective is made possible only when the five independent elements are 
thoroughly cleansed of their worldly taints that act as emcumberances for them.] This is 
called ‘Bhut Shuddhi’—literally meaning ‘cleaning of the elements”. 

Then the ‘Ram Yantra’ (worship instrument) should be conscrated and infused 
with divine mystical powers so as to activate all the dynamism inherent in the various 
Beej Mantras of various Gods representing the different forces of creation which are used 
to construct the Yantra. Thus, the worship instrument energized with dynamic mystical 
powers when properly consecrated and activated. This process is known as 'Pran 
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Pratistha"— literally meaning ‘establishing of life and injecting of vitality and mystical 
powers in the instrument'. 

This is done along with the ritual called ‘Maatrikaa Nyas”. 

It should be carefully noted that the concerned Gods should be worshipped in all 
the four sides of the seat or dais where the ‘Ram Yantra’ (instrument) is being 
worshipped—.e. in the front, behind, the sides etc. 

The eight-petal Lotus that is marked in the central part of the Yantra is also 
worshipped simultaneously. [The eight petal Lotus is described in Canto 4, verse no. 44- 
46.] (1). 

[Note—'The Dwar Pooja is to be done when a worshipper embarks upon the formal form 
of worship of the Pooja Yantra or worship instrument that is placed on the altar in the 
center of the pavilion constructed for such worship rituals. It also indicates the offering of 
worship to the deities who are invoked for the purpose of affording their protection to the 
ritual and ensuring its completion without any hindrance. This process of Gate-Worship 
called the *Dwar-Pooja' is as follows—the seeker/aspirant/worshipper should finish his 
ritualistic purification bath, wear clean clothes and garlands, and then he should silently 
and with due devotion enter the pavilion for worship of ‘Ram Yantra’ through the gate. 
There he should sip some water and keep offerings ready for worship. Then the Mantra- 
sanctified water should be symbolically poured (1.e. a few spoons should be sprinkled) on 
the gates. The horizontal lintel at the top of the gate should be made up of the *wild fig 
tree” called Gular (ficus glomerata). 

The Mantras that are to be used to invoke the blessings of these four divine entities 

are also mentioned in verse no. 3. This verse says that the name of these four deities are 
used in the fourth case of the Sanskrit grammar, and to it is then prefixed by their unique 
Beej Mantra and suffixed by the word ‘Namaha’ to signify that the worshipper is 
respectfully bowing before the concerned deity as a mark of great respect. To make the 
Mantra complete, give it proper sanctity and infuse divine powers in it, the Beej Mantra 
for Brahm, which is OM, is prefixed to the Mantra. It is to be noted that the Beej Mantra 
of any God is made by using the first alphabet of the concerned God's name, and adding 
a ‘dot’ on its top. This ‘dot’ in the Sanskrit language is equivalent to the sound *m' as in 
mum, or sometimes also pronounced as ‘n’ followed by a silent ‘g’ as in rung. 

The Beej Mantra thus formed of these four deites are the following—for Vighesh it is 

‘Vim’, for Durga it is ‘Dum’, for Vaani (representing Goddess Saraswati) it is ‘Vam’, and 
for Kehatrapaal it is ‘Ksham’. When the the Beej Mantra ‘OM’ standing for Brahm is 
added as a prefix to these unique Beej Mantras of these four deities, and then to it is 
added their names, followed by the word for submission and bowing, which is Namaha, 
we have the following four Mantras— 

(i) For Lord Vignesh it is ‘om vim vighnaya namah’ which means ‘Salutations to 

the supreme Brahm (or OM Salutations)! I bow most reverentially before Lord Vignesh 
and seek his blessings.’ 

(ii) For Kshetrapaal it is ‘om ksham ksetrpalaya namah’ which means ‘Salutations 

to the supreme Brahm (or OM Salutations)! I bow most reverentially before the 
Kshetrapaal and seek his blessings.’ 

(iii) For Goddess Durga it is ‘om dum durgaya namah’ which means ‘Salutations 
to the supreme Brahm (or OM Salutations)! I bow most reverentially before Goddess 
Durga and seek her blessings.’ 

And (iv) for Vaani it is ‘om vam vanyai namah’ which means ‘Salutations to the 
supreme Brahm (or OM Salutations)! I bow most reverentially before Vaani (as a 
personification or revelation of Goddess Saraswati), and seek its blessings.’ 


These four Mantras are used to worship and invoke the blessings of their respective 
deities in the following manner—Lord Vignesh (Ganesh) is worshipped on the right side 
of the gate and the Kshetrapaals on the left of the gate. On the top of the gate, i.e. in the 
lintel, Goddesses Durga and Saraswati are worshipped with their respective Mantras. 

The holy river Ganges should be worshipped next to Lord Vighna in the right side of 
the gate, while the river Yamuna should be worshipped next to the Kshetrapaal in the east 
side of the gate with flowers and water offerings. 

Then on the steps of the gate or on the threshold, the weapons should be worshipped 
with the Mantra ‘astraya phat’. [Astra = weapon; Phat = one that pierces, ruptures, tears 
apart. ] 

The process should be repeated on all the four gates/doorways of the pavilion. 

It ought to be noted carefully here that these ‘gates’ provide access to the altar where 
the worship Yantra is placed. 

"The posture for sitting in the Padmasan (literally, like a lotus; the word Padma 
means a lotus) is described in the Trishikhi Brahmin Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda 
tradition, in its Canto 2, verse no. 39. To sit cross-legged so that the upper part of the feet 
(i.e. the opposite side of the sole) along with the toes of one leg is placed on the thigh of 
the opposite leg (i.e. left toes on the right thigh, and right toes on the left thigh), is called 
Padmasan. [The soles would be pointing outwards while resting on the thighs and the 
body would be held erect—i.e. the spine, neck and head would be in a straight line. The 
hands, with palms facing upwards and resting one on the top of the other, are placed on 
the folded legs in front of and below the navel. The chin is drawn in and held tightly near 
the base of the Adam’s apple at the pit of the throat. This sitting posture is said to 
dispel/ameliorate all diseases and counter or antidote all poisons. That is, this sitting 
posture is very beneficial for the body] 

According to the Yog Kundalini Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its Canto 1, 
verse no. 5, the Padmasan is basically to sit in an erect position, cross-legged, so that the 
sole of one foot rests, facing upwards, on the thigh of the opposite leg. This posture of 
meditation helps one to overcome all sins and their evil effects. 

?The Bhut Suddhi is the formal purification of the five Bhuts (the fundamental 
elements in creation). It essentially consists of imagining that the body consists of the 
five basic elements, viz. earth, water, fire/energy, air/wind, and space/sky, and then first 
merging them all, one by one, into one single entity, and finally into super consciousness 
which is synonymous with the supreme transcendental Brahm. This process purifies the 
body as it does away with its grossness and transforms it into an entity that assumes 
subtlety associated with the pure consciousness. 

The process is as follows—(a) Imagine that the body from the toe to the knees consist 
of the ‘earth element’, is square in shape, has the mark of the Vajra (goad), and is yellow 
in colour. It is marked by the seed/root syllable or Beej Mantra ‘lam’. (b) The part of the 
body from the knees to the navel consist of the ‘water’ element, is shaped like a crescent 
moon, has the mark of the lotus, and is white coloured. It is marked by the seed/root 
syllable or Beej Mantra ‘vam’. (c) The part of the body from the navel till the throat 
(Adam's apple) consists of the ‘fire’ element which is triangular in shape, has the sign of 
‘Swastika’ (O), and is red coloured. It is marked by the seed/root syllable or Beej Mantra 
*rum'. (e) The part of the body from the throat till the root of the nose and the middle of 
the eyebrows consists of the ‘wind’ element, is hexagonal in shape, dark in colour, and 
has 6 dots outlining the six points of the hexagon. It is marked by the seed/root syllable or 
Beej Mantra ‘yam’. (f) The part of the body from the root of the nose to the centre of the 
skull is the ‘space/sky’ element, is circular in shape, its colour is grey like smoke/fog, and 
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it is marked by a flag/standard. The seed/root syllable or Beej Mantra ‘ham’ is marked in 
it. 

All these five elements should be merged with one another in a sequential form, 
beginning from the earth at the bottom of the body and going right up to the cranium 
where the sky element is located. In other words, the earth is made to submerge its self 
into the water element, the water into the fire element, the fire into the wind element, the 
wind into the sky or space element, and finally the sky/space element is freed from its 
confinement inside the skull to assume its original form as the vast, infinite, measureless 
and endless cosmos called the Prakriti or Nature in its macrocosmic dimensions. This 
Nature is without any specific attributes and is all-pervading and all-encompassing. 

This Prakriti is also known as Maya which is the delusion-creating powers of Brahm, 
the supreme Consciousness. So, in the final step of purification, it is obligatory to remove 
this Maya altogether as it is the primary cause of the erroneous notion that the pure 
consciousness that is the true 'self of all living beings 1s the gross body consisting of 
elements of varying degrees of grossness, and that this body lives in a world which also 
consists of elements in varying degrees of grossness. Therefore, truthful cleansing would 
be a thorough rinsing of the inner-self so that all forms of delusions and misconception 
are removed. 

When both the Maya (delusions and their attendant misconceptions and 

hallucinations) and the Prakriti (a person's natural habits, inclinations and temperaments) 
are eliminated, the worshipper is freed from all of their tainting affects. This results in his 
ability to relate himself with his truthful and immaculate form as the ‘pure consciousness’ 
rather than the gross body as well as the gross world consisting of the five elements in 
their varying degrees of grossness. In other words, the *self of the individual merges 
with the ‘cosmic Self? or the cosmic Consciousness of creation known as Brahm. This is 
complete cleansing of the worshipper as it is only possible when all Maya and its 
negative affects are done away with. Mere physical washing of the gross body by taking 
ritualistic baths in rivers that are visibly polluted or by any other means can never truly 
clean the soul sufficiently enough so that it is prepared to receive the guest-of-honour in 
the form of Brahm, the Supreme Being! 
In this way, the seeker/aspirant/worshipper should meditate for some time and imagine 
that he has merged himself, i.e. his Atma or soul, with the supreme Soul called the 
Parmatma so as to become inseparable from the latter. This Parmatma is no one but the 
cosmic Consciousness known as the supreme Brahm. 

Then, after recovering from deep concentration and meditative trance, he should 
imagine that his body is being recreated from that supreme Brahm by following the 
reverse sequence of events. This newly created body will have been purged in a symbolic 
way of all the sins and faults which were present in the worshipper's earlier body. 
Theoretically, it is like taking a new birth with a detoxified and purified body. The 
worshipper becomes a different person from his earlier self, and he then becomes eligible 
to worship Lord Ram using the divine Ram Yantra. The reverse sequence of events is as 
follows—the supreme soul—the world/Maya—space/sky—wind/fire—water—earth. 
Hence, the body has been purged and catheterized of all earlier impurities, and has now 
become worthy to worship the Lord who is immaculate, holy and divine. 

The all-pervading, omniscient, omnipotent, attribute-less, almighty, all-encompassing 
and auspicious supreme Soul is present as the seeker's or worshipper's Atma in his own 
body. This process is deemed to be the best way for the symbolic purification of body 
that is needed to offer worship to the Supreme Being who cannot be approached with a 
polluted and dirty self. 

The importance to thoroughly cleanse oneself before approaching the Lord is simple 
to understand even in the modern context—can anyone ever imagine that he would 


110 


present himself in the royal court of a king, or in the front of the president of a sovereign 
country while he is dirty, stinking, shabbily dressed and in a general unkempt condition? 

Another way of doing Bhut Shuddhi is as follows—The worshipper meditates upon 
his subtle heart as being in the form of a blooming lotus flower which has attained its 
maturity be being nourished and aided by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’ representing Pranav 
or the supreme Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness. 

Dharma (the virtues of righteousness, probity, propriety and nobility) is its 
metaphoric root, and Gyan (truthful knowledge, wisdom, erudition, sagactity and 
enlightenment) is its stem. Vairagya (the grand virtue of renunciation and dispassion 
towards this material world and its charms) is its symbolic thallus. 

The eight petals of this divine Lotus are represented by the eight Siddhis or mystical 
achievements that bestow the worshipper with supernatural powers. [These eight Siddhis 
are Anima, Garima, Praapti, Laghima, Mahima, Parakramaya, Ishwatya and Vashitwa. 
Refer note of verse no. 8 of Canto 4.] 

The Atma or soul (the pure consciousness) dwells in the center of this divine Lotus. 
This Atma is self-illuminated and incandescent. It effuses a glorious light like the 
filament of the lighted lamp. Meditating and contemplating upon the Atma in the 
aforesaid manner, the spiritual aspirant should pull up the Pran, the vital winds and the 
life consciousness, from the lower ends of the body, up through the Sushmuna Naadi (the 
central nerve passing through the spinal cord) and upto the point of the Brahm randhra, 
which is a hair-like slit on the skull (cranium). At this point of time, the worshipper 
experiences supreme ecstasy and bliss that are the hallmark of Brahm. He feels oneness 
with the supreme Consciousness. He then realises the truth of the statement ‘So-a-ham’— 
‘that essence is I/me’. 

This is the method of Yoga whereby a union between the individual and the cosmic 
Consciousness is established by eliminating the grossness of the various Bhuts that come 
in the way of this union. It is, in other words, cleansing of the soul from the tainting 
affects of the various Bhuts. 

The worshipper visualizes that all the accumulated sins and misdeeds of all his 
previous lives have assumed the form of a Purush or a man with a gross body. Killing of 
a Brahmin is the head of this imaginary man, stealing of gold or anything else are his two 
arms, drinking wine and getting intoxicated is his heart, having extra-marital affairs, 
especially with his teacher’s wife, is this man’s hips and genitals, association with all 
sorts of sins and misdemeanors are his two legs, and all the rest of the sins and misdeeds, 
small and big, are like the hairs on the body of this man who is sin personified. This 
imaginary man has red coloured eyes, beard and hair. The complexion of his body is dark 
or black. He holds a sword and a shield in his hands. 

The worshipper should imagine that such a fearful man who is an image of 
horrendous sins is present inside his own body in the right side of his abdomen. By 
employing various techniques of Yoga, such as doing Pranayam (breath control 
exercises) complete with its three phases of Kumbhak, Rechak and Purak aided by 
meditating upon the Beej Mantras of the wind element (which is ‘Yam/Yang’), he should 
imagine that this sinful image of the man is being dehydrated with the internal heat 
generated by Yoga, and gradually becomes emaciated, dried and withered. 

Then this dried-up body of the sinful man should be burnt and reduced to ashes by 
meditating upon the fire element and symbolically igniting it by using its Beej Mantra— 
which is ‘Raam or Rung’. 

Then the aspirant must imagine that the ash formed from the burnt-out body of the 
erst-while sinful man who was present inside him has been ejected out of his present 
body through the navel. 
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Then the aspirant should wash himself with clean water to clean the present body 
after the earlier corrupt body has been symbolically cremated and got rid of in the manner 
described above. This bathing is symbolically done by invoking and meditating upon the 
Beej Mantra ‘Vam/Vang’ for the water element. 

In other words, after having performed the last rites of his ancestral body which was 
a personification of all his past sins, the spiritual aspirant takes a dip in the water to clean 
himself. This dipping is done not physically but in a symbolic manner by meditating 
upon the Beej Mantra of the water element. 

When this symbolic bathing by taking a dip in the holy river or any other water body 
is complete, he steps back on the dry ground. In other words, he re-emerges in this world 
with a purified and sanctified body which is rid of all his past sins. This cleansed body is 
now ready to worship the Supreme Lord. From the metahphysical perspective, the 
cleaned worshipper is like a Hans—the Swan who lives in a lake or a pond which may be 
dirty but which does not affect the Swan which remains eternally clean so much so that it 
can pick up clean water from the polluted water in which it might be forced to live due to 
circumstances beyond its control. The Swan is also believed to be so wise and choosy 
that it can pick up pearls in an assortment of gems, and drink pure milk leaving behind 
adulterants added to it. 

^The process of Pran Pratistha (consecration) means assigning the *Ram Yantra' 
with divine mystical powers and infusing it with life, energy, dynamism and potentials. 
Once accomplished successfully, the Yantra does not remain merely a diagram or 
geometrical matrix but assumes mysterious powers that help the worshipper to 
accomplish stupendous feats that would be normally impossible. It is like the numerous 
instruments or apparatuses in modern science, medicine and engineering that has helped 
man to perform astounding tasks and achieve magical feats that would be impossible to 
accomplish without the help of these aids. 

The ‘Pran Pratishtha’ involves an elaborate ritual using complicated religious process 
using various Mantras etc. The worshipper should place his hands on the Ram Yantra or 
the idol of the Lord and pronounce specified Mantras for the purpose while imagining 
that the Yantra or the idol is being infused or injected with dynamism, energy and 
vitality, and thereby becoming alive and activated. It is similar to the case of switching on 
the electric current to make the electrical gadget activated and perform astounding tasks. 
Elaborate machines and computers would fail to deliver if not properly circuited and 
powered by the electric current. Even a minor fault would bring it to a grinding halt. The 
case with the Yantra is exactly the same—even a slight deviation from the prescribed 
method would render it useless, and it 1s this carelessness that has made them useless in 
modern times. Since their effectiveness depends on a host of spiritual requirements along 
with diligent and careful invocation of complicated Mantras which a man is not able to 
comply with today, he ridicules these Yantras as being a part of black-magic or sorcery 
rituals. 

‘The word ‘Maatrikaa’ literally means ‘the little mothers”, and they represent the 
cosmic Shakti or the dynamic but subtle powers of the diety to which a given Mantra 
pertains. This Shakti of the deity is present in its Beej Mantra. It is like the case of each 
element of the Periodic Table having its umique atomic number, and each atom having a 
particular number of elecrons. The word ‘Nyas’ means ‘to establish, to place, to 
empower, to repose, to entrust”. 

Hence, Maatrika Nyas is to empower the Bhupur Yantra as well as the worshipper's 
own body with divine Shakti that is inherent in the various Beej Mantras of various Gods 
and Goddesses that are used in the construction of the worship instrument. 
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The Maatrika Nyas is to establish the mystical powers and dynamic energy of the 
various Gods and Goddesses by invoking their Shakti that is inherent in the Beej Mantras 
dedicated to them. 

Since the cosmic energy and dynamism of the supreme Brahm is said to be revealed 
in the form of ‘Shakti’ conceptualized in a female form, the phrase ‘Maatrikaa Nyas’ 
therefore refers to the posting of the stupendous powers and dynamic energy of the 
supreme Brahm on the Bhupur Yantra so as to activate it and make it energized and 
empowered with the same Shakti, the same dynamism, energy, vitality, strength and 
powers of the supreme Brahm, that are delegated to the various Gods by the Supreme 
Being.] 
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2. Having completed the worship of the deities present at the Gate, the worshipper should 
now enter the pavilion and worship the chief priest or his Guru (moral preceptor) with the 
firm belief that the latter represents the chief deity to whom the worship is to be offered. 
[This chief deity in the present case is Lord Ram.] 

The chief priest or Guru is seated in the front of and below the raised platform or the 
altar where the worship Yantra for Lord Ram is placed. The worshipper should keep his 
attention focused on Lord Ram while he worships the priest or Guru. He should imagine 
that the Lord is sitting on an elegant gem-studded high throne which has a soft silken 
seat. 

Then he should visualize that the throne of Lord Ram is supported from the bottom 
by the following four divine powers to whom the worshipper offers his oblations and 
worship—viz. (i) Shakti (the personified form of the cosmic energy and dynamism of the 
Supreme Being that is responsible for sustenance of this world), (ii) Kurma (the 
legendary Tortoise which held the Mandrachal Mountain and the earth on its back to 
prevent them from sinking into the nether world during the legendary churning of the 
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ocean by the Gods and the Demons), (iii) Naag (the legendary serpent called the Seshnath 
who is said to hold the earth on its hood), and (iv) Prithivi (earth) itself personified as a 
divine Goddess holding a blue Lotus (2). 
[Note—'The Shakti is to be worshipped in the form of a Goddess. She holds two lotus 
flowers in her two hands. 

Lord Kurma is present on the shoulder or head of this Shakti. He is of a blue 
complexion. 

Lord Seshnath is present on the back of Kurma (Tortoise) which is like a celestial 
rock. His body is like a white Lily flower. 

Seshnath holds the Mother Earth on his hood. She is in the form of a Goddess whose 
complexion is dark like catechu tree (Xanthocymus epictorius). She holds a blue lotus 
flower in her hands, and the surging blue ocean with its pulsating waves is like the 
beautiful waist-band around her hips. 

In the center of this Earth is a gem-encrusted island upon which there is a jewel- 
studded throne. 

This is how the throne of Lord Ram is supported from below. 

The Mantras that are used for worship are the following— 

(i) Mantra for the Goddess Shakti, which supports the creation and acts as the 
fundamental energy and strength which lends vitality and validity to it, is—‘adhara Sakti 
namah'. It means *I bow reverentially to Goddess Shakti who is the base that forms the 
foundation that holds aloft everything in this creation.” 

(ii) Mantra for the legendary tortoise called Kurma, which is a manifestation of Lord 
Vishnu to support the earth as well as the Mountain called Mandrachal which began to 
sink into the nether world at the time of the churning of the ocean, is—*kūrmāya 
namah'. It means ‘I bow reverentially to Lord Kurma.’ 

(iii) Mantra for the legendary serpent called Sheshnath, who supports the earth on its 
hoods and upon whose coiled body Lord Vishnu rests in the celestial ocean of milk called 
the Kshir Sagar, is—'$esaya namah’. It means ‘I bow reverentially to Lord Seshnath.’ 

And (iv) the Mantra for Goddess Earth who holds the divine Lotus held in her hands 
is 'kamalaya namah'. It means *I bow reverentially to Goddess who holds the Kamal or 
Lotus.'] 
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3. Vighna (Lord Ganesh who is invoked to remove all hurdles and help in successful 
completion of the worship as well as accomplishment of desired results), Durga (the 
Mother Goddess), Kshetrapals (the custodians of the various areas of the world) and 
Vaani (the faculty of speech personified as Goddess Saraswati)—these four divine 
entities should be worshipped at the four corners of the Ram Yantra platform (i.e. at the 
door-steps that lead up to the main platform) by invoking their respective names in the 
fourth case of Sanskrit grammar, and then prefixed by their respective Beej Mantras and 
suffixed by the word Namaha for bowing before them as a token of respect and 
submission’. 

The next step is to worship a personified form of the four great rewards that are 
expected to be gained or great achievements that are attained by a worshiper by 
successfully completing the formal process of worship of the Yantra and its chief deity 
which in this case is Lord Ram. [This is a symbolic way of reminding the worshipper or 
educating him about the great benefits that await him for his efforts and diligence.] This 
worship is done at the four legs or pedestals located at the four corners of the platform or 
dais where the worship Yantra of Lord Ram is installed. These four corners are the the 
south-east, south-west, north-west and north-east corners. 

The four great achievements or rewards and the leg or pedestal where they are 
symbolically honoured are the following—(a) Dharma (i.e. access to the virtues of 
righteousness, noble thought and conduct, goodness, propriety, probity) is worshipped at 
the leg or pedestal that lies in the south-east corner of the platform, (b) Artha (i.e. 
prosperity, wealth, material well-being) is worshipped at the leg or pedestal that lies in 
the south-west corner, (c) Kaam (i.e. fulfillment of all desires, wishes, yearnings and 
worldly expectations that satisfy one's passions for this world) is worshipped at the leg or 
pedestal that lies in the north-west corner, and (d) Moksha (i.e. liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation) is worshipped at the leg or pedestal that lies in the north-east 
corner of the platform”. 

Similarly, the ‘opposites of the above four fruits’ (like the Christ and the anti- 
Christ) are worshipped in the four sides— (a) anti-Dharma or ‘Adharma’ is worshipped 
in the eastern direction, (b) anti-Artha or ‘Anartha’ is worshipped in the southern 
direction, (c) anti-Kaam or *Akaam' is worshipped in the western direction, and (d) anti- 
Moksha or *Amoksha' is worshipped in the northern direction? (3). 

[Note—'The Mantras, how they are constructed, and their basic meaning have been 
described in detail in note no. 1 of verse no. 1 of this Canto 5. The four Mantras are as 
follows—(a) Lord Vighna on the right side by the Mantra ‘om vim vighnaya namah’, 
(b) Kshetrapals on the left with the Mantra ‘om Ksam Ksetrapalaya nama”, (c) 
Durga on the linten or top of the doorway by the Mantra ‘om dum durgaya namah’, 
and (d) Vaani by the side of Durga with the Mantra ‘om vam vanyai namah’. 


"These four—Dharma, Artha, Kaam and Moksha—are called the great fruits or 
rewards symbolic of a successful life. They are represented by the bull, the lion, the ghost 
and the elephant respectively. Their colours are respectively red, black, yellow and blue. 
These should be imagined as being the shape of the four legs or pedestals of the platform. 
The symbolism is very obvious here—the sincere worship of the supreme Lord Ram 
bestows the aspirant with all these glories along with the majesty and magnificence that 
are naturally associated with them. 

As in the previous case, the ritual of worshipping would involve the invocation of the 
respective Mantras of these four rewards which are imagined in the form of personified 
deities. Following the general guidance laid out for construction of any deity's Mantra, 
the four Mantras of these four rewards would be as follows— 

(i) ‘om dham dharmaya namah’ (meaning—OM salutations (or salutations to the 
supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to Dharma and request the latter to bless me 
with its characteristic glories and virtues.’ 

(ii) ‘om am arthaya namah’ (meaning—OM salutations (or salutations 
to the supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to Artha and request the 
latter to bless me with its characteristic glories and virtues.’ 

(iii) ‘om kam kamaya namah’ (meaning—OM salutations (or salutations to the 
supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to Kaam and request the latter to bless me with 
its characteristic glories and virtues.’ 

And (iv) om mom moksaya namah’ (meaning—OM salutations (or salutations to 
the supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to Moksha and request the latter to bless 
me with its characteristic glories and virtues.” 

These four great rewards are visualized as four Kalpa Trees which are the ever-green 
trees of heaven that can give any kind of fruits wished by the worshipper. 

"The opposite factors to those mentioned above are also worshipped or shown due 
respect so as to ensure that their patron-Gods are kept in good humour, and they do not 
create unnecessary mischief for the aspirant. It is often seen that evil ones create 
unwarranted troubles if their extortionist demands are not met. This is the reason why 
‘Adharma’ which is the opposite of the virtues of Dharma and which implies un- 
righteousness, improper conduct, ignoble thoughts and reproachable behaviour etc., 
‘Anartha’ which is the opposite of Artha and means adversities, ruin and misfortunes, 
*Akaam” which is the opposite of Kaam and implies failures, frustrations and non- 
fulfillment of one’s desires, and ‘Amoksha’ which is the opposite of Moksha and 
indicates remaining bonded or shackled to this material world and the gross body, and an 
inability to find freedom from their seemingly unbreakable fetters. 

Like the above Mantras for positive virtues, the ones for these negative and opposing 
virtues will also be constructed on the same basic principle as follows— 

(i) ‘om a-dham a-dharmaya namah’ (meaning—OM salutations (or salutations to 
the supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to A-dharma and request the latter to bless 
me and be kind towards me so as not to cause hindrance in my successfully acquiring the 
virtues defined as Dharma.’ 

(ii) ‘om a-am a-arthaya namah’ (meaning—OM salutations (or salutations to the 
supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to An-artha and request the latter to bless me 
and be kind towards me so as not to cause hindrance in my success and good fortunes.’ 

(iii) ‘om a-kam a-kamaya namah’ (meaning—OM salutations (or salutations to 
the supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to A-kaama and request the latter to bless 
me and be kind towards me so as not to cause hindrance in my successfully 
accomplishing my objectives." 


116 


117 


And (iv) 'om a-mom a-moksaya namah' (meaning—OM salutations (or 
salutations to the supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to A-moksha and request the 
latter to bless me and be kind towards me so as not to cause hindrance in my spiritual 
liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation." | 
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4. The process of worship of the ‘Ram Yantra’ should be commenced with the lotus at 
the centre (i.e. the circular figure in the center of the Bhupur Ram Yantra). 

To begin with, in the central part of the instrument, the Sun, the Moon and the 
Fire or Agni must be worshipped using their seed/root syllables or Beej Mantras as is 
done traditionally by wise and erudite worshippers’. 

The three consecutive circular rings that are drawn around the lotus petals in the 
Bhupur Yantra are to be worshipped as symbolic forms of the three qualities of Sata, Raja 
and Tama that encircle the creature and the rest of the creation from all sides, and it is of 
paramount importance for the worshipper to break free from their fetters so as to find 
Moksha (which is the best form of the four great rewards mentioned in verse no. 3 
above) (4). 

[Note— The Mantras for the worship of these three deities, 1.e. the Sun, the Moon and 
the Fire, would be as follows— 

(i) ‘om sam suryaya namah’ (meaning—OM salutations (or salutations to the 

supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to the Sun God and request the latter to bless 
me with its characteristic glories and virtues.” 

(ii) ‘om cam chandraya namah’ (meaning—OM salutations (or salutations to the 

supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to the Moon God and request the latter to bless 
me with its characteristic glories and virtues.” 

(iii) ‘om am agnaya namah’ (meaning—OM salutations (or salutations to the 

supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to the Fire God and request the latter to bless 
me with its characteristic glories and virtues.” 
^A brief description of these three Gunas is given in verse no. 2 of Canto 2 of this 
Upanishad. Their respective Mantras for worship are as follows— 

(i) For Sata Guna it is ‘om sam sattvaya namah'. It briefly means ‘OM salutations 
(or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to the Sata Guna, and 
request the latter to bless me with its characteristic glories and virtues.’ 
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(ii) For Raja Guna it is ‘om ram rajase namah’. It briefly means ‘OM salutations 
(or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to the Raja Guna, and 
request the latter to be kind on me.” 

(iii) For Tama Guna it is ‘om tam tamase namah’. It briefly means ‘OM 
salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! I bow most respectfully to the Tama 
Guna, and request the latter to kindly leave me alone or excuse me.'] 
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5. After that, the following eight divine entities are worshipped in their personified form 
in a symbolic manner on the eight petals of the central 8-petalled lotus of the Bhupur 
Yantra. 

First, the petals on the four angles or corners and their relevant deities are 
worshipped and honoured, followed by those in the four cardinal points or directions. The 
worshipping is done in a clockwise manner, starting first with the petals that point to the 
four corners or angles, followed by those petals that point to the four directions. 

Thus, we have the following course of worship— 

(A) Worship of the lotus petals in the four corners—(i) Atma or soul which is 
pure consciousness and the true ‘self’ of the worshipper is honoured and worshipped on 
the lotus petal pointing towards the south-east corner; (ii) Antar-atma or the worshipper’s 
inner-self and his sub-conscious is honoured and worshipped on the lotus petal pointing 
towards the south-west corner; (iii) Parmatma or the supreme Soul of creation, also 
known as Supreme Being, is honoured and worshipped on the lotus petal pointing 
towards the north-west corner; and (iv) Gyan-Atma or that aspect of the supreme 
Consciousness that is eternally wise and enlightened, which never comes under the 
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influence of delusions and ignorance, honoured and worshipped on the lotus petal 
pointing towards the north-east corner". 

(B) Worship of the lotus petals in the four directions—(1) The ‘Maya-tattwa’—is 
the basic elements that characterize and define Maya, or the numerous delusions, 
misconceptions and entanglements that exist in this creation and are fostered by 
ignorance. It is honoured and worshipped on the lotus petal pointing towards the eastern 
direction. Maya is honoured because it is one of the primary elements that acted as a root 
from which this creation unfolded. (ii) The ‘Vidya-tattwa’—is the fundamental 
principles, basic doctrines and essential virtues of wisdom, knowledge, erudition, 
sagacity, learning and enlightenment etc. that can help one to overcome Maya and 
Agyan, or lack of knowledge which leads to all sorts of delusions. This *Vidya tattwa', 
which is obviously worthy of adoration and worship, is duly honoured and worshipped on 
the lotus petal pointing towards the southern direction. (iii) The ‘Kalaa-tattwa’—it is the 
essential qualities in all the living beings that determine their individual personality and 
character; also meaning the various art, skill, craft etc. that exist in creation, as well as 
the basic fact that the world is ever-changing and no two things or instances are alike. 
This wonderful uniqueness in creation is honoured and worshipped on the lotus petal 
pointing towards the western direction. And, (iv) the ‘Para-tattwa’—which is the 
supreme, absolute, essential, constant and universal Truth and Reality of creation that 
refers to Brahm, the universal Consciousness that is at the center of creation. Without this 
*Consciousness', the whole creation has no meaning and existence. This factor is 
honoured and worshipped on the lotus petal pointing towards the northern dirction? (5). 

[Note—'Their respective Mantras are—(i) om ātmanē namah meaning ‘OM 
Salutations to the Atma before which I bow most reverentially’; 

(ii) om antarātmē namah meaning ‘OM Salutations to the Antar-atma before 
which I bow most reverentially’; 

(iii) om parmatmane namah meaning ‘OM Salutations to the Parmatma before 
whom I bow most reverentially’; and 

(iv) om jfianatmane namah meaning ‘OM Salutations to the Atma which is an 
embodiment of the virtues of Gyan—i.e. which is wise, enlightened, knowledgeable and 
learned. I bow most reverentially before it’. 

"Their respective Mantras are—(i) om māyātattva namah meaning ‘OM 
Salutations! I bow before the fundamental delusions called Maya (that is created by 
Brahm)’; 

(ii) om vidyatattva namah meaning ‘OM Salutations! I bow before the grand 
virtues of wisdom, knowledge and enlightenment which are collectively called Vidya’; 

(iii) om kalatattva namah meaning ‘OM Salutations! I bow before the various 
skills, arts and crafts that exist in creation as well as the magical nature of this creation to 
change every moment’; and 

(iv) om paratattvaya namah meaning ‘OM Salutations! I bow before the supreme 
Tattwa or the great Principal and Authority of creation (which is the supreme 
transcendental Brahm)’. It is called ‘Para Tattwa’ as it transcends all known definitions 
and criterions, and is beyond comprehension and grasp of knowledge; it is the epicenter 
and progenitor of all essential Tattwas in creation. 

As is the case with all the entities to which worship is being offered in this Yantra, 
the above eight are also honoured in a symbolic manner. | 
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6. The next step in the process of worship involves the honouring of and offering of 
worship to the various Shaktis such as Vimla etc.' [These ‘Shaktis’ are the various divine 
cosmic dynamic powers of the Supreme Being that have revealed themselves in the form 
of various Goddesses who are actually personifications of the various forces of Nature.] 
Then the chief deity to whom worship is to be offered and for whom this Bhupur 
Yantra is meant and dedicated to is invited, honoured and worshipped’. In the present 
case this deity is obviously Lord Ram. The whole divine body of the chief deity, which is 
Lord Ram in this case, is washed with clean sanctified water in a symbolic manner by 
sprinkling water on the Yantra as well as on the various parts of the worshipper's body 
itself. [This gesture implies that the Lord is invited to take his seat on the formal worship 
instrument as well as on the body of the devotee. This is done to make the worshipper 
enlightened about the fact that he is no longer an ordinary man but an honoured one who 
has sanctified himself by accepting the supreme Lord and inviting him to be enshrined in 
his own body. In other words, this gesture is intended to tell him that the shrine of the 
Lord is no where in the outside world but in his own body. The Lord is to be honoured 
and worshipped inside his own self and no where else—in fact, this is what is meant by 
the Maha Vakya (the great saying of the Vedas) ‘So-a-ham’—i.e. that essence, that 
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Supreme Being is none but me or I’. This eclectic realisation is the culumination of all 
spiritual endeavorus and the truest form of Mukti when one is freed from the fetters of 
ignorance and its accompanying delusions.] 

After that, the various Lokpals and Dikpals such as Dhristi etc.^ are worshipped 

along with their weapons* (6). 
[Note— The Shaktis in the form of Goddesses are as follows—Vimlaa, Utkarshini, 
Gyaanaa, Kriyaa, Yogaa, Prahavi, Satyaa, Ishaanaa and Anugrahaa. They are present in 
the tendril of the lotus having eight petals that is worshipped here. They are established in 
a posture of granting various boons and bestowing fearlessness to the devotee who 
worships them. 
"The full Mantra with which Lord Ram is to be invoked and worshipped is 
given in Canto 4, verse no. 63:— 

*OM Namah/Namo bhagawate raghunandanaya 
raksoghnavim$adaya madhuraprasnnavadanayamitatejase balaya 
ramaya visnave namah om'. 

?The various Digpals are the great and senior custodians of creation, the word ‘Dig’ 

implying ‘great and senior’, while the Lokpals are the different caretakers of the various 
realms of the physical world and are junior to the Digpals. 
The eight Lokpals are like the knights under a great King who in the present case is Lord 
Ram. They carry out the orders of the Lord in the physical world at a more mundane level 
of creation. These eight Lokpals are the following— Dhristi, Jayant [36], Vijai, 
Suraashtra, Raastravardhan, Akop, Dharmpaal and Sumantra. See earlier Canto 4, verse 
nos. 36-37. 

The various Digpals are the divine forces of creation in a personified form of various 
Gods who are assigned the task of taking care of the entire creation. They are the 
following—(i) Indra, (ii) Agni, (iii) Yam, (iv) Niriti or Nairitya, (v) Varun, (vi) Anil, (vii) 
Kuber, (viii) Ishan, (1x) Brahma and (x) Anant. Refer Canto 4, verse no. 38 for details. 

^The arms and armaments are— Vajra of Indra, energy of fire, baton of Yam, sword 
of Niriti, sling of Varun, goad of Anil, mace of Kuber, trident of Shiva, lotus of Brahma, 
and discus of Anant. See earlier Canto 4, verse no. 39.] 
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7. After that, the aspirant should worship Raghav (Lord Ram) along with the great sages 
such as Vashistha etc.', and chief monkeys such as Nal etc.” who are attending the Lord 
(or, who are standing near the Lord). 

The worship should be accompanied by the offering of sandalwood and other 

items which are considered best and auspicious for being offered to the Lord. 

Then the aspirant should offer or surrender the rewards of all his Japa (i.e. the 

repetition of the holy Mantra) to Lord Ram? (7). 
[Note— The name of the chief sages are as follows—Vashistha, Vamdeo, Jabali, 
Gautam, Bhardwaj, Vishwamitra, Valmiki, Narad, Sanak, Sanandan, Sanatan and Sanat 
Kumar. See Canto 4, verse no. 39. 

"The chief monkeys who accompanied the Lord back from Lanka after his victory 
over the demon king Ravana are the following—Nal, Neel, Sushen, Maind, Sharabh, 
Dwivid, Dhanad, Gawaksha, Kirit, Kundal, Srivatsa, Kaustav, Shankh (conch), Chakra 
(discus), Gada (mace) and Padma (lotus). See Canto 4, verse no. 39. 

?The Mantra pronounced while offering the rewards of doing Japa to Lord Ram is 
the following:-- ‘ guhyadmuhyasya goptattvam grhāņasmatkrtam japam; 
siddhibharvatu me dēva tvatprasadatkrpanidhe. ° [Oh Lord! I have been 
continuously repeating your holy name and as its reward have come to realise the eclectic 
secrets about you. I am offering all the efforts to you and request you to bless me with 
divine mystical powers and success in my spiritual endeavours.'] 


According to some experts, the Mantra is as follows— 
*evam bhütam jagadadharbhütam ramam bande sacchidanandarepam, 
gadārisamkhābjadharam bhavarim sa yo dhyayenmoksapnoti sarvah’. 
“I offer my respects and worship to Lord Ram who is the very basis and 
foundation of all the Bhuts or living beings in this creation. The Lord is an 
embodiment of truthfulness, consciousness and blissfulness. He holds a 
mace, a lotus, a conch and a discus. By meditating and contemplating upon 
this divine vision of the Lord (as Vishnu) one can find Moksha or spiritual 
liberation and deliverance, salvation and emancipation." 


This Mantra is narrated in the verse no. 8 that follows herein below.] 
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evambhütam jagadadharabhütam ramam vande saccidanandarüpam / 


gadarisankhabjadharam bhavārim sa yo dhyayenmoksamapnoti sarvah // 8// 
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8. The aspirant should meditate upon Lord Ram as follows—‘He who is of such a 
glorious and elegant majesty as well as of magnificent fame and divinity, who is the very 
cause and the foundation of the world (i.e. the world rests on and survives because of 
him), who is an image of supreme and eternal bliss, who holds a mace, a discus, a conch 
and a lotus in his lotus-like hands, who is the destroyer of the shackles tying the creature 
to this mundane, deluding, artificial and entrapping world consisting of an endless cycle 
of birth and death— I revere him, adore him, honour him, and pay my sincerest obeisance 
to such a great Lord known as ‘Ram’.’ 

Those who say this with commitment of mind and heart, and meditate and 
contemplate upon Lord Ram in the manner outlined in this Upanishad are sure to find 
Moksha or spiritual liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation for themselves in 
this world (8). 
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9. At the time of winding up his worldly activities (i.e. at the time of his departure from 
the earth), Raghav (Lord Ram)—who pervades in the whole world as an omnipresent 
Soul (or the universal Atma)—simply vanished from sight. [That is, Lord Ram had not 
‘died’ in the conventional sense by leaving behind any remains of his gross form (body) 
when he finally decided to leave this world. He did not ‘die’ as the word is generally 
understood to mean in relation with the death of a human being, for the Lord literally 
melted away or dissolved in the air at the site of his departure just like a simmering 
mirage vanishes from sight in a desert. ] 

Lord Ram’s arms (weapons) in the form of the conch, the discus, the mace and 
the lotus too vanished along with him. [These four things always accompany Lord 
Vishnu in whatever form or wherever he is. They also accompanied the Lord in his 
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incarnation as Lord Ram. So when the latter left this world it is obvious that these 
inseparable companions of Vishnu would also leave with him.] 

The Lord reverted back to his original natural form as the attribute-less, supreme, 
almighty, all-encompassing, all-pervading, infinite, imperishable, absolute and eternal 
Lord (known as Vishnu or the Viraat Purush). Accompanied by his cosmic Shakti or 
dynamic powers personified as Sita (who was an incarnation of Goddess Rama or Laxmi, 
the divine consort of Vishnu), Lord Ram entered his divine abode in the heaven. 

Those who were close to him during his sojourn on this earth—the citizens, kith 
and kin, brothers, subjects, family members, Vibhishan, Sugriv etc.—all of them also 
went to his abode along with him (9). 

[Note—The way Lord Ram made his final departure from the world along with his 
subjects have been graphically depicted in Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas in its Uttar 
Kand, Canto 9. An English version of this Ramayan has been published separately by this 
humble author. | 
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10. His (Lord Ram's) devotees, by the bessing of the Lord, obtain whatever they wish to 
have, attain success in whatever they do, and are blessed with full accomplishment of 
objectives and fulfillment of desires in all their endeavours. They not only enjoy the fruits 
of their acquisitions or the rewards of their efforts in this world while they are alive, but 
upon death they attain the supreme stature called ‘Param Pad’—+.e. they reach the highest 
abode and obtain the most exalted state which is equivalent to or synonymous with the 
supreme Lord himself. 

In other words, the Lord's ardent and sincere devotees are able to enjoy the best 
of the two worlds—while they are alive in this material world they are able to enjoy the 
best of things and the greatest of fame and majesty that this world has to offer, and when 
they die they find Mukti or liberation and deliveration from the fetters of this material 
world and find Moksha or emancipation and salvation for their souls. This means they 
will not have to take a birth or die again in this world which normally keeps a creature 
entangled in its net. They live a happy and contented life on earth, and obtain permanent 
peace and rest upon death. 

Those who read these hymns, which bestow all the desired wishes as well as give 
fulfillment and prosperity, purify their inner-self and consequentially obtain deliverance 
from this entrapping world; they get liberation from the horrors of birth and death; they 
are bestowed with emancipation and salvation for their souls. Indeed, they find Mukti and 
Moksha. Amen! (10). 


This Upanishad enlightens about the cosmic and all-inclusive form of Lord Ram, also 
known as 'Sita-Ram', who is the eternal, the all-pervading and the truthful Lord of 
creation. He is indeed all-knowing and consciousness personified; he is the best amongst 
all the thirteen chief gods who are represented by their Beej Mantras in this Upanishad. It 
is he who is present himself in all the three divisions or levels of this creation, such as the 
heaven, the earth and the lower world, or the past, the present and the future. 

The Jiva (the living being) is also a form of Lord Ram in its essential form—1.e. at 
the basic level, the Jiva and the Lord are one and the same entity known as the pure 
conscious Atma (soul). [The word ‘Ram’ is a synonym for the Jiva, the living being, 
because both refer to the ‘pure consciousness’. | 

As such, all the sixteen Kalaas or virtues and characters present in the Jiva are but 
a reflection of their original form in Lord Ram (or in other words, the Kalaas of the Jiva 
are a manifestation of similar Kalaas of Lord Ram). 

The eleven forms of ‘Bhut’, i.e. Lord Shiva, are also a manifestation of Lord 
Ram. 

The Lord is also revealed in the form of the five primary ‘elements’ into which 
the whole creation finally reverts to, or from which elements the creation has come into 
existence, such as the sky, the air, the water, the fire and the earth. He is also the one who 
is present in these primary forms in all the three divisions of creation known as the Bhu, 
the Bhuvaha and the Swaha; or in the form of the Parmatma (Supreme Being), the 
Prakriti (Nature) and the Jiva (living being). This is essentially what this Ram Purva 
Tapini Upanishad says. 
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Thus ends Canto 5 of Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad 
Santi Patha /enfaurg 
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om bhadram karnébhih srnuyama dévah bhadram pasyémaksabhiryajatrah / 
sthirairangaistustuvārnsastanūbhirvyašēma dévahitam yadayuh // 

svasti na indro vrddhasravah svasti nah püsa visvavédah / 

svasti nastarksyo aristanemih svasti no brhaspatirdadhatu // 


om Santih! šāntih!! Santih!!! 


Brahm Stotra, 3, Mahanirvana Tantra 


‘Thou art the Dread of the dreadful, the Terror of the terrible, the Refuge of all beings, 
the Purifier of all purifiers. Thou art the Controller of those in high places, the Supreme 
over the supreme, the Protector of the protectors’. 
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An Anthology 


UPANISHADS DEDICATED TO LORD RAM 


And THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 


[Original Text, Roman Transliteration, Verse-by-Verse Hindi & English Rendering, 
Notes & Explanations.] 


CHAPTER 2 


Atharva Veda's 


Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad 


The ‘Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad' is in the form of a dialogue between sage 
Yagyavalkya and some sages led by Brishapati, Bharadwaj and Atri. It has six Cantos. Its 
major part is in the form of prose as it is a dialogue. The subjects covered in this 
Upanishad are the following— 

Cantos 1 and 4 describe the spiritual and metaphysical importance of the 
* Avimukta Kshetra'—the site that provides spiritual Mukti (liberation and deliverance) to 
the soul of a creature. Two sites have been this honour—one is in the terrestrial world in 
the city of Kashi or Varanasi located on the banks of river Ganges, and the other is in the 
body of the spiritual aspirant itself. The latter location is in the forehead, between the two 
eyebrows and situated at the root of the nose. These facts are narrated in Canto 4 in 
detail. While Canto no. 1 is revealed as a dialogue between Yagyawalkya and sage 
Bharadwaj, Canto no. 4 is in the form of a dialogue between Yagyawalkya and sage Atri. 

Canto 2 narrates the metaphysical importance of the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’ and its 
similarity to the Tarak Mantra of Lord Ram. The eclectic and spiritually empowered 
"Tarak Mantra’ of Lord Ram is compared with and treated as being a synonym of the 
Pranav mantra OM that relates to the supreme transcendental Brahm. This Tarak Mantra 
is powerful and potent enough to give the creature his final Moksha (emancipation and 
salvation) by ensuring that he crosses this vast ocean-like world of a continuous cycle of 
birth and death and their attendant miseries and torments in which he had been trapped 
for generations. This Canto is revealed as an answer that sage Yagyawalkya gave to sage 
Bharadwaj when the latter wished to know about the Tarak Mantra. 
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Canto 3 is an exposition on the four divine Paads or aspects of the supreme 
transcendental Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness, by way of description of the four states 
in which the consciousness exists in this world—viz. the Jagrat or waking state, Swapna 
or dreaming state, Sushupta or deep sleep state, and Turiya or the state that transcends the 
the Sushupta state. Another interesting aspect of this Canto is that it asserts that Lord 
Ram and his brothers Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan are none but the four letters or 
aspects of the ethereal Mantra OM manifested in their forms. Then it goes on to assert 
that Sita, the consort of Lord Ram, is a manifestation of Mother Nature known as the 
primordial Prakriti. This Canto is an extension of the discourse Yagyawalkya was giving 
to Bharadwaj. 

Canto 5 lists the forty-seven great Mantras of Lord Ram which have the potentials 
of ensuring a man's all-round spiritual welfare. They were taught by Lord Ram to the 
creator Brahma, and were revealed for the benefit of sage Bharadwaj by sage 
Yagyawalkya. 

Finally, Canto 6 winds up this Upanishad by highlighting the immense spiritual 
benefits of pursuing it diligently and honestly. Once again, this Canto is an extension of 
the question-answer session between sages Yagyawalkya and Bharadwaj. This Canto 
lauds the stupendous spiritual powers and greatness of the Mantras of Lord Ram which 
are described as being superior to and far more powerful than any other Mantra dedicated 
to any other deity. 

This Upanishad supplements and compliments two other major Upanishads 
dedicated to Lord Ram—viz. the Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad and the Ram Rahasya 
Upanishad. Both are included in this volume. 
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svasti na indro vrddhasravah svasti nah püsa visvavédah / 

svasti nastarksyo aristanemih svasti no brhaspatirdadhatu // 
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om Santih! šāntih!! Santih!!! 


(The meaning of this Mantra is given in the beginning of Chapter no. 1 of 
this book). 
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[This Canto describes the spiritual and metaphysical importance of Kashi, also known as 
Varanasi, which is an ancient city in India and is supposed to possess mystical powers 
that provide Mukti, or liberation and deliverance to those who die here. The reason is that 
Lord Shiva utters the divine name of Lord Ram in the ears of the dying man or woman. 
This fact is cited in our present Upanishad to bring to the fore the stupendous spiritual 
powers and prowess of the divine name and Mantras of Lord Ram, and to show that the 
Lord is none but the Supreme Being himself personified. One can imagine the astounding 
spiritual fruits that he can reap for himself if he uses the Lord’s various Mantras to do 
Japa (repetition) and Dhyan (meditation and contemplation) when merely hearing the 
Lord’s name being uttered into one’s ears at the time of death can provide liberation and 
deliverance from this world and its endless cycle of birth and death along with their 
attendant horrors. | 


1. OM salutations! Brishaspati (the moral preceptor or the Guru of Gods) asked sage 
Yagyawalkya—'Oh Brahmin! Which is the holy site that dwarfs Kurukshetra in its 
holiness, divinity and sanctity? Which is the place chosen even by the Gods to worship 
their seniors? Which is the abode for the creatures seeking deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation?" 

Yagyawalkya replied— Certainly Kashi, also known as the city of Varanasi, is 
called the ‘Avimukta Tirtha’’. It is the holy site which is the first and foremost place for 
doing noble, religious and righteous deeds—i.e. it is the ‘Kurukshetra’ for spiritual 
aspirants desirous of Mukti, or spiritual liberation and deliverance. [The word 
‘Kurukshetra’ has two parts—‘Kuru’ means to ‘do’, and ‘Kshetra’ means an area or 
realm. Hence, the Kurushetra is the area or place where one must do deeds in order to 
obtain one's desired objectives or fulfill one's dreams. In the spiritual field, this doing of 
deeds in order to realise one's objectives is to do auspicious and righteous deeds so that 
Mukti or liberation and deliverance is obtained from the endless cycle of birth and death 
in which the creature is trapped from time immemorial and countless generations of 
previous births. It is not that doing of good deeds elsewhere would not bear sweet fruits, 
but only that here the results are quicker as the spiritual soil, so to say, is more fertile at 
this place.] 

It is the place of worship selected even by the Gods to honour the Supreme Being. 
It is the location where the creature can attain oneness with the Parmatma (the supreme 
transcendental Soul, or the Lord God of creation) more easily and with the least effort. 
Hence, one should treat this place called ‘Kashi’ as the real Kurukshetra no matter to 
which religious or pilgrim site he goes. 

It is in this place where Lord Shiva (Rudra) preaches the dying creature about the 
‘Tarak Brahm”. This nectar-like advice makes the creature immortal and helps in his 
final liberation form all fetters and deliverance from this mundane world. It is this advice 
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of Lord Shiva about the Tarak Brahm that bestows upon the dying creature once in a life- 
time and the final chance to obtain emancipation and salvation. 

Hence, one should attempt to take up a residence in Kashi and have faith in its 
ability to provide Mukti. One should never abandon it. This is the truth'. Sage 
Yagyawalkya thus explained this to Brishaspati (1). 

[Note—'The word Avimukta literally means *that which is not free; that which is bound 

or shackled'. Here the word means that place or that entity that has the potential to set 
free those who are shackled by providing them liberation and deliverance from their 
bondage. It has many connotations such as—(a) The holy pilgrimage site of Kashi or 
Varanasi, a city of northern India where Lord Shiva is said to reside eternally on this 
earth and provide this liberation and deliverance to the soul of a dying man by uttering 
the Tarak Mantra in his ears. This is being referred to in our present Ram Uttar Tapini 
Upanishad. (b) Another site is Kurushetra where the legendary Mahabharat war was 
fought. (c) According to Yoga philosophy, this site is located at two places corresponding 
to the holy sites mentioned above—one is the area around the ears, and the other is 
central point between the two eyebrows. (d) The Brahm-randhra which is the top central 
point of the head is also said to be the abode of Brahm. It is the Avimukta area because 
when the ascetic is able to concentrate his attention on this citadel, he achieves supreme 
bliss and peace. According to Yoga, when the vital energy of Kundalini is aroused, it 
snakes up the spine and enters this area, thereby immense bliss to the aspirant. 

This concept has been elaborately described in the following Upanishads—(1) Shukla 
Yajur Veda's Advai Tarak Upanishad, verse no. 3; Tarsar Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 
l. 

^Tarak Mantra— The word 'Tarak' means ‘that which gives liberation and 
deliverance’; and ‘Mantra’ of course means ‘a spiritual formula that enbles the aspirant to 
achieve success in his desired spiritual goal’. Hence, the Tarak Mantra is that Mantra 
which empowers the spiritual aspirant to find liberation and deliverance from this 
mudanne world of birth and death along with its associated horrors. 

The Tarak Mantra is therefore a group of esoteric, ethereal and holy syllables, words 
or phrases having mystical powers and divine potentials that can achieve miraculous 
results for the adherent as they have the authority to bestow special spiritual abilities on 
the creature and help in his liberation and deliverance, his emancipation and salvation. 
The word ‘Tarak’ means an entity that takes one across some formidable obstacle that 
seems otherwise insurmountable and unconquerable. It is a medium by which all hurdles 
and impediments in one’s path that prevent one from attaining his spiritual goal are 
overcome easily. It is therefore an instrument that provides spiritual liberation and 
deliverance to the seeker, one that gives emancipation and salvation to the creature’s 
soul, a vehicle that can take a creature across the ocean of endless miseries and pains 
from which he is suffering in this world and from which he sincerily wishes to find 
freedom. 

The word Tarak means to cause or enable to pass or cross over, to carry over, one 
that rescues, provides relief and succour, one that can provide liberation and deliverance 
to the creature from any bondage. Further, the word Tarak also refers to the ‘eye of 
wisdom that liberates one from the darkness of ignorance and delusions’, and it has 
relevance here because meditation leads to the opening of the inner ‘eye’ of insight that 
leads to self realisation and enlightenment. ‘Tarak’ also means a meter of 4 x 13 
syllables; hence it refers also to the various Mantras used for the purpose of meditation. 

The Tarak Mantra is that which provides final deliverance to the soul of the spiritual 
seeker or aspirant. It is said in the Upanishads that the Mantras pertaining to Lord Ram 
are called the Tarak Mantra because it is on the strength of this Mantra that a dying man 


gets permanent liberation and deliverance from the shackle of this body as well as the 
world and its cycle of birth and death. Lord Ram is none other than the supreme 
transcendental Brahm himself personified. This fact is reiterated in Ram Uttar Tapini 
Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 4/4. 

Hence, the Mantra of Lord Ram is also known as the Tarak Mantra—refer: Ram 
Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 1; Canto 4, verse no. 7; and Canto 6, verse 
nos. 1-29. 

The Tarak Mantra of Lord Ram is ‘Raam/Raan(g) Raamaaya Namaha'—refer: (i) 
Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad, Canto 7, paragraph no. 22; (ii) Ram Rahasya 
Upanishad, verse no. 16. 

This holy Tarak Mantra of Lord Ram is regarded as being equivalent to the Tarak 
Mantra of Brahm, viz. ‘OM’—refer: Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 2. 

There are various Upanishads dealing with this aspect of meditation and spiritual 
deliverance—such as Advai Tarak Upanishad and Tarak/Tarsar Upanishad of the Shukla 
Yajur Veda tradition. These Upanishads describe ‘Tarak Brahm’ in all its finer 
connotations. 

Some of the important Upanishads that are dedicated to this concept of Tarak are the 
following— Tarak/Tarsar Upanishad; Advaitarak, verse nos. 3, 7-11; Ram Purva Tapini 
Upanishad, Canto 4, verse nos. 1-12; Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 1-2 (full); 
Canto 4, verse nos. 7-8; Canto 5, verse nos. 4/1-47; Canto 6, verse nos. 1-29; Ram 
Rahasya Upanishad, Cantos 2-3 and 5 (full); the Atharva-shikha, 2/1; Atharvashir, 
Kandika (Canto) 4; Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad, Canto 1, verse nos. 15-16; 
Naradparivrajak Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 8 which is fully devoted to this 
theme; Bhasma Jabal Upanishad, Canto 2, paragraph nos. 4 and 18 (Shiva's Tarak 
Mantra); Dattatreya Upanishad, section 1, verse nos. 1-3, section 2-3; Tripadvibhut Maha 
Narayan Upanishad, Canto 7, paragraph no. 22 (Tarak Mantra of Lord Ram). 

Lord Shiva advises the creature about the supreme truth and absolute reality in 
creation. He enlightens the creature about the supreme, transcendental, eternal, absolute 
and the only Truth in this creation, called Brahm, which incidentally is the cosmic 
Consciousness as well as the ultimate destination of the soul of the creature where the 
latter would find eternal rest, peace and tranquility. 

Lord Shiva enlightens the creature that his true identity is the Atma, the pure 
consciousness, which is eternal, imperishable, incorrupt and pure, and which is 
synonymous with the supreme Brahm as the latter is nothing but the cosmic form of the 
same Consciousness. The creature is made aware of the fact that his ‘true self? is not the 
gross body that is dying and that would be cremated in the fire, but it is the Atma that 
never dies as it is eternal and imperishable. Therefore, the creature is made to feel 
reassured that there is nothing to fear from death. 

Shiva preaches the creature about the divine Mantra of Lord Ram as has been 
prescribed in this Upanishad that ensures his deliverance from the fetters of this mundane 
and ensnaring world. This is because the Mantras of Lord Ram have the stupendous 
mystical powers, the potential, the strength, the valour and the dynamism that they can 
actually break the shackle by which the wary creature had been forcefully tied, 
unwillingly and secretly, to the gross body and bonded to the gross world. To cite a 
simple illustration, the divine Mantras of Lord Ram are like powerful rays of laser or 
powerful bursts of electrons or currents of high voltage electricity that can perform 
miraculous tasks unheard of or unimagined. 

Besides this, Lord Ram is Brahm personified, and his four-letter name ‘Ram’ is 
equivalent to OM, which is the Mantra for Brahm, in its spiritual strength and 
metaphysical importance. It is significant to note that out of all the countless Mantras and 
Beej Mantras enumerated in various Upanishads and other scriptures, the name of Lord 
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Ram and his Beej Mantra ‘Raam’ are the only ones that are honoured with the title of 
*Tarak Mantra'—i.e. the Mantra that can provide liberation, deliverance, salvation and 
emancipation to the creature. Though OM is directly related to the supreme 
transcendental Brahm, it is ‘Ram/ Ram (pronounced as ‘Raam’ and ‘Raan(g)’ 
resepectively’, the Beej Mantra and the name of Lord Ram which is called the ‘Tarak 
Mantra’. When OM is used before it, it is used as a salutation and a sign of showing 
respect to the main deity—which is ‘Ram/ Ram’. Thus, the Mantra becomes “om Ram”. 
Again, these Upanishads also elucidate and expound upon the fact that there is no 
difference at all between Brahm and Ram. Hence, what Lord Shiva preaches to the dying 
man at Kashi by way of Lord Ram’s Mantra is essentially the truth about Brahm and his 
own self which is the pure Consciousness. 

With this enlightenment, the creature finds peace of mind and contentedness in heart. 
This preaching leads to his realisation about his eternal and truthful form as the Atma that 
is eternal and imperishable, and this realisation helps in the creature’s liberation from 
numerous delusions that had trapped his soul to the material attractions of the world and 
the pleasures of the gross body. This eclectic realisation of the truthful nature of the Atma 
and his own ‘self’? provides the dying man immense peace of mind and a sense of 
fulfillment. He is able to break free from the fetters that shackle him to the vicious and 
endless cycle of birth and death. It gives his tormented soul its final rest and bliss. 

There is another twist to this concept of treating Kashi as the place that provides 
Mukti. When a man lives here, he watches endless corpses being brought in for 
cremation. He observes that the rich and the poor, the well-connected and powerful as 
well as the down-trodden and the humblest—all meet the same fate. He sees the mighty 
and the high lying on the same stack of wood to be cremated as the pauper and the 
beggar. He further notices that the towering fortunes and worldly acquisitions of a man 
are all left behind and nothing accompanies him to the funeral pyre. If a man is wise and 
thoughtful enough, these observations would make him ponder about the reality of this 
world, the utility of pursuing this material world, the transient and impermanent nature of 
the world as well as the body, the numerous inconsistencies that exist in this life, and to 
search for something that has an eternal value that would give him real peace and 
happiness. At this stage he comes in contact with the wisdom enshrined in the 
Upanishads. But he might not have the time or the intellectual capital to understand their 
profound philosophies, so he takes to the recourse provided by Lord Shiva himself—and 
it is to take the shelter of Lord Ram and repeat his powerful Mantras just like a diseased 
man takes the best medicine diligently to get rid of his disease. If this medicine is 
provided by an expert doctor, what more can he wish and expect. Lord Shiva is the wisest 
amongst the Gods, and when he himself advises this remedy for a creature’s spiritual ills, 
a wise man would not bat an eyelid before grasping this golden opportunity with both 
hands, so to say, and find permanent peace and happiness of his soul. 

According to the Atharva Veda’s Dattatreya Upanishad, section 1, verse nos. 1-3, 
the *Tarak' is that aspect of the Brahm, the Supreme Being, that bestows Mukti (spiritual 
liberation and deliverance; emancipation and salvation) to the seeker. Therefore, Brahm 
is called *Datta'—'one who gives’ Mukti. And the Mantra for this aspect of Brahm is 
‘Hansa’. 

The Tarak Mantra for Brahm, according to the Dattatreya Upanishad, section 1, 
verse no. 3 is Daa Hansa. To guote—*When Brahma (the creator) meditated and realised 
the divine form of Narayan, i.e. when he became Brahm-realised and enlightened about 
the Truth, he exclaimed—'Daa Hansa’. That is, the Lord who gives (‘Daa’ standing for 
one who gives) is none but ‘Hansa’ (literally a divine Swan but implying the supreme 
transcendental Brahm who is the Supreme Being for whom this epithet is used). [This 
phrase ‘Daa Hansa’ may also mean ‘the Supreme Being who gives life and consciousness 
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to the world lives in the form of the Jiva, the creature, as his true self known as the Atma 
or the soul .] 

The Beej Mantra of this ‘Hansa’ qualified as ‘Daa/Da’ is ‘Dam’. Hence, ‘Dam’ is 
the one-lettered Mantra of the Supreme Being known as Narayan as well as the Hansa. 

[That is, the Beej Mantra or the seed monosyllabic divine letter related to the 
Supreme Being, who ‘gives’ and resides in the individual creature as his ‘Atma’, is ‘Daa/ 
Da’.] 

This Beej Mantra ‘Dam’ is the Tarak Mantra of the Supreme Being known as Hans. 

One should meditate upon it. It gives freedom from having to reside in a mother’s 
womb and undergoing its accompanying horrors again. [That is, it frees the worshipper 
from having to take a birth again. | [3].” 

The Atharva Veda’s Atharvashir Upanishad, Kandika 4, and Naradparivrajak 
Upanishad, Canto 8 describes that OM is the Tarak Mantra as follows—‘Sage Narad 
asked the supreme creator Brahma—‘Oh Lord! Which is the Mantra that can help the 
creature to cross over or find freedom from the endless cycle of birth and death? I have 
humbly come to seek this knowledge from you, so please be kind to enlighten me on the 
subject.’ [Refer Canto 5, verse nos. 20, 26; Canto 7, verse no. 11.] 

Brahma replied—‘So be it. I shall tell you about it. Oh son Narad, this Mantra known 
as Tarak Mantra is OM. [The word ‘Tarak’ means an instrument that provides spiritual 
liberation and deliverance, one that gives emancipation and salvation to the creature’s 
soul, a vehicle that takes across, a vehicle that can take a creature across the ocean of 
endless miseries and pains from which he is suffering in this world. The Tarak Mantra is 
a group of esoteric, ethereal and holy syllables, words or phrases having mystical powers 
and divine potentials that can achieve miraculous results for the adherent as they have the 
authority to bestow special spiritual abilities on the creature and help in his liberation and 
deliverance, his emancipation and salvation.The Mantra that has this potential is called 
the Tarak Mantra. ] 

OM is a personification of Brahm (i.e. it represents the supreme transcendental 
Divinity in its most subtle and sublime form). Hence, a wise spiritual aspirant must 
meditate and contemplate upon OM both as a ‘Vyasthi’ as well as a ‘Samasthi’. [Briefly, 
the word ‘Vyasthi’ means to treat an entity in isolation, individuality, single entity, and 
the word ‘Samasthi’ means totality, aggregate of things, all-inclusive. Therefore, OM is 
to be treated as standing for Brahm in all its manifestations—both at the micro level of 
creation as well as at the macro level of creation. It is to treat OM as an individual Mantra 
representing Brahm (‘Vyasthi’) as well as the vehicle for realising that universal cosmic 
Divinity that is all-pervading and all-including (‘Samasthi’).” 

Refer also to Narad Parivrajak Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 20, 26, and Canto 7, 
verse no. 110 which also endorse this view. ] 


Thus ends Canto 1 of Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad. 
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Chapter-2, Canto-2 
The importance of ‘OM’ & Sri Ram's ‘Tarak Mantra’ 


aT Wh: 9779.—His representative word is OM (Patanjali Yog Sutra, 1/27). 

TI gg aw MITI-The repetition of this OM and meditating on its meaning is 
equivalent to doing the same for the Supreme Being (1/28). 

‘Ishwar is the Atma as seen and/or grasped by the mind. His highest name is OM. So 
repeat it, meditate on it and think of all its wonderful nature and attributes. Repeating 

the OM continually is the only true worship. It is not a word, it is God himself — 
Swami Vivekanand (The Complete Works of Sw. Vivekanand, 9 vols, 7/62). 

Let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee (Psalms, 5/11). 

For out heart shall rejoice in him because we have trusted in his holy name (Psalms, 
33/21).] 


The Lord is His name (Jeremiah, 33/2; Isaiah, 48/2; Amos, 4/13). 

I will praise thy name, o Lord, for it is good (Psalms, 54/6). 

Magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together (Psalms, 34/3). 

Let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee (Psalms, 5/1 1). 

For out heart shall rejoice in him because we have trusted in his holy name (Psalms, 
33/21). 


314 a SWISS TS Umen fe ae fe arcadia 
Teas UCI ue AGA HO Yaa AKTU AT SERT GU 
SAT: GTC SIMA di 20i 


atha hainam bharadvajah papraccha yajnavalkyam kim tarakam kim tarayatiti / 
sahovaca yajfiavalkyastarakam dirghanalam bindupürvakam dirghanalam punarmayam 
nama$candraya namo bhadraya nama ityetadbrahmatmikah saccidanandakhya 


ityupasitavyam // 1 // 
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[In this Canto, sage Yagyawalkya explains to sage Bharadwaj the importance of the 
ethereal Mantra ‘OM’ and its similarity to the Tarak Mantra of Lord Ram.] 


1. Sage Bharadwaj asked sage Yagyawalkya—‘Oh Lord! Who is the ‘Tarak’—or which 
is the entity that provides liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation to the 
creature, or in other words, delivers the soul of the creature from this mundane, deluding 
and entrapping world, and gives the former freedom from all future transmigration? 

And, who is the one who benefits from this benevolence—or, who gets the benefit 
of this deliverance, liberation, emancipation and salvation?* 

To answer this question, the famous sage Yagyawalkya replied—' The Tarak 
Mantra (i.e. a group of letters or syllables or words infused with divine mystical powers 
and charged with dynamic spiritual energy that enables them to acquire the magical 
potential to deliver the soul of the creature from this deluding and entrapping world, and 
provide it with emancipation and salvation once and for all) is as follows— 

"The Sanskrit alphabet *Ra' standing for *Anal” or the fire element, with the sign of the 


second vowel *Aa/ A' (31T / à A) added to it (indicating its extended reach, energy, 


€ 


potentials, powers and majesty), and with a ‘dot’ (called an Anuswar o ") on its top 
(standing for its supremacy over all other Mantras), i.e. the monosyllabic word ‘Ram’, is 
the first word of the divine holy Mantra of Lord Ram. It is also called the ‘Beej Mantra’ 
of Lord Ram. [Refer Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 2, verse nos. 1-2.] 

The second word consists of three parts—viz, ‘Ra’, followed by the word ‘maya’, 
and then ‘namah’. 

Hence, the full ‘Tarak Mantra’ becomes ‘ram ramaya namah’. [Refer 
Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad, Canto 7, paragraph no. 22; Ram Rashasya 
Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 16.] 

Besides this, the two other Mantras under this category of Tarak Mantra are the 
following—‘ram candraya namah’, and ‘ram bhadraya namah’. [Refer [Tripadvibhut 
Maha Narayan Upanishad, Canto 7, paragraph no. 26; and Ram Rahasya Upanishad, 
Canto 2, verse no. 25.] 

These three Mantras are respectively representative or symbolic of OM, Tattwa and 
Brahm. 

[In other words, the first Tarak Mantra ‘ram ramaya namah' is equivalent to OM; 
the second Tarak Mantra ‘ram candraya namah’ is equivalent to Tattwa; and the third 
Tarak Mantra ‘ram bhadraya namah’ is equivalent to Brahm. 

It ought to be noted here that all these three terms, i.e. OM, Tattwa and Brahm, 
essentially refer to the same eclectic entity that is the absolute Truth and Reality of 
creation, and it is the supreme transcendental Consciousness known by different names. 

‘OM’ is the Beej Mantra or the root or seed monosyllabic word referring to Pranav, 
which in turn is synonymous with the primary Authority and cosmic Consciousness 
known as Brahm that is responsible for the entire creation coming into being, its 
maintenance and its conclusion. OM stands for the most sublime and primary form of 
energy that was responsible for initiating the process of creation, and which is still 
reverberating in the ether in the form of cosmic background sound. The entire creation is 
regarded as being a revelation of OM. 
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The word *Tattwa' means basic or fundamental aspect of anything. Since Truth is the 
fundamental reality in any given situation, and in the spiritual sphere it is known as 
Consciousness revealed as the Atma at the microcosmic level of creation and as Brahm at 
the macrocosmic level, the word obviously refers to them. It also refers to the basic 
elements in whose form the universal Consciousness has revealed or expressed itself in 
order to give effect to the shaping of this vast and multifarious creation. 

Finally, Brahm is the universal Supreme Being, the one whose Beej Mantra is OM 
and who is the Tattwa referred to above.] 

These three Mantras have symbolically manifested in the form of the three virtues of 
‘Sat, Chitta and Anand’ respectively. In other words, these Mantras symbolize the three 
great virtues of creation—viz. ‘Sat’ meaning truthfulness, ‘Chit’ meaning consciousness 
and awareness as well as the sub-conscious, and ‘Anand’ meaning the ecstasy and bliss, 
the exhilaration and happiness that accompanies the realisation of the truth of the ‘self as 
being consciousness in all its glory and magnificence. 

This is the way one should interpret them, have trust and firm conviction in them, 
and worship, revere, honour and adore them with sincere devotion and dedication (1). 


AFR: IMI Mafā | Set ferent waa | 

Feet Fafa | maagi STR | 

fag: WSPHTERI watt | Ale: Wesel waht | AR! vafti 

ma ARP Fa cd faf | qesruRTSURTRT SHY | 
TUSSI | ATS Se ARĪ TI 2 I 


akarah prathamaksaro bhavati / ukarodvitiyaksaro bhavati / 

makarastrtiyaksaro bhavati / ardhamatrascaturthaksaro bhavati / 

binduh paficamaksaro bhavati / nadah sasthaksaro bhavati / tarakatvattarako bhavati / 
tadeva tārakam brahma tvam viddhi / tadevopasitavyamiti jňeyam / 
garbhajanmajaramaranasamsaramahadbhayat samtarayatiti / 


tasmaducyate sadaksaram tarakamiti // 2 // 


SW TP WIT sat ste È, ZAT sax san È, drag sen var P, ater AR arf WAT 
@, TIT BN SAR È SN Bo AM Ae ŠI KU THR € S74 Tor ARH H3 Ae PI 
Fe Vaal We Ter St mi RUD AH HES SI SU soa AAT X sa AT CDU 
STHT Sip TA ah Ta SAS! get SGT m Ara e, de Gn, WH, We, We] aT 
qa Her wa So IT at elf qm ear € (2)! 


2. The divine ethereal word OM has four sound syllables or letters of the Sanskrit 
language— viz, A, O, U, M. But in practice, it has six sound forms forming the following 


six syllables or letters as follows—the first is ‘A’ (3T / a A —pronounced as in a pen, run) 
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which is the 1st letter of the Sanskrit alphabet, the second is ‘Oo/U’ (3/u U — 


pronounced as in bull) which is the Sth letter of the Sanskrit alphabet, the 3rd is ‘Ma’ (9T 
/ ma M m —pronounced as in mother) which is the 38th letter, the 4th letter is the half- 
syllable in the form of a sign known as the Ardha Maatra, the 5th is the ‘Anuswar’ (dot o 


/ K [^] mM —producing the sound equivalent of a silent letter ‘M’ as pronounced at 
the end of words such as mum, come), and the 6th is the crescent shaped ‘Naad’, also 
known as the *chandra bindu' (È ) placed on the symbol for the word OM. [The Naad 
consists of two parts—the crescent shaped moon at the bottom and a dot dangling on the 
top of it at its focal point; it is also collectively called the ‘Chandra Bindv’, and it's a 
nasal sound which is something like ‘m M’ added as a suffix to a word—e.g. swung, 
rung. | 

The final geometrical shape or symbol of the divine, ethereal and cosmic word 
OM for Brahm is— 3. 

In this way, the cosmic, primordial, ethereal and divine sound OM is also called 
the ‘Tarak Mantra’. It is so-called because it has the potential and mystical powers of 
providing liberation and deliverance to the creature from the shackles which tie him to 
this mundane world of an endless cycle of birth and death. 

You must consider that word OM, or its synonymous word ‘Raam/Raan(g)’ (1i), 
as the Tarak Mantra. It is worthy of being worshipped, revered, honoured and adored; it 
is worthy of being contemplated and meditated upon. It provides deliverance from the 
horrible torments that the creature has to suffer in the womb, at the time of his birth, his 
old age and at the time of his death, as well as other great fears from this world that the 
creature has to suffer from. [This is obviously because this Mantra has the potential to 
provide emancipation and salvation to the soul, thereby freeing it from the burden and 
compulsions of taking birth in this world and having to face its interminable horrors. That 
is why it 1s called the *Tarak in the first place.] (2). 


T TP Ta Teo freed LU WAR ada LU YZ R | 
U AAE AT LU AE aft LU aes aa lu dei Aa | 
a dan aft 1a ad ate | uisfenpenr watt | 
U amaA | aga a Tot odi 
Tt RAMESH FATT: 1 


ya etattarakam brahma brahmano nityamadhite / sa papmanam tarati / 
sa mrtyum tarati / sa brahmahatyam tarati / sa bhrunahatyam tarati/ 
sa samsāram tarati / sa sarvam tarati / so'vimuktamāšrito bhavati / sa mahanbhavati / 


so'mrtatvam ca gacchati // 3// 


iti dvitlya kandika sampata // 2 // 
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SÙ STET ZU dM GRUB Ha 1 ND SU Gu € de Urpo am Wu sm E, Ha] 
A OM sd OE, uc, Wren us dhe OU at wd Zi sem cb adi, ae uq 
waa FR Wd z dE GAR U qr em E, Hsu WR WW Ud ZI de wf Het Wb ovd 
€ ad a se fou arf @faqe aa) a4 sap $0 d Wenp ēd E us sada Wl 
ma ēd č (3)I 

Amana aN cr fadi wt Gare gT 


3. [This verse describes the benefits that accrue to a person who has faith in the Tarak 
Mantra, repeats it with devotion (i.e. does Japa with it) and uses it as a means to attain 
liberation and deliverance (called Mukti) from his spiritual and worldly torments. | 


Any Brahmin (i.e. any wise and learned person who is a sincere aspirant or spiritual 
seeker, or any person who is eager, mentally inclined and honest to learn and know about 
the supreme Brahm, or any person who is nobler in thoughts, actions, inclination, 
temperaments, desires etc. than the others; the word Brahmin does not refer to any 
specific class of society here), who repeats this Tarak Mantra constantly, consistently and 
persistently, becomes empowered to overcome the 111 affects of all types of evils, sins, 
misdeeds, misdemeanors etc. that he might have committed so far. 

He becomes so holy that he literally leaps across death (i.e. he does not suffer 
from the terrible agonies associated with death). 

Not only that, he is also freed (pardoned) from such grave sins as killing a 
Brahmin (or any learned and senior person, or for that matter any living creature), 
destroying an embryo in the womb (i.e. causing abortion) as well as killing a brave 
warrior deceitfully. Not limited to this, he in fact is exonerated from the sin of all the 
forms of killings that he might have been involved in. 

He is delivered from this world and crosses over all the hurdles of life. 

Wherever he stays, for all practical purposes, he is deemed to the living in the 
* Avimukta site’ (i.e. in the pilgrim site of Kashi/Varanasi—see verse no. 1 of Canto 1). 

He is deemed to be great. He attains the supreme state of existence marked by 
eternity, felicity and beatitude. He is able to taste the elixir of eternal and imperishable 
life (3). 

[Note—This verse should not be construed as a license for murder and committing other 
sins in the belief that mere repetition of the holy Mantras and living in Kashi would 
provide freedom from their horrific consequences. No, they wouldn't. Unless the man is 
sincere about his repentance and regrets honestly, unless he sincerely wants to reform 
himself and turn a new leaf in his life, mere reading of any scripture or visiting a pilgrim 
site or repeating some Mantra would not serve any purpose. An honest man who has 
realised his mistakes and wishes to atone for his misdeeds would not shy away from 
accepting his misdeeds, which in itself requires a great deal of moral courage and 
strength of mind as accepting one's crimes and confessing may be used against him. Such 
a man would also like to undo what mistakes he had done previously in his life as far as 
he can. Towards this end, he would willingly suffer, because this suffering is a form of 
‘Tapasya’ or penance for him to wash away the soot that has clung to his pure self 
because of his past. 


The very fact that the man is sincerely desirous of emancipation and salvation 
ensures that he has decided to reform himself and is very eager for repentance for his past 
misdeeds and sins that he might have committed out of ignorance or out of compulsions 
of circumstances. Every man has the right to reform himself, for to err is an ordinary part 
of human life. No one can claim that he has not committed any wrong any time in life. 
The very realisation that he has been erring, that he must redeem himself while there is 
still some time left, and the sincerity with which the aspirant seeks liberation from 
bondages that are consequent of his past evil deeds is a sign that he should be given a 
chance to reform himself. 

The Upanishad gives the remedy and the means of his spiritual upliftment, 
redemption and rehabilitation. It essentially tells him that everything is not lost, and there 
is still a chance of finding Mukti from the evil consequences of his past deeds. The basic 
idea that is being stressed here is that every man or woman gets a chance for redemption 
in life, and it is another matter how he or she looks at it or even recognizes that 
opportunity. The chance is there, but that chance is not to be played fools around with; it 
has to be used judiciously. It should not be used to hoodwink the world and escape 
punishment, but for true repentance and mending of ways. A man should not revert back 
to his bad old habits once he is assured of pardon for his past mischief 

This 1s essentially what the aim of this Upanishad is; this is the implied meaning 
when it says that even such horrible sins as murder would be excused. The subtle and 
implied intentions of the scriptures should be correctly interpreted to really benefit from 
them, and not to use them to justify reckless behaviour, as that would be tantamount to 
killing their spirit. That these wise principles enshrined in the scriptures would be twisted 
and turned on their heads by selfish men is not their fault. 

Refer also to Canto 5, verse no. 8-9, 13-18 of this Upanishad. In verse no. 14 it is said 
that a Srotriya Brahmin, i.e. a Brahmin who has studied the Vedas, commits theft of gold 
or gems belonging to others, he is also pardoned from this sin. But again it must be noted 
that this pardoning of the sin is applicable only if he decides to repent and take the 
spiritual recourse of surrendering before the supreme Lord and repeats his divine Mantra 
to purify his inner-self. But again, as in all the previous cases of sins being forgiven, the 
regret must be sincere, and the desire to repent and relent most honest, in order to benefit 
from this pardoning clause prescribed in the Upanishad. Frankly, this would involve 
accepting one's guilt and returning the gold or the gem to the rightful owner if is at all 
possible. If that would mean punishment of some kind, then it has to be accepted. The 
provision of granting a pardon as prescribed in this Upanishad should not be taken as a 
blanket license for committing theft and evil deeds, for that is not at all the intention. The 
pardoning is given as a cavet that the sin is never repeated under any circumstance in the 
future, that one is sincerely repentant and needs an avenue for redemeption, and if it is at 
all possible then all attempts must be made to compensate the offended party to the best 
of one’s ability.] 


Thus ends Canto 2 of Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad. 
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Chapter-2, Canto-3 
The importance of OM 


ard wen watt | 
TERA: MBs: | SAR PETRI: 1 di 


atraite Sloka bhavanti / 
akaraksarasambhütah saumitrirvisvabhavanah / 
ukaraksarasambhütah Satrughnastaijasatmakah // 1// 
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[This Canto describes how the four letters of the ethereal Mantra OM had manifested 
themselves as the four brothers Ram, Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan. Then it goes on to 
assert that Sita, the consort of Lord Ram, is a manifestation of Mother Nature known as 
the primordial Prakriti. Intertwined in this discussion are metaphysical concepts as the 
four states of consciousness such as the Jagrat or waking, Swapna or dreaming, Sushupta 
or deep sleep, and Turiya or post deep sleep or the early stage of transcendental 
existence. | 


1. The Ist syllable of the cosmic, divine, sublime and ethereal word OM is the Sanskrit 
alphabet ‘A’ (3T / a A) corresponding to the English alphabet ‘A’ and pronounced as a 
pen, son, sun. The son of Sumitra, i.e. Laxman! (the younger brother of Lord Ram), who 
enchants the entire world by his bewitching charm, is a manifestation of this letter. In 
Vedant, he represents the Jagrat” or ‘waking state of consciousness’ of the Atma or soul. 
In this state of existence, the Atma is aware of the external gross world at large, and 
therefore it is recognized as ‘Vishwa’—literally meaning ‘the world’. [Amongst the 4 
chief names of Vishnu, he represents the name ‘Sankarshan’ . | 


The 2nd syllable of OM is the Sanskrit alphabet *Oo/U' (3 / u U) corresponding to 


its English counterpart ‘U’. Shatrughan?, who is known for his stupendous ‘Tej’, or his 
potentials and glory as the vanquisher of enemies, is a manifestation of this letter. In 
Vedantic terms, he represents the Swapna‘ or the ‘dream state of consciousness’. In this 
state of existence, the Atma is unaware of the external gross world at large, and is 
centered around the subtle world of the inner-self and the sub-conscious which is 
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powerful and full of energy that more often than not remains hidden, dormant and 
concealed during the waking state. This state is therefore recognized as the *Taijasa'— 
literally meaning ‘energetic and vibrant’. Another reason for it being called *Taijasa' is 
that it can ‘dream and imagine’ things of stupendous varieties and dimensions which the 
creature cannot ever hope to see or conceive in his mind when he is awake. [Amongst the 
4 chief name of Vishnu, he stands for ‘Pradumna’.] (1). 

[Note—The four states of existence of consciousness have been described in a number of 

Upanishads—viz. (a) Shukla Yajur Veda—Subalo-panishad, Canto 4 full as well as 

Canto 9, verse no. 1-7; Paingalo-panishad, 2/11-15; Mandal Brahmin Upanishad, 2/4-2/5; 

(b) Krishna Yajur Veda tradition—Varaaha Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 59-64, 72; 

Canto 4, verse no. 11-20; Brahmo-panisha, verse no. 1, 20-21; Kaivalyo-panishad, verse 

no. 12-14; Dhyan Bindu Upanishad, verse no. 93/12-93/15; Sarwasaaro-panishad, verse 

no. 4; Shaarirako-panishad, verse no. 14. (c) Atharva Veda tradition—Mandukya 

Upanishad, verse nos. 3-7; Atharvashikha; Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad, Canto 4, 

verse no. 4-7; Naradparivrajak Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 1, 24-25; Canto 6, verse 

no. 4, Canto 8, verse nos. 9-16, 19-20. 

'Refer note of verse no. 5 for an exposition on Laxman as being equivalent to the 
Jagrat state. 

?Briefly, the Jagrat state is the 1st stage or the waking of consciousness. During this 
state, a creature's sense organs that constitute its gross body are active and they receive 
inputs from the physical material world outside which they in turn transfer to the mind 
which forms the creature's subtle body. This mind then filters through the clutter of 
information, then either orders the organs of action to respond accordingly, or it consults 
its supervisor, the intellect, for advice. Meanwhile, the mind stores all the information in 
its data bank for future reference much like the record room of an office. The true self of 
the creature, the pure conscious Atma, is like the King in whose secretariat the mind and 
intellect work, and therefore the Atma is the final Authority which takes the final 
decision and is responsible for all the things done by each of these individual entities. 
Even as the King cannot absolve himself for the sins committed by his subjects during his 
rule or plead ignorance of whatever is happening in his kingdom though he is not directly 
involved in them or in the day to day routine work of the kingdom as he stays in his 
palace and cannot be practically expected to control each movement in his kingdom, but 
he is morally responsible for them and cannot deny this responsibility. Similarly, the 
Atma of the creature is responsible for each and every thing that the creature does though 
the Atma is limited to its palace-like residence in the heart of the creature. So, the 
otherwise immaculate Atma is accused of things that body or mind of the creature does 
because the Atma is at the helm of affairs. 

During this Jagrat state, the Atma interacts with the outside world through the 
medium of the sense organs of the gross body (i.e. the physical body). The sense organs 
of perception of the body collect information from the external world and pass them over 
to the mind, which in turn processes them and passes necessary instructions to the organs 
of action on the one hand, and files data for future reference in its memory bank on the 
other hand. The mind would also refer to the intellect those things which are not routine 
in nature. It is the transcendental state of supreme enlightenment and self-realisation. 

The Jagrat state is when the consciousness is aware of the external world of material 
objects, and this is made possible through the medium of the sense organs of perceptions 
such as the eye, ear, nose, tongue and skin which enables the creature to respectively see, 
hear, smell, taste and feel this world. The creature's responses are carried out with the 
help of the organs of action such as the hands which receive, the legs that take him to the 
desired place, the mouth that helps him to speak and eat, the excretory organs that helps it 
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to eliminate waste from the body, and the genitals which helps him to recreate and enjoy 
the sensual pleasures of the world. These organs are located in the gross body, and since 
the world is experienced through them, the latter is also deemed to be gross. The 
coordination of all the perceptions and actions is done by the mind-intellect which is the 
subtle part of the body. 

The first stage of Jagrat or waking state of consciousness has been beautifully 
described in Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda, Canto 2, Brahman 1, 
verse no. 20; Canto 4, Brahman 3, verse nos. 16-19, 31, 34-35. 

?Refer note of verse no. 6 for an exposition on Shatrughan as being equivalent to the 
Swapna state. 

"The Swapna state—Next comes the state in which a person sleeps, and in 
metaphysical terms it is called Supta. This 1s the sleeping state of consciousness. Here, 
the creature is alive because it's Pran or the vital winds move around and remain active in 
its different Naadis (tubular ducts in the body such as the nerves which number seventy 
thousand). 

The Prashna Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 4, verse no. 2 very precisely 
describes what sleep is. 

Swapna or dreaming state is the 2nd state of consciousness when the latter has 
withdrawn its self from being actively involved in the outside world through the medium 
of the sense organs of perception and action. But the mind does not sleep and remains 
active as before, though this activity is at the subtle level of the sub-conscious. Here, the 
consciousness remains active through the medium of the vital winds, called the various 
Prans present inside the body, and moves in the different Naadis (tubular ducts in the 
body, such as the nerves and veins etc.) which keep the mind working. Refer Shukla 
Yajur Veda's Paingalo-panishad, Canto 2, verse no. 12, and Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, 
Canto 2, Brahman 1, verse no. 18; Canto 4, Brahman 3, verse no. 20; Krishna Yajur 
Veda's Dhyan Bindu Upanishad, verse nos. 58-60; Rig Veda's Kaushitaki Brahmin 
Upanishad of Rig Veda, Canto 4, verse no. 19. 

This Pran is deemed to be synonymous with the life factors and consciousness in the 
body as well as with the latent fire element present inside the body which gives the 
energy, strength and vitality to the body to live and remain active. If it were not for the 
fire element (Tej) and the wind element (Pran), the consciousness (Atma, the *self) 
would have found it difficult to live in the body. In fact, the Prashna Upanishad of 
Atharva Veda, Canto 4, verse no. 3 clearly states that the Pran in its manifestation as 
Agni or fire. 

Since no external stimuli is being received from the outside world, the mind begins to 
replay what is stored in its memory bank and uses its stupendous abilities to imagine and 
recreate situations and circumstances in an imaginary world of dreams. Since the Atma 
living in the causal body depends upon the mind living in the subtle body to feel or sense 
anything pertaining to this world, for all practical purposes therefore the Atma begins to 
live in this new world of dreams conjured up by the mind and gets as involved in it as it 
was during the waking state. Since the mind is active here, the man remembers some of 
his dreams even when he wakes up. So as far as the Atma is concerned, the two states of 
waking and dreaming mean the same—the world exists for it in both these two states. ] 
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2. The 3rd syllable ‘Ma’ (A / ma M m) of the cosmic, divine, sublime and ethereal word 


OM corresponds to the English letter ‘M’. It has manifested itself as Bharat! who was 
most realised, enlightened, erudite and wise. According to Vedant, he represents the 3rd 
stage of existence of consciousness, called the ‘Sushupta”’ state which is the ‘deep sleep 
state of consciousness’. In this state of existence, the Atma is unaware of both the 
external world at large as well as the subtle world that exists in a person's dreams. In 
other words, the Atma is left undisturbed and centered around its own truthful self, which 
is enlightened and wise, hence recognized as ‘Pragya’—literally meaning ‘wise, 
awakened, enlightened, aware, erudite and sagacious'. [He represents the 3rd name 
‘Anirudha’ of Vishnu. | 
The 4th half-syllable added as a tail end of the 2nd letter *U' is called the *Ardha 

Maatra'. This represents Sri Ram), who is an embodiment of eternal bliss, peace and 
tranquility of Brahm realisation as well as most learned and expert in the scriptures. He 
symbolises the 4th state of consciousness called *Turiya^ which is marked by supreme 
and eternal bliss, or the bliss of self-realisation called *Brahmaanand' attained during the 
last stage of ‘Samadhi’ (a trance-like state of bliss and ecstasy) of Yogis (ascetics) [Sri 
Ram represents the 4th name ‘Vasudeo’ of Vishnu.] (2). 

[Note—'Refer note of verse no. 7 for an exposition on Bharat as being equivalent to 

Sushupta state. 

"The Sushupta or deep sleep state of consciousness— Beyond the second state of 

existence of consciousness is the third eclectic state called the Sushupta or deep sleep 

state. This has been elaborately dealt with in the Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad of Shukla 

Yajur Veda, Canto 2, Brahman 1, verse no. 19; Canto 4, Brahman 3, verse nos. 14-15, 19, 

21-30. During this stage the creature does not dream. 

The Sushupta or the deep sleep state of consciousness is the 3' state in which the 
mind has also become defunct, and the Atma has withdrawn itself into the exclusive 
domain of the causal body and lives in seclusion, disconnected with the external world 
because of the non-involvement of either the gross body or the subtle body. Here it is 
surrounded by the space of the subtle sky around the heart, called the Hridya Akash. 
During this state of existence, the vital winds, called the Pran or ‘life’ of the creature, 
keep on moving in the different Naadis (various ducts such as nerves and veins etc.) as 
during the dreaming state so as to keep the body alive as is evident from the fact that all 
the subtle and imperceptible functions of the inner organs of the body such as the liver, 
kidneys, heart, pancreas, digestive organs, lungs etc. continue uninterrupted as before, 
because if they cease to function the body would die. It is the mind now that has gone in a 
defunct state. But this phase 1s temporary and shows the true nature and fundamental 
characteristic of the Atma, which is blissful and peaceful, contented and fulfilled, not 
feeling restless and perplexed in any manner whatsoever because it is now not being 
disturbed by the mind's constant nagging. That is why a sound asleep man does not want 


anything, he does not feel anything, he is not worried about anything, he is not concerned 
about anything, and he does not remember anything. That is also why one feels very 
relaxed and refreshed after even a short deep sleep when the mind and the body both find 
their rest. 

The Prashna Upanishad of Atharva Veda tradition, in its Canto 4, verse no. 6 
describes in clear terms why a creature stops dreaming. 

?Refer note of verse no. 8 for an exposition on Ram as being equivalent to the Turiya 
state. 

“The Turiya state— Then comes the 4'" state of existence of the Atma, and 
it is known as Turiya state. This state is reached when the third state becomes a 
perpetual phenomenon instead of being only a temporary phase. Once this state of Turiya 
is reached, then even though the man might wake up from sleep and appear to be going 
about his normal duties in a routine manner in this world, his pure consciousness remains 
aloof and distanced from the sense organs of perception and actions as well as from the 
mind. This is the *transcendental state" of existence of consciousness, and it goes beyond 
the third state of Sushupta or deep sleep state of consciousness. Here the spiritual aspirant 
lives in a state of perpetual Samadhi. That is, he remains in a constant state of blissfulness 
and meditation though he lives in this physical world and goes about his normal affairs 
like an ordinary man. 

During this 4" state called ‘Turiya’, the Atma acquires all the characters of the earlier 
three stages, viz. the waking, the dreaming and the deep sleeping states in their individual 
form as well as in a combined and composite way. In this state of spiritual existence, the 
consciousness exhibits all the traits of the earlier three states at the same time along with 
the unique traits which would obviously be a net result of the combined affect of all the 
individual traits that are so unique to each of thee three earlier states of existence 
consciousness—viz. the waking state, the dreaming state, and the deep sleep state. 

The 4" state of existence of the consciousness or Atma is also called the ‘Turiya 
Chaitanya state”. In this state, the creature exists in its purest form as the pure 
consciousness which is undiluted, uninterrupted and unpolluted by any impulses or inputs 
from the external world. This results in its pristine and immaculate from as 
*consciousness' to shine through (much like the flame of the candle which shines with all 
its brightness and splendour once the tainted glass covering around it is removed). This 
consciousness is the true ‘self’ of the creature and its real identity. 

Thus, it is the Atma or the pure consciousness as the true ‘self? of the creature that is 
the witness of the existence of the other three states in which the creature lives. This 
‘self’ or Atma is imperishable and without a birth or beginning. This is because the other 
three states continue to appear and disappear in a rhythmic cycle as the creature wakes up 
to face the world after his phase of sleep is over, only to go back to sleep again when it is 
exhausted, and wake up again refreshed and rejuvenated from sleep. But the fourth state 
is like the Sun in the sky which is steady and shines constantly upon the world and lights 
it up. This Sun is unaffected by anything happening in this world and to this world, and 
remains completely dispassionate and detached from anything mundane and terrestrial. 
Nights and days appear and disappear in a cyclic manner, but the Sun remains the same. 
During the night it is erroneously assumed that the Sun is no more, but as science has 
proved the Sun is there in the sky though it might not be visible to the creature during that 
period of time called the ‘night’ as it is shining on the outer side of the globe. The day is 
comparable to the waking state of consciousness, the moon-light night to the dreaming 
state of consciousness when a man is able to see this world but with a different light, 
while the dark night when nothing is visible is comparable to the deep sleep state of 
consciousness when nothing of the external world is visible. 
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The Varaaha Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its Canto 2, verse no. 64, 
describes what the practical implication of this Turiya state of consciousness is. 

The Subalo-panishad of Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, in its Canto 9, verses 1-7 
elaborately describes the fourth state of existence of the consciousness called the Turiya 
state. It says that the bliss and happiness, collectively called *Anand', which is found in 
the 4" state of existence of the consciousness called ‘Turiya’ when one experiences and 
witnesses the divine supreme transcendental Being (Brahm), also ends with Turiya. It is 
the ‘final frontier’, the ultimate goal that the soul strives to reach. So, when the fount of 
bliss (Anand) is reached in the Turiya state, nothing more is left to be achieved or 
acquired. As soon as a man abandons this supreme state of existence and wakes up into 
this mundane existential material world, he immediately loses that bliss which he was 
enjoying in the Turiya state. The word Turiya means 'fourth quarter', and once this 
segment is reached after crossing the first three quarters, there is nothing beyond it and 
the complete cycle is achieved. There is accomplishment of all that has to be 
accomplished; there is the *final coming home, full cycle” for the soul. Everything comes 
to a full stop.] 


STRAIT | segas? udefedmp 113 11 


Sriramasamnidhyavasajjagadadharakarint / 


utpattisthitisamhārakāriņī sarvadehinam // 3// 


ĀRA D AI Wr (UD TEP) S UA veu at sedg, ea AN GER wu Sm 
@ d sm A ass 24 sme tg (3)! 


3. Sita, the divine consort of Lord Ram, represents the cosmic Shakti of Brahm. This 
Shakti is a personified form of the cosmic dynamic energy, powers and authority of the 
Supreme Being by which he creates, sustains and concludes this entire creation along 
with all its inhabitants. [That is why this Shakti had to accompany Brahm in the latter's 
manifestation as Ram so that the evil demonic elements exemplified by the demon king 
Ravana could be got rid of.] 

Sita also bestows happiness and peace upon this creation as she represents the 
Mother Goddess who is extremely compassionate and kind upon her creation which is 
like her off-spring (3). 
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4. That cosmic, divine, sublime and primordial energy (referred to in verse no. 3) is 
called Sita. She represents the ‘Naad and Bindu’ represented by the ‘dot’ and the 


‘crescent’ (known as the ‘chandra bindu’ = Š ) respectively that is put on the sign of the 


ethereal Mantra OM Š) representing the supreme Brahm or Pranav, and without which 


the word OM remains un-adorned. [This mark is like a crown of OM. Even as any king, 
who is the sovereign of his realm, acquires his powers because of the crown on his head, 
Brahm also acquires his stupendous dynamic powers and majestic potentials because of 
this divine cosmic energy called ‘Shakti? that he possesses. It is this Shakti that has 
revealed itself in the body of Sita.] 

Erudite and wise ones also recognize her (Sita) as the ‘Mool Prakriti/primary Nature’ 
because she is a manifestation of the essential, primordial, primary Nature of creation. 
This Nature as well as the Shakti is inseparable from and an integral part of the cosmic 
Authority known as the supreme Brahm. While Shakti is the dynamism of Brahm, Nature 
is the revelation of this Shakti at the cosmic level of creation. 

When this Brahm assumed a visible form as Lord Ram, it is natural that the 
inseparable aspects of Brahm, i.e. Prakriti and Shakti, would also reveal themselves 
simultaneously. Hence, Sita is invariably and unequivocally associated with Brahm in the 
personified form of Lord Ram (4). 
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5. [Verse nos. 5-8 are an exposition on the four Paads or limbs or aspects of Brahm. ] 


The cosmic, divine, sublime and ethereal monosyllabic word OM is known as ‘Akshar’ 
as it is imperishable and immortal. [The Sanskrit word ‘Akshar’ has two meanings—one 
is a ‘letter’ and the other is something that ‘does not decay, is imperishable and eternal’. 
OM is likened to a ‘letter’ because it is a monosyllabic sound. For the purpose of study 
and analysis of its magnificent divine aspects it is hypothetically split into three (A, U, 
M), four (A, O, U, M) and even six (A, O, U, M, Chandra Bindu and Ardha Maatra) 
components. It ought to be remembered that OM is not an ordinary monosyllable, but it is 
the Beej Mantra for the supreme Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness that is at the root of 
everything that exists. This ‘consciousness’ is known as Brahm at the macrocosmic level 
of creation, and as the Atma, the individual soul, at the microcosmic level.] 

The entire visible world is but a manifestation/revelation of OM. In other words, 
the world is a visible form of the various aspects of OM (and since OM is the Beej 
Mantra for Brahm, this world is a visible manifestation of the latter). The visible world 
establishes and makes evident the visible glory of that invisible divinity. Whatever 
existed, whatever exists and whatever shall ever exist in the future, as well as any other 
dimension or aspect of time and space which is beyond these three, are also nothing else 
but a manifestation or an extension of OM. It is all-inclusive and comprehensive in 
nature. 

Surely, everything is Brahm and a manifestation of Brahm, and nothing else. 
Therefore, it is also OM (because OM is a word assigned to Brahm for the latter’s easy 
recognition in this world which is habituated of assigning names to every entity to 
recognize them). 

[As has been said above, OM is the Beej Mantra of Brahm. Brahm is known and 
recognized by this word OM. They are synonymous with each other. If this world is a 
visible manifestation of OM and an extension of its glory, it follows that the world is 
actually a manifestation and an extension of Brahm and its glory. Again, since Brahm is 
pure Consciousness, it follows that what is basic to this world is ‘consciousness’ and 
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nothing else. In other words, if ‘Brahm’ and ‘consciousness’ are removed from this 
world, nothing worthy remains in it. 

OM has four basic sounds—viz. the sound of the letter ‘A’ (as in son) which 
represents the first aspect of Brahm symbolizing the initiation of creation, *Oo or U' (as 
in the exclamatory ‘O° or go) stands for the second aspect of Brahm and corresponds to 
the development, expansion and growth of the world, ‘M’ (as in mum) stands for the 
third aspect of Brahm and corresponds to the conclusion of the world, and finally the 
prolonged nasal sound of ‘M’ that is made after OM has been pronounced and the mouth 
closed is the fourth aspect of Brahm and corresponds to the time between the last creation 
and the beginning of a new phase. Hence, it naturally follows that the entire creation is 
nothing but a revelation of Brahm or OM.] 

The world is a visible manifestation of what is supreme but invisible—.e. the 
world is a manifestation of Brahm who is supreme and invisible. The visible and 
verifiable world proves that there is something beyond the spectrum of visibility that is 
real and truthful. That essential element which forms the ‘soul’ and the ‘basic identity’ of 
the world is called its ‘Atma’. Since it is Brahm that is at the core of all aspects of 
creation, it follows that Brahm is also the ‘Atma or soul’ or ‘essence and fundamental 
aspect’ of creation—both at the macrocosmic level of creation, in which case it is called 
the ‘Paramatma’ (the supreme and transcendental Atma), as well as the microcosmic 
level of creation, in which case it is simply called the Atma of the individual entity. 

This Atma or Parmatma has four Paads or limbs or aspects corresponding to the 
four Paads of Brahm or four sounds of OM (as described above). Again, since the Atma 
is nothing but pure consciousness, it follows the four Paads of the Atma or Brahm 
represent the four states of existence of the consciousness. 

[Although the supreme Brahm is indivisible, immutable and eternal, and it cannot 
be fractioned or partitioned, we hypothetically divide its entire being into four stages or 
states of existence, just in order to understand or grasp its full form or nature just like the 
monosyllabic sound OM has been split into four or six components for the purpose of 
study and analysis. That is, this division is done to facilitate study and comprehension of 
an entity that is usually beyond the reach of the mind and the senses. 

The supreme transcendental Atma or Consciousness, also known as ‘Brahm’ and 
represented by the word OM, has so-called four states of existence—viz. (a) The waking 
state of consciousness called ‘Jagrat’ (or Vishwa), (b) the dream state of consciousness 
called ‘Swapna’ (or Taijasa), (c) the deep sleep state of consciousness called ‘Pragna’, 
and (d) the ‘Turiya’ state of consciousness, which is synonymous with the supreme 
blissful state of consciousness called *pure Brahm' and which is beyond the earlier three 
states of consciousness or existence. 

To begin with, the Ist state of consciousness, called the ‘First Paad’ or the first 
leg of the conscious Atma, is being described here in this verse as follows— 

During the waking state of consciousness, the entire manifest gross world is the 
Atma's play-ground. The consciousness is spread in all the directions of the gross world 
because during this waking state of its existence it is aware of the entire length and breath 
of this world and all its happenings. Since this world is gross, the Atma during this 
waking state also becomes gross in nature because of its association with this gross 
world. The Atma assumes the basic gross character of this world as it is invariably 
influenced by gross nature of its habitat or companion. 
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From another angle this concept can be understood as follows—the conscious 
Atma, which essentially has no form and attributes, manifests it’s self in the form of the 
visible world, and resides in all the forms that this world takes. This is because Atma and 
Brahm are synonymous, and it is Brahm that is revealed in the form of the world. That is, 
all the living creatures of the world have the same Atma or pure consciousness in them. 
In other words, the Atma assumes the gross body of all the living beings, and it is with 
these bodies that the Atma interacts with the world of material sense objects. The Atma 
becomes aware of the presence of the various sense objects of the world by the medium 
of the sense organs of the gross body. These organs help the Atma to perceive the world 
and respond to it. That is why they are called organs of perception and organs of action of 
the Atma. 

Hence, during the Jagrat or waking state of consciousness, the Atma has spread its 
tentacles in the external material world and its sense objects which are gross in nature. It 
lives in this world just like it lives inside the body of the individual creature. Therefore, 
the gross world becomes its de-facto body. It begins to identify its self with the gross 
body (and forgets that it is most sublime and subtle in nature, and is the invisible 
consciousness that has no form). During the Jagrat state, the Atma is not only aware of 
the gross world but relates to it very intimately. 

Hence, it is metaphorically said that the seven worlds! are the Atma's gross body 
during the Jagrat or waking state of consciousness—it physically lives in them, it 
mentally and emotionally relates to them, it is involved in them, and it is attached to 
them. [The seven worlds represent all forms of the living creation, and all forms of 
creatures that live in them. Hence, they symbolically refer to all forms of life where the 
consciousness is aware of the external gross world—even in a rudimentary form.] 

The Atma uses its nineteen symbolic ‘mouths’ to eagerly devour or passionately 
taste and imbibe the sweetness of the external world and the numerous comforts and 
pleasures it has to offer. [Even as a man uses his mouth to partake delicious eatables, this 
Atma uses its so-called mouths to ‘taste or sample’ the extraordinary charms and juicy 
succulence of the external world, its material comforts and the pleasures of the sense 
objects. And just like the man gets addicted to some tasty eatable, the Atma gets hooked 
to the world and its charms. It then goes out to hammer and tong to grasp the world and 
‘devour it’ in a symbolic manner by remaining engrossed in it and thinking of nothing 
else but this world like a hungry man let loose on a dining table. The Atma gets hooked 
to the world and its material sense objects. Rather, the world attaches itself to the Atma 
like the leech which sucks the blood of wisdom, erudition, rationality, enlightenment and 
truthfulness out of the Atma, making the latter lose its pristine pure, uncorrupted and 
blissful nature. | 

That supreme and sovereign entity which enjoys this gross world and is aware of its 
existence is called ‘Vaishwanar’’. This is the supreme Brahm’s first Paad or aspect. It is 
also the first form or state of existence of the Atma. (5). 

[Note—'The seven subtle forms of the world are represented by the seven words 

pronounced by Brahma, the creator, at the time of creation. They are the following— 

Bhüh, Bhuvah, Swah, Mah, Janah, Tapah, Satyam. 

According to Brahmaand Puran (BP) and Vaaman Puran (VP) there are the following 
lokas— *Bhüh' or earth [BP-3,4,2-18]; ‘Bhuvah’ or the space between the earth and the 
heaven [BP-3,4,2-19]; ‘Swah’ or the heavens known as Brahma's abode; the space 
beyond the earth's atmosphere; cosmic wind represented by the solar wind blows here 


[BP-3,4,2-20]; *Mah' or the world created by Brahma pronouncing the divine word 
Maha meaning the great heaven or the outer space; it is believed that great sages and 
seers stay here; it is 1000 Yogans or appx. 8000 miles away from the Swaha Loka [BP- 
3,4,2-21; VP-52,21-22]; ‘Janah’ so called because it was to be inhabited by the humans 
and the cows [BP-3,4,2-22; VP-52, 22]; ‘Tapah’ or the Loka where great amount of 
austerity and penances are done; it is said to be 60 million Yojans or appx. 60 x 8 million 
miles away from the Janaha Loka [BP-3,4,2-24; VP-52, 23]; and 'Satyam' or the truthful 
heaven where the supreme Lord has his abode; it is 300 million Yojans or appx. 300 x 8 
million miles beyond the Tapaha Loka [BP-3,4,2-25; VP-52, 24]. 

According to some legends, the distances of various mythological Lokas from the 
earth or Bhu Loka is as follows—the Bhuvha Loka is situated at a distance of 25 Lakh 
Yojans from earth, the Swaha Loka is situated at a distance of 50 Lakh Yojans from 
earth, the Maharloka is situated at a distance of 1 Crore Yojans from earth, the Jana Loka 
is situated at a distance of 2 Crore Yojans from earth, the Tapa Loka is situated at a 
distance of 4 Crore Yojans from earth, and the Satya Loka is situated at a distance of 8 
Crore Yojans from earth. 

1 Yojan = a distance of 4, 8 and 16 miles according to different calculations. It is 
usually taken to be equivalent to 8 miles. 

1 Lakh = one hundred thousand (1,00,000). 1 Crore = ten Lakhs (10 x 1,00,000). 

The seven Bhuvans or Lokas according to the Vedantic view are the following:-- the 
seven organs of perception situated in the region of the head —viz. the two eyes two 
ears + two nostrils + one tongue/mouth = seven. Refer Mundak Upanishad of Atharva 
Veda, Canto 2, section 1, verse no. 8. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Canto 4, 
verse no. 4 also refers to these seven Lokas as being a part of the first Paad or leg or limb 
or aspect or facet of the cosmic Brahm. 

?The nineteen symbolic mouths of the Atma are the different organs, both gross and 
the subtle through which it interacts with the external world and recognizes it at all. 
These are as follows—(a) the five organs of perception such as eye, nose, ear, tongue and 
skin; (b) the five organs of action such as the hand, leg, mouth, anus/excretory and 
genitals; (c) the five Prans or the vital winds such as the main Pran which controls the 
very life of the creature and all other functions including the other Prans or vital winds, 
the Apaan which controls digestion and excretion, the Samaan which helps in distribution 
of nourishment and blood equally throughout the body, the Vyan which control the 
activities of other winds and helps in maintaining pressure and balance in the body, and 
the Udaan which controls the power to rise and move around; and (d) the four *Antaha- 
karans” are the four sheaths that surround the Atma and form its subtle forms; these are 
the food sheath, the vital air sheath, the mental sheath and the intellectual sheath. 
[According to the Shaarirak Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 4, the four 
aspects of the ‘Antahakaran’ (the inner-self consisting of the subtle body; the conscience; 
the sub-conscious) consists of the following four units—viz. the Mana (mind), the 
Buddhi (intellect), the Chitta (the faculty of reasoning, thought, understanding, attention, 
the sub-conscious etc.), and Ahankar (ego, pride, haughtiness and the accompanying 
arrogance and hypocrisy; lack of humility, simplicity and piety).] 

These are called the so-called ‘mouths’ of the soul because it is through them that the 
soul partakes of this world. The entity whose gross body enjoys and experiences this 
world is called the ‘Viraat’ at the macrocosmic level and ‘Vishwa’ at the microcosmic 
level. This is the 1st step to understand the supreme Soul called ‘Parmeshwar’ or the 
supreme Lord known as Brahm. 
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*Vaishwanar Atma—References: (a) Krishna Yajur Veda's Brahmo-panishad, verse 
no. 21; Pran Agnihotra Upanishad, verse no. 15. (b) Atharva Veda's Mandukya 
Upanishad, verse no. 3. 

The term Vaishwanar in simple words means the form of Brahm that is as large and 
as vast as the universe, enclosing it from all sides like a moat of a fort, and even existing 
beyond it. This all-inclusive, all-pervading and all-encompassing macrocosmic form of 
Brahm is the ‘Vishwa’ or the world because this world is a manifestation of Brahm, it is 
Brahm revealed in its myriad and diverse forms, and it is the glory of Brahm on display. 
If fact, if one wishes to witness Brahm, he must observe Brahm at play in this world 
itself. The physical aspect of Brahm in the form of the visible world is equivalent to the 
Jagrat state of consciousness because it is in this state that the creature sees the world. 
Here the word ‘creature’ refers to his Atma or soul which is pure consciousness and his 
true self. This Atma is called Vaishwanar because, like Brahm, it is manifested as all 
forms of life in this world. [Refer Mandukya Upanishad of Atharva Veda, verse no. 3.] 
The Atma is called a Vaishwanar because the man becomes aware of the world when he 
sees it with his own eyes. This is why it is called the ‘waking’ state of consciousness. The 
presence of the consciousness known as the Vaishwanar in the eye is a metaphor for this 
waking state because when a man ‘sees’ anything only when he is awake and not while 
he sleeps. 

The word 'Vaishwanar' has many connotations as follows—(i) The fire used in 
sacrificial rituals. (11) The microcosmic pure consciousness that resides inside the body of 
the creature and helps it to digest food. (iii) Vedanta says that it is the pure consciousness 
that is a fraction of the Supreme Consciousness, and it resides in the body of the creature 
even as the Supreme Consciousness resides in the macrocosmic vast body of Nature or 
creation. It is representative of the supreme, transcendental entity that is the Lord and the 
primary cause and the governing authority of the whole creation. (iv) Since creatures 
have myriad forms, it has as many forms as the creatures themselves, incorporating all of 
them in it. Hence, it is also called ‘Viraat Purush’ (which means the vast, colossus, all 
incorporating, all-pervading, almighty form of the microcosmic Atma of the creature as 
well as the macrocosmic Atma of the creation; it is measureless, infinite and eternal). 
This is the subtle form of ‘Vaishwanar’. (v) The gross manifestation of this ‘Vaishwanar’ 
is the ‘Annamaya Kosh’ or the food sheath which is one of the five sheaths enclosing the 
Atma of the creature. (vi) Its state of existence is defined as the ‘waking state of 
consciousness’. (vii) The word also means—relating to or belonging to all men, 
omnipresent, known and worshipped everywhere, universal, general, common, complete, 
immutable, full in number, a collective noun for all the Gods, one who is all commanding 
and almighty. 

In verse no. 1 it has been said the Laxman is equivalent to the Jagrat state of 
consciousness. Now let us examine the similarity between Laxman and this state. 
Laxman is an incarnation of the Seshnath, the legendary serpent who holds the world on 
its hood. Hence Laxman is the bearer of the world, and therefore called the Vaishwanar. 
By extension he also holds the seven worlds; their very existence depends upon them 
being supported by the Seshnath or Laxman—hence, these seven worlds are like part of 
his vast macrocosmic body. 

He is always vigilant and alert, ever ready to serve Lord Ram and take care of his 
needs; he is well aware of the happenings in this world, and the Lord is made aware of 
them through Laxman—hence he represents awareness of the external world by the 
Atma, and therefore symbolizes the Jagrat state or the waking state of consciousness. 

Laxman is well versed in all the spheres of knowledge which is said to have nineteen 
branches, hence he has nineteen mouths which imply that he has the ability to learn and 
teach others all these nineteen branches of knowledge. They are the following—the four 
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Vedas such as Rik/Rig, Sam, Yajur and Atharva, the five sub-Vedas such as Aurveda 
(knowledge of herbal medicines), Dhanurveda (the science of warfare and archery), 
Gandharva-veda (the skills of music and dance), Artha-shastra (economics and public 
administration) and Darshan-shastra (philosophy), Purans and Itihasas (ancient 
mythological histories), Dharm-shastras (various scriptures), Nyaya (law; jurisprudence), 
Mimamsa (investigation, analysis and determination), , Vyakaran (grammar), Jyotish 
(astronomy and astrology based on mathematics), Chanda (poetry and prose), Kalpa 
(rituals associated with formal worship and fire sacrifices), Shiksha (education) and 
Nirukta (commentaries or exposition on the Vedas). 

The word ‘Laxman’ means ‘one who can see'—this is because this brother of Lord 
Ram can see this world and is well-versed in all the knowledge. 

Being an incarnation of the Seshnath, he devours the entire creation by the fierce fire 
spewing from his mouth at the time of dooms-day. Hence, he is called *Sankarshan'.] 
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6. The 2nd state of existence of the Atma, the pure consciousness, is called the ‘Swapna 
state” of existence, or the dreaming state. The imaginary world that is visualized by the 
latent *Vasanas' (passions, desires and yearnings) that are inherently present in the sub- 
conscious of the creature is called a ‘dream’. This is an imaginary world inspired by the 
Vasanas present in the bosom of the creature. 

During this state, the man is virtually lying unconscious and completely inactive 
as if he had no life in him and was dead as far as his external activities pertaining to his 
gross body and its organs are concerned, but the mind remains very much active. It is the 
mind that imagines, and not the gross body. Therefore, for all practical purposes the man 
is very much active and aware of the happenings around him, but instead of them being 
related to the gross plane of his existence they are now confined to an imaginary world 
conceived in his ‘dream’. Hence, ‘dream’ or the Swapna state of existence of the 
consciousness is synonymous with that which is an ‘imaginary’ conception of the mind 
without any physical dimension. It is something that has no real physical existence and 
pith. In other words, the Atma or the consciousness exists in its ‘Sukshma’ or the subtle 
form now. 

For all practical purposes, the Atma (or the creature's ‘self? or his consciousness) 
interacts with this imaginary world of dreams during the ‘Swapna’ state of existence in 
the same way as it had been doing in the gross world while it was awake during the 
waking state called *Jagrat'. That is, even during a dream, as long as it lasts, the Atma 
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thinks that it is actually interacting with all the participants of that dream; it weeps, it 
laughs, it plays and it talks with them all as if they were alive and for real in the real 
world. For this purpose, the Atma uses its *virtual” nineteen organs or mouths as it had 
been doing while it was interacting with the world while awake, though now they are in 
their *subtle forms” instead of their gross forms. 

Therefore, even in the dream state of existence of the Atma, there are seven 
worlds and nineteen mouths, though they exist is a subtle form, and not in their gross 
forms. The Atma lives in this subtle world of dreams, is an integral part of it, identifies its 
self with it, is influenced by it and is as involved and attached to its components as it was 
during the waking state. 

That Atma, which exists in this subtle form, that which exists in the subtle world, 
and that which uses the subtle organs to interact with this subtle world, is called *Taijas'. 
This Taijas is the microcosmic subtle form of the Atma which has its counterpart at the 
macrocosmic level of creation in the ‘Hiranyagarbha’. The latter therefore is the 
macrocosmic subtle aspect of the cosmic Consciousness very much like the Taijas is at 
the microcosmic level. 

The Taijas has all the constituent parts of the Ist step or stage (called the *Vishwa") 
as described in the preceding verse, but instead of being gross by the virtue of its 
association with the external gross world of material sense objects it now is in a subtle 
form as it is associated with a subtle world. Instead of being in contact with the deluding 
outside world involving its gross organs of action and perception, it is now more subtle in 
nature being based on the mind and its capacity to imagine and fly. [But it must 
nevertheless be noted that the Atma, the pure consciousness, still does not find pure peace 
and happiness as it is still buffeted by waves of emotions and influence of Vasanas in the 
subtle level of its existence during the dreaming state of its existence as much as it was 
distracted and influenced by the physical world during the waking state. The only 
obvious difference is that during the dreaming state there is no physical barriers and 
limitations that are natural to the gross body and the gross physical world which has 
limited the stupendous potentials of the Atma. As compared to the physical gross world, 
the subtle mind has stupendous powers and potentials—the mind can fly and imagine 
things that were simply incredulous to even speak of during the waking state, thereby 
lending the Atma with equal potentials to imagine and reach those realms where it could 
not ever hope to do while awake. In brief, the Swapna is called *subtle” as it gives *wings 
to the Atma' and enables it to perform deeds that it was unable to in the Jagrat state. The 
physical world while awake imposes certain inhibitions on the Atma, but all such fetters 
are removed while it dreams, and therefore it can do unimaginable things during its 
dream which would be unthinkable for it during its interaction with the world while in its 
waking state of existence. 

During the Swapna or dreaming state of existence, the external stimuli from the 
outside world cease to affect the mind, but the latent and inherent tendencies, called the 
various ‘Vasanas’, create an imaginary world of perceptions and actions which are far 
more colourful than the actual world of the waking state, and which form an independent 
world of their own, called the world of dreams. This state of the Atma is not gross like 
the Ist stage, and is called the subtle state of existence of the consciousness, or the Taijas 
state. 
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The word ‘Taijas’ is derived from the root ‘Tej’ meaning ‘energetic, fast, dynamic, 
agile, full of vigour and vitality’. It is obvious from the above discussion that the Atma 
does indeed possess these potentials during the dreaming state of its existence. The word 
‘Taijas’ also refers to light and its illumination. Hence, the Atma in this state is 
illuminated by the virtue of its inherent ability to create something from nothing—1.e. to 
‘dream’ of things that do not have any substance and then be convinced that this 
imaginary world is truthful.] (6). 

[Note—This Swapna or dreaming state of consciousness is equivalent to the second Paad 
or limb or aspect of Brahm. It is represented by Shatrughan, the second brother of Lord 
Ram. Refer verse no. | of this Canto 3. Shatrughan is an incarnation of Pradumna, the 
personified form of Kaam, the patron deity of passion and yearnings or Vasanas. The 
Vasanas reside in the heart of a creature, hence Shatrughan lives in the heart of all the 
creatures as their inherent desires and passions to overcome all hurdles and obtain their 
objective. The word ‘Shatrughan’ means ‘one who crushes all enemies'—1.e. the Atma is 
able to overcome all restrictions imposed by the gross physical world in order to reach its 
target determined by the Vasanas during the dreaming state. 

Since during the Swapna state of existence only Mana, i.e. the sub-conscious aspect 
of the mind and the subtle aspect of the heart, are active while the gross body sleeps or is 
absent, and that this Mana acts silently without any outwardly show of action, Shatrughan 
too lived a silent life and worked behind the curtain by carrying on with his assigned job 
of taking care of the daily affairs of the kingdom while Lord Ram was in the forest, and 
even later on after the Lord's return. The Ramayan, the epic story of Ram, has only few 
references to Shatrughan while it copiously praises Laxman for taking an active part in 
the deeds done by Lord Ram, especially the main purpose of overcoming the demons, 
and Bharat for his unwavering and untainted devotion for the Lord. The role of 
Shatrughan is of immense importance if one were to ponder who ran the kingdom while 
the Lord was away in the forest and also when he returned and was crowned. The nitty- 
gritty of administration of the vast empire was the responsibility of Shatrughan, but since 
he represented the ‘Swapna’ state of the cosmic Consciousness he preferred to word 
quietly and subtly behind the curtains instead of attempting to hog the limelight. 

Since he resides in the Mana, he is aware of the inner thoughts of all the creatures 
and is the patron deity of the Mana. He represents that aspect of the supreme Brahm that 
enables the Lord to know the inner thoughts of all living beings as well as to control these 
thoughts. 

Just the physical world is borne by Laxman in his primary form of Seshnath, the 

subtle world is borne by Shatrughan in his primary form as Pradumna or Kaam (in the 
form of Vasanas—inherent desires, yearnings and passions hidden in a man's inner self). 
The deity who is the patron of the subtle world would also be responsible for its upkeep, 
and would also enjoy the things of this subtle world. Hence, the subtle aspects of the 
seven worlds as described in note of verse no. 5 have Shatrughan as their patron deity and 
sustainer. Shatrughan interacts with them by employing the subtle aspects of the nineteen 
entities, called metaphorically as the ‘nineteen mouths’, as described for Laxman in note 
of verse no. 5. 

Since Praduman is another form of Kaam-deo (cupid), the deity of love and passions, 
he is deemed to be very charming, handsome and attractive—or he has a radiance of 
charm, majesty and glory effusing out of him in the form of Taijas (glow, radiance, light, 
illumination, halo). ] 
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7. The ‘sleeping state’ during which the person does not desire/wish to enjoy any of the 
objects of this materialistic world and is neither conscious of their existence, a state when 
he does not even dream of any imaginary non-existent world—such a state of existence 
of consciousness is called ‘Sushupta’ or the deep sleep state of consciousness. This state 
is beyond the dream state, and is the third state in the hierarchy of existences in which the 
Atma or the pure consciousness lives. It corresponds to the third Paad or limb or aspect of 
the supreme Brahm who is the cosmic Consciousness personified. 

Where the gross organs of the gross body represented by the organs of perception 
(eye, nose, ear, tongue and skin) and action (hand, leg, mouth, genitals and excretory), as 
well as the subtle organ represented by the mind and the intellect have become defunct or 
stand eliminated, this eclectic state of existence of the consciousness is called the 
Sushupta. 

The body which houses this state of the Atma is called the ‘causal body’. It is so- 
called because the Atma or pure consciousness that lives in this state is the entity that is 
the ‘cause’ of the creation of both the world of dreams in the Swapna state as well as the 
world of material sense objects during the Jagrat state. During this Sushupta state of 
consciousness, the entire world, both the real as well as the imaginary, coalesce and 
merge into nothingness or non-being. They are now most quietly and imperceptibly 
shrunk into the entity that was the ‘cause’ of their existence at all in the first place. That 
is why it is called the ‘causal’ body. 

The wise entity that was empowered with the knowledge that enabled it to create 
something and then sustain it is called ‘Pragya’. It lives in this causal body. This Pragya 
is none other than the Atma or the pure consciousness, also called the ‘true self? of the 
creature. This Atma of the individual is the microcosmic counterpart of the cosmic Atma 
of creation. At the individual level of the creature, it is called ‘Pragya’, while the same 
entity in its macrocosmic level is called ‘Ishwar’—or the supreme Lord. It is ‘Lord’ as it 
is the central Authority that not only determines the existence of both the worlds—the 
Swapna as well as the Jagrat—but presides over them, enjoys what they have to offer or 
suffers from them, and then decides when to get rid of them. 
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This state of Sushupta is indicative of the dissolution of creation as nothing then 
remains. Then two options are available—either the Atma reverts back to the earlier two 
states of existence, or proceed ahead to the fourth state of Turiya which is actually a 
permanent state of Sushupta. 

The entity living in the causal body and known as Pragya is one of its kinds; it has 
no duality and no parallels. It is an image of eternal bliss, beatitude and felicity, and it 1s 
wise, enlightened, realised and truthful. It is this entity that enjoys this world of eternal 
bliss and tranquility. It is pure consciousness and enlightenment personified. These 
virtues are its ‘mouth’, i.e. it accepts anything using these virtues as its accepting organs. 
In other words, it judges the world using the yardstick of enlightened consciousness, and 
not the way the mind had been judging it previously. The mind has a tendency to ‘fly’ in 
the vast sky of imagination, while the intellect *moves' on sound ground of logic and 
rationality. Wisdom and erudition weighs everything and makes the creature aware that 
what he believes to be real is actually false and misleading. This is the function of the 
enlightened Atma. Once this enlightenment dawns on the creature's horizon, he finds 
immense peace and tranquility. 

In terms of Vedanta, the causal body encloses the Atma which is surrounded by 
the bliss sheath. When this Atma is not disturbed by constant interference by the mind 
and the intellect, it remains oblivious of the outside world, and being comfortably 
ensconced in the bliss sheath, it remains blissful and peaceful. 

This Pragya aspect of the Atma or pure consciousness is the symbolic third Paad 
or limb or aspect of Brahm. 

[The soul of the creature is trapped in a body having these three layers of the body 
that are like sheaths that surround the soul—the gross body (verse no. 5), the subtle body 
(verse no. 6) and the causal body (verse no. 7). As soon as these are dissolved or 
removed, it (the Atma) enjoys a state of merger with the eternal Atma of the cosmos. Or 
in other words, the Atma becomes one with the Parmatma, the supreme transcendental 
Soul.] (7). 

[Note—This third state corresponds to Bharat, the third brother of Ram. Refer verse no. 2 
of this Canto 3. He epitomizes the virtues of devotion, faith, humility, probity, propriety, 
righteousness and conscientiousness, besides total detachment towards the material 
charms of the material world. He also exemplifies the virtues of Vairagya (renunciation, 
detachment, non-involvement with the material world and the charms of its sense 
objects), Yoga (meditation and concentration of one's faculties on the objective selected) 
and Tapa (sufferance, austerity, penance, self-control etc. for some great cause). 

Hence he shows what is needed if one is to achieve the goal of reaching the Lord— 
ie. he shows by example the virtues one must inculcate to obtain Mukti and Mokha. 
Therefore he is called the ‘Paad’ or limb of Lord Ram who is Brahm personified. He is 
the ‘third Paad” (limb) as the minimum number of legs required for anything, such as a 
stool, to be stabilized is ‘three’. In other words, if a spiritual aspirant desires to be 
established in his spiritual path he must follow the example of Bharat and inculcate the 
noble virtues which the latter implemented in his life. 

Where the gross organs represented by the organs of perception and action of the 
gross body, as well as the subtle organ represented by the mind and the intellect have 
become defunct or stand eliminated, this state of existence of the consciousness is called 
the Sushupta. During this state the person does not have any desire for enjoying the 
material objects of the external gross world nor of the subtle world that exists in one's 
dreams. That is, he is completely in a state of Vairagya or renunciation—this is how 
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Bharat lived in the middle of pomp and pelf of a flourishing kingdom. Hence he 
corresponds to the third state of Sushupta. 

He is not at all moved by the ups and downs of administrating a vast kingdom, 
remaining focused on meditation and contemplation. Hence he remains perpetually 
blissful and happy—the characteristic feature of the Sushupta state. 

He is an incarnation of Aniruddha because he enjoys uninterrupted bliss and 
continuous meditation. The word ‘Aniruddha’ means ‘without any obstacles; unhindered 
and unstopped”. 

Since he was most wise and thoughtful, he personified the Pragya aspect of the Atma 
in the third state of its existence.] 
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8. The supreme Atma or Consciousness that exists beyond the third state of Sushupta, i.e. 
that transcends the earlier three states related to this world, is said to be the fourth Paad or 
aspect of Brahm. It is called the Turiya state. 

The Atma that exists in this fourth state called the Turiya or transcendental state is 
the one that is said to be the creator of the other three states. [When the pure 
consciousness decides that it wishes to interact with the world, it would have to retrace 
the path followed to reach this higher spiritual state of Turiya—1.e. it would have to pass 
through all the three stages mentioned in verse no. 5-7. But if it decides to get rid of the 
world and find eternal peace, it need not do so. Then in such a case, the person who has 
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reached this fourth state of consciousness, called the Turiya, would remain in this world 
like other men but would be totally a changed man—he would be totally immune to this 
world and its charms as well as its pains; he would seem to be awake and going about his 
normal duties, but internally he would be in the state of deep sleep, not at all being aware 
of or interested in what the body, both its gross components as well as its subtle 
components, do. He would be virtually *sleep walking” as far as the world is concerned. 
All the characteristics that are enumerated in this verse below are of the Turiya state of 
consciousness.] 

The Atma in this Turiya or fourth state of existence is called the ‘Parmatma’ or 
the supreme Atma—for now it is not an ordinary Atma of the creature that is affected by 
the deluding influences of the world, but beyond such considerations. It is also known as 
the ‘Ishwar’ or the Lord of the creation—for now it has reached the state when it no 
longer relates it's self with the mundane world of material sense objects, its comforts and 
pleasures, but has risen high up to occupy a much exalted stature that makes it ‘superior’ 
to all the rest in creation. Such a high Atma is Parmatma and it is also the Ishwar or Lord 
of creation. It is called ‘Ishwar’ because it is the undisputed Lord of all that exists. It is 
this Atma that has not only created everything but also enjoys them and eliminates them 
should it want to do so. In other words, if a wise man so wishes he can forgo the 
attractions of the world in a second by just making a firm decision that he is not 
interested in them. This world exists only because the Atma or the consciousness which 
is the ‘true self? of a creature wishes it to exist. 

[According to Vedanta, Ishwar represents the sum-total of all the causal bodies in 
this creation. This is because Ishwar is the *cause' of coming into being of whatever that 
exists in this creation. Anything, no matter how inconsequential and miniscule, that has 
an existence owes its presence to the Ishwar. It is like the case of line or any other figure 
drawn on a piece of paper. Its origin is in the first ‘dot’ that was formed when the tip of 
the pen had first touched the paper. The line or the figure is merely an extension of this 
dot. If the line is retracted and seeks its original point it will come back to this dot. If 
there is no dot, the line cannot be drawn. Similarly, everything in this world has its origin 
in this single *Ishwar', and the rest is simply an extension of this Ishwar.] 

The supreme macrocosmic Atma or the cosmic Consciousness is the Soul of 
creation, and like its counterpart present in the causal body of the individual creature, it is 
also Pragya—1.e. it is wise, enlightened, awake, conscious, realised, intelligent, sagacious 
and erudite. 

This Parmatma is all-knowing and omniscient as it lives inside the secret inner 
chambers of the creation in the form of the Atma of all the creatures. Being an insider, he 
knows everything; nothing is hidden or out of sight of him. 

Being a resident inside the bosom of all the creatures in the form of their Atma, 
and being all-pervading, immanent and omnipresent by the virtue of it being the most 
subtle and sublime entity known as ‘consciousness’ in creation, this Parmatma is known 
as ‘Antaryaami’—one who lives inside and known everything that is not known to the 
outside world. 

Parmatma or the cosmic Atma is the cause of everything in existence—hence it is 
the supreme Creator. It is this Atma that is the origin of all the Bhuts (elements), their 
sustenance and growth, and their final resting place. [Refer to the example of the line or 
any other figure having their origin in the single ‘dot’ as described above.] 
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Since it is ‘consciousness’ personified, it follows that it does not need any other 
thing to be its own cause—simply because it is ‘consciousness’ that makes ‘life’ possible 
in creation, it is ‘consciousness’ that magically transforms a lifeless gross body into an 
active and vigorous creature, and if ‘consciousness’ is removed from this world, it would 
be absolutely worthless and lifeless. Left to its own accord, this world would not be able 
to remain alive or revive its self in case ‘consciousness’ decides to abandon it. 

The cosmic Atma or Consciousness is a complete neutral entity and characterized 
by paradoxes. For instance, it is neither introvert nor extrovert. It is an embodiment and a 
fount of wisdom, erudition, enlightenment, sagacity and knowledge on the one hand, but 
ironically it appears to exhibit the opposite virtues by allowing it’s self to be 
accompanied or engulfed by Maya (delusions) that has helped this Atma to create the 
world on the other hand. 

This cosmic Atma is all-knowing as well as ignorant. It is omniscient but remains 
indifferent and neutral to all forms of knowledge. It remains merely a mute spectator, a 
mere witness and a neutral observer of all that is happening around it, giving the 
impression that it is ignorant and dumb. Its neutral state is often misinterpreted as it being 
ignorant and dumb. The neutrality of the Atma is due to the fact that it is renunciation and 
dispassion personified; it remains indifferent to all delusions and hallucinations that are 
the hallmarks of this creation. But since it has to remain in this world, it appears to be 
influenced by all the taints that characterize this world. This is the Jagrat as well as the 
Swapna states of consciousness depending upon the level of grossness or subtlety. | 

It is uniformly and universally present in all the creature of creation as their Atma, 
and in fact the entire creation is nothing but its image, but still each individual creature is 
unique and different from the other, fights others as if they were different from his own 
self, and there is so much diversity and dichotomy in creation that it defies 
comprehension. 

The Atma is said to be almighty so much so that its mere wish can create and 
destroy the world, but ironically it requires the aid of the ‘Shakti’ or energy and power 
and dynamism of Nature to do anything at all. [This is best understood by the story of 
Ramayana itself. Lord Ram was Brahm personified, and therefore he should have killed 
the demon king Ravana by mere wish, instead of having to go to Lanka to do so. Then 
there are versions of Ramayana, such as the Adbhut Ramayana of Valmiki and Adhyatma 
Ramayana of Veda Vyas which tell how it was Sita, an incarnation of Brahm’s Shakti, 
that had actually helped the Lord accomplish the astounding deeds that he is credited for. ] 

This Atma is so small and subtle as well as sublime that it cannot be heard, seen, 
felt, touched, smelt or held. It is not an object that can be used in the conventional sense a 
man uses other entities of creation. 

It has no attributes, qualifications and dimensions that can be quantified and 
measured. It has never been visibly seen or observed, it has never been practically used 
and experimented with, and it has never been comprehended, grasped or caught either by 
the mind-intellect complex or by the sense organs of perception and action. 

It has no specific characteristics, qualities, virtues or attributes that can be used to 
define and qualify it. It is such a miraculous and inexplicable entity that it cannot be 
incorporated as a subject that can comprehended by deep research and ponderings. It is 
beyond the purview of thought, imagination, intellect and conception. [That is, this 
supreme entity cannot be reduced to any physical matter that can be researched and 
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experimented in a laboratory. It cannot be made a subject to be judged by the calculating 
mind which has a natural tendency to reduce everything to logic and rationality.] 

It cannot be even indicated or represented by indirect methods, such as by the use 
of signs, formulas, symbolism, metaphors, similes, analogues and examples. The only 
proof of its explicit and holistic truthfulness 1s the subtle and un-explainable divine and 
ethereal experience of the authority of the pure conscious Atma that is experienced by 
attained and self-realised seekers. This supreme, ethereal, divine and holy entity is 
completely devoid of any delusions and falsehoods, any deceit and artificiality. 

It cannot be comprehended as it is beyond the scope of the mind and intellect. 
There is nothing in existence that can be used to compare the Atma with. There is no sign 
that can be used to indicate anything about the Atma. The only way to know the Atma is 
to *experience and witness its presence” in the form of the consciousness and other vital 
life-factors. [That is, if one were to search an entity with these virtues, and if one were to 
seek this soul as a treasure-house with certain attributes that helps to define it in certain 
terms, one would fail in his search. This is because the soul has no grossness and density 
that can be perceived by the sense organs including the mind and the intellect.] 

It is absolutely calm, peaceful, serene and tranquil; it is beautiful and auspicious; 
it is the ultimate Truth and Reality; it is the benevolent benefactor of all and provides all 
auspiciousness and welfares (i.e. it is 'Shiva"). 

Such a unique, divine, incomprehensible and incomparable cosmic Consciousness 
is regarded by those who are wise and in the know of things as the ‘Advaitya Brahm’. 
This Brahm is an eternal, majestic, powerful, sublime, fascinating, almighty and 
stupendously magnificent entity [That is, the supreme entity known as Brahm has unique 
and apparently paradoxical characteristics enumerated here. This makes Brahm one of its 
kinds, because it is impossible to duplicate them. Advaitya means non-dual. Hence the 
Brahm that is unique and without parallel is *Advaitya'. The Brahm that is uniform and 
universal, that is irrefutably and unequivocally one and not two inspite of the countless 
forms in which it has revealed itself in this creation is ‘Advaitya’. The Brahm that is both 
visible as well as invisible, that is here as well as there, is *Advaitya”. The Brahm that is 
in the present as it was in the past and would remain the same in the future—is 
* Advaitya'.] 

Those who are well-versed in the essence of all spiritual and metaphysical 
knowledge, those who are blessed with wisdom and erudition that has enabled them to 
have deep insight into the fundamental universal truth of everything in its essential form, 
call this supreme transcendental Truth and the ultimate Reality recognized as ‘Brahm’ 
and the ‘cosmic Atma’ or ‘Consciousness’ in this creation, as the fourth Paad or limb or 
step or form of Brahm. 

In other words, the wisdom to understand what has been said of Brahm in this 
verse is the fourth and the last step to realise the truthful and essential nature of the 
supreme transcendental Brahm, about the Atma, about the pure consciousness that exists 
at both the macrocosmic as well as the microcosmic levels of creation at the same time. 
[This fourth Paad is equivalent to the Turiya state of consciousness because it transcends 
the mundane and moribund existence of the Atma in this physical gross body that is 
bound to this physical gross world of material sense objects, thereby forcing the 
otherwise eternally free, ethereal, sublime and subtle Atma (the consciousness) to lead a 
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trapped and deluded existence as long as it remains confined to this gross body and 


attracted to the gross world. and forced to live in and interact with and .] (8). 


[Note—The fourth Paad or aspect of Brahm is personified as Lord Ram. All the 
characteristics described in this verse are reflected in the life of Lord Ram. For instance, 
in the story of Ramayana we find that though Lord Ram was an incarnation of the all- 
knowing and omniscient Brahm but still he had searched for Sita like an ordinary man 
when she was abducted by Ravana, the demon king of Lanka. Though he is almighty, he 
had to take the help of the monkey army to conquer Lanka and retrieve Sita. Though he is 
Advaitya and single, he was always accompanied by Sita and one of his companions, 
such as his brothers, or one of the monkey or demon friends that he had made during his 
trip to Lanka. Though he is neutral and dispassionate, he had wailed for Sita when she 
was kidnapped like an ordinary man who loses his dear wife. 

From the metaphysical perspective all the events in the life of Lord Ram teach a wise 
man how the immaculate Atma gets mired in this world if it allows itself to get involved 
in its mundane affairs. Though the Atma of the creature 1s well aware that the world and 
all its material sense objects are false, entrapping and deluding, but still it remains 
engrossed in it as if it did not know its truth. Every man knows that he would die, but still 
he continuous to hoard wealth for the ‘future’ which might never come.] 
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9. The true understanding of the divine nature and cosmic nature of the Atma/soul or the 
pure consciousness is possible with the advice and guidance given by self-realised, wise, 
erudite and enlightened teachers as well as ancient scriptures. It can be understood, 
comprehended and grasped only with the aid of an uncorrupt, unbiased and sharp mind 
that is analytical, rationale, intelligent and receptive. 

This Atma/soul is eternally self-luminous, brilliant, radiant and splendorous—1.e. 
it is always enlightened and wise, it is self-realised and all-knowing, it is free from 
ignorance and its accompanying darkness. 

It is free from the tainting affects of Avidya or lack of true knowledge—i.e. the 
Atma, left to its own devices, would never do anything that is in-auspicious, unrighteous, 
unholy, improper and unscrupulous. [From the practical point of view we can regard it as 
the inner voice that invariably warns a person by ringing a bell inside his inner self 
whenever he is about to commit anything that is wrong. His 'conscience' would 
immediately object. This first objection that arises from the inner self is the voice of the 
Atma that resists all unrighteous deeds and thoughts. That the man overlooks them and 
continues nevertheless with his evil designs is the reason why the Atma—which is the 
man's ‘true self’—is forced to suffer from the misdeeds done by the body and the mind. 
Had the man listened to his inner voice he would not only have prevented himself from 
much physical sufferings but would also have given his Atma true peace. But 
unfortunately this does not happen— because the allurements of the physical world and 
the desire to gratify the sense organs of the body, the various inherent Vasanas or worldly 
passions and yearnings, and Vrittis or tendencies and habits that are part of his nature, 
and such other elements are too strong to be easily overcomes.] 

All actions and deeds that have their genesis in ignorance and delusions, or that 
which are done are inspired by ignorance and delusions which are due to lack of wisdom, 
truthful knowledge and awareness of the reality, cast their negative shadow on the 
otherwise immaculate nature of the Atma. [The Atma is pure consciousness that remains 
free from being attached to the body that actually does the deeds. When the creature 
comes under the influence of delusions, he thinks that his body is his true ‘self’ instead of 
the Atma. This is due to ignorance about the reality and the truths, making the creature 
erroneously think that it is the Atma that does the deed, whereas in fact it is the body that 
is actually involved.] 

The devotee prays to and worships Lord Ram so that the Lord eliminates such 
negative aspects of his Atma and removes the darkness of ignorance as well as its 
deluding effects that shackles the person in its vice-like grip. 

The Atma (pure Consciousness; the Soul) is *Advaitya —1.e. it is eternally one, 
without a second, unique, non-dual, indivisible, immutable and peerless. 

It (the Atma or consciousness) is an embodiment of supreme, absolute and 
universal * Anand'—4.e. it is always in a state of bliss, happiness, peace and tranquility. 

It (the Atma or consciousness) is the foundation and the resting place for all that 
exists. 

It (the Atma or consciousness) is the only majestic authority and the supreme 
power in existence. 

It (the Atma or consciousness) does not have any trace of the spiritual darkness 
created by Avidya (ignorance about the spiritual truths) and Moha (attachments and 
longings for this material world and the body that are accompaniments of Avidya). [The 
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Atma is not attracted to the fascinating charms of this world nor have any desire to enjoy 
them or hoard them because it is well aware of their perishable nature and the web of 
entanglements that they create in their wake. It is neither interested in the body because it 
is aware of its imperishable nature too. It keeps a safe distance from both the world as 
well as the body both of which are gross, perishable and ensnaring by nature. The Atma 
is a separate entity, and it is merely a witness to what is happening around it. Neither 
does the Atma suffer from anything in this world nor does it feel happy from anything. 
When a wise and intelligent person understands this, he is said to have reached the 
"Iuriya state -—for now he lives in this world with complete detachment and 
indifference.] 

In other words, if a man comes to realise what his ‘true self” is, if he understands 
it to be the pure Atma which is consciousness personified, hence an image of Brahm, the 
cosmic Consciousness, all darkness in the form of Avidya and Moha are immediately 
dispelled. He is filled with the light of realisation; he is illuminated with the brilliant light 
of ‘enlightenment. Obviously, where there is light there cannot be darkness! 

With this enlightenment and wisdom, the spiritual aspirant would realise that ‘he’, 
i.e. his ‘true self”, is the same Atma that is endorsed by all the scriptures as being the 
supreme Atma of creation, and which is described by the name of ‘Ram’ in this 
Upanishad. This Atma of the individual creature and the cosmic Atma of the whole 
creation is the same Brahm who has revealed himself as Lord Ram. 

Lord Ram is none but the self-illuminated and brilliant cosmic Brahm. He is the 
Supreme Being himself personified. There is no duality or distinction between any of the 
three entities known as the Atma, Brahm and Ram. 

Lord Ram is as indefinable and incomprehensible as is the supreme 
transcendental Brahm. [In earlier part of this Upanishad it has been asserted that Lord 
Ram is no ordinary human being but Brahm, the Supreme Being himself personified. 
Since Brahm is synonymous with the Atma, and since the Atma resides in the subtle heart 
of all living beings as their ‘pure self”, it follows that when a spiritual aspirant truthfully 
becomes ‘self-realised’ he would see that ‘he’ (as his Atma and not the gross body) and 
*Ram' (the divine Brahm and not the gross body of a prince of Ayodhya) are one and the 
same holy, sublime and divine entity called the *Advaitya Brahm'—the non-dual Brahm. 

When this actually happens, it is said that such a person has reached the pinnacle 
of spiritualism, and he is deemed to have attained freedom from Avidya, Moha and 
Maya—that is, he has attained Mukti or Moksha (spiritual liberation, deliverance, 
salvation and emancipation.] 

Such a realised spiritual aspirant should think ‘That is me/T—'So-a-Ham". There 
is no difference between me and the supreme Brahm who has revealed himself as Lord 
Ram. It is this Ram that is being lauded and worshipped in the Mantras which address the 
Lord as Ram Chandra, Ram Bhadra etc. 

Lord Ram who is eternally enlightened and self-illuminated, is honoured and 
recognized by the eclectic but most esoteric terms used to address him, such as *OM' (the 
Beej Mantra of Brahm and the ethereal word which is said to the parent of all Mantras), 
‘Tat’ (that), ‘Sat’ (truth), ‘Yat (is), ‘Param’ (supreme). 

Indeed, that divine and transcendental Lord Ram who is addressed by these terms 
and who is beyond the comprehension of the mind and reach of the faculty of speech is 
no one else but ‘I’ or ‘Me’. 
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Constant reflection on this eclectic Mantra and keeping the mind focused on the 
irrefutable truth of this great Maha Vakya (‘So-a-Ham’) would finally establish oneness 
between the spiritual aspirant and Lord Ram who is none but Brahm personified. In other 
words, this way of meditation and contemplation would help the spiritual aspirant to 
establish oneness between himself and the supreme Brahm in the form of Lord Ram. In 
other words, the wise aspirant should endeavour to establish oneness and non-duality 
between his own Atma and the supreme transcendental Atma of the cosmos known as 
Brahm or Ram (9). 

[Note—'So-a-Ham is one of the famous Maha Vakyas of the Vedas. The word ‘that’ 
refers to Brahm, while ‘me or I’ refers to the Atma which is the true identity of the 
aspirant. There are countless Upanishads that describe the Maha Vakyas. For instance— 
(i) Rig Veda—Atmabodha Upanishad. (1i) Sam Veda—Chandogya Upanishad, Canto 6, 
section 16, verse no. 3 (Tattwamasi). (iii) Shukla Yajur Veda—Paingalo-panishad, Canto 
3, verse no. 2-3, 8; Mandal Brahmin Upanishad, Brahman 2, section 2, verse no. 5; 
Brahman 2, section 4, verse no. 4; Brahman 3, section 1, verse no. 6; Brahman 3, section 
2, verse no. 2; Adhyatma Upanishad, verse nos. 2, 10 (So-a-Ham), 30-31 (Tattwamasi). 
(iv)Krishna Yajur Veda—Shukar Rahasayo-panishad, verse no. 22; Kaivalya Upanishad, 
verse no. 16; Sarwasaar Upanishad, verse no. 12-14; Varaaha Upanishad, Canto 4, verse 
nos. 32, 37; Avadhut Upanishad, verse no. 2. (v) Atharva Veda— Atma Upanishad; 
Naradparivrajak Upanishad, Canto 7, verse no. 8; Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan 
Upanishad, Canto 5, paragraph no. 15 (‘So-a-Ham’); Canto 6, paragraph no. 22 (“Twam 
Brahmasmi’; ‘Aham Brahmasmi’; ‘Twamewaaham’; ‘Ahamev Twam’); Canto 8, 
paragraph no. 5 (‘Brahmaasmi’ or I am Brahm; ‘Ahamasmi’ or Indeed it is I/me; 
*Brahmahamasmi” or I am indeed Brahm; ‘Yoahamasmi’ or That is I/me; 
*Brahmaamashmi” or Brahm is I/me; ‘Ahamevaaham’ or I am indeed I/me.); Ram 
Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 13-14 (Tat Twam Asi—That Art Thou).] 

This is in consonance with the philosophy of the Upanishads that stress that the 
Atma, the truthful identity of the creature, is none other than Brahm. That is why an 
enlightened one says that ‘I am Brahm’; or ‘I and Brahm are one’. There is no sense of 
pride and haughtiness or vanity and self-praise in it; it is a statement of truthful 
conviction said from the heart which is devoid of all imposture and deceit. Such an 
enlightened person is not expected to boast and expect false honours from this world. 
This conclusion derived at by logical reasoning will inculcate the feeling in the 
seeker/aspirant that he posses all the grand and holy characteristics, virtues and attributes 
associated with the divinity known as Lord Ram—such as possessing supreme bliss, 
peace, tranquility and serenity, being eternal and imperishable, have unadulterated 
enlightenment, wisdom, erudition and truthful knowledge, being endowed with the 
splendorous and dazzling light of enlightenment that comes with self-realisation, etc. All 
these make the aspirant feel self-illuminated like the supreme Lord himself; he acquires 
those majestic and mystical spiritual powers that come with self-realisation. This gives 
the aspirant a high degree of blissfulness and complete sense of fulfillment. ] 
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10. Those wise, erudite, enlightened and self-realised people who come to understand the 
basic, universal and absolute spiritual truth about their ‘real self, known as the Atma, as 
being a personification of Lord Ram—that there is no difference or duality between them 
and the supreme Lord of creation known as Brahm who had revealed himself as Lord 
Ram, well surely, such persons are not to be defined as being ordinary humans. 

On the contrary, they are deemed to be liberated, delivered and freed from the 
fetters of ignorance and delusions that keeps ordinary, less fortunate and ignorant people 
eternally shackled to this gross body and equally gross world'. 

Such wise, spiritually enlightened and self-realised men are said to be an image of 
Lord Ram himself. There is no doubt in it. 

This is an Upanishad, and therefore it speaks the truth. Hence, those who 
understand the truth of its teaching do indeed find Mukti—they are spiritually liberated 
and delivered from the fetters of ignorance and delusions; they are spiritually liberated 
from this gross body and the gross world; they find emancipation and salvation for 
themselves.' [But it must be noted that belief in the oneness of the Atma and Brahm, as 
well as the fact that the Atma is one's true self should be sincere and honest. To bear 
fruit, it must be truthfully accepted, without an 1ota of doubt, with a clear conscious, and 
without having any pretensions and deceit in one's heart.]' 

This is how sage Yagyawalkya preached sage Bharadwaj (10). 

[Note—'This is because ignorant people treat the body as their true self, and the world as 
the real thing and the main goal of life. Since both the body and the world are perishable 
and gross by nature, such people never do find permanent peace and happiness. They 
keep of being tossed around like a ship on a rough ocean. They feel miserable and 
restless due to this tossing and turmoil that is so very characteristic of this world. But 
once they realise that their ‘self? is not the body but it the Atma which is separate from 
the body and only lives in it, they would treat this body as an alien thing or an extraneous 
element. Now they begin to wonder why they had acquired this body in the first place if 
the Atma is their ‘self? instead of the body. Then they search for an answer and find it in 
the scriptures that clearly tell them that this unfortunate situation befalls upon the creature 
because it had wrongly identified its *self" with the gross body and then indulged madly 
in an equally gross world in some past time, and the present dilemma is due to the 
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accumulated affects of all those mistakes. Then obviously a wise man would not repeat 
the same mistakes again so as to land him once again in the same trouble. In other words, 
in the present life a wise, enlightened and self-realised man would treat himself as 
distinct from the body and the world, and instead think that he is a divine entity having an 
exalted origin. This would prevent him from committing the same mistakes that had 
landed his Atma in the present state in this world. Besides this, from the practical 
standpoint also when a man thinks in positive terms his entire personality undergoes a 
drastic change. He overcomes his negativity and dejection of spirits that bog down his 
progress in life and keeps him chained to miseries and agonies—some of them real and 
more of them imaginary. When one thinks *I am big and noble”, he indeed becomes one 
as compared to a man who thinks negatively and finds that he is surrounded by 
unhappiness and miseries all around him.] 


Thus ends Canto 3 of Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad 
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Chapter-2, Canto-4 
The significance and importance of the ‘Avimukta Kshetra & Tarak Mantra’ 
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[This Canto is dedicated to highlighting the significance and importance of the 
* Avimukta Kshetra’ & *Tarak Mantra’. It is to be read in conjunction with Cantos 1 and 2 
of this Upanishad.] 


1. Once, sage Atri asked sage Yagyawalkya—'How can I know about the ‘Chidaatma’ 
(the pure conscious Atma that is the cosmic Consciousness personified, and is wise, 
enlightened and intelligent; the Atma that resides in all the living beings as their soul, and 
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forms their enlightened ‘self’, their true self and identity) that is described as being 
‘Anant’ (literally meaning an entity that is without an end, is eternal, infinite and 
imperishable), ‘Avinaashi’ (imperishable; eternal) and ‘Avyakta’ (an entity which is not 
manifest, is unknown and indescribable; is invisible, indefinable, nameless, formless, 
incomprehensible and attribute-less)? [This Atma is also honoured by other epithets, such 
as being ‘Paripurna’ (an entity that is complete in all respects, is fulfilled, is self- 
sufficient, and wants nothing), and as being an embodiment of the virtue of ‘Anand’ (full 
of bliss, happiness, felicity and beatitude)] (1). 
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2. The famous sage Yagyawalkya replied—'Such an exalted Atma which is eternal and 
indescribable is said to be symbolically established in the spiritual realm called the 
* Avimukta Kshetra’. That is why a sincere spiritual seeker should endeavour to worship 
and honour as well as contemplate and meditate upon the Atma there.” (2). 
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4. Sage Yagyawalkya answered— That place is situated between ‘Varanaa’ and 
*Naashi' ^ (4). 
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5. Atri asked—‘Who or what are ‘Varanaa’ and ‘Naashi’?’ (5). 
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6. Yagyawalkya replied—'That which stops or puts a leash on or restricts all the evil 
consequences of whatever has been done by the creature using his sense organs of the 
body over many generations is called ‘Varanaa’. Or, that which prevents the creature 
from committing more sins and misdeeds with his sense organs, that which stop his 
further spiritual downfall and moral degradation, is called ‘Varanaa’. [The word ‘Vaaran’ 
means to stop, to prohibit, to sensor, to restrict). 

Similarly, that which not only destroys, eliminates, crushes, purges or catheterizes 
all the sins and evil deeds done by the creature but also overcomes their evil 
consequences for his benefit (so that he does not have to face sufferance from their 
negative affects, and is ensured of his spiritual welfare) is called *Nashi'. [The word 
*Naash' means to destroy and eliminate, to purge and remove.]' (6). 

[Note—The literal meaning of the word Avimukta is ‘that which is not liberated; that 
which is bound”. The word here signifies that the creature who is presently not liberated 
can find his spiritual liberation if he takes the recourse of finding shelter in the Avimukta 
Kshetra. In other words, a living being who is bound to this mundane world of delusions 


and artificiality due to his ignorance and also due to the entangling effects of his 
accumulated past deeds but has realised his follies and pathetic condition, and who is 
sincerely yearning to break free from the fetters that pillory him to this deluding world of 
transmigration and its accompanying horrors, can find his spiritual liberation and 
deliverance if he takes the shelter of the Avimukta Kshetra. This would help him to 
finally break free from the vicious cycle of birth and death and its accompanying horrors. 
Hence, ‘Avimukta’ site is ‘that place where those who are yet not spiritually free reside in 
order to get future spiritual freedom'. 

The word *Vaaran', from which *Varanaa' has been derived, means to stop, prohibit, 
obstruct, prevent or bar, while *Naashi' refers to elimination and destruction. From the 
perspective of this terrestrial world, the Avimukta Kshetra that is located between 
Varanaa and Naashi is called ‘Varanasi’, a city in northern India and situated on the 
banks of the holy river Ganges. It is said to be the terrestrial abode of Lord Shiva, and it 
is here that it is believed that Shiva utters the Tarak Mantra in the ears of a dying man so 
that the latter gets Mukti. Refer also to verse no. 9-10 below. 

From the spiritual and metaphysical perspective, the composite word refers to that 
place which has the majestic and mystical spiritual potential and power not only to stop 
the creature's further spiritual decline but also to help him redeem himself from the bad 
or negative consequences of his past misdemeanors. It is like a holy site where the 
pilgrim goes seeking salvation. There, he would take a bath in a river or pond to clean 
himself and then go to some shrine to pay his obeisance to the presiding deity of the place 
and seek the latter's blessings. In the present case, the 'cleaning of the body' is a 
metaphoric way of saying that an aspirant washes off all his past misdeeds by sincerely 
regretting for them, and taking a vow of not repeating his mistakes again. If he indeed 
succeeds in turning a new leaf in his life, if he indeed improves himself and becomes a 
changed man, and if he sticks to his new chosen path then it is sure that his spiritual 
redemption is at hand. He must be ready to atone for his past sins by undergoing 
sufferance as a token of his punishment, but all future torments would be eliminated. 

Such a man is considered wise and enlightened as he would be eagerly searching for 
the ‘truth’ that has been lauded in the Upanishads, and in order to find this ‘truth’ he 
would be honestly following the advice of these Upanishads. Obviously when a man 
follows the instructions of a learned teacher, who in this case is the Upanishad itself, with 
faith and conviction, he is bound to be successful in his endeavours. Therefore, a man 
who understands the actual meaning and significance of the term Avimukta vis-à-vis his 
Atma (i.e. his true ‘self?) and how it impinges on his spiritual welfare is sure to find 
Mukti or Moksha for himself—that is, he is assured of liberation and deliverance from 
the evil affects of his sins and misdeeds, and consequentially find emancipation and 
salvation for himself. 

A sincere aspirant would set his house in order by exercising the greatest of restraint 
on his wayward sense organs and prevent them from acting in an unscrupulous and 
unrighteous manner. He would endeavour to eliminate all the accumulated scum of his 
life in the form of the evil affects of his reckless past deeds done out of ignorance that has 
burdened his soul till now. He would divert his attention and mind away from both the 
world of material sense objects as well as from the gross body and its need for 
gratification, and instead turn it inwards towards his inner self and nobler goals in life. By 
realizing that the body and the world are perishable and entrapping by nature, he would 
keep his Atma away from their clutches. 

But for this to be effective the aspirant has to be sincere and committed. Pretensions 
can cheat the people of the world, but they cannot cheat one’s own ‘self’. The 
precondition for salvation and emancipation of the Atma is sincerity of purpose and 
commitment on the part of the spiritual aspirant. 
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The realisation by the creature of the fact that he has indeed been wayward and 
sinful, and that all his present sufferings are a result of his past misdeeds, is the first step 
towards Mukti. Then he would look for a way out of his predicament and find the 
solution in the teaching of the Upanishads. He would then grasp this lifeline with both 
hands and follow it till emancipation and salvation is indeed available to him. Naturally 
his life would become exemplary and free from further sins. This would ensure that he 
gets freedom from the continuous cycle of miseries and torments to which he was 
hitherto bonded. 

The study of the Upanishads and practice of their eclectic principles and philosophies 
kindles ‘self-realisation’ in the spiritual apirant when he realises who he actually is, and 
what the difference between his ‘true self? and the body as well as the rest of the gross 
world is. He becomes wise and enlightened about the eclectic existence of the divine but 
most esoteric entity known as the ‘Atma’ or pure consciousness. He realises that the real 
subtle and sublime truth is something different from the gross world and the gross body. 
So he is freed from the strong fetter of ignorance that had shackled him so far to the 
world as well as the body. Identifying himself with the ethereal Atma instead of the gross 
body is in its self finding Mukti—1.e. it is being freed from the limitations and shackling 
effects of the body and the world in which the aspirant lives, it is being delivered from 
the horrible cycle of ignorance and its accompanying delusions. | 


GATT LIA Vadis lll 


katamaccasya sthanam bhavatiti // 7 // 


m- Se afege aa sp sree war aia (at fe wet) 8? (5)! 


7. Sage Atri asked—‘Where is the symbolic location of this Avimukta site from the 
spiritual perspective of the aspirant? That is, where can one hope to find this spiritually 
important holy site besides its terrestrial location (between the Varanaa and the Naashi as 
described in verse nos. 3-6)?’ (7). 


yar aa: ar: wow defer wees a afetadifa | wae ufu cub susc 
sored sft | afar sore sft | Sofa HAASE at ar waded aes dedi 


bhruvorghranasya ca yah sandhih sa esa dyaurlokasya parasya ca sandhirbhavatiti / 
etadvai sandhim sandhyam brahmavida upasata iti / so'vimukta upasya iti / 


so'vimuktam jhānamācaste yo vaetadevam vediti // 8 // 
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8. Sage Yagyawalkya replied—‘The point in the forehead where the root of the nose 
meets the point that lies between the two eye-brows' is called the metaphysical or the 
spiritual site of *Avimukta'. This point is symbolic of the illuminated heaven where the 
supreme Atma or Brahm has its abode’. 

This junction point is also called ‘Sandhya’—literally meaning a place where two 
units or entities unite or join together. This is because it symbolizes the point where the 
Duloka (the lower heaven) meets the immensely illuminated Param Dham (the upper 
heaven or the supreme abode of the Supreme Being). Indeed, those who are well-versed 
in the metaphysical knowledge of the supreme transcendental Brahm regard this point as 
the place where one can come in direct contact with Brahm’. 

Those who are well versed in the knowledge of Brahm worship him at this point 
while they do their daily worship known as "Sandhya”. 

Hence, in order to attain Mukti, or spiritual liberation and final deliverance from 
the body and the world, a wise man should worship the invisible and indescribable 
supreme Lord (1.e. Brahm manifested as the cosmic Consciousness known as the Atma of 
creation) by residing in the Avimukta Kshetra. 

He must understand that this ‘Avimukta Kshetra’ has two locations—from the 
physical point of view it is located in the terrestrial world between Varanaa and Naashi 
(as described in verse nos. 3-6, which corresponds to the holy city of Varanasi, also 
known as Kashi), and from the metaphysical and spiritual point of view it is located in 
the forehead between the two eyebrows (where the third eye of wisdom is located and 
where the aspirant experiences extreme bliss and ecstasy if his Pran is concentrated 
here—as described in the present verse no. 8)*. 

Only such a wise, realised and enlightened person who has understood where the 
Avimukta Kshetra is really located (from the spiritual point of view) is competent to 
teach others about it. Verily, such a person who is aware of this site is certainly liberated 
and delivered; he is certainly entitled to preach about the essential knowledge of the 
eternal and truthful Atma to others”. [This is natural, as only a person who knows 
something can tell others about it. The rest of the people are imposters and only mislead 
others.] (8). 

[Note— It is believed that at the time of creation, the supreme Brahm entered the body 
of the creature through the Brahm-randhra, the hair-like slit in the cranium, and took up 
his residence in the mind. Refer Aeiteriya Upanishad of the Rig Veda tradition, Section 1, 
Canto 3, verse no. 12. That is why the head is the area of the body where the man's 
faculty of reasoning, reflection, thoughts, analysis and intelligence are located—because 
Brahm is all-knowing and omniscient. 

"The word Sandhya refers to the place in the forehead where the two Naadis called 
‘Ida’ and ‘Pingla’ coming from the base of the spine and passing through the two nostrils 
come to meet each other at the root of the nose. It is here that the Sushumna Naadi, the 
most important nerve coming from the base of the spine and through which the vital Pran 
(life forces) rises up when the Kundalini is ignited, also meets these two Naadis, thereby 
creating a vibration in the nerves of the head, which in turn results in titillating them and 
creating an extreme sensation of ecstasy and bliss. 


The internal point in the forehead where the two eyebrows meet the root of the nose 
is said to the location of the so-called *symbolic third eye of wisdom'. This is the area of 
the head where a man's faculty of reasoning, reflection, thoughts, analysis and 
intelligence are located. That is why when we ponder deeply upon something, our 
forehead furrows automatically as a sign of intense concentration of all the faculties of 
the mind. 

According to the philosophy of Yoga, this is the point where the ascetic who 
diligently follows the rules of meditation and contemplation focuses his Pran (life forces, 
including the consciousness) by pulling it up from all other parts of the body by means of 
various techniques, such as Pranayam (breath control), Aasans (various sitting postures), 
Bandhas (restrictions on the body) etc. And it is here that he experiences an extreme 
sense of spiritual thrill or ecstasy. The area of the head higher than this point is said to be 
the abode of Brahm. When the Pran moves ahead on its onwards journey, it reaches the 
top of the skull and finally escapes through the Brahm-Randhra, the hair-like slit on the 
cranium from which it is believed Brahm had entered the man's body at the time of 
creation and took up his residence in the head. This is the reason why the virtues of 
intelligence, wisdom, reasoning, thinking etc. are all located in the head rather than in any 
other part of the creature's body—simply because Brahm is synonymous with these 
grand qualities. 

According to the philosophy of Kundalini Yoga—which pertains to obtaining 
spiritual bliss as well as liberation from the fetters of the gross body by the kindling of 
the cosmic energy lying trapped and untapped inside the body in the form of a spiral coil 
at the bottom of the spinal cord—when the vital energy of Kundalini is aroused, it snakes 
up the spinal cord through the Sushumna Naadi and enters this area of the forehead 
mentioned in this verse. When this happens, the practitioner experiences an extreme 
sense of spiritual ecstasy and bliss not to be found elsewhere. The energy of the 
Kundalini acts more like the rocket that propels the Atma or pure consciousness of the 
creature towards the realisation of its true potentials by rising high and leaving the 
mundane affairs of the body and the world behind. Once the creature tastes the nectar of 
bliss and ecstasy which had been eluding him all through his life, he would naturally not 
like to revert to his earlier state of sorrows and miseries. The aspirant metaphorically 
experiences the presence of Brahm in the head when he experiences extreme bliss and 
ecstasy, a high degree of beatitude and felicity, because Brahm is synonymous with these 
virtues. 

This concept has been elaborately described in the Shukla Yajur Veda's Advai Tarak 
Upanishad, verse no. 3; Tarsar Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 1. 

The point of concentration referred above, according to Canto 3 of Saubhagya Laxmi 
Upanishad belonging to the Rig Veda tradition, is called the ‘Bhru Chakra’ or ‘Agya 
Chakra’. It is often called the ‘third eye of wisdom’. These Chakras are subtle and 
sublime energy centers in the body, and are extensively dealt with in all the Upanishads 
that deal with Yoga. This particular Chakra is said to control wisdom and enlightenment 
in a man; its colour is Indigo and it also regulates such virtues as fortitude, tolerance and 
forgiveness. 

"The word Sandhya also refers to a special ritual done by the Aryans three times a 
day—in the morning, midday and at sunset. The word Sandhya means a period or 
juncture point occurring three times a day when two periods of time meet each other — 
viz., morning, when the sun rises and darkness of the night meets the light of the day, 
noon when the pre-noon hours meet the post-noon hours and the sun is in its zenith in the 
sky, and evening hours when the sun is setting and lighted hours meet the dark hours. 
During these periods, Gayatri Mantra or any other devotional Mantra or hymns or prayers 
are said in honour of Sun-God or any other patron God of the devotee. Observation of 
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these sacraments are said to be very rewarding and beneficial for the person who does 
them. 

“If he is not able to physically live in the terrestrial Avimukta Kshetra, he would get 
the same benefit of spiritual liberation and deliverance if he makes Atma (pure 
consciousness; his ‘true self") symbolically live in the Avimukta Kshetra by focusing his 
attention (mind) and his Pran (vital life-forces of the body represented by the vital winds) 
in the area of the forehead narrated in this verse. [In fact, from the spiritual perspective 
this latter Avimukta Kshetra is of a greater importance as it is available to all the 
creatures in equal measure. It might not be practically feasible for each and every 
creature to go and live in the city of Kashi. Besides this, even if one is fortunate to get 
this benefit of being physically present in this holy city but remains engrossed in the 
affairs of the material world, pursuing its false charms and indulgent in its sense objects, 
or remains focused on the efforts to gratify the gross body and the natural urges of its 
sense organs—then his living in this terrestrial Avimukta Kshetra is of no value. Merely 
living in it would not provide him liberation, deliverance, emancipation or salvation. 

On the contrary, a person who lives an ordinary life in any ordinary village or city, 
but a righteous and auspicious life that is lived according to the prescription of the 
Upanishads, a person who practices the profound spiritual principles of Upanishads by 
seeing the supreme Brahm everywhere, and who practices meditation and contemplation 
by focusing his mind and his Pran in the Avimukta Kshetra that is symbolically present in 
the forehead is indeed able to attain the rewards as promised in this Upanishad. That is, 
such a wise and enlightened person does find Mukti and Moksha for himself even though 
he is not living in the city of Varanasi or Kashi—or for that matter, in any other holy 
terrestrial site. 

In this context it ought to be noted that there are a number of Upanishads that 
emphasize the point that the body of the creature itself is a holy pilgrim site as well as a 
shrine of the Lord. For instance, the following Upanishads treat the body as an abode of 
Lord Shiva—(i) The Krishna Yajur Veda's Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 1, verse nos. 72, 
165-168, Canto 2, verse nos. 6-10, 20, Canto 3, verse nos. 1-15, Canto 5, verse nos. 2-5, 
13-16, and Canto 6, verse nos. 32-33, 47; and Skand Upanishad, verse nos. 10-11. (ti) 
Sam Veda's Jabal Darshan Upanishad, Canto 4, verse nos. 48-59. 

Body as an abode of Shakti (the dynamic manifestation of Shiva and revealed as a 
divine Goddess) and 4 Peeths has been propounded in the Krishna Yajur Veda's 
Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 6-12. 

Body as an abode of Shiva and Shakti is expounded in (1) Krishna Yajur Veda's Yog 

Kundali Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 75; Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 4. 
(11) Atharva Veda's Brihajjabal Upanishad, Brahman 2, verse no. 8-9. 
Importance of the body as a medium of obtaining Siddhis (mystical powers) is stressed in 
the following Upanishads—(i) Krishna Yajur Veda's Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 5, 
verse no. 4. (ii) Shukla Yajur Veda's Advai Tarak Upanishad. (iii) Atharva Veda's Ram 
Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 4, verse no. 1-8. 

Importance of the body as a Linga (symbol of Brahm and the Atma)—Krishna Yajur 
Veda's Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 10. 

Body as a pilgrim site called ‘Triveni Sangam’—Krishna Yajur Veda's Yogshikha 
Upanishad, Canto 6, verse no. 30. 

The spiritually evolved idea of obtaining Mukti and Moksha by turning inwards and 
experiencing the presence of the supreme Brahm inside the body has been expounded in 
the Advai Tarak Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda tradition. In fact, this entire Upanishad 
is dedicated to this theme. 
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The body has four Peeths symbolising the abode of divine Shaktis or Goddesses. 
This is endorsed in the Krishna Yajur Veda's Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 1, verse nos. 
170-175, and Canto 5, verse nos. 3, 8-12.] 

By meditating and concentrating one’s attention at the focal point of the nose and the 
two eyebrows mentioned above, the spiritual aspirant acquires such stupendous spiritual 
insights that he becomes enlightened about the glorious and mystical nature of the 
supreme transcendental Brahm who pervades throughout the creation as its consciousness 
known as the Atma. Only a person who knows anything can teach about it. The Atma is 
such an esoteric sublime entity that it cannot be ‘learned’ in conventional manner by 
merely studying voluminous scriptures; it has to be experienced and witnessed first hand 
to somewhat comprehend what it actually is. It is so profoundly mystical and mysterious 
that it cannot be put into words. 

But a self-realised person who has witnessed the presence of the cosmic 
Consciousness can guide others on the correct path to be followed so that they too can 
realise the presence of the Atma though it is true that Atma cannot be taught about like 
other subjects merely because the teacher is well acquainted with it. An enlightened and 
self-realised seeker is at least qualified to guide others. 

Therefore, any seeker/aspirant who resides in the ‘Avimukta’ site—whether in its 
physical location in the city of Kashi or Varanasi, or in its metaphysical symbolic 
location in the forehead as described in this verse—and spends his time meditating upon 
and concentrating his mind and intellect on the Atma (the soul, the true form of the ‘self? 
as the illuminated and conscious entity which is a miniscule reflection or image of the 
supreme, all-pervading, omniscient, almighty macrocosmic Soul of the creation called 
Parmatma) at its metaphysical location at the conjunction point between the eyebrows 
and the root of the nose, is truly deemed to be erudite, sagacious, wise, enlightened and 
self-realised. He is the one who is deemed fit and qualified to preach on metaphysics and 
spiritualism; he is said to be truly enlightened about Brahm.] 


STD d Aga | ga GRAY: | 
ARTT Mg aa SSTA TAS: | KATARĀ were edi 


atha tam pratyuvaca / swayamēva yājhavalkyah / 
$rirámasya manum ka$yam jajapa vrsabhadhvajah / 


manvantarasahasraistu japa homarcanadibhih //9// 
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(8) 
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9. After that, sage Yagyawalkya said to sage Atri—'Once upon a time, Lord Shiva 
worshipped Lord Ram for one thousand Manvantars! by offering sacrifices, doing Tapa 
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(penances and austerities) and repeating his Tarak Mantra (i.e. the Lord's holy name 
which provides the creature with liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation) (9). 
[Note—1Manvantar = 1/14th fraction of 1 day of Brahma; 71 four-Yug cycle or era of 

the celestial cycle of birth and death according to the Hindu philosophy.] 


Td: Warp TEGA: We revu | quier gars qux Man 1 sft Ro ll 


tatah prasanno bhagavafichriramah praha šamkaram / 


vrni$va yadabhistam taddasyami paramesvara // iti // 10 // 


SU R Was AR RIM 4 SA Gur, È TAR! g À athe Tae uf ond sU 
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10. This pleased Lord Ram so much that he said to Shiva, 'Oh Parmeshwar (i.e. the 
supreme Lord)! Ask for any wish you desire; I shall give it to you.” (10). 


AY uferenrerun sns: TIS | 
aAa HA SEDE at dé ya: | fad efe RASA ATA |1 ERTH %2 I 


atha saccidanandatmanam $riramami$varah papraccha 
manikarnyam mama ksetre gangāyām va tate punah / 


mriyeta dehi tajjantormuktirna'to varantaram // iti // 11 // 
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11. Then the enlightened, self-realised, wise and blissful (Saccidanandatmanam) Lord 
Shiva, who is the revered deity of even Lord Ram or who reveres Lord Ram as his own 
preferred deity (Sriramamisvarah), said—‘Oh Lord! Those who die at the Manikarnika 
Tirtha (a holy site located on the banks of river Ganges), or in the area under my domain 
which is called Kashi, or in the water of the river Ganges, or on its banks—please be kind 
to give all such creatures the benefit of Mukti or liberation and deliverance from the cycle 
of birth and death as well as freedom from all sorts of spiritual torments. All of them 
should be blessed with the fruits of emancipation and salvation. I do not want any other 
boon to be granted by you (or there is nothing else except this that I want).’ (11). 
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atha sa hovaca Sriramah // 
ksetre'smimstava deveSa yatra kutrapi va mrtah / 
krmikītādayo'pyāšu muktah santu na canyatha // 12 // 


aa wa Baers RM 4 «er € cw! ss Tu Uns da Gd mb wb tl aE 
Hisiaaist R qus vt aon we dene qm el ST sad wu wes TA e QQ)! 


12. Then Lord Ram replied—‘Oh Lord of the Gods (‘Devesh’)! Any creature, even those 
as humble and lowly as worms and insects, who would die anywhere in your holy 
domain, would get instant deliverance. There is no doubt about it. (12). 


aage qa aa aan gA | até NPA WINDUTHRTHSS 11 231i 


avimukte tava ksetre sarvesam muktisiddhaye / 


aham samnihitastatra pasanapratimadisu // 13 // 


anè zu sempe da ous ort at afm fis am Gu) À wmm da at ufi d 
tem | (rep fe war sat sia amg G dt oon aig Sen quib spur Wasa aT db 
SH Ahh Ver HEM) (23)! 


13. To provide deliverance to all those who die in your holy domain known as *Avimukta 
Kshetra’ or Kashi/Varanasi, I shall reside there even in stone idols as well. [That is, those 
who worship me sincerely in even such lifeless objects as a stone idol shall have the 
benefit of liberation and deliverance from this mundane, entrapping and deluding world 
consisting of a vicious cycle of birth and death.] (13). 


Aseessa eumd at fra | darmu ISSUE: AT gg: d RX 


ksetre'sminyo'rcayedbhaktya mantrenanena mam Siva / 


brahmahatyadipapebhyo moksayisyami ma Sucah // 14 // 
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14. Oh Shiva! Anyone in your holy realm who worships me (or invokes my holy name or 
remembers me) by using my ‘Tarak Mantra’ consisting of six letters (xi wma am: — 
Raam/n(g) Raamaaya Namaha), I will liberate him from all sins, even from such 
horrendous ones which are ordinarily unpardonable like the killing of a Brahmin'. You 
should not worry about it (14). 
[Note—'On the face of it, it appears incredulous that the Lord would forgive the killing 
of a Brahmin, or in other words condone murder. The idea is to give the sinner a chance 
to redeem his spirit even if he had committed a grave error. It may be due to compulsion 
of circumstances that he was forced to commit some grave sin, or it was committed 
inadvertently or was beyond his control. If he sincerely regrets for it, if he is ready to 
undergo its punishment, then by all means he must be given a chance to redefine his life 
and turn a new leaf. This is very important—for it means if a man commits some kind of 
misdeed out of ignorance or some other cause, and he sincerely regrets for it and is 
therefore given a chance at redemption, it would mean that at least one soul has been 
saved and the burden of the earth is reduced by that extent. 

The Lord is not a cruel tyrant who is ever watchful for finding sinners so that he can 
torture them no end in the name of punishment for sins because he derives sadistic 
pleasure in their miseries. No; not at all. The Lord is ever so gracious and merciful, 
compassionate and kind that he wants to give the sinner the maximum leverage so that he 
can be saved. 

Refer also to note of verse no. 3 of Canto 2 of this Upanishad.] 


aa WT Teo aft 4 Te» Wem | Sad Wenn: cae WP wears d d guli 


tvatto va brahmano vapi ye labhante sadaksaram / 
jivanto mantrasiddhah syurmukta mam prapnuvanti te // 15 // 
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15. Anyone who accepts this Mantra either from Brahma (the creator), or from you (Lord 
Shiva the concluder)' is able to obtain all the Siddhis? (mystical powers) that naturally 
come with the Mantra while he is still alive, and when they die they find physical 
freedom from the shackle of the gross body when their Atma makes its exit from it for 
good. After that they do not have to take a birth again, and their soul merges with me to 
become one with me? (15). 


[Note—'By referring to Brahma and Shiva as the ones by whom a seeker of Mukti can 
be initiated— here meaning baptized— in the holy Mantra of Lord Ram, the Lord seeks 
to erase the imaginary dividing line that the followers of Vishnu and Shiva have drawn 
between themselves by calling themselves as either Vaishnavs or Shivites respectively. In 
fact, both Brahma and Shiva have been taught this Upanishad by Lord Ram who is none 
but Lord Vishnu himself personified (refer Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 1, verse 
no. 1). 

Another spin to it is that ‘Brahma’ refers to Brahmins or upper crust of the society 
who are regarded as learned and wise and the keepers of the upright conscious and 
righteous behaviours of the society, while Shiva refers to the people belonging to the 
lowest rung of society for the general demeanors, behaviours, life styles, food habits, 
residence of Lord Shiva etc. as depicted in the scriptures and traditional lore is the 
opposite of the way Brahmins live. But at the same time, he is referred to as the ‘Lord of 
Gods” (see verse nos. 10, 12) by Lord Ram himself. It is well known that Shiva is the 
most superior amongst the Gods in knowledge, wisdom, enlightenment, erudition etc. in 
the whole of creation. He is even referred to as ‘Rameshwar’, i.e. the Lord of Lord Ram. 
Shiva's realisation of the illusionary and deluding nature of this world is reflected in his 
having renounced all worldly desires and comforts, and being ever engrossed in 
meditation in the Himalayas. The location of his 3rd eye is exactly at the place as 
prescribed in verse no. 2 of this Canto, i.e. he is wide awake to the realisation of Brahm. 
He is the only God to have this awakening. 

So, the reference of Lord Ram to both Brahma and Shiva as the ones from whom his 
divine Mantra can be accepted signifies the fact that (1) the divine Mantra of Lord Ram is 
liberating even for the exalted as well as for the lowly, (2) the source of the Mantra- 
giving process is less important than the sincerity of the seeker/aspirant, and (3) even 
apparently crazy-looking fellows like Shiva might be actually the most erudite, self- 
realised, attained and enlightened one that ever existed in this creation. 

"That is, all spiritual achievements and supernatural powers would be easily available 
to a man who uses the Lord's Mantra for the purpose of Japa or repetition, Yoga or 
meditation, Dhyan or concentration and contemplation, etc. Such a person becomes self- 
realised and experiences the stupendous spiritual powers of the Mantra when he 
experiences the bliss and ecstasy that accompany its constant repetition that leads him to 
become acquainted with the eternal Atma which is consciousness personified. He also 
realises the potential of the Mantra in actually providing him with liberation and 
deliverance from all spiritual miseries that had been tormenting him till then. He is now 
assured of emancipation and salvation, an assurance that fills him with an extreme sense 
of contentedness and fulfillment. He is so filled with bliss that he does not seek happiness 
in the outside world, and instead remains contented in his inner self. He distances himself 
from the gross body and an equally gross world, and instead remains focused on his 
Atma. He does not allow his *self to be involved in world and get trapped by its 
numerous delusions and temptations. He keeps himself aloof from the gross body and the 
deeds done by it. Briefly, he lives in a perpetual state of ‘Turiya’ or the transcendental 
state of existence of consciousness even though he has to live a normal life in this world. 
As such, for all practical purposes from the spiritual perspective, he is deemed to be 
liberated from the fetters of the body and the world that shackle ordinary creatures, and is 
deemed to be delivered from their entangling web of delusions and their accompanying 
hoard of miseries and torments. 

*In other words, when the self-realised, enlightened and wise man dies, he would find 
his final Mukti, or liberation and deliverance, his final Moksha, or emancipation and 
salvation, when his individual Atma reverts back to its primary form and merges with the 
supreme Atma in the form of Brahm. It must be noted that when Lord Ram says ‘the 


179 


180 


spiritual aspirant's Atma would merge with me', he is referring to the supreme Brahm, 
the Supreme Being, and the universal cosmic Consciousness. Obviously, when the 
individual Atma merges with the cosmic Atma, all distinctions and barriers are removed, 
and then the former becomes indistinguishable and inseparable from the latter. This is 
final ‘dissolution’; it is final liberation of the Atma as all its fetters are removed and it 
becomes the cosmic entity that it primarily was before it began to be identified as a 
individual creature. This is the aspirant's final Mukti or Moksha.] 
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16. Oh Shiva! When you utter my divine Mantra in the right ear of the dying person 
anywhere in the holy realm called Avimukta, that person is certain to get liberation and 
deliverance; he would certainly find emancipation and salvation.’ (16). 
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17. In this way, a person who is fortunate enough to have a divine and purifying sight of 
the ‘Avimukta Kshetra’ which is blessed by Lord Ram himself, is sure to get rid of the 
sins and various faults that have been accumulated by him over numerous cycles of births 
and deaths (17). 
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Thus ends Canto 4 of Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad. 
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Chapter-2, Canto-5 
Sri Ram's 47 Mantras and their importance 
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atha hainam bharadvajo yajfiavalkyamuvacatha kairmantraih stutah $riramacandrah 
prito bhavati / 
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AG West A 4 st MĒS amaa u qer- € Taq! SM Wa om END aa mu 
R Sts yaa dd € si St IAU a yeaa eet snp é— GT 34 UD gl wd soe 
S) 


[This Canto lists the great forty-seven Mantras of Lord Ram. They were revealed by sage 
Yagyawalkya to sage Bharadwaj. | 


1. After that, sage Bharadwaj asked the famous sage Yagyawalkya— Oh Lord! Please 
tell me about those divine Mantras which please immensely please Lord Ram and are 
instrumental in giving a divine and holy vision of the Lord's to his devotee.’ (1). 
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2. Yagyawalkya replied—'Oh Brahmin! Just like Lord Ram had told Lord Shiva about 
the significance of Kashi while blessing him with a boon (see Canto 4 above), he had 
preached to Brahma in a similar fashion on some other occasion. Brahma had then 
praised and paid his obeisance to Lord Ram by bowing before him and singing his glories 
using the same set of hymns or Mantras that the Lord had divulged to him. Hearing his 
discourse (or divine advise), Brahma had bowed before him reverentially and sung his 
praises and glories using the following hymns (2). 
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visvarupadharam visnum narayanamanamayam / 
pürnanandaikavijianam param brahmasvarüpinam / 
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3. To begin with, Brahma mentally bowed most reverentially before Lord Ram who is the 
foundation, the pillar and the backbone that supports the entire creation. As such, he is no 
one else but the great Lord Vishnu! who is the sustainer, protector, caretaker and 
nourisher of this creation. He is known as Narayan as he is free from all sorrows and 
miseries as well as all sorts of faults and shortcomings that are associated with this 
creation. He is a treasury or a fount of eternal and supreme bliss, peace, contentedness 
and tranquility as well as of wisdom, knowledge and enlightenment. He is an abode or 
treasury of all these virtues. He is an embodiment of divine light and illumination (which 
is a metaphor for his supreme divinity, holiness, sublimity, magnificence, wisdom, 
erudition and enlightenment). He is indeed ‘Parmeshwar’ (i.e. the supreme Lord of all). 

[In other words, the creator Brahma bowed his head reverentially before the 
divine form of Lord Ram who is none other than Lord Vishnu himself manifested in his 
form, and prayed to him using the sacred hymns that follow. These consist of a litany of 
forty-seven Mantras dedicated to Lord Ram which are listed here. These are the hymns 
used in offering worship to the Supreme Being, the Lord God, during formal prayers held 
during ritualistic worship. It is like the Common Book of Prayer used during liturgical 
services. | (4). 


183 


[Note— Vishnu—or Narayan—The word ‘Vishnu’ consists of two components— 
‘Vishwa’ meaning the world or the entire creation, and ‘Anu’ meaning an atom. Hence, 
this is made up of atoms called Vishnu, and therefore the latter pervades throughout this 
creation. The whole creation is a manifestation of Vishnu. 

The divine glories of Lord Vishnu have been extolled in the Tripadvibhut Maha 
Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 1, paragraph 5-6; Canto 2, 
paragraph 12. Refer also Vishnu Puran, Chapter 1, Canto 2, verse nos. 1-32, 55-70. 

Lord Vishnu is the sustainer and the care-taker of the world. He is the most important 
of the Trinity Gods consisting of Brahma, the creator, and Shiva, the concluder. It's easy 
to produce and destroy, but a mammoth task to sustain and nourish what has been born. 
Lord Vishnu is also depicted as the Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic gross body of the 
creation from whose body the rest of the creation 1s said to have been formed; the Viraat 
embodies the whole creation in his own self. According to Purans, even Brahma and 
Shiva have been created from Vishnu. His name first appears in the Rig Veda, 1/154-156. 
The Lord represents all that is virtuous, noble, righteous, auspicious, high and glorious in 
this creation. He is all pervading, all encompassing and omnipresent. He is a 
personification of Yagya, or the various religious sacrifices (Shatpath Brahman, 
1/1/2/13). The Lord has taken numerous forms and revealed himself on different 
occasions to uphold good and righteous, and trounce bad and evil. Lord Vishnu is also 
depicted as a synonymous deity for Brahm; he is Brahm personified. 

Lord Narayan and Vishnu are synonymously treated in the scriptures. The etymology 
of the word Narayan is—the primary one who has his abode in the primordial causal 
waters of the cosmos; one who is the abode of all living creatures; one who has his 
residence in the bosom of all living beings as their Atma or pure self or consciousness; 
one who is the final goal of all spiritual pursuits. When the transcendental Supreme Being 
decided to initiate creation, his first revelation was Hiranyagarbha which represented the 
macrocosmic subtle body of creation, and from it emerged the Viraat Purush who is the 
macrocosmic gross body of creation. This 'Viraat is literally the vast, infinite, 
measureless, fathomless and colossal form of the supreme Brahm, a form which is all- 
pervasive, all-encompassing, all-inclusive, immanent and omnipresent in creation. The 
*Purush' is literally an entity that lives inside a dwelling, here referring to as the pure 
consciousness that lives as the Atma of all the living beings. (Brihad Aranyaka 
Upanishad, 2/5/18-19). This Viraat Purush is therefore the vast and all-inclusive cosmic 
Consciousness that entered the gross body of the creature and found a comfortable a ode 
in the heart as his Atma. This Viraat Purush at the macro level of creation is known as 
Vishnu, the one who lives immanently in this creation, inseparable from it and forming 
its integral part. 

Since Narayan or Vishnu is the term used to imply the Viraat Purush who is Brahm 
personified at the macrocosmic level of creation, it follows that Narayan or Vishnu is the 
supreme Lord of creation. It is from him that the rest of the creation has emerged. All 
forces of creation, right from their origin till their conclusion, have this Narayan 
representing Brahm as their primary source. It is Narayan that is the eternal fountain from 
which they all the dynamic forces of creation derive their independent strengths, abilities, 
authorities, potentials and powers. The primary forces are represented by Brahma the 
creator, Vishnu the sustainer, protector and nourisher, and Shiva the concluder. The other 
elements of creation are the sky, air, fire, water and earth. Indra represents the chief force 
that controls all other unit forces of creation, and therefore he has been depicted as the 
‘king of Gods’ because all the Gods are deemed to personify one or the other aspects of 
the divine forces of creation which are responsible for controlling the various facets of 
the multifarious and varied creation. For example, Aditya or the Sun gives light, heat and 
energy to the creation in their twelve forms, including the visible Sun in the sky. The 


Vasus represent the essential assets that are needed to sustain all forms of life on this 
earth. Rudras represent the dynamic and forceful nature of a creature that helps it be pro- 
active and assertive in this world, to protect the assets generated by him and give 
protection to the society and his dependants by the use of force if necessary. And so on 
and so forth. 

Lord Narayan or Vishnu is said to recline on the Kshirsagar which is the celestial 
ocean of milk indicating Amrit or the ambrosial fluid of eternity and bliss. That is why he 
is immortal and blissful, being surrounded by it. This ocean also indicates the primordial 
fluid from which the rest of the creation is formed, and hence it is the *causal water” or 
the causative factor which is at the foundation of all living creation coming into being; it 
is the wellspring of life in all its varied forms. The scriptures describe that earlier there 
was water everywhere, and from this primordial fluid emerged the earth and the fire 
element that kept this earth warm, making it habitable and enabling it to harbour life 
forms. This fact has been affirmed in Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, Canto 1, Brahman 2, 
verse no. 2, and the Old Testament of the Holy Bible, the Book of Genesis, verse nos. 9- 
11. 

Narayan or Vishnu has dark blue hue as his complexion, symbolising the blue colour 
of the endless sky which implies that wherever there is sky Lord Narayan is invariably 
present at the place. He has four arms signifying the four quarters or quadrants of the 
compass, implying that the Lord controls all the corners of the creation. His Chakra 
(discus) stands for the cosmic mind (because like the mind, the Chakra also flies off on 
the instructions of Vishnu to pursue its target relentlessly), the Gadaa (mace) stands for 
the cosmic intellect (because it acts to forcefully subdue the opponent in the form of the 
wayward mind and organs of the body), the Padma (lotus) stands for the continuously 
evolving world (because lotus springs forth from water, and this world also springs forth 
from the causal waters of the cosmos), and Shankha (conch) stands for the five elements 
such as sky, air, fire, water and earth. There are two more weapons in the hands of 
Narayan or Vishnu—viz. the bow called Saarang symbolising cosmic senses, and the 
sword called Nandak symbolising wisdom. 

Let us analyse how the Shankha or conch stands for the five elements as observed 
here. The conch is hollow from the inside, indicating the sky or space element. It is 
produces sound when air is blown into it, indicating the presence of air element. The snail 
had this as its dwelling, indicating the fire element because it is this fire that helps a 
creature to live. The conch is formed in water and not on dry land like trees and terrestrial 
animals—indicating its origin in water element. The body of the conch is hard calcium 
like the rocks and solid surface of the earth, indicating the presence of earth element as its 
integral part. 

The vehicle of Narayan or Vishnu is the bird called Garud (eagle or heron), and it 
symbolises the faculty of speech. This is because a man's wisdom and erudition are 
known when he speaks. Speech and the spoken words give *wings to a man's ideas”; his 
inner thoughts are made known to others only when he speaks. Words and ideas are 
transmitted from one person to the other like the bird flying off from one tree and 
perching on another. That is why speech is likened to the bird. Garud is regarded as a 
personification of the knowledge contained in the Vedas because this knowledge is 
transmitted through the means of speech. Besides this point, there is another way of 
looking at this aspect. The knowledge contained in the Vedas help a wise man to reach 
his spiritual destination much like Lord Vishnu employing the services of Garud if he 
wants to go any place. 

Narayan or Vishnu is said to recline on the bedstead of Sheshnath or the legendary 
serpent of thousand hoods. The word ‘Shesh’ means ‘leftover or remainder’. At the time 
of conclusion of creation, ‘something’ remains from which the new creation would come 


184 


into being. This ‘something’ is the ‘seed’ represented by Shesh. So Sheshnath represents 
the sum total of all the souls in their subtle forms which have been leftovers from the 
previous generation or cycle of creation, hibernating and waiting for the opportune time 
to remerge as a new creation. In this context, the Kshirsagar or the ocean of celestial milk 
called Amrit, upon which this Sheshnath floats, is like the preservative ambrosial fluid 
which sustains life and gives it nourishment during the time it is in hibernating phase 
before the commencement of new creation or springing forth of a new generation of 
living organisms. 

Vishnu appears in the Vedas as follows—Rig Veda—1/154-156; 5/3/3; 7/99/1-3; 
7/100; Sam Veda—222; 1625-27; Yajur Veda—5/15; 6/4; Atharva Veda—3/27/5. 

Lord Vishnu has one of his names as Vasudeo because he is the sustainer and 
protector of creation, signifying his undisputed lordship over all the essential elements in 
Nature, called the Vasus of which there are eight in number, which were created at the 
beginning of creation to help sustain the upcoming creation. 

It ought to be noted here that Vishnu is also called Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic 
gross body of Brahm, and it is from this form of Brahm that the creator of the visible 
creation, i.e. Brahma the old patriarch of creation, had emerged atop a divine lotus that 
sprouted from the navel of Vishnu. In other words, everything has its origin in the 
supreme Brahm. 

The Yogtattva Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 2 describes Vishnu 
as a Maha-Yogi, Maha-Bhut and Maha-Tapa. To quote—‘Lord Vishnu is known as the 
primary and most ancient ‘Maha-Yogi’ (the great patriarch of ascetics who followed the 
tenets of Yoga diligently himself and is deemed to be the prime and most ancient 
exponent of this philosophy). 

He is also known as the ‘Maha-Bhut’ because he is the primary and most ancient 

cause of all the Bhuts, i.e. all the primary elements (earth, water, fire, air and sky) that 
exist in this creation and from which the rest of the creation has come into being (or 
moulded from); he is the greatest of all the Bhuts; he is the progenitor of the Bhuts. 
He is also known as ‘Maha-Tapa’, i.e. the one who does severe penances for the welfare 
of others and to keep himself pure by observing the strictest and harshest laws of 
austerity, probity, propriety nobility, auspiciousness and righteousness which entail a lot 
of sufferance in their wake. 

In the path of essential Truth and reality, in the path that is true and holy, the path 
that is free from all deceit and delusions, he is like a lighted lamp. [In other words, he is 
like a light that shows the correct spiritual path to all the followers just as a lamp shows 
the path to others by its light by removing the darkness.] (2).” 

There is a full Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition dedicated to the theme of 
Vishnu or Narayan. It is called Narayano-panishad. 

The Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Canto 1, verse 
no. 1 clearly says that it is Lord Vishnu who had incarnated himself as Lord Ram. In its 
Canto 5, verse no. 9 it is said that at the time of Lord Ram’s departure from earth, all the 
four divine arms of Lord Vishnu (Sankha or conch, Gada or mace, Chakra or discus, and 
Padma or lotus) that had accompanied the Lord during his incarnation as Ram too went to 
heaven with the Lord. 

The Subalo-panishad of Shukla Yajur Veda, in its Canto 6 also describes the 
omnipresent and all pervading form of Narayan. The Paingalo-panishad of the Shukla 
Yajur Veda, in its Canto 1, verse nos. 6 and 10 describes Vishnu in the context of the 
genesis of creation. The Narayan Sukta has six verses and it appears in the Shukla Yajur 
Veda. It reveals the genesis of creation in a very succinct way besides extolling and 
glorifying the primary Lord of creation known as Narayan. The Rishi of this Sukta is 
Narayan, the Devta is Aditya (Sun God), and Chanda is Trishtup. ] 
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4/1. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’! (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is ‘Advaitya’—1.e. he is non-dual, without a parallel, is peerless and unique. 

He is the ‘Atma’ (or soul; the pure consciousness) that is an embodiment or a 
fount of ‘Param Anand’—i.e. he is the personified form of the eternal and ethereal 
cosmic Consciousness that is an image of supreme, pure and absolute bliss, beatitude and 
felicity. 

He is the most majestic, exalted, sublime and supreme transcendental Brahm 
personified. The three Lokas called Bhu (4), Bhuvaha (¥a:) and Swaha (a) are nothing 
but the same divine Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/1). 

[Note—'The word Bhagwan has two parts— ‘Bhag’ and ‘wan’. The 2nd part 
‘wan’ means ‘one who possesses’. The lst part ‘Bhag’ refers to the 
following six qualities or virtues in their entirety—(1) ‘Aishwarya’ of all 
sorts—i.e. someone who has all majesty, powers, wealth, fortune, opulence, 
flourish, supremacy, sway, dominance, glory, grandeur, omnipotence and 
other glorious virtues, (2) ‘Dharma’—i.e. to have the virtues of 
auspiciousness, righteousness, probity, propriety, virtuous and noble 
conduct and thought, (3) ‘Yash’—i.e. the fame, glory, majesty and renown 
that comes with possessing noble and virtues qualities, (4) 'Sree'—1.e. 
wealth, prosperity, pomp and circumstance, prestige, splendour, glory and 
honour, and all other factors associated with those qualities mentioned in 
serial no. 1-3 above, (5) *Gyan'—i.e. comprehensive knowledge, erudition, 
wisdom, skills, expertise and enlightenment, and (6) complete ‘Vairagya’— 
i.e. full and sincere renunciation, detachment and dispassion towards this 
world and its material sense objects as well as towards this body and its 
desires for gratification’. 
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Hence, anyone who is endowed with the above six qualities is called a 
*Bhagwan'. 

Conventionally, the word is used as a synonym for the words 'Lord, God, 
Supreme Being', and is used for someone who is glorious, divine, holy, 
majestic, honoured and revered. 

"The three worlds represented by the three cryptic words are 'Bhu' 
representing the earth, ‘Bhuvaha’ representing the sky above the earth, and 
‘Swaha’ representing the heavens. These representative words and their 
respective worlds were created by the creator Brahma at the beginning of 
creation.] 
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4/2. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the supreme Atma or Soul (the pure cosmic Consciousness) which is eternal, 
uniform, universal, indivisible and immutable; it is a single entity that cannot be 
partitioned, fractioned and fractured in any way whatsoever. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/2). 
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4/3. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is a personified form of the Amrit (the ambrosia or elixir) of supreme and 
undiluted Anand (bliss, happiness, ecstasy, beatitude and felicity) that is associated with 
Brahm and Brahm-realisation. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/3). 
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4/4. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the Tarak Brahm—1.e. he is the supreme Lord who can provide the creature 
with liberation and deliverance from this world and its never ending miseries and the 
cycle of birth and death. He is the supreme Lord who can provide the soul of the creature 
with emancipation and salvation. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/4). 
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«/4. a WS d sfRmT CU TATA di em Gunta a: adda s: M d dut 
TH: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yo brahmā visnurmahesvaro yah 


sarvadevatma bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/5 // 


so Tt wt Wes mas 8 3 fees A wa Cid sem, faw] ain fu či 3 
deua WAT $0 SÀ Valga ga aay, Gan, 4: — ae dH Gne S we ous tat 
a 21 sa shams ot freaa db A ARES AAE P (4) 


4/5. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the one who has revealed himself as the Trinity Gods known as Brahma (the 
creator), Vishnu (the sustainer) and Shiva (the concluder). [This is obviously true as these 
three Gods of the Trinity represent the Supreme Being performing three functions of 
creation, and Lord Ram is that Supreme Being. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/5). 


x/&. 3x Ñ x d dm: U Wa À ad Gun UST: Gee: TT ya: TSH d 
THE TA: | 


om yo ha vai Sriramacandrah sa bhagavan ye sarve vedah sangah sasakhah sapuranah 
bhurbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/6 // 


3 St od was ms ¢ d frs A aa Či d at ufeg ung de, sq 
wre, yr gem p ante at dat ote $ 31 wah wT d ofaftad $i st Vai ga 
am 4, Ya, a: — ae dat Y sme at dt oe tH uso ocu OS gfaftga či sī 
Wdfeps ga cay, x — ue d orm € we ws AT Ag hess TT 
fru ép tr IIR THEE  (&)I 


4/6. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 
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Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

All the Vedas, their branches, all the Purans and other scriptures are nothing but the 
Lord revealed in their forms. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/6). 


we. 3% Ate d thas: FAR di caren pis: erst 3 at AA: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān yo jīvātmā bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo 
namah // 4/7 // 


32 wt sm oft mas € 4 ese a mar $1 d siaa wen Gg sl udieps 
Sep aa 4, Ya, a: — de didi eme $ we ws d at a SS amas wp fuv 
a TRI I AAE P (9)| 


4/7. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the Lord who has revealed himself as the Jivatma or the living being. [The 
word *Jivatma or Jiva Atma' refers to the living being. Jivatma is the cosmic 
consciousness that comes to live in a gross body, or assumes a form of a gross body. 
Since this gross body harbours the Atma or the pure cosmic consciousness inside it, it 
begins to show all the signs of life and vitality, hence called a *Jiva'—1.e. a living being. 
The otherwise inane and lifeless gross body has now become alive and active because of 
the presence of the Atma inside it, thereby giving it the unique honour of being a ‘Jiva 
Atma’. Since the Atma is a universal and unchanging entity that is Advaitya or non-dual 
by nature, and it is another name for the cosmic Consciousness known as Brahm that has 
manifested as Lord Ram, it follows that the Jiva Atma is also the Lord in this form.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/7). 


w/c. 3 Ub € d Ass: Fa Gn waa wa: AKT d mīt T: | 
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om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yah sarvabhütantaratma bhürbhuvah 


svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/8 // 


35 wt sm wits das € 3 feras a am 21 3 cept own us wat owl 
aaie ÈI St wefepE ga day, Ya, ta: — ae dH sme $ we ws Add 
faa wp fry a A summ quum È (2)i 


4/8. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the Lord who resides in the bosom of all living beings as their Atma, the pure 
conscious soul, the cosmic Consciusness that resides in the subtle heart or the inner-self 
as the ‘true identity or the true self of the creature. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/8). 


x/*. 3% We a ATs: U Ta a Gaga wig: reri d dup T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ye devasuramanusyadibhavah bhürbhuvah 


svastasmai vai namo namah // 9 // 


32 wb sm Was mas € a esa dt oman dl d tag, snp oci ATE are 
RA & ea 4 ATM l st Valga ge aa 4, Ya:, ms: — ue db oe dt wc 
ga sf at a dis dk! af fives a au area Une $ (2)| 


4/9. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

All the Gods, the non-Gods called the Asurs, and the Humans—indeed, all of them 
are the same Lord Ram (or the supreme Brahm) revealed in their forms. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/9). 


192 


xo. 3+ Up € d sm: Fa d Aga ata: T STAT T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ye matsyakūrmādyavatārā bhürbhuvah 


svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/10 // 


a> wb aa was shore € d eae cb snp dl FR enr, esu anf snnm 
fod 3| sp owsPepE ga dar den wn — m db da tat ous ta dian 
sfRrererzsft a Arar a a0 sm AAE ? (o)! 


4/10. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram (in his cosmic form as Vishnu) who had revealed himself as 
incarnations of Lord Matsya! (the Fish incarnation of Vishnu) and Kurma’ (the Tortoise 
incarnation of Vishnu). 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/10). 

[Note— Matsya Avtaar or the Fish incarnation of Lord Vishnu—In this incarnation as a 

Fish or Matsya, which is the first of ten divine incarnations of Vishnu, the Lord is said to 
have saved Manu, the progenitor of mankind, and the Saptarishis (the seven mental sons 
of the creator Brahma) along with their wives during the dooms-day deluge. They were 
made to board a boat which was pulled by this Fish and saved from being drowned. They 
re-populated the world later on. It is a story identical to the Biblical story of the Noah's 
Arc. 

^Kurma Avtaar or the Tortoise incarnation of Lord Vishnu—Kurma or Tortoise 
incarnation of Vishnu—It is the second incarnation of Vishnu. The Lord had supported 
the legendary Mountain called Mandara which had started sinking during the churning of 
the ocean by the Gods and the Demons in search of Amrit, the elixir of eternal and life. ] 


¥/22. 3» dt x d STs: U Mama dz wo fa: Igma SAAT AA: | 


om yo ha vai Sriramacandrah sa bhagavan yasca prano bhirbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/11 // 
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a s amd was seas P 3 fea A am dl 4 (sila 4) We xeu ga šī 
Gage ga dar djs, xn — ae Ge Sr € we us df dp b 8g ga Steet 4! 
frr ép RD aa quem È R)I 


4/11. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Pran’ or the vital life sustaining 
forces of creation. [The word ‘Pran’ literally means ‘life and consciousness’. The word is 
used to mean the vital winds in conventional terms of Yoga and Upanishads because the 
vital winds are said to regulate all the functions of the creature's body. No living being 
can survive without the presence of air in this world.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/11). 


¥/22. 3+ "Up € d RS: U TAR HISSUSHUTSQESIG g a: IATE SAAT AM: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān yo'ntahkaranacatustayatma bhürbhuvah 


svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/12 // 


ao wb wm ung shores € d fne A mam tid Us, ofa, fg, wee Ed AN 
We x saat TP fra Seq orem Gg ot walepe ga Wem y, Ya: a: — ae di 
orm @ ae ga oH at A dg cg see oT fea db suem menm È (22)! 


4/12. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the four aspects of the inner-self of all 
living beings, called the ‘Antahakaran Chatusthaaye’. [The ‘Anthakaran’ is the inner self 
of the creature. It forms his subtle body. It has the following four components—Mana 
(mind), Buddhi (intellect), Chitta (the faculty of concentration, paying attention and 
memory; knowledge and sub-conscious), Ahankar (ego, pride, arrogance) and their 
attendant Vrittis (inherent character, traits, habits, inclinations and temperaments of a 
creature based on these basic components of the subtle body). That is, the basic nature of 
a person and the way he would react to a given circumstance, the way he would deal, 
behave and interact with the world, the way he would interpret things, the way he thinks, 
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the things that would appeal to him and the things he would abhor, etc.—that is, the 
overall personality of the creature, all depends upon the mental setup tinged with the 
fundamental character traits that are firmly ingrained in him.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/12). 


¥/23. a dt x d maa: V aR ag gai js: gu 3 aa T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ya$ca yamo bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo 
namah // 4/13 // 


32 wt wm wRr sumere vod frau A oman C03 da anfe wen 21 sī algu 
Sep dur Ya, en — de di oe $ owe va vi wb db ši sa Sheet wi fess 
@ AW IIR MAR € (23)! 


4/13. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Yam’. [The word ‘Yam’ has three 
connotations—(i) Yam is the God of death', and hence Lord Ram is the one who brings 
about the conclusion of creation in the form of Yam. (ii) Yam is the God of Dharma—the 
deity who is responsible for implementation of the tenets of Dharma, or the eclectic 
principles of auspiciousness, righteousness, probity and propriety as well as nobility in 
thought and conduct. Hence, Lord Ram ensures that the tenets of Dharma are upheld in 
this creation. (iii) Yam also means self restraint and control over the sense organs. Hence, 
Lord Ram exemplifies these grand virtues of creation.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/13). 

[Note— Yam as God of death and the deity responsible for upkeep of Dharma is the one 

who judges the creature for his deeds during his life and ascertains the reward or 
punishment that he deserves for them; he is therefore also called Dharma-Raj or the king 
who is responsible for ensuring that the grand and eclectic principles of Dharma are 
implemented in full in this world. If any creature violates its principles then Yam 
punishes him by condemning him to suffer in hell. 

Yam God is extensively covered in the 1st and 10th Mandals of the Rig Veda. Sukta 

10 of the tenth Mandal is totally devoted to him. Yam personifies the concept of death 

and life after death. As opposed to Niriti who is also the God related to death, Yam deals 
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with giving justice to the dead person depending upon his deeds that he has done during 
his lifetime. Therefore, he is also called the patron God of Dharma, because he gives the 
dead person an abode in the heaven for his righteous and noble life, whereas Niriti is the 
patron God of death and destruction due to sins and evil way of life. According to 
legends, Yam's sister is Yami. His father is named Vivaswat or Vivaswaan, and he is also 
called ‘Yam Vaivaswat’ (Rig Veda, 10/14/5). His mother's name is Saranyu (Rig Veda, 
10/17/1-2). He is regarded the patron God of those who are dying. He resides in the outer 
heaven. Out of the 3 Lokas (mythological worlds), the first two, i.e. ‘Bhu’ (earth; the 
terrestrial) and *Bhuvaha' (the sky just above the surface of the earth; the space of the 
solar system) is the realm of Savita (the God who is treated as synonymous of Sun), 
while the third world, the ‘Swaha’ representing the heaven, is the abode of Yam (Rig 
Veda, 10/35/6). In some places he is also regarded as the son of a Gandharva and a 
marine beauty (Rig Veda, 10/10/4).] 


XLX. a dt € d maa: V aR agra ps: cere 3 aa AA: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yašcāntako bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo 
namah // 4/14 // 


32 wb wm MĒS RS € 4 fne a Mar 219 erga (Sm) wet Či šī 
watery ga dar djs, xn — ae ae oe € we us df dp eb jg ga tet 4! 
frag éb AT sum AAE È (2%)! 


4/14. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is the one who concludes this creation or brings it to an end, and is the 
only one who lasts even after the creation is concluded. [In other words, (1) Lord Ram is 
Lord Shiva personified, or Lord Shiva is none but Lord Ram in his role as the concluder 
of creation, and (ii) Lord Ram is the cosmic Consciousness or the supreme Brahm who is 
the only entity that survives the conclusion of creation, and from whom the next phase of 
creation starts. This is because Lord Ram as Brahm is infinite, eternal and imperishable 
cosmic Consciousness.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/14). 


w/e«. 3% WS À ATE: E TaN UE Ue] fa: A d at T: | 
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om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ya$ca mrtyu bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/15 // 


32 wp oat wf das € d fors bum li 3 gg eT 8i sl aigu ga 
am q, fa, wp — de didi erm $ we ws Ub gp db ši ga dam wr Pag d 
AT IN FAH € (u)i 


4/15. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the Mrityu or death’. [In other words, the 
God of Death is a form that Lord Ram takes to bring about the conclusion of creation. 
That is why it has been said in the scriptures that a wise and enlightened man does not 
fear from death as he has developed a sufficiently holistic view of life in which he sees 
the Lord everywhere in every phase of creation—he sees his Lord equally in life as well 
as in death. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/15). 

[Note—'Lord Ram is the sustainer as well as the concluder of the creation. There is no 
perplexity in it because as Brahm personified, the Lord is the beginning and the end of all 
that exists. Besides this point, Lord Ram has to get rid of evil and corrupt forces of 
creation so that righteousness and auspiciousness can prevail. Therefore, he is personified 
death for those who are pervert and sinful. ] 


LRE. a dt x d Share: U Tam aged ya: AKT d Hb T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ya$camrtam bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/16 // 


a> sit sm wea simas 6 3 freu a wa Pad snp: meg «| sl uwsiepE ga 
am oen, @: — de didi erm $ we ws Ub gp db Gg ga senso wl fuu d 
TT aA HERR P (28) 


4/16. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 
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Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Amrit’ or the ambrosia or elixir of 
life. He is the nectar of life, the vital force of life, the essence of life, the eternal source of 
life. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/16). 


we. a WS d ĀRES: U TATA a camera pis: erst d qup TU: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yani paficamahabhütani bhürbhuvah 


svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/17 // 


a> TT wed ws shores è a fpem A mar ci d Wasa Get, sro, A, 
ST, SAT) ET Zi St usiepE ga aay, Ge ur — cm db oe t sc ous Wi 
at ép is sfr af fea a aa sm AAE € (t9)! 


4/17. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Panch Maha-Bhuts’, or the five 
principal elements of creation. [In other words, the five elements that constitute the basic 
backbone of creation have their value and importance because they are one of the many 
forms of the Supreme Being known as Ram. Or, Lord Ram has assumed five forms called 
the ‘Panch Bhuts’ in order to carry out different functions of this creation. The Panch 
Maha-bhuts are the sky or space, air or wind, fire or energy, water or elixir of life, and 
earth upon which the entire edifice of creation rests. The difference between ‘Five Bhuts’ 
and ‘Five Maha Bhuts’ is that the former refers to the above five elements at the 
microcosmic level of creation dealing with the individual creature, while the latter term is 
applied to the same elements when they are considered in their macrocosmic form. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/17). 


x/*4. 3+ Up € d Ass: Fa WS Saree SÍ: AKT À T T: | 
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om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān yah sthāvarajangamātmā bhūrbhuvah 
svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/18 // 


ao wr ad wae RTS € OG fuera A omar 8i 3 ASSA un wl SUem 
Či aR fe AT SNL get £0) sī udiepE ga aa 4, Wan, ta: — ae dh Sm 8 
qe us vb at A gi hers wp fares db D sm TR È R)I 


4/18. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the entire creation—both in its immobile 
form as well as in its mobile form. [The word 'Sthaawar' refers to something that does 
not move or show apparent signs of life—such as members of the plant kingdom and 
rocks, mountains etc., while the word ‘Jangam’ means those who are mobile and exhibit 
clear signs of life—such as the members of the animal kingdom. In other words, every 
single unit of creation is a form of the supreme Brahm who is known by another name as 
Ram.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/18). 


XLR. a Ub d sss: Wo Mari À a caret wis: cud 4 gt T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ye ca paficagnayo bhūrbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/19 // 


32 wp sm Wes shore è 3 eae a mam 21 d sm ee ane wig aft xeu 
Či wp vais ga way, fa, Se — cue dāt cue d az ws Wb dp atts 
dast! ot fare db RI ARS AAA È 28)! 
[Az : ef 4 via wo fa é— were, aeaa, cent, wea us Smau 
aar up, fae, edt at orf, gee us wüfewi] 


4/19. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra *OM'. 
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Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the *Panch Agnis”, the five divine forms 
of the sacred fire. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/19). 

[Note—'The five divine fires are the following—Garhyapatya’: the fire of the household 

hearth, (b) ‘Dakshinagni’: the fire used as a witness to making charities or any other 

religious festivity, (c) ‘Ahavaniya’: the fire to invoke the Gods during a ritualistic 

sacrifice, (d) ‘Sabhya’: the fire of the Vedic period which was continuously lit, and (e) 

*Awasathya': the fire of the later Smriti period. 

The Garhyapatya fire—This is the householder’s fire. A householder has land and 
farm representing ‘earth’ in which he grows food. This food is grown with the help of the 
light of the Sun, and it is cooked in the fire of the fire place in the house. Hence, the 
Garhyapatya fire, or the householder's fire, is intrinsically present and is implied in these 
four entities. It is an integral part of these four. The earth has the ‘fire element’ because 
without heat and warmth, no seed would germinate and no life can survive on this earth. 
The food has fire present inherently in it because it is the energy inherent in food which 
helps to energise the creature that eats it. The presence of heat in the sun does not need to 
be explained because it is very evident. 

The fire was the central piece of all religious life in early times of the Vedic period 
when a fire sacrifice was deemed to be the best religious activity that a righteous man can 
expect to do. In this context, the Garhyapatya fire is the main fire lit during such formal 
fire sacrifices. The fire pit was either square-shaped or rounded. In the context of the fire 
sacrifice, it was used for the purpose of daily rituals, cooking or warming the offerings, 
heating of the vessels, to perform circumambulation, to act as a main cauldron or 
reservoir of the sacred fire which was to be kept perpetually burning throughout the life 
of the householder once it was lit. 

The Dakshinagni fire—This fire is a witness to making of charities when some water 
is poured as libation to the Gods. It signifies that the Gods are offered water to drink. To 
give water to the thirsty is the greatest for of charity. Therefore, this fire is symbolically 
present in water, and when it is poured, it signifies that the heat produced by sins 
committed by the person has been doused. Charities and donations make a man famous 
and renowned, hence the allusion to directions of the earth. His glory shines like the 
bright moon and he is called a star among human beings. He is the most exalted amongst 
his peers and compatriots even as the moon is most prominent amongst the stars in the 
sky. 

Like in the case of the Garhyapatya fire, the fire that was lit in the main sacrificial 
shed or site just near the main fire pit but to the south of it and where donations and 
charities were made was called Dakshinagni fire. The fire pit for this fire was semi- 
circular or bow-shaped. 

The Ahawaniya fire—This fire is lit to invoke the Gods, and the Gods live in the 
heaven; hence the reference to the sky, heavens and electric. Since Pran is the best form 
of the vital winds, the allusion means that the Gods are the most exalted forms that exist 
in creation. The ‘electric’ is a metaphor for immense strength, potent and power, which 
of course the fire possesses. This inherent quality of Electric that it possesses most 
stupendous powers and strength is likened to the presence of Brahm in it even as the great 
power and strength present in a man is due to the Atma or Pran present in him. Even as a 
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man is useless without the presence of Pran in him, the Electric would lose its importance 
if there was no Brahm present in it which gives it its punch and strength. 

According to Vedic tradition, the invitational fire, the Ahawaniya fire that is lit to 
invite or invoke the Gods, is started from a spark brought from the Garhyapatya fire of 
the patron who does the fire sacrifice or on whose behalf it is being done. If such a fire is 
not available with him, then it is brought from some other person's house who worships 
the sacred fire on a daily basis. The Dakshinagni is then lit to bear witness to the charities 
made during the fire sacrifice. 

The following are also regarded as the five fires— (1) The Sun, (ii) The Lightening, 
(ii) The Terrestrial fire, (iv) The Master or Lord of the household, and (v) The Chief 
Priest. 

Scriptures ordain that a learned person should worship the fire element by doing five 
types of sacrifices in his life. These are called the Panch Maha Yagya (the five great 
sacrifices). They are the following—(1) Bhut Yagya refers to taking care of other 
creatures in creation, such as feeding animals and providing for their protection and 
shelter. (2) Manushya Yagya refers to doing the same thing for fellow human beings as 
done for animals and other creatures of this creation. (3) Pitri Yagya refers to offering 
oblations to dead ancestors and doing religious activities for the peace of their souls. (4) 
Dev Yagya refers to the performance of fire sacrifices in which offerings are given to the 
sacred fire which sustain the Gods and are done to honour them. (5) And Brahm Yagya 
refers to the study of the Vedas and other scriptures that enlighten the man about the 
ultimate Truth known as Brahm. These five sacrifices have been described in Ashramo- 
panishad, verse no. 3. 

According to the Pran Agnihotra Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 12, the 
five holy fires are the following—Pran or breath (because it keep the body warm and 
alive, Ahawaniya, Dakshinagni, Garhapatya, and Sarwa-Praaschitya or the fire of 
repentance, expiation and penance'. 

According to the Pran Agnihotra Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 19, 
there are five fires in the body. They are—(i) Suryaagni also known as Darshanaagni, (11) 
Ahawaniya Agni, (iii) Sharir Agni, (iv) Dakshinaagni, and (v) Koshtagni or Kosta Agni 
which is akin to the Garhyapatya Agni. 

The Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 29-32 of the Krishna Yajur Veda 
describes the following 5 fires—Kalagni, Samulaagni, Vadaagni, Electric (lightening) 
and Sun (the cosmic cauldron of fire).] 
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4/20. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Sapta Maha Vyarihitis’', the five 
divine forms of subtle life. [The Vyarhitis were the first esoteric words uttered by 
Brahma, the creator, at the time of creation, and each of them metamorphosed as a world 
of its own. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/20). 

[Note— The Vyahritis are the primary root words pronounced by the creator Brahma at 

the time of the beginning of creation and from which formed the nucleus around which 
the seven worlds formed. In other words, the rest of the creation was revealed from these 
primary sounds created by Brahma. 

The seven ‘Vyahritis’ are the words—(1) Bhu, (2) Bhuvaha, (3) Swaha, (4) Maha, (5) 
Janaha, (6) Tapaha, and (7) Satyam. ‘Bhu’ was the nucleus for earth, ‘Bhuvaha’ for the 
sky above the earth, ‘Swaha’ for the space beyond the earth’s atmosphere and is 
generally meant for the heavens, ‘Maha’ stands for the greater heavens beyond the solar 
system, called the Maha-Loka where enlightened sages and seers are supposed to dwell 
(as opposed to earth where ordinary creatures including subterranean creatures would 
finally take up residence), ‘Tapaha’ was the place where exalted ascetics would to do 
penances and austerities, and ‘Satyam’ was the truthful and ultimate abode where the 
ultimate and irrefutable supreme truthful entity which is the only Authority in creation 
resides. 

According to Sankhya Shastra and the Purans, Brahma, who is known as 
‘Swayambhu’ (self-created and self-begotten in the sense that he had no father or 
ancestor from whom he descended) created seven elements called ‘Vyahriti’, viz. Bhuh, 
Buhvaha, Swaha, Mahaha, Janaha, Tapaha and Satyam respectively which constitute the 
fundamental elements which formed the gross body of the creation as its core building 
blocks at the macro level. Encircling this core is the rounded globe called ‘earth’ which is 
surrounded by concentric circles constituting of ‘water’, ‘energy’ called ‘Tej’, ‘wind or 
air’, ‘sky or space’, the notions that are described as ‘pride, ego, arrogance, haughtiness 
and vanity’ collectively called ‘Ahankar’, and the notions of ‘importance, majesty, 
grandeur, magnificence and lordliness’ called collectively as ‘Mahattatva’. Each of them 
was ten times larger than its preceding layer or circle. 

The seven Vyahritis and the worlds they represent are the following—(a) ‘Bhu’ 
represents this world (earth), fire, Rig Veda and Pran (life giving breath); (b) ‘Bhuvaha’ 
represents the sky called Antariksha, wind or air, Sam Vedas and Apaan wind (i.e. the 
wind which passes down the intestines and helps is digestion and excretion); (c) ‘Swaha’ 
represents Dukoka (the heavens), Aditya (the celestial sun), Yajur Veda and Vyan (the 
wind that prevails throughout the body); (d) ‘Maha’ represents Aditya (the Sun God), 
Chandrama (the Moon God), Brahm (the supreme transcendental Being who has no 
specific attributes) and Anna (food which sustains life in this creation); (e) ‘Janaha’ 
represents the world inhabited by mortal creatures such as the life on earth; (f) ‘Tapaha’ 
represents the world where great ascetics and hermits live to do severe penances and 
austerities, and therefore it is most auspicious and holy and marked by an effulgence of 
divine energy and splendour; and (g) ‘Satyam’ representing that truthful abode where the 
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supreme transcendental Brahm lives; it is the ultimate destination of all spiritual pursuits, 
and is marked by eternal beatitude and felicity. 

The Taittiriyo-panishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its Valli 1, Anuvak 5 describes 
these Vyahritis. It however focuses on four Vyahritis only, i.e. Bhu, Bhuvaha, Swaha and 
Maha. In this verse, the different ‘Vyahritis’ are being worshipped as manifestations of 
the supreme transcendental Brahm.] 
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4/21. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as glorious virtue known as ‘Vidya’—1.e. 
knowledge in all its forms. [Knowledge is the most important component of creation as 
even the basic functions of life depend upon knowledge. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/21). 
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4/22. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Saraswati!’, the Goddess of knowledge, 
erudition, sagacity, skills and wisdom as well as the faculty of speech. [In other words, 
the sublime and grand virtues that are represented by this goddess are nothing but one of 
the numerous majestic and eclectic virtues of Lord Ram revealed in that divine form.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/22). 

[Note— Saraswati—In the form of a goddess known as Saraswati who personifies the 
virtues of learning, wisdom, erudition, knowledge, expertise and skills of all kinds as well 
as all kinds of arts, crafts and sciences and all other bodies of knowledge that exist in this 
creation, she appears first in the Rig Veda, 1/164/49, and subsequently in Rig Veda, 
6/61/1-14, 7/95/1-2, 4-6, and 7/96/1-3. The Goddess is also honoured in other Vedas as 
follows—in Sam Veda, 1461, in Yajur Veda, 20/84 and 34/41, and in Atharva Veda, 
6/94, 18/1/42-43. The faculty of speech called Vak has been personified as a goddess. 
She is related to Brihaspati, the patron God of speech and wisdom (Rig Veda, 10/71/1). 
She is the patron goddess of speech because all forms of knowledge need speech and the 
ability to express and explain things properly to be perpetrated and become useful for this 
creation. Suppose there was no speech, then the knowledge would not have been 
disseminated so widely. All the Vedas are said to be created by her; hence she is regarded 
as the mother of the Vedas (Gayatri Rahasyo-panishad, 4/5/9-10). 

According to the Purans, she is the Shakti or dynamic power of the creator Brahma 
because any specialised process would require technical skills, expertise and relevant 
knowledge in order to complete it successfully—especially the one as technical and 
complicated as the one related to the creation of a vast and infinitely complex structure 
known as the universe that is continuously evolving and ever changing in nature, in 
which no two units are alike, and which has defied explanation and full understanding 
even at the hands of the highest of intelligent brains. No success in any auspicious 
endeavour is possible without intelligence, wisdom, erudition, relevant knowledge, skills 
and expertise. 

Since Goddess Saraswati embodies these virtues in her self, and since the Vedas are 
the traditional ancient repositories of all knowledge that was created by Brahma the 
creator, it is said that the Vedas are personified forms of Saraswati. Again, since the 
information contained in the timeless Vedas were passed on from generation to 
generation by the process of teaching and learning which entails the use of speech and 
skill with language, this Goddess is said to patronize these two—the faculty of speech 
called Vak, and skills with the language. Learning and teaching also requires intelligence 
and a properly functioning mind and its sub-conscious, these too were patronized by 
Saraswati. That is why a person who is highly learned and scholarly, who is wise, 
intelligent and erudite, is said to be especially blessed by Goddess Saraswati. The Vedas 
created by Brahma would have been useless had it not been for Saraswati that enabled 
these Vedas to be revealed, taught and propagated from generation to generation. 

Etymologically, ‘Saraswati’ represents a river, and this is how she is represented in 
the Rig Veda, because the word literally means ‘to flow’. This is a very apt definition for 
Saraswati because that knowledge which ‘flows and spreads’, which ‘grows and 
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develops’, is good for all and it blooms, while that which is locked in books and shelves 
of libraries is as good as non-existent, it becomes stagnant and has no practical value and 
utility. Metaphorically, this ‘flow’ can also represents speech because what we speak also 
flows forth from our mind and tongue; that is why good orators are said to be making a 
flowing and flowery speech that springs out from their mouth in a natural flow much like 
a stream gushing out from a natural spring or flowers that blossom in the spring season 
on their own. 

Since the light of knowledge and wisdom is the anti-thesis of the darkness created by 
delusions and ignorance, she is iconographically depicted clothed in spotless white—the 
colour of all-inclusiveness purity and irrefutable immaculacy, of absolute truth and 
reality, as well as of wisdom, knowledge and light that removes the various shades of 
darkness representing ignorance and delusions. She sits on a lotus also symbolizing 
purity and cleanliness. 

Her mount or vehicle is the Hans, the Swan, which is itself regarded as a very wise 
bird. It is believed that it would pick up pearls and leave the rest of the gems aside from a 
collection of jewels, and drink pure milk and leave its adulterants to symbolise its ability 
of selecting and accepting the best of what is available. Saraswati sitting on the Hans 
implies that mere technical knowledge, skill and expertise alone are not enough if it is not 
complemented with wisdom, insight, erudition and enlightenment. This means a person 
on whom Saraswati is pleased would use his discretionary intellect and wisdom to select 
the best option available to him; he would pick out the nuggets of wisdom contained in 
the vast and voluminous scriptures that are of any spiritual worth for him and accept them 
in his daily life, leaving aside the rest. The swan moves majestically in a pond of lotus 
flowers, it lends glory to the pond and the flowers because it is the only living entity in 
the immobile surroundings. Likewise, a wise and learned man is like a gem in the society. 
In mythological lore, a Peacock is also depicted as her vehicle. The peacock is said to be 
the most beautiful bird with its opened plume of colorful feathers—this symbolises the 
fact that knowledge can not only bring the best things of the world to the person who has 
knowledge and expertise on any subject but also to symbolise that it is a person's degree 
of mental development and the level of his wisdom, knowledge, erudition and 
enlightenment that makes him attractive, much respected and honoured rather than the 
amount of physical wealth he possesses, the strength of his body or its beauty that has 
any real importance. The peacock in its self is not a beautiful bird; it is its colourful 
plume of open feathers that makes it so charming and attractive. So, mere knowledge and 
intelligence is not as important as their type and the use to which they are put. A man's 
knowledge can be the cause of ruin and miseries for others, while another man's 
knowledge can show happiness and peace to the less fortunate ones. Obviously, the latter 
is revered by the society and the former is loathed. 

In iconographic accounts, she is shown as having four hands. The four arms are 
indicative of her all-inclusiveness, as they stand for the four Vedas as well as the four 
cardinal points of the directional compass (east, south, west and north). Further, the 
supreme transcendental cosmic Consciousness known as Brahm is also said to have four 
Pads or aspects—refer Chandogya Upanishad, Canto 4, Section 5-8 of Sam Veda 
tradition. 

In one version, two of the hands hold a Veena (Indian lute)—one hand holding it, 
while the other hand strumming its string to indicate that she is eternally singing the 
hymns of the Vedas, deriving eternal bliss from this singing, and perpetually immersed in 
contemplation and meditation. The Veena, a musical instrument used to sing 
melodiously, indicates the ability to be sentimental and emotional on the one hand, and 
this involves the interaction of the heart because a good singer sings from the heart, and 
to be intelligent and have a sharp mind which naturally involves the mind and intellect on 
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the other hand, because one has to be an expert in the Vedas and the languages in order to 
remember the complicated verses and recall them flawlessly while singing. Coordination 
between the heart and mind is very necessary for singing; singing is not possible if the 
heart and the mind are not rested, are not at peace with them selves, and not in harmony. 
The third hand has an Akshamala (prayer rosary). The rosary indicates that inspite of 
knowing everything and being Brahm personified, she remains constantly engrossed in 
doing Japa or repeating some divine Mantra herself to teach her followers never to 
abandon contemplation and meditation as well as the use of divine Mantras. The fourth 
holds a book symbolizing knowledge in all its forms, in its most visible and tangible 
form. The book indicates knowledge not only of the scriptures but of all the sciences, arts 
and crafts taken together. 

In another version, she is depicted as holding a rosary, a goad, a loop and a book in 
her four hands—refer verse no. 38 of the ‘Saraswati Rahasya Upanishad’. The symbolism 
of the goad and the loop is obvious. They indicate the fact that when a man becomes wise 
he is able to rein in his sense organs by using the loop, and coax himself to follow the 
correct path by using the goad of wisdom, erudition, knowledge and enlightenment. 

Saraswati is considered as the divine consort of Brahma, and hence represents his 
power of intelligence, wisdom, skill, erudition, expertise and knowledge that enabled 
Brahma to create the Vedas and the rest of this creation. 

An entire Upanishad called Saraswati Rahasya Upanishad belonging to the Krishna 
Yajur Veda tradition is dedicated to her. 

In Christianity, Saint Catherine is honoured as the patron saint of learning, students 
and educational institutions. She is a lady saint like goddess Saraswati and was born in 
Alexandria in a wealthy family in CE 294. Her name before baptism was Dorothea. She 
had accepted Christ as her betrothal, and as proof of her devotion for the Lord she was 
given a ring in her dreams which she found on her fingers when she woke up. But this 
dedication led to her being martyred during the rule of the Roman Emperor Maximian. It 
is believed that the angel of God took her body to the foot of Mountain of Moses in the 
Sinai desert. This mountain is where Moses had received the ten Commandants from the 
Lord. A monastery in her name exits there today. ] 
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4/23. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 
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It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as *Laxmi", the Goddess of wealth and 
prosperity. [In other words, it is Lord Ram in his cosmic role as the sustainer of creation 
assumed the form of goddess known as Laxmi so that he can provide the creature with 
material comfort and pleasures of life so that the creature is not put to undue 
inconvenience.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/23). 

[Note—'Laxmi is the Goddess of well being, majesty, wealth and prosperity. She is the 

divine consort of Lord Vishnu and represents the dynamism of the Lord that helps him to 

carry out the function of sutainance, development, growth, nourishment and protection of 
this vast and myriad creation. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Canto 4, verse no. 11 
describes the Mantra dedicated to this Goddess. To guote—*OM salutations! The most 
glorious, majestic, powerful, great and divine Goddess is the Laxmi* of the three worlds 
called the Bhu Loka (the terrestrial world where mortal creatures live; the earth), the 
Bhuvaha Loka (which is the lower heaven where the junior Gods and spirits live), and the 
Swaha Loka (the upper heaven where the Lord of the world Vishnu lives). [*The word 
Laxmi is used here as an adjective to describe the glorious virtues and majestic qualities 
that give greatness and supremacy to an entity. It is usually measured in terms of 
grandeur, magnificence, prosperity, opulence, supernatural powers, sway and authority 
that such an entity possesses. In materialistic world it is usually a synonym for material 
wealth, prosperity, opulence and the fame that comes with them. In other words, the 
divine Goddess Laxmi who is the consort of Lord Vishnu personifies these virtues. Since 
Lord Vishnu is another name for the Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic all-pervading and 
all-inclusive form of the supreme Brahm, from whom the entire creation has been born 
and who completely soaks it like water in sponge, it follows that Laxmi represents the 
dynamic qualities of Vishnu that helps the Lord to sustain and protect the world.] 

Let the great Goddess Maha-Laxmi whose other name is ‘Kalkarni’ (i.e. the one who 
actively controls all the deeds and actions of the creature in all phases of time and 
circumstance) inspire and impel us towards doing auspicious, righteous and noble deeds.* 

This Mantra dedicated to the great Goddess Laxmi in the Gayatri Chanda (style of 
poetical composition) is enunciated in the Yajur Veda, and is therefore called the *Maha- 
Laxmi Gayatri Mantra’ of the Yajur Veda. It has twenty-four letters or syllables. 

Laxmi is the patron goddess of wealth, and she epitomizes all round welfare and well 
being, not only in material terms but also in spiritual terms for only a well off aspirant 
who has not to bother about his daily needs can comfortably involve himself in religious 
activities such as doing fire sacrifices and making charities. If a man is mentally worried 
about his bread and butter, he would find it hard to concentrate on spiritual pursuits 
without a sense of guilt of not living up to his responsibilities towards his family, 
especially when he has spent the whole life as a householder with a large bundle of 
responsibility on his shoulders. Even the cosmic sustainer and care-taker, Lord Vishnu 
had to keep her with him in order to take care of the material needs of his subjects. An 
entire Upanishad, called the ‘Saubhagya Laxmi Upanishad’ belonging to the Rig Veda 
tradition is dedicated to this goddess. This Upanishad is chapter no.9 of this humble 
author's anthology of Rig Veda Upanishads. ] 
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4/24. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Gauri’, the Goddess who is the divine 
consort of Lord Shiva and considered as the Mother Goddess. [The Goddess Gauri is also 
known as Parvati who is regarded as the Mother of all other forms of goddesses. She is a 
personified form of Shakti, the cosmic dynamic powers and energy of the supreme 
Brahm by which the latter does anything. This Shakti is not different or separate from 
Brahm but only a manifestation of the latter's cosmic dynamism, energy and powers. 
Since Lord Ram is none else but Brahm personified, it is said here that all the dynamisms 
and energies that are present in this creation, and all the Goddesses who are 
personifications of these grand virtues of Brahm, are actually the Lord himself playing 
out these roles in a secret form. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/24). 
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4/25. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as *Janki', the daughter of King Janak and 
his divine consort. [Janki is also known as Sita. She is an incarnation of Goddess Laxmi 
or Rama who is the divine consort of Lord Vishnu and a manifestation of Shakti in its 
macrocosmic form.]! 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/25). 

[Note— Sita is the cosmic primordial primary energy and power called ‘Shakti’, which 
was responsible for setting in motion the process of creation, personified. She is the 
divine consort of Lord Ram who is none other than Lord Vishnu in a human form. An 
entire Upanishad, called *Sito-panishad” is dedicated to her. It extols her divine, ethereal, 
holy and sublime aspects, and is the 4th Upanishad of the Atharva Veda. It is included in 
our present book as Chapter no. 6. 

As has been pointed out earlier, Shakti is the dynamism and energy of the supreme 
transcendental Brahm in a personified female form. Shakti is an integral part of Brahm 
and is nothing but one of the Supreme Being's various forms to perform specific 
functions. It is this Shakti that has revealed itself as Sita or Janki. Hence, it is appropriate 
to say that it is Lord Ram who himself has revealed as Sita. Again, since it is Brahm that 
pervades in each pore of creation and there is nothing in this creation that is not Brahm, it 
clearly follows that Sita is also a form of this universal divinity known as Brahm.] 


w/*&. 3 "p x 4 Shas: 4 dam ag Ford ipi: a d WU T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yasca trailokyam bhürbhuvah suvastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/26 // 
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4/26. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the three legendary worlds, and hence is 
called the ‘Trilokya’. [The word ‘Trilokyam’ has two connotations—one is that the Lord 
is able to see everything in all the three worlds, that nothing is hidden or secret from him 
because he is omniscient and all-knowing as well as a resident in the inner-self of all the 
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creatures as their Atma or soul, and two, that all the three worlds are his revelation, or 
that all the three phases of creation—viz. the past, the present and the future—are 
uniformly pervaded by the Lord who is the omnipresent and all-encompassing Supreme 
Being of creation. The three worlds are the terrestrial world, the lower heaven 
represented by the sky just above the surface of the earth, and the upper heavens 
represented by the deep recesses of the sky.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/26). 


X/Y. 3% "px d hmm: TaN a: uu: ya: erat d TÀ T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān yah süryah bhūrbhuvah svastasmai vai namo 
namah // 4/27 // 


ao wi oma ATS shore od eae A tam tl 4 qües wes Zi SÀ weiepE su 
am q, fa, @: — de det erm $ ae ws Ub gp db ši ga dam wr Pag d 
AT INI FAH € (29) 


4/27. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Surya'’, the Sun God in his subtle 
manifestation, and as the visible celestial Sun in his more visible form. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/27). 

[Note—'The Sun/Surya— The Sanskrit word for the Sun God or Aditya is Surya. This 

word has three connotations—viz. (i) Sarteha—one how moves. This refers to the Sun 

because it moves constantly moves across the sky. It also refers to the supreme cosmic 

Consciousness that makes all movement possible. (ii) Sviryate—this means one who 

receives and accepts. This virtue refers to the fact that all offerings offered to the fire 

sacrifice are done in the presence of the Sun, and since the latter is the celestial cauldron 

of fire all the offerings are deemed to be offered to it. In another plane, it refers to the 

Jiva, the living being, who receives stimuli from the world and then accepts them and 

deduces that the world from where they originate is real and true. (iii) Suvateha— 

meaning one who shines. This is very obvious in the case of the Sun. This virtue refers to 

the supreme Self or supreme Consciousness that is self-illuminated and self-effulgent. 

Sun God or Surya appears first in the Rig Veda, 1/50. He is one of the chief Gods 
that sustain life. He is closely related to the Fire God; the Sun is a visible manifestation of 
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the fire element. The sun is regarded as the ‘eye’ of the Viraat Purush, and at the time of 
creation when this Viraat Purush revealed himself as the individual creature such as for 
example a cow, a horse and a man, the Sun God took up residence in the eye (refer 
Aitereyo-panishad of Rig Veda, Canto 1, verse no. 4, and Canto 2, verse nos. 3-4). He is 
also regarded as visible manifestation of the supreme transcendental Brahm (refer Brihad 
Aranyaka Upanishad, 2/1/2; 2/5/5; 3/7/9. The Sun God watched the deeds done by all the 
creatures (Rig Veda, 1/50/2). The Sun is like the Atma of all the creatures (Akchu 
Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 1; Rig Veda, 1/115/1; Shatpath Brahman, 14/3/2/9). 

The Sun is the brightest, the most splendorous, the brilliantly radiant, the most 
majestic and grandest entity in the entire firmament. The whole length and breadth of the 
sky is lit with its light; all the objects present in the sky, visible or invisible, are 
illuminated by its light. It is the eternal and infinite celestial source of light, heat and 
energy; it inspires, fosters, sustains and protects life in this world; it is synonymous with 
and a metaphor for life in all its dimensions. Its splendour and radiance makes it an apt 
metaphor for knowledge, wisdom, erudition, sagacity and enlightenment. As an 
embodiment of this virtue of knowledge, wisdom, erudition and sagacity he has been held 
in high esteem and as the great teacher and preacher of eclectic knowledge pertaining to 
the philosophy expounded by the Upanishads. He had assumed the form of a horse and 
revealed the Shukla Yajur Veda to the great sage Yagyavalkya. He was also the teacher 
of Hanuman, said to be incarnate Wind God and Lord Shiva, and who was the great, most 
ardent and the wisest devotee of Lord Ram. 

From the physical perspective also, the Sun is regarded as a fount of light, energy 
and heat which supports life in all forms in this physical world. No life is imaginable 
without the presence of the Sun. 

According to mythological accounts, the Sun God was the son of sage Kashyap and 
his wife Aditi from whom all the Gods were born. He is said to be a revelation from the 
eye of the Viraat Purush also known as Vishnu who is the macrocosmic all-pervading and 
all-encompassing vast and invisible form of the Supreme Being known as the 
transcendental Brahm. The physical Sun in the sky is the Viraat Purush's visible form. He 
was married to Sangya, the daughter of Vishwakarma who is regarded as the architect, 
builder and planner of the Gods. Sangya had two sons and one daughter from the Sun 
God—viz. the sons named Shraadha-dev also called Vaivaswat Manu and Yam the god 
of death, and the daughter named Yamuna which is also the name of a famous river in 
India. Sangya could not bear the intensity of the Sun's heat and light, so she left her 
*shadow' or image and herself went away disguised as a mare to do sever penance. From 
this ‘shadow’ were produced two sons and a daughter. The two sons were Shani God who 
is believed to be full of malice and evil forebodings reflecting the genes of his mother as 
a dark shadow, and Saarvarni Manu, and the daughter was Tapti literally meaning one 
who is fierce and hot. In due course of time, the Sun God found out that his real wife 
Sangya was involved in doing severe Tapa, so he was extremely pleased with her and 
brought her back. It was from her form as a mare that the Ashwini Kumars were born. 
They derived their name from the root ‘Ashwa’ meaning a horse. These twin sons of the 
Sun God are regarded as the medicine men of the Gods. 

The Sun God revealed himself as Sugriv, the king of the monkey race, during Treta- 
Yug when Lord Ram incarnated, and as Karna during Dwapar when Lord Krishna came 
as an incarnation of Vishnu. Sun God rides a chariot driven by Arun who is the son of 
Vintaa (his mother) and the elder brother of Garud, the legendary heron or eagle who is 
the mount of Lord Vishnu. The seven horses of the chariot represent the seven colours of 
the Sun's light. He is constantly on the move and controls and regulates the seasons, 
months, solstice and year. 
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The Surya Mandal, i.e. the divine abode of the Sun God, has been narrated in the 
Vishnu Puran, section 2, canto 10, verse nos. 1-23. It is also referred to in the 
Tripadvibhut Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 5, paragraph no. 15 as falling in the 
path of a spiritual aspirant who, upon leaving his gross body, is going astride the Garud 
(the divine vehicle of Vishnu which is represented by the OM Mantra here) through the 
path of the sky to the heaven where Lord Vishnu lives. 

References of the Upanishads dealing with the Sun God— 

(a) Rig Veda — Aiteriyo-panishad, Canto 1, verse no. 4, Canto 2, verse no. 4. 

(b) Sam Veda = Chandogya Upanishad, 1/6/3, 5, 6; 1/10/7; 2/9; 2/14; 2/24/12-14; 
3/1-11; 3/18; 5/13; 6/4/2 etc.; Savitri Upanishad. 

(c) Shukla Yajur Veda — and Brihad Aranyak Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda— 
2/1/2; 2/5/5; 3/7/90; 3/9/5; 5/15. 

(d) Krishna Yajur Veda — Akchu Upanishad, Cantos 1 and 2; Brahmo-panishad, 
verse no. 1; Taitteriya Upanishad, Valli 1, Anuvaak 1, verse no. 1; Valli 1, Anuvaak 5, 
verse no. 2; Shwetashwatar Upanishad, Canto 2; Naryan Upanishad, verse no. 1. 

(e) Atharva Veda = Prashna Upanishad, Canto 1; Surya Upanishad; Gayatri Upanishad. 
According to Yoga Upanishads, the Sun God has his symbolic presence in the naval of 
the body in the Nabhi Chakra or the Manipur Chakra, and as the fire element in the 
Mooladhar Chakra, the Swadhisthan Chakra and the Kundalini. The dynamic energy of 
the sun represented by its life-giving powers is revealed in the form of consciousness that 
flows in the Pingla Naadi, the nerve passing through the right nostril. 

The Akchu Upanishad lists some of the virtues of the Sun God in its Canto 1, verse 

no. 1 which is exclusively dedicated to his grand virtues. 
Aditya or the Sun God, or his visible form as the celestial Sun, has been repeatedly 
regarded by the Upanishads as a visible manifestation of the Viraat Purush who himself 
is the macrocosmic gross body of Brahm. For example, Sam Veda's Chandogya 
Upanishad—1/6/3, 5, 6; 1/10/7; 2/9; 2/14; 2/24/12-14; 3/1-11; 3/18; 5/13; 6/4/2 etc.; 
Shukla Yajur Veda's Brihad Aranyak Upanishad—2/1/2; 2/5/5; 3/7/9; 3/9/5; 5/15; 
Krishna Yajur Veda's Brahmo-panishad, verse no. 1; Taitteriya Upanishad, Valli 1, 
Anuvaak 5, verse no. 2. 

He is the eye of the Supreme Being—refer Aiteriyo-panishad of Rig Veda, Canto 1, 
verse no. 4, and finds his abode in the creature's eye— refer Aiteriyo-panishad, Canto 2, 
verse no. 4. 

The Prashna Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 1, verse nos. 4-6, 8 describes the 
Sun God as the Pran—the vital life giving factor in creation, the life consciousness, and 
in Canto 1, verse nos. 9, 12-15 as Prajapti—the creator, motivator, nourisher, sustainer, 
protector and caretaker of the subjects of this creation. He is called the Fire God or the 
Vaishwanar Agni, the Viraat Purush, the Pran or life consciousness that supports all life 
in this world—Canto 1, verse no. 7. 

The Akchu Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition is fully dedicated to the 
Sun God. It has two parts—in its Canto 1 sage Sankriti offers prayers to the Sun God, and 
Canto 2 contains the metaphysical and spiritual teachings of the Sun God for the benefit 
of the sage. 

The Taitteriya Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, in its Valli 1, Anuvaak 
1, verse no. 1, says that the Sun God is known as ‘Mitra’, literally meaning a friend. This 
is because the Sun God's benevolence and life-sustaining abilities make him a fast friend 
of every single living being in creation. He fosters life and is a friend of life rather than 
being its enemy by annihilating it. He helps the world to develop and grow as well as to 
acquire its stupendous magnificence and glory—refer Taitteriya Upanishad, Valli 1, 
Anuvaak 5, verse no. 2. 
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He is also known as ‘Savita’—refer Savitru-panishad of Sam Veda tradition, and 
Shwetashwatar Upanishad, Canto 2 of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition. 

The Narayan Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 1 says that he was 
born from Lord Narayan, i.e. Lord Vishnu. The same thing is asserted in Brahmo- 
panishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 1 which states that Aditya, the Sun God, is a 
manifestation of Lord Vishnu. But this is understandable because Vishnu and the Viraat 
Purush is the same Lord having different names according to the degree of subtlety and 
the scriptural text one is referring to; both are synonymously used. Whereas the Viraat 
Purush was the macrocosmic gross body of the supreme transcendental Brahm that 
appeared in the first stage of creation when Brahm decided to initiate it, he was called 
Vishnu at a little later stage when the visible creation was just about to be initiated, 
because it is from Vishnu that Brahma the creator was born who later gave shape to the 
creation itself. 

‘Aditya’ or the Sun God appears in the Vedas as follows—Rig Veda-- 1/41/4-6; 2/27; 
8/47/14-18; 10/185; Sam Veda—395; 397; Yajur Veda—23/5; 34/54; Atharva Veda— 
5/3/9-10; 16/3.] 
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om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān yah somah bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo 
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4/28. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Som or Soma”. [The word ‘Som’ refers 
to the Moon God, while the word *Soma' refers to a drink derived from the sap of a herb 
of the same name that is used as sanctified drink during fire sacrifices. It is white in 
colour. This drink is offered to the Gods as well as taken as sanctified drink by the 
participants of the rituals. It is said that Soma, the drink, is stored in Som, the celestial 
Moon, thereby giving the latter its name ‘Som’. It is the elixir that gives ecstasy and bliss 
to the Gods. In the present context it means that both the elixir of life known as Soma as 
well as the Moon God who is charged with its custody are actually the Supreme Being 
revealed in their forms. The Soma is the Supreme Being's magnificent quality of giving 
happiness, joys, bliss and ecstasy, while the glorious Moon in the heaven represents the 
virtues of providing peace, tranquility, calmness and rest to the creature who is finding 
himself agitated and restless due to the continuous turmoil and the numerous torments 
and miseries of this existential world.] 
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The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 
I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/28). 
[Note—'The Som or the Moon God (also known as Chandrama)—He appears first in the 
Rig Veda, 10/85/19). He is the patron God of night. His origin is in the Mana (heart and 
mind; the emotions and thoughts) of the Parmatma or the supreme Lord (the Viraat 
Purush or Vishnu) (Yajur Veda, 31/12; Taiteriya Brahman, 3/10/8/5). His existence 
depends upon the Sun God. On the dark night, he is supposed to enter the Sun (Aiteriya 
Brahman, 8/28). Chandrama is synonymous with Som, the divine elixir and sanctified 
drink drunk during the religious sacrifices as it gives its drinker peace and a long life 
(Kaushatiki Brahman, 16/5; Aiteriya Brahman, 7/11). He is the controller of seasons and 
months; he always changes so appear to be like a new born everyday. He gives peace and 
long life to the ‘Stota’, the chanter of hymns as prayers (Rig Veda, 10/85/19). 

Chandra or the Moon God or Som appears in the Vedas as follows—Rig Veda— 
10/85/19; Yajur Veda—1/28; Atharva Veda—6/78/1-2; 19/1. 

The Yogshikha Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition describes this Moon as 
being as the symbolic form of the water element. The moon is said to be the celestial 
pitcher of Amrit, the elixir of eternity and bliss that is drunk by the Gods. In the human 
body, it is represented by the Eda Naadi passing through the left nostrils and which is 
used during do Pranayam. [Refer Canto 1, verse 166.] It is also present as the crescent 
moon, the Ardha Chandrakar Chakra, which is said to be the shape of the water element 
of which the patron deity is Vishnu, the sustainer of creation, and located from the knee 
to the hip region. [Refer Canto 1, verse 176 and Canto 5, verse no. 13.] At other places it 
describes the symbolic importance of creating a union of the moon and sun as metaphor 
for the union of the creature with the supreme Brahm. [Refer Canto 1, verse nos. 56 and 
68 for instance.] In the context of Pranayam it is used to indicate the bliss obtained by the 
ascetic. [Refer Canto 1, verse nos. 120, 127.] 

Canto 1, verse no. 133 of this Upanishad describes the great Mantra ‘So-a-ham’ and 
asserts that the moon stands for the letter ‘sa’ of this Mantra. Other instances where moon 
appears in Yogshikha Upanishad are Canto 1, verse nos. 133, 146, 176, Canto 3, verse 
no. 11, and Canto 6, verse no. 4. 

The Rudra Hridaya Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 4 asserts that 
the Moon God is Vishnu personified. This is because Vishnu is the sustainer and 
nourisher of creation much like the Som which is a divine elixir that sustains the Gods 
and gives them eternity. Another reason is that the physical form of Som is like the male 
semen which harbours life intrinsically inside it and is the means by which creation is 
brought about, and Vishnu in his more sublime form known as Viraat Purush is also the 
Lord from whom the entire creation emerged. 

The Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 4, verse no. 
38 says that Chandrama or the Moon God is one of the ten Digpaals or custodians of the 
ten directions of the celestial globe. He is the patron deity of the north-western direction 
and worshipped in that corner. Verse no. 39 says that his weapon is known as Gadaa or 
the mace. 

The Moon God is said to be a custodian God of the Soma, a white coloured drink 
derived from the sap of a plant of the same name. It is used as a sanctified drink during 
fire and other religious sacrifices and 1s offered to Gods. It is said to provide ecstasy and 
bliss. The Moon derives its name as ‘Som’ because of the fact that it is considered as the 
heavenly pitcher of this Soma juice stored by the Gods.] 
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om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yani ca naksatrani bhūrbhuvah svastasmai 
vai namo namah // 4/29 // 
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4/29. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the different "Nakshatras'” or stars and 
their constellations. [In other words, all the gross bodies in the heaven such as the 
numerous stars and their equally numerous clusters are one of the myriad forms of the 
supreme Lord known as Ram.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/29). 

[Note— The Nakshatras—The word Nakshatra refers to the star or constellation (group 

or cluster of independent stars) that is present in the lunar mansion which is the 1/27" 

part of the path of the moon's revolution around the earth. It represents 13.33 degrees of 

the sky. Since the sidereal revolution time of the moon is a little less than 27 days and 8 

hours, the moon travels through one Nakshatra during the course of a day. The day is 

therefore named after the particular Nakshatra through which the moon is passing on a 

particular day according to the lunar calendar. The Nakshatras occupy a very important 

place in astronomical and astrological calculations. 

The Atharva Veda (14/7) and Maitraayaniya Sanhita (2/13/20) lists the names of 
twenty eight Nakshatras. These are the following—Ashvini, Bharani, Krittika, Rohini, 
Mrigshiras, Aardraa, Punarvasu, Pushya, Aashlesha, Maghaa, Purva-phaalguni, Uttar- 
phaalguni, Hastaa, Chitraa, Swaati, Vishaakhaa, Anuraadhaa, Jeyshthaa, Mulaa, Purva- 
aashaadha, Uttar-aashaadha, Shravanaa, Dhanisthaa, Shatabhisha, Purva-Bhaadra-padaa, 
Uttar-Bhaadra-padaa, and Revati. 

The Purans however consider that the twenty seven Nakshatras are daughters of 
Daksha Prajapti and married to the Moon God called Chandra. 

The Nakshatras are related to the twelve Zodiac signs called the Raashis. The 
Nakshatras are further classified as males and females, as well as benevolent ones and 
malevolent ones depending upon their positive or negative impact on the creature.] 
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om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ye ca navagrahāh bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/30 // 
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4/30. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Nava Grahas'’ or nine Grahas or 
planets. [In other words, all the planets in the heaven are one of the numerous forms of 
the supreme Lord known as Ram. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/30). 

[Note—'The Nava-Grahas or nine planets—The Navgrahas are the following—Sun, 

Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Rahu and Ketu. 

According to some texts, there are only eight Grahas or Astha Grahas because they 
treat the last two, i.e. Rahu and Ketu, as one entity. Refer Atharvashir Upanishad of 
Atharva Veda tradition, Kandika 2, verse no. 9. This Upanishad is in honour of Lord 
Rudra as another name of Brahm, and says that Rudra is a personification of the eight 
Grahas. 

The Vishnu Puran, section 2, canto 12, verse no. 1-28 describes the Grahas and their 
divine chariots and their horses.] 
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4/31. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘eight Vasus’’. [The Vasus are the 
Nature’s gift to creature. They were the natural assets formed by the supreme Brahm so 
as to make life feasible and convenient in creation. In other words, the supreme Brahm 
who is also known as Lord Ram not only created this world but ensured that it is well 
provided for and its basic needs are taken care of by manifesting himself in the form of 
these eight primary requirements of life. This is the reason why one of the names of 
Vishnu is *Vasudeo'—the Lord of Vasus. It ought to be noted here that Lord Ram is an 
incarnation of Vishnu or Vasudeo. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/32). 

[Note—'The eight Vasus— These Vasus are the various patron Gods who preside over 

the essential elements of life. They are eight in number as follows—Vishnu who is the 

sustainer, Shiva who is the annihilator, Kuber who is the treasurer of the wealth of the 

Gods, the Sun, Water, Fire, Wealth represented by gems and gold, and ‘Ray’ representing 

glory and fame. The element ‘Fire’ is the most potent, prominent and essential force in 

creation, because without fire the world would freeze to death. Hence, the Fire-God is 
said to be the chief amongst the Vasus. The ‘fire’ element is the active force in creation 
and is primarily responsible for kindling the cosmic cauldron that set in motion the 
process, and once having set it in motion it then sustained it and would finally annihilate 

it by burning it to cinders. On the other hand, Lord Vishnu is the passive force of creation 

represented by his other form of Viraat Purush which is the primary male aspect of 
creation. Lord Vishnu, who is the sustainer of the creation, is the Lord of Laxmi who is 
the Goddess of wealth, and is the supreme creator because Brahma, the old patriarch of 
creation who created the visible world and its creatures, was himself born atop the divine 
lotus that emerged from the navel of Lord Vishnu. Lord Vishnu utilizes the services of 
Laxmi who is the personification of the active forces of creation to create, sustain and 
annihilate the world. 

The Vasus are symbolic Gods who represent those essentials aspects of creation 
without which life would be difficult to conceive and sustain and finally conclude. 

The eight Vasus are the patron Gods who provide succour and a dwelling place for 

the whole creation. They symbolise those primary necessities of life without which 
existence is not possible. They are— (i) Kuber (the God of wealth and prosperity), (ii) the 
Sun God (who provides energy and food) and his rays and radiance (1.e. sunlight and the 
energy that it provides), (iii) Shiva (the concluder or annihilator of the creation), (iv) 
Vishnu (the sustainer), (v) the Water God (called Varun), (vi) the Fire God (called Agni), 
(vii) any body of water such as a pond, a river etc., and (viii) holy and pious people (who 
give advice and guidance to the creatures of the creation). According to Brihad Aranyak 
Upanishad 3/9/3, the Vasus are the following—Fire, Earth, Air, Antariksha (the space of 
the solar system), Aditya (Sun), Duloka (heavens), the Moon, and the Nakshatras (the 
stars and the planets). 


217 


According to Purans, the eight Vasus are the following—Dhruv, Dhar, Som/Soma 
(the sap of an elixir-providing plant called Som/Soma which is used during religious 
ceremonies as sanctified liquid offered to the Gods; it is white in colour and is said to be 
stored in the moon), Aapha (water), Anil (wind), Anal (fire), Pratush and Prabhaas. 

These eight Vasus are the semi-Gods who symbolise the various types of assets 
needed to sustain this world. They therefore represent such assets as jewels, precious 
stones and gems, gold and other forms of wealth and property. Vasus also refers to the 
fire and water elements as well as their grosser forms as the terrestrial fire and water 
bodies such as ponds and lakes; to the virtue of radiance, splendour and glory; to the ray 
of light; to Kuber (the treasurer of Gods), Shiva, Sun, Vishnu, and a simple and pious 
gentleman. 

The Ekakchar Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 7, says that these 
Vasus are manifestations of Brahm in order to provide the creation with the necessities of 
life. 

The Atharva-shikha Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Kandika (Canto) 1 says 
that the Vasus were created in the beginning of creation from the first Matra ‘A’ of OM 
representing the first leg of the supreme Brahm along with Brahma the creator, the Rig 
Veda, the Gayatri Chand and the Grahapatya Agni. 

The Brihajjabal Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Brahman 4, verse no. 16 lists the 
eight Vasus as follows—Ghar, Dhruv, Soma, Kripa, Anil, Anal, Pratyush and Prabhash. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Brahman 1, verse no. 
3 says that the Vasus, along with the Rudras and Adityas etc., were born out of the third 
step of the divine Anushtup Chanda in which the Mantra of Lord Nrisingh was revealed 
to the creator Brahma when he did severe Tapa in order to initiate the process of creation. 

Lord Vishnu has one of his names as ‘Vasudeo’ because he is the sustainer and 
protector of creation, signifying his undisputed lordship over all the essential elements in 
Nature, called the Vasus of which there are eight in number, which were created at the 
beginning of creation to help sustain the upcoming creation. It ought to be noted here that 
Vishnu is also called Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic gross body of Brahm, and it is from 
this form of Brahm that the creator of the visible creation, 1.e. Brahma the old patriarch of 
creation, had emerged atop a divine lotus that sprouted from the navel of Vishnu. In other 
words, everything has its origin in the supreme Brahm. 

The word ‘Vishnu’ consists of two components—‘ Vishwa’ meaning the world or the 
entire creation, and ‘Anu’ meaning an atom. Hence, this is made up of atoms called 
Vishnu, and therefore the latter pervades throughout this creation. The whole creation is a 
manifestation of Vishnu. The divine glories of Lord Vishnu have been extolled in the 
Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 1, 
paragraph 5-6; Canto 8, paragraph nos. 17, as well as in Vishnu Puran, Chapter 1, Canto 
2, verse nos. 1-32, 55-70.] 


«/32. 3 "px d ATH: U TATA FAT aaa: Wha: ETH d Ya AM: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ye cāstau vasavah bhürbhuvah svastasmai 
vai namo namah // 4/32 // 
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4/32. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘eight Lokpaals". [The word 
*Lokpaal' means one who takes care of the world. Obviously, this role is played by 
Vishnu amongst the Trinity Gods. It is Vishnu who has incarnated as Lord Ram, so the 
similarity is evident. Here the implication is that the it is Lord Ram or Lord Vishnu who 
has manifested himself as the eight Lokpaals to take care of the eight directions of the 
gross world.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/32). 

[Note--'The eight Lokpals are the custodians of the eight directions of the world. They 

are represented by the following— (i) Indra (the king of Gods), (ii) Agni (the Fire God), 

(iii) Yam (the Death God; also called Dharma Raj because he upholds righteousness and 

nobility of thoughts and conducts), (iv) Nirriti (the God who controls death due to sins 

and evil tendencies as opposed to Yam who judges the destiny of those who die 

depending upon the content of righteousness and probity element in their earlier life), (v) 

Varun (the Water God), (vi) Vaayu (the Wind God), (vii) Kuber (the treasurer of Gods), 

and (viii) Ish (Lord Shiva). Though Brahma and Anant (Vishnu or Sheshnath, the 

legendary hooded serpent on whom Vishnu reclines in the cosmic ocean called Kshir 

Sagar) are also considered guardians of the world and are listed as the last two amongst 

the ten Digpals, but the above eight Gods are regarded as the Lokpals. 

Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 4, verse no. 36-37 
mentions the name of eight Lokpals, and verse no. 38 mentions the names of eight 

Digpals. Verse no. 39 lists their weapons.] 


¥/33. 3 "p x a Aas: U TATA À REND eal: Wes: eS d GHI M: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ye caikādaša rudrah bhürbhuvah svastasmai 
vai namo namah // 4/33 // 
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4/33. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘eleven Rudras". [The word ‘Rudra’ 
means angry, and it is one of the names of Lord Shiva, the concluder of creation and the 
third of the Trinity Gods. In other words, Lord Ram had assumed the form of Rudra or 
Shiva in order to bring this creation to conclusion. Refer verse no. 4/5 and 4/15.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/33). 

[Note—'The eleven Rudras— Rudra is the angry form of Lord Shiva. The word means 

‘the terrible one; the angry and ruthless one; one who roars and thunders; one who makes 

the enemy weep; one who destroys this trans-migratory world of birth and death; one 
who destroys ignorance and delusions; one who eliminates evil and perversions.’ 

Rudra is a Vedic deity and has been eulogized in three full Suktas (hymns) dedicated 
to him. These are Rig Veda’s 1/114/1-11; 2/33/1-15, and Yajur Veda’s 16/1-66. Besides 
these Suktas, Rudra is honoured as a deity at a number of places in the Vedas—viz. Rig 
Veda—1/43/1-4, 5/42/11, 7/46/1-4, 7/59/12; Atharva Veda—5/6/3-4, 6/55/2-3, 7/92/1, 
11/2; and Yajur Veda—11/54. 

Rudra is regarded as the father of Marut, the Wind God (Rig Veda, 2/33/1). Rudra 
assumes many forms—usually it is eleven forms (Taitteriya Sanhita, 3/4/9/7), but 
sometimes they are also said to be thirty-three in number (Taitteriya Sanhita, 1/4/11/1). 
Rudra is regarded as having a close relationship with Agni, the Fire God (Shatpath 
Brahman, 5/2/4/13). The Padma Puran, Swargakhanda, Chapter 8 mentions only eight 
Rudras. These eight, eleven or thirty-three forms of Rudra might mean as many aspects 
of Shiva. 

However, in terms of the Upanishads, the eleven Rudras stand for the ten vital winds 
called Prans + one Mana or mind. The ten Prans are five chief Prans such as Pran 
(breath), Apaan, Samaan, Udaan and Vyan, and five subsidiary Prans such as Nag, 
Kurma, Krikar, Devdutta and Dhananjay. [Refer—Trishikhi Brahmin Upanishad, Canto 
2, verse nos. 77-87 of Shukla Yajur Veda tradition; Dhyan Bindu Upanishad, verse nos. 
55'?_57 of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition. ] 

Rudra is said to have created such mythological figures as Bhuts (ghosts), Pretas 

(disembodied spirits), Pishacha (goblins), Khusmaandas (malignant imps). 
In iconography, he has been depicted as wearing long tresses coiled on the head, has 
strong powerful arms, has a body decorated variously with serpents or priceless 
ornaments, and holds a strong and invincible bow and arrow as well as a thunderbolt. 
When necessary, he becomes ferocious and charges at his enemies on a chariot or on 
foot, while at the other times he is full of mercy and compassion. He is closely associated 
with forests and mountains, and is also the patron deity of herbs and medicinal plants. 
Hence, he is the killer of diseases and a great healer. Here, ‘healing’ would mean spiritual 
healing rather than physical ailments afflicting a creature. 
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He destroys sins and evil tendencies in the world, and grants the boon of liberation 
and happiness. 

According to the epic Mahabharata, Anushasanparva, Chapter 14, it is Shiva in the 
form of Rudra who destroys this creation at the end of one cycle of creation. 

The Sharav Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its verse no. 6, describes Rudra as 
Sharav—the killer or destroyer. In this Upanishad, Lord Shiva had assumed this form to 
liberate Vishnu from the form of Nrisingh (a half man and half lion form) which the Lord 
had taken to kill the demon Hirnayakashipu who had been tormenting the devotees of 
Vishnu to such an extent that he did not spare even his son Prahalad. After slaying this 
demon, Nrisingh roamed around in the forests striking terror in other creatures. It was 
then that Shiva, the universal Lord who has been honoured with the epithet of ‘Mahadev’ 
as he is the greatest and supreme God, had assumed the form of Sharav, the killer, and 
liberated Vishnu from the body of Nrisingh. Thus liberated, Vishnu had thanked him a lot 
and went to his divine abode called Vaikunth. So this ferocious form of Shiva known as 
Sharav was also called ‘Rudra’, the angry and ferocious form of the Lord. One can 
imagine the fight that might have razed between Nrisingh and Rudra, and obviously 
Rudra must have been more ferocious than Nrisingh in order to subdue the latter. 

There is another connotation of the word 'Sharav'. The word literally means the 
killer or slayer. In other words, Sharav is that form of the Supreme Being which instils 
fear in the heart of evil and pervert creatures, and kills or eliminates their evil tendencies. 

The word also refers to ‘the Lord who shines in the heart of his devotees’ as their 
Atma or pure consciousness. 

The creature or the embodied soul is called ‘Shar’ or the form of the ethereal spirit 
that has assumed a gross physical body having a head. One who cuts off the head 1s 
known as ‘Sharav’. The head is a metaphor for pride and ego and their accompanying 
traits of hypocrisy, haughtiness and arrogance. It is in the head that all evil planning is 
done, and it is the head that inspires the creature to indulge in all sorts of vices and 
inauspicious deeds. When this happens, the great God, the Parameshwar, makes it sure 
that the soul of such a creature is liberated from the sinful body in which it has been 
trapped by killing the gross body and liberating the soul. 

So, while on the surface it appears to be a physical fight between two powerful 
creatures, one being the Shar and the other being the Sharav, here referring to Nrisingh 
and Rudra respectively, it is actually a system evolved by Nature whereby evil and 
perversions are kept under check. It is a system instituted by the Supreme Being himself 
to regulate and maintain balance, order and law in his creation. Though Nrisingh was 
Lord Vishnu himself in that form, the latter forgot who he actually was once the Lord had 
assumed a physical form. This is the effect of Maya—the overwhelming power of 
delusions that automatically comes with having a gross body like that of ordinary 
creatures. This situation also highlights the reason why all the creatures are under the 
overpowering control of Maya—if Maya can delude Vishnu to forget about who he is and 
wander in the forests as some cruel creature in his form as Nrisingh then it is little 
wonder that ordinary creatures are held under the overpowering sway of Maya. 

Now, who would liberate such primarily innocent souls trapped by Maya, and who 
would provide protection to other innocent creatures who are being subjected to torments 
by this single deluded and evil-possessed soul? Naturally it is their supreme Father who is 
very merciful and who is greatly pained at the predicament in which his off springs, the 
creatures, find themselves in. So this Father intervenes not only to free the trapped soul in 
the evil body, but also to provide succour and solace to other creatures who are being 
tormented by this single individual. 

Thus, the Parameshwar assumed the form of Shrav or Rudra to liberate Vishnu from 
the evil body of Nrisingh. 
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The 11 Rudras—(1) Lord Shiva has eleven forms called Rudras. The eleven Rudras 
are the various manifestations of Lord Shiva. They are the following:--(i) Mannu, (ii) 
Manu, (iii) Mahinas, (iv) Mahaan, (v) Shiva, (vi) Ritdwaj, (vii) Ugraretaa, (viii) Bhava, 
(ix) Kaal, (x) Vaamdeo, and (x1) Dhritvrat. The eleven Rudras appear in Rig Veda 1/43/1, 
and Taiteriya Brahman 3/4/9/7. They are regarded as the father of the Wind God or the 
Maruts (Rig Veda, 2/33/1). The word Rudra means one who is angry, terrible and 
wrathful. Amongst the Rudras, Lord Shiva is regarded as the most senior and 
enlightened. 

(2) The eleven Rudras according to Vishnu Puran (1/1/15) are the following— Har, 
Bahuroop, Trayambak, Aparaajeet, Shambhu, Vrishakapi, Kapardi, Raivat, Mrigvyadh, 
Sharva, and Kapaali. 

(3) Lord Shiva has eleven forms, and one of them is *Rudra', which literally means 
anger, wrath and vehemence. The Lord is considered to be the most enlightened of the 
Trinity Gods, and is therefore called ‘Maheshwar’. He always remains in a meditative 
posture, always contemplating and meditating on the supreme Soul and the Truth. But 
still he shows anger and mercilessness, because one of his tasks is to punish the evil and 
sinful ones by ruthlessly slaying them in order to protect the good and righteous souls in 
the creation. Further, when his meditation and peace is disturbed he also becomes angry. 
He remains aloof and disinterested in the world, because he is very wise and enlightened, 
and he stays in the form of an ascetic. Ordinary people think that he is proud, arrogant 
and haughty because he does not give a damn to worldly formalities and niceties of 
behaviour. Shiva's failure to conform to set norms of proper and sane conduct makes him 
look most odd God. 

The word *Rudra' is literally used as a metaphor for anger, wrath, vehemence and 
cussedness. But this a very misleading title for Shiva because there are a number of great 
Upanishads which describe Rudra as none but the Supreme Being known as the 
transcendental Brahm from whom the entire creation has emerged, who sustains it and in 
whom the creation would finally collapse. It is this Brahm in the form of Rudra who is 
treated at the supreme Lord God of creation, and hence is called Maheshwar. The Rudra 
Hridaya Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition and Atharvashir Upanishad of the 
Atharva Veda tradition are exclusively dedicated to this theme. The Dakshin Murti 
Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda describes the esoteric significance of the Shiva 
Tattva or the essential knowledge of Shiva who is the greatest Guru or moral preceptor 
and teacher of the creatures. 

The Atharvashir Upanishad of Atharva Veda is especially relevant here because it 
explains the various epithets used to describe the virtues and glories of the supreme 
transcendental Brahm by Lord Rudra himself, and upon close reading it would be very 
clear that Rudra is describing Brahm when he describes himself. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Brahman 1, verse no. 
3 says that the Rudras, along with the Vasus and Adityas etc., were born out of the third 
step of the divine Anushtup Chanda in which the Mantra of Lord Nrisingh was revealed 
to the creator Brahma when he did severe Tapa in order to initiate the process of 
creation. | 


¥/3%. 3» WE d Ars: U Ta À zewÜfecm: ws: requi STAT AA: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ye ca dvadasadityah bhürbhuvah suvastasmai 
vai namo namah // 4/34 // 
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4/34. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘twelve Adityas'’. [The Aditya is the 
Sun God, and is regarded as the most potent and powerful evidence of the existence of 
the Supreme Being. Refer verse no. 4/27. This verse means that it is Lord Ram as the 
Supreme Being who has not only revealed himself as the Sun God but also keeps the 
celestial Sun burning and sustaining life in this world. The entire solar system revolves 
around the Sun, implying that the entire wheel of creation is centered on Lord Ram. The 
Lord is like the central axis around which the wheel spins. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/34). 

[Note—'The twelve Adityas— The twelve Adityas—(a) According to mythology, there 

are said to be twelve Adityas which are simply as many forms of the Sun God. These are 

the revelations of Brahm in the form of the Sun to carry out the following functions of 

creation—(a) take care of the world (Rig Veda, 2/27/4); (b) are like the heads (Taiteriya 

Brahman, 1/2/3/3) and eyes (Jaimini, Uttar. 2/1/2/3) of all the creatures. 

These twelve Adityas appear first in the Rig Veda 1/41/4-6 and 2/27. They are the 
sons of Aditi, the mother of Gods (Atharva Veda, 8/9/21). They are the following—the 
eight Vasus + Indra + Sun + Vishnu + Shiva = twelve in number. 

(b) According to Brihad Aranakya Upanishad 3/9/5, the twelve months of the year 
represent these twelve Adityas, one month for one Aditya. In this Upanishad, sage 
Yagyawalkya draws a parallel between the twelve months of a year and the twelve 
Adityas for the following reasons—First, with the passage of one complete year, a 
corresponding number of years are subtracted from the total number of years that a 
person is supposed to live in this world. That is, death comes so much the nearer to him. 
The passage of the sun across the sky from dawn to dusk is used as a symbolic way of 
depicting the passage of the life of a man from his birth till his death. Since there are 
twelve mythological suns and twelve months in a year, a parallel is drawn between them 
and the life of a man. 

Second, the whole life of an individual creature as well as the entire creation as a 
whole depends upon the various seasons that appear in a year. If even one of the seasons 
is disturbed, the entire cycle of life is disturbed correspondingly. For the smooth 
functioning of life, all the seasons must appear in a rhythmic and systematic manner, and 
it is a scientific fact that the seasons, upon which the life on earth is so dependent, also 
themselves depend upon the sun. That is why the Adityas are termed as being 
synonymous with the twelve months of the year as well as with the life cycle of creation. 


(c) According to Vishnu Puran, the twelve Adityas are the following— 
Dhaataa, Araymaa, Mitra, Varun, Anshu, Bhug, Indra, Vivaswaan, Pushaa, 
Parjanya, Twashtaa, and Vishnu. 

The Sun God is worshipped by twelve names during the twelve months of a year. 
These names and the months are as follows—(1) as Dhata during the first Hindu month 
of Chaitra also known as Madhu (roughly corresponding to mid-March and mid-April); 
(2) as Aryama during the second Hindu month of Vaishakha also known as Madhav 
(roughly corresponding to mid-April to mid-May); (3) as Mitra during the third Hindu 
month of Jyestha also known as Shukra (roughly corresponding to mid-May and mid- 
June); (4) as Varun during the fourth Hindu month of Ashad also known as Shuchi 
(roughly corresponding to mid-June and mid-July); (5) as Indra during the fifth Hindu 
month of Sravan also known as Nabha (roughly corresponding to mid-July and mid- 
August); (6) as Vivaswan during the sixth Hindu month of Bhadrapad also known as 
Nabhasya (roughly corresponding to mid-August and mid-September); (7) as Pusha 
during the seventh Hindu month of Aashwani also known as Tapa (roughly 
corresponding to mid-September and mid-October); (8) as Kratu during the eighth Hindu 
month of Kartik also known as Tapasya (roughly corresponding to mid-October and mid- 
November); (9) as Anshu during the ninth Hindu month of Marga Shirsha also known as 
Saha (roughly corresponding to mid-November and mid-December); (10) as Bhag during 
the tenty Hindu month of Paush also known as Pushya (roughly corresponding to mid- 
December and mid-January); (11) as Twasta during the eleventh Hindu month of Magh 
also known as Esh or Ish (roughly corresponding to mid-January and mid-February); and 
(12) as Vishnu during the twelfth Hindu month of Phalgun also known as Urj (roughly 
corresponding to mid-February and mid-March). 

Since the Sun God is a manifestation of the Supreme Being known as Viraat Purush, 
he is like an Emperor who, during his sojourn across the sky which is like his vast realm, 
is accompanied by many sages called Rishis, celestial courtesans called Apsaras, celestial 
musicians called Gandharvas, servants called Rakshas or demons, guards known as 
Bhalls, and serpents called Naags. The Rishis walk in the front singing the Lord's glories 
in sacred hymns; the Apsaras dance to the music scores by Gandharvas; the Rakshas 
(demons) push the chariot from rear; the Bhalls take care of the chariot and guide it 
along, while the Naags pull it forward. 

These attendants are also different like the forms in which the Sun God is worshipped 
in different months as described above. The list is outlined month-wise in the following 
sequence— Rishi, Apsara, Gandharva, Raksha, Bhalla and Naag. 

(1) The month of Chaitra—Rishi is Pulastya; Apsara is Kritsthali; Gandharva is 
Tumburu; Raksha is Heti; Bhalla is Rathkrit; and Naag is Vasuki. 

(2) The month of Vaishakha—Rishi is Pulaha; Apsara is Punjiksthali; Gandharva is 
Narad; Raksha is Praheti; Bhalla is Ojaha; and Naag is Kachaneer. 

(3) The month of Jyestha—Rishi 1s Atri; Apsara is Menaka; Gandharva is Hahaa; Raksha 
is Paurusheya; Bhalla is Rathaswan; and Naag is Takshak. 

(4) The month of Ashadha—Rishi is Vashishta; Apsara is Rambha; Gandharva is Huhu; 
Raksha is Shukra; Bhalla is Chitraswan; and Naag is Sahajanya. 

(5) The month of Sravan—Rishi is Angira; Apsara is Pramlocha; Gandharva is 
Vishswaavasu; Raksha is Varya; Bhalla is Srota; and Naag is Elapatra. 

(6) The month of Bhadrapad—Rishi is Bhrigu; Apsara is Anumlochaa; Gandharva is 
Ugrasen; Raksha is Vyagrha; Bhalla is Aasaaran; and Naag is Shankhapal. 

(7) The month of Ashwin—Rishi is Gautam; Apsara is Ghritaachi; Gandharva is 
Dhananjay; Raksha is Vaat; Bhalla is Suruchi; and Naag is Sushen. 

(8) The month of Kartik—Rishi is Bhardwaj; Apsara is Varchaa; Gandharva is Parjanya; 
Raksha is Senjit; Bhalla is Vishwa; and Naag is Earaawat. 
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(9) The month of Margashirsha—Rishi is Kashyap; Apsara is Urvashi; Gandharva is 
Ritsen; Raksha is Vidyu-chhatru; Bhalla is Taksharya; and Naag is Maashankha. 
(10) The month of Paush—Rishi is Aayu; Apsara is Purvachitti; Gandharva is Sfurja; 
Raksha is Arishtanemi; Bhalla is Uurna or Oorna; and Naag is Karkotak. 
(11) The month of Magh—Rishi is Jamdagni also known as Richik-tanaya; Apsara is 
Tilottama; Gandharva is Shatjit; Raksha is Brahmapet; Bhalla is Dhritrashtra; and Naag is 
Kambal. 
(12) The month of Phalgun—Rishi is Vishwamitra; Apsara is Rambha; Gandharva is 
Suryavarchaa; Raksha is Makhaapet; Bhalla is Satyajit; and Naag is Aswatar. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Brahman 1, verse no. 
3 says that the Adityas, along with the Vasus and Rudras etc., were born out of the third 
step of the divine Anushtup Chanda in which the Mantra of Lord Nrisingh was revealed 
to the creator Brahma when he did severe Tapa in order to initiate the process of creation. 

The Sun is said to have twelve Kalaas (shapes, forms, dimensions or aspects) and the 
Sun with each Kalaa would therefore be known by that name. They are called *Dwaadash 
Aditya’, meaning the twelve forms in which the Sun God is known. They are the 
following— Tapini, Taapini, Dhumraa, Jwaalini, Ruchi, Shushumna, Bhogadaa, Vishwaa, 
Bodhini, Dhaarini and Kshamaa. 

Lord Ram is said to belong to the solar race because he had twelve Kalaas possessed 
by the Sun. There is an obvious parallel here.] 


¥/34. 3% "pz d XR: TaN aa ya owed ufaerq ya: cuui SAAT T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ya$ca bhütam bhavyam bhavisyat 


bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/35 // 


ao wp wid Was dees P d fees db am tl d yaa, ae ud 
dS BET $i cp wiepE ga aay, Ya, we — we di vns tae ua dt di 
a i sq sms at esa a Aa aan TAN P (34) 


4/35. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself in all the dimensions of time and space— 
the past, the present and the future. In other words, there is not a single moment when 
Lord Ram as the cosmic Consciousness is not present in this world. [This implies that 
though the Lord’s worldly sojourn had ended when he left this earth for his heavenly 
abode as described in all the Purans and the epic Ramayana as well as in the Ram Purva 
Tapini Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 9, he continuous to live amongst us at each moment 
of our lives. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 
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I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/35). 
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4/36. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram, in his form as the Viraat Purush!, who pervades uniformly 
throughout this universe and encloses it from all sides. He is present inside as well as 
outside this creation, being all-pervading, omnipresent and all-encompassing. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/36). 

[Note—'The Viraat Purush— The Viraat Purush, according to metaphysics, is the gross 

body of the creation and it is this body which is the source from which the rest of the 
cosmos was moulded or created or manifested. That is, the entire creation, both visible 
and invisible, is a manifested or revealed form of this Viraat Purush. 

Purush has been defined in Brihad Aranyak Upanishad, Canto 2, Brahman 5, verse 

no. 18 explicitly as the cosmic all-pervading macrocosmic form of the Supreme Being, 

called the Viraat Purush, who had entered each and every body of all the creatures and 

had taken up his residence there. According to the Aiteriyo Upanishad of Rig Veda, 

Canto 1, verse nos. 3, the supreme Brahm created the vast universe and his image in the 


226 


form of the Viraat Purush, and the Gods were created from this Viraat—Canto 1, verse 
no. 4. When the mortal world consisting of the visible world was created, the human 
body was considered as the best image of the Viraat Purush, and thus all these Gods took 
up their residence in it—Canto 2, verse nos. 3-5. 

The Mundak Upanishad of Atharva Veda, in its Canto 2, section 1, verse nos. 9-10 
clearly affirm that it 1s the Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic all-pervading gross body of 
the supreme transcendental Brahm, that resides in the body of all living beings as their 
Atma. 

The Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its Canto 3, verse no. 2, 
clearly states the supreme Lord resides in this creation as its Atma and Pran. 

According to reverend Sankracharya's commentary on Katho-panishad, Canto 1, 
Valli 3, verse no. 11 and Canto 2, Valli 1, verse no. 12, the word Purush refers to that 
supreme entity which uniformly pervades in and completely fills everything that exists. It 
also refers to one who resides inside any place and completely owns that place. 
Therefore, this word Purush refers to the supreme transcendental Brahm who has taken 
up residence in the gross body of the creature at the micro level and in the Viraat Purush 
at the macro level. This Brahm pervades throughout them in a uniform way even as the 
sky and the wind element occupy all available space in the creation. That is also why sky 
is considered as a nearest analogy of Brahm because even the other all-pervading 
element, the wind/air, is present in it and not outside of it. 

The Viraat Purush is the macrocosmic gross body of the supreme transcendental 
Consciousness known as Brahm. The counterpart of the Viraat Purush at the microcosmic 
level of creation is the Man or the Purush. The Man is an image of the Viraat Purush. 

According to Vedanta, the Viraat is the sum total of all the gross bodies in the 
creation at the macrocosmic level. [Refer—The Tripadvibhut Maha Naryan Upanishad of 
the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 2, paragraph nos. 10-11.] The individual gross body of 
the creature is the microcosmic form of that Viraat, because the entire creation is a 
manifestation of the same Viraat, it is an image of Viraat. According to the Purans, Viraat 
is known as Lord Vishnu. Since the Viraat is the male aspect of creation and the primary 
source of life, Vishnu is also regarded as the creator as well as the sustainer of the 
creation. But since Vishnu, as Viraat Purush, is the macrocosmic gross body of Brahm, 
the supreme transcendental Being, he is also regarded as being synonymous with Brahm. 
The entire universe has been created by Vishnu's passive powers using Shakti as its 
active power and partner. The word ‘Viraat’ refers to something that is vast, colossus, 
immeasurable, fathomless and infinite; something that is beyond all terrestrial yardsticks 
and measurements. The supreme Lord encloses the entire creation from all the sides like 
an envelop, and at the same time he remains uniformly and inseparably present 
throughout it like salt which has been dissolved in water. 

At the time of creation, the Trinity Gods, ie. Brahma the creator, Shiva the 
concluder, and Vishnu the sustainer, had all emerged from the Viraat Purush. According 
to Purans, this Viraat and Lord Vishnu are the same divine factors of creation. The 
subtler form is known as Viraat, while its grosser form is Vishnu—though the terms 
‘subtle and gross’ are only relative and for the purpose of understanding, because both 
are the same indivisible Brahm who is non-dual and immutable. 

The word Purush according to metaphysics refers to the primary and supreme creator 
of creation known as the Viraat Purush who represents the macrocosmic gross Male body 
or aspect of the cosmos and is the first macrocosmic gross revelation of Brahm. 
Ultimately, this Brahm is the Supreme Being who has revealed himself as the Viraat 
Purush. The creation unfolded from this Purush when he metamorphosed as the gross 
body of the entire creation, visible and invisible. Therefore, he is the sum-total of all the 
gross bodies of all the creatures taken together in this creation at the macrocosmic level, 
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and it is from his macrocosmic body that the entire creation was moulded. In other words, 
the Viraat Purush represents the entire spread of the cosmos. At the micro level of the 
world, the individual creature is the counter part of Viraat Purush. In other words, the 
individual gross body of the creature is the microcosmic form of that Viraat, because the 
entire creation is a manifestation of the same Viraat; it is an image of Viraat. 

Literally, the word ‘Purush’ means someone who resides in a body. [Refer Brihad 
Aranyak Upanishad of the Shukla Yajur Veda, Canto 2, Brahman 5, verse no. 18.] Here 
the body is the gross forms of the various entities of creation in which the Viraat Purush, 
as the cosmic manifestation of the supreme Brahm or cosmic Consciousness took up 
residence at the time of creation, and does so since that time. When the creation would 
finally wind up, this Viraat would revert back to his original form as the invisible Brahm 
or the cosmic Consciousness. An entire Sukta in the Rig Veda, 10/19 is dedicated to this 
Viraat Purush 

In the Purans, he is also known by other names, such as Vishnu, the sustainer. Since 
the Viraat is the male aspect of creation and the primary source of life, Vishnu is also 
regarded as the creator as well as the sustainer of the creation. But since Vishnu, as Viraat 
Purush, is the macrocosmic gross body of Brahm, the supreme transcendental Being, he 
is also regarded as being synonymous with Brahm. The entire universe has been created 
by Vishnu's passive powers using Shakti as its active power and partner. 

The word 'Viraat' refers to something that is vast, colossus, immeasurable, 
fathomless, and infinite and beyond all terrestrial yardsticks. The supreme Lord encloses 
the entire creation from all sides like an envelop, and at the same time he remains 
uniformly and inseparably present throughout it like salt which has been dissolved in 
water. At the time of creation, the Trinity Gods, i.e. Brahma the creator, Shiva the 
concluder, and Vishnu the sustainer, had all emerged from the Viraat Purush. According 
to Purans, this Viraat and Lord Vishnu are the same divine factors of creation. The 
subtler form is known as Viraat, while its grosser form is Vishnu—though the terms 
‘subtle and gross’ are only relative and for the purpose of understanding, because both 
are the same indivisible Brahm who is non-dual and immutable. 

The Viraat Purush is also the creator of this world as pointed out in Canto 2, 
paragraph 11 of Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad, and the former is also entitled 
to be called Brahma the creator. It must be carefully noted that the difference lies in the 
level or plane of creation in which a particular entity is being considered for study. 

The cosmic form of the Viraat Purush has been described in the Tripadvibhut Maha 
Naryan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 2, paragraph no. 11; and Canto 6, 
paragraph no. 11.] 
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4/37. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who had revealed himself as the Hiranyagarbha'. [The 
‘Hiranyagarbha’ is the cosmic egg from which the rest of the creation, including the 
Viraat Purush referred in verse no. 4/36 above, have emerged. It is the sum total of all 
subtle bodies of creation at the macrocosmic level of creation. Another name of 
Hiranyagarbha is ‘Brahma the creator’. In other words, it is Lord Ram who is none else 
but the supreme transcendental Brahm personified, and it is from him that both the 
cosmic egg known as Hiranyagarbha at the most subtle level of creation, and a more 
grosser form of it known as Brahma the creator had emerged at the very initial stages of 
creation.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/37). 

[Note— Hiranyagarbha— Hiranyagarbha is the macrocosmic subtle body of Brahm, so 

called because it is akin to the cosmic golden egg lying in the womb of Brahm from 

which emerged the Viraat Purush, the gross body of Brahm at the macrocosmic level of 
creation. The word Hiranyagarbha has two components—'Hiranya' meaning yellow, and 

‘Garbha’ meaning the womb. Hiranyagarbha was the primordial cosmic fertilised egg, 

deriving its name from the fact that its yolk core was yellow and glowing with an 

incandescent light like the one radiating out from the splendorous Sun in the sky, called 

the Maartand. 

There are different versions regarding this Hiranyagarbha. According to the concept 
of Vedanta, Brahm is the cosmic supreme and transcendental Consciousness residing in 
the macrocosmic causal body called the Ishwar. In this context, when Brahm decided to 
reveal or unfold this creation, first the causal body known as a Ishwar developed the 
macrocosmic subtle body called the Hiranyagarbha, and from this evolved the 
macrocosmic gross body of Brahm called the Viraat Purush. This is the picture at the 
macrocosmic level. All these three sublime bodies of Brahm at the cosmic level—viz. 
Ishwar, Hiranyagarbha and Viraat Purush—were invisible, subtle, unqualified, without 
any attributes, all-inclusive and all-pervading. It was the unrevealed form of Brahm. But 
that was just the beginning. 

When this visible world was created, which had attributes and qualifications, the 
same macrocosmic units of Brahm metamorphosed themselves into their respective 
counterparts in the individual creature's body. Hence, Ishwar is represented by the Pragya 
or the individual's causal body, Hiranyagarbha is represented by the Taijas or the 
individual's subtle body, and the Viraat Purush is represented by the Vishwa or the 
individual's gross body. 

These three bodies are the three states in which consciousness exists, both at the 
macrocosmic level as well as the microcosmic level. At the microcosmic level, the 
Pragya relates to the deep sleeper state of consciousness called the Sushupta state, the 
Taijas relates to the dreamer state of consciousness called Swapna state, and the Vishwa 
relates to the waking state of consciousness called Jagrat state. The three corresponding 
states at the macrocosmic level are the Ishwar which relates to the cosmic deep sleep 
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state of Consciousness called cosmic Sushupta, the Hiranyagarbha which relates to the 
cosmic dreamer state of Consciousness called cosmic Swapna, and the Viraat Purushh 
which relates to the cosmic waking state of Consciousness called cosmic Jagrat. 

According to Purans, the Hiranyagarbha refers to the Brahma the creator, as well as 
to the Viraat Purush because Brahma was born atop a lotus that emerged from the navel 
of Lord Vishnu who is no one else but the Viraat Purush. If the word ‘Hiranyagarbha’ is 
to indicate the cosmic egg, then it was from this egg, lodged in the womb-like navel of 
Vishnu, that Brahma emerged. Hence, the 'original creator' was not Brahma but the 
Viraat Purush as Vishnu, and therefore the latter is the Hiranyagarbha—the golden 
cosmic egg. So we conclude that Hiranyagarbha essentially refers to the cosmic egg from 
which the rest of the creation evolved. Since Brahma is said to be the great grandfather of 
this creation, he is aptly named Hiranyagarbha, i.e. the cosmic egg from which this 
visible and gross form of creation evolved. 

This concept of Hiranyagarbha being produced from the body of the Supreme Being 
called Narayan or Ishwar have been elaborately dealt with in Maho-panishad, Canto 1, 
verse no. 8 of the Sam Veda tradition. The same idea is reiterated in the Tripadvibhut 
Maha-Narayan Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 2, paragraph nos. 9-12, and Canto 3, 
paragraph nos. 7-14 in the context of genesis of creation which addresses the primordial 
Lord as *Adi-Narayan' or the Lord who preceded this creation. 

The Hiranyagarbha is very subtle like the mind-intellect of the creature. The mind- 
intellect is also called the subtle body because it is through this mind-intellect that the 
Atma of the individual creature creates this world by using the mind's stupendous ability 
to imagine, envision and conceptualise things, and then using the intellect to justify it to 
be true, real and logical. But this instrument of the mind-intellect is invisible, is so subtle 
and hidden from view that its presence is only deduced by its astounding potentials which 
are manifested in the form of the gross body and its own stupendous capabilities. 
Whatever the mind wishes to do, it gets it done by the body. 

There is another connotation to this observation. Since the mind is the creator of the 
world by its power of imagination, and then sustaining or perpetuating its own creation 
by believing in the truthfulness and reality of the world, it is therefore the mind itself that 
can conclude this world. So, while it is like Brahma the creator, it is also like Vishnu the 
sustainer and protector, and Shiva the concluder. If the same mind can assume three 
roles, it is not incongruous to believe that the same Hiranyagarbha is Brahma and Vishnu 
simultaneously. Since Shiva is a synonym used for the supreme transcendental Brahm— 
because the word ‘Shiva’ stands for an entity that is truthful, beautiful, auspicious, divine 
and holy as affirmed by a number of Upanishads of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition that 
deal with the ‘Shiva Tattwa', this Hiranyagarbha is also Shiva. 

The word Hiranyagarbha has two components—‘Hiranya’ meaning yellow, and 
‘Garbha’ meaning the womb. Hiranyagarbha was the primordial cosmic fertilized egg 
deriving its name from the fact that its yolk-core was yellow and glowing with an 
incandescent light like the one effusing from the splendorous Sun in the sky, called the 
Martand. It was lodged in the womb-like navel of the Viraat Purush. It also resembled the 
musk deer in the sense that musk spreads its fragrance everywhere but it is not visible 
because it is hidden in the abdomen of the deer. Similarly, this Hiranyagarbha had spread 
its glory, radiance and splendour through the length and breath of the void of the cosmos, 
but was not visible itself. 

This Hiranyagarbha is like the musk present in the body of the musk deer. The deer is 
not able to see the musk but is nevertheless maddened by its perfume, running mad in 
search of the source of the perfume not knowing that it is hidden well inside its own 
body. Similarly, the creature is unaware that the supreme Brahm is residing in his own 
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bosom as the pure consciousness called the Atma while he spends his entire life searching 
for it everywhere in the outside world. 

Hiranyagarbha is called Maartanda, the Sun, because of its golden colour and 
brilliance like the golden yellow and brilliant disc of the sun in the sky. Like the light of 
the sun illuminates the world and brings everything in it to light or knowledge, the 
Hiranyagarbha too brings to the fore the intentions of Brahm by revealing this vast 
creation. The Hiranyagarbha had spread the sacred divinity, the stupendous glory, the 
dazzling radiance and the brilliant splendour through the length and breath of the vast 
realm of the cosmos like the sun spreading its glory on the earth by way of its energy, 
light, heat and warmth. 

The word *Hiranyam' also refers to ‘Amrit or elixir or nectar of eternity and bliss’; it 
also means 'green'. That is why greenery is associated with fertility, vibrancy, life and 
abundance of food and plentiful vegetation. The trees are green, and their precursor, the 
algae and moss, were also green. Indeed the food is the elixir of life in the world— 
nothing can ever survive without food and water. So, ‘Hiranyagarbha’ first created these 
to initiate the process of creation, and then sustained them once the process got under 
way. The ‘Viraat Purush” as well as the ‘Hiranyagarbha’ are both used often 
synonymously to indicate the macrocosmic forms of the Male aspect of creation whose 
female counterpart is called ‘Nature’ or Shakti. The Shakti is the dynamic aspect of 
Brahm's creative powers and an effective method of displaying the Lord's cosmic 
authority. 

The concepts of Viraat and Hiranyagarbha are inter-related as the latter refers to the 
subtle body of Brahm and the former refers to the gross body of Brahm at the 
macrocosmic level of creation. They have their origin in the supreme Brahm called ‘Adi- 
Narayan'. This concept has been elaborately explained in the Tripadvibhut Maha- 
Narayan Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 2, paragraph nos. 9-12, and Canto 3, 
paragraph nos. 7-14 in the context of genesis of creation. 

The terms Viraat and Hiranyagarbha must be clearly understood to avoid confusion 
because they are used for both Brahma as well as Vishnu. The term ‘Viraat’ means 
anything of colossus dimensions and nature, something that is vast and infinite. The 
Viraat Purush is the gross body of the Supreme Being known as Brahm from which the 
rest of creation emerged—refer Canto 2, paragraph 10-11 of Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan 
Upanishad of Atharva Veda. This Viraat has his roots in the cosmic egg in which the 
subtle body of Brahm took shape as the cosmic embryo, called the Hiranyagarbha—refer 
Canto 2, paragraph 12, stanza no. 1 of the same Upanishad. The latter is so-called 
because it was hidden in the cosmic womb (‘Garbha’), and like the yellow-coloured yolk 
of the egg it was radiant and golden ('Hiranaya') in colour. 

It was from this cosmic embryo called the Hiranyagarbha that the creation emerged, 
including the Viraat Purush, hence if is called *Brahma the creator”. Refer Canto 2, 
paragraph 12, stanza 1 of Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad.] 
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4/38. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra *OM'. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the *Prakriti"”. [The word ‘Prakriti’ 
refers to Nature in its macrocosmic dimension. This Prakriti forms the primary nature of 
the individual creature. It is the driving force that impels the creature to do something in a 
particular way and also decides his natural habits, temperaments, tendencies, desires and 
aversions etc. At the cosmic level, it is the womb in which the entire creation conceived 
by the Supreme Being was nourished and developed till it took its shape in the form of 
the visible world. Hence, this verse means that it is Lord Ram playing out his cosmic role 
as the Mother who would nourish the creation in her cosmic womb as well as give the 
would-be creation its characteristic personality by shaping its nature, inclinations, 
temperaments, desires and aversions, its Vasanas (passions) and Vrittis (natural 
tendencies) etc.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/38). 

[Note—'Prakriti— The word Prakriti basically means ‘nature’ with all its connotations. 
The Chambers dictionary defines it as the power that creates and regulates the world; the 
power of growth; the established order of things; the cosmos; the external world 
especially that untouched by man; the inherent qualities in anything that makes it what it 
is; the essence; the being; the constitution; a kind or order; naturalness; normal feeling; 
conformity to truth or reality; the inborn mind; the character, instinct or disposition; the 
vital power; the course of life; the nakedness of truth; the primitive undomesticated 
condition; the strength or substance of anything; a deity personifying some force of 
physical nature. 

Sir Monier Monier-Williams, in his encyclopedic Sanskrit-English dictionary 
describes it thus—*making or placing before or at first’. 

The Chambers dictionary defines it as the power that creates and regulates the world; 
the power of growth; the established order of things; the cosmos; the external world 
especially that untouched by man; the inherent qualities in anything that makes it what it 
is; the essence; the being; the constitution; a kind or order; naturalness; normal feeling; 
conformity to truth or reality; the inborn mind; the character, instinct or disposition; the 
vital power; the course of life; the nakedness of truth; the primitive undomesticated 
condition; the strength or substance of anything; a deity personifying some force of 
physical nature. 

The word Prakriti has many connotations, viz. the original or natural or basic form or 
condition of anything; the original or primary nature, character, condition, constitution, 
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temperament, disposition; the fundamental form or shape or essence or pattern or 
standard or model, rule; Mother Nature which has the active physical natural forces that 
are responsible for unfolding the creation, its sustenance and annihilation; something that 
is inherent, innate, genuine, unaltered, unadulterated, basic, normal, bare, naked, crude, 
integral and stripped of all pretensions; the fundamental pattern, form, standard and 
model upon which the rest of the things are based; the crude or basic or root or seed form 
of any word, and by extension of anything expressed; that which decides the existential 
mode of anything; the coefficient, the multiplier of any fundamental element. 

As inherent nature and temperament of a creature, it determines the way the world 

behaves and thinks; it determines the basic character of the creature and the creation as a 
whole because the individual creature is but a single unit of the creation. 
It ought to be noted here that the concept of Prakrit is intricately woven into the fabric of 
creation and conforms to both the views of Avyakta (un-manifest) and Vyakta (manifest). 
At the subtle level, Prakriti is Avyakta, while at the gross level it is Vyakta. The word 
would also therefore have two applications. 

The word Prakriti also refers to the “personified will of the Supreme Being in the 

creation”, and it therefore is synonymous with the powers of the Supreme Being 
personified as Mother Nature in whose womb the entire creation has revealed itself. It 1s 
deified forces of Nature and revealed as different renowned and powerful Goddesses. 
The Prakriti represents the cosmic creative will of the creator that has revealed itself as 
the primary female aspect of creation which is known as *Shakti”, while its male aspect is 
known as the *Viraat Purush'. The Shakti is the active ingredient or force that creates and 
regulates everything, while the primary entity or Being whose will this Shakti is 
implementing is called Brahm who remains passive. 

According to the Purans, this Prakriti or Nature has been personified as different 
Goddesses, while Brahm has been known as Viraat Purush in the terminology of Vedanta 
or the Upanishads, and Vishnu in the Purans. The Shakti is the female aspect of Purush, 
and is considered as inseparable from him; in fact they are two halves of the same Brahm. 
In order to create, Brahm revealed himself in these two primary forces which revealed 
themselves as the cosmos or Nature. As the different inherent tendencies of a creature, 
the forces of creation came to be known as Sattva, Raj and Tam which determines and 
regulates the continuous cycle of creation, sustenance and conclusion. The Purush is the 
male aspect while his female counterpart is the Prakriti. Since a man resides in this world, 
he is surrounded by Nature which casts its shadow upon him. All the maverick tricks that 
Mother Nature knows create an impression upon a man. He is enthralled and so 
overwhelmed by the deception created by Nature that he forgets about the falsehoods of 
what he sees, as well as about the truthful nature of his own pure self. He is deluded by 
false impressions so much so that they appear to be true to him. Consequentially, he drifts 
along in the swift currents created by those delusions. He acquires the colours of Prakriti 
without realising the truth about its falsehood. 

According to Sankhya Shastra, Prakriti is the original producer of the material world 
consisting of the three Gunas or fundamental qualities that are inherent in all the creatures 
and they decide the character and temperament of that creature depending upon the 
dominance of one quality over the other two. These three Gunas are—(i) ‘Sata’, or those 
which are auspicious and righteous and noble, (ii) ‘Raja’, or worldly qualities marked by 
such notions as having passions, desires, greed etc. and (iii) ‘Tama’, or those qualities 
that are ‘dark’ by nature, such as those that are categorised as sinful and pervert, leading 
to a creature's moral downfall. 

The word Prakriti refers to the following (a) Mother Nature and (b) the natural 
habits, temperaments and inclinations of a person. The Purush is the male aspect while 
his female counterpart is the Prakriti. Since a man resides in this world, he is surrounded 
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by Nature which casts its shadow upon him. All the maverick tricks that Mother Nature 
knows create an impression upon a man. He is enthralled and so overwhelmed by the 
deception created by Nature that he forgets about the falsehoods of what he sees, as well 
as about the truthful nature of his own pure self. He is deluded by false impressions so 
much so that they appear to be true to him. Consequentially, he drifts along in the swift 
currents created by those delusions. He acquires the colours of Prakriti without realising 
the truth about its falsehood. 

The term has been described in the Niralambo-panishad of Shukla Yajur Veda, verse 
no. 6. The Paingalo Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda, in its Canto 1, verse no. 3 
describes how Prakriti came into being and how its three basic characteristics of Sata, 
Raja and Tama Gunas represented by three primary colours of white, red and dark 
metamorphosed into the myriad character traits that would mark the creation and its 
inhabitant creatures when the creation would eventually come into being. 

The Saraswati Rahasya Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse nos. 47-49, 
describe very succinctly and clearly the concept what Maya (the dynamic powers to 
creation delusions), Jiva (the individual creature; the living being), Ishwar (the supreme 
Lord God; the Supreme Being), Prakriti (Nature) and Jagat (the manifested world; 
creation). 

The Shwetashwatar Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its Canto 4, verse no. 10 
describes the relationship between Prakriti, Maya and Gunas in a very succinct manner. 

The Garbha Upanishad, in its paragraph no. 3 outlines the eight Prakritis or nature of 
a creature. 

The various Vikaars or faults, imperfections, shortcomings, taints, blemishes and 
corruptions that mire the inherent character and nature of Prakriti or Nature at the 
macrocosmic level of creation have been enumerated in Shaarirako Upanishad of Krishna 
Yajur Veda, verse no. 17.] 


«/38. 39 We ATE: U Tan IARR: wis: Tam d TAT T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ya$conkarah bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/39 // 


3% st ad wr sume € 4 fus di amar 603 ale (32) GET ZT udis 
Sep dur ja; a: — de didi oe $ wc ws db at a dg sa amas wp fav 
a AW IIR MAR € (38%)| 


4/39. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘OM or Omkar”. [OM is the 
monosyllabic word standing for Brahm. Everything that exists is said to be incorporated 
in this single word. It is the Tarak Mantra as well. Hence, this verse implies that OM 
refers to Lord Ram as much as it is meant to refer to Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness. 
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OM and the RAM are synonymous words—refer Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2- 
3; and Ram Uttar Tapini Upanshad, Canto 2, verse nos. 1-2; Canto 3, verse nos. 1-4 and 
the first half of verse no. 5.] 
The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 
I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/39). 
[Note—'OM-—It is the ethereal Mantra dedicated to the supreme Brahm. It is the primary 
sound from which the rest of the creation evolved as it provided the basic energy needed 
to start the process of change in the cosmic ether by stirring the stagnant gel at the 
beginning of the process of creation. It is OM that is revealed in the form of all 
knowledge and their encrypted form as the Vedas and other scriptures. It is OM that has 
revealed in the form of the faculty of speech which helps not only in the dissemination of 
information but even enables the creature to express himself and let his desires be known. 
It is the Beej Mantra or the seed Mantra of Brahm and the word by which the supreme 
transcendental Brahm 1s known and identified. The three letters of OM, viz. A, U and M, 
are said to be representative of the three phases of creation—i.e. ‘A’ stands for the 
beginning of creation, ‘U’ for its development and expansion, and *M' for its conclusion. 
The three letters of the name of Lord Ram—viz. R, A and M correspond to these three 
letters, and by extension to the three primary phases in creation as outlined above. The 
importance of OM in relation to Lord Ram has been explained in Canto 2, verse nos. 1-2; 
Canto 3, verse nos. 1-4 and the first half of verse no. 5 of this Ram Uttar Tapini 
Upanishad. Refer also to Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2-3. 

Ancient sages conceptualized the abstract divinity known as Brahm in the form of a 
word OM and then proceeded to explain the entire concept of creation, its development 
and its conclusion by analyzing this single word. In the present context, this verse means 
that OM not only refers to the supreme transcendental Brahm but also to Lord Ram in his 
cosmic form as the Supreme Being.] 


«/40. a Ub x d Akasa: U aM CERTUS Ws: IKT d HD TN: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yascatastro’rdhamatrah bhürbhuvah 
svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/40 // 


ao TH wd Wee mas € 4 fne dt Mar di d mo ada Gam Či šī 
watery ga dar djs, xn — ae Se Sue € we us df dp eb 8g ga sen WI 
frag a TRI IER AAR € (Ko) | 


4/40. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 
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It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the *four Ardha Maatraas'. [In other 
words, Lord Ram represents the four ‘Ardha Maatraas'. The Ardha Maatraas are the half- 
syllables used in Sanskrit language, and are placed above, below, before and after an 
alphabet to give it a proper sound. This helps the concerned alphabet to acquire a proper 
form and gives a meaning to the word of which the alphabet with its Ardha Maatraas is a 
constituent part. This personification of Sri Ram as Ardha Maatraas symbolises the fact 
that without him the creation loses it meaning, glory and existence even as a word loses 
its meaning and impact without the alphabets having proper Ardha Maatraas.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/40). 

[Note— The Ardha Maatraas—In the context of OM, the Ardha Maatraa refers to a half- 

syllable placed at the end of the third letter ‘M’ of OM in the form of a ‘Halant’ or a mark 

of a oblique line placed below M. In the symbol of OM, it is represented by a horizontal 

‘S’ sign placed to the right groove of the symbol which represents the long vowel sound 

of ‘Ooo’ in Sanskrit (like in boot). Normally, the letter ‘M’ of the word OM is to be 

hummed in a prolonged sound stretching into infinity. But since it is not done and the 

worshipper becomes silent, it is called *half Maatraa' or half syllable. It is tantamount to 
conclusion of the word OM, and since OM is envisioned as representing the whole gamut 

of creation, this Ardha Maatraa is symbolic of conclusion of creation. That is why it is 

accompanied by the universal fire of destruction called the Samvartak Agni. 

The Atharva-shikha Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Kandika 1 says 
that the Ardha Maatraa of OM represents the Moon God, the Mantras of the Atharva 
Veda, the Maruts (the Wind God), the Viraat Chanda and the Samvartak Agni. It is the 
fourth leg or Paad of Brahm and follows the third letter ‘M’ of OM. 

The Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 7, paragraph 
no. 68 says that Lord Vishnu represents the Ardha Maatraa.] 


L8. 3+ Up € d ĀRA: U MTA ag WOTTSY: Wa: gm À À T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ya$ca paramapurusah bhürbhuvah 


svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/41 // 


32 wp at Wes Ra € 4 eee A am $13 VOTES ET ZI sl udicps 
Ser aa y, Ya, a: — de didi oe dat wa dt at a dass amas wp fav 
@ AT IRAR AAE P (w2)i 


4/41. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 
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It is Lord Ram who is a personification of the Supreme Being called the *Param 
Purush”. [The word ‘Param’ means ‘supreme and transcendental’, while ‘Purush’ means 
a ‘male’. Hence, the phrase ‘Param Purush’ refers to the supreme, transcendental 
macrocosmic form of the Male aspect of Nature; the supreme Lord of creation; the Viraat 
Purush in his most subtle and sublime cosmic form known as the Adi-Narayan or Maha- 
Vishnu that exists beyond the known world. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/41). 


«/42. 3 WS d AIT: U WER T9 RR: Ya: eS d TAT T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ya$ca mahešvarah bhürbhuvah svastasmai 
vai namo namah // 4/42 // 


32 St oa was ARMS è d frs a mam | d eur Car fia) GET (1 sī 
watery ga dar djs un — ae de oe € we ga df dp eb jg ga toe XI 
frag dt Aa amn TER P (x3)! 


4/42. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as *Maheshwar'—the great Lord or the 
great Ishwar. [The word ‘Mahesh’ usually refers to Lord Shiva as he is regarded as the 
most wise and enlightened God in creation. The fact that Lord Shiva—or Maheshwar—is 
none else but Lord Ram in his form is also affirmed in verse no. 4/5 and 4/43. The word 
also means that Lord Ram is the Lord of all the Gods.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/42). 


«/43. 3% WS d AMT: T MATI T4 era: WW: T d at T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavān ya$ca mahādevah bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/43 // 
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ao wp wm we sas € 4 Aaa a wag Zi d sees CaN Ra set 
caret X uds) wer dp wsfepE ga amy, Gen, a: — Gre dal om tat Ud 
a at A sa des a fru a Ao SUR AASR 8 (v3)i 


4/43. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Mahadev’—the great God. [The word 
‘Mahadev’ is conventionally used for Lord Shiva as he is regarded as the senior most 
God amongst all the Gods because of his high degree of wisdom, erudition and 
enlightenment. Hence, this verse implies that it is Lord Ram himself who has manifested 
as Lord Shiva, the Lord known as Mahadev. Refer verse no. 4/5 and 4/42. The word also 
means that Lord Ram is the great God or Deva who is the senior most God amongst all 
the Gods. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/43). 


www. a ASF RIM: U WA F 3% TA Tad agaa ea wg: wart 
4 FAT T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan ya om namo bhagavate vasudevaya 


mahavisnuh bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/44 // 


32 wt sm wes Ras € 3 fea db np 21 d 82 TA vad SRMIBGRDS SU 
Be STER CH A WUTH cnni ava wa fa] wen Či sī udicpE sep am odas 
a: — ue dii Grm tae ous fa a di sa Aes at fess «i fu WDR 
THEE € (vv)I 


4/44. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is honoured and worshipped by the same twelve-lettered Mantra which 
is deemed fit and worthy to be used for honouring and worshipping the great Lord Maha- 


238 


Vishnu, the Supreme Being. This eclectic Mantra is ‘om namoh bhagavate vāsudēvāya”. 
[This shows that Lord Ram and Lord Maha-Vishnu are the same divine entity. It is in 
accordance to the eclectic philosophy of Advaitya Vedanta or the principle of non- 
duality. Refer also to verse no. 4/5.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/44). 


www. a "pu d MITE: TTA U: TTT SG: TE d WD T: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan yah paramatma bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai 
namo namah // 4/45 // 


so wr od wr RMA € d fors a ra Či d woe I SÀ wales Sup aT 
X, cs @: — ae det om @ ae aa vf oat dp Pg zd t wl freu wp 
TAR TAR P (wu)i 


4/45. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is the ‘Parmatma’ or the supreme Atma or the supreme Lord God of 
creation. Refer also to verse no. 4/1-4, 4/7-8, 4/36.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/45). 


w/«&. 3% WS d ATs: U TT at fase spia: T d AAT AA: | 


aye 


namo namah // 4/46 // 


ao wr od wRnz sess 6 3 fura a oman dl d fared eT Či vil udieps 
Sep T4 4, Ya, a: — de de oe $ we wa Ht at a daos: amas wp fav 
a TT ARR FER P (68) 
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4/46. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is the ‘Vigyan-Atma’—1.e. he is the personification of the pure 
Consciousness that is deemed to be all-knowing, enlightened, wise, omniscient, , 
sagacious and erudite. In other words, ignorance and delusions do not come within 
earshot of Lord Ram. This stanza might also be interpreted as to mean that Lord Ram is a 
personified form of Gyan (knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment) as well as Atma (pure 
consciousness and the ‘true self? of all the living beings. Hence, Lord Ram is Truth 
personified as Gyan and Atma are truthful. Refer verse no. 4/6, 4/8, 4/21-22.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/46). 


«/49. 3+ We d IMTS: U Tas | mno ufegenreedefuem ja: 
Tae 4 AAT AA: | 


om yo ha vai $riramacandrah sa bhagavan dadvaitaparmanandatma / 
yah saccidanandadvaitaikacidatma bhürbhuvah svastasmai vai namo namah // 4/47 // 


32 wr wm MĪTS ds 6 d Aa a way Ši d ARC, aed Fare 
wey dl a usiepE ga cay, fus, c — cm dii Sms 2 s ws df p ép. T 
srs wp fraser wb TNI ATS TEE È (49)! 


4/47. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being) who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is non-dual, i.e. he is one and indivisible (adadvaita). He is the supreme 
Atma that is an embodiment of eternal bliss, beatitude and felicity (parmanandatma). 

Lord Ram is the eternal, non-dual Atma that is a personification of the virtues of 
‘Sat, Chit and Anand’—..e. he is truthfulness, consciousness and blissfulness personified 
(saccidanandadvaitaikacidatma). 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/47). 
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4. ft drsamafād | IM tat KĻA | aa ta: tat vala | arem 
exp | cena dati da xdi u dd Vega | wise g tested enr 
Is IH 

Sit vau AMSAT Wurm: 


itye tanbrahmabravita / saptacatvarimsanmantrairnityam devam stuvadhvam / 
stato devah prito bhavati / svatmanam daršayati / 

tasmadya etairmantrairnityam devam stauti sa devam pasyati / 

so'mrtatvam gacchatīti, so’mrtatvam gacchatti // 3 // 


iti pacham kandika sampata 


W ser mr owe Wat 4 aqen wafer shee at SURE Gum P, KIMA g POSU WM 
3 yaa ad 1 WE Wa D Wee cals AKT 20 de AAs wed A WS CH PI dS Wm 
SRL FT At UIT ēd (3)i 

SARA T YA WU] GATT gT | 


5. The erudite, sagacious, wise and enlightened person, who is deeply steeped and expert 
in the knowledge of Brahm and repeats these forty-seven divine and holy Mantras of 
Lord Ram daily, with due sincerity, consistency and devotion, in order to adore, worship 
and honour Lord Ram, is able to please the Lord very much and endear him. 

The Lord gives such a person his divine vision; the worshipper is able to establish 
a direct connect with the Supreme Being, and is enabled to become self-realised 
inasmuch as he is able to see his true and real form (as the pure conscious Atma which is 
a synonym of Ram also). 

A wise and enlightened person who worships the Lord daily in the way outlined 
herein above is forsooth able to have a divine vision of the Lord. 

Such an exalted and fortunate person is able to taste the essence of eternity 
(blissfulness and beatitude) which is like divine nectar known as Amrit (or the elixir of 
eternal life). 

In other words, such a wise, enlightened and self-realised and Brahm-realised 
person is able to obtain supreme, absolute and eternal bliss, happiness, beatitude and 
felicity for himself that accompanies spiritual evolvement. As a bonus, he gets liberation 
and deliverance from this world, and ensures emancipation and salvation for his soul. 
Such persons obtain oneness with the supreme Lord by merging their Atma with the 
supreme Atma of creation (5). 
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Thus ends Canto 5 of Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad. 


2K KKK K K K 


aaa, MG 
Chapter-2/Canto-6 


[This Canto outlines the divine spiritual glories of the great ‘Tarak Mantra’ of Lord Ram 
which is the six letter Mantra ‘Ram Rāmāya Namah’, as well as of this Upanishad. It 
enumerates the great benefits awarded to those who diligently study and implement its 
teachings.] 


aq @ me maA sheer eA a Aaa 
MIA: AIAN: Teda: AARAA: Weg A À ER: TH 21 


atha hainam bhāradvājo yājňavalkyamupasametyovāca 
Sriramamantrarajasya māhātmyamanubrūhīti / sa hovāca yajfiavalkyah / 
svaprakāšah paramjyotih svanubhütyaikacinmayah / 


tadeva ramacandrasya mano radyaksarah smrtah // 1// 


1- 3am ae PX INSTT 4 CUTS À Hel “HIS WA HA UT WD eu "EP Tae’ 
emn 4 sen feun- sī ad vara e, i wife wer v, waa È, was Y À 
faa wu à— ép np pH HA UTZ (2) 


1. After the above discourse, sage Bharadwaj approached sage Yagyawalkya once again 
and requested—'Oh Lord! Please be kind to enumerate for me the importance, the 
significance, the great glories and the divine powers of the magnificent Mantra of Lord 
Ram that is honoured as the ‘Mantra-Raj’ because it is like a King amongst all the 
Mantras.’ 

Yagyawalkya replied—‘The Supreme Being who is self-illuminated, who is most 
brilliant, radiant and splendorous, who can be known by personal experience and not by 
teaching or hearing, and who is the unique, the most magnificent, the cosmic and 
ubiquitous Consciousness personified—he is regarded as being represented by the divine 
and holy Mantra of Lord Ram. [In other words, since Lord Ram is a personified form of 
the Supreme Being, the Lord’s divine Mantra is also the Mantra of the Supreme Being. 
This Mantra incorporates all the mystical powers and divinity possessed by the Lord 
himself; it represents the Lord.] (1). 
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[Note—The monosyllabic Mantra Raam/Raan(g) is equivalent to the word OM that is 
universally used in all the hymns and refers to the supreme Brahm. The six letter Mantra 
that is cited in this verse is ‘Raam/Raan(g) Raamaaye Namaha'—(d wmm 7). 
Raam/Raan(g) + Raa + Maa + Ye + Na + Maha = 6. Refer Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan 
Upanishad, Canto 7, paragraph no. 22; Ram Rashaya Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 16; 
Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 1.] 





TUSHAR TAT: | Taras Blast: Hama: 11 3i 


akhandaikarasanandastarakabrahmavacakah / 


ramayeti suvijfieyah satyanandacidatmakah // 2// 


2- dE Sep gl dr è- sib ASUS, BAX, AR ToT 81 sī ares faa eR e dt eet 
TH Wa Hl smpd—sgesnd €i dl K, mme, feme T ÈI (2) 


2. This Mantra is a representative of the supreme transcendental divinity known as the 
‘Brahm’ who is ‘Akhand’ (ie. steady, constant, indivisible and immutable), an 
embodiment of ‘Anand’ (bliss, happiness, joys, beatitude and felicity), and ‘Vistaarak’ 
(all-pervading, all-encompassing, immanent and spreading as far as this creation 
expands). 

Those who are wise, erudite, sagacious, knowledgeable and enlightened realise or 
recognize only this Mantra as being a representative of the supreme transcendental 
Brahm who is a personified form of the virtues of ‘Sat-Chit-Anand’—i.e. Brahm is an 
image of Truth, Consciousness, and Bliss (2). 


Tare ufi TMA wer zat owed wd dar Aga: agi Sa 


namahpadam suvijfieyam pürnanandaikakaranam / 


sada namanti hrdaye sarve deva mumuksavah // 3// iti // 


3- Ta om zu A Aaa cub «1 d md YU mem HT OORT Ad PO d WD we 
T zu TT aed e A Wa aT RUD ad ZI (3) 


3. Hence, those who are wise, erudite, Brahm-realised and enlightened understand that 
this Mantra is a provider of complete and eternal Anand; it is an image of the virtues of 
Anand. [That is, this Mantra of Lord Ram gives its worshipper the full benefit of spiritual 
bliss, happiness, beatitude and felicity.] 

Therefore, they always and constantly bow to it in their hearts—i.e. they show 
great respect to it and focus their mind and sub-conscious constantly on it; they meditate 
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and contemplate on it. They know that Moksha (final liberation and deliverance of the 
soul) can be obtained with it; it is the giver or provider of Moksha. 

All the Gods and wise men as well as those who seek Moksha (emancipation and 
salvation) constantly remember this exalted Lord and mentally bow before the Lord by 
using this Mantra as it helps to provide them with their goal of attaining Moksha (3) 

[Note—In other words, when the spiritual aspirant worships the entity referred to in this 
Mantra, he is overwhelmed by the fact that it is a source of completeness and undiluted 
bliss. The devotee of Lord Ram adores and worships the Lord as the supreme 
transcendental Brahm personified, as the cosmic Consciousness personified, as Bliss 
personified, and as the Truth personified. This Mantra is therefore called the Tarak 
Mantra as it provides true liberation to the aspirant from all the fetters that had been 
dragging him down and had pinned him to the world of spiritual miseries and torments.] 


q ud Fant sexes frenis disfagait vati V argual vata) a sneer 
vata! V aga vata a gage vata! a fawpgdr vafāi a wag safe wisi 
watt | wrenqraREereTafd | TTS SST VIASAT Sta IPO Seed 
PASTA WE: PAMESTA Horst sat) wrarmgdaites vat | 
«sr Tara! F Tena vata) U META! uisuaed a Tesla std sere 
Tart menm sh Made: | sory aay wa: morus: ¥ 1 


ya evam mantrarajam $riramacandrasadaksaram nityamadhite / 

so'gnipüto bhavati / sa vāyupūto bhavati / sa adityaputo bhavati / 

sa somapūto bhavati / sa brahmapüto bhavati / sa visnuputo bhavati / 

sa rudrapüto bhavati / sarvairdevairjfiato bhavati / sarvakratubhiristavanbhavati / 
tenetihasapurananam rudranam Satasahasrani japtani phalani bhavanti / 
$rirámacandramanusmaranena gayatryah Satasahasrani japtani phalani 

bhavanti / pranavanamayutakotijapa bhavanti / da$a pūrvāndašottarānpunāti / 
sa panktipavano bhavati / sa mahanbhavati / so'mrtatvam ca gacchati // 

atraite Sloka bhavanti / 

ganapatyesu šaivesu Saktasauresvabhistadah / 


vaisnavesvapi sarvesu ramamantrah phaladhikah // 4// 


4- zufeu 3 fre sm BD og Het a MSI SUD Q, See M Gud Pa wg af 
Tey g; WE NRI eT v; ae sfēru (Ge) wT 0; WE UR (SED GET P. UE Su 
Tet €; Te fay] wey 0; HE Wu ST; We Wd da neg $ Ud us dal ai DW P 
"e at gali A eo (qUD 23 Ter 21 Tt WR shies ATT, WX Wes OI uU sae 
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Z| saa umo ēd P (GS us Sees quur A È fm WW Wu sp EG eg 
UA TA STU GI He Ao è sk act di UG ch È) 

ĀRA Ma TS a YG cat mt wat 4 GAR Ge SF Ter A GUI UND FI 
atst adu Tat FAT $ WAM Go 74 gl! ea P0 we cat Gaal) ws sus Te ua 
Ted qup qui qup 23 Tet WE MA SI Um tes 4 EĻ Ud ŠI TŪRI HST 
(Gan), Bra ud wed (faa) Hao Ws $ HAMA cfe wo 4 mop ei fap ud 
aura & ws web d amm wo c4 Wer tl (x) 


4. That is why those spiritual aspirants who are self-realised, wise and erudite do regular 
(daily) Japa (repetition) and Dhyan (contemplation and meditation) with this 6-letter holy 
Mantra of Lord Ram. 

Verily, this Mantra is an embodiment of (i.e. it possesses the magnificent virtues 
and esoteric mystical powers that are possessed by) the Fire God (Agni), the Wind God 
(Vayu), Aditya (the Sun God), Soma (the Moon God), Brahma (the creator), Vishnu (the 
sustainer), Rudra (Lord Shiva, the concluder), and all other Gods combined. 

This fact is known to all the Gods. 

This Mantra alone grants all the rewards or fruits that are provided in the physical 
world by the many seasons. [The life on earth is kept healthy and prosperous by the 
benevolence of the seasons and their patron deities. If even one season is bad, life in 
general suffers. Thus, Lord Ram's holy Mantra bestows upon its worshipper all the 
benefits that he expects in this life, not only spiritual benefits such as peace, bliss and 
deliverance but also temporal rewards such as happiness, prosperity, fulfillment of 
wishes, acclaim, powers, authority and sway.] 

Reading and study of all the scriptures such as the Purans and Itihas (ancient 
religious historical and mythological Hindu scriptures), as well as doing Japa of Lord 
Shiva's thousand names known as ‘Rudra Sahastra-naam’ bear fruit as a blessing of this 
Mantra. [In other words, if this Mantra is invoked while one undertakes the study of the 
scriptures or doing Japa of Rudra Sashatra-naam, then the person is assured of success in 
them.] 

{This last stanza can be interpreted differently as follows—‘All the scriptures 
such as the Purans and the Itihas have unanimously proclaimed that this holy Mantra of 
Lord Ram, when invoked, helps in the successful completion of Lord Shiva's Mantra 
known as Rudra Sahastra-naam." 

This single Mantra of Lord Ram grants (spiritual as well as temporal) rewards 
that are equivalent to doing Japa with a thousand Gayatri Mantra. It grants rewards that 
are equivalent to millions of OM Mantra. 

It grants happiness to all the ten-and-one (eleven) organs—the internal as well as 
the external organs—of the worshipper's body. [That is, the entire being of the 
worshipper finds bliss and happiness by doing Japa with this Mantra of Lord Ram. The 
11 organs are the following—(1) five external organs of perception such as the eye, ears, 
nose, tongue and skin, and their subtle functions of perception such as seeing, hearing, 
smelling, tasting and touching respectively; (ii) five external organs of action such as 
hand, leg, mouth, genitals and excretory, and their subtle functions of action such as 
receiving, going, talking and eating/drinking, enjoyment and excretion of waste 
respectively, and (111) the last one, the eleventh one, is the mind and its intelligence.] 
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This ‘Mantra Raaj’ (‘king of Mantras’) of Lord Ram is in the form of a single 
phrase or stanza, and is holy, divine, pure and sanctified (panktipavano)*. 

[*This Mantra is: ‘Raam Raamaaya Namaha’. This particular stanza can be 
interpreted in another way also: “This Mantra Raaj of Lord Ram is the most holy, divine 
and pure, and it occupies an honourable place amongst all the excellent Mantras of this 
nature. In fact, it is so exalted that it purifies all the Mantras that are its peer."'] 

This single Mantra is able to grant rewards that come by worshipping Lord 
Ganesh along with all his attendants or followers, as well as Lord Shiva and his divine 
Shakti. 

This Mantra of Lord Ram gives greater and more profound rewards as compared 
to the Mantras of Lord Vishnu and all other Mantras of his various incarnations that the 
Vaishnavs (worshippers of Vishnu) use for invocation purpose. (4) 


May ARARAS: express TER: ul 


ganapatyadi mantresu kotikotigunadhikah / 


mantrastesvapyanayasaphalado'yam sadaksarah // 5// 


5- TE XH HA we fa Ce) m ast Web Gp afr IT darot «1 dēt « Sent aT 
TA Was "s UH WaT eg (4) 


5. The divine Mantra of Lord Ram has thousands and thousands of times more glories, 
majesty, magnificence, divine powers and spiritual values than the Mantras dedicated to 
Lord Ganesh'. 
The six-lettered Mantra of Lord Ram (as described in verse nos. 1-3) is the 
essence of Amrit, the nectar or elixir of life, eternity, peace, contentedness, bliss, felicity 
and beatitude (5). 
[Note— Lord Ganesh is also known as Shadaanan and Vinayak, the son of Lord Shiva 
and Parvati. He is said to be the wisest and most honoured of the Hindu Gods and is 
always worshipped in the beginning of any endeavour or enterprise, whether it pertains to 
the mundane worldly affairs or to the spiritual realm. This is done to invoke his blessings 
which preempt any evil forces from throwing a spanner in the wheel of the successful 
completion of the exercise. 
He is also known as ‘Ganpati’ as he is the chief amongst the Gods as well as amongst 
the attendants of Lord Shiva. 

The great metaphysical truths about Brahm have been taught by Lord Shiva to 
Ganesh elaborately in Cantos 1-4 of Tejobindu Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda 
tradition. | 


yesa Fa: TAA: | WenTSD sft Wert: SSAA 1 S 1 


sadaksaro'yam mantrah syatsarvaghaughanivaranah / 
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mantraraja iti proktah sarvesamuttamottamah // 6// 


6- wet & sat gr ma wb AAN Y ware ow Sat DT STER TUD YER FET ZI 
ZH Fel HA Hed È SÀ Wa Web Ñ scm Z, FEM ZI C) 


6. This six-lettered Mantra of Lord Ram is like the infallible multi-purpose herbal 
medicine that provides a sure cure for all spiritual ailments that afflict the living beings. 

It is honoured by the title of ‘Mantra-Raj’, literally the “King of Mantras’ as it is 
the best amongst all the Mantras dedicated to all the Gods; it is superior to them all 
combined (6). 


ad fet aed varradatsrt aed eek fst qeaferare:! vl 


krtam dine yadduritam paksamasartuvarsajam / 


sarvam dahati nihšesam tūlarāsimivānalah // 7// 


7- Te HA Ws sm eura Vet è- Mt fea, eure, waa, at, xq arf, USI 
Ud spo (STET) Ñ WaT ZI (o) 


7. This Mantra pervades the entire creation represented by the Vyahritis. [These are the 
primary words pronounced by the creator at the time of creation. They are Bhu, Bhuvaha, 
Swaha and Janaha—representing the earth, the sky, the nether world and the heaven. ] 

It can be invoked at all times; it can be used for doing Japa and honouring the 
Lord at all times—i.e. in all the days, all the months, all the seasons, and all the year 
round. 

It is present in the fire, the sky and the stars. It is so powerful and potent that it 
can burn anything like the fire. [In other words, the Mantra of Lord Ram is as powerful 
and purifying as the blazing fire which burns all impurities of anything put in it, or even 
if they come in its contact. Therefore, the Mantra eliminates all the worldly impurities, 
taints and corruptions that tarnish the Atma of the spiritual aspirant, thereby cleaning his 
soul and bringing out the natural shine in it. It transforms an ordinary man into a divine 
and holy being who is mystically empowered and spiritually elevated. It turns a new leaf 
in his life—i.e. it helps him to overcome all his worldly miseries and misfortunes, it helps 
him to find rest and tranquility, it helps him to turn his life from one big forest of pains 
and torments into a garden of bliss and happiness. It burns all the fetters that tie down the 
creature to this body and the world of delusions and ignorance, thereby setting his soul 
free and allowing it to fly off to its freedom. It provides the aspirant Mukti and Moksha— 
i.e. it gives him liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation. ] 

It negates or offsets the negative affects that the astrological sign of ‘Tulaa- 
Raashi’ has upon the well-being of the aspirant. [The Tulaa-Raashi is the Libra sign 
of the zodiac. When any of nine planets enters this zodiac sign, they mean bad for a 
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person's overall well-being. Hence, in the present context it means that Lord Ram's 
holy Mantra is so powerful that it can easily counter the malignant affects of the 
Tulaa-Raashi.] (7). 


TACT AAMAHA T TERIM TĀ AI CN 
ARARA STITH STAT | efUsfu wUTPSUAT WHAT I 8 1 


brahmahatyasahasrani jhānājānakrtāni ca / 
svarnasteyasurapanagurutalpayutani ca // 8// 
kotikotisahasrani upapatakajanyapi / 

sarvanyapi prana$yanti rāmamantrānukīrtanāt // 9// 


8- we TA EH, TS STTHIA, wae AR, Wfexr WT, Hed 333] STO Tet WD ET, 
agt- (c) 


9- vd zu ade 4 HS ewm UT A em AH Ter A ZI Slow un on wp gu 
T4 ga STO TA AS gl Alda HOT afew (2) 


8-9. Such horrible sins as killing of a thousand Brahmins, being ungrateful to a person 
who has given knowledge and wisdom (such as one's Guru—1.e. teacher and moral 
preceptor), theft of gold (or any kind of theft), drinking wine (or getting addicted to 
intoxicating things which results in one losing his mental control and become indulgent 
and deluded), being lustful towards a Guru's young wife, killing infants and other people 
of immature age [8], and other such numerous horrible sins and misdeeds, whether big or 
small, are nullified by this Mantra of Lord Ram'. [In other words, the divine and holy 
Mantra of Lord Ram is powerful enough to protect the spiritual aspirant from the horrific 
consequence of sins—both of omissions as well as of commissions.] 

Hence, one should do Kirtan (loud singing) with the Mantra of Lord Ram which 
has such magnificent virtue as being able to eliminate all the sins and their evil affects as 
well as completely purify the practitioner or worshipper [9]. (8-9). 

[Note—'In this context, please refer to note of verse no. 3, Canto 1 of this Upanishad 
which explains the hidden meaning of this blanket pardon given to those who worship 
Lord Ram and uses the Mantra for doing Japa.] 


YAMA: S;PHIUSSIERIRTGT:| GIGA WAST AAAA TAT: 11 % 0 Il 


bhūtapretapisācādyāh küsmandabrahmaraksasah / 


dūrādeva pradhāvanti rāmamantraprabhāvatah // 10// 
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10- sib 3H Aa H YA A Vd È STU T, Wd, fea, aos, SEL XR È 
HCI R WA ŽI Qo) 


10. Even the ghosts, evil spirits, demons, fiends, devils, ogres, hobgoblins, or Brahm- 
rakshas (Brahmin who becomes a demon upon death because of their sins and 
misdeeds)—verily, they too accept the divine powers of Lord Ram's majestic Mantra and 
submit before it. These evil spirits keep a safe distance from a person who invokes Lord 
Ram’s holy Mantra and is protected by it. A person who uses the Lord’s Mantra has 
nothing to fear from these evil entities; they cannot harm him in any way. [In other 
words, even such powerful but evil and malignant forces of creation as represented by 
these entities can be overcome by the positive effects of the powerful Mantra of Lord 
Ram.] (10). 


efr ad xau MMO! aed Hard up Wess ume 2 


aihalaukikamai$varyam svargadyam paralaukikam / 


kaivalyam bhagavattvam ca mantro'yam sadhayisyati // 11// 


11- TE Fat sm d tead, wef sa d xad, ata, daru wa afe fom aroī di 
sal AAT Het reu (22) 


11. This Mantra of Lord Ram can bestow upon its worshippers the benefit of obtaining all 
possible worldly ‘Aishwarya’ (majesty, glory, magnificence, fame, name, power, 
authority, potentials, sway and influence over others) while they live in this world, and 
helps them to obtain the highest stature in the heaven upon death. 

It blesses them with the greatest of spiritual boons in the form of obtaining access 
to the Supreme Being or Brahm. This is called ‘Kaivalya Pad’—1.e. the most exalted 
stature which is one of its own kind, and is without parallel. [This is called Kaivalya 
Mukti whereby the individual Atma of the spiritual aspirant merges with the supreme 
Brahm to become one with the latter. When this comes to happen, the creature finds 
permanent freedom from the cycle of birth and death in this gross world which is 
ensnaring by its inherent nature. | 

Therefore one is advised to meditate upon this Mantra, and strive to empower 
oneself with its stupendous powers as well as invoke its protection (11). 


mauaa Exi ced A aq) AT GG quum feum 23 


gramyaranyapasughnatvam samcitam durutam ca yat / 


madyapanena yatpapam tadapyasu vinasayet // 12// 
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12- TE Wc NT, d4 $ wx ud re fee ded doce (ART) Hosp mur el We 
wa AT sik scr Re $ UT mp TS HS aor Sa ÈI (42) 


12. This Mantra of Lord Ram affords protection from all sorts of cruel and inimical 
elements that might be a cause of pain, miseries and torments to the worshipper, whether 
they be in the village (where he lives, in the form of his enemies and those who are 
jealous of him, keep ill-will for him, are malicious towards him and hate him), or in the 
forest (in the form of wild animals), and all types of other inimical elements that are cruel 
and malevolent towards him. 

The Mantra also eliminates the sin of drinking wine and the horrendous (toxic) 
effects of imbibing other intoxicating things (12). 


spears feared | ad fadtad TATA mau 23 1 


=N= 


abhaksyabhakhaksanotpannam mithyajfianasamudbhavam / 


sarvam vilīpate ramamantrasyasyaiva kīrtanāt // 13// 


13- we sar vert (si dist GA ee 4 a) Ur er Hp ae feet a USD ST Rd 
"E WS HoT TO WF IZT He 1 SU WD TA WD gida Gu feu. ($3) 


13. This Mantra of Lord Ram affords protection against the bad effects of eating things 
not worthy of eating (refer verse no. 17), and learning or being aware of something that is 
not worthy of being learnt or being aware of. 

All the horrible consequences of such things can be negated or offset by doing 

Kirtan (audible recitation) of Lord Ram's Mantra (13). 

[Note—The edicts and proclamations of the Upanishad should be understood in the 
correct context and with proper wisdom. When it says that Lord Ram's Mantra gives 
protection against the bad affects of eating things not eatable it does not mean that one 
should eat poison and test the veracity of this statement—for he would not survive to 
discount it. The idea is that should one happen to eat some kind of food that is not 
obtained by rightful means by mistake or negligence, or because one was not aware of its 
origin or because he had to eat it in order to survive, then he can atone for his sin by 
taking the recourse of this Mantra of Lord Ram. It shows that the man is sincerely 
regretful for what he had to eat or had eaten it by mistake, and now wishes to atone for 
his sin. 

Similarly, if one happens to become aware of something that is not the righteous 
thing to be known or learnt or be aware of, such as how to steal or kill or the art of 
cheating others, then one can be protected from their inherent negative effects on one's 
Atam if he turns his mind away from this knowledge by endeavouring to forget about it, 
and instead focuses it on the positive aspects of life and the holiness of his own self by 
remembering the divine Mantra of Lord Ram. The reading of the Upanishad would have 
already made him enlightened about the fact that his ‘true self’, i.e. his Atma which is 
pure consciousness, is none but the supreme Lord Ram or Brahm personified himself. 
The use of the holy Mantra of Lord Ram serves to remind him of his basic divine and 
holy nature and heritage. Any conscientious man who is aware of his responsibilites and 
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standing in society would obviously not do anything to demean and demote himself and 
become a subject of censor and ignominy. 

The positive energy and vibrations generated by doing Japa or Kirtan with this 
Mantra would wash off or peel off the tainted coat of negative energy and negative 
vibrations that surrounds the Atma by a person's actions or deeds done out of ignorance 
or due to influences of various delusions. 

The basic difference between Japa and Kirtan is that while the former is done silently 
the latter is done aloud. The Kirtan generates vibrations of positive energy that radiate out 
in all the directions by the means of the sound waves that travel in all the directions from 
the place where the loud chanting or singing of the Lord's holy name is being done. 
While Japa benefits only one single individual, Kirtan benefits a large number of people 
and helps to charge the environment with positive vibrations. In some aspects Kirtan is an 
easier method for focusing one's energy on the divine Brahm as it involves the faculty of 
speech and even the organs of the body because it involves loud chanting and singing 
which involves the mouth and the faculty of speech, along with clapping of the hands and 
sometimes dancing in ecstasy. During Japa it might be hard to focus one's mind on one 
object of worship because the mind has a natural tendency to be restless and wander 
about, and this tendency is taken care of during Kirtan as now loud singing or chanting as 
well as clapping of the hands and oftentimes dancing is undertaken, and this helps the 
mind to be more active and feeds its tendency to be restless. Hence, Kirtan is a less 
difficult way of focusing the mind on the Lord than doing silent Japa.] 


PAST ST WTA | TTT ENT quus] femme 


Srotriyasvarnaharaņādyacca papamupasthitam / 


ratnade$capaharena tadapyasu vinasayet // 14// 


14- si ata sme at at Sf ar quem, fee un d dom zb Ta ane g aT GF 
ae fl zu epe À fe WD cma oe STET HT OAT Gus «tī ZI RY) 


14. The horrible consequences that a Srotriya Brahmin who indulges in such ignoble 
deeds as stealthily stealing gold or gems (or for that matter any other asset) belonging to 
someone else should suffer, are eliminated or prevented by the virtue of the great 
purifying and neutralizing effects of the Mantra of Lord Ram. He is able to overcome the 
ill-effects of such horrible sins and attain purification by the virtue of the astounding 
redeeming effects of the holy Mantra of Lord Ram. 

[That is, should an exalted person of the high stature of a Brahmin who has 
studied the Vedas (Srotriya Brahmin) commit some grave sin as stealing something, he 
can be exonerated of the sin if he decides to repent and take the spiritual recourse of 
surrendering before the supreme Lord and repeats his divine Mantra to purify his inner- 
self. But again, as in all the previous cases of sins being forgiven, the regret must be 
sincere, and the desire to repent and relent most honest, in order to benefit from this 
pardoning clause prescribed in the Upanishad. Frankly, this would involve accepting 
one's guilt and returning the gold or the gem to the rightful owner if is at all possible. If 
that would mean punishment of some kind, then it has to be accepted. The provision of 
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granting a pardon as prescribed in this Upanishad should not be taken as a blanket license 
for committing theft and evil deeds, for that is not at all the intention. The pardoning is 
given as a caveat that the sin is never repeated under any circumstance in the future, that 
one is sincerely repentant and needs an avenue for redemption, and if it is at all possible 
then all attempts must be made to compensate the offended party to the best of one’s 
ability.] (14). 


memi aa ava ys a a ffesuua afta A eA TATI 2411 


brahmanam ksatriyam vai$yam sūdram hatvā ca kilbisam / 


samcinoti naro mohadyadyattadapi nasayet // 15// 


15- TE MA mem, spit, ava, Ys ud saa ot ate what Gp ver Ha TS ATM, SWR 
wr Aea Ñ x3 zu t dā ae ot te oe È us a AST Te 
(24) 


15. The grave sin of killing (or harming in anyway) anyone, such as a Brahmin, a 
Kshatriya, a Vaishya or a Shudra (who form the four basic classes of Hindu society), and 
even those who are further down in the hierarchy of creation (such as the animals and 
other organisms lower down in the ladder of evolution—i.e. any living being for that 
matter), is pardoned or the evil consequences of such horrific sin remitted if one takes the 
spiritual recourse of Lord Ram's holy Mantra and surrenders before the supreme Lord. 

Similarly, all the grave consequences that accrue due to a man's indulgences in 
worldly ‘Moha? and ‘Maya’ (worldly delusions leading to numerous attachments, 
affections, longings, desires etc. for material sense objects and their comforts and 
pleasures; to be subservient to the gross body and its desire for self gratification) are also 
dispensed with as a result of the grace of the powerful, mystically empowered, divine and 
holy Mantra of Lord Ram (15). 


TTT mra Aee Aa: | SKA ATT TART ATTA! 28i 


gatvāpi mataram mohādagamyāscaiva yositah / 


upasyanena mantreņa ramastadapi nāšayet // 16// 
16- st HE Wu NAT H um Ted Sn ad È m4 Seat at cfi ae Wa KA STD Wi 
ART FLAT ÈI (46) 


16. Those who are sincere devotees of Lord Ram and worship the Lord through his divine 
and holy Mantras (i.e. the six-letter Mantra as mentioned in verse nos. 1-3) are able to 
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overcome the evil effects of such horrendous crime as being lustful towards one’s own 
mother (16). 


aeaa Aage frd TAC) ATETEA ASTA: || 26 | 


mahāpātakapāpisthasangatyā samcitam ca yat / 


nāšayettatkathālāpasayanāsanabhojanaih // 17// 


17- "€ Tel Wt Hl ud, TO ASH, Tod GTA, Ted WA, Ted HI st Used 
AJET A A HA AST sat ÈI (eu) 


17. The accumulated negative affects that a man is subjected to and suffers from by being 
in the company of persons who are highly sinful is also eliminated by the good and 
positive affects of the Lord’s holy and mystically empowered divine Mantra. 

Similarly, all the evil affects that accrue due to wrong speech or talk (such as 
speaking a lie, using uncouth words, or using words that harm the interest of others), 
wrong way of sleeping (such as sleeping at the wrong time or with the wrong person), 
wrong seat or posture (literally wrong ‘Aasan’, such as adopting the wrong posture 
during mediation or any other religious exercise, or sitting with the wrong person), and 
wrong food (i.e. eating things not worthy of eating or acquired by wrong method—refer 
verse no. 13) are immediately eliminated as a good and positive effect of the mystical 
powers of the divine and holy Mantra of Lord Ram (17). 


amaa gg A Ud! Teena WaHdmem 2 

pitrmatrvadhotpannam buddhipürvamagham ca yat / 

tadanusthanamatrena sarvametadvillyate // 18// 

18- maA Hae (SM) X SA WG, SAAR fam Ta WTU— g Ya gA NET 
TA È ASA mI À AT À SU ÈI RE) 

18. Such grave sin as killing of one’s father and mother in a premeditated manner are 
pardoned and its most horrible evil affects eliminated by the good and positive affects of 


systematic use of the holy and divine Mantra of Lord Ram with the aim of overcoming 
the bad affects of this horrible sin (18). 


qaae eaaa a wr A ANTATI 2811 


yatprayāgāditīrthoktaprāyaścittaśatairapi / 
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naivapanodyate papam tadapyāšu vināsayet // 19// 


19- TAI d; qui mw X yaad PA fou ae We WO ST CI WE MU WU Gu 
Za ef Were) 


19. It is said that one can do atonement for one's sins by observing penance at the holy 
site called ‘Prayag’. [This site is located at the confluence of three holy rivers—Ganges 
and Yamuna as well as the mythological river Saraswati which is said to have gone 
underground. It is located in the present-day city of Allahabad in northern India. | 

Well, there is another way of doing the same, the alternative way—and it is to 
systematically use Lord Ram’s divine and holy Mantra for the expiation of sins. [In other 
words, the term Prayag which is synonymous with atonement for sins by doing penance 
is also applicable to the holy Mantra of Lord Ram. Or, the Mantra of Lord Ram is like the 
pilgrim site known as Prayag and is equally powerful and holy for the purpose of 
expiation of sins. Just like one’s sins are washed off by taking a holy dip in the waters of 
the holy rivers present in the terrestrial city of Prayag, one can get rid of all his impurities 
by taking the shelter of Lord Ram and cleaning himself by using the Lord’s Mantra. It 
must be noted here that this Mantra is as purifying as the fire element because the very 
first syllable ‘Ram’ of Lord Ram's Mantra is also the Beej Mantra of the Fire God.] 

Hence, the divine and holy Mantra of Lord Ram is mystically empowered to 
eliminate all sins, and instead bestow spiritual purity and holiness on the worshipper and 
devotee of the Lord (19). 


aay weg spese vau game Heat Teeny femur 2011 


punyaksetresu sarvesu kuruksetradisu svayam / 
buddhipürvamagham krtvā tadapyāsu vināšayet // 20// 


20- UE Fa Re, s ae (gf aa) wb zr RD F fan STU at ae ae WAR Ww 
amer ÈI (20) 


20. The Mantra of Lord Ram is a combined form of all the holy sites. It is like the 
*Kurushetra', the ‘Gyan Kshetra’ and all other holy sites themselves personified. 

[In other words, the spiritual benefits derived by the use of Lord Ram's holy and 
divine Mantra are equal to going on pilgrimage to all the holy sites. The Kurushetra is 
regarded as one of the holiest of the holy sites on earth. The Gyan Kshetra refers to the 
field of spiritual knowledge contained in the scriptures as well as meditation and 
contemplation. Acquisition of Gyan by the study of the scriptures and practicing 
meditation and contemplation is also a spiritual field that is extremely auspicious like the 
physical holy sites where one goes for pilgrimage and purification. Other such sites refer 
to the numerous religious deeds and activities sanctioned by the scriptures for the 
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spiritual and worldly welfare of a person. The great rewards, both spiritual and temporal, 
that are got by serving these holy places and paying homage to the Supreme Being at 
these places are obtained by simply taking refuge in the holy Mantra of Lord Ram.] 

The holy Mantra of Lord Ram is powerful enough to destroy all the evil 
consequences of sins that are done by the use of one's mind, i.e. those sins that are done 
willingly, consciously, thoughtfully and in a premeditated manner (20). 


POTATO | uri FAA ewm] ATTI 2% 11 


krcchraistaptaparakadyairnanacandrayanairapi / 


papam ca napanodyam yattadapyāšu vinasayet // 21// 


21- JE TH We TA BMH GET di H agar KG 24 ser eie uw om & fer 
TT rdi mp AT FX Yaa BA SOT ÈI (32) 


2]. The divine and holy Mantra of Lord Ram bears the same fruits and has the same 
mystical benefits that are derived by doing the seven types of great fire sacrifices and 
other religious sacraments’ using the seven types of offerings prescribed for such 
occasions’, as well as by doing the Chandrayan sacrifice in a variety of ways’. 

Hence, the divine and holy Mantra of Lord Ram is potent enough to destroy all 
the sins and eliminate all their evil consequences that one can imagine in all the seven 
Lokas*, and its magnificent benefits are the same as that obtained by following the above 
method of doing various sacrifices and penances (21). 

[Note—'The seven great fire sacrifices are the following—(i) The seven Paak Yagyas are 
the fire sacrifices done for the purpose of worldly gains and material prosperity. They are 
also called Kaamyeshthi Yaga, or literally that which is done with the aim of fulfilling 
some specific desires or aspirations. They are performed in the Garhyapatya Agni or the 
fire of the household with cooked offerings such as boiled grains mixed with Ghee 
(clarified butter). 

These seven Paak Yagyas are the following—Huta, Prahuta, Aahuta, Shulagava, 
Baliharana, Pratyavarohana, and Ashtakaahoma. 

(i1) Since doing Homa by the offering of a Havi is an integral part of Yagya or the 
fire sacrifice, the latter is classified into seven types depending upon the type of Havi 
offered. If the Havi consists of rice, barley, oat, milk and clarified butter, then the seven 
types of fire sacrifices are called the following—Agnyaadheya, Agnihotra, 
Darshapuranmaas (also called the Prakriti or original fire sacrifice), Chaturmaas, 
Aagrayan, Niruddhapashubandha, and Sautraamani. 

All these fire sacrifices are performed in the three main fires—viz. the Garhyapatya, 
the Dakshinagni and Aahavaniya. 

(iii) If the Havi is the juice of the Soma plant, then the fire sacrifice is called the 
Soma Yagyas—so called because the extract or juice of the Soma plant is offered as an 
offering. These seven Soma Yagyas are the following—Agnisthoma, Atyaagnisthoma, 
Ukthya, Shodashi, Vaajpeya, Atraatra, and Aptoryaama. 

The Agnisthoma—This is the first of the Soma Yagyas where the sanctified liquid 
extracted from the herb called Som is used as offerings to the sacred fire and the Gods. It 
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is spread over five days and requires an attendance of sixteen priests. It is performed in 
the spring season annually. Its climax is reached when the Soma juice is extracted at 
midday from the herb. 

The Atyaagnisthoma—as the name itself suggests, this is a more intense form of the 
Agnisthoma sacrifice. The prefix ‘Atya’ means great or intense or extended form. 

The Ukthya Yagya—This is the fire sacrifice in which the hymns of the Sam Veda 
are used for recital and offering of oblations to the sacred fire. 

The Shodashi Yagya—As the name suggests, it is done continuously for sixteen days 
of the lunar calendar. It starts on the dark-moon day and finishes on the full-moon day. 
The word ‘Shodasha’ also refers to the sixteen purification rites enjoined for a twice-born 
from birth till death. It also means observing the sixteen obligatory steps in formal forms 
of worship—such as Awaahan (invocation of the deity), Aasan (offering of seat to the 
deity), Ardhya (offering oblations), Padya (washing of feet), Aachaman (sipping of 
sanctified water to cleanse the mouth), Madhupark (offering of desserts or mouth 
sweeteners), Snan (ablution; bathing), Vastraavharan (clothing), Yagyopavit (wearing of 
the sacred thread), Gandha (offering perfumes), Pushpa (offering of flowers), Deep 
(showing ceremonial light), Naivaidhya (offering fresh oblations to the deity in the form 
of sweet pudding or porridge), Tambul (betel leaves), Parikrama (circumambulation), and 
Vandana (offering prayers). 

The Vaajapeya Yagya—This is performed by one who desires unlimited dominion. 
This sacrifice had many special features and the number 17 plays a dominant role—for 
there are 17 animals that are sacrificed, 17 objects are distributed as fees for the priests, 
and it lasts for 17 days culminating in a chariot race in which the patron who does the fire 
sacrifice is made to win at any cost. 

The Aptoryaama Yagya—This is a modification of the Agnisthoma Yagya and is 
done for the fulfillment of desire. The chief patron who does this sacrifice is expected to 
give one thousand cows as gift or charity. A fully decorated chariot is donated to the 
chief priest. 

The Atiraatra Yagya—This is form of Soma sacrifice but done in one day only. An 
ewe or ram is sacrificed for Goddess Saraswati, the goddess of speech, wisdom and 
knowledge. 

Other forms of classification of the Fire Sacrifices—(1) Some fire sacrifices are to be 
done regularly and daily. They are called Nitya—for instance, the Agnihotra. 

(ii) The Naimittika is the fire sacrifice done for a special cause—for instance, the fire 
sacrifice called Kashaamavatishti that is done for the protection of the household against 
the danger of fire. 

(iii) The Kaamya is the fire sacrifice that is done for fulfillment of specific desires— 
such as the Kaamesthi Yagya. 

(iv) The Aishtika is the fire sacrifice in which the Havi (the offerings) consist of 
materials like rice cakes (called Purodaasha), clarified butter or Ghee (called Aajya), and 
sweet pudding or porridge (called Charu). 

(v) The Pashuka is the fire sacrifice in which the offering is an animal. For instance, 
the Ashwamedh Yagya. 

(vi) The Saumika is the fire sacrifice in which the offering consists of some juice or 
extract. The Soma Yajyas come under this category. 

?The seven offerings are called the Samidhas. They are used as offerings during fire 
or other religious sacrifices. The Mundak Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 2, section 1, 
verse no. 8 refers to the seven types of Samidhas (fuel for the fire sacrifice; the firewood) 
and seven types of Yagyas (fire sacrifice). Now let us see which are these seven 
Samidhas and seven Yagyas. Since the term Homa and Havi are an integral part of the 
fire sacrifice, they should be understood as well in order to get a comprehensive picture. 


The Samidha is the fuel that is needed to keep the fire of the sacrificial pit lit. It is a 
general term for the firewood. Wood from seven types of trees are used for this purpose 
as follows—Ashvattha (Ficus religiosa), Bilva (Aegle marmelos), Chandan (sandal 
wood), Devdaaru (pine), Khadira (Acacia catechu), Nayagrodha (Indian fig tree), and 
Palaas (Butea frondosa). 

The wood from the following trees are not to be used for the purpose of Samidha— 
Bibhitak (Terminalia bellerica), Kapittha (wood apple), and Neem tree. 

Each stick of the firewood should not be thicker than the thickness of the thumb, 
must have the bark on them, and should not be eaten by wood-worms or insects, or 
infected by any kind of germs—1.e. should be fresh. 

The Brihajjabal Upanishad of Atharva Veda tradition, Brahman 5, verse no. 5 says 
that a Sanyasi should wear the Bhasma (the sacred ash) derived from a fire sacrifice in 
which Samidhas have been offered. 

*Chandraayan/Chandrayan—The word means ‘following the phase of the moon’. 
The Hindu scriptures have prescribed a number of methods of atonement for one's 
misdeeds and expiations for sins. The Chandrayan is the universal penance for expiation 
of almost any kind of sin—especially where no specific remedy is prescribed. 

It is so-called as during this exercise one follows the phase of the moon in his eating 
habits. Starting with fifteen morsels of food on the full-moon day it is gradually reduced 
by one morsel per day till the new-moon day when not a single morsel is eaten by the 
aspirant. Then from this day onwards, one morsel per day is increased till the full-moon 
day when once again he eats fifteen morsels. This is one cycle of the penance. It can be 
repeated as many times as desired according to the intensity of the sin to be atoned for. 
This penance is also called *Pipillikaamadhya” or *middle of an ant” exercise because it 
starts and ends with full fifteen morsels of food with nil food in the middle. 

There is a variation of the Chandrayan described above. In the modified version, the 
penance is started with one morsel on the full-moon day, gradually increased to fifteen 
morsels on the new-moon day and then progressively reduced by one morsel each day till 
the full-moon day when once again only one morsel is eaten. This is called 
“Yavamadhya’ or ‘middle of the wheat grain'—as this grain is thickest at the center and 
tapers off at the two ends. 

In the third variation, eight morsel of food is eaten each day for a month's time. This 
is called *Yati-Chandrayan'—or the Chandrayan that is prescribed for wandering ascetics 
who beg for food for sustenance. 

The size of the morsel of food is approximately that of a big myrobalan fruit. A 
person who undertakes the penance called Chandrayan should tonsure the head, do initial 
fasting as a preparatory step, offer libations of clarified butter (Ghee) and water to the 
Gods, consecrate the food before eating it, and worship the Moon God. 

“The seven Lokas according to the Brahmaand Purans (BP) and the Vaaman Puran 
(VP) are the following—'Bhu' or earth [BP-3,4,2-18]; *Bhuvaha' or the space between 
the earth and the heaven [BP-3,4,2-19]; ‘Swaha’ or the heavens known as Brahma's 
abode; the space beyond the earth's atmosphere; cosmic wind represented by the solar 
wind blows here [BP-3,4,2-20]; *Maha' or the world created by Brahma pronouncing the 
divine word Maha meaning the great heaven or the outer space; it is believed that great 
sages and seers stay here; it is 1000 Yogans or appx. 8000 miles away from the Swaha 
Loka [BP-3,4,2-21; VP-52,21-22]; ‘Janaha’, so called because it was to be inhabited by 
the humans and the cows [BP-3,4,2-22; VP-52, 22]; *Tapaha' or the Loka where great 
amount of austerity and penances are done; it is said to be 60 million Yojans or appx. 60 
x 8 million miles away from the Janaha Loka [BP-3,4,2-24; VP-52, 23]; and ‘Satyam’ or 
the truthful heaven where the supreme Lord has his abode; it is 300 million Yojans or 
appx. 300 x 8 million miles beyond the Tapaha Loka [BP-3,4,2-25; VP-52, 24]. 
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ageage eae aa ATAI 2211 


ātmatulyasuvarņādidānairbahuvidhairapi / 


kimcidapyapariksinam tadapyāśu vināśayet // 22// 


22- Ue sh ME È dm SHE got qn, vi a, sees AAN d fad md am 3 
PA more ot st ur sa od €, Sa AT SS TST P Us Yar ST ÈI (22) 


22. Whatever remnants of sins that persist inspite of one's best efforts to completely 
eliminate them, such as by giving donations of gold (for noble causes) of the amount that 
equals one's own body weight, or making such other great charities and giving away of 
alms—these residual sins and their lurking consequences are removed by the grace of the 
divine and holy Mantra of Lord Ram (when it is practiced systematically). This Mantra 
provides the spiritual aspirant complete purity and cleansing of sins—both of omissions 
as well as of commissions (22). 


sramraddagsgdmaa Faq) rea frm waste 2311 


avasthatritayesvevabuddhipurvamagham ca yat / 


tanmantrasmaranenaiva nihšesam praviliyate // 23// 


23- mA sp xi ae mur fea ge 4 zur fed AI aT Hw spp TU Č 
IA WE UA Fel HA AT HDD À MNT mW SD 41 (23) 


23. All the sins that a person might commit in the last instant of life (i.e. during the last 
phase of life such as old age and when he is nearing death when he is not expected to 
commit any sin, but rather be careful to guard himself from them), or any remnants of 
earlier sins that might not have yet been done away with and linger on till his old age or 
till the time of his death—verily, such sins or their remnants are also forgiven and 
remitted on the strength of the divine and holy Mantra of Lord Ram when it is eagerly 
and sincerely remembered and invoked. 

[Once again, if a person sincerely repents for his sins before death, then the 
Upanishad provides him with the remedy for his spiritual malady—and it is to surrender 
himself before the Lord and concentrate his mind in doing meditation and contemplation 
using the Mantra of Lord Ram. This Mantra would cut through his sins like burning acid 
cuts through metal, and remove the dark coat of spiritual faults that prevents the dying 
man's emancipation and salvation.] (23). 
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sada APT TA) TAM Wenaamug i axi 


avasthatritayesvevam mülabandhamantram ca yat / 


tattanmantropadesena sarvametatpranasyati // 24// 


24- didt asti Ñ we qo ep erp À qud Hea | EU VER Haver À Wd SI 
qr? Ys da Zz (2x) 


24. This divine and holy basic or essential or primary Mantra of Lord Ram frees a man 
from all his fetters during all the three phases of his life. [The three phases of life refer to 
his early life, his middle age, and his old age. All spiritual shackles are removed if a wise 
man invokes this holy Mantra of Lord Ram in whichever phase of life he is in.] 

Those who are highly wise and possess knowledge teach this principle that makes 
a person purified or liberated from all his spiritual fetters (24). 


SIME FRA AT: | fUr A Tere FASTA ATĒTAT:1! 24 11 


ābrahmabījadosāsca niyamātikramodbhvāh / 


strinam ca purusanam ca mantrenanena nāsitāh // 25// 


25- sup & da We ud fi mp es 1 mei 1 st d «p npe, up adi gl dh 
a agar Fram À sca 4 «Li wp sl du St cr yen wp eM 6— UM «I UE Ne H3 
Ws H AT A AT mu ea ZI (24) 


25. Any ill effects of wrongly or incorrectly using the Beej Mantras of the supreme 
Brahm, or doing misdeeds on a regular basis, whether it is done by men or by women, are 
eliminated or destroyed by the grace and the good influences of the divine and holy 
Mantra of Lord Ram (25). 


ay ef ery ways soread | gamma Wu x Way Her! 2G 1! 


yesu yesvapi desesu ramabhadra upasyate / 
durbhiksadibhayam tesu na bhavettu kadacana // 26// 


26- TE TA Fal HA TA Wi SST AT SI EZ, Seat U feo $0 saat ST 
FA zer qa wed enfe 4 va a fas frod èI (26) 
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26. The divine and holy Mantra of Lord Ram is the medium for worshipping the Lord, 
paying obeisance to him, and obtaining his divine grace and blessing. 

It helps to overcome the fear from famine, drought and other misfortunes that 
might happen in the life of the aspirant (26). 


SIM: ARG BHM WHATS: | SAT Best Wer sms 1 fasts wei 


sāntah prasannavadano hyakrodho bhaktavatsalah / 


anena sadr$o mantro jagatsvapi na vidyate // 27// 


27- WE Å TA UA BT, Wu A, AT U m ud Yada viu d 4 UH 
VAN Ñ mq He cae Fat TË ÈI (su) 


27. This divine and holy Mantra of Lord Ram is a personification of the Lord, and as 
such is very munificent and benevolent towards his devotees, bestows upon them all 
round cheerfulness, happiness, calmness and peacefulness. It helps them to overcome the 
restlessness and agitations caused by anger and wrathfulness. 
None of the other Mantras have the same glory, the divine powers and the majesty 
as that possessed by this single Mantra of Lord Ram (27). 
[Note—This verse can be interpreted in another way when read in conjunction with the 
previous verse. Thus, it can mean “Lord Ram has a divine form that is calm and cheerful. 
The Lord has no anger. He is very benevolent and munificent towards his devotees. The 
Mantra of such a gracious Lord Ram has no parallel in this world.”| 


epp: Viada ueni egemqenbadssp fep a gali 211 


samyagaradhito ramah prasidatyeva satvaram / 


dadātyāyusyamaisvaryamante visnupadam ca yat // 28// 


28- Saat SIT SA WX A us R YA ld EID d Se ong, trad dd di aa Ñ 
(A T) fS a VA Ya Wr Gh ÈI (22) 


28. This Mantra is guick to please Lord Ram if the Lord is worshipped with it, and if this 
Mantra is invoked by the devotee. The Lord gladly bestows upon the worshipper a long 
life and all sorts of worldly Aishwarya (majesty, fame, grandour, prosperity, authority 
and power) while he is alive, and upon death he is blessed with the attainment of the 
supreme abode of Lord Vishnu (1.e. helps him to obtain heaven; helps him in his spiritual 
liberation and deliverance) (28). 
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tadetadrcabhyuktam / 

rco aksare parame vyomanyasmindeva adhi vi$ve niseduh / 
yastanna veda kimrca karisyati ya ittadvidusta ime samasate / 
tadvisnoh paramam padam sada pa$yanti sürayah / 

diviva caksuratatam / tadvipraso vipanyavo jagrvamsah samindhate / 


visnoryatparamam padam / om satyamityupanisat // 29// 


29- Ta T (galda) mi med HT Td tl Wéb WA ep gl Hae 4 sen SINT 
(at) d; am at, Ta sas safe sme came af sme 23 Ter 41 gūt wp da 
mi act at Karsti us sa fui ar conem Ad Či dēt p $ KA BET wq EX gt 
ATV | ae a vf ta PI WE AIT Wa AT TOT C1 CE a «gl Oe GT oT 
1E fa] HT YA BET «| Ge We Bae Hea RI (28) 


29. This is the essence of all that has been said by me (sage Yagyawalkya). The letters of 
this divine and holy hymn or Mantra dedicated to Lord Ram are the ones that are incanted 
by the Gods in the heaven; they are the one that reverberate in the sky in the form of the 
heavenly sound (known as OM or Naad); and they are the ones that give all the heavenly 
Gods eternal bliss and happiness. 

Those who are wise and erudite believe that the letters of this divine and holy 
Mantra have revealed themselves in the form of the hymns of the Vedas as well as the 
Upanishads. 

This glorious and divine Mantra—which is as brilliant and magnificent, as radiant 
and splendorous as the celestial Sun—is able to provide the spiritual aspirant with the 
divine vision of the exalted and holy abode of Lord Vishnu which itself is as glorious, as 
splendorous and as brilliant as the celestial Sun. [That is, a spiritual aspirant is able to 
access heaven if he uses this holy, mystically empowered and powerful Mantra for his 
spiritual endeavour of obtaining emancipation and salvation. It bestows upon him the 
radiance and splendour that is like that of the Sun. This Mantra is itself glorious and 
splendorous like the Sun.] 

This mystically empowered Mantra is like the mystical eye that enables the 
spiritual aspirant to see (realise) the Truth and visualize the splendorous abode of Lord 
Vishnu in the heavens. It bestows upon the aspirant the divine vision by which he can see 
beyond the gross world, and peer deep inside it and peep behind it to see the subtle and 
the sublime world of the divine Spirit, or the ‘world of consciousness’. [That is, with the 
aid of this Mantra the spiritual aspirant is able to become ‘self and Brahm realised’. He is 
able to have a divine vision of the Supreme Being who had not only manifested as Lord 


261 


Ram on this earth but is present in the subtle heart of all the creatures as the self- 
illuminated and glorious Atma which is like the brilliant and self-evident Sun that is 
present in the sky. It must be noted here that the Sun is regarded as the ‘eye’ of the 
supreme Brahm. Its light and brilliance is a metaphor for intelligence, erudition, sagacity, 
knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment because these virtues help one to see the things in 
the correct perspective and peer deep inside the surface to unravel the greatest secrets that 
are not easily known from the outside. The Mantra virtually acts as the spiritual eye of 
the aspirant that enables him to see beyond the gross world and have a divine insight into 
the essence and subtle aspect of everything.] 

This Mantra enables the spiritual aspirant to obtain the nectar of eternity and 
eternal bliss known as the ‘Amrit’ (that is imbibed by the Gods as well as those who are 
self-realised, wise and enlightened). 

It makes a man wide awake (or awakened) to the Absolute Truth and Reality; it 
makes him enlightened, self-realised and Brahm-realised. 

It bestows upon him the exalted and supreme abode of Lord Vishnu—1.e. it gives 
him an exalted spiritual stature by blessing him with liberation and deliverance, by 
granting his soul emancipation and salvation. 

OM salutations! This is the great teaching of this Upanishad. It is the truthful 
Upanishad and what it says is the truth! Amen!’ (29). 


STTĀNE ARITA TATT: I 
Thus ends the Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda. 
Santi Pātha /s1rf«Tura 
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om bhadram karnébhih $rnuyama devah bhadram pasyémaksabhiryajatrah / 
sthirairangaistustuvārnsastanūbhirvyašēma dēvahitam yadayuh // 

svasti na indro vrddhasravah svasti nah püsa visvavédah / 

svasti nastarksyo aristanemih svasti no brhaspatirdadhatu // 


om Santih! šāntih!! Santih!!! 
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An Anthology 


UPANISHADS DEDICATED TO LORD RAM 


And THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 


[Original Text, Roman Transliteration, Verse-by-Verse Hindi & English Rendering, 
Notes & Explanations.] 


CHAPTER 3 


Atharva Veda's 


Ram Rahasya Upanishad 


This Upanishad is dedicated to the eclectic theme of Lord Ram and unfolds the great 
metaphysical and spiritual secrets pertaining to Lord Ram who has been established here 
as being a visible manifestation of the supreme transcendental divinity known as Brahm. 
It has a parallel in Ram's other Upanishad, the Ram Tapini Upanishad, with the only 
difference that this present Upanishad has been preached by Hanuman, who is considered 
as the greatest devotee of the Lord and the most erudite expert on this theme. The 
Upanishad has five Cantos. 

Canto 1 introduces the subject when different seers and sages approached 
Hanuman and requested him to preach them the great metaphysical and spiritual truths 
about Lord Ram and how to worship him to invoke his blessings. This Canto emphasises 
that the hymns composed by all the great devotees of the Lord have equal importance and 
effect, and they are equally valuable as the ones appearing in the scriptures. He stresses 
that the various Mantras of Lord Ram have the same metaphysical import and divine 
mystical powers as the Mantras of the Vedas devoted to Brahm. 

Canto 2 is a unique section because it elaborately describes all the Mantras of 
Lord Ram, starting from the one-letter Mantra to the longest ones having forty seven 
letters, along with how they have been conceptualized and how to worship and meditate 
upon the Lord with them. 

Canto 3 is another fascinating one in which the mystical charm 
instrument/apparatus called a ‘Pooja Yantra’, which is like a Talisman, is used for 
invoking divine intercession to help the worshipper to accomplish astounding feats and 
acquire stupendous supernatural powers which would have been impossible otherwise. 
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This Yantra is much like any modern-day electronic instrument having an electronic 
circuit which is used by a man to enable him to acquire tremendous powers and 
potentials, and achieve successes in numerous exercises which would have been virtually 
impossible for him to achieve with his mere physical body and mind. This Canto 
describes how this Yantra is constructed, and how to worship or use it. 

Interestingly, two versions of the instrument or apparatus are described, and they 
are to be compared with the one described in Ram Purva Tapiniopanishad, Canto 4 where 
another version of the Yantra is described in detail. It is to be noted here that all these 
instruments/apparatuses are equally effective and powerful just like, for example, the 
computer made by different companies which have slightly tweaked the main 
configuration but the technology behind the computer is the same. All these machines 
would function equally effectively though the company which has made them, the use to 
which they are put, and the benefits derived from their usage may vary widely. 

Canto 4 elaborately narrates the sanctified process for accepting the different 
Mantras of Lord Ram along with the strict codes of conduct and rules that are to be 
followed for their application by the devotee worshipper. These Mantras are used for dual 
purpose—viz. for doing formal religious rituals during sacrifices as well as for the 
purpose of doing Japa (repetition of the holy Mantras) for achieving specific aims. 

Finally, Canto 5 describes the metaphysical and spiritual importance and 
significance of Lord Ram's Mantras, especially the six letter Mantra (OM Raamaaye 
Namaha) and what benefits the worshipper can expect by using this Mantra with due faith 
and reverence. It establishes the supremacy of Lord Ram's Mantra over all other Mantras 
and espouses the fact that the well known, universal, ethereal, divine and sacred Mantra 
OM is also the Mantra for Lord Ram. This final declaration by Hanuman winds up this 
very fascinating Upanishad. 
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Santi Pātha 


3 Ha Uy: ASA dar ua WYSHISHTUSDT: | 

fg enfedsm cafed seq: 1 

Tat 1 Sal qaem: ft 1: wur fase | 

Tat egest SRSA: ft at geeairearg | 
a» mfa: | Viet: | ented: |!!! 


om bhadram karnébhih $rnuyama dévah bhadram pasyémaksabhiryajatrah / 
sthirairangaistustuvārnsastanūbhirvyašēma devahitam yadayuh // 

svasti na indro vrddhasravah svasti nah püsa visvavédah / 

svasti nastarksyo aristanemih svasti no brhaspatirdadhatu // 
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om Santih! šāntih!! sāntih!!! 
Please see Chapter no. 1 for the meaning of this Shanti Paath. 


Chapter 3/Canto 1 


ATZĪT USA els ema | Vadimam g SRT | | 
Se UgHUUR Mid: 11 So TEP TAT aes YEH | 
meri tect fel Hecate FAT 111 


kaivalyasrīsvarūpēņ rajmanam mahovyam / pratiyOgivinirmuktam srirampadmasraye // 
om bhadramkarneabhiriti Santih // 
om rahasyam ramatapatam vasudevam ca mudgalam / 


Sandilyam paingalam bhiksum mahaccharirakam šikhā // 1// 


sip Us Wm Wa dacu ve $, sī eros d a P, D UST m AN HE Ud HT S 
aan fase e, fast ae AeA fone) Tel e, d Uu dm 4 gēl sp a GT 
él 

32! we wm At ages (fan ar ST VA tees wu ata Hd atfa $ saat oA 
at FT quae, VS, fire cafe Fer VT tī .... R)I 


1. OM salutations! Amongst the great sages and seers who are experts and skilled in the 
esoteric art, science and philosophy of doing Tapa (doing severe penances, observing of 
austerities, enduring hardships and undergoing sufferance for a noble cause) in order to 
attain access to the supreme Lord known as ‘Ram’ are ascetics Mudgal, Shandilya, 
Paingal etc. They had attained the pinnacle of this spiritual knowledge and are like the 
celebrated ‘Shikha’ on the head of a Brahmin’. [In other words, these sages and seers 
were the doyens in their class and formed an exclusive group of enlightened persons who 
had the highest state of spiritual achievement so much so that they could establish direct 
communion with the manifested form of the supreme Brahm in the form of Lord Ram. ] 
(1). 

[Note—'The Shikha is the tuft of hair on the head of a Brahmin symbolising his exalted 

stature in society. It is a mark of seniority in the social hierarchy as well as a symbol of 

his erudition and learning. The Shisha is like the crown on the head of a king; it is the 

crown that empowers the king with his authority and sway, the kingdom’s strength and 

authority lies not in the person of the king but is vested in the crown. Anyone who wears 

the crown has this authority vested in him. Hence, once the king abdicates the crown he 

loses all his powers and authority. Similarly, these sages were deemed to be senior 

amongst their peers as far as the metaphysical knowledge pertaining to Lord Ram was 
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concerned. Lord Ram is not an ordinary God as such, but a manifestation of the supreme 
transcendental Brahm. In fact, the ‘Beej Mantra’ of Ram, which is actually a 
monosyllable, that forms the basis of this name of the Supreme Being as ‘Ram’ is 
regarded as the ‘Tarak Mantra’, or a divine word, letter or syllable that has the powerful 
potential to provide the final emancipation and salvation to the soul of the creature.] 


SAGE STAM ST TATA | EATE FIC SATA ATL || 2 1 


sanakadya yogivarya anye ca rsayastatha / 


prahladadya visnubhakta hanümantamathabruvan // 2// 


amt HI wae Ural, Wa fap 4 yeore SS rīt mp MT S SAM m YU 
M at fra St TĀ (2)! 


2. They were accompanied by other ascetics and sages such as Sankadi, as well as 
devotees of Lord Vishnu (whose incarnation Lord Ram was) such as Prahalad etc. when 
they approached Hanuman (the greatest devotee of Lord Ram and considered as the 
wisest and most erudite and scholarly amongst the learned ones in the field of 
metaphysics, theology and spiritualism who ever took birth on this earth). They said to 
him—(2). 


TAT aÀ fée serene | pag vgfaessresresfi | 1 3 11 


vayuputra mahabaho kimtattvam brahmavadinam / 


purāņesvastādašasu smrtisvastādašasvapi // 3// 


€* aga! € were! de wd WD sup ode e fea IRN ec TOT, $06 Slee, .... 
(3)1 


3. They said, *Oh the strong and brave son of the Wind God! What is that essence which 
is known to those who are said to be experts in the knowledge pertaining to Brahm? What 
is the basis tenet, the fundamental teaching and the essential edict of the eighteen Purans 
(mythological ancient histories of the Hindus) and eighteen sub-Purans as well as the 
Smritis (Hindu traditional jurisprudence)? (3). 


agaey weary MATTS fa a | aly ferens aragna | 


Udy We fab quei HAI cei ASAT 4 11 


266 


caturvedesu $astresu vidyasvadhyatmike’pi ca / 
sarvesu vidyadanesu vighnasūryesašaktisu / 
etesu madhye kim tattvam kathaya tvam mahābala // 4// 


nad x de, wat wet ws ume creen fees H sues fee wa $2 few] 4 ua 
TÄ Ñ agar faster cote), wd, fsra— fe— sad À ae oder PA aT 2?’ (w)I 


4. The four Vedas, all the scriptures etc. are well known to you because you have been 
diligently studying them yourself, and they have been taught to you by your teacher who 
is none other than the Sun God. That is, your knowledge is more complete and 
comprehensive than that of others. Oh the valiant and brave one! Do tell us what is the 
essence of this teaching; what 1s the fundamental knowledge propounded, expounded and 
enunciated by them?” (4). 


Hrs n A arra we aaa wd | TE WTHepl ara AAA TTT II 
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hanūmānhovāca // 
bho yogīndrāscaiva rsayo visnubhaktastathaiva ca / 


Sruņudhvam māmakīm vacam bhavabandhavināsinīm // 5// 


ejut + oR Ra- uper, HTT rem femp un MATU! SW VAR c gi wl 
ART FA aS At ara HT cays n (u)I 


5. Hanuman replied, ‘Oh the exalted ascetics, sages, seers and devotees of Lord Vishnu! 
Listen to what I have to say. It has the potential of destroying all sins and cutting through 
the fetters of this deluding and fearsome world (5). 


US da GAY wed Aa ATA TA Ua RK SED WA Wa WO TG: 1 | 
TH us wi dvd ATA Fal ARAA || 6 LI 


etesu caiva sarvesu tattvam ca brahma tarakam / 
rama eva param brahma rama eva param tapah // 


rama eva param tattvam šrīrāmo brahma tarakam // 6// 
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z4 ws d (ur da ane d) TAM ee "gne TA dp eau eb own eium d 
TTT IET PI GTH Cb urged GO TW Cb apa € (6)! 


6. It incorporates the essence of all the scriptural and metaphysical essences, their tenets, 
their axioms and maxims. Besides this, it is about the ‘Tarak Brahm’, i.e. it is about the 
Brahm who delivers one from the torments associated with this seemingly endless cycle 
of birth and death, and provides liberation and deliverance to its followers. 

Certainly, Ram is the supreme transcendental Brahm personified. Lord Ram is an 
embodiment of the supreme form of Tapa (doing severe penances, observing of 
austerities, enduring hardships and undergoing sufferance for a noble cause). Indeed, 
Lord Ram is that ultimate ‘Tattwa’ (literally the essence, the fundamental or basic 
element or aspect) you talk about, and indeed Lord Ram is that ‘Tarak Brahm’ (who 
provides one’s soul with the ultimate liberation and deliverance from the miseries and 
torments associated with this deluding and artificial world of entrapments, from the 
shackles that this gross body represents, as well as from the fetters created by being 
engrossed in ignorance and delusions pertaining to them both)’ (6). 


AGS Sg RI PIM Sad Weg: TARTS at ATA | 

a | fue amet ent è Pqdowd (€ 
MTA TI wpped cmd fenis pflege espere TSA THER 
rem: | ARITA fer TA ferrent efe t 11711 


vayuptrenoktaste yogindra rsayo visnubhakta hanümantam papracchuh 
rāmasyāngāni no brūhīti / 

hanümanhovaca / vāyuputram vighnešam vāņīm durgam ksetrapalakam sūryam 
candram narayanam narasimham vayudevam varaham atsarvantsamatrantsitam 
laksmanam satrughnam bharatam vibhisanam sugrīvamangadam jambavantam 


pranavametani rāmasyāngāni janithah / 


AZ GAM) È de Se c wx dirst, fuut sik fame 4 fe art d yer 
€ K sm ef sf è sh wr soca aif’? wat 4 sup feum, 
Gadi, of, te, ud, ae, aan, ate, ages, sure em ak 3f am undi 
eat è st ou € asa Bat 4 st dhe 2, d ud Aa, cam, SN, WE, 
fast, gia, ste, Sa SIR ee oT sam oh STER WIRED WU a ST eT 
afer! sit st yor x faa fāfrad we Ha WD (UD sah 3 41) ww faerenm dp È 
(aft fe qu Ge «eb ea) (9)! 
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7. Hearing these reassuring words from the son of the Wind God, the different Yogis 
(ascetics) as well as the great devotees of Lord Vishnu who had assembled there 
requested him once again that they wished to hear (learn) about the different branches, 
the different aspects, and the different parts of the divine and holy form of Lord Ram, as 
well as about the different systems adopted to know them comprehensively so that proper 
worship to the Lord can be offered by them, so that they can duly honour and adore the 
Lord with the utmost reverence, humility, faith and conviction, and also to ensure that 
firmness of faith, conviction and belief in the supremacy, holiness, sublimity and divinity 
of Lord Ram can sprout and take firm root in their minds and hearts. [These great sages 
and seers wished to learn about the different versions of the divine aspect of Lord Ram as 
envisioned in the different scriptures, as well as about the various methodologies or 
systems adopted for his worship.] 

Hanuman replied, *The son of the Wind God (i.e. myself), Lord Ganesh who 
eliminates all hurdles and misfortunes, Saraswati (the Goddess of knowledge, learning 
and wisdom), Durga (the great Goddess who rides a lion and who slayed the demon 
Mahisasur), the different Kshetrapals (the guardians of various divisions or areas, called 
the ‘Kshetras’, of the world; they are supposed to look after the interests of farmers), the 
Sun, the Moon, Lord Narayan (another name of Vishnu), Lord Nrisingh (the half lion and 
half man incarnation of Lord Vishnu to protect his devotee Prahalad from the tyranny of 
his demon father), the Wind God, Lord Varaaha (Vishnu's incarnation as the legendary 
Boar to salvage the earth), along with all other companions, compatriots and attendants of 
the Lord during his sojourn upon this earth—such as his divine consort Sita, his three 
brothers Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan, the demon king-devotee of the Lord named 
Vibhishan (who was anointed as the king of Lanka after he sought the Lord's refuge upon 
being insulted and kicked out by his elder brother, the demon king Ravana who was later 
slayed by the Lord in the epic battle at Lanka, when he advised the latter to stop being 
pervert and give Sita back to Lord Ram), the monkey king Sugriv (who was anointed on 
the throne of Kishkindha after the slaying of his tormentor, his elder brother Vaali, and 
who had helped the Lord to conquer Lanka with his monkey army), Angad (who was 
Vaali's son and was put by him under the protection of the Lord at the time of his death; 
he was anointed as the prince regent of Kishkindha by the Lord), Jamvant (the old bear 
king of Kishkindha; one of the senior ministers of Sugriv), and all other wise and self- 
realised souls who are devoted to Pranav (another name of Brahm in his transcendental 
and cosmic form, but here implying that they were devoted to Lord Ram because they 
knew that he was none other but the cosmic transcendental Brahm personified). 

Verily, they (the Gods and their manifestations mentioned above) are the ones 
who have an in-depth and intimate knowledge of the different sublime and divine facets 
of Lord Ram. This most eclectic, esoteric, mystical and enigmatic knowledge pertaining 
to Lord Ram is a dispeller of all misfortunes and miseries'. 

The assembled sages, seers, ascetics and devotees persisted, and they asked once 
again, ‘Oh the son of Anjani! Oh the most valiant and strong Hanuman! Let us know how 
the most esoteric and divine knowledge pertaining to Pranav (Brahm in his cosmic 
manifestation as the Naad or the divine sound OM) is made accessible to exalted and 
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learned Brahmins, saints, householders and other eligible persons who are sincerely 
devoted to and submissive towards the supreme Lord'. 

Hanuman answered, *Listen, I shall tell you about it. Once I had asked Lord Ram 
the same question, and he had answered me. I shall repeat it for you all. Listen carefully. 
At that time, the Lord had said to me—‘Those fortunate ones who are authorized and 
eligible to have access to my Mantra consisting of six letters or syllables are also the ones 
who are authorized and eligible to repeat this Mantra which is dedicated to Pranav, i.e. 
the divine, sublime, ethereal and holy word ‘OM’ which is a monosyllable. 

Those who do Japa (constant repetition of a single or group of word(s) or 
syllable(s) having divine and mystical significance, importance, value and power) with 
the Mantra of Pranav, i.e. with the three-lettered monosyllable word ‘OM’ complete with 
its ‘Ardha Matra’ (i.e. the complete Mantra ‘OM’ with its four primary sounds consisting 
of the letters ‘A’, ‘O’, ‘U’ and ‘M’, followed by the sound of the half-syllable represented 
by the prolonged sound of ‘M’ after the mouth is closed, and, which in Sanskrit grammar, 
is represented by the ‘dot’ that is placed on the top of a letter or monosyllable; the 


complete Mantra of ‘OM’ is written as the symbol >), and then add it to my own Mantra 


consisting of three letters R, A and M—I bless these devotees with an all-round 
auspiciousness, complete welfare and immense good fortunes. 

[So we have the complete Mantra as follows—‘OM RAM’. It will be noted here 
that if this Mantra is repeated constantly, the word OM would automatically prefix and 
suffix RAM. Hence, when used to do Japa, the above Mantra would become ‘OM RAM 
OM’. ] 

That is why, the proper way to do Japa of my divine Mantra in order to attain the 
highest citadel of spiritualism of being able to realise or attain access to the supreme 
transcendental divinity known as Brahm, is this—the aspirant should first properly 
empower the letters of OM, i.e. A, O, U, M along with the Ardha Matra by honouring 
them and bestowing upon them the great natural mystical and spiritual powers that comes 
by showing respect to the ancient Rishi (patron sage or seer who had first discovered it) 
who had first conceptualized or visualized it and established the Mantra's authenticity 
and stupendous powers by actually experiencing them and then implementing them in his 
own spiritual efforts. 

In the same manner, the Devta (patron deity) of the Mantra is invoked, and the 
latter is fully empowered and vested with this deity's supernatural mystical and spiritual 
powers. [Since OM is the Mantra for Brahm, the supreme transcendental cosmic 
Consciousness, when duly consecrated and empowered, OM becomes as potent and 
powerful as Brahm itself.] 

When this consecration and empowerment is done, OM acquires the same 
mystical powers and spiritual value, the same importance and significance, the same 
authority and status as that possessed by the Chandas’ in which the holy verses of the 
Vedas are composed. [In other words, OM encompasses in itself all the essence and 
authority of the four Vedas when duly consecrated and empowered.] 

Then the four ‘Varnas’ of the Mantra ‘OM’ representing Pranav (i.e. the letters A, 
O, U and M that constitute the Mantra) and their basic vowel sounds should be entrusted 
with divine powers symbolizing different powerful forces of Nature that control all 
aspects of creation". They should be assigned the powers, the authority and the potentials 
of the glorious ‘fire element’ (representing energy, vitality, dynamism and purity), the 


270 


holiness and sanctity of the *Vedas' (the primary scriptures and a repository of all 
knowledge that exist in creation), and the various eclectic and glorious virtues in creation 
called the different *Gunas"*. 

[That is, each syllable or letter or word of any Mantra should be given equal 
importance and value as being the ‘seed or root’ of the entire Mantra; the composite 
Mantra would fall apart and lose its significance and mystical powers if even one 
constituent part is rendered less effective or even ineffective. So, each letter is complete 
in its self; each is a wholesome unit in its own right.] 

Now, this Mantra for Pranav, i.e. OM, should be prefixed and suffixed to the 
Mantra for Lord Ram. A person who does Japa with this complete Mantra, i.e. the Mantra 
for Ram with OM attached as a prefix and a suffix to it, becomes one like the Lord 
himself. [That is, he becomes as pure and holy as the supreme Lord himself. He acquires 
divine and mystical powers and prowess as an especially privileged, enlightened and 
empowered soul.] The Mantra for Pranav (i.e. OM) forms an integral part of the complete 
Mantra for Lord Ram”. 

Once, Vibhishan (the demon devotee of Lord Ram and the king of Lanka) said to 
the Lord, *I most reverentially prostrate myself before Lord Ram who is seated upon a 
throne, and who is the slayer of the evil son of the Pulastya clan (a reference to the evil 
demon king of Lanka, Ravana). 

Oh Lord Ram! I wish to say something; do I have your permission?” (7). 
[Note--'The Chanda is a poetical style of composition in which a particular verse of a 
Veda is composed. There are many types of Chandas, and their importance as the 
protector of Gods symbolising all the life-giving and life-sustaining forces of creation 
have been elaborately described in Chandogya Upanishad of the Sam Veda tradition in its 
Cantos 1 and 2. 

In the present context, each of the letters or syllables of the Mantra, i.e. A, O, U and 
M, is assigned the same ethereal, divine and spiritual importance, significance and value 
as that given to a complete verse of the Veda. In other words, each syllable of a Mantra is 
as important as the whole verse of a Veda. 

"The Varnas are the letters or syllables of a word. In the case of the divine and holy 
word OM representing Pranav or the supreme transcendental Brahm, they are A, O, U 
and M representing the four ethereal sounds which this composite Mantra ‘OM’, also 
known as Pranav, consists of. They are like an algebraic coefficient in mathematics, 
establishing a link between the various holy and divine facets of the individual units of 
the composite Mantra OM as represented by each of these four letters, and the cosmic 
sound called Naad or Pranav that they represent. 

At the same time, they act as a constant that enhances and multiplies the value and 
magnitude of the whole composite Mantra. Each of these letters or syllables is assigned 
the same ethereal, divine and spiritual importance, significance and value as that given to 
a complete Mantra. They form an integral part of the whole Mantra, and the Mantra 
cannot have any value if even one of its parts is de-linked from it. It is like a complex 
organic chemical formula where each component is an integral part of the whole 
structure, and has equal value and importance as its next companion to maintain the 
integrity of the entire structure. 

The four components of this spiritual ‘formula’ are represented by the four letters that 
constitute OM. The first letter ‘A’ represents the conception of the creation; the second 
letter ‘O’ represents the development of the cosmos; the third letter ‘U’ represents the 
expansion; and the last letter ‘M’, the fourth, represents the conclusion of the creation. 
The vowel sound of each of these letters represents the basis foundation upon which that 
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particular aspect rests. This is because whereas the actual pronunciation of the letter 
symbolizes the external features of that particular aspect of creation as mentioned above, 
the vowel sound would represent the hidden ingredient that has gone to make this 
external feature feasible and meaningful. 

?There are three basic qualities or Gunas which are inherent in all the living beings 
that determine their nature, habits, temperaments and inclinations which in turn decide 
the personality and outlook of each individual in this world. These Gunas are—(a) Sata 
meaning the best quality marked by a predominance of auspiciousness, righteousness and 
virtuousness; (b) Raja meaning the medium quality marked by a greater percentage of 
worldly passions, and a desire to create, sustain and remain involved in the affairs of the 
world; and (c) Tama which the meanest and basest of quality in a creature marked by 
evilness, perversions and sinfulness.] 


Wagar FT WS: | SA Were: femur TE NAAR: pe vamfefw| 
Isl 


punarvayuputrenoktaste hanümantam papracchuh / 


afijaneya mahabala vipranam grhasthanam pranavadhikarah katham syaditi // 8 // 


TH YER WG SAN m ced Wr Ure sm fē gai 4 Hs Vd: VSI- Joa STU 
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8. When the son of the Wind-God (Hanuman) had said so, all the sages and seers asked 
him once again, 'Oh the strong son of Anjani! Those householders who are well-versed in 
the knowledge of Braham, are erudite, sagacious, wise and enlightened as well as 
spiritually oriented, how can they become worthy of receiving ‘Pranav’ (1.e., the supreme 
Braham, the divine word symbol OM, the divine Mantra) [Here it means how can, or by 
what means, an ordinary person become entitled to worship the supreme Lord Sri Ram. | 


(8). 


U ars ARTA eire | STAT VERT add CH Was: LATA | 
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sa hovaca Srirama evovaceti / yesameva 
sadaksaradhikaro vartate tesam pranavadhikarah syannanyesam / 
kevalamakarokaramakarardhamatrasahitam pranavamühya 


yo ramamantram japati tasya Subhakaro’ham syām // 9 // 
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9. Sri Ram replied, "Those who are eligible to do ‘Japa’ (i.e., repetition of the divine 
Mantras of the Lord) of my 6-lettered Mantra (which is ‘Ram Ramaya Namah’) are also 
eligible and worthy to repeat the Mantra of Pranav (which is OM/ om). Those who 
pronounce the syllables of the *OM Mantra' and then fallow it with my 6-letter Mantra, I 
bestow all auspiciousness, welfares and goodness on them' (9). 

[Note :- As per this verse, the Mantra becomes—* Om Ram Ramaya Namah' .] 


TU III APTETAATTA AERO Gadi Taguantacart 
BSA A VOSA VST GATS AA Sl wq U wp eredi 
NTHUIETRTEHTSTHTS; MITA: HAA sft 11 10 11 


tasya pranavasthakarasyokarasya makarasyardhamatrayasca 
rsischando devatā tattadvarnavarnavasthanam 
svaravedagnigunanuccaryanvaham pranavamantraddvigunam 
japtva pa$cadramamantram yo japet sa ramo bhavatiti 


ramenoktastasmadramangam pranavah kathita iti // 10 // 


HST WIS H ST, SHR, HPR Us SEAT H HT, wen Us cad a TT Til sat 
TFR 

agia xax, de, afta, Wr R at SAn PÈ SAA TA Gil Wa AÀ HT GT T 
R, OF fe m Ha m mA woes cum SÀ S mur È we he eu wb À eT 
@| GT: H3 HT GET AA TAH 3 + T WAT AA: 32) R)I 
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a gaan nur gi 


10. One should invoke the sages/seers in the Ist syllable ‘A’, the various Chhandas 
(representing the verses and hymns of the scriptures) in the 2nd syllable ‘U’, and then the 
different patron Gods in the 3rd syllable ‘M’ to form the composite word OM (consisting 
of the three syllables A+U+M). In this way, all the four Vedas (represented by the 
Chhandas), the fire (symbolizing energy, the life force, speech; this also means that all 
the good qualities that represent life on this earth in the form of fire sacrifices done by the 
sages and seers etc. are represented in this Mantra), the various virtuous qualities 
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representing the Gods—all should be imagined in the three syllables of the divine word 
OM. This word should be placed as a prefix as well as a suffix at the beginning and the 
end of the 6-letter Ram Mantra. Anyone who devotedly repeats this Mantra becomes an 
image of Sri Ram himself (1.e. he becomes as exalted as Sri Ram himself) (10). 
[Note :- (i) The final form of the Mantra as prescribed in this verse is—* Om Ram 
Ramaya Namah Om'. 
(ii) The putting of the word OM at the beginning and the end of the Mantra for Sri 
Ram indicates that it encompasses and incorporates the whole existence when it is 
repeated.] 


fast Sara | fierent FATE ue Gere | WU USA VT STSETHSI || 
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vibhisan uvāca // 
simhasane samāsīnam ramam paulastyasūdanam / 


pranamya dandavadbhümau paulastyo vākyamabravīt / / 11 // 


Aim 4 wea atu mo tee oes (fat) Ae umm 
(ETA TAT AT BT moni aS) sfRT up qedi wx saa WU Gum SAG AT 
al (2)I 


11. Vibhishan, the son of Paulstya, once paid his respect to the one who is the slayer of 
the demon king Ravana (stexemem—i.e. Sri Ram) by prostrating on the ground in front 
of him (11). 


TTU TRISTI aci Had a | STET Gast da er wp Wen 12 11 


raghunātha mahābāho kevalam kathitam tvayā / 


angānām sulabham caiva kathaniyam ca saulabham // 12 // 


Fgm, e wemme 44 enn Usa? Gd daru wen ar aha fear tl ae use fou 
qe TA tl oa: sap at qoud m fou amg STEP you weg a sree md ($3)| 


12. ‘Oh the strong-armed and valiant Lord of the Raghu’s race (i.e. Lord Ram)! I have 
described in my book called ‘Ram Paricharya’ about the supreme nature and divine form 
of the Lord which is unique, non-dual, only one of its kind and matchless. But such 
knowledge is not easily comprehendible by everyone, and neither can everyone attain the 
exalted stature of being one with the Lord by delving deep into metaphysical concepts 
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and philosophical aspects of spiritualism, the vast knowledge enshrined in the scriptures 
etc. 

So please preach to me an easy method or path which can help a layman to obtain 
the same benefits. In other words, describe your divine form which is easily accessible to, 
and understandable by even an ordinary, non-enlightened person' (12). 


SRE Sara | AY TE queen] fugedr NRE ART EET: eetfeufqedis-endundp di wu 
Woah SATA up qx: Waa: Wrped | Taga ATARI Aaa fe |1 13 11 


Srirama uvāca / atha pafica dandakani pitrghno 
matrghno brahmaghno guruhananah kotiyatighno'nekakrtapapo 
yo mama sannavatikotinamani japati sa tebhyah papebhyah 


pramucyate / svayameva saccidanandasvarüpo bhavenna kim // 13 // 


"E ura ĀRA A- Te TU A sī ouis aves è d wh Ū aR UTE c ot ofa 
qui uro di me) state wp HW ee AS ARĪ (M) HT weg $, dz Wb sa undi 
TÄ X we ST Eg AT Å TA, ae Tau Baers ET gb wp 3)i 
[Az : arg ae oe $ frat uf «gt wur s& Gp sen «tl ae DO WW 
em epp fecum fen wr dp sem gad sf cp sper sr fen TT aT 


fram pua ehm di] 


13. *Hearing this, Sri Ram replied, ‘The 5 ‘Dandaks’’ in your book are potent enough to 
purify even the most sinful and pervert of sinners. Besides this, all those who repeat my 
holy name (Ram) 960 million times (96 Crores) also get freedom from their sins (i.e. 
from the bad effects of sins and misdemeanors). Not only this, such a person 
automatically becomes an embodiment of eternal and supreme bliss, happiness, peace, 
contentedness and tranquility.* 

*This verse can be interpreted in the following manner also:—Lord Ram replied to 
Vibhishan, *The five types of most horrendous sins or crimes, such as the killing of one's 
(i) mother and (ii) father, (iii) a Brahmin (an elderly, learned and wise person who is the 
senior member of the society), (iv) a Guru (one's teacher and moral preceptor), (v) or any 
great sage, seer, ascetic, monk or a friar, and other such horrible and most despicable sins 
that are normally unpardonable, are remitted or forgiven or pardoned if the sinner who 
has committed any one or more of these sins or misdeeds repeats my holy divine Mantra 
thousands of times with sincerity. 

Not are they only able to overcome the ill affects of such grave and heinous sins 
and misdeeds, but they also become an image of ‘Sat-Chit-Anand’ themselves. That is, 
they become a personified form of the Absolute Truth known as pure consciousness, and 
therefore are endowed with the eclectic virtue of blissfulness, beatitude and felicity that 
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are the hallmarks of this consciousness. In other words, they achieve peace and internal 
bliss that comes with associating oneself with the pure conscious self.’ (13) 
[Note :- "The word Dandak has two connotations here—(i) Technically it is a type of 
verse in which either only the letters are independently counted or the syllables are also 
counted as one unit besides the letters, and in both the cases they should be more than 26. 
(ii) The other meaning refers to *punishments'. In this sense the verse would mean that a 
person who repeats the Lord's holy and sacred name is forgiven from being punished for 
the gravest of sins that he has committed. These grave sins are the following five—killing 
of one's father, mother, Brahmin, Guru and an ascetic.] 


reared fasten: | carererisa for T U arses | Hass WXSRUIPSISNDDD D AA 
Herma Ha fai emus feed Tae Tara Aes SAC 
Had Sarees cu maserati ui feat wd dega waa fe toa 
FRA 14 11 Sf BAAS eom: || 1 1 


punaruvaca vibhisanah / tatrapya Sakto'yam kim karoti / 

sa hovacemam / kaikaseya puraScaranavidhavasakto 

yo mama mahopanisadam mama gitam mannamasahasram 
madvi$varüpam mamāstottarašatam ramasatabhidhanam 
naradoktastavarajam hanumatproktam mantrarajatmakastavam 
sitastavam ca ramasadaksarityadibhirmantrairyo mam 

nityam stauti tatsadr$o bhavenna kim bhavenna kim // 14 // 

iti ramarahasyopanisadi prathamo'dhyayah // 1// 


fam 4 ga: wea gt ST Wa Wem UD ee gg TH SU Web gt Wn], at wur 
R? da ATA Y reru ‘St seat H STA (WUTH— 3%) VIA AL AF FT uo 
Ore TT mu a sat HY H3 U OH VITA (3%) HT SUY AT P we Paes UND eT di 
war 271 fasion 4 ya: wea at Cp scat mcr d cff aaa at dp oup wR?’ ga 
ZA 4 Me de 32 Tal cep TA cep KZT ati sī zu Mt staat a, ae At 
"flr Geri) we sik TEAM Fr OT Gy (e reum WD fauueu ar Vaga 
@)| AIT WL oC AA mp WT Wi] AIT ARE BT He TA WAT’ AT ME ARI 
AIT SAMS ZI He CRI ‘Aa STM Ba’ A We RI sat ‘Aare’ a TRAT 
aa’ anf «at mé aft RI tar aoe datuma à OZ, sud us gd 
? (4) 


SRT T WSTH Bt AAA ESI 
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[ate : &) ‘Watt’ ot melt decur ga sa TATA H suus H sat 
at ŠI EU Waa a ait smart Saw mi WI ser À vasa ÈI (2) Tah 
a fr è- 3% qa: x arafaqeioay of maur dfe feat da: owes 


14. Vibhishan asked once again, ‘What should those people do who cannot read the 5 
*Dandak' (as mentioned in verse no. 4 above) and do ‘Japa’ of 96 Crore ‘Ram Mantras’?’ 

Then the Lord had replied to me (Vibhishan), *In that case, in order to invoke my 
divine blessings, one should repeat the various hymns composed in my honour by my 
different ardent devotees—such as the son of Kaikasi (i.e. Vibhishan), or the hymns 
contained in the great Upanishads dedicated to me, or the hymns of the Gita proclaimed 
by me (which is called *Ram Gita” and is a part of Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda 
Vyas; this Gita was preached by the Lord to his brother Laxman), or repeat the litany of 
my thousand names (because these names are all divine by nature, and are indicative of 
the same essence and holiness that exists in various forms much like the same basic 
elements of Nature combined in numerous permutations and combinations to form the 
myriad versions of this creation), or the one that has my one hundred names (instead of 
the thousand names; a sort of abridged version of these one thousand names), or the 
different *Ram Ashtaks' (verses of eight stanzas; or hymns having eight verses of twin 
lines each), or *Ram Stavaraj' (a special hymn) composed by the celestial sage Narad, or 
the great ‘Stotras’ (hymns) composed by Hanuman which have astounding mystical 
powers equivalent to those possessed by divine Mantras of the Vedas, or the hymns 
composed in the honour of Sita (Lord Ram’s divine consort; an incarnation of Goddess 
Laxmi), or the famous six-letter divine Mantra ‘Raan(g) Ramaya Namaha’. 

A person who devotedly, with full conviction and faith, repeats any of these hymns 
which have equal potentials and powers’, is able to overcome the ill affects of his sins 
and misdeeds, and becomes holy and purified as if he represented these virtues unique to 
me. There is no doubt about it’ (9). 

Thus ends Canto 1 of Ram Rahasya Upanishad. 

[Note--'There is clear message here which should be interpreted in the correct 

perspective. Merely repeating the Mantra would be ineffective if there is no sincerity, and 

the sin is repeated again and again. In other words, the offender should be sincerely 

regretful of what he has done and make sincere efforts to atone for his sins, even undergo 

severe punishment as part of the process of repentance for his misdeeds, for willingness 

to suffer punishment is a sign of sincerity. This punishment is like doing Tapa or severe 

penance which has an element of ‘fire’ in it; this ‘fire’ of regret, of repentance and of 

grief at the unfortunate event that has tainted the otherwise immaculate purity of the ‘self? 
which is the pure conscious Atma or the soul representing divinity and holiness inherent 

in a man, acts as a cleansing agent and clears his conscious ‘self? of any scars associated 

with the sins and misdeeds that he might have committed in his ignorance, and for which 

he is really and honestly regretful and sorry. 

There is an old adage that to err is human, so it is not as bad to err as it is to repeat 

the error. Sincere regret would then inspire the man to find ways to clean his tarnished 

‘self’, and the Lord Ram's divine Mantra would act as a spiritual medicine for him, 

healing his spiritual wound and helping him recover from its ill affects. 

?This shows that it is not necessary to stick to any one school of spiritual philosophy 

to attain emancipation and salvation even as the same medicine might not be suitable for 

two different patients. Each individual has his unique problems and therefore what is 
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suitable to one individual may not be appropriate for another. The trick is to select what 
is most appealing to and proper for one's own self, which path is the most easy to follow, 
and which Mantra or hymns has a greater mental and emotional healing affect on an 
individual's psyche. Another point to note here is that the Lord emphasized that any 
hymn composed by a devotee has the same importance as the traditional sacred verses of 
the scriptures as long as these are sincere outpourings of the heart and done with utmost 
humility and devotion.] 


2 KK K K K K ok 
Chapter 3/Canto 2 


HAPE HAA SAAT WIS: | STAT AE AHI ERA ATA At Getta | 
FTA | dace wes RER TT | Waal Aq: Weel ASIST: SEHR: 111 1 


sanakadya munayo hanumantam papracchuh / 

afjaneya mahabala tarakabrahmano ramacandrasya 

mantragramam no bruhiti / 

hanūmānhovāca // vahnistham šayanam visnorardhacandravibhüsitam / 


ekaksaro manuh prokto mantrarajah suradrumah // 1 // 


wee dt 4 aeqa sf À YET NEC! sTsefbre | SUL WW A dnm È, MA 
ŠI Sah wb wr swewp amu eu ae m feu ti eque st 4 ae xo aot A sm gt ART 
sik STAR GUT R T WE WHR HA PAA WI ÈI (2)! 


1. Sage Sankadi and others asked Hanuman, *Oh the strong and valiant son of Anjani! 
Lord Ram is famous as Tarak and as Brahm (i.e. he is renowned as the one who provides 
līberation and deliverance to the soul of a creature, as well as is a manifestation of the 
supreme transcendental Brahm, the Supreme Being himself). We reguest you to preach 
his divine and holy Mantras for the benefit of all of us’. 

Hanuman replied, *The root or seed Mantra of Lord Ram consists of the Sanskrit 


consonant ‘Ra’ (T as in ‘run’) with the vowel sound ‘Aa’ attached to it (3IT / à A- as in 


‘round’) and a ‘dot’ on the top (5, known as the *Anusvara: 3f ["] = m-- to make the 
entire letter sound as ‘Ram / Raan(g) or Raam’). This monosyllable word ‘Ram’! is a 
holistic and mystical representation of the entire holiness, sublimity and divinity of Lord 
Ram. The monosyllable ‘Ram’ (= Y + 31T + G, known as the ‘Anusvara’, 3i ) is the Beej 
Mantra of Lord Ram; it is the seed from which all other divine Mantras of Lord Ram 
sprout and develop into full-fledged Mantras. 

It has the same mystical potentials and divine powers, the same importance, 
significance and value as the Kalpa tree is for the Gods. [This is the evergreen tree in 
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heaven which is considered as all wish-fulfilling. It gives the Gods whatever they desire 
from it. Similarly, the Mantra of Lord Ram also grants the devotees with everything they 
want.] 

[Note—'The one-letter Mantra of Lord Ram is thus ‘Ram’.] 


Fa Hf: RT SAI IIS Cac | Cae gg TATA Sp3 gest AT: 11 2 I 


brahma munih syadgayatram chando ramo'asya devatā / 
dirghardhenduyujangani kuryadvahnyatmano manoh // 2// 


zu 4 BT suem, Tat Se AR WA ta da did sm ae si a ait V fran 
a4 Eu er cep fara smite fats 4 feu du RI ie 


2. The Rishi' of this Mantra is Brahma, the creator, himself. [That is, the patron sage or 
seer who had first visualised it, and is therefore given reverence as the father of this 
Mantra, is Brahma, the creator of the entire creation, himself. So, what can be more 
sanctified and divine than this Mantra?] 

The Chanda of this Mantra is Gayatri. [A Chanda is a poetic style of composition 
in which the hymns of the Vedas were composed by Brahma. A Gayatri Chanda is 
considered as the best type of Chanda and it has three lines of eight letters each, totaling 
twenty four letters in all.] 

Lord Ram is the Devta of this Mantra. [The Devta is the patron deity to whom the 
particular hymn or Mantra is dedicated.] 

The basic alphabet ‘Ra’ of this Beej Mantra, or the seed or root Mantra of the 
Lord, is also the esoteric Beej Mantra for the *fire element'. In other words, the Mantra of 
Lord Ram has the magnificent and astounding power and potential of the *fire element? 
inherently built into it; it is as glorious and powerful, as effective and dynamic as the fire 
element. 

The long vowel sound represented by the second Sanskrit vowel ‘Aa’ (as in 
master) that is used as a suffix to this consonant ‘Ra’ implies the infinite and profound 
metaphysical and spiritual influence, importance and significance that this Mantra has in 
terms of its energy and potentials, which are multifarious times more than what the fire 
element would have had if left to own self. It has the multiplying effect of the fire 
element's powers. 

Meanwhile, the ‘dot’ on the top is like the crown jewel, giving the Mantra its 
divine authority, holiness and sanctity. The dot represents the undefined and compact 
atom-like beginning of creation from Brahm whose vivid manifestation Lord Ram is. It 
was from this ‘dot’ that the entire creation has ‘stretched out as a line to infinity’, and it is 
in this dot that this ‘line of creation’ would withdraw at the time of conclusion. 

The invocation of this mystical, all-powerful, holy and divine Mantra has the 
power to bestow upon the devotee all the benefits and blessings that he seeks; it fulfills 
all the desires, aspirations, ambitions, hopes and expectations that arise in the Mana 
(mind) of the seeker (1-2). 
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[Note—'The Rishi is the sage or seer who had first visualised a particular Mantra as a 
divine formula having stupendous spiritual and mystical powers and potentials. He tested 
it and verified its potentials and powers before prescribing it as a Mantra that could be 
used for doing Japa (repetition of some spiritual formula that can give the seeker the 
benefits that he seeks) or during formal sacrificial rituals. Thus, they rendered the 
otherwise mere neutral letter or group of letters into something divine and sublime, and 
infused it with supernatural powers, bestowing them with their renowned importance, 
significance and value. Therefore, the name of this particular sage or seer was invoked 
along with the invocation of the Mantra to honour his contribution as is the practice even 
in modern times when chemicals and formulae and various other scientific discoveries 
such as stars, comets, galaxies, distant black holes etc., or new concepts in physics, 
chemistry, mathematics, astronomy and other sciences are named after the scientist who 
first discovered them. 

The difference between a Rishi and a Muni is that the latter did not divulge their 
realisation but preferred to keep their spiritual discoveries to themselves as the word 
‘Muni’ is derived from the root Mana means the subtle mind and heart. On the other 
hand, the ‘Rishis’ used to preach and teach others about their astounding spiritual 
realisation and discoveries.] 


STEMS SI Faas | CAAA ASAT S IAT | | 3 11 
ward PATS AAAS | TS TRAST ATTA | 4 1 


bījasaktyādibījena istarthe viniyojayet / 
sarayütiramandaravedikapafikajasane // 3// 
$yamam virāsanāsīnam jhanamudropasobhitam / 


vamorunyastataddhastam sitalaksmanasamyutam // 4// 


WU] qz WARN ga ow xD act Wr AAS ch mu oe A STIS, SIND Gi 
WT, Ta Jet WMI We gu, CMG F FH BVI 


3-4. The Beej Mantra of the Lord (i.e. "Rām') has the same mystical dynamism, the 
astoundingly esoteric powers and the divine energy of infinite proportions that enable any 
seed to bring forth a new generation, including the cosmic seed or Brahm from which this 
entire creation has unfolded. 

An aspirant who wishes to receive the divine blessings of Lord Ram and 
consequentially attain liberation and deliverance of the soul, should visualise the divine 
and holy form of the Lord as follows—" There is a magnificent platform or dais under the 
Mandar tree (the coral tree) near the banks of the holy river Saryu (on the north of the 
city of Ayodhya). Upon it is a seat designed as a lotus flower [3]. 

On this holy seat is seated Lord Ram, whose complexion is dark, in a seating 
posture known as ‘Viraasan'’. His upper part of the body is held in a posture known as 
*Gyan Mudra”, while his left hand rests upon his left knee. Sita (his divine consort) and 
Laxman (his brother and comrade-in-arm) accompany him [4]. (3-4). 


280 


[Note—'The Viraasan is a seating posture in which the right leg is bent at the knees and 
tucked under the buttock, while the body is supported by the toes of this right leg which 
are pointed inwards for leverage. Meanwhile, the left leg is bent at a right angle at the 
knee with the sole of the foot placed flat on the ground. The body is thus balanced on the 
toes of the right leg and the flat sole of the left leg. 

"The Gyan Mudra is literally the posture adopted when a teacher preaches his 
disciples. It basically requires that the head is held in a straight alignment with the spine, 
the right hand is bent inwards at the elbow, with its palm open and facing outwards, the 
thumb touches the tip of the first finger to form a ring, and the rest of the three fingers 
stand erect, touching each other. The left hand is placed upon the left thigh so that the 
palms rest upon the knee joint.] 


TATA AMAA TERRI STET ERRAR drei AARTE |1 5 11 


aveksamanamatmanamatmanyamitatejasam / 


suddhasphatikasamkasam kevalam moksakanksaya // 5// 


sf derēt, ys Ufa std vate, ws want st da R OP, UE UT Gud 
BU, Wa at a seo H VW MA AT $39 GTG WT Wm ĪRU! d 


5. The Lord is immaculate, incorrupt, divine, holy, radiant and self-illuminated like pure 
crystal, glowing with a self-generated divine hue of immense intensity effusing from his 
body. The Lord is looking at me with a benevolent and benign smile'—an aspirant 
desirous of *Moksha', i.e. of liberation and deliverance of the soul, of emancipation and 
salvation, should meditate upon this view while doing Japa (repetition) of the holy and 
divine Mantra of the Lord described above for one lakh times. [1 lakh = 1,00,000.] (5). 


FTA Aa STU | SSAA ATS GTR: actisft 3 11 6 11 


cintayanparamātmānam bhānulaksam japenmanum / 


vahnirnārāyano nādyo jātharah kevalo'pi ca // 6// 


Wa TA m Hep m A Ud SUV TT, TJ, SIA, TST, Te Ud Wide Ue di KU 
T wa ĒRU! EI 


6. The devotee aspirant should meditate upon the divine name or Mantra of Lord Ram, 
i.e. the Mantra *Ram', as being a personification of the Parmatma, the supreme Atma or 
the cosmic Consciousness that is as glorious and splendorous as the celestial Sun. this 
divine Mantra is used for the purposes of doing Japa, or constant repetition of the holy 
name. 


281 


This Mantra of Lord Ram is also regarded as the Mantra of Lord Narayan 
(because Lord Ram is an incarnation of Lord Vishnu who is also known as Narayan, the 
Supreme Being), and it is as dynamic, powerful and potential as the living fire element. 
The sound of this Mantra is equivalent to the cosmic ‘Naad’ that is heard during 
meditation. [The ‘Naad’ is the background ethereal sound of the universe that 
reverberates throughout the creation, and whose vibrations are heard as the Mantra OM.] 

Success in reaching this exalted state of existence when the spiritual aspirant can 
hear the Naad is also equivalent to attaining the Kaivalya form of Moksha—i.e. the 
spiritual liberation that is only one of its kind. [This is because this Naad is heard only in 
the higher stages of Yoga, and it is attended with experiencing of immense bliss and 
ecstasy. This is brought about by the tingling of the sensory nerves that is caused by the 
messaging effect of the high-intensity vibrations of Naad that is heard when the 
practitioner of Yoga does Japa with the Mantra ‘OM’. Since the Mantra of Lord Ram is 
treated as being equivalent to OM, the same effect is created when the Lord’s devotee 
does Japa with it. The calming effect on the nerves gives at once an immense feeling of 
bliss, tranquility, ecstasy and joys. This experience is very unique and cannot be matched 
by any other thing in this world.] 

[Note: The Beej Mantra for Lord Ram is ‘Ram’ as stated in verse no. 1 herein 
above. In ordinary usage, it sound something like *Ram/Raam'. Hence, for all practical 
purposes, the single-lettered Beej Mantra *Ram' is deemed to be equivalent to the divine 
name of the Lord *Ram/Raam/Rama', or more popularly the word *Ram'. It consists of 
two letters: Ra + Ma.] (6) 


RH FARIS wegen: Urea CAE Wegen 7 11 
ARARAMGATRA SNI GEM: | aN AAT: AERAN: |1 8 11 


dvyaksaro mantrarajo'yam sarvābhīstapradastatah / 
ekaksaroktamrsyadi syadadyena sadangakam // 7// 
taramayaramanangavaksvabrjai$ca sadvidhah / 


tryaksaro mantrarajah syatsarvabhistaphalapradah // 8// 


TA We a ae mp Ha at aie at dt qe 81 een Ma P ae ow xf enfe 
etd we Ted oo ae as qd a», di, di, mcd, tomes 
as mai d fest dtu at om wx dr aati wae & yen waa P, SÀ 
Garters $1 1-2 Il 


7-8. *Rama/Ram (pronounced as ‘Raam’)—this Mantra consists of two Sanskrit letters 
‘Raa’ and 'Ma''. It is like a king or emperor amongst the Mantras, and has the potential 
to bless the aspirant and the spiritual seeker with the boon of fulfillment of all his wishes, 
desires and aspirations. This divine name of the Lord is the same as the one letter 
monosyllable Mantra ‘Ram’ described earlier, and has the same Rishi and Devta. 
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To use the name of the Lord, i.e. the word *Ram' as a Mantra, one should prefix it 
with the following six letters or monosyllables which represent the mystical and esoteric 
Beej Mantras (or the root or seed Mantras) of other glorious elements of creation. They 
act as jewels on the crown represented by this holy and divine Mantra, and render it with 
a multiplier effect. These six letters or monosyllables are the following—‘OM/om’, 
*Hrim', *Srīm”, ‘Klim’, ‘Aim’ and 'Rām”. 

Thus, when each of these monosyllables is added to the word ‘Ram’, the total 
number of letters becomes three (e.g. the monosyllable OM + Raa + Ma = 3 letters, 
making the complete Mantra as ‘OM Ram’). Since there are six monosyllable Mantras 
that can be used as a prefix to Ram, the total number of Mantras that can be formed are 
also six in number”. 

All these Mantras have the same divine potentials and mystical powers, but the 
use depends upon the system of worship adopted by the aspirant (7-8). 

[Note—'The two-letter Mantra of Lord Ram is thus *Ram / Rama / Raam’. (Raa + Ma) 

"These six are called seed or root, or the ‘Beej’ Mantras. They are monosyllables, and 
are much like the alphabets used in science and mathematical equations to denote other 
elements or factors. They encrypt great secret powers of creation in themselves, and must 
be pronounced and used properly even as the different alphabets standing for different 
atoms in organic chemistry must be properly placed at their designated places to make 
any sense out of them; otherwise the entire complex chemical compound represented by 
these single alphabets or a group of alphabets having a monosyllabic sound would be 
meaningless. Example of a single alphabet standing for an element is say for instance ‘O’ 
standing for Oxygen, ‘H’ standing for Hydrogen. Example of more than one letter 
standing for a single element is ‘Au’ for gold, ‘Hg’ for mercury, and ‘Ag’ for sliver. 
Since Au, Hg or Ag stand for a single metal, they are like the monosyllable Beej Mantras 
in metaphysics which might have more than one alphabet but nevertheless stand for only 
one single element. For instance, OM has four alphabets, viz. A, U, O and M, but the 
Mantra itself is regarded as a monosyllabic sound because it refers to only one divine 
entity Brahm. 

Even in algebra, we use alphabets to denote certain things, and then go on calculating 
on the basis of these hypothetical assumptions to arrive at conclusive results. This system 
is used in all spheres of science. Therefore we conclude that the use of these 'Beej' 
Mantras during occult practices and ritualistic forms of formal worship to invoke divine 
powers and seek results is like the time tested scientific method that is now applied in the 
sphere of metaphysics. 

The seed/root monosyllable Mantra OM stands for the attributeless and infinite 
transcendental supreme entity known as Brahm from which everything that has an 
existence has its origin. According to Canto 5, verse no. 16-17 of this Upanishad, OM is 
another name of Lord Ram because the Lord is a personification of Brahm. 

The seed/root monosyllable Mantra *Hrim" stands for the ‘Maya Shakti’ element of 
creation. This represents the cosmic energy and divine powers of creation that create 
delusions. It is therefore used to enable the worshipper to overcome the delusions and its 
attendant problems that cause numerous hurdles in the spiritual seeker's efforts to find 
liberation and deliverance as well as the ultimate Truth of creation which would give him 
peace of mind and soul. M 

The seed/root monosyllable Mantra ‘Srim’ stands for the divine qualities which are 
like valuable assets for the aspirant. The word *Sri” means all types of fortunes, wealth, 
prosperity, property, fame, splendour, magnificence, glory, well beings etc. Hence, this 
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Beej is for Goddess Laxmi or Ramaa, the divine consort of Lord Vishnu, as well as for 
Sita, the consort of Lord Ram, as she is an incarnation of Laxmi. 

The seed/root monosyllable Mantra ‘Klim’ stands for ‘Kaamdeo’ who is a 
manifestation of the cosmic force of Nature that creates natural desires, passions and 
yearnings. Hence, this Beej Mantra is regarded as the one for ‘Kaam’ or the natural 
tendency of a creature to have various desires, passions, yearnings, wishes, hopes and 
expectations. 

The seed/root monosyllable Mantra ‘Aim’ stands for the ‘Vaak Shakti’ or the power 
of speech and its patron Goddess Saraswati, the goddess of learning and wisdom. This is 
because the faculty of speech and acquisition and dispensing of knowledge and skills are 
intertegrated with each other. 

Finally, the seed/root monosyllable Mantra ‘Ram’ stands for Lord Ram as well as 
for the fire element. Hence, it has all the dynamic potentials of ‘fire’, and is as radiant, 
energetic and glorious as this element. It is also called the *Tarak Beej’ or ‘Tarak 
Mantra', i.e. the monosyllable mystical formula that can provide to the aspirant the 
passage by which he obtains final and ultimate liberation and deliverance from this world 
of delusions and falsehood, and ensures that his soul gets emancipation, salvation and 
final rest. 

These root or seed Beej Mantras are used as a prefix or suffix to the main Mantra to 
have a multiplier effect and enhance the powers of the Mantra. 

?The three lettered Mantras for Lord Ram, therefore, are the following— 

‘Om Ram (Om + Rā + my, ‘Hrim Ram (Hrim + Rā + m)”, 'Srīm Ram (Srim + 
Ra + m)”, 'Klīm Ram (Klīm + Ra + m)”, ‘Aim Ram (Aim + Ra + m)” and ‘Ram 
Ram (Ram + Ra + m)’.] 


Reais RARR: IATE lasses fraser: 119 11 


dvyaksarascandrabhadranto dvividhascaturaksarah / 


rsyadi pürvavajjfieyametayo$ca vicaksanaih // 9// 


Wh Te ae’ U TA SIA WX a sent WD Wed aA yo a aa «| m4 St Fat 
(Ts, Tyg) wm ot eft enfe yaa ÈI II 


9. There are two words that are used as a suffix to the divine name of the Lord which is 
also empowered as his Mantra, and these two words are—'Chandra'" and 'Bhadra”. 
Thus, now the Mantra *Ram' has two forms, each having four letters. These two 
Mantras are the following—‘Ram Candra / Raam Chandra’ (Raa + Ma + Chan + Dra = 4 
letters), and ‘Ram Bhadra / Raam Bhadra (Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra = 4 letters)". 
The Rishis and Devta of these two Mantras are also like the same ones as described 
earlier (9). 
[Note--'The Chandra means the moon; it is an epithet indicating that the entity honoured 
with this title is as beautiful, pleasing, spiritually soothing and enchanting as the celestial 
moon. The moon is said to be the celestial pitcher of the God's ambrosia which is an 
elixir that bestows eternity, happiness and bliss. Thus, by suffixing the Mantra of the 
Lord with this epithet it is vested with the special qualities that the Moon God possesses. 
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"The word Bhadra means a gentleman, a courteous and polite person, one who 
possesses all the noble and auspicious virtues that are expected in someone who is wise, 
scholarly and learned as well as well cultured and well versed in all the niceties of this 
world. A person who is exalted, learned, gentle, pious, virtuous, worthy, auspicious and 
majestic in all his demeanors and thought processes is honoured by this epithet. So this 
appendage to the glorious name of the Lord adds more shine and sheen to it as if it has 
been honoured by an additional title. It is not that the Mantra would be of any less value 
if these epithets were not affixed or suffixed to it—for it has been already emphasized 
that the very foundation of the name, i.e. the consonant ‘Ra’ is the seed/root Mantra for 
the fire element, and nothing in this entire creation is more effective, more potential and 
more powerful than the dynamism of the fire element. But it has been a convention of 
honouring great souls with additional titles or epithets just to show one's respect to them. 

?The four letter Mantras for Lord Ram are thus—Ram Chandra and Ram Bhadra.] 


Soest TH ardt east wp: | ferenfippefa: uro: VĒEPRERĪSTU qat |10 11 
Tag! ashe: yeasts Har A afa A: VIETĀ TĀ TA 1111 1 


sapratisthau ramau vayau hrtpaficarno manurmatah / 
vi$vamitrarsih proktah panīktischando'sya devata //10// 
ramabhadro bījašaktih prathamarnamiti kramat / 


bhrūmadhye hrdi nābhyūrvoh padayorvinyasenmanum // 11// 


T, HI, a, 3H: WE TAR Wr (TATU TT) $1 gu fever R, df wem, THX PSI, 
a’ weg $i Db mower am, weg, aly, HE ae, Ux d susp Vey UU GNU PI 
10—22 II 





10-11. The five lettered Mantra is the following—Raa + Maa + Ya + Na + Maha = 5 
letters, making the full Mantra as "Rāmāya Namah’*. 

The patron sage or seer of this Mantra, called its Rishi (the patron sage or seer 
who had first discovered it as a holy mystical formula) is Vishwamitra; the composition 
style of this Mantra, called its Chanda, is *Pankti" [10]; the patron deity to whom it is 
dedicated is obviously Ram Bhadra (the exalted, learned, gentle, pious, virtuous, worthy, 
auspicious and majestic Lord known as *Ram"); and its divine and stupendous powers, 
potentials, strength and vitality is represented by the fire element encrypted in its Beej 
Mantra ‘Ram’. [In other words, the powers and potent of this Mantra is equivalent to that 
possessed by the fire element; it is as glorious, as radiant and as splendorous as the fire 
element. | 

This divine, esoteric, sublime, mystical and spiritually empowered ethereal 
Mantra is invoked and trust pledged in its astounding supernatural potentials and powers 
by reposing it on various important locations of the body and its vital parts, such as the 
centre of the top of the head or skull (Brahm-randhra), the center of the eyebrows, the 
heart, the navel, and both the thighs of the two legs”. (10-11). 
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[Note— The Pankti Chanda is a style of poetic composition having five lines or stanzas, 
each having eight letters, bringing the total to forty letters. Here the emphasis is on 
symmetry, because the word *Pankti” also means symmetry, or a symmetrical line. In 
other words, all the five letters or syllables of this Mantra—Raamaaye Namahe—have 
equal metaphysical and spiritual value; none is more or less important or potential or 
powerful than the other. 

"This process is called Anga-Nyas. The word ‘Anga’ means the body and its various 
parts, and *Nayas' means to invoke, deposit, repose, trust, pledge, entrust, to keep a thing 
in mind, etc. This is a ritualistic process in which certain parts of the body are touched 
and certain Mantras are said. ‘Anga-Nyas’ also means the purification of the individual 
parts of the body and the installation of the individual letter of the Mantra, complete with 
its full potentials, at those points. 

The locations on the body where Anga-Nyas is done has great metaphysical 
significance. According to verse no. 43 below, these locations are the following—Brahm- 
randhra (which is the hair-like slit on the top of the skull), the forehead, the central point 
of the eyebrows (where the symbolic third eye of wisdom is said to be located), the upper 
palate, the two earlobes, the heart, the navel and the two thighs — 10 sites. 

Verse no. 23 of this Canto 2 specifies the points of the body where Anga-Nyas is to 
be done. They are Brahm-randhra, the center of the eyebrows, the heart, the navel, the 
knees, and the feet. 

The human body is a microcosm of the cosmos, because according to the genesis of 
creation the Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic, all-encompassing and all-inclusive 
manifestation of the supreme transcendental Brahm, had metamorphosed in the shape of 
the human body, and therefore this body is a manifestation of the entire creation 
including all its Gods and all its astounding potentials. (Refer Aiteriya Upanishad of Rig 
Veda tradition, Canto 1, sections 1-3; Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda 
tradition, Canto 1, Brahman 2, verse no. 7; Canto 1, Brahman 4, verse no. 7, 11-13.$ 

The creation has been visualised as having three divisions which form the so-called 
three worlds—viz. the heavens represented by the head of the human body where the 
Brahm-randhra, forehead and the eyebrows are located; the terrestrial world or the earth 
symbolised by the heart and the navel; and the nether world by the legs and the two 
thighs. It must be noted that the two earlobes stand for the two extreme directions of the 
cosmic globe. So, when the aspirant does Anga Nyas with any Mantra on these specific 
points, he symbolically purifies these points on his body and empowers them with the 
mystical and ethereal powers of the powerful forces of Nature which these Mantras 
embody as mystical formulas encrypting astounding energy and forces of creation. This 
is a perception which implies that the ethereal and mystical powers and potentials of the 
Mantras representing the stupendous forces of Nature that control creation, right form its 
conception to its development, growth, expansion, sustenance and conclusion, are 
invoked and established throughout the breadth and length of this visible creation 
manifested in the body of the aspirant. In other words, the aspirant hopes that he would 
be empowered with all the glorious virtues and auspicious powers and stupendous 
potentials and majestic authority vested in the Viraat Purush at the cosmic level. 


*The five-letter Mantra of Lord Ram is ‘Ramaya Namah / Raamaaye Namaha’] 


"Weg Waser aM AAA | Ae we HTM) Verear 11 12 11 
CIETA WTA: POA TAHA | STATUS PATS TTT TA | | 13 11 
FAITH LAT APTOS | MAH SRTOSGHSTSD GOTH 11 14 || 
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GR sme ATT | usi cen Tae q aera STŪRA 1115 1 | 


sadangam pürvavadvidyanmantrarnairmanunastrakam / 
madhye vanam kalpatarormūle puspalatāsane // 12// 
laksmanena pragunitamaksnah konena sāyakam / 
aveksamanam janakya krtavyajanami$varam // 13// 
jatabharalasacchirsam $yamam muniganavrtam / 
laksmanena dhrtacchatramathava puspakopari // 14// 
dašāasyamathanam šāntam sasugrivavibhisanam / 


evam labdhvā jayarthi tu varnalaksam japenmanum // 15// 


qa FAR À RTA atl TA GA di WU] mew qup tl su- dH VSTOT WD STU Či 
GT St safe XP MTA aT SS ce K Či STU St Uum wu T RR R SU 
varo snp ga sin fenffuur at oe feat Te wx sea yer 4 fam wx VIA 
a ais ei fēsma at RID mni TO ST WE I Gud EU 4 OS Ta Her RT | 
IR 3—2 II 


12-15. The aspirant devotee should invoke the blessings of Lord Ram with the aforesaid 
Mantras and their especially empowered letters. He should meditate upon the divine and 
glorious vision of Lord Ram as follows—There is a Kalpa tree (the evergreen all wish- 
fulfilling tree of the Gods) in the center of the Nandan Van (the heavenly garden). 
Underneath it is a seat made of flowering creepers. [12]. 

Laxman, Lord Ram's younger brother, is glancing at the Lord's glorious bow 
from the oblique angle of his eyes. Janki (Sita, his divine consort) is waving the hand 
held fan for the Lord. [13]. 

There is a crown of matted hairs on the Lord's head; his complexion is dark, and 
he is surrounded by sages and seers. Laxman is standing beside him holding the 
ceremonial umbrella which is adorned by flowers of all kinds. [14]. 

The Lord, who is the slayer of the demon Ravana, is seated calmly. He is attended 
to by his two companions, Sugriv (the monkey king of Kishkindha) and Vibhishan (the 
demon king of Lanka). 

A person who desires victory over any hurdle in this world should meditate upon 
this glorious and magnificent view of the Lord, and repeat his divine ethereal Mantras for 
one lakh times. [1 lakh = 1,00,000.] [15]. (12-15). 


VESRTHSTRP SITGTRHTSRTSITETT: TAAVAT: | TSA: Wiener: xeTedqei THAIS: 11 1611 


svakama$aktivaglaksmistavadyah paficavarnakah / 
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sadaksarah sadvidhah syaccaturvargaphalapradah // 16// 


TATU dus mud wes T Got a t St oz dH abd fex oum wp oou Kā 
STE HAF & VER AI St sa Bg We SUP STEP mn AA WERT ZI IRS II 


16. When the Mantra ‘Ramaya Namah’ is prefixed by any of the following five 
mystically empowered Beej Mantras (or seed Mantras) of the primary forces of Nature, it 
becomes a six-lettered Mantra, and of five types’. These five Beej Mantras are (i) ‘Ram’ 
for Lord Ram, (ii) "Klīm” for Kaam Shakti (the power of desires), (iii) ‘Hrim’ (Maya- 
Shakti or energy and dynamism of delusions), (iv) ‘Aim’ (for Vaak or faculty of speech), 
and (v) ‘Srim’ (for Laxmi or prosperity and well being). 

This cluster of divinely charged and eclectic ethereal Mantras can bestow the aspirant 
with the four legendary rewards of Artha (financial well being and prosperity), Kaam 
(fulfillment of all wishes), Dharma (auspiciousness, righteousness, probity and 
propriety), and Moksha (liberation and deliverance; emancipation and salvation) (16). 

[Note—'The cluster of six Mantras of six letters or syllables each is the following— 

(1) Ram Ramaya Namah (Ram + Ra + ma + ya + Na + mah - 6). 

(2) Klim Ramaya Namah (Klim + Ra + ma + ya + Na + mah - 6). 

(3) Hrim Ramaya Namah (Hrim + Ra + ma + ya + Na + mah - 6). 

(4) Aim Ramaya Namah (Aim + Ra + mā + ya + Na + mah = 6). 

(5) $rim Ramaya Namah (Srim + Rā + mā + ya + Na + mah =6).] 


TATA ay | MeSH AIMS ANS: KASH 1 1 17 11 


pafica$anmatrkamantravarnapratyekapürvakam / 


laksmivanmanmathadisca tārādih syadanekadha // 17// 


Go Agari 4 att, ff, U, wet, a> sae d fest ot up m RD: GeO OI M 
"E USN HA AH VEN WOW ZI IRVII 


17. When each of the fifty Beej Mantras for the fifty Matrikas', such as the Beej Mantras 
of Laxmi (prosperity; welfare—which is ‘Srim’), Vaak (speech—which is ‘Aim’), 
Manmath or Kaam (natural desires—which is ‘Klim’), the Supreme Being and 
transcendental Consciousness (represented by Om) etc. are added to the five letters of the 
Mantra for Lord Ram, viz. ‘Ramaya Namah / Raamaaya Namaha’, we get a six-letter 
Mantra. 
[For instance, if we use the first Beej Mantra ‘Srim’, we get the following 
Mantra—‘Srim Ramaya Namah (Srim + Rā + mā + ya + Na + mah - 6). 
Since there are fifty Matrikas, each having a Beej Mantra, we will have a total of 
fifty such Mantras.] (17). 
[Note—'The Beejnighantu text (Beej = seed Mantra; Nighantu = dictionary) written by 
Bharirava lists 50 such Beej Mantras and describes what they stand for. Another text 
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known as Beej-vidhaan has 75 lines in the poetical style called the Anushtup Chanda 
describing the Beej Mantras like Hrim, Strim, Aim, Krim etc. representing different 
deities such as Aindri, Vaamekshana, Saraswati, Kali etc. respectively. Similarly, the 
Ekakchar-kosha of Purshottamadeva lists the Beej Mantras of various Gods and 
Goddesses, such as *A” for Vasudeo, *Aa” for Pitaamaha (Brahma the creator of the 
visible world), ‘Pa’ for the Wind God called Pawan, ‘Saa’ for Laxmi the goddess of 
wealth as well as for Shiva the third God of the Trinity. Another text called Mantraartha- 
bidhan by Varadaatantra also lists the Beej Mantra such as ‘Haum’ for Shiva, ‘Dum’ for 
Goddess Durga, ‘Krim’ for Goddess Kalikaa, ‘Hrim’ for Goddess Bhuvaneshwari, 
‘Klim’ for Kaamdeo-cupid, the patron god of love and passion, ‘Gam’ for Ganesh, 
*Kshraum' for Narshingh, the half-lion and half-man incarnation of Vishnu, etc. 
According to Maatrikaanighantu by Mahidasa, the Beej Mantras and even the word 
Mantras of certain chief deities are as follows—‘A’ stands for Shrikantha (Shiva, the one 
with a blue-tinged throat), ‘Keshava’ for Krishna, ‘Vaata’ for the Wind God of Pawan, 
‘Ka’ for Maya, ‘Ma’ stands both for Vaikuntha, the abode for Lord Vishnu who is the 
second of the Trinity Gods and is responsible for sustenance of creation, as well as for 
Mahaakaal, one of the names of Shiva, ‘Ya’ stands for Yamuna etc. 

The Maatrikaa of a Mantra are the various Sanskrit letters or alphabets that 
collectively form the text of the Mantra. The word Maatrikaa literally means *a little 
mother. Since the Mantra represents the cosmic divinity known as the supreme 
transcendental Brahm in its numerous manifestations known as various Gods, the letters 
are called the Maatrikaas because they empower this Mantra with the stupendous 
mystical powers that this Mantra possesses much like Brahm employing his cosmic 
dynamic energy to enable him to initiate and then sustain and develop this creation, and 
even bring about its conclusion. 

Brahm initiated this creation with the help of his cosmic dynamic powers and energy 
represented and encrypted in the Beej Mantra. But as it happened, the unfolded creation 
had numerous Gods and Goddesses. These Gods actually symbolise the various aspects 
of Brahm's cosmic powers and authority, and the Goddesses represent their 
empowerment and strength to give effect to their mandate. This is a classic case of 
delegation of authority. 

References Krishna Yajur Veda = Brahm Vidya Upanishad, verse no. 62-63; 
Yogtattva Upanishad, verse nos. 21-22. 

The 6 letter Mantra that is in addition to the ones mentioned in the previous verse no. 


16 is: Om Ramaya Namah (Om + Ra + mā + ya + Na + mah = 6).] 


PATA TSI Ag: | AGA: up Ua RITI ANE: |1 18 11 


Srīmāyāmanmathaikaikam bijadyantargato manuh / 


caturvarnah sa eva syatsadvarno vafichitapradah // 18// 


di, mar as gi, wads got snfe 4 ae tt ate ane ard Ñ wem xb H MA ag OT 
THWZ Wad R WE IM AM STOT (AGRA) HA 6 Set mer enum «| (Ras ST 
enfe) we wa arty fuz wp ZI ec 
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18. When the Beej Mantra for Laxmi, which is ‘Stim’, for Maya (i.e. delusions—which is 
‘Hrim’), for Kaam or Manmath (i.e. desires—which is ‘Klim’), and similarly the other 
Beej Mantras are added as a prefix as well as a suffix to the four letter Mantra for Lord 
Ram, viz. ‘Ram Bhadra’ and ‘Ram Chandra’ (as given earlier in verse no. 9 above), we 
have two sets of six-letter Mantras, one with ‘Ram Bhadra’ and the other with ‘Ram 
Chandra’ in the center’. 

These Mantras are divinely empowered to bless the aspirant devotee with all that 
he desires. They are all wish-fulfilling (18). 

[Note—'The two sets of Mantra would be as follows— 
(A) (i) Srim Ram Bhadra Srim (Srim + Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra + Srim = 6 


letters). 

(ii) Hrim Ram Bhadra Hrim (Hrim + Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra + Hrim = 6 
letters). 

(iii) Klīm Ram Bhadra Klim (Klīm + Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra + Klim = 6 
letters). 


(iv) Aim Ram Bhadra Aim (Aim + Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra + Aim = 6 letters). 

(v) Ram Ram Bhadra Ram (Ram + Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra + Ram = 6 
letters). 

(vi) Om Ram Bhadra Om (Om + Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra + Om = 6 letters). 


(B) (i) $rim Ram Candra* Srim (Srim + Raa + Ma + Ca + Ndra + Srim = 6 
letters). [*Candra' is ordinarily pronounced in common English as ‘Chandra’. ] 

(ii) Hrim Ram Candra Hrim (Hrim + Raa + Ma + Ca + Ndra + Hrim = 6 
letters). 

(iii) Klīm Ram Candra Klīm (Klim + Raa + Ma + Ca + Ndra + Klīm = 6 
letters). 

(iv) Aim Ram Candra Aim (Aim + Raa + Ma + Ca + Ndra + Aim = 6 letters). 

(v) Ram Ram Candra Ram (Ram + Raa + Ma + Ca + Ndra + Ram = 6 
letters). 

(vi) Om Ram Candra Om (Om + Raa + Ma + Ca + Ndra + Om = 6 letters). ] 


CSR SHS TAH aT mpm | STB dega: Wei Sa: 11 19 11 


svahanto humphadanto va natyanto va bhavedayam / 


astavimSatyuttarasatabhedah sadvarna iritah // 19// 
fadt f att wer 4 sme ATA TH sat À cae’, UID HA HD E Um! VM EU 
WS AT H UH ob sees Ue X sd ZI RS 


19. If any of the six letter Mantras of Lord Ram (as described in this Upanishad)! is 
suffixed by the words ‘Swaha (ordinarily pronounced as ‘Swaha’)’, or ‘Namah’, or ‘Hum 
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Phat’, then the total number of these six letter Mantras become one hundred and twenty 
eight. (19). 

[For instance, if we use the Beej Mantra ‘OM’, we have the following Matras: (1) 
‘Om Rāmāya Svaha; (ii) Om Ramaya Namah, and (iii) Om Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

Om Rāmāya Svāhā (Om + Ra + mā + ya + Sva + ha = 6); 

Om Rāmāya Namah (Om + Rā + mā + ya + Na + mah = 6), 

Om Rāmāya Hum Phat (Om + Rā + mā + ya + Hum + Phat = 6) 


All other Beej Mantras cited herein above in this Upanishad can be similarly used 
in place of “OM” to construct the different 6-letter Mantras pertaining to Lord Ram. 

These Beej Mantras are: Ram; Klim; Hrim; Aim; and Srim. To each of them is 
added 'Ramaya Svaha’, ‘Ramaya Namah’, and 'Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

The group of Mantras of 6 letters each pertaining to Lord Ram with different 
Beejs as described in this verse would therefore be as follows:-- 

‘Ram Ramaya Svaha’, ‘Ram Ramaya Namah’, and ‘Ram Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

‘Klim Ramaya Svaha’, 'Klīm Ramaya Namah’, and ‘Klim Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

‘Hrim Ramaya Svaha’, ‘Hrim Ramaya Namah’, and ‘Hrim Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

‘Aim Ramaya Svaha’, ‘Aim Ramaya Namah’, and ‘Aim Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

‘Srim Ramaya Svaha’, ‘Srim Ramaya Namah’, and ‘Srim Rāmāya Hum Phat’. 


In addition to these Beej Mantras, we have other Mantras as well, such as 
‘Bhadra’ and ‘Chandra’. Using the basic Beej Mantra for Lord Ram, which is *Ram", we 
derive some of the Mantras as follows:-- 

Ram Bhadra Svaha; Ram Bhadra Namah; Ram Bhadra Hum Phat. 

Or: Ram Candra Svaha; Ram Candra Namah; Ram Candra Hum Phat. ] 


Fan Gale: VISTA a sw | onerat Ra: Wit HAAS AHA | | 2011 


brahma sammohanah Saktirdaksinamurtireva ca / 


agastyasca Sivah proktā munayo'nukramadime // 20// 


sem, Water wx, eff sree, fora z4 Wed 4 HAT: AAS) de! 


20. The Rishis of these Mantras (i.e. the patron sages or seers who had first used them in 

their spiritual practices) are Brahma, Sammohan Shakti! (personification of the magical 

powers to hypnotize and create an illusion of reality; the delusion creating powers of the 

creator), Dakshinmurti (the south-facing Lord Shiva), sage Agastya, and Lord Shiva (20). 
[Note— Refer verse no. 88 of this Canto 2.] 


sA rds cu sfr wer | em Haseena BAA: 1121 11 


chando gayatrasamjfiam ca šrīrāmašcaiva devatā / 
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athava kāmabījādervisvāmitro munirmanoh // 21// 


oe m, sump tag $a agar get femme sme d Sil a web om (se TATU OWN: 
enfe x) fewer xf dius 


21. The Chanda, i.e. the style in which these Mantras have been conceptualized and 
propagated, is called Gayatri. [This composition style has three-lined verses having eight 
letters in each, bringing the total number of letters to twenty four. The implied meaning 
here is that these Mantras have the same metaphysical and spiritual value as the hymns of 
the Vedas composed in this particular style.] 

The patron deity of these Mantras is Lord Ram. 

If the Beej Mantra for Kaam (desires) is added to the six letter Mantras (instead of 
the suffixes used in verse no. 19), then the resultant Mantra would have sage 
Vishwamitra as its patron Rishi. [In other words, the six-letter Mantra of Lord Ram with 
the suffix of ‘Klim’, which is the Beej Mantra for Kaam, was first conceptualized and 
practiced by sage Vishwamitra.] (21). 


sA Wegen WAAGISTA CAT | SST) SATS EAT e TERI | | 22 11 


chando devyādigāyatrī rāmabhadro'sya devatā / 
bījašaktī yathāpūrvam sadvarņānvinyasetkramāt // 22// 


safe må we P, AMA tam P, dist an wf Waa €i EU IPR VSR HA WT Us 
Uh Aa À ISSA AT OI UWI 


22. The Chanda of this Mantra (described in verse no. 21) is Gayatri in its primary form. 
Its patron deity is again Lord Ram. [This is obvious because all the Mantras in this 
Upanishad are dedicated to Lord Ram and no one else. ] 

Its Beej and Shakti (the root and the dynamic powers and energy) of this 
particular Mantra is the same as for those of other six letter Mantras with suffixes. 

All the six letter Mantras (as described in verse nos. 16-18) are used to do ‘Anga- 
Nyas’. [The process and concept of ‘Anga-Nyas’ has been described in verse nos. 10-11 
above in this Canto 2.] (22). 


AR spere SMA Weal: | Sst: Vedat Aaa Weg || 23 11 


brahmarandhre bhruvormadhye hrnnabhyurusu padayoh / 


bijaih saddirghayuktairva mantrarnaiva sadangakam // 23// 
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SERI, TE, xeu, qf, Wo, x mq & ST Hora m wap aub d di sm oum 
TH TIAA oT yea m) Store st ame) SF veges cm 81 did 


23. The six cardinal points of the body which are considered as important as far as 
mystical form of worship using Mantras are concerned are the Brahm-randhra (the top of 
the skull), Bhru-madhya (the central point of the two eyebrows), the heart, the navel, the 
knees and the legs (below the knees). 

* Anga-Nyas' is done by these Mantras on these six points. That is, these parts are 
touched by the fingers and the Mantras are said so as to invoke their mystical powers and 
make the body purified, holy and empowered. The Mantras and their patron deity, i.e. 
Lord Ram in this case, are made to take their seat on the body so as to sanctify it and 
make is a de-facto shrine of the Lord. 

Another alternative is to do Anga-Nyas by taking the Beej Mantra of Lord Ram, 
which is *Ram', and adding it as a prefix to the six letter Mantras of the Lord (as 
described in verse no. 16-18 above). 

[The final shape of the 6 Mantras for doing Anga Nyas would be as follows: 

(i) Ram Ram Brahm-randhraya Namah; (ii) Ram Ra Bhru-Madhyaya Namah; (iii) 
Ram Ma Hridayaya Namah; (iv) Ram Ya Naabhi-yam Namah; (v) Ram Na Janu-bhyam 
Namah; (vi) Ram Maha Pad-Bhyam Namah. ] (23). 


PIATRA AAT si AAA GATT Seis SAA | 
"dra Webi Teen fag wed wast Hagafefataaacsssac¢»ngs Ast 1124 11 


kalambhodharakantikantamanisam virasanadhyasitam 
mudrām jhanamayim dadhanamaparam hastambujam januni / 
sitam parsvagatam saroruhakaram vidyunnibham raghavam 


pasyantam mukutangadadivividhakalpojjvalangam bhaje // 24// 


TAA oot Ka at aid ae, Aca ga, wn U SS, SAGT UMI, J UX WW HAS 
TĀ, am anfe fates srogur gad MS sf wafer ad gu agi ae , 
A dio sf sm we aa À ue fed, faa sa wast qe mp p cet ort eat fags 
Te 1A SW FW HT EI IRVII 


24. The aspirant devotee should meditate as follows—‘I am worshipping Lord Ram who 
looks eternally enchanting and magnificent with his radiant dark-blue complexion that 
resemble the hue of the dark rain-bearing clouds. The Lord is seated in the sitting posture 
which combines two Aasans (meditative sitting postures) known as Viraasan and Gyan 
Mudra (described in verse no. 3-4). The palm of his left hand rests on his left knee. 

The Lord looks most glorious and adorable with numerous beautiful ornaments 
such as armbands and crown etc. decorating his divine body. It is radiant with a divine 
halo which effuses from and spreads all around him. 
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Sita, his divine consort, is seated near him. She holds a lotus in her hands, is as 
radiant and dynamic in appearance as electric, and is being lovingly looked at by the 
Lord. 

I offer my reverential worship and pay my obeisance to the Lord." (24). 


ĀRA SI arg fem | AAI AAI: MARTAN: | 1 25 11 


Sriramascandrabhadranto nento natiyuto dvidha / 


saptaksaro mantrarājah sarvakamaphalapradah // 25// 


TARTU WS UAVS uh Te WU: SIA Ū aa sant WD ya a yo uer et e sib at 
PATA FT qum ÈI 241 


25. When the two letter word ‘Namah (‘Namaha’; Na + mah)—which stands for showing 
the greatest of honour and reverence for the deity by bowing before it and literally 
indicates that the devotee is surrendering before the deity with the greatest of humility 
and submission—is added as a suffix to the two five-letter Mantras ‘Ram Candraya' and 
‘Ram Bhadraya’ (ordinarily pronounced as ‘Ram Chandraaya’ and ‘Ram Bhadraaya’)', 
the resultant two seven-letter Mantras become ‘Ram Candraya Namah’ (or ‘Ram 
Chandraaya Namaha’), and ‘Ram Bhadraya Namah’ (‘Ram Bhadraaya Namaha’)’. 
These two seven-letter Mantras of Lord Ram are the fulfillers of all the wishes and 
desires of the devotee (25). 
[Note—'The five lettered Mantras are as follows—(1) Ram Candraya = Ra + ma + Ca 
+ ndra + ya =5 letters. (2) Ram Bhadraya = Ra + ma + Bha + dra + ya = 5 letters. 
"Hence, the final seven lettered Mantras are as follows— 
(1) Ram Candraya Namah = Ra + ma + Ca + ndra + ya + Na + mah=7 
letters. 
(2) Ram Bhadraya Namah = Ra + ma + Bha + dra + ya + Na + mah=7 
letters. | 


anifeated: asta RANSA Ad: | ak Wasted: AEA eade 11 26 || 


taradisahitah so'pi dvividho'staksaro matah / 


taram ramascaturthyatah krodastram vahnitalpaga // 26// 


afe soto yd 8 GTA Sa dr we CT sree 43 a Od Zi 32 Wa E UI UII 
"e WP sere TA a (z smi è ata: UR H ea STAT)! 1134 11 


26. If the ethereal universal monosyllable Mantra ‘OM’ (representing the supreme 
transcendental Brahm or Pranav) is added as a prefix to these twin seven-letter Mantras 
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(mentioned in verse no. 25), they become eight lettered Mantras. [That is, they become— 
(1) ‘Om Ram Candraya Namah’, and (2) ‘Om Ram Bhadraya Namah.]' 

Another eight lettered Mantra is ‘Om Rāmāya Hum Phat Swāhā'”". This Mantra 
uses the Beej Mantra of the fire element as a suffix, and the word ‘Swaha’ is a universal 
Mantra pronounced when anything is offered to the sacred fire (26). 

[Note—'The two eight-lettered Mantras of Lord Ram are the following— 
(i) Om Ram Candraya Namah (*OM Ram Chandraaya Namaha”): Om + Ra + ma 
+ Ca + ndrā + ya + Na + mah - 8 letters. 
(ii) Om Ram Bhadraya Namah (*OM Ram Bhadraaya Namaha"): Om + Rā + ma 
+ Bha + drā + ya + Na + mah - 8 letters. 
?The third eight-lettered Mantras of Lord Ram is the following— 
Om Ramaya Hum Phat Swaha (“OM Raamaaya Hum Phat Swaha”): Om + Ra + mā 
+ ya + Hum + Phat + Swā + ha = 8 letters.] 





SOSA WI AeA EMS: ITS | FRAT TA US SÍ: XH: 11 27 11 
TI Se GRU CAT TA Ua | IR Zem g cup Sse ea WRIT: 11 28 LI 


astarno'yam paro mantro rsyadih syatsadarnavat / 
punarastaksarasyatha rama eva rsih smrtah // 27// 
gayatram chanda ityasya devata rama eva ca / 

taram $ribijayugmam ca bījašaktyādayo matah // 28// 


TERK A HAM mua xbox afe $i zu sm 4 TA cu, Wat wc, wa dadī, 
ao wer wem sf oft wet $1 ewe 


27-28. The first two eight-lettered Mantras (as mentioned in verse no. 26; note no. 1) 
have the same patron sage or seer called the Rishi, the same composition style called the 
Chanda, and the same patron deity called the Mantra's Devta as the other six-letter 
Mantras (mentioned in verse nos. 16-18). 

The third eight-lettered Mantra (as mentioned in verse no. 26; note no. 2) has 
Lord Ram as its Rishi [27], Gayatri as the composition style called the Chanda, Lord 
Ram as the patron deity called the Devta, OM as its Beej (basis, foundation, origin), and 
Sri as its Shakti (dynamic energy) [28]. (27-28). 


"Eg a wd: putem FSA | aK sss cup IATA TA SAT 2911 


sadangam ca tatah kuryanmantrarnaireva buddhimān / 


taram Sribijayugmam ca rāmāya nama uccaret // 29// 
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SHE A Ha Xp Wegen cem afew (8+ eae ou; A AR A ce, wa 
fread quz, 4H: HATA, At nup ate, a> SEMU Ge HET afew) 1139 


29. A wise aspirant should do ‘Shandaga-Nyas’ on six cardinal points of the body by 
devoutly pronouncing the divinely empowered Mantras. 

[These Mantras are the following: (i) Om Hridaya Namah; (ii) Stim Sira Se Swaha; 
(iii) Ramaya Sivaye Vasat; (iv) Namah Kavacayahum; (v) Sri Netrabhyam Vausat; and 
(vi) Om Asyaya Phat ] (29). 

[Note—The importance and the process of doing Anga Nyas have been described earlier 

in this Canto. ] 


Tea Sst TET STAT quer dra 1 STANTS TRAVIS TTS: 1130 11 


glaummom bijam vadenmayam hrdramaya punasca tam / 


Sivomaramamantro'yam vasvarnastu vasupradah // 30// 


Tat 3 di TW. Wa TOY We Fae HA fra SUD WW ae D gad P, UE Ud Ya Ud 
ÈI Ilo 


30. The next Mantra is of nine letters, and it is *Glaum Om Hrim Namah Ramaya Glaum'. 
This Mantra includes the root or seed Mantra encrypting the divine energy of Lords 
Ram and Shiva as well as Uma, the divine consort of Shiva and regarded as the great 
cosmic Mother. This Mantra is especially empowered to bestow wealth and prosperity to 
the devotee who uses it for his ritualistic worship (30). 
[Note--'*Glaum Om Hrim Namah Rāmāya Glaum’: ‘Glaum + Om + Hrīm + Na + 
mah + Ra + mā + ya + Glaum' = 9 letters.] 


R: yaka: dior Tat Se Ser RITE Gadi uvis: 11 31 11 


rsih sadāšivah prokto gayatram chanda ucyate / 
Sivomaramacandro'tra devatā parikīrtitah // 31// 


sah xf darīta, mp wem, fra sup Wem cae P |82 11 


31. The patron Rishi of this Mantra is Sada-Shiva (the eternal, truthful Lord Shiva); its 
composition style, called its Chanda, is Gayatri; its patron deities are Lord Shiva (the 
third of the Trinity Gods; the concluder of creation), Uma (the divine consort of Shiva, 
and the cosmic Mother), and Lord Ram himself (31). 
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SSA ARIST ARISTA xr PA STMT seri MA | 
egea euam 1132 11 


dirghaya mayayangani tarapaficarnayuktaya / 
ramam trinetram somārdhadhāriņam sūlinam param / 


bhasmoddhūlitasarvāīgam kapardinamupasmahe // 32// 


Sad a» d Rīga, db d m anr m: we d m A suem «| Hd um, AA, 
START, Aei, gas UH uw T MATA Pera Ht SOSA FRAT SI 132 1! 


32. The monosyllables ‘Glaum and Om” in the Mantra (Glaum Om Hrim Namah Ramaya 
Glaum) stands for the worship of Lord Sada-Shiva (the eternal, truthful Lord Shiva who is 
a personified form of Consciousness); the monosyllable ‘Hrim’ stands for the cosmic 
Maya Shakti or the dynamic powers and energy of the Supreme Being manifested as 
goddess Uma (or Parvati, the divine female aspect of Sada Shiva; the cosmic Mother); 
and ‘Namah Ramaya' is indicative of Lord Ram before whom the devotee has submitted 
himself, before whom he bows, and to whom he pays his greatest of obeisance, reverence 
and homage. 

While using this Mantra for worship purpose, the aspirant devotee should 
meditate as follows—‘I worship and contemplate upon Lord Ram in the form of Lord 
Sada-Shiva who has three eyes, and hence called ‘Tri-Netra’ (two conventional eyes and 
one eye of wisdom located in the middle-point of the eyebrows), who wears a crescent 
moon on his forehead, and hence called ‘Ardha Chandra Dhaari’, who holds a trident in 
his hands, and hence called ‘Trishul Dhaari’, and who has his entire body smeared with 
ash of the sacrificial fire (32). 


Terr dei rerardferenr TMS MTA ATA AAT AL 33 11 


ramabhiramam saundaryasimam somavatamsikam / 


pāšānkušadhanurbāņadharām dhyayettrilocanam // 33// 


wes Gat, ded dtu, ae R, maaga ur, fers act ar A 
SH ATT E 1133 1 


33. Lord Ram in his divine form as Lord Sada-Shiva is most charming and bewitching in 
appearance. In fact, he epitomizes the ultimate dimension of magnificence, glory, 
majesty, beauty and charms. He wears the crescent moon on his forehead, has the sacred 
ash of the fire sacrifice smeared on his divine body, holds a majestic snare or loop, a goad 
or a trident or a spear, a bow and an arrow in his (four) hands, and has three eyes. I 
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meditate upon this divine form of the Lord with the greatest of humility and reverence.’ 
(33). 
[Note—It is important to note here that the great philosophy of ‘non-duality’ or 
* Advaitya' is being invoked here to establish oneness between Lords Ram, Shiva and 
Vishnu in this verse. The fact is that only Lord Vishnu has four hands and holds the 
weapons as mentioned here, and Lord Shiva is well known to have the moon on his 
forehead, ash smeared on his body, and sport three eyes. The devotee meditates on the 
cosmic form of Lord Ram here, as he visualizes Lord Ram as being Vishnu and Shiva at 
once.] 


eae ital SIT Rae: | fere: wet: GŪTĀ: TESST 11 34 11 


dhyayannevam varnalaksam japatarpanatatparah / 


bilvapatraih phalaih puspaistilajyaih pankajairhunet // 34// 


ZU Ne SUD Gud CU NA H WT Gp GET H SS T SUD A, (NM) TT Wu, 
Rean, wo, HAS, qu, fro, Ù A wer (MET) HET afew 3x 


34. Meditating in this way, the aspirant should repeat the letters or syllables of the Mantra 
(1.e. do Japa) for one hundred thousand times. Then one should offer oblations of water in 
a ritual called *Tarpan', followed by a ritualistic fire sacrifice using fruits of the Vilva 
tree (wood apple tree), flowers of the lotus plant, sesame seeds, clarified butter (Ghee), 
etc. (34). 


ANA frena: gas KET: | GRAY TATA: | | 35 11 
RIGA fasta: i AA VIAA | AG fatraria ATR 1136 11 


svayamayanti nidhayah siddhayasca surepsitah / 
punarastaksarasyatha brahmagayatra raghavah // 35// 
rsyadayastu vijfieyah srībījam mama saktikam / 


tatprityai viniyoga$ca mantrārņairangakalpanā // 36// 


zu A ant faf ok fate ore erf @ fere tom aed ea ŠIM: RUP MA GU GIU 
TA 4 gar xf, mi se sin ws cam gi ft dist 8, "nr alee «| sf rien 
HA wr fata da $a Wer m STR] GTG Het afew 1134—34 | 


35-36. By doing so, all types of divine and auspicious achievements as well as mystical 
powers and energy that are much sought after by even the Gods are easily available to the 
aspirant. 
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The next eight-letter divine Mantra of Lord Ram is «Šrīrāmah Saranam Mama'!. 
[The Mantra means ‘I seek refuge and take shelter in the divine and august feet of Lord 
Ram'.] 

The patron Rishi (sage or seer who had first visualised it and given it the status of a 
divine mystical formula) of this Mantra is Brahma the creator; its composition style 
called Chanda is Gayatri; its patron deity known as the Devta is Raghav (another name of 
Lord Ram because he manifested himself as an incarnation in the race of Raghu kings of 
Ayodhya); its Beej (seed or root) Mantra is ‘Srl’ (literally meaning all the auspicious 
qualities and eclectic virtues that anyone can ever hope to possess, such as having 
majesty, renown, dignity, glory, honour, authority, fame and splendour that exist in this 
creation); and its Shakti (i.e. its dynamic energy, powerful force, empowerment and 
divine authority) is represented by the word ‘Mama’ (literally meaning *me', and 
pronounced as in come). 

This Mantra is invoked to please Lord Ram (as it involves complete surrender of the 
devotee at the holy divine feet of the Lord). 

The process of ‘Vinigyog’, i.e. invoking the blessings of Lord Ram and reposing 
utmost faith in him, should be done by this Mantra (35-36). 

[Note—'‘Sriramah Saranam Mama’: This Mantra has the following eight letters—' Sri 

+ rā + mah + $a + ra + ņam + Ma + ma’ = 8 letters.] 


Auega er TH VISTA GP LA GTI A VISIT | 
STUIESHISNd AE ETA evi ger Gad WA eb YUTHen 37 11 


keyürangadakankanairmanigatairvidyotamanam sada 
ramam parvanacandrakotisadrsacchatrena vai rajitam / 
hemastambhasahasrasodašayute madhye mahamandape 


devešam bharatadibhih parivrtam ramam bhaje $yamalam // 37// 


PR, age, HET 4 age amp À vara atest Wt az qeu wa U Mh, ioc 
We Ti waged Wemeu Ù ae anfe d fu, vat sfr mp H ws aT ZI 
[BGI 


37. The aspirant devotee should meditate and contemplate upon the divine vision of Lord 
Ram as follows—'I worship and meditate upon Lord Ram whose complexion is glowing 
with the light that emanates from the wonderful ornaments worn by him. These 
ornaments, such as a Karnphool (ear ring), Angad (a bracelet worn on the upper arm) and 
Kankan (a bracelet or ornamental thread worn on the wrists), are studded with priceless 
gems. 

He has a ceremonial umbrella, which is as magnificent and glorious as millions of 
full moons in its beauty and splendour, over his head. 

He is seated in a majestic pavilion having sixteen thousand golden pillars. He is 
surrounded or attended to by his ardent followers and attendants such as his own brothers 
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Bharat amongst others. And he looks most charming, wonderful and majestic in his dark- 
complexioned body’ (37). 


fe Wade charade fa; faeciufaarmfenel: HANS amat: | 
Uh: Gale waar! ARAR: Sim: Mot MATA Mad AAISTABTAN: 1138 11 


kim mantrairbahubhirvina$varaphalairayasasadhyairvrtha 
kimcillobhavitanamatraviphalaih samsaraduhkhavahaih / 

ekah sannapi sarvamantraphalado lobhadidosojjhitah 

Sriramah saraņam mameti satatam mantro'yamastaksarah // 38// 


Amire of ano, tan ara, af CDI mW YG A ae, Wu w Gal d VU, qud 
TA À Fa OT? WS web HT PO 24 Ter, wy ale cy a fans Us aren Uu 
ZĪRTA SU AA at vata 432! 


38. This eight-lettered Mantra ‘Sriramah Saranam Mama (Sri Raamaha Sharnam Mama)’ 
is complete and all sufficient in every respect. It can bestow all the benefits that one can 
ever hope to get by any kind of divine intervention of any God by using any Mantra 
dedicated to any of the Gods. 

This single Mantra has the divine power and glorious potentials to bless the 
devotee with all the imaginable boons that he can ever hope to have. It gives eternal and 
everlasting rewards (i.e. the boons that this Mantra grants the aspirant devotee are of a 
permanent nature) in the form of permanently eliminating all his worldly faults, such as 
his having greed, yearnings and rapacity for perishable things of the material and 
impermanent world (instead of having spiritual leanings and having divine expectations 
such as the wish for obtaining emancipation and salvation). 

What is the use of invoking other Mantras (of any other deity) which require a lot 
of efforts to be successful, which give rewards or fruits that are not permanent, and which 
entail a lot of worldly hardships and unnecessary toil, when the same, rather better and 
more permanent rewards, can be had by invoking this single Mantra of Lord Ram (38). 


ABT: GH AT Gath: | TAA Wed Seed ALAA: 11 39 1 


evamastaksarah samyak saptadha parikirtitah / 


ramasaptaksaro mantra adyante tarasamyutah // 39// 


"e sen ft dst da Fa eR HI: TU Wu xm ae aa Ñ 32 VI WX 
TARR HA IA Sa Pg Veta ter ÉD saat At qe a ssl 
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39. This eight letter Mantra (‘Sriramah Saranam Mama’ as narrated in verse nos. 35-36 
herein above) can have other variations if the other Beej Mantras are added as a prefix to 
it. Then, the total number of such eight letter Mantras become seven. 

[The other six Beej (seed or root) Mantras are— Om; Ram; Klim; Hrim; Aim; and 

Srim—see verse no. 8.] 
Further, if these Beej Mantras are added to the above eight letter Mantra 
(‘Sriramah Saranam Mama’), it becomes a nine letter Mantra devoted to Lord Ram’. 
If the ethereal universal Mantra OM standing for the supreme transcendental 
Being (Brahm) is added as a prefix and a suffix to the basic Mantra ‘Ramah Saranam 
Mama’, then the resultant Mantra becomes a nine-lettered Mantra as follows—‘Om 
Ramah Saranam Mama". [The brief meaning of this universal Mantra of submission to 
the Lord is—‘OM salutations! I seek and take refuse in the holy august feet of Lord Ram 
who is none other but the supreme Brahm himself.’ 
It is invoked in the same way as the eight-lettered Mantra, and its ‘Anga-Nyas’ is also 
done in the same manner as is done for all other divine Mantras (39). 
[Note—'The seven forms of the eight letter Mantras are the following— 

(1) $rt Ramah Saranam Mama; (2) ‘Om Ramah Saranam Mama”; (3) ‘Ram 
Ramah Saranam Mama”; (4) ‘Klim Ramah Saranam Mama”; (5) ‘Hrim Ramah 
Saranam Mama’; (6) ‘Aim Ramah Saranam Mama’; and (7) ‘Srim Ramah Saranam 
Mama’. 


?The nine letter Mantras would be as follows: 

(i) Om Sriramah Saranam Mama; (ii) Ram $rirámah Saranam Mama; (iii) 
Klim Sriramah Saranam Mama; (iv) Hrim Sriramah Saranam Mama; (v) Aim 
Sriramah Saranam Mama; and (vi) Srim Sriramah Saranam Mama. 


`The nine letter Mantra with OM as a prefix and suffix is the following— 
‘Om Ramah Saranam Mama Om’ (Om + Ra + mah + Sa + ra + nam + Ma + 
ma + Om = 9 letters).] 


FAM HARTS: ITG VESTA | STP Sat ATG | | 40 1 | 


navarno mantrarājah syacchesam sadvarnavannyaset / 


janakivallabham nentam vahnerjayahumadikam // 40// 


"E AI Fast mahio $i WS ser A saat wt =e 21 SA aeoug 
Tae EH! We XU seat HT p mahimo ÈI voll 


40. The nine-lettered Mantra (as described in verse no. 39) is called ‘Mantra Raaj’ or the 
king amongst the Mantras of Lord Ram. It gives the aspirant all that he desires, besides 
bestowing upon him greatness and majesty. 
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The ten-letter Mantra of Lord Ram is ‘Janaki Vallabhaya Svaha Hum'!. [This Mantra 
means ‘I offer my oblations to the dear Lord of Janki (Sita) who is as powerful as the fire 
element and its personification.’] (40). 

[Note— The ten letters of this Mantra are the following— Jā + na + Ki + Va + lla + 

bhā + ya + Svā + ha + Hum = 10 letters.] 


TASA AA: AAAS HAMS: | FERRARI PBS PAHS 11 41 11 
SASS esq Wa: Tarawa: | set sisi faa: VI: HAAS ft HA || 42 11 


dašāksaro'yam mantrah syatsarvabhistaphalapradah / 
dašāksarasya mantrasya vasistho'sya rsirvirāt // 41// 
chando'sya devatā ramah sitapaniparigrahah / 


ādyo bijam dvithah šaktih kamenangakriya mata // 42// 


ZW C HA 4 gr xu, fore wem, Wu taal, sat Wess sn carer wha 2, 
PAAS FA À gam] mum femp sa ZI ie II 


41-42. This ten letter divine Mantra of Lord Ram (described in verse no. 40) is a 
bestower of all auspiciousness to the worshipper, and is a fulfiller of all his wishes, 
desires and aspirations. 

The patron Rishi (sage or seer) of this ten lettered Mantra is Vashistha [41]; its 
style of composition, called a Chanda, is Viraat'; its patron deity is Lord Ram himself; its 
Beej (seed or root) Mantra upon which it is based or which forms its foundation is ‘Janaki 
Vallabhaya’; and its Shakti, or its intrinsic mystical powers, dynamic energy and divine 
potentials which render this Mantra with its divine glory, authority and powers, is 
‘Swaha’ (because this word is pronounced when offerings are made to the sacrificial fire, 
and therefore the use of this word with the Mantra implies that the stupendous powers of 
the Fire God are being invoked by the aspirant). 

Its *Anga-Nyas', i.e. its invocation and installation on the various parts of the 
body of the worshipper, is done by employing the Beej Mantra (i.e. the seed/root 
monosyllable word) for Kaam (meaning fulfillment of desires and wishes), which is 
‘Klim’. [That is, this Mantra has the mystical powers to fulfill all the wishes of the 
aspirant devotee. With ‘Klim’, the Mantra becomes—‘Klim Janaki Vallabhaya Svaha'.] 
[42]. (41-42). 

[Note— The Viraat Chanda is one in which the verse has four lines, each having ten 
letters, bringing the number of letters to forty. 

This is another version of the ten letter Mantra— Klim Janaki Vallabhaya Svaha: 

Klīm + Jā + na + ki + Va + lla + bha + ya + Svā + hā = 10 letters.] 


ĀTI repost werfa | ASE Sea: 1143 11 
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Sirolalatabhrümadhye talukarnesu hrdyapi / 


nāmbhūrujānupādesu dasarnanvinyasenmanoh // 43// 





TA domu sent a mur Rro gag recat Wed Gb 
X) me ENT RI gag 


43. Each of the ten letters of this Mantra are used to do ‘Anga-Nyas’, or the purification 
of the individual parts of the body and the installation of the individual letter of the 
Mantra, complete with its full potentials, at those points. 

The ten points of the body where this Anga-Nyas is done are the following—the 
head, the forehead, the middle of the eyebrows, the palate in the mouth, the two ears, the 
heart, the navel, and the two knees (i.e. upon the two legs) (43). 

[Note— The Anga-Nyas with the ten letter Mantra prefixed by the Kaam Beej ‘Klim’ as 

described in verse no. 42 is done as follows—(1) The letter ‘Klim’ on the head = first 

place; (2) The letter ‘Ja’ on the forehead = second place; (3) The letter ‘Na’ on the center 

of the eyebrows = third place; (4) The letter ‘k?’ on the palate = fourth place; (5) The 

letter ‘Va’ on one ear = fifth place; (6) The letter ‘Lla’ on the other ear = sixth place; (7) 

The letter ‘bha’ on the heart = seventh place; (8) The letter ‘Ya’ on the navel = eighth 

place; (9) The letter ‘Sva’ on one knee = ninth place; and (10) The letter ‘ha’ on the 

other knee = tenth place.] 


SAAT Xena SaaS | ARTRĪTA aeons 11 44 11 


ayodhyanagare ratnacitre sauvarnamandape / 
mandarapuspairabaddhavitane toranaficite // 44// 


adag d arp ved X gad yate v, geb mew sib d MUST aoe Uu È, 
AUT ZR BST PI YI 


44. The aspirant devotee should meditate and contemplate upon the divine vision of Lord 
Ram as follows—‘In the divine city of Ayodhya there is a golden pavilion studded with 
uncountable precious gems. In it, a special platform has been decked up with the flowers 
of the Mandaar tree (the coral tree), and it has a magnificently carved ornate gate which 
is decorated with beautiful buntings, hangings and festoons of various kinds (44). 


frere Sa Gora Vera | veitfiréR ffe oram: BA: 11 45 11 


simhasane samasinam puspakopari raghavam / 
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raksobhirharibhirdevairdivyayanagataih Subhaih // 45// 


qs: è feng x cmm Gr and 71 fem foot wr aa d3 qd 
JAT mu T Či UHI 


45. Lord Ram is seated on a throne made of (i.e. decorated with) flowers. 
Sitting in celestial chariots or magnificent aerial vehicles, the divine attendants of 
Lord Vishnu as well as other Gods and holy Spirits are in attendance (45). 


Sean ANT: was Reta Stargate eiie | 46 11 


samstüyamanam munibhih prahvai$ca parisevitam / 


sītālankrtavāmāngam laksmanenopasevitam //46// 


"frs, SUED urb m ure dat Ho dew C, am RD VT sf X aoea e, GT wil 
Ta FL R ËI IS II 


46. All of them are praising the Lord by singing or chanting his glories by way of sacred 
hymns. 

Great sages, accompanied by the Lord’s ardent devotees such as Prahalad as well 
as other followers and attendants, are busy serving the Lord. 

To the left of the Lord is Sita (his divine consort). His younger brother Laxman is 
too engaged in serving the Lord along with Sita and others (46). 


Ward AG Taya, | aS SAA ATAR: |1 47 11 


$yamam prasannavadanam sarvābharaņabhūşitam / 


dhyayannevam japenmantram varnalaksamananyadhih // 47// 


TATA auf, wgenp cn uff ASE A faufug $i zu New sr fm up fup «m 
PA EU HA UD WGK 20 VIS AAMT HET ÈT II 


47. Lord Ram is dark complexioned with a cheerful face, and is adorned with all possible 
ornaments and decorations befitting his exalted stature’. 

Holding this glorious and divine vision of the Lord in sight, the aspirant devotee 
should concentrate his mind exclusively upon the magnificent, holy and divine vision of 
the Lord, and eliminate all sorts of other visions that might be cluttering his imaginative 
mind. Depending upon the number of letters in the Mantra used to worship the Lord, the 
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aspirant devotee should repeat that Mantra for one lakh times (i.e. for 1,00,000 times) 
(47). 


T Sat ASA: vum «mrs AA: vum fate RT: 11 48 11 
BG CAM br Wal NIBH: | WF q KAT AA 49 1 | 


rāmam nentam dhanuspānaye'ntah syādvahnisundarī / 
da$aksaro'yam mantrah syānmunirbrahmā virat smrtah // 48// 
chandastu devata prokto ramo raksasamardanah / 

sesam tu pürvavatkuryaccapabanadharam smaret // 49// 


THT TOTS et WE Xu seat m Wer tl san ES sum, flue, wen A ATA 
UA tam ŠI TER WU wq UN zu ate 6, cum anfe qdaq dbi IMC—811 


48-49. The next ten-lettered Mantra of Lord Ram is the following—'Ramaya 
Dhanuspanayé Svaha’ / Raamaaya Dhanushpaanaye Swaha''. [This Mantra briefly 
means ‘I offer my oblations to Lord Ram who holds a bow in his hand."] 

The patron Rishi (sage or seer) of this Mantra is Brahma, the creator of the world 
[48]; its composition style, called the Chanda, is Viraat^; and its patron deity is Lord Ram 
who is the slayer of demons (representing all the evil, sinful, corrupt, pervert and 
negative forces of creation). 

This Mantra is invoked and used for meditation purposes when Lord Ram is to be 
worshipped in his divine form holding a bow and an arrow. [The *Anga-Nyas' with it is 
done in the same way as for other Mantras of ten letters as mentioned in verse nos. 40- 
43.) [49]. (48-49). 

[Note—'The ten letters of the Mantra ‘Ramaya Dhanuspāņayē Swāhā” are the 

following—Ra + ma + ya + Dha + nu + spa + ņa + ye + Sva + ha’ = 10 letters. 

The word ‘Dhanush’ means a bow; hence this Mantra honours the Lord who holds a bow 

to eliminate the evil ones and the enemies of his devotees. 

"The Viraat Chanda is one in which the verse has four lines each having ten letters, 

bringing the number of letters to 40.] 


TRAM FARA TSAI: | MTT ARTS: VASSAL AF: 11 50 11 


taramayaramanangavaksvabijaisca sadvidhah / 


dasarno mantrarajah syadrudravarnatmako manuh // 50// 


met amet Ast ee at at a oma e wa Su A a», db di wo, U, d d d 
ais Ut up ae HA OT STD | SA WHE Te OT 6 YER eT «1 
IIo II 
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50. This ten-letter Mantra becomes an eleven-lettered one when it is prefixed with any 
one of the Beej Mantras such as Om, Hrim, Srim, Klim, Aim, Ram (as described earlier in 
verse no. 8). These Mantras are called ‘Mantra Raaj’ or the king amongst the Mantras 
because they have immense spiritual powers and divine potentials. 

Hence, with these six Beej Mantras added to the ten-lettered Mantra (described in 
verse nos. 48-49 herein above), the resultant eleven-lettered Mantras are of six types! 
(50). 

[Note—'The six eleven-lettered Mantras are the following— 

(1) Om Rāmāya Dhanuspanaye Svaha' are the following— Om + Ra + ma + 
ya + Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Sva + ha’ = 11 letters. 

(2) *Hrim Ramaya Dhanuspanaye Svaha' are the following— Hrīm + Ra + ma 
+ ya + Dha + nu + spa + ņa + ye + Sva + ha’ = 11 letters. 

(3) *Šrīm Rāmāya Dhanuspanayé Svaha’ are the following— Srim + Rā + mā 
+ ya + Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Svā + ha’ = 11 letters. 

(4) ‘Klim Ramaya Dhanuspanaye Svaha' are the following— Klim + Ra + ma 
+ ya + Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Sva + ha’ = 11 letters. 

(5) ‘Aim Rāmāya Dhanuspanaye Svāhā” are the following— Aim +Rā + ma + 
ya + Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Sva + ha’ = 11 letters. 

(6) ‘Ram Ramaya Dhanuspanaye Svaha’ are the following— Ram + Ra + ma 
+ ya + Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Sva + ha’ = 11 letters.] 


We vanaga AA Fa: | BIERTRRAU SÍRTH Safe |1 51 11 
SIT! SR zepe ARTA Cad Ad: | Wrat setae: seti MHS cw PAFA || 52 11 
Fas fere Pre "qeteraretq | AT ATRI SAT AAT SAY || 53 11 


sesam sadarnavajjfieyam nyasadhyanadikam budhaih / 
dvādašāksaramantrasya srīrāma rsirucyate // 51// 
jagati chanda ityuktam $riramo devata matah / 

pranavo bijamityuktah klim SaktirhrIm ca kīlakam // 52// 
mantrenangani vinyasya Sistam pürvavadacaret / 


taram mayam samuccarya bharatagraja ityapi // 53// 


RTA 3ik A db saat cff wes Sat at S0 (1) 3% A MTS TH Ge SAT (2)— 32 
TAT TIO TTD As --- 22 sant HT ZIGSTBR TA C1 zum SRI Xf 4, se we 
8, XR a E, Gur (3%) de $, got waa, edm gi Hes $1 ma À AES Gm, 
Jm ya ÈI 114—4311 
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51. It should be understood that the process of doing Anga-Nyas (invoking these above 
Mantras and reposing them on specific parts of the body) and Dhyan (meditation and 
contemplation using these Mantras) are done in the same way as is normally done for six 
letter Mantras (as described in verse nos. 16-18). 

The next set of Mantras are twelve-letter ones. They are (i) ‘Om Hrim 
Bharatagraja Rama Klīm Svaha’; and (ii) ‘Om Hrim Ramaya Dhanuspanayé Svāhā''. 

The patron Rishi (sage or seer) of these Mantras is Lord Ram himself (i.e. it was 
envisioned by the Lord himself and infused with supernatural divine powers in order to 
honour his younger brother and ardent devotee Bharat) (51). 

[[Om Hrīm Bharatāgraja Rāma Klīm Svāhā = Om + Hrīm + Bha + ra + tā + gra 
+ ja + Ra + ma + Klīm + Svā + hà = 12 letters. 

Om Hrīm Rāmāya Dhanuspanaye Svaha' = Om + Hrīm + Ra + mā + ya + Dha + 
nu + spa + ņa + ye + Svā + ha’ = 12 letters. 

The meaning of these two Mantra are as follows: (1) *I offer my oblations to Lord 
Ram who is the revered elder brother of Bharat'. An offering is to be made to the sacred 
fire with this Mantra with this Mantra with the last word ‘Swaha’. (i) ‘I offer my 
oblations to Lord Ram who holds a bow in his hand'. An offering is to be made to the 
sacred fire with this Mantra with the last word *Swāhā'.| 


52. The style of composition of this Mantra, called the Mantra's Chanda, is Jagati”. Its 
patron deity or Devta (to whom this Mantra is dedicated) is Lord Ram. 

The Beej Mantra (i.e. the seed or root monosyllable Mantra) for Pranav (OM) is used 
as the primary Beej Mantra (i.e. as a prefix) for this Mantra for Lord Ram (because the 
Lord is none else but the supreme Brahm himself). 

The Shakti of the Mantra (i.e. the word which represents its empowerment, its 
dynamic powers and potentials) as well as its "Kilak” (i.e. the mystical post or peg to 
which a Mantra used in occult forms of worship is hitched or pegged to, or which helps it 
to derive its mystical powers) is the monosyllable word *Klim" (52). 


53. This Mantra is used for doing the ritual of Anga-Nyas (described in verse nos. 10-11) 
and Viniyog' is done in the same manner as for six letter Mantras. 

The Mantra with which Anga-Nyas and Viniyog are done has the Tarak Mantra 
‘OM’ along with the Beej Mantra for Maya (which is ‘Hrim’) and the word 
‘Bharataagraj’ (meaning ‘the elder brother of Bharat’) for Lord Ram incorporated in it 
(53). [51-53] 

[The Jagati Chanda is a verse of four lines with twelve letters in each line, 
bringing the total number of letters to forty eight. 

*Viniyog is the process by which a particular Mantra is invoked during a formal 
form of worship in a ritualistic manner so that desired results are obtained by 
invoking the blessing of the patron deity or God to whom this Mantra is dedicated. 
The word *Viniyog' literally means a humble and prayerful invocation of the patron 
God and establishing a union between the individual aspirant and this Divinity, 
thereby investing the aspirant or his body with the stupendous powers, the 
dynamism, the energy and the potentials of the relevant God, and enabling the 
worshipper to obtain success in his endeavours and attain his desired objective.] 
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Tr eff afgemari Ad SEMA: | a SETA UNS Sd 11 54 1 
sta fafereirs Tu ATA LB T Ga ATR HST || 55 1 


ramam klīm vahnijayantam mantroyam dvadasaksarah / 
om hrdbhagavate rāmacandrabhadrau ca neyutau // 54// 
arkarno dvividho'pyasya rsidhyānādipūrvavat / 


chandastu jagati caiva mantrarnairangakalpana // 55// 


‘3% TH Tad WA MATU WD (32 FAT Wad TATU” We SÉ ot gegen Wer Pa HF 
ak aM wh Wad | oe sud] ÈI ep m aot À STESTST Het RTI Ilu 


54. The next set of two twelve-letter Mantras of Lord Ram is the following—(i) ‘Om 
Namo Bhagawate Rama Candraya’; and (ii) ‘Om Namē Bhagawate Rama Bhadraya'!. 

[The meaning of these two Mantras are the following:- (1) ‘OM salutations! I most 
reverentially bow before Lord Ram who is as magnificent and divine as the Moon’; and 
(ii) ‘OM salutations! I most reverentially bow before Lord Ram who is a thorough 
gentleman’.] (54). 


55. These two twelve-lettered Mantras have their Rishis (the sages or seers who had first 
devised them and put them into practice) etc. the same as the first twelve-lettered Mantra. 
[All the three twelve-lettered Mantras of Lord Ram have been described in verse no. 54.] 
Their Chanda (composition style) is also Jagati, and Anga-Nyas and Viniyog etc. 
with all these three twelve-lettered Mantras are done in the same manner (55). [54-55] 
[Note— The twelve letters of these two Mantras are the following— 
(i) Om Namo Bhagawate Rama Candraya': Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + wa 
+ tē + Ra + ma + Ca + ndrā + ya = 12 letters. 
(ii) ‘Om Namo Bhagawate Rama Bhadraya': Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + 
wa + tē + Ra + ma + Bha + dra + ya’ = 12 letters. | 


ARTA Te Aaa GENT d: RA | ASS Secum WAS WISI: 11 56 11 
FAM EM yianda: | VEGA Sur «amu ta || 57 11 


Srirameti padam coktvā jayarama tatah param / 
jayadvayam vadetprājno rāmeti manurajakah // 56// 
trayodasārņa rsyadi pürvavatsarvakamadah / 


padadvayadviravrtterangam dhyanam dasarnavat // 57// 
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SR Fa UT wa wa WU We xg auf ar ushílsu Ma 21 am sme Wad ÈI TA 
4 & Vet HD ATA RTU fear SAT $0 SÀ STER S A ÈI yg —4 


56. The next Mantra has thirteen letters. It is ‘Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Ràma'!. 
[This Mantra means—‘Hail Lord Ram; Glory be to him; Cheers for Lord Ram'.] 
This Mantra is like the king of all Mantras, and is used by wise ones (56). 


57. This thirteen letter Mantra is a fulfiller of all the wishes, desires and aspirations of a 
wise aspirant devotee. The process of meditating upon the Lord using this Mantra is the 
same as described previously. 

The method of doing Anga-Nyas (purification of the body; invoking the powers 
of the Mantra and reposing them on the specific points of the body) and Dhyan (doing 
meditation and contemplation) with this Mantra is the same way as the method employed 
for ten-lettered Mantra (as described in verse nos. 40-43) (57). [56-57] 

[Note—'The thirteen letters of this Mantra ‘Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Rama’ are 
the following—Sri + RA + ma + Ja + ya + Rā + ma + Ja + Ya + Ja + Ya + Rā + 
ma = 13 letters.] 


mkaa: HIS U agda: | aes Wagn ure |1 58 11 


taradisahitah so'pi sa caturdaSavarnakah / 


trayodasarnamuccarya pascādrāmeti yojayet // 58// 


zd Hd wer 32 GI R dies Se «T Wer a 61 fe AE Be ToT Wed Gee 
sre È "A Sst TED di ey Set aT We3 Gb SUD G0 WE Cup db umm m fou segs 
é ši IkCII 


58. When the ethereal universal Mantra for Pranav (the supreme Brahm), i.e. the Mantra 
*OM', is added as a prefix to the above Mantra (as described in verse no. 56), it becomes 
a fourteen-lettered Mantra. 

This Mantra is now ‘Om Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Ràma'!. [The meaning 
modifies a bit to mean ‘OM salutations! Hail Lord Ram; Glory be to him; Cheers for 
Lord Ram’. It also means this—'Glory be to Lord Ram who is a manifestation of the 
supreme Brahm represented by the word OM; Glory be to him; Cheers for Lord Ram as a 
manifestation of OM'.] 

If the thirteen-lettered Mantra (as described in verse no. 56) is suffixed with the 
two-lettered word ‘Ram’ (Raa + Ma) at the end of it, the resultant Mantra would have 
fifteen letters. This Mantra would then become ‘Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Rama 
Rama" (58). 

[Note—'The fourteen letters of the Mantra ‘Om Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya 
Rama’ are as follows—OM + the 13 letters of the Mantra as described in verse no. 56 
above = 14 letters. 
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?The fifteen letters of the Mantra ‘Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Rama Rama’ 
are the following—the 13 letters of the earlier Mantra as described in verse no. 56 above 
t Ra + ma = 15 letters.] 


U d TAMMY TI PAER: AAA RITU WAR SAGA 59 11 
AT sperare: NEMAR sha: | Tareas sedi Cad FF: 11601 
xi ote where a it gidiem! paagid: wats SAHA! 6111 


sa vai paficadasarnastu japatām kalpabhüruhah / 
namasca sitapataye ramayeti hanadvayam // 59// 
tatastu kavacastrantah sodasaksara īritah / 
tasyagastyarsiSchando brhati devatā ca sah // 60// 
ram bījam šaktirastram ca kilakam humitiritam / 


dvipaficatricaturvarnaih sarvairahgam nyasetkramat // 61// 


qa: Olas TATA Vd Cd E Fe’ WE t6 GTRHI Wy HA Hel TAT GO SU 4 KĀ sre, 
ged wc, W tam, x dy, ez Ufa dup d Hes €i du dan auf ae oW 
4 Wel Ū TA HoT feug aa: wears AA: Maga fs Se cum TE augi 
vd Xd PAM! Ed Eg ATT BA E HS ATT ME |982 I 


59. The above Mantras (as described in verse no. 58) are like the legendary all wish- 
fulfilling tree of Gods, called the Kalpa tree. [That is, these Mantras fulfill all the wishes 
that the devotee of Lord Ram might have.] 

The next Mantra has sixteen letters. It is ‘Namah Sitapataye Ramaya Hana Hana 
Hum Phat''. [This Mantra briefly means—I bow to Lord Ram who is the Lord of Sita. 
Let the Lord protect me from all sides like an impregnable shield.] (59). 

[Note— The sixteen letters of this Mantra ‘Namah Sitapataye Ramaya Hana Hana 
Hum Phat' are the following—Na + mah + Si + tā + pa + ta + ye + Ra + mā + ya + Ha 
+ na + Ha + na + Hum + Phat = 16 Ietters.] 


60-61. This Mantra is used as a shield that gives mystical protection to the worshipper of 
the Lord who uses this Mantra. 

The patron Rishi of this Mantra (1.e. the sage or seer who had first conceptualized 
this Mantra and put it into practice) is Agastya; its style of composition, called the 
Chanda, is Brihati!; its patron deity, called the Devta, is Lord Ram himself [60]; its Beej 
Mantra (i.e. the seed or root) is ‘Ram (pronounced as: Raan/g)’; its Shakti (or its dynamic 
powers) is encrypted in the Beej Mantra ‘Phat’; and its Kilak (i.e. the Beej Mantra which 
helps the main Mantra to retain its stupendous powers and energy to give protection to 
the worshipper) is ‘Hum (pronounced as: Hoon/g or Hoom)’. 
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The ritual process of doing Anga-Nyas all over the worshipper's body? with this 
sixteen-lettered Mantra is the same as that employed for doing Anga-Nyas for Mantras 
with two letters (verse no. 7), with five letters (verse no.10), with three letters (verse no. 
8), and with four letters (verse no. 9). [61]. (60-61). 

[Note—'The Brihati Chanda is a style of composition in which the verse has four lines. 
The first, second and fourth lines have eight letters, while the third line has twelve letters. 
Thus the total number of letters is 8 + 8 + 12 + 8 = 36 letters in all. 

?Thus, the Mantras invoked for the purpose of Anga-Nyas are the following—(1) for 
doing Anga Nyas on the head, the Mantra is ‘Namah’; (2) for doing Anga Nyas on the 
forehead/central point of the eyebrows, the Mantra is ‘Sitapatayé’; (3) for doing Anga 
Nyas on the heart, the Mantra is ‘Ramaya’; (4) for doing Anga Nyas on the navel, the 
Mantra is *Hana Hana”; (5) for doing Anga Nyas on the one of the legs/thighs, the 
Mantra is ‘Hum’; and (6) for doing Anga Nyas on the other leg/thigh, the Mantra is 
‘Phat’. 

There is another version of doing Anga Nyas. According to verse no. 83-85 below, 
the six points where this ceremonial Anga Nyas can be done are the following—the heart, 
the forehead, the top of the head where the tuft of hair is located and which is the site of 
the Brahm-randhra, the body armour, the eyes, and the arms and armaments of the 
aspirant devotee if he happens to belong to the warrior race. In this case, the Anga Nyas 
would be respectively as follows—(1) ‘Namah Hrdayaya Namah; (2) 'Sitapataye 
Sirs@ Swaha’; (3) ‘Ramaya Sikhaya Vasat’; (4) ‘Hana Hana Kavacāya Hum’; (5) 
‘Hum Netrabhyam Vausat’; and (6) ‘Hana Hum Phat Astraya Phat’.] 


wuifqufed: ASÀ MA: SAMA: | AL AS Ta WH Sat el dd:1l621l 
Gears Fe ARASEN: | faenttal AVI Maa Cac A: 11 63 1 


taradisahitah so’pi mantrah saptadasaksarah / 
taram namo bhagavate ramam nentam maha tatah // 62// 
purusaya padam pascaddhrdanto’stadasaksarah / 


vi$vamitro munischando gayatram devata ca sah // 63// 


Talk Fa a ufed SA R vo Bas Bat a Sa G1 32 TA ad WS Tages GU: 
"E 26 Hat a As ed sae aaa HT, met wem, WW tact Él 1163—63 1l 


62-63. When OM is added as a prefix to the sixteen-lettered Mantra (as described in verse 
no. 59), it becomes a seventeen-lettered Mantra of Lord Ram as follows—‘Om Namah 
Sitapataye Ramaya Hana Hana Hum Phat". [This Mantra briefly means ‘OM salutations! 
I bow most reverentially before, pay my obeisance to, and honour the mystical powers 
and divinity of Lord Ram who is the husband of Sita’.] 

The next Mantra having eighteen letters is the following—‘Om Namo Bhagawatē 
Ramaya Mahapurusaya Namah””. [This Mantra briefly means ‘OM salutations! I 
repeatedly bow most reverentially before, pay my obeisance to, and honour the mystical 
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powers and divinity of Lord Ram who is the supreme Lord God and an exalted noble 
Purush (literally a great, a highly acclaimed and a noble gentleman)'.] 
The patron Rishi (sage or seer) of this eighteen-letter Mantra is Vishwamitra. Its style 
of composition, called Chanda, is Gayatri. Its patron deity is Lord Ram (62-63). 
[Note—'The seventeen letters of the Mantra ‘Om Namah Sītāpatayē Rāmāya Hana 
Hana Hum Phat’ are as follows—OM + 16 letters of the main Mantra as described in 
verse no. 59-61 above. 


"The eighteen letters of the Mantra ‘Om Namo Bhagawaté Ramaya 
Mahapurusaya Namah’ are as follows—Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + wa + te + 
Ra + mā + ya + Ma + hā + pu + ru + sā + ya + Na + mah = 18 Ietters.] 


PARAR: ASA wer wenrifeisTen: | a ATT Tad Taras WS ACT 64 11 
adra Has Hrs wf F seq aaa dele AeA ioia Aa: 11 6511 


kamadisahitah so'pi mantra ekonavimSakah / 
taram namo bhagavate ramayeti padam vadet // 64// 
sarvašabdam samuccārya saubhagyam dehi me vadet / 


vahnijayam tathoccarya mantro vimsārņako matah // 65// 


sat ma Ho web GT K 22 Bat mW Wer aa ZI 32 FH Wad uum ad uh Af 
T warmer ae ate sent TA ÈI XE I 


64-65. When the Beej Mantra ‘Klim’ (for ‘Kaam/fulfillment of desires’) is added as a 
prefix to it, this Mantra becomes a nineteen-lettered one as follows—‘Klim Om Namo 
Bhagawatē Ramaya Mahāpurusāya Namah'!. 

The next Mantra has twenty letters, and it is the following—‘Om Namo 
Bhagawatē Rāmāya Sarva Saubhagyam Dehī Mē Svāhā'”. [This Mantra means ‘Oh Lord 
God Ram! I reverentially bow before you and pay my obeisance to you. Be kind to bless 
me with all welfares and good fortunes (‘Saubhaagya’). I offer my oblations to you’.] An 
offering is to be made to the sacred fire with this Mantra by uttering the last word *Svaha' 
(64-65). 

[Note—'The nineteen letters of the Mantra ‘Klim Om Namo Bhagawatē Rāmāya 
Mahapurusaya Namah’ are as follows— Klim + 18 letters of the rest of the Mantra as 
described in verse no. 62-63 above = 19 letters. 

"The twenty letters of the Mantra ‘Om Namo Bhagawaté Ramaya Sarva 

Saubhagyam Dehi Me Swaha' are the following— Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + 
wa + te + Ra + ma+ ya+ Sa + rva + Sau + bha + gyam + De + hi + Mé + Sva 
+ ha = 20 letters. ] 


UR TAI Wad WAS Gael Ac | STATA afgsmTai Tcl ACT 66 11 
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taram namo bhagavate ramaya sakalam vadet / 


apannivaranayeti vahnijayam tato vadet // 66// 


‘3% "HE Wad TATU GERBSTUÍMSRUISD eae’ GE (22) santa sent a Ws P, US 
Valde we 41 aT | IERI 


66. The next Mantra which bestows all desired benefits to the aspirant devotee is of 
twenty one letters. It is the following —Om . Namo Bhagawatē Ramaya 
Sakalapannivarnaya Svaha’'. [This Mantra briefly means ‘OM salutations! I reverentially 
bow before and pay my obeisance to Lord Ram who is the exalted God and a bestower of 
all desired fruits or rewards. I offer my oblations to you'.] 

An offering is to be made to the sacred fire with this Mantra while pronouncing the 
last word ‘Svaha’ (66). 

[Note—'The twenty-one letters of this Mantra ‘Om Namo Bhagawate Rāmāya 

Sakalapannivarnaya Svaha' are the following—Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + wa + 

te + Ra + mā + ya + Sa + ka + lā+ pa + nni + và + ra + na + ya + Sva + ha = 

21 letters.] 


UPA AA: Te STE eT: | ATK TA CaaS Tal SIA T || 67 11 
ad: Haara Matie seq ddl «m «i52 Web GIGA: 11 68 11 


ekavim$arnako mantrah sarvabhistaphalapradah / 

taram rama svabījam ca tato dāšarathāya ca // 67// 
tatah sitavallabhaya sarvabhistapadam vadet / 

tato daya hrdanto'yam mantro dvāvimšadaksarah // 68// 


so of xi erem xfareeounr ues u.s TE SEU (22) Het H AS ZI WE WS 
Ku H Ud wo 41 WD ELEG IlI 


67-68. The next Mantra has twenty-two letters. It is as follows—'Om Srim Ram 
Dāšarathāya Sitavallabhaya Sarvavhistadaya Namah’. [The brief meaning of this Mantra 
is ‘OM salutations to Goddess Laxmi (‘Stim’) and Lord Ram (‘Ram’) in their cosmic 
form as Brahm! I reverentially bow before and pay my homage to Lord Ram who is the 
exalted son of king Dasarath and the dear husband of Sita, who is a fulfiller of all desires 
and wishes, and who grants the boon which bestows everything to his devotee.’ ] 

This Mantra bestows upon the worshipper the blessing of fulfillment of all the desires 
that he has in his heart (67-68). 

[Note—'The twenty-two letters of this Mantra ‘Om Srim Ram _ Dasarathaya 

Sītāvallabhāya Sarvavhistadaya Namah” are the following—Om + Srim + Ram + 


alā 


Da + ša + ra + thā + ya + Si + tā + va + lla + bhā + ya + Sa+ rvā + vhi + sta 
+ dā + ya + Na + mah =22 letters.] 


ON AA Wad SRAM Gaed | Het MAL A SS Sasa ddl FST! 69 11 


taram namo bhagavate viraramaya samvadet / 


kala Satrin hana dvandvam vahnijayam tato vadet // 69// 


‘3% TA wad GRU THOM Ed Ud el Fe 23 Ae sent gt Ig MA P 
I&S I 


69. The next Mantra has twenty-three letters, and has the potential of destroying the 
enemy of the aspirant devotee. This Mantra is the following—‘Om Namo Bhagawate 
Vīramrāmāya Sakalašatrūn Hana Hana Svaha’'. [The brief meaning of this Mantra is 
‘OM salutations! I reverentially bow before and pay my obeisance (‘Namo’) to Lord Ram 
(‘ramaya’) who is brave and valiant (‘Viram’). Oh Lord! Destroy and crush (‘Hana’) all 
my enemies ('Sakala$atrün"). I offer my oblations (‘Svaha’) to you’.] 

An offering is to be made to the sacred fire with this Mantra by uttering the word 
*Svaha' (69). 

[Note—'The twenty-three letters of this Mantra ‘Om Namo Bhagawatē Viramramaya 

Sakalasatrūn Hana Hana Svaha' are the following— Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + 

wa + tē + Vi + ram + rā + mā + Ya + Sa + ka + la + $a + trūn + Ha + na + 

Ha + na + Sva + ha = 23 letters.] 


Fafa: weisraFrSréur: | ferenfirat AM: Wel TS sad || 70 11 
Sad STGTHIS IE SISTEM: KAA: | FTA TA TATA Fra AT: 11 71 11 


trayovimsāksaromantrah sarvasatrunibarhanah / 
vi$vamitro munih prokto gayatrichanda ucyate // 70// 
devatā viraramo'sau bījādyāh pūrvavanmatāh / 


mūlamantravibhāgena nyāsānkrtvā vicaksanah // 71// 


Zu 23 dé oe m VARTA Ha om fewer xf, mast wem, dae cam P, Wis 
amfe Wad ÈI EM H Wet a feng ae RTA HET afew! |l9o—% 1 


70-71. The patron Rishi (sage or seer) of this twenty-three lettered Mantra is 
Vishwamitra. The style of composition, called Chanda, is Gayatri. [70]. 

Its patron deity is the brave, courageous, valiant and strong Lord Ram. Its Beej 
Mantra (i.e. the seed or root monosyllable Mantra) etc. are as of the previous Mantras. 
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For the purpose of doing Anga Nyas, the individual letters of the Mantra should 
be used independently as single units having full divine potentials as that of the entire 
Mantra [71]. (70-71). 


WW STIS Gens fed TATA | TSU ITG TH TSI STRATA 72 11 


saram dhanusi samdhaya tisthantam ravanonmukham / 


vajrapanim rathārūdham ramam dhyatva japenmanum // 72// 


SN WX IUD GI Akt, TAT H WT Rat Wes TA T I WD Ced SD id dde |i 


72. This twenty-three letter Mantra should be worshipped and used to do Japa (repetition 
of the Mantra) by focusing the mind on Lord Ram in his form as a great, brave and 
valiant warrior—i.e. as holding a bow with the arrow ready to shoot (at the enemy), and 
mounted on a chariot in front of the demon king Ravana of Lanka (whom Lord Ram had 
slayed in the epic war as described in all the versions of the epic story known as the 
*Ramayana') (72). 


WR TA TT SATA Wd AS | AHA Aaa Wi ATA we seq! 73 11 
ATT! Mazgfēsfaatta: | ds "Im Yo dd Halstad 1174 11 


tāram namo bhagavate srīrāmāya padam vadet / 
tarakabrahmane coktva mam taraya padam vadet // 73// 
namastaratmako mantrascaturvimSativarnakah / 


bījādikam yatha pūrvam sarvam kuryatsadarnavat // 74// 


32 "Hp Mad oft WTS aHATS At RU AR: ae WE 24 Bal TD Wed G4 vere SGT 
saat att anfe ws $i Ilv3—vYll 


73-74. The next Mantra has twenty-four letters, and it is the following—‘Om Namo 
Bhagawaté Šrī Rāmāya Tarakabrahmané Mam Taraya Namah Om”'. [Briefly, this 
Mantra requests the Lord to bless the aspirant devotee with liberation and deliverance 
from this world and give his soul final emancipation and salvation. It means—‘OM 
salutations! I bow before Lord Ram. You are the liberating Brahm personified. So be 
kind upon me and grant me the boon of liberation and deliverance, of emancipation and 
salvation'.] 

The six Beej Mantras that are applicable for the six-lettered Mantra of Lord Ram 
(as described in verse no. 8 of this Canto above) are also applicable here as well. 
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In other words, the root or seed Mantra OM can be replaced with other monosyllable 
Mantras as described in verse no. 8 above. 
Thus, we have six Mantras of twenty-four letters each, with OM being replaced by 
the other Beej Mantras? (73-74). 

[Note—'The twenty-four letters of this Mantra ‘Om Namō Bhagawaté Sri Ramaya 
Tarakabrahmané Mam Taraya Namah Om’ are the following—Om + Na + mē + 
Bha + ga + wa + tē + Šrī + Rā + mā + ya + Tā + ra + ka + bra + hma + ņē 
+ Mām + Tā + ra +ya + Na + mah + Om = 24 letters. 

"Therefore, the other five Mantras of twenty-four letters using the Beej Mantras 
referred to here, besides the one mentioned in these verses, would be the following — 

(i) ‘Hrim Namó Bhagawaté Sri Rāmāya Tàrakabrahmane Mam Tāraya 
Namah Om'. 

(ii) ‘Srim Namē Bhagawatē Šrī Rāmāya Tārakabrahmaņē Mam Tāraya 
Namah Om”. 

(iii) ‘Klim Namē Bhagawaté Sri Rāmāya Tārakabrahmaņē Mam Tāraya 
Namah Om’. 

(iv) ‘Aim Namē Bhagawaté Sri Rāmāya Tarakabrahmané Mam Tāraya 
Namah Om’. 

And (v) ‘Ram Namo Bhagawatē Sri Rāmāya Tarakabrahmané Mam Taraya 
Namah Om'.] 


PARR TAa Tal STTSRTUQ | Mae T4 Wepeld WE deg |1 75 11 
SAARA TACT FAI Hg: | POPSET] AA: aAa: || 76 11 


kamastaro nati$caiva tato bhagavatepadam / 
ramacandraya coccarya sakaleti padam vadet // 75// 
janavasyakarāyeti svaha kamatmako manuh / 


sarvava$yakaro mantrah paficavimSativarnakah // 76// 


"xo a TA Wad WHT WEROSRISGTYSGEI wel’ Ue 24 TAN sant a TA È, UC 
agian TA nf at ae gt Sat «1 deu I 


75-76. The next Mantra has twenty five letters. It is called a ‘Vashikaran Mantra’ or the 
one that can cast a magical charm upon another person so much so that he comes under 
the command and control of the first person who uses this Mantra upon him. It is like 
hypnotizing spells which influence the other person and makes him obey the first 
person’s command obediently even though he might not like to follow them. The 
submission is absolute, and person to whom the orders are issued does the commander’s 
bidding without raising any questions or giving second thoughts to it. 

This Mantra is the following—‘Klim Om Namo Bhagawaté Ramacandraya 
Sakalajanavasyakaraya Svāhā''. [Briefly, this Mantra means ‘OM salutations! I 
reverentially bow and pay my obeisance to (‘Namo’) Lord God Ram Chandra who is the 
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fulfiller of all wishes (as implied by the Kaam Beej Mantra *Klīm'). Empower me with 
mystical powers and charms so that I can exercise influence over and control all those 
with whom I come in contact, or whom I wish to bring under my command and control 
(‘Sakal-Jan-Vashya-Karaaya’). I offer my oblations to you (‘Svaha’)’.] 

With this last word Svaha, the worshipper should offer oblations to the sacred fire 
(75-76). 

[Note—'The twenty-five letters of this Mantra ‘Klim Om Namē Bhagawatē 

Ramacandraya Sakalajanava$yakaraya Svaha’ are the following— Klim + Om + 

Na + mo + Bha + ga + wa + te + Ra + ma + ca + ndra + ya + Sa + ka + la + 

ja + na + va + $ya + ka + rā + ya + Sva + ha = 25 letters.] 


eme ANT uq AAA: VĒ: | sasha Ag: aafaa: 11 77 11 


ādau tāreņa samyukto mantrah sadvimsadaksarah / 


ante'pi tārasamyuktah saptavimšativarņakah // 77// 


sot F ues a2 GM Ur 26 BER GT Te GP tfl a> SIN WX wo ae CD Td I 


[MS [I 


77. When the monosyllabic Mantra OM (which is the Beej Mantra for the supreme 
Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness) is added as a prefix to this twenty-five lettered 
Mantra, it becomes a twenty-six lettered one. This twenty-six letter Mantra is ‘Om Klim 
Om Namo Bhagawate Ramacandraya Sakalajanava$yakaraya Svaha'!. [The first word 
‘OM’ prefixed to the Kaam Beej ‘Klim’ in this Mantra would obviously mean that the 
Supreme Being known as Brahm is the fulfiller of all wishes. When the rest of the Mantra 
is added to this part, the full meaning would be: *OM Salutations to the Supreme Being 
who is a fulfiller of all desired wishes of the worshipper, and it is he who has revealed 
himself in the person of Lord Ram. Let the Lord empower me to be able to exercise 
dominance over all others. I pay my obeisance to the Lord by offering oblations to the 
sacred fire by saying Svaha.] 


If OM is added as a suffix as well, then it becomes a twenty-seven lettered 
Mantra. This twenty-seven lettered Mantra is ‘Om Klim Om Namo Bhagawatē 
Rāmacandrāya Sakalajanavasyakaraya Svāhā Om". [The last ‘OM’ added as a suffix to 
the Mantra implies that when oblations are being made to Lord Ram with the word 
*Swaha', it is the supreme Brahm who is actually being worshipped in the form of Lord 
Ram, and that the Lord is none but the cosmic Consciousness in a personified form to 
which the worshipper is showing his respects when he prays to Lord Ram.] (77). 

[Note—'The twenty-six letters of the Mantra ‘Om Klīm Om Namo Bhagawaté 
Ramacandraya Sakalajanava$yakaraya Svaha’ are the following— Om + 25 letters 
of the rest of the Mantra as described in verse no. 75-76 above = 26 letters. 

"The twenty-seven letters of the Mantra ‘Om Klim Om Namo Bhagawatē 

Ramacandraya Sakalajanava$yakaraya Svaha Om” are the following— Om as a 
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prefix + 25 letters of the rest of the Mantra as described in verse no. 75-76 above + Om 
as a suffix — 27 letters.] 


ON Fal rad CSITEHTSISTRTSE 7 | KATRA Para Weg | | 78 1 
TACIT ARIA STASTAM AAI : | Sted ALT Gc Walaa: || 79 11 


taram namo bhagavate raksoghnavišadāya ca / 
sarvavighnantsamuccarya nivaraya padadvayam // 78// 
svahanto mantrarajo’yamastavimSativarnakah / 


ante tarena samyukta ekonatrimsadaksarah // 79// 


‘3m FAT Wad warafagrers UA fara carer’ TE 2¢ SISU sent GUT 
Ma ti sat arp H 3 GI R 3 z«fhu Beat m Hd A OTe Pa 066—068 I 


78-79. The next Mantra has twenty-eight letters as follows—‘Om Namo Bhagawate 
Raksoghnavišadāya Sarvavighnāntsamuccārya Nivāraya Svāhā''. [Briefly this Mantra 
means ‘OM salutations! I reverentially bow and pay my homage to the Lord God (Ram). 
Lord, be kind to protect me against all sorts of problems and hurdles in my endeavours. 
Eliminate all my miseries and causes of my misfortunes and torments. I offer this 
oblation to you for this purpose'. Then the worshipper makes offerings to the sacred fire 
with the word ‘Svaha’.] 

When the monosyllable OM is appended at the end of this Mantra, it becomes a 
twenty-nine lettered Mantra. This Mantra becomes—‘Om  Namo  Bhagawate 
Raksoghnavišadāya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya Nivaraya Svāhā Om". [The last ‘OM’ 
implies that the worshipper salutes the Lord as a manifestation of the supreme Brahm 
because ‘OM’ is a Beej Mantra for Brahm. ‘Brahm’ is the Supreme Being and the cosmic 
Consciousness. Therefore, the obvious implication is that the offering to the sacred fire is 
meant for Brahm.] (78-79). 

[Note—'The twenty-eight letters of this Mantra ‘Om Namo Bhagawatē 
Raksoghnavišadāya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya Nivaraya Svāhā” are the following— 
Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + wa + tē + Ra + kso + ghna + vi + $a + dā + ya 
+ Sa + rva + vi + ghna + ntsa + mu + cca + rya + Ni + vā + ra + ya + Svā + 
ha = 28 letters. 

"The twenty-nine letters of this Mantra ‘Om | Namo  Bhagawate 

Raksoghnavišadāya Sarvavighnāntsamuccārya Nivaraya Svaha Om" are the 
following—28 letters of the Mantra as mentioned above + OM at the end = 29 letters.] 


aA age femme! Aq: | STRIS fe da wipe KTM: Faq: 11801 


ādau svabijasamyuktastrimsadvarnatmako manuh / 
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ante'pi tena samyukta ekatrimšātmakah smrtah // 80// 


geo sd ow d Toma d diu se wr Ha aa «1 ok ae erg H df OT 
BUA STU A 32 sadu Heat STOT Wed DSTI PI Idol 


80. When the Beej Mantra for Lord Ram, i.e. “Ram’, is added as a prefix to the twenty- 
nine lettered Mantra (as described above in the second half of verse no. 79), it becomes a 
thirty-lettered Mantra. This Mantra is therefore—— Ram Om Namo Bhagawatē 
Raksoghnavišadāya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya Nivaraya Svaha Om'!. [Here, the Beej 
Mantra *Ram' put before OM implies that the very primary form of the Supreme Being 
known as Brahm is being addressed and honoured in this verse. Since the Beej Mantra 
*Ram' pertains to the fire element as well as to Lord Ram, and it is followed by the 
Mantra for the supreme Brahm, which is ‘OM’, it obviously means that in this verse Lord 
Ram is being honoured not only as a manifestation of the supreme Brahm but also as the 
primary energy, the dynamism, the stupendous glory and the immaculate purity of Brahm 
personified in his divine form which is as glorious and radiant and pure as the Fire 
element. The rest of the meaning would be the same as for the twenty-nine lettered 
Mantra described in verse nos. 78-79.] 

If this monosyllable *Ram' is added as a suffix as well to the above Mantra of 
thirty letters, it becomes a thirty-one lettered Mantra. This thirty-one lettered Mantra 
would be ‘Ram Om Namo Bhagawate Raksoghnavisadaya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya 
Nivaraya Svaha Om Ram". [When ‘Ram’ is added as a suffix it implies that once again 
the oblations and homage are being paid to Lord Ram as a personification of the supreme 
Brahm represented by the Beej Mantra ‘OM’, as well as of the eternal cosmic Fire 
represented by the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’. To wit, this means that Lord Ram is a 
personification of the Supreme Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness that is pure and 
glorious and splendorous as the Fire.] (80). 

[Note—'The thirty letters of the Mantra ‘Ram Om  Namo Bhagawate 
Raksoghnavišadāya Sarvavighnāntsamuccārya Nivāraya Svāhā Om” are as 
follows—monosyllable Rām + 29 Ietters of the Mantra described in verse no. 79 above = 
30 letters. 

"The thirty-one letters of the Mantra 'Rām Om  Namo Bhagawatē 
Raksoghnavišadāya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya Nivaraya Svāhā Om Ram’ would be 
as follows—30 letters of the Mantra as described above + monosyllable ‘Ram?’ at the end 
— 3] letters.] 


Wag Wears TAR FIT | Ht GTA fers «na efe 3 118111 
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rāmabhadra mahesvāsa raghuvīra nrpottama / 
bho dašāsyāntakāsmākam Sriyam dapaya dehi me // 81// 
anustubha rsī rāmaschando'nustupsa devatā / 
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ram bījamasya yam šaktiristārthe viniyojayet // 82// 


' WW Wem WSR TU Sp GTA feb emu ee Fez 
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81-82. ‘Ramabhadra Mahēšvāsa Raghuvira Nrpottama Bho Dašāsyāntakāsmākam 
Sriyam Dapaya Dehi Me’ [81]—this is the thirty-two lettered Mantra’. [The brief meaning 
of this Mantra is ‘The gentleman Ram is present in the breath of Lord Mahesh (i.e. Shiva 
constantly repeats his divine name Ram). He is the brave and valiant warrior of the clan 
of king Raghu, and is the most exalted and the best king of that clan. He had brought 
about the end of the ten-headed one (Ravana, the demon king of Lanka). He is endowed 
with all the magnificent, divine and sublime virtues and glories. Be kind to give me all 
kinds of ‘Sri’ (i.e. bless me so that I can acquire all the majestic glories, fame, wealth and 
prosperity that are available in this world) as well as ‘Yam’ (exemplary self-control over 
the senses)’. ] 

The patron Rishi (sage/seer) of this Mantra is Anushtuv. Its composition style, 
called the Chanda, is Anushtup? (named after the sage who first conceived this literary 
style of composing hymns). Its patron deity, called the Devta, is Lord Ram himself. Its 
Beej Mantra (or the seed or root monosyllable) is ‘Ram’ (standing for the fire element as 
well as Ram). Its stupendous Shakti (dynamism, energy, potentials and powers) are 
encrypted in the monosyllable word ‘Yam’. [The word ‘Yam’ means exemplary self- 
control over the senses. Hence, when used in conjunction with the word ‘Sri’ it implies 
that Lord Ram has acquired greatness, an exalted stature, all the divine virtues and 
glories, all sorts of majesty and fame etc. that are obtainable in this creation, collectively 
called ‘Sri’, because he practices the virtue of ‘Yam’. And therefore he is requested to 
bless the worshipper with these two virtues of ‘Sri’ and ‘Yam’.] 

This mystically empowered Mantra is employed to accomplish one’s desires and 
aspirations, to fulfill one’s wishes and hopes [82]. (81-82). 

[Note—'The thirty-two letters of this Mantra ‘Ramabhadra Mahēšvāsa Raghuvīra 

Nrpottama Bho Dasasyantakasmakam Sriyam Dapaya Dehi Mē” are the 

following—Rā + ma + bha + dra + Ma + he + švā + sa + Ra + ghu + vi + ra + 

Nr + po + tta + ma + Bho + Da + šā + sya + nta + kā + sma + kam + Sri + 

yam + Da + pa + ya + De + hi + Mē=32 letters. 


"The Anushtup Chanda is a poetical composition style first envisioned by an ancient 
sage named Anuystuv, and hence it bears his name. It consists of four lines with eight 
letters to each line, bringing the total number of letters in the verse to 8 x 4 — 32 letters.] 


ue ee a feres ure fenfu fared rar werfen att: aped AAT 83 11 
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padam hrdi ca vinyasya padam sirasi vinyaset / 

Sikhayam paficabhirnyasya trivarnaih kavacam nyaset // 83// 
netrayoh paficavarnaisca dapayetyastramucyate / 
capabanadharam $yamam sasugrivabibhisanam // 84// 
hatva ravanamayantam krtatrailokyaraksanam / 


ramabhadram hrdi dhyatva dašalaksam japenmanum // 85// 


Ta 4 wu nup Gp weg, cui d BT, enfer smi 4 via ao (dies) 3 funr, 
amt è d aum m paa aqme), fux Wa wur (fat ava) À ae TA GRUT 
aRU sp at, ga fase ufeg, Forres RIM a R at frei Ungu 
STS TAT HI GER Ha) A WX SH AA WD TT OE TT HET API IC3—Cc4ll 


83-85. The process of invoking this Mantra for the purpose of doing ‘Viniyog’ and 
*Nyas' (i.e. humbly invoking the divine powers and dynamic energy that is inherent in 
the Mantra by worshipping the concerned God or deity of the Mantra, and then 
establishing the Mantra’s glorious potentials upon specific points of the body as well as 
on other designated objects so that these are duly empowered and sanctified by the 
astounding powers, the energy and vitality as well as the dynamism of the concerned 
Mantra) is as follows— 

(1) The first stanza or step, called the ‘Charan’ of the hymn, literally meaning a 
step or foot of the Mantra, is invoked for the purpose of doing Anga-Nyas on the heart. 
[This part is the following—‘Ramabhadra Mahe$vasa'.] 

(ii) The second Charan is used to do Anga-Nyas on the head (i.e. the forehead). 
[This part is the following—‘Raghuvira Nrpottama’ . ] 

(iii) The next five letters, known as ‘Varanas’, should be invoked to do Anga- 
Nyas on the tuft of hair on the top of the head, called the ‘Shikha’, marking the location 
of the Brahm-randhra. [These five letters or Varanas pertain to the next phrase of the 
Mantra, i.e. ‘Bho Dasāsyānta” = Bho + Da + šā + sya + nta = 5] 

(iv) The next three letters or Varanas should be invoked to do Nyas on the 
*Kavach' of the warrior devotee. [The word ‘Kavach’ literally means a body armour or 
shield worn or used by warriors. Hence, this part of the Mantra is used to both empower 
and sanctify the ‘Kavach’ of the warrior devotee so that it becomes impenetrable and can 
give him a full-proof protection. These three letters or Varanas pertain to the next phrase 
of the Mantra, i.e. ‘kasmakam’ = kā + sma + kam = 3.] 

(v) The next five letters should be invoked to do Nyas on the various ‘Astra’ of 
the warrior devotee. [The word ‘Astra’ means arms and armaments of the warrior 
devotee. Hence, these five letters of the Mantra are used to empower and energise the 
different weapons used by him. These five letters or Varanas pertain to the next phrase of 
the Mantra, i.e. ‘Sriyam Dapaya’ = Sri + yam + Da + pa + ya = 5.] 

For this purpose, the aspirant and a warrior devotee should meditate upon the 
following divine form of Lord Ram—‘Lord Ram is holding a divine bow and an arrow. 
He is accompanied by Sugriv (the monkey king of Kishkindha) and Vibhishan (the 
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demon king of Lanka). The Lord is the protector and sustainer of the three legendary 
worlds—viz, the nether, the terrestrial, and the heavenly worlds'. 

With this divine vision of the Lord, the aspirant should repeat the above Mantra 
(i.e. the one with thirty two letters as described in verse no. 81) for one lakh times (83- 
85). 


«egeris fasrēfā wa a: | SATIS AAG ACTH dat AA! 86 11 
emia eee TAZITU wales | qRIÍeur rt REA Seres || 87 11 


vadeddāsarathāyeti vidmaheti padam tatah / 
sitapadam samuddhrtya vallabhaya tato vadet // 86// 
dhimahiti vadettanno rāmašcāpi pracodayat / 


taradiresa gayatri muktimeva prayacchati // 87// 


ZH "Wu pou oue, wots us sf Us VIA 8 | 8+ Cum fees Wigmeun 
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86-87. With the aid of the Mantra mentioned in the previous verse nos. 83-85, the 
worshipper can attain the supreme destination for the soul, i.e. he can attain liberation, 
deliverance and salvation. It also helps him to attain access to all successes and 
prosperities in life, as well as the divine and holy feet of Lord Ram who is the dear 
husband of Sita (sita-vallabhaya). 


The next Mantra is renowned as the famous ‘Ram Gayatri Mantra’!. This is the 
Mantra which provides ‘Mukti’ or final liberation and deliverance to the worshipper from 
the cycle of birth and death, or ensures emancipation and salvation for his soul. 

This Mantra is the following —'Om Dasarathaya Vidmahe Sitavallabhaya Dhimahi 
Tanno Ramah Pracēdayāt””. [Briefly this Mantra means ‘OM salutations! The supreme 
Lord Ram is (in his human manifestation on earth is) the son of Dasrath, and the beloved 
husband of Sita. He is the best, the most exalted, a destroyer of sins, an excellent and a 
divine Being. May he infuse and inspire our intellect with wisdom and enlightenment so 
that we are purified and move forward on a path that is truthful, righteous and noble’.] 

86-87). 
Ree also Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad, Canto 7, paragraph no. 46. 

"Refer verse no. 89 below of this Canto 2.] 


Arata aes TATA Brassey perat iae: U Areata festa 1188 11 


mayadirapi vaidustyam ramadisca $riyahpadam / 


madanenapi samyuktah sa mohayati medinim // 88// 
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88. When the two Beej Mantras ‘Hrim’ and ‘Klim’ standing jointly for ‘Maya Shakti’ and 
‘Kaam Shakti’ (or the mystical powers that, when acquired, enables the person who has 
mastered this Mantra to be able to control other persons and make them absolutely 
obedient to him, as well as to fulfill all his desires) are added as a prefix to the ‘Ram 
Gayatri Mantra’, and the Beej Mantra ‘Srim’ (for ‘Sri’ or Goddess Laxmi, symbolizing 
the power of success and prosperity; the dynamic powers of the Lord) is added before the 
word ‘Ramah’ (which is the second last word of the Mantra, and stands for Lord Ram), 
then the resultant Mantra acquires ‘magical-charm’ properties that act as a hypnotizing 
instrument or a charm that can subdue one's opponent, make him submissive, and make 
him obey one's commands. It is therefore called a ‘Sammohan Mantra''. 

This Mantra thus becomes as follows—'Hrim Klīm Om Dasarathaya Vidmahē 
Sītāvallabhāya Dhimahi Tanno Srim Ramah Pracodayat’. (88). 

[Note—'Refer also to verse nos. 18-20 above of this Canto 2.] 


va ditt seda ahh emt atic: | aca a qe Sa ene 89 11 


pafica trini sadarnaisca trini catvari varnakaih / 


catvari ca caturvarņairanganyāsam prakalpayet // 89// 


TAT: HA ow UT (amem), dii face), e: tracers), dir (fe), um (qum 
TA), WR Aad) AMT F ASAT GDX AST HET AST 1128 1I 


89. The process of doing ‘Anga-Nyas’ using the primary ‘Ram Gayatri Mantra’ (as 
described in verse no. 86-87) is being described now. 

The six groups of letters should be used for purifying and empowering the various 
parts of the body with the mystical and divine powers and potentials of the Mantra. 

The first group consists of five letters (Dasarathaya = Da + sa + ra + tha + ya= 
5 letters), the second consists of three letters (Vidmahé = Vi + dma + hé = 3 letters), the 
third consists of six letters (Sitavallabhaya = Si + ta + va + lla + bha + ya = 6 letters), 
the fourth consists of three (Dhimahi = Dhi + ma + hi = 3 letters), the fifth consists of 
four letters (Tanno Ramah = Ta + nno + Ra + mah = 4 letters), and the sixth set consists 
of four letters (Pra + co + da + yat = {‘Ta’ is not regarded as a full letter as it is a silent 
consonant in this word} = 4 letters) respectively of the main Mantra (89). 


SAM Aa PASAT | AX AA Tad Age TARSAL || 90 11 
Tatar asaya ada: weed Sat deeds 119111 
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bījadhyānādikam sarvam kuryatsadvarnavatkramat / 
taram namo bhagavate caturthya raghunandanam // 90// 
raksoghnavisadam tadvanmadhureti vadettatah / 
prasannavadanam nentam vadedamitatejase // 91// 
balaramau caturthyantau visnum nentam natistatah / 


prokto malamanuh saptacatvārimšadbhiraksaraih // 92// 


aan ane sue ot veer sur a tl wo AAT sat a SETUP SU ye $— 
‘3% FHT Wad Was Weare WWE RATA sftadss Tease AA FH.’ 
IR 0—82 


90-92. Since this "Ram Gayatri Mantra' has been visualised as having six components or 
units (as mentioned in verse no. 89 above), it is regarded as being equivalent to the six- 
lettered Mantra, and therefore its Beej Mantra (i.e. its seed/root Mantra) and the process 
of meditating upon it also follows the same pattern as applicable for the six-lettered 
Mantra (as described in verse no. 16-18 above of this Canto 2). 
The next Mantra of Lord Ram has forty-seven letters. It is the following—'Om 

Namo Bhagawate Raghunandanaya Raksoghnavišadāya Madhuraya Prasannavadanaya 
Amitatejase Balaramaya Visnave Namah’!. [Briefly, this Mantra means ‘OM salutations 
to Lord Raghunandan (Ram). He is a protector from all miseries and torments that afflict 
his devotees, and removes all their hurdles. He is of a sweet and pleasant demeanors and 
temperament. He appears cheerful and contented. He is immensely radiant with a divine 
splendour effusing as a glowing halo from his holy body. Lord Ram is strong, valiant, 
valorous, robust and brave. He is Lord Vishnu incarnate. I bow to him in great 
reverence’.] (90-92). 

[Note— The forty-seven letters of this Mantra ‘Om Namo Bhagawatē 

Raghunandanaya Raksoghnavi$adaya Madhuraya Prasannavadanaya Amitatejasé 

Balaramaya Visņavē Namah' are the following— Om + Na+ mo + Bha + ga + wa 

+ te + Ra + ghu + na + nda + nā + ya + Ra + kso + ghna + vi + $a + dā + ya 

+ Ma + dhu + rā + ya + Pra + sa + nna + va + da + nā + ya + A + mi + ta + 

te + ja + se + Ba + la + rā + mā + ya + Vi + sna + vē + Na + mah = 47 letters.] 


RASA Sache SALTEA: | UTC TEACHES: VSK || 93 11 


rsischando devatadi brahmanustubharaghavah / 


saptartusaptadaša sadrudrasamkhyaih sadangakam // 93// 
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zu sur xf, SCIEN wem, Wd tag ÈI ep È HA: UM—9:—Wd—G9—9: IM TUNE 
Set À SIETA SET PI 11931 





93. The patron Rishi (sage or seer who had first conceptualized this group of letters as a 
Mantra, and preached it) is Brahma the creator. Its style of composition, called the 
Chanda, is Anushtup'. Its patron deity or Devta is Raghav (another name of Lord Ram as 
he was born in the clan of king Raghu of Ayodhya). 
For the purpose of doing Anga-Nyas, it is split into six components as follows— 

the first group consists of seven letters (Om Namo Bhagawate = Om + Na + mo + Bha + 
ga + wa + tē = 7 letters), the second group consists of six letters (Raghunandanaya = Ra 
+ ghu + na + nda + nā + ya = 6 letters), the third group consists of seven letters 
(Raksoghnavišadāya = Ra + kso + ghna + vi + $a + dā + ya = 7 letters), the fourth 
group consists of eleven letters (Madhuraya Prasannavadanaya = Ma + dhu + rā + ya + 
Pra + sa + nna + va + da + nā + ya = 11 letters), the fifth group consists of six letters 
(Amitatejasē = A + mi + ta + te + ja + sē = 6 letters), and the sixth group consists of 
eleven letters (Balaramaya Visnave Namah = Ba + la + rā + mā + ya + Vi + sna + vē + 
Na + mah = 11 letters) (93). 

[Note—'The Anushtup Chanda is a poetical composition style first envisioned by an 

ancient sage named Anuystuv, and hence it bears his name. It consists of four lines with 

eight letters to each line, bringing the total number of letters in the verse to 8 x 4 = 32 

letters. Refer verse no. 82 above of this Canto 2 also.] 


AM CMa Uh Meh AIST | Brei far ea vereris: TER: 119411 


dhyanam dasaksaram proktam laksamekam japenmanum / 


Sriyam sitam caturthyantām svahanto'yam sadaksarah // 94// 


CSI HA Ù He ur Sun ger vv d xN som ot fear orm $1 CÓ xa 
Tae We Ve HA I Hep fb gt TU wur Us GT e evil 


94. The system followed for doing meditation by the ten-letter Mantra (as described in 
verse no. 44-48) is also followed for this Mantra. It is to be repeated for one lakh times to 
be effective. [1 lakh = 1,00,000.] 

The six-lettered Mantra for Sita (the divine consort of Lord Ram and an 
incarnation of Goddess Laxmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity and the divine 
consort of Vishnu, the sustainer and protector of the world at the macro level) is the 
following—‘Srim Sitaya Svāhā''. [The meaning of this divine Mantra is ‘I offer my 
oblations to Sita, the divine Goddess who is the controller and bestower of all virtues 
known as ‘Sri’, ie. all forms of worldly and spiritual glories, virtues, fame and 
majesties .| (94). 

[Note—'The six letters of this Mantra «Šrīm Sitaya Svāhā” are the following— Srim + 
Si + ta + ya + Sva + ha = 6 letters.] 
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TASA ĪRI MAA SAAT AT: | aT Tar Greer Sit Sst mas || 95 11 
ale Hit agers ferfrarerdq | aa VSS WhCTA 1196 | 


janako’sya rsi$chando gayatri devata manoh / 
sita bhagavati prokta $rim bijam natiSaktikam // 95// 
kilam sita caturthyantamistarthe viniyojayet / 


dirghasvarayutadyena sadangani prakalpayet // 96// 


‘ft dad qu: we WEITEM TA GO GU ep $ snp KĀ, Tet wen wem iamai ca 
ši at dist B, Ta: ulead e, Wen? wow e, zs fate d fata dnm $a % zu xh 
TA À Wegsms ST RI dee 


95-96. Another variation for the six-letter Mantra for ‘Sita’ is as follows—‘Srim Sitaya 
Namah’'. [The Mantra briefly means ‘I bow before goddess Sita’. ] 

The patron Rishi (sage or seer who had first conceptualized it as having mystical 
powers) is Janak (her enlightened father). Its style of composition, called the Chanda, is 
Gayatri’. Its patron deity is Goddess Sita Bhagwati, the cosmic Mother. Its Beej or root or 
seed monosyllabic Mantra is ‘Srim’. Its authority and empowerment is represented by the 
word ‘Namah’ meaning bowing before her with the greatest of humility and reverence. 
[This is because a person bows only before one who is senior, authoritative and 
powerful. ] 

Its ‘Kilak’, or the group of letters or a word to which the main Mantra is pegged 
or hooked for its steadiness and everlasting effect, is ‘Sitaya’. In other words, this Mantra 
derives its inherent energy, dynamism and powers from the cosmic Shakti revealed in the 
form of Sita. It is Sita who gives the whole Mantra its authority and power. 

This divine and holy Mantra, possessed of mystical powers, dynamic energy and 
magnificent potentials, is used for fulfillment of wishes of the worshipper. 

For the purpose of doing Anga-Nyas, the Beej Mantra for ‘Shakti’ (the cosmic 
dynamic energy), which is the monosyllable ‘Srim’, is used (95-96). 

[Note—'The six-letter Mantra for Sita is 'Srm Sitaya Namah’, and its six letters are the 
following—Srim + Si +tā + ya + Na + mah = 6 

"The Gayatri Chanda is one in which there are three lines of eight letters each, totaling 
twenty-four letters in all. Sometimes these hymns have four lines, with six letters to each 
line, and still the total number of letters would be twenty-four.] 


GST TATA | TĀ HUT ALTA STAAL SISTI 11 97 11 


svarnābhāmambujakarām rāmālokanatatparām / 


dhyayetsatkonamadhyastharamankopari šobhitām // 97// 
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gar at STATO, aa À ANG fod, SMITH 4 ova A qeu VERT 4 wer Red ST 
4 arg T furem flare cr TA GT = Ge Wer WD AR È) Ie! 


97. The aspirant devotee should concentrate upon and meditate on the divine form of 
Goddess Sita while using the above Mantra for worship purposes as follows—‘I meditate 
upon the divine and holy form of Sita who is of a golden complexion, holds a lotus in her 
hands, is ever eager to have a divine sight of Lord Ram, is present at the core or central 
point of the hexagon present in the central area of the mystical charm instrument used 
during occult forms of worship of Lord Ram using Beej Mantras, and who is seated by 
the Lord's side’ (97). 


APR J CASES TTU AT: | STR Wa BS IA |1 98 1 | 
qam cad HTTP! ci ats whos fe pre fatrarn fe geared aged |199 11 


lakaram tu samuddhrtya laksmanaya namontakah / 
agastyarsirasyatha gayatram chanda ucyate // 98// 
laksmano devatā prokto lam bijam Saktirasya hi / 
namastu viniyogo hi purusartha catustaye // 99// 


GATT ot a MA P S GET WU. sus sey xf, Wat we, cam tad, ov 
as si HM: we vi Jers agra Ù sa owe wr fara gm ÈI IRC—<11 


98-99. Now the Mantra for honouring Laxman is being narrated. [Laxman was the 
younger brother of Lord Ram in his incarnation as the king of Ayodhya, and who was a 
manifestation of the legendary Seshnath, the hooded python who forms the bed upon 
which Lord Vishnu, the sustainer and protector of the visible creation and the grosser 
form of the supreme Viraat Purush, reclines in the celestial ocean of milk called the 
Kshirsagar.] 

This Mantra is the following—‘Lam Laksmanaya Namah’. [The meaning of this 
divine Mantra is ‘I bow reverentially before Laxman to pay my respects to the divine 
Being whose Beej Mantra is ‘Lam’’.] 

The patron Rishi (sage or seer who had first visualised this Mantra as having 
divine powers) is Agastya. Its style of composition, called the Chanda, is Gayatri. Its 
patron deity is Laxman himself. Its Beej Mantra is ‘Lam’. Its powers and authority is 
represented by the word *Namah' (because one bows before one who has authority, who 
is senior, powerful, holy and divine). 

This Mantra is invoked and its blessings sought to acquire the four types of manly 
achievements or successes! (89-99). 

[Note— The four types of manly achievements are the following—(1) Artha—achieving 
success in obtaining prosperity, wealth, material well being; (2) Dharma—achieving 
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success in being auspicious, righteous, proper and virtuous; (3) Kaam—achieving success 
in fulfillment of desires, hopes, expectations, aspirations and wishes; and (4) Moksha— 
achieving success in obtaining liberation and deliverance from the cycle of birth and 
death, leading to the emancipation and salvation of the soul.] 


SST CASS Weg weneuan | feyst aena WRIFTSIRTUTH 11 100 11 
TAIN CF VARA | THR qp AGI RTU ATA: 11 101 11 


dīrghabhājā svabījena sadangāni prakalpayet / 

dvibhujam svarnaruciratanum padmanibheksanam // 100// 
dhanurbanadharam devam ramaradhanatatparam / 
bhakaram tu samuddhrtya bharataya namontakah // 101// 


"er zu dima X ow ae Gd ST STE SST WEI WS GHI tl Oa WU: 
ot feu ù ere suf)! ae Ma we 8— Gp sm uro, eo wb af g pet wh 
ae, Hawa qa 4 gua, ST Ht Gar H ac GATT st WD A GUT 1 

Ta St mp HA 8—4 AAT OUS. 100-2 02 II 


100-101. To do Anga-Nyas with this Mantra, the long vowel sound ‘Aa / A 8' is added to 
the seed or root monosyllable Mantra, called the Beej, of this Mantra (which is placed at 
the beginning of the Mantra)—i.e. the word used for Anga-Nyas is Lam + à = Lam !. 

During Anga-Nyas (i.e. during the process of worship by using this Mantra), or 
using it for doing Japa (repetition), the following divine and holy vision of Laxman 
should be meditated upon—‘I concentrate my attention upon and worship Laxman who 
has two arms, whose body, which is most handsome and charming, has a complexion 
which resembles the glow of molten gold, whose eyes are like lotus flowers, and who is 
ever engaged in the service of Lord Ram.” 

The Mantra to honour Bharat, the second brother of Lord Ram, is the following— 
*Bham Bharataya Namah’. [The meaning of this Mantra is ‘I bow most reverentially 
before Bharat to pay my respects to the divine Being whose Beej Mantra is ‘Bham’’.] 
(100-101). 

[Note— The Mantras used for Anga-Nyas are the following— 

(1) Lam Sirase Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the head); 

(2) Lam Netrabhyam Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the eyes and brows); 

(3) Lam Hridayaya Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the heart); 

(4) Lam Nabhi Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the navel); and 

(5) Lam Urü Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the two thighs).] 


RRM BF eere | Ad Lae Sed MASAI | | 102 11 


agastyarsirasyatha sesam pürvavadacaret / 
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bharatam $yamalam sāntam ramasevaparayanam // 102// 


sam area xf onfe qdaq €i TAMS at, we, wme sh Gb dar Ho Wem, wq 
arent, dT a a sf ar À NUT Gum x (WE AM ZI) IRo? II 


102. Its patron Rishi, Chanda, Devta and form of Anga-Nyas are the same as that for 
Laxman’. (In verse no. 100-101). 

During Anga-Nyas or during the process of worship of the Mantra or using it for 
doing Japa (repetition), the following divine and holy vision of Bharat should be 
meditated upon—'I concentrate my attention upon and worship Bharat whose body is 
dark complexioned (like that of Lord Ram himself), who is handsome and attractive, who 
is ever engaged in the service of Lord Ram, and who holds a bow and an arrow. I bow 
most reverentially before Bharat.’ (102). 

[Note--" That is, the Rishi is Agastya, the Chanda is Gayatri, the patron deity is Bharat, 
and the seed/root Mantra used for Anga-Nyas is the word ‘Bham’. 

The Mantras used for doing Anga Nyas would use the long vowel sound of ‘A’, i.e. 

Aa / A 8, in the Beej Mantra for Bharat (as is done in the case of Laxman). That is, 
‘Bham’ + a = ‘Bham’. Hence, the Mantras would be the following— 

(1) Bhām Širasē Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the head); 

(2) Bham Nétrabhyam Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the eyes and brows); 

(3) Bham Hridayaya Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the heart); 

(4) Bham Nabhi Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the navel); and 

(5) Bham Uru Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the two thighs). ] 


TAMER A Abas AS 1 MT Shs qp GPSS WARM AAMT: | 
Rd sarge farrarns RAR 11 103 11 


dhanurbanadharam viram kaikeyitanayam bhaje / 
sam bijam tu samuddhrtya $atrughnaya namontakah / 
rsyādayo yathāpūrvam viniyogo'rinigrahe // 103// 


"i VIETU TH. Fe BAS a ma (0 d Saat ya $, us wg fase H vua faa 
er € | ft enfe deg dios 


103. Now the worship and the Mantra of Shatrughan, the third brother of Lord Ram, is 
being described. The Mantra is the following—‘Sham Shatrughanaya Namah’. [This 
Mantra means ‘I bow most reverentially before Shatrughan to pay my respects to the 
divine Being whose Beej Mantra is ‘Sham’’.] 

He is the son of Kaikeyi (like his elder brother Bharat), and this Mantra is invoked 
to obtain victory over one’s enemy or opponent. Its patron Rishi, Chanda, Devta and 
form of Anga Nyas are the same as that for Laxman or Bharat! (103). 
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[Note—'The Rishi is Agastya; the Chanda is Gayatri; the Devta is Bharat; and Beej 
Mantra used for Anga Nyas is ‘Sham’. 

The Mantras used for doing Anga Nyas would use the long vowel sound of ‘A’, i.e. 
Aa/Āā,in the Beej Mantra for Shatrughan (as is done in the case of Laxman). That is, 
‘Sham’ +a = ‘Sham’. Hence, the Mantras would be the following— 

(1) Sham Sirase Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the head); 

(2) Sham Netrabhyam Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the eyes and brows); 
(3) Sham Hridayaya Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the heart); 

(4) Sham Nabhi Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the navel); and 

(5) Sham Urū Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the two thighs). ] 


feast Tatra sy THA AT TTT | STOTT OPA AAAS AS || 104 11 


dvibhujam svarnavarnabham ramasevaparayanam / 


lavanasurahantaram sumitratanayam bhaje // 104// 


fare, ot 4 avi are Gin avi), Te det WaT, TAT eT, Gat GT ot 
F À eM FLT EI dRovil 


104. For the purpose of worship and doing Anga-Nyas, the following divine and holy 
vision of Laxman should be meditated upon—‘I concentrate my attention upon and 
worship Laxman who has two arms, whose body is of a golden hue (fair complexioned), 
who is ever involved in diligent service of Lord Ram, who is the slayer of the demon 
named Lavanaasur, and who is the dear son of mother Sumitra (the step-mother of Lord 
Ram).’ (104). 


€ CMA ead CSM ARTS: | Was TĀ: WIPE distdegetacm TA |1 105 11 
fest carats THAT I Aaa At ĀGTAĀA MA || Sh 11 106 11 
sa mera RAAS ara: |1 2 11 


hrm hanumāmscaturthyantam hrdanto mantrarājakah / 
rāmacandra rsih prokto yojayetpūrvavatkramāt // 105// 
dvibhujam svarnavarnabham ramasevaparayanam / 


maulijīkaupīnasahitam mam dhyayedramasevakam // iti// 106// 


iti ramarahasyopanisadi dvitio'dhyayah // 2 // 


330 


T wad TY We ATS SM sf ow $a wem ox tl du Gag tl (Un) RW, 
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Tecate fadi sears yor ESI 


105-106. Now the Mantra for worshipping Hanuman is being described. The Mantra is 
the following—‘Hrm Hanumaté Namah’. [The meaning of this Mantra is ‘I bow most 
reverentially before Hanuman to pay my respects to the divine Being whose Beej Mantra 
is ‘Hrm’’.] 

The Rishi (sage or seer who had first visualised this Mantra as having divine 
powers) is Lord Ram himself. Rest of the elements of the Mantra are as those for Laxman 
etc. 

For the purpose of worship and doing Anga-Nyas, the following divine and holy 
vision of Hanuman should be meditated upon— I concentrate my attention upon and 
worship Hanuman who has two arms, whose body is of a golden hue, (like that of the 
Laxman and Shatrughan), who is ever engaged in the service of Lord Ram, who wears 
only a loin-cloth and a sacred thread, and who remains silent and ever contemplative. 
Lord Hanuman should always be worshipped, honoured and admired as an ardent 
devotee, a faithful follower and a devoted and obedient attendant of Lord Ram.” (105- 
106). 

[Note— The Chanda is Gayatri; the patron deity or Devta is Hanuman; the Beej Mantra, 
or the root/seed monosyllable word used to represent the divinity and holiness of this 
Mantra is ‘Hrm’. 

The Mantras used for doing Anga Nyas would use the long vowel sound of ‘A’, i.e. 

Aa / A 4, in the Beej Mantra for Hanuman (as is done in the cases of Laxman, Bharat and 
Shatrughan). That is, ‘Hrm’ + a = ‘Hram’. Hence, the Mantras would be the following— 

(1) Hram Sirase Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the head); 

(2) Hram Netrabhyam Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the eyes and brows); 

(3) Hram Hridayaya Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the heart); 

(4) Hram Nabhi Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the navel); and 

(5) Hram Urū Namah (for doing Anga-Nyas on the two thighs).] 


Thus ends Canto 2 of Ram Rahasya Upanishad. 


kkkkkkkkk 


Summary of all the Mantras of Lord Ram and others as enumerated in this Canto no. 2— 


(1) One letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 1) : Ram 
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(2) Two letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 7): Ram / Rama (pronounced as Raam’; 
Ra + ma). 


(3) Three letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 8): "Om Ram (Om + Ra + m)”, *Hrim 
Ram (Hrim + Ra + m)’, ‘Srim Ram (Srim + Ra + m), ‘Klim Ram (Klim + Ra + m)”, 
‘Aim Ram (Aim + Rā + m)” and ‘Ram Ram (Ram + Ra + m). 


(4) Four letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 9): 
(1) *Ram Candra / Raam Chandra” (Raa + Ma + Chan + Dra = 4 letters), 
(ii) *Ram Bhadra / Raam Bhadra (Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra = 4 letters). 


(5) Five letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 10): 
Ramaya Namah (Raa + Maa + Ya + Na + Maha = 5). 





(6) (a) Six letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 16-17): 
(1) Ram Ramaya Namah (Ram + Ra + mā + ya + Na + mah - 6). 
(2) Klīm Ramaya Namah (Klīm + Ra + mā + ya + Na + mah = 6). 
(3) Hrim Ramaya Namah (Hrim + Rā + mā + ya + Na + mah = 6). 
(4) Aim Ramaya Namah (Aim + Ra + mā + ya + Na + mah = 6). 
(5) $rim Rāmāya Namah (Srim + Rā + mà + ya + Na + mah = 6). 
(6) Om Rāmāya Namah (Om + Rā + mā + ya + Na + mah = 6). 


(6) (b) Six letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 18): 
(A) (i) Sri Ram Bhadra Sri (Sri + Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra + Sri = 6 letters). 


(ii) Hrim Ram Bhadra Hrim (Hrim + Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra + Hrim = 6 
letters). 

(iii) Klīm Ram Bhadra Klīm (Klim + Raa + Ma + Bha + Dra + Klim = 6 
letters). 


(B) (i) Sri Ram Candra* Sri (Sri + Raa + Ma + Ca + Ndra + Sri = 6 letters). 
[*Candra' is ordinarily pronounced in common English as ‘Chandra’. ] 

(ii) Hrim Ram Candra Hrim (Hrim + Raa + Ma + Ca + Ndra + Hrim = 6 
letters). 

(iii) Klīm Ram Candra Klīm (Klim + Raa + Ma + Ca + Ndra + Klim = 6 
letters).] 


(6) (c) Six letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 19): 

Adding the words ‘Svaha (ordinarily pronounced as ‘Svaha’)’, or ‘Namah’, or 
*Hum Phat' to other Beej Mantras of Lord Ram gives us a further list of 6-letter Mantras 
of the Lord as briefly outlined as follows:- 

If we use the Beej Mantra ‘OM’, we have the following Matras: (i) ‘Om Ramaya 
Svāhā; (ii) Om Ramaya Namah, and (iii) Om Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

Om Rāmāya Svaha (Om + Ra + mā + ya + Swā + ha = 6); 

Om Rāmāya Namah (Om + Rā + mā + ya + Na + mah = 6), 

Om Rāmāya Hum Phat (Om + Rā + mā + ya + Hum + Phat = 6) 
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All other Beej Mantras cited herein above in this Upanishad can be similarly used 
in place of “OM” to construct the different 6-letter Mantras pertaining to Lord Ram. 

These Beej Mantras are: Ram; Klim; Hrim; Aim; and Srim. To each of them is 
added ‘Ramaya Svaha’, ‘Ramaya Namah’, and ‘Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

Some examples:-- 

‘Ram Ramaya Svaha’, ‘Ram Ramaya Namah’, and ‘Ram Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

"Klīm Ramaya Svaha’, ‘Klim Ramaya Namah’, and 'KIim Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

‘Hrim Ramaya Svaha’, ‘Hrim Ramaya Namah’, and ‘Hrim Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

‘Aim Ramaya Svaha’, ‘Aim Ramaya Namah’, and ‘Aim Ramaya Hum Phat’. 

‘Srim Rāmāya Svaha’, ‘Srim Ramaya Namah’, and ‘Srim Rāmāya Hum Phat’, 


In addition to these Beej Mantras, we have other Mantras as well, such as 
‘Bhadra’ and ‘Chandra’. Using the basic Beej Mantra for Lord Ram, which is *Ram", we 
derive some of the Mantras as follows:-- 

Ram Bhadra Svaha; Ram Bhadra Namah; Ram Bhadra Hum Phat. 

Or: Ram Candra Swaha; Ram Candra Namah; Ram Candra Hum Phat. 


(7) Seven letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 25) : 
(i) Ram Candraya Namah = Ra + ma + Ca + ndrā + ya + Na + mah = 7 letters. 
(ii) Ram Bhadraya Namah = Ra + ma + Bha + dra + ya + Na + mah = 7 letters. 


(8) (a) Eight letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 26) : 
(i) Om Ram Candraya Namah (“OM Ram Chandraaya Namaha”): Om + Ra + ma 
+ Ca + ndra + ya + Na + mah - 8 letters. 
(ii) Om Ram Bhadraya Namah (*OM Ram Bhadraaya Namaha”): Om + Ra + ma 
+ Bha + dra + ya + Na + mah - 8 letters. 
(iii) Om Ramaya Hum Phat Svaha (“OM Raamaaya Hum Phat Swaha”): = Om + Ra 
+ mā + ya + Hum + Phat + Svā + ha = 8 letters. 





(8) (b) Eight letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 35): 


«Šrīrāmah Saranam Mama’: ‘Sri + rà + mah + Ša + ra + nam + Ma + ma =8 
letters. 


(8) (c) Eight letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 39) : 

(1) ‘Om Ramah Šaraņam Mama’; (2) ‘Ram Ramah Saranam Mama’; (3) ‘Klim 
Ramah Saranam Mama’; (4) *Hrim Ramah Saranam Mama”; (5) ‘Aim Ramah Saranam 
Mama’; and (6) ‘Srim Ramah Saranam Mama’. 


(9) (a) Nine letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 30) : 
*Glaum Om Hrim Namah Ramaya Glaum': *Glaum + Om + Hrim + Na + mah + 
Ra + ma + ya + Glaum' = 9 letters. 
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(9) (b) Nine letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 39) : : 
‘Om Ramah Saranam Mama Om’: Om + Ra + mah + Sa + ra + nam + Ma + ma 
+ Om = 9 letters. 


(10) (a) Ten letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 40) : 
Janaki Vallabhāya Svaha Hum: Jā + na + ki + Va + lla + bhā + ya + Sva + 
ha + Hum = 10 letters. 





(10) (b) Ten letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 42) : 
Klim Janaki Vallabhaya Svāhā: Klīm + Jā + na + ki + Va + lla + bhā + ya + 
Sva + ha = 10 letters. 





(10) (c) Ten letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 48-49) : 
*Ramaya Dhanuspanaye Svaha' are the following—Ra + ma + ya + Dha + nu 
+ spa + na + ye + Svā + ha’ = 10 letters. 


(11) Eleven letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 50 ) : 

(1) Om Rāmāya Dhanuspanaye Svaha' are the following— Om + Ra + ma + 
ya + Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Sva + ha’ = 11 letters. 

(2) *Hrim Rāmāya Dhanuspanaye Svaha' are the following— Hrīm + Ra + mā 
+ ya + Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Sva + ha’ = 11 letters. 

(3) ‘Stim Ramaya Dhanuspanaye Svaha' are the following— Srim + Rā + ma 
+ ya + Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Sva + ha’ = 11 letters. 

(4) ‘Klim Ramaya Dhanuspanaye Svaha' are the following— Klim + Ra + ma 
+ ya + Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Svā + ha’ = 11 letters. 

(5) ‘Aim Rāmāya Dhanuspanaye Svāhā” are the following— Aim +Rā + ma + 
ya + Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Sva + ha’ = 11 letters. 
(6) ‘Ram Ramaya Dhanuspanaye Svaha’ are the following— Ram + Ra + mā + ya + 
Dha + nu + spa + na + ye + Svā + ha’ = 11 letters. 


(12) (a) Twelve letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 51-53 ) : 
‘Om Hrim Bharatagraja Rama Klīm Svaha': Om + Hrim + Bha + ra + tà + gra 4 
ja + Rā + ma + Klīm + Svā + ha’ = 12 letters. 
(ii) ‘Om Hrīm Ramaya Dhanuspanaye Svaha’: Om + Hrim + Ra + mā + ya + Dha 
u + Spa + na + ye + Sva + ha’ = 12 letters. 




















(12) (b) Twelve letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 54-55 ): 
(i) ‘Om Namo Bhagawaté Rama Candraya': Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + wa + 
tē + Ra + ma + Ca + ndrā + ya = 12 letters. 
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(ii) Om Namo Bhagawate Rama Bhadraya': Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + wa + 
te + Ra + ma + Bha + drā + ya' = 12 letters. 


(13) Thirteen letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 56 ) : 
*Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Rama': Sri + Ra + ma + Ja + ya + Ra + ma + 
Ja + ya + Ja + ya + Ra + ma = 13 letters. 


(14) Fourteen letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 58 ) : 
‘Om Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Rama’: Om + the 13 letters of the Mantra 
as described in verse no. 56 above = 14 letters. 


(15) Fifteen letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 58 ) : 
*Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Rama Rama': the 13 letters of the earlier Mantra 
as described in verse no. 56 above + Ra + ma= 15 letters. 


(16) Sixteen letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 59 ) : 
‘Namah Sītāpatayē Ramaya Hana Hana Hum Phat’: Na + mah + Si + tà + pa + 
ta ye + Ra + mā + ya + Ha + na + Ha + na + Hum + Phat = 16 letters. 


(17) Seventeen letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 62 ): 
*Om Namah Sitapataye Ramaya Hana Hana Hum Phat': —OM - 16 letters of the 
main Mantra as described in verse no. 59 above. 


(18) Eighteen letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 62-63 ) : 

‘Om Namo Bhagawate Ramaya Mahapurusaya Namah’ are as follows—Om + Na 
+ mo + Bha + ga + wa + te + Ra + mā + ya + Ma + hā + pu + ru + sa + ya + Na + 
mah = 18 letters. 


(19) Nineteen letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 64 ) : 
*KIim Om Namo Bhagawate Ramaya Mahapurusaya Namah' are as follows— Klīm 
+ 18 letters of the rest of the Mantra as described in verse no. 62-63 above = 19 letters. 


(20) Twenty letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 64-65 ) : 

*Om Namo Bhagawate Ramaya Sarva Saubhagyam Dehi Me Svaha': Om + Na + 
mo + Bha + ga + wa + tē + Ra + mā+ ya + Sa + rva + Sau + bha + gyam + De + hi 
+ Mē + Svā + hā = 20 letters. 


(21) Twenty-one letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 66 ) : 
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*Om Namo Bhagawate Ramaya Sakalapannivarnaya Svaha': Om + Na + mo + 
Bha + ga + wa + te + Ra + mā + ya + Sa + ka + lā+ pa + nni + và + ra + ņā + ya + 
Svā + hā =21 letters. 


(22) Twenty-two letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 67-68 ) : 

‘Om Srim Ram Dāšarathāya Sītāvallabhāya Sarvavhistadaya Namah’: Om + Srim 
+ Ram + Da + $a + ra + tha + ya + Sī + tā + va + lla + bhā + ya + Sa+ rvā + vhi + 
sta + da + ya + Na + mah = 22 letters. 


(23) Twenty-three letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 69 ) : 

‘Om Namo Bhagawate Viramramaya Sakalasatrūn Hana Hana Svaha’: Om + 
Na + mo + Bha + ga + wa + tē + Vī + ram + rā + mā + ya + Sa + ka + la + ša + 
trūn + Ha + na + Ha + na + Svā + ha = 23 letters. 


(24) Twenty-four letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 73-74): 

*Om Namo Bhagawate Šrī Ramaya Tarakabrahmane Mam Tāraya Namah 
Om’ are the following—Om + Na + mē + Bha + ga + wa + tē + Šrī + Rā + mā + 
ya + Tā + ra + ka + bra + hma + ne + Mam + Tā + ra + ya + Na + mah + 
Om’ = 24 letters. 

The above principal Mantra with the other five Beej Mantras would be the 
following— 

(i) *Hrim Namo Bhagawate $n Ramaya Tarakabrahmane Mam Taraya Namah 
Om’. 

(ii) '$rim Namā Bhagawaté Sri Rāmāya Tarakabrahmané Mam Taraya Namah 
Om’. 

(iii) ‘Klim Namo Bhagawaté Sri Rāmāya Tārakabrahmaņē Mam Tāraya 
Namah Om’. 

(iv) ‘Aim Namo Bhagawaté Sri Rāmāya Tarakabrahmané Mam Taraya Namah 
Om’. 

And (v) ‘Ram Namo Bhagawaté Sri Rāmāya Tarakabrahmané Mam Tāraya 
Namah Om’. 


(25) Twenty-five letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 75-76 ) : 
*KIim Om Namo Bhagawaté Ramacandraya Sakalajanavasyakaraya Svaha' are the 
following— Klīm + Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + wa + tē + Ra + ma + ca + ndrā + 
ya + Sa + ka + la + ja + na + va + $ya + ka + rā + ya + Svā + hà =25 letters. 


(26) Twenty-six letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 77 ) : 
‘Om Klim Om Namo Bhagawate Ramacandraya Sakalajanava$yakaraya 
Svaha’: Om + 25 letters of the rest of the Mantra as described in verse no. 75-76 
above = 26 letters. 


(27) Twenty-seven letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 77 ) : 

‘Om Klim Om Namo Bhagawate Rāmacandrāya Sakalajanava$yakaraya 
Svaha Om': Om as a prefix + 25 letters of the rest of the Mantra as described in verse 
no. 75-76 above + Om as a suffix = 27 letters. 


(28) Twenty-eight letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 78-79 ) : 
‘Om Namo  Bhagawate  Raksoghnavi$adaya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya 
Nivaraya Svaha' are the following— Om + Na + mo + Bha + ga + wa + te + Ra 
+ kso + ghna + vi + $a + dā + ya + Sa + rva + vi + ghna + ntsa + mu + cca + 
rya + Ni + va + ra + ya + Sva + ha = 28 letters. 


(29) Twenty-nine letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 78-79 ) : 
‘Om Namo  Bhagawate Raksoghnavisadaya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya 
Nivaraya Svaha Om’ are the following—28 letters of the Mantra as mentioned 
above in serial number (28) + OM at the end = 29 letters. 


(30) Thirty letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 80 ) : 
‘Ram Om Namo Bhagawaté Raksoghnavišadāya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya 
Nivaraya Svāhā Om’: monosyllable Ram + 29 letters of the Mantra described in 
verse no. 79 above = 30 letters. 


(31) Thirty-one letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse no. 80 ) : 
‘Ram Om Namo Bhagawaté Raksoghnavišadāya Sarvavighnantsamuccarya 
Nivāraya Svaha Om Ram’: 30 letters of the Mantra as described above + 
monosyllable ‘Ram’ at the end = 31 letters. 


(32) Thirty-two letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 81-82 ) : 

‘Ramabhadra Mahe$vasa Raghuvira Nrpottama Bho Dasasyantakasmakam 
Sriyam Dāpaya Dēhi Mē’: Ra + ma + bha + dra + Ma + hē + $và + sa + Ra + 
ghu + vi + ra + Nr + po + tta + ma + Bho + Da + Sa + sya + nta + ka + sma 
+ kam + Sri + yam + Da + pa + ya + Dé + hi + Mē = 32 letters. 


(33) The ‘Ram Gayatri Mantra’ :-- 
(a) Verse no. 86-87: 
‘Om Dasarathaya Vidmahe Sitavallabhaya Dhīmahi Tanno Ramah Pracodayat’ 
(b) Verse no. 88: 
*Hrim Klim Om Dasarathaya Vidmahé Sitavallabhaya Dhimahi Tanno Srim 
Ramah Pracodayat’ 
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(34) Forty-seven letter Mantra for Lord Ram (verse nos. 90-92 ) : 

*Om Namo Bhagawate Raghunandanaya Raksoghnavisadāya Madhurāya 
Prasannavadanaya Amitatejase Balaramaya Visnave Namah': Om + Na+ mo + Bha + ga 
+ wa + te + Ra + ghu + na + nda + nā + ya + Ra + kso + ghna + vi + $a + dā + ya 
+ Ma + dhu + rà + ya + Pra + sa + nna + va + da + nā + ya + A + mi + ta + te + ja 
+ sē + Ba + la + rā + mā + ya + Vi + sņa + vē + Na + mah =47 letters. 


(35) (a) Six letter Mantra for Sita (verse no. 94 ) : 
*Srim Sītāya Svaha' are the following— Srim + Si + tā + ya + Svā + ha = 6 letters. 


(35) (b) Six letter Mantra for Sita (verse nos. 95-96 ) : 
«Šrīm Sitaya Namah': Srim + Si +tā + ya + Na + mah=6 


(36) Mantra for Laxman (verse nos. 98-99 ): 
‘Lam Laksmanaya Namah’ 


(37) Mantra for Bharat (verse no. 100 ) : 
*Bham Bharataya Namah’ 


(38) Mantra for Shatrughan (verse no. 103 ) : 
‘Sham Shatrughanaya Namah’ 


(39) Mantra for Hanuman (verse nos. 105-106 ) : 
*Hrm Hanumate Namah’ 


FAR RR sese k k 


Chapter 3/Canto 3 


[This Canto describes how to construct and worship the worship instrument or apparatus, 
called the ‘Pooja Yantras’ or ‘Pooja Peeth', which is used as a Talisman or charm to 
worship and invoke the divine blessings of Lord Ram and seek his intercession to 
accomplish the desired results, and also to get protection from the Lord. The supernatural 
powers represented by the astounding forces of Nature are encrypted in the different Beej 
(or seed/root) Mantras which are incorporated in this Yantra. The Beej Mantra are 
syllables, individual letters or even monosyllabic words much like we have single 
alphabets or more than one alphabets representing different elements in the Periodic 
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Table—e.g. the single alphabets such as O for Oxygen, H for Hydrogen, N for Nitrogen, 
P for Phosphorous etc., and more than one alphabets such as Hg for mercury, Ag for 
silver, Au for gold, Fe for iron etc. In mathematics and physics, the different alphabets 
are used as symbols for other entities and factors that are either basic component of the 
entire setup or like force multipliers or enhancers. 

The worship instrument or apparatus can also be likened to an integrated circuit of 
an electronic instrument or electric gadget which has empowered man with astounding 
powers and potentials. But the powers of these electronic/electric apparatuses or 
instruments depend on the correct positioning of the respective components; otherwise 
they would be ineffective and even be disastrous. In other branches of science, for 
example chemistry and physics, different chemicals, physical elements, constants, 
equations and other factors are represented by alphabets and signs of the language. If 
even one alphabet or sign is wrongly placed, the entire apparatus or instrument becomes 
worthless. This fact is very evident in organic chemistry and mathematics. 

Therefore, the ‘Pooja Yantra’ or worship instrument or apparatus, when properly 
made and used, can prove to be the greatest boon that anyone can ever hope for. It has 
astounding mystical powers and potentials, and if used judiciously and correctly can 
empower the devotee with supernatural powers, enabling him to achieve astounding 
successes, both in the terms of material gain as well as in spiritual achievements. 

This Canto describes such an instrument, called *Ram Pooja Yantra'. It is chiefly 
used during formal forms of worship in which magical charms are used to invoke divine 
intercession for accomplishing stupendous tasks which are normally not possible for a 
human being. Besides describing the geometric pattern for constructing it, the Canto also 
simultaneously described how to worship it. 

It must be pointed out here that the original Sanskrit text of this Canto has a 
continuous narration, with neither verses nor paragraphs. But to facilitate understanding, I 
have sub-divided the entire Canto into smaller units, numbered according to the English 
alphabets A to J. 

Another interesting thing is that a similar instrument/apparatus has been described 
in Ram Purva Taponishad, also included in this volume, in its Canto 4. The 
instrument/apparatus described in this Canto by Hanuman is almost exactly the same as 
the one described in Ram Purva Taponishad, with some minor alterations or 
modifications which do not affect the overall structure of the instrument/apparatus even 
as different companies come out with different models and configurations of the basic 
instrument known as a computer, and all these computers work on same scientific 
principles and basic technology. 

In the present Canto 3 of this Upanishad, we find that Hanuman has described two 
versions of the worship instrument/apparatus. Both are equally effective. The first one 
described from sections A to G is a little bit more complicated as compared to its 
counterpart described in sections H to J.] 


TAGE FAA FTA TAS: | SITE Weser Wee Heri ĪSTĀ | STAM Sara | 
aA Vea) Am asi ziemai dee fed area dtsiteeumi WEW« 
ada md eats daft siaaa i! dad Mgergamgi worn 
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GET | SARIS VEGA | KK: HAT UT ow it: sft 
Sena Tear Venton careers) AUT ant gta! dglsmmmaci 
TRI | ORT STATA | 


sanakadya munayo hanumantam papracchuh / 

afijaneya mahabala pürvoktamantranam püjapithamanubrühiti / 
hanuman hovaca / 

ādau satkonam / tanmadhye ramabijam sasrīkam / 

tadadhobhage dvitiyantam sadhyam / bijordhvabhage sasthyantam sādhakam / 
par$ve drstibije tatparito jivapranasaktivasyabijani / 

tatsarvam sanmukhonmukhabhyam pranavabhyam vestanam / 
agnisasuravayavyapurahprsthesu satkonesu dirghabhanji / 
hrdayadimantrah kramena / 

ram rim rim raim raum rah iti dirghabhafiji tadyuktahrdayadyastrantam / 
satkonapar$ve ramāmāyābīje / konagre varaham humiti / 


tadbījāntarāle kāmabījam / parito vagbhavam / 


arate eat + quer ot U ys Nero! sada! yalad we cr sia Sa CRT, 
"TE sqm! SAM sf A- Yes Vea RIS. Sah erp div feudi st ds ome $ 
art area (eni st amis 2) at fedt fefe X feudi dims $ mu U (TH) 7 
am vest fefe À feudi wer Ha 4 ant sin sta- aa ae feudi mm did 
32 fei xeu ae da se SH 5 Si ou 4 oz X xo (mb d) a and fos 
HT 4 TU ot a foe aim 4 sm gu ae mgesier fedi sus wem SMT aN od 
TE) aa ae got few sum ant sik gadas U feudi 


[A.] Sages Sankaadi and others asked Hanuman, *Oh the brave son of Anjani! Be kind to 
tell us how the above Mantras are used to construct the ‘Pooja Peeth’, or the seat or altar 
where these Mantras are formally installed and then rituals performed so as to invoke 
their divine and mystical powers that empowers the aspirant to accomplish his desires’. 

Hanuman replied, *First draw a hexagon. At the centre of it (i.e. at the core of the 
hexagonal sketch), one should write the two Beej (seed/root monosyllable) Mantras 
‘Srim’ and ‘Ram’ standing for Shakti (the universal cosmic energy) and Lord Ram 
(personification of Brahm, the supreme transcendental Being) respectively. 

Below these two Beej Mantras, one should write the work that has to be 
accomplished (or the specific purpose for which the entire exercise is being undertaken) 
in the second case or inflexion of the Sanskrit grammar, called ‘Dwitiya Vibhakti’!’. 

['This is the objective case in English. For example, in the sentence ‘I eat a mango’, the 

word ‘mango’ is in the objective case. ] 
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The name of the aspirant should be written in the sixth case or inflexion of the 
Sanskrit grammar, called *Shasthi Vibhakti”” on the top of the Beej Mantras *Srīm Ram'. 
[This is the possessive case in English. For example, in the sentence ‘It is Ram's work’, 

the word *Ram's' is the possessive case.] 


On the four sides of the central Beej Mantra, one should write the Beej Mantras for 
Jiva (living being, creature), Pran (vital winds, the vital forces that sustain life in a living 
being, breath), Shakti (energy, potent, powers and strength), and Vashya (the power to 
control and command). 

The ethereal universal Beej Mantra *OM / Om' (which stands for the supreme Brahm) 
should be written on the top and the bottom. 

The six Beej Mantras that are used for doing Anga-Nyas (defined in Canto 2, verse 
nos. 10-11) on the heart and the various weapons of the warrior who is worshipping this 
Yantra are written clockwise in the following sequence at the six inside corners of the 
hexagon—‘ Ram’, ‘Rim’, ‘Rum’, ‘Raim’, ‘Raum’, and ‘Rah’. 

The two Beej Mantras for Ramaa (Goddess Laxmi, the divine consort of Lord 
Vishnu) and Maya (the cosmic power of creating delusions), which are respectively 
‘Stim’ and *Hrim', are written near the hexagon, outside each of its six faces. 

[That is, these two Beej Mantras are placed in pairs outside the enclosure of the hexagon, 

facing the lines of each side.] 


The Beej Mantra for the Varaaha God (i.e. the boar incarnation of Lord Vishnu), i.e. 
‘Hum’, is written opposite the six points of the hexagon. [Therefore, there would be six 
*Hum' words.] 

The Beej Mantra for Kaam (fulfillment of desires), i.e. ‘Klim’, is written in the space 
between all the six points of the hexagon and the Beej for Varaaha (‘Hum’) written 
opposite these points as described above. 

[That is, ‘Klim’ is placed mid-way between each of the six points of the hexagon and the 

point where ‘Hum’ has been written. Therefore, there would be six ‘Klim’ words.] 


Around this ‘Klim’, the Beej Mantra for Goddess Saraswati (the goddess of 
knowledge and learning; the Beej for the faculty of speech), i.e. ‘Aim’, is written. (A). 


ad wr AEG du ety TAG Aaah! ST Tee! 
TEAHUNTSTA | GREAT | TY «erg ARTA We: | queres TACT, Siete | 


tato vrttatrayam sastapatram / 
tesu dalesu svaranastavarganpratidalam malamanuvarnasatkam / 
ante paficaksaram / taddalakapolesvastavarnan / punarastadalapadmam / 


tesu dalesu narayanastaksaro mantrah / taddalakapolesu šrībījam / 
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fer scot at odd quem e sunu Hs cot K A x, wat (Bog qw 
Eat) 4 wa a, -i-uxosgiiugb-cpuum fous eo ow 
HIT (SR as ep feud (T Was HM)! ST A THER (TATU AG) fedi 

fpi STS AVIS HAS TW TW 3% TA ANAT, Ud zn aay 5f sie feudi 


[B.] After this, the first layer of three concentric circles should be drawn, and eight petals 
(representing the lotus flower) should be drawn on the outer perimeter of these group of 
circles. 

In these symbolic eight lotus petals, the letters of the vowels are to be written in a 
clockwise manner at the bottom end of each petal (i.e. at the base of the petals resting on 
the surface of the circle) such that one petal has one pair of the vowels of the Sanskrit 
alphabet. 


[That is, each petal would have two vowel alphabets. The pairs would be ‘A / 3T/’ and 
'Aa/ SIT/à A //'E/S/i T and 'Ee/ $/1T //‘U/3/uU and ‘Uu/ $/ü 

Ü' //*Ae/ V/ eE& and 'Ai/ Č/ai Al //, 'O / Bt /0O0 0, Au / if” // ‘Ang 

/ 31 [^] / Am’ and ‘Aha / 3: / Ay // ‘Ri / & / rR' and *Rii / / FR’ // and 
*Lri / $&/ IL and 'Lrii / €$/ TL] 

Next, above these vowels, the letters of the consonant of the Sanskrit language are to 

be written in such a way that each petal has one category of the consonant in it. 
[There are eight categories or sets or groups of consonants in the language, and each 


category is placed in one petal. The placement is done clockwise just above the vowels. 
Thus, the petals would have the following group of consonants— 


(1) The first group has the following consonants—'* / ka Kk; @ / kha Kh kh; 9T 

/ gaGg; 8 / ghaGh gh; $ /haN n ( «N/N^ G na nga Y; 
(2) The second group has the following consonants—*Y / ca C c; S / cha Ch 

ch { chha }; 9 /ja Jj; 8 /jhaJh jh; ST / RfaN fi ( n / JN Jfiana Y; 

(3) The third group has the following consonants—'€ /ta Tt; © /tha Th th; S 
/ daDd(Ddadaj; © / dha Dh dh; T / na N n’; 

(4) The fourth group has the following consonants—*d / ta Tt; ST / tha Th th; 
a /daDd; & / dhaDhdh;s / naN n; 

(5) The fifth group has the following consonants—'W / pa P p; F / pha Ph ph; v 
/ ba Bb; / bhaBh bh; A /maMm’; 

(6) The sixth group has the following consonants—'*T / ya Yy; X / raRr; T / 
la Ll; /la; d / vaVv(v/w v va/ way; 

(7) The seventh group has the following consonants—'9T / $a $ $ ( sh z ša 
sha/sa }; Y /saSs{ShSsasha};  /saSs; e / haH h'; and 
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(8) The eighth group has the following consonants which consists of mixed sounds 
formed by two consonants, hence called the *conjuncts' —:8T/ ksa x/ksh ksha/ksha; 


3/ tra Tra Tr tr; FT / Jfia / jfia'.] 


Now, at the top end of the first ring of the petals, inside each of the petals but above 
the consonant alphabets, the six lettered ‘Tarak Mantra’ (Ram Ramaya Namah; or Om 
Ramaya Namah) is written. 


Now, outside this first set of three rings and the eight petals surrounding them, another 
similar ring having three circles and eight petals are drawn. [That is, just outside the first 
layer of petals, another set of three concentric circles are drawn, and on the outer 
perimeter of this set, eight petals are drawn as was done in the previous case.] 

In each of the eight petals of this second ring (i.e. the second set of three concentric 
circle with eight lotus petals surrounding them), the eight-letter Mantra for Lord Vishnu, 
i.e. Om Namoh Narayanaya’ is written in a semi-circular form just inside the curved line 
of the lotus petals, and at the base of each of these petals is written the Beej Mantra for 
Shakti, which is ‘Srim’. (B) 


dl gu | Ae BIG | TY Sey SRISSBIGSITSRI HA: | Tec diet TEKA | 
(GT) | 


tato vrttam / tato dvādašadalam / 
tesu dalesu vāsudevadvādašāksaro mantrah / 


taddalakapolesvadiksantan / (adityan) 


fp qu 4 UT SN 22 Col A HAS, S4 WX 32 TH Wad snjgesn fod! fx aN T 
Hs qms AsSIHILTTITIAWVE &) fos 


[C.] Another larger ring (i.e. the third one) is made outside this above-mentioned second 
layer of lotus petals. This circle has twelve petals on its outer surface (dvadaSadalam). 
The alphabets of the twelve-lettered Mantra ‘om namoh bhagavate vasudevaya D> should 
be written clockwise, starting form the top (northern) petal in such a way that one 
alphabet of this Mantra is inside one petal. These alphabets are written inside the tip of 
the petals. 

[Since there are twelve petals and twelve alphabets in the Mantra, each petal would 

have one alphabet. | 


Now, the twelve representative letters of the different categories of the alphabets of the 
Sanskrit language are placed inside the each of these twelve petals, so that one petal has 
one alphabet”. these alphabets are written towards the base of the petals. 
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The Sanskrit alphabets that are to be written are the following—A / 3T / a (the first 
vowel pronounced as in son, along, bird; a man), E/$/i I (the third vowel pronounced 
as in if, nip), Oo / 3 / u U (the fifth vowel pronounced as in full, bull, wool), Ka / ® (the 
first consonant pronounced as in kerb, kernel), Cha / Ca / *T (the sixth consonant 
pronounced as in chain, champion), Tta € / ta T t (the eleventh consonant pronounced as 
in ten, too), Ta/d / ta T t (the sixteenth consonant pronounced as t-t in French), Pa / V 
(the twenty-first consonant pronounced as in purse, pulp), Ya / U (the twenty-sixth 
consonant pronounced as in yearn, year), Sha / 8T / $a (the thirtyeth consonant 
pronounced as in shawl), Ha / € (the thirty-third consonant pronounced as in hut, hung), 


and Ksha / 8T/ ksa x/ksh ksha/ksha (the thirty-fourth consonant which is a combination 


of ‘Ka’ and ‘Sha’), are placed at the top inside end of each of these ring of twelve petals”. 
['The Mantra ‘om namēh bhagavatē vāsudēvāya” has twelve letters or syllables as 
follows—om + na + moh + bha + ga + va + tē + và + su + dē + vā + ya = 12 
Ietters. 

"The alphabets have a symbolic meaning. Since they cover the entire spectrum of 
sound, they represent the entire creation from its beginning to its conclusion. Even as we 
select one sample to depict an entire class of a particular thing, e.g. we take a flowering 
tree to represent an entire class of the plant kingdom which bears flowers as opposed to 
those plants which do not bear flowers, these alphabets also act as symbols for all types 
of creatures in this creation. Further, since every force in Nature has been personified as a 
particular God, these alphabets also represent the authority, powers and potentials of all 
these Gods because these Gods do not exist outside the creation.] (C). 


IA FAL dd: Wee du wel E he NAMI TARAA ATS | 
aaa ufenwiei BUT e wb Ws WA sis 


tato vrttam / tatah sodašadalam / 

tesu dalesu hum phat natisahitarāmadvādašāksaram / 

taddalakapolesu mayabijam / 

sarvatra pratikapolam dviravrttya hram sram bhram bram bhramam $rum 


jram / 


FX FT TTR ATi SIR 26 WO HHS TTS! GMT Ta WX a3 GHI Mad TATU WU: E 
he SH LG BR AS TSH UH—UH STRE cop ART: fos U 4 a aa Wer (ED 
fedi taht rm uu odou uos wm gw fs (gu U wb cd WX um us STR Gl 
sm él) 
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[D.] Another circle is to be drawn outside this. This is the fourth ring. On the outer 
surface/side of this circle, sixteen petals (of the lotus flower) should be drawn 
(sodasadalam). The sixteen-lettered Mantra of Lord Ram, i.e. ‘om namoh bhagavaté 
candraya namah hum phat’, is written inside near the apex or tip of these petals in such 
a way that one petal has only one alphabet. 

[Since there are sixteen petals and sixteen letters or syllables in the Mantra, each petal 

would have one alphabet. 

'The sixteen letters of the Mantra ‘Om Namo Bhagawate Rama Candraya’ Hum 
Phat’ are the following—om + na + moh + bha + ga + va + tē + rà + ma + ca 
+ n + dra + ya + hum + pha + t= 16 letters.] 


At the base of each of these petals, the Beej Mantras for Maya, i.e. ‘Hrim’, is written. 
Then, the following Beej Mantras are written in pairs in the spaces between the lotus 
petals: ‘Hram’, ‘Sram’, ‘Bhram’, ‘Bram’, ‘Bhramam’, ‘Srum’, and ‘Jram’*. (D). 
[It is to be noted that these Beej Mantras have a total of eight syllables: Hram + 
Sram + Bhram + Bram + Bhra + mam + Srum + Jram. Hence, they are repeated 
to complete the circle which needs a total of sixteen letters. This system is called 
‘Aavriti’. That is, after the eighth Beej Mantra, which is ‘Jram’, the process is 
repeated once again so that the first Beej Mantra ‘Hram’ is written in the space 
between the eighth and the ninth petal, and the last Mantra ‘Jram’ is written between 
the sixteenth and the first petal.] 


qd qaa | dat SECIS] | Ay acr JEAN: | 
TETH NA ABACAPIAE SIMA: WAT TTL: HAT aga WR: | 


tato vrttam / tato dvātrimšaddalapadmam / 

tesu dalesu nrsimhamantrarajanustubhamanrah / 
taddalakapolesvastavasvekādašarudradvādašādityamantrāh 
pranavadinamontascaturthyantah krameņa / 


tadbahirvasatkaram paritah / 


fe ga Wr Ru cot sr muc «quiu R ge wa (sub ss XH aR 4 32 qui 
al Uh Us mu wp cot ux feud] HR STE ay, AEN ea, gem su Ñ ga Wer 
3 TA: CIT (22 TES, TH: Te A, Sha HD Gur mp aM) eu a age fash aw am 
fora | fux ga p ae ANT sm "wet feudi 


[E.] Then a larger ring is drawn. This would be the fifth one. On the outer perimeter of 
this ring are drawn thirty-two lotus petals (dvātrimšaddalapadmam). 

In each of these thirty-two petals, one letter of the thirty-two lettered dynamic Mantra 
dedicated to Lord Nrisingh (who was Lord Vishnu’s incarnation as the God who is half- 
lion and half-man) is to be written. 
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[This hymn of Lord Narsingh has been elaborately described in *Nirsingh Purva 
Tapiniopanishad, Canto 4, verse no. 14 belonging to the Atharva Veda tradition. The 
hymn of Lord Narsingh has thirty-two stanzas symbolising the Chanda called ‘Anushtup’ 
which has thirty-two letters, each symbolising one aspect of the cosmic energy, or one 
grand divine virtue for which Nrisingh God is famous. 

It is pertinent here to note that in ‘Ram Purva Tapiniopanishad’, Canto 4, verse no. 54, it 
has been stated that the Beej Mantra of Lord Nrisingh, which is ‘Ksraum’, is used instead of 
the thirty-two hymns.] 


Above these individual Mantras of the thirty-two letterd Mantra of the Nrisingh God 
placed in each petal, one alphabet symbolising the Beej Mantra of the following Gods, 
and representing their divine names, powers and potentials, is written. The Gods whose 
Beej Mantras are to be written here are the following—the eight Vasus!, the eleven 
Rudras”, and twelve Adityas”. 

[The total number of Beej Mantras of these gods would be: 8 Vasus 11 Rudras + 12 
Adityas — 31. Since there are thirty-two petals, the divine Beej Mantra for Brahm or 
Pranav, i.e. OM that also stands for cosmic sound representing Consciousness, is added at 
the beginning. Then, to each of these Mantras is added the word *Namah' indicating that 
the worshipper is bowing before the concerned god to pay his obeisance 
(pranavadinamontascaturthyantah). 

Finally, to complete the circle part of the finished worship instrument, the Beej 
Mantra ‘vasat’ is written in all the spaces between the petals of the outer ring, one Mantra 
in each space (tadbahirvasatkāram paritah). [Since there are a total of thirty-two petals, 
there would be equal number of this Beej Mantra.] 

This outer ring consisting of thirty-two petals is enclosed by drawing another circle 
around it in such a way that it touches the tip of all the petals as it goes around. [E]. 


Uf we examine the construction of these circles or rings around the central hexagon, 
along with the lotus petals that are drawn along the perimeter of a given ring and 
touching the inner surface of the immediate outer ring, we have essentially a circular 
diagram that consists of the following:-- 

(a) The core consisting of a hexagon, with equilateral triangles on each of its six 
sides. 

(b) There are a total of six rings; the first and the second rings have three concentric 
circles each, and the remaining four rings have one circle each, with the sixth one being 
the outer-most enclosure or ring. 

(c) The first and the second rings of three circles each have eight lotus petals around 
them; the third ring has twelve petals; the fourth ring has sixteen petals, and the fifth ring 
has thirty-two petals around it. The sixth ring enclosed the final structure. 

Beyond this, as we shall read below in the following verses, is the square part of the 
worship instrument, called the ‘Bhupur’. The finished diagram looks something like a 
circular pyramid or a cone with five circular levels depicting lotus petals, and a circular 
base (which is the sixth ring). 

This cone or circular pyramid is erected on a sqare ground, and this ground is 
surrounded on its four sides with a three-layered wall, each side having a doorway or 
gate. 
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The finished structure is called the ‘Bhupur Yantra’: the mystically empowered 
worship instrument that is believed to be energized by the dynamic forces of Nature 
present in all their strength in the form of their Beej Mantras. Refer paragraph no. ‘F’ 
herein below.) 


[The eight Vasus according to Purans are the following—Dhruv, Dhar, Som, Aapha, 
Anil, Anal, Pratush, and Prabhas. 

"The eleven Rudras are the various manifestations of Lord Shiva. They are the 
following--(1) Mannu, (ii) Manu, (iii) Mahinas, (iv) Mahaan, (v) Shiva, (vi) Ritdwaj, (vii) 
Ugrareta, (viii) Bhav, (ix) Kaal, (x) Vamdeo, and (x1) Dhritvrat. The eleven Rudras 
appear in Rig Veda 1/43/1, and Taiteriya Brahmin 3/4/9/7. They are regarded as the 
father of the Wind God or the Maruts (Rig Veda, 2/33/1). The word Rudra means one 
who is angry, terrible and wrathful. Amongst the Rudras, Lord Shiva is regarded as the 
most senior and enlightened. 

The eleven Rudras according to Vishnu Puran (1/1/15) are the following—Har, 
Bahuroop, Trayambak, Aparajeet, Shambhu, Vrishakapi, Kapardi, Raivat, Mrigvyadh, 
Sharva, and Kapaali. 

?The twelve Adityas are the various manifestations of the Sun God. According to 
Vishnu Puran, the twelve Adityas are the following—Dhata, Arayma, Mitra, Varun, 
Ansha, Bhug, Indra, Vivaswan, Pusha, Parjanya, Twashta, and Vishnu.] 


qA aagi YT! BIT ITALIA | agra estera | 
ARa atrasta | Ka Gat TAS HRG Wl 


tato rekhātrayayuktam bhūpuram / 
dvādašadiksu ra$yadibhüsitam / astanagairadhisthitam / 
caturdiksu nārasimhabījam / vidiksu vārāhabījam / 


etatsarvatmakam yantram sarvakamapradam moksapradam ca / 


di ter TOT Spr (Ga) TATA! sub UM, STE am, ant sm afae sper (en, ah fedi 
sib meS (d) fos se wer cw seme wp Tp aver Wem Alay v 


[F.] Outside the above circular structure, a boundary wall of three parallel lines is drawn. 
This is called a ‘Bhupur Yantra''*. It is roughly in the form of a square. [See the 
concluding part of paragraph no. ‘E’ herein above.] 
[The word ‘Bhu’ means land or earth, while ‘Pur’ means a city. Hence, this 
boundary acts like the outer ramparts of the fort in which the Emperor is seated. The 
Emperor is ‘Ram’, i.e. Lord Ram, and his Empress is ‘Srim’, or Sita. 
*The Bhupur Yantra has been elaborately described in Ram Purva Tapiniopanishad, 
Canto 4, verse no. 53-54.] 


The twelve signs of the Zodiac are placed in such a way that three of them appear at each 
inside corner of the Bhupur Yantra. [4 corners x 3 signs = 12 Zodiac signs.] 
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[The twelve signs of the Zodiac are the following—Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, 
Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces. The zodiac is the belt or 
band of constellation of stars through which the Sun, the Moon and the planets move across 
the sky. The twelve signs of the zodiac represent the twelve constellations considered 
important by astrologers who were ancient astronomers as well as mathematicians. The 
twelve cycles of the moon coinciding with the twelve months of the year consisting of one 
solar cycle was the reason why the figure ‘twelve’ was chosen because the Sun and the Moon 
were central to astrological calculations. | 


This Bhupur Yantra has four doorways or gateways. There are eight legendary snakes to 
protect them. Each gateway has one Beej Mantra of one of the legendary snakes called 
the ‘Naagas’ on either side of it. [4 gateways x 2 Beej Mantras for the legendary snakes = 
8 Beej Mantras. ] 
[The eight Legendary serpents are the following—Anant, Vasuki, Takshak, Karkotak, 
Padma, Mahapadma, Shankha, and Kulik. ] 


The Beej Mantra for Nrisingh God, i.e. ‘Ksraum’, is to be written in the four directions 
(i.e. north, east, south and west), while the Beej Mantra for Varaaha God, i.e. ‘Hum’, is to 
be written in the four corners (1.e. north-east, south-east, south-west and north-west). 

This last Mantra (i.e. the Beej Mantra for Varaaha) fulfills all the desires of the 
aspirant along with providing him with Mukti (liberation and deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation). 

[Since there are four gates or doorways in this Bhupur Yantra, one on each side, 
the Beej Mantras for Nirsigh God and Varaaha God are written on either side of each of 
these four gates.] (F). 


VARMA Tat) TMH Haft VARĀ Ue Wad ast! 
YAAA: VAT Gla: | ACA STICHTEITSRUT | Ted mese un | fadrameerqet 
TATA | A SACS | BIRSTE | MISE, AETR | 
SIERU YAMA | TRIAS | refe SITIS UT | verear A TA | 


ekaksaradinavaksarantanametadyantram bhavati / 

taddasavaranatmakam bhavati / satkonamadhye sangam raghavam yajet / 
satkonesvangaih prathama vrtih / astadalamule atmadyavaranam / 
tadagre vasudevadyavaranam / dvitiyastadalamule ghrstyadyavaranam / 
tadagre hanumadadyavaranam / dvadasadalesu vasisthadyavaranam / 
sodasadalesu niladyavaranam / dvātrimšaddalesu dhruvadyavaranam / 
bhüpurantarindradyavaranam / tadbahirvajradyavaranam / 


evamabhyarcya manum japet // 
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TAR WF Ae Hep Wen ga ED und Q0 43 4 STIR STRUD Vm vid 1 Tea 
d; m ag tat wea Wea wa St TS Gd WE TTA È sew 4 YG d ape 
aR samt 81 fx aged enfe Smau e) cui seo 43 qo d fs enfe ana, smi 
eju aÈ smear, %2 wat wx afro anfe stam, sem co wx Ae ane saw, 33 
«ol wr Ya smfe STU, YR È WA mx AE saw, sas TR GNI GG sm g 
STR, "TE AAT TT SAAN TT DUCI È Te TA SW GT afew waren À 
darem Fat at ae fafü či 


[G.] This Pooja Yantra and its seat or altar, called the ‘Peeth’, is used to worship Lord 
Ram and his other manifestations as well as his ardent followers and devotees who had 
helped the Lord during his incarnation as a human to slay the evil demon king of Lanka, 
Ravana, who epitomized all the evil, sinful and pervert forces of Nature which had almost 
eclipsed those that were auspicious, righteous, noble and virtuous. Various Mantras are 
used for this purpose, such as the Mantra of one letter, i.e. ‘Raan(g)/Raam’ (mentioned in 
verse no. | of Canto 2 of this Upanishad) till the Mantras having nine letters (mentioned 
in verse no. 64-65 of Canto 2). 

When the aspirant properly activates this worship Talisman, all the different 
Gods, devotees and followers of Lord Ram make it their responsibility to ensure that the 
worshipper is given due protection. 

The protective shield or covering that they provide him is called the ‘Aavaran’. 
[The word ‘Aavaran’ leterally means a coveing or veil that covers anything from all 
sides.] The different circles or rings where the different Beej Mantras are placed are like 
the various protective rings around the worshipper, and that is why the worship of these 
rings and their Mantras is called the ‘Aavaran Pooja’. 

This worship is actually invoking of the various stupendous dynamic forces of 
Nature personified as different Gods, and as the different devotees and followers of Lord 
Ram who are no less powerful than the Gods, to help the worshipper, who himself is a 
great devotee of Lord Ram, to accomplish all his wishes and to give him due protection. 

From the physical perspective, the instrument/apparatus resembles a fort where 
Lord Ram, the Emperor, is seated in his palace in the central citadel represented by the 
centrally-placed hexagon. Each ring or circle of petals having the Beej Mantras 
represents the various protective rings of walls and ramparts of this symbolic fort, with 
guards and attendants of the Lord who are represented by the different Beej Mantras. 
They not only guard the fort for the Lord but also ensure that all devotees who have 
sought the refuge of the Lord are given shelter and protection in this fort. This is the 
symbolism of this fort-like Pooja Yantra. 

When the worshipper uses this instrument/apparatus, he is not only sincerily and 
devotedly requesting Lord Ram to be pleased with him but also extending the same 
request to the Lord’s other devotees to include him in their ranks and give him their 
protection and blessing. He beseeches them to let him have access not only to this 
symbolic mystical fort of the Lord but also to the inner chambers of the palace of the 
Lord so that he can come directly in contact with his Lord and have access to the Lord’s 
bountiful treasury of munificence and benevolence. 

It ought to be noted here that it is not that the worshipper hasn’t had any access to 
Lord Ram previously—for when he had started worhipping the Lord through this Pooja 
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Yantra where the Beej Mantra for Ram and Sita, i.e. "Raan(g)/Raam” and 'Srin(g)/Srim* 
are located at the core of the hexagon, he had already gained direct access to the Lord 
because for two reasons—one, the very construction of the Pooja Yantra starts from the 
center by placing this Beej Mantra of the Lord, and second, the process of worship itself 
is started form the central hexagon and then proceeded outwards. Therefore, it is 
established that the worshipper has already had a direct access to Lord Ram and has 
already received the Lord's blessings. But it is expected of him to follow custom and 
observe curtesy and decency by showing his respects to other Gods and devotees of the 
Lord who are in attendance. It is essential to keep the Emperor's courtiers and attendants 
in good humour; so it becomes prudent and absolutely essential for him to worship the 
various Gods and attendants of the Lord who are represented by the different Beej 
Mantras in the various circles of the worship instrument/apparatus. 

For the purpose of worship, Mantras having one letter to those having nine letters 
are used. First, the main Pooja Yantra is worshipped. The process of worshipping starts at 
the center of the hexagon and then progresses outwards, worshipping each layer of petals 
in succession. 

So, to start with, at the central point, 1.e. at the center of the hexagon, Lord 
Raghav (Ram) is to be worshipped. This is the first ‘Aavaran’! or protective ring or 
shield. 

[The word Aavaran means a protective ring, a covering, a screen, a shield, an 

encircling wall or ring, an obstruction. As we have seen in the above discussion, here 

in ritualistic forms of worship this term applies to the worship of different Gods 

whose Beej Mantras are used to construct the instrument, and whose divine 

intercession is sought by the aspirant for his protection and successful completion of 

his desires.] 


At the base of the first ring of eight petals, the forces of Nature which are worshipped as 
the second ‘Aavaran’ to give the worshipper their protection, are the Atma (the universal 
Soul which is pure consciousness) and Vasudeo (one of the thousand names of Lord 
Vishnu, the cosmic sustainer and protector, and so-called as he is the Lord of all the eight 
Vasus which are the essential assets provided by Nature for sustainance of life in this 
creation). 

At the base of the second ring of eight petals, Ghristi and others are worshipped as 
the third *Aavaran'. 

Hanuman and other devotees are worshipped as the fourth *Aavaran' at the base 
of the third ring having eight petals. 

In the twelve petals, sage Vashistha and others are worshipped as the fifth 
* Aavaran'. 

Similarly, in the sixteen petals, Neel (one of the chief monkey warriors and one of 
the two architects of the bridge that Lord Ram had built to cross over the ocean to Lanka) 
and others are worshipped as the sixth ‘Aavaran’. 

In the thirty-two petals, Dhruv (one of the greatest devotees of the Lord and who 
is eternally present in the sky as the polar star, called the ‘Dhruv’ star), and others are 
worshipped as the seventh * Aavaran'. 

[Till now, the main instrument/apparatus was worshipped. Now the outer 
boundary, called the ‘Bhupur’, is worshipped.] The king of Gods, ie. Indra, is 
worshipped inside the boundary of the Bhupur, the peripheral three-lined wall 
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representing the outer walls of the fort, while his weapon, the Vajra, is worshipped 
outside the boundary wall. 

The above process described in this section is called *Aavaran Pooja”. Once this is 
finished, the aspirant devotee should do Japa (repetition of holy Mantras) of the Lord's 
Mantra having one to nine letters. (G). 

[The above section describes the worship of Lord Ram's Mantras having one to nine 

letters, and the magical charm instrument/apparatus, the Talisman, used for this 

purpose.] 


aa GSTTRRIÍGSTEISTRSRT«TT-I AAT GATS AA | SST VETO | TA Ta | 
AT ATI | We AAAA | dd: RB Aare SER | eA 
FSR TPA | qenterg STATS | prora sere | 


atha dasaksaradidvatrimsadaksarantanam mantranam püjapithamucyate / 
adau satkonam / tanmadhye svabījam / tanmadhye sadhyanamani / 
evam kāmabījavestanam / tatah Sistena navarnena vestanam / 

satkonesu sadangānyagnīšāsuravāyavyapūrvaprsthesu / 

tatkapolesu $rimaye / konagre krodham / 


ag eR Xp 32 sent H melt at pits aad 81 wes Vea, fux Ha wp dy, mem 
Ñ ma (fed gg) wr wm, sah art si atmest Goh), ft at smi 4 Wow m 
STA ant ST, fbr & SM WX MIRI Wo& HA Us Up oc ATT, SM, afar, Spe 
an qd at ain feudi men of x, fe lu wer @) m g wx Up amt fos 


[H.] [Now, the method of worship of the Lord's Mantras having ten right up to thirty-two 
letters is being described, along with the magical charm instrument/apparatus, the 
Talisman, needed for this purpose.] 

First the hexagon is made. At its center, the two Beej Mantras ‘Srim’ and ‘Ram’ 
are written in such a way that the work to be accomplished or the objective to be 
achieved is written in between them. 

Surrounding them, the Beej Mantra for Kaam (invocation of divine intercession 
for accomplishment of desired results and fulfillment of wishes), i.e. ‘Klim’, is written. 
After this, the nine letters of the nine-letter Mantra are written within the hexagon in 
order to encircle the above configuration of Beej Mantras. 

The six Beej Mantras used to do Anga-Nyas as described in section D above are 
placed at the six inside corners of the hexagon. 

[These Beej Mantras are ‘Hram’, ‘Sram’, ‘Bhram’, ‘Bram’, ‘Bhramam’, ‘Srum’, 

and ‘Jram’.] 


On the outer side of each surface of the hexagon, the Beej Mantras ‘Srim’ and ‘Hrim’ are 
written. The Beej Mantra for ‘Krodh’ (anger and symbolising Rudra, one of the 
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manifestations of Lord Shiva), i.e. ‘Kram’, is written outside the hexagon opposite its six 
cornerss (H). 


IA FAA | ASE | qu wer Were ATCT | quere ders BST T: | dl FAA | 
«erf anfaam«a | agfesi qc aes | fap ARY ARTHGARTĒ | UAT | 


tato vrttam / 

tato'stadalam / tesu dalesu satsamkhyaya malamanuvarnan / 
taddalakapolesu sodaša svarah / 

tato vrttam / 

tatparita adiksantam / tadbahirbhüpuram sāstasūlāgram / 
diksu vidiksu narasimhavarahe / 

etanmahayantram / 


fx qu gadi da Seem TATA wd WX mu Ū & gl wp Hop oW oR (Um M & 
STR), T HBR 48 TR (aT: Tse GEM: MeS sue AJR AE 3 U SB, 
Sm $ mox, x, v, V, ATER fast : sme 24 vex $) fom afer fee quom art 
Mata wen wt fedi TA WH TH sms aft alec fura, fees d wem art 
WV bd feat R WERT GR TTT «1 


[I.] Now one circle is drawn around the hexagon. Eight petals are made on this circle. At 
the base of these eight petals, the forty-seven lettered ‘Mala Mantra’ of Lord Ram! is 
written is such a way that one petal has only six letters. [This means that the Mantra 
would be evenly spread across the eight petals, with each petal having six letters?.] 
[This forty-seven letter Mantra is mentioned in Canto 2, verse no. 90-92. It is ‘Om 
Namo Bhagawate Raghunandanaya Raksoghnavišadāya Madhurāya 
Prasannavadanaya Amitatejasē Balaramaya Visnave Namah’. This is also called the 
‘Mala Mantra’. 
"Since this Mantra has only forty-seven letters, therefore when six letters are written 
on each petal, the last would have only five letters. The deficiency is made good by 
adding OM to this last petal. 8 petals x 6 letters = 48 (47 + 1) letters. These letters have 
been described distinctly in note to verse no. 90-92 of canto 2 of this Upanishad.] 


At the upper end of the eight petals, the sixteen letters of the Sanskrit vowels are written 
in such a way that each of the eight petals has two alphabets. 


[The sixteen letters of the vowels are the following— 3T / a A; 3T / ā A; $/i I; $/iI; 
3/uU; $/üU; T/e ES t/ai Ai; 31/0 O 6; 3i / au Au; T [^] / Am; I: / Ah; K / 
FR — rRri/RiR ri/ri ; s / ER (C RR RRI/ RI ri/ri 3; &/. IL (IRLLi/ Li; IE 
(ILLI / LI IRR }.] 
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Outside the ring of petals, the alphabets of the Sanskrit language are written in a circle 
around it so that they form a girdle. 

The ‘Bhupur’, i.e. the outer periphery wall of the instrument/apparatus, has four 
symbolic doorways or gateways. On each side of these gate/doorways, the Beej Mantras 
for the eight Vasus, including Shiva, are written as a holy Talisman. [Refer section F.] 

The Beej Mantra for Nrisingh God, i.e. ‘Ksraum’, is to be written in the four 
directions (i.e. north, east, south and west), while the Beej Mantra for Varaaha God, i.e. 
‘Hum’, is to be written in the four corners (i.e. north-east, south-east, south-west and 
north-west). 

This completes the construction of the Yantra (worship instrument/apparatus). (I). 


MATA SAMA SA | ST: WIA fd: HE VAL! ATT STAT depu: MS SK TI 
asm erected | yeaMfeqdaeam | sgfefiaqedt! anes: cat 
Kad gde SMe wr 1 


fa mee AE Tatas ears: 11311 


ādhārašaktyādivaisņavapītham / 

angaih prathama vrtih / madhye ramam / vamabhage sitam / 

tatpuratah sarngam $aram ca / astadalamūle hanumadadidvitiyavaranam / 
ghrstyaditrtiyavaranam / indradibhiscaturthi / vajradibhih paficami / 


etadyantraradhanapürvakam dasāksarādimantram japet // 


iti ramarahasyopanisadi tritio'dhyayah // 3 // 


emu waa, sora Ws at aai ast ufeg wp sta Ñ, meu How, snb dir, UTT 
mE wT ak wm ped fede d aaa safe, ada Ñ gfe smfe, agf d zu 
ame fers, tad Ù ag ane ange at sm mci V ae te Wem uere db ti fü 
WT À ads sent e Web K U atte M3 eer og fear sms afer 


menie Taras srqm Yor gT 


[J.] Now the process of worshipping the various ‘Aavarans’ is being described. [Refer 
section G above.] The first Aavaran consists of Lord Ram at the centre, Sita to his left, 
his weapons, the bow and the arrow, in the front, and the different manifestations of the 
divine Goddess represented by the Beej Mantras placed at the six inside corners of the 
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hexagon, as well as on the outer side of the six surfaces and at the six angles of the 
hexagon as described in section H above. 

The second Aavaran consist of Hanuman and others. 

The third Aavaran consists of Ghristi and others. 

The fourth Aavaran consists of Indra, the king of Gods, and other Dikpals 
(custodians of the world). 

The fifth Aavaran consists of the weapon of Indra, the Vajra, and other weapons. 

When one worships each of these elements of the worship instrument/apparatus, it 
is deemed to have been properly worshipped. 

Finally, the worshipper or aspirant who has started this worship for fulfillment of 
certain desire or wish should do Japa (repetition of holy Mantras) using all the Mantras 
that start with ten letters and go up to the Mantra having thirty-two letters. (J). 


Thus ends Canto 3 of Ram Rahasya Upanishad. 
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Chapter 3/Canto 4 


Tae Fa SA VAS: ! SM qenufaiagqgeal era fu 
Prana wargernente ye | AAA WTAE Sawa Wa ar |1 1 11 


sanakadya munayo hanumantam papracchuh / 


Sriramamantranam pura$caranavidhimanubrühiti / 
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hanümanhovaca / 
nityam trisavanasnāyī payomūlaphalādibhuk / 


athava payasaharo havisyannada eva va // 1// 


Trae aa 4 SAM sf up qer— sm. KR Fat um OUT up few sass | SAL 
ot 4 ama- fre Deere HM wd qu Uo qe ale Ais gi Haw qH et tdi STHS 
"rx STEP WD St WISI RI IR II 


1. Great sages and seers, such as Sankadi etc., enquired from Hanuman, *Please tell us the 
proper way to accept these different Mantras of Lord Ram for the purpose of doing 
formal religious rituals during sacrifices, as well as for the purpose of doing Japa 
(repetition of the holy Mantras) for achieving success in specific objectives." 

Hanuman replied, *One should take the purifying bath three times a day. One 
should eat only fruits and edible roots, and drink milk; or one should eat only those 
cereals that are offered to a sacred fire during a fire sacrifice (i.e. rice, wheat, millet, 
barley etc.) (1). 


"eds wer: verre wet patatas SAAT SS: vifa: 112 11 
PT serat PTA TS APA | ATT SST AUT: 11 3 01 


sadsaisca parityaktah svasramoktavidhim caran / 
vanitadisu vakkarmamanobhirnihsprhah šucih // 2// 
bhūmisāyī brahmacari niskamo gurubhaktiman / 


snanapüjajapadhyanahomatarpanatatparah // 3// 


Ad site fre amem H wp sur at fate ar Male aed gd erp 4 & K HT CUDT Gl 
cl ant mor d ot da d zr eeu TA KI qe UH amem wr, ed wi ubi GIO, 
ama ted, THI AR AR TST WU, SUDO, ER, TIT H ew WI 1—3 


2-3. One should strictly follow the codes of conduct sanctified for the ‘Ashram’ (the 
phase of life), such as the Brahmacharya Ashram, to which the aspirant / worshipper 
belongs’. During this period, he should abstain from such allurements of the senses as the 
desire to eat tasty things, and restrict himself to plain and bland diet. 

The aspirant / worshipper should observe strictest codes of self-discipline, and 
remain steadfast in them. He should remain aloof from and indifferent towards all 
worldly attachments and involvements involving any kind of indulgence on the part of 
his faculty of speech, his organs of action and perceptions, and his mind and intellect. 
That is, he should strive to remain pure and free from all sorts of corrupting worldly 
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influences which might affect him, that might tarnish his mind and spirit, and generally 
act as a severe drag on his spiritual progress. 

He should have firm faith in his Guru (moral teacher and preceptor). He should 
sleep on the ground and be without any worldly longings, yearnings, aspirations, hopes, 
expectations and desires whatsoever. 

He should be diligent towards his spiritual aim by strictly following the principles 
of Brahmacharya, and observing its strict codes of conduct. He should be particular in 
observing such religious norms as taking purification baths, doing formal worship and 
spending his time in Dhyan (meditation, contemplation), doing of Japa (repetition of holy 
Mantras), performing Hom (fire sacrifices) and offering Tarpan (oblations and libations 
to the Gods and spirits of dead ancestors to invoke their blessings) (2-3). 

[Note—'The life of a Hindu has been divided into four sections called Ashrams. The first 
is called Brahmacharya Ashram when he is a student and observes strict norms of self 
discipline, spending his time in studying under the guidance of a wise teacher. The 
second phase 1s called Grihasta Ashram when he marries and enters the householder's 
life. After fulfilling his obligations towards his family, he takes to the Vanprastha 
Ashram when he leaves direct involvement in worldly affairs and instead moves out of 
the house to go on long pilgrimages. In early times, he used to head for the forest, but it 
might not be practical in modern times. The last phase is called Sanyas Ashram when he 
totally renounces the world and its attachments, and prepares for his exit from this world. 
He is ordained to spend this phase doing meditation, contemplation and studying of the 
scriptures in order to inculcate a sense of realisation of the falsehood of this material 
world which is perishable, and the truth about the immortality of the Atma which is the 
pure self.] 


TRUE RATA: | TASES MTT TT: | | 4 1 
draftā! HT Taare Pare | AMA KAT TATA TATA | 5 1 


gurüpadistamargena dhyayanramamananyadhih / 
suryendugurudipadigobrahmanasamipatah // 4// 
$riramasannidhau mauni mantrarthamanucintayan / 


vyaghracarmasane sthitva svastikadyasanakramat // 5// 


qe cb fat & agm sea Ū MD tae ZR ot mw A ci) Woe aia 
fra), pia 4 T At R dm 4 gs ng wp sm ferr mud 
gu Wh KIA c x osmep cu vafer R sea Far d SS ww 


4-5. The aspirant / worshipper should follow the instructions of his Guru (moral preceptor 
and teacher) and divert his mind away from the world, from remaining engrossed in the 
sense objects of this material world, and instead concentrate it on doing meditation upon 
Lord Ram. 

He should remain in the company of his Guru and a lighted lamp (both 
symbolising his eagerness to remain close to a source of light representing knowledge 
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that can dispel the darkness of his ignorance) as well as of a cow and a Brahmin (both of 
whom are regarded as sacred and holy entities, thereby signifying his sincere wish to 
remain in the company of holy fellow beings, instead of sinful and pervert people). 

He should sit with a composed mind, silently and calmly, before Lord Ram (i.e. 
mentally remain focused on the Lord's image, and be free from all sorts distractions), 
contemplating upon the Lord's sublime form as well as deeply pondering upon the 
meaning of his powerful divine Mantras. 

He should sit in the ‘Swastik Aasan" posture on a lion's skin for the purpose of 
doing meditation and repetition of the Mantras (4-5). 

[Note—'The sitting posture called Swastik Aasan is one in which a person 
sits cheerfully in an erect position, with the sole of one foot lying against 
the center of the thigh of the opposite leg. Refer Trishikhi Brahmin 
Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, in its Canto 2, verse no. 35.] 


qerdraresmsftganqenfaepeeret | TAKTS OST TAI | 1 6 11 
FIGHT Fat AAA HS AU snered qur WIS SGRRCIBERH |1 7 11 


tulasīpārijātasrīvrksamūlādikasthale / 
padmaksatulasikastharudraksakrtamalaya // 6// 
matrkamalaya mantri manasaiva manum japet / 


abhyarcya vaisnave pithe japedaksaralaksakam // 7// 


goi-mai qa xol ur wy saan unns Gem, god ur ware IST U 
wen ufeg eps eum AIR! une ww 3a l a m fet semt a Sq] we 
TT FPA R GATT Hm ÈI d&—G 


6-7. The aspirant worshipper should sit under or near a Tulsi tree (the Basil plant), or a 
Parijaat tree (the night Jasmine plant) or a Bel tree (the wood apple plant). 

For the purpose of doing Japa (repetition of holy Mantras), one should use a 
rosary made up of beads using the seeds of the Kamal (lotus) plant, the wood of the Tulsi 
(basil) plant, or the seeds of the Rudraksha plant (the tree called elcocarpus ganitrus). 

While doing Japa or repeating the holy Mantras of Lord Ram, one should include 
the Beej names (i.e. the seed or root words) of the different divine Mothers'. 

The best way to do Japa is mental (i.e. silently and without any verbal fuss). The 
number to times the selected Mantra is to be repeated depends upon the number of letters 
in it. For each letter, the number of prescribed times is one lakh. Therefore, the repetition 
is to be done for as many lakhs of times as they are number of letters in the Mantra. [That 
is, suppose the Mantra selected for doing Japa has two letters then the Mantra is to be 
repeated for two lakh times.] (6-7). 

[Note—'The Beej Mantras for the cosmic Mothers who represent different forces of 

Nature, and how to use them with Mantras for Lord Ram have been explained in 

Canto 2, verse nos. 17-18. For example, the seed/root Mantra for cosmic Shakti or 
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energy behind the creation, sustenance, protection and annihilation of creation is 
'Srm', for Maya (the cosmic deluding powers of Brahm) it is *Hrim', for Saraswati 
(the Goddess of knowledge and learning as well as of speech and wisdom) is ‘Aim’, 
for Kaam (worldly desires and passions) it is ‘Klim’, and so on and so forth.] 


THATS WATT: | PRATT STSIERTESTISTI: 11 8 01 


tarpayettaddasamSena pāyasāttaddasāmšatah / 


juhuyadgoghrtenaiva bhojayettaddasamSatah // 8// 


TT wi Te Wed GSN WH OMT ES VA HD ga Ub mum AITU egg wg SUD WU, 
SoH SMM ASA, SAAT SMM TANT ASA GT afew d£ did 


8. After the completion of repetition of the Mantra, the aspirant worshipper should do the 
fire sacrifice. The number of offerings of milk or clarified butter that are to be made to 
the sacred fire using the same Mantra would be one tenth of the number of times the 
Mantra was repeated during the process called Japa. [That is, if the Mantra was repeated 
for two lakh times, then one tenth of it is twenty thousand. Hence, the number of 
offerings should be twenty thousand. 1 lakh = 1,00,000.] 

One tenth of the number of offerings is counted for making oblations and 
libations to the Gods while repeating the same Mantra. One tenth of this number is used 
for cleaning and purification by offering water to the chosen deity while repeating the 
same Mantra. 

Finally, one tenth of this number is counted for feeding a particular number of 
Brahmins (8). 

[Note—Suppose the Mantra has two letters. For example, if the two letter Mantra 

‘Ram’ (Ra + Ma = 2) is selected for worship, then it has to be repeated for 2 x 

1,00,000 — 2,00,000 times. The number of offerings to be made to the sacred fire pit 

is 1/10 of it, 1.e. 20,000 times. The number of oblations and libations made to Gods 

would be 1/10 of 20,000 = 2000 times. The number of times washing and sprinkling 

of water would be 1/10 of 2000 — 200 times. Finally, the number of Brahmins to be 

fed would be 1/10 of 200 = 20.] 


qd: Tate AKTI fafrerentq | da: SAM siepe STRIP: 1 9 1 


tatah puspanjalim mülamantrena vidhivaccaret / 


tatah siddhamanurbhütva jivanmukto bhavenmunih // 9// 


fi qo e U fafüsq poate zar afer zu yer wa fn à oe è SR sm 
SRE À STAT ÈI Is 
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9. Then flowers should be duly offered with the greatest of reverence to the worshipped 
deity (here Lord Ram) with the aid of the basic Mantra used for such worshipping. [That 
is, the Mantra should be recited while offering flowers to the deity.] 

By strictly observing the above steps during the process of repeating the Mantra 
and worshipping the chosen deity, i.e. Lord Ram in this case, the Mantra, possessing 
inherent supernatural powers which were hitherto dormant in it, now becomes effective. 
As a consequence, the worshipper becomes *Jivan Mukta', 1.e. he is liberated from the 
limiting fetters of this body and achieves dynmic strength and supernatural powers which 
enable him to accomplish those feats which he couldn't imagine with his physical gross 
body (9). 


sī Taa gi aayita | Uehy a epi WT A dzī 11 10 11 
Ta diegi TAN: aci Alera: | Ue Saad Ai RAATIRA I 11 11 


animadirbhajatyenam yünam varavadhūriva / 
aihikesu ca karyesu mahapatsu ca sarvada // 10// 
naiva yojyo ramamantrah kevalam moksasadhakah / 


aihike samanuprapte mam smaredramasevakam // 11// 


gar sp sd STH ay red @ set yer sift ane fata wen at ora at sd ZI 
fey hus angl at fats & feu a amat fram 4 few TW Ha a yam HoT 
stat xéb e, hp ae xm feu $ sem s m3 BM Gun afew ufe wats ar fas 
FA CD Ta a Wa X Aah FS SAM Ht GOT HET feud IRo? ll 


10-11. Even as an excellent bride-to-be wishes to have an excellent groom for herself, all 
the different ‘Siddhis’ such as Anima’ etc. are easily made accessible to the worshipper 
who follows the rules of worship as outlined in this Upanishad. But it is not advisable to 
employ the stupendous potentials and powers of the great ‘Ram Mantra’ to achieve 
worldly gains and fulfill worldly ambitions, and neither is it desirable to use it to deflect 
or dispel worldly miseries and troubles. It should be invoked only for the purpose of 
attaining ‘Moksha’ (i.e. for achieving success in breaking free from the shackles that tie 
the man to this entrapping mortal world of falsehoods and delusions, thereby helping him 
to be delivered from their eternal torments and miseries, and consequentially obtain 
emancipation and salvation for his soul)”. 

Nevertheless, if one wishes to accomplish success in attaining some worldly goals 
and other such humdrum worldly gains, then it is enough for a devotee of Lord Ram to 
request me (i.e. Hanuman), instead of troubling Lord Ram by invoking the Lord’s 
glorious, all-powerful, most majestic and divine Mantra for such humdrum and ordinary 
activities (because that would be tantamount to exchanging a precious and priceless piece 
of diamond for garbage). (10-11). 

[Note—'There are eight Siddhis which are divine mystical powers which enables the 
person to accomplishment astounding feats. They are the following— (1) ‘Anima’ means 
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the power to become microscopic or so minute that one becomes invisible to the naked 
eye; (11) *Mahima' is to have majesty, glory and fame; to be honoured and acknowledged 
for one’s achievements, knowledge and skills; (iii) ‘Garima’ is to have weight, stature, 
dignity, decorum, gravity and significance, (iv) 'Laghima' is to have simplicity and 
humility; (v) *Praapti' is to be able to attain or obtain anything wished or desired; (vi) 
‘Prakramya’ is to have valour, ardour, strength, powers, prowess, potential and punch 
leading to triumph, glory and majesty; (vii) ‘Ishwatwa’ is to be able to have lordship or 
sway over others; and (viii) ‘Vashitwa’ is to be able to control and subdue others. 

?That is, these Mantras are so holy and special that they should be employed only for 
some noble and auspicious causes such as one’s spiritual welfare, accomplishment of 
some most important task that has no trace of selfishness in it, as well as attainment of 
eternal goals that give permanent peace and bliss to the aspirant rather than to satisfy his 
desires for sense gratification or obtaining pleasure and comfort from this material world 
which is, however, perishable, impermanent and transient by nature. | 


a Ua Sea Ta ATTA: | HT HERE AAAS PER. TT: 11 12 11 


yo ramam samsmarennityam bhaktya manuparayanah / 


tasyahamistasamsiddhyai dīksito'smi muni$varah // 12// 


Trad sit fu TA AT UTD ATT P, Uma À ep wn wu e saat ends fats 4 
fou È wq gem WaT Eb IRRI 


12. Oh sages and seers! He who reverentially remembers and faithfully meditates upon 
Lord Ram, daily and diligently, who repeats his holy divine Mantras with the greatest of 
veneration and conviction, I am always eager and ready to fulfill all his desires and 
wishes! (12). 
[Note — With reference to what has been said in verse no. 10-11 above, this verse 
acquires special significance. Hanuman effectively says that such a devotee should not 
worry about his own welfare or for the fulfillment of his desires. He need not approach 
the supreme Emperor, i.e. Lord Ram, for his mundane requirements, because I am there 
to take care of all that. Rather, he should concentrate his energy towards matters that are 
more important for him, matters only his personal efforts and diligence can provide 
results with, such as spiritual matters pertaining to his emancipation and salvation as 
these depend upon his own sincerity and diligence, and not that of others. The fetters that 
shackle his soul to the body are due to his own ignorance about the truth of his Atma or 
his soul which is pure consciousness, and this ignorance can be removed only by him and 
no one else much like the case when a disease afflicting a patient can only be removed by 
his taking the necessary medicines and observing strict control over diet and life-style 
himself, and not by someone else taking the medicine or eating with restraint on his 
behalf, though his other routine works that are not directly connected with the disease can 
be taken care of by his attendants.] 


afaa AAA THM THAT g PAM STERS f. TATŪ: 11 13 11 
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fa TEMATA qois kara: |1 4 11 


vafichitartham pradasyami bhaktānām raghavasya tu / 


sarvathā jāgarūko'smi rāmakāryadhurandharah // 13// 


iti ramarahasyopanisadi caturtho'dhyayah // 4// 


VG 4 wet at À aie at Nep cum KTI waif waar mc: feu H uer wae 
ved Sl IRI 


TERIM «guum game Yr gsm 


13. Its my word of honour (i.e. I promise) that I would be constantly providing fulfillment 
of desires of all the ardent devotees of Raghav (Lord Ram) and give them whatever 
rewards they wish to have. This is because I am ever eager and diligent for doing any 
work that is deemed to be the Lord's work (13). 
[Note—If the devotee had requested Lord Ram to fulfill certain desires, the Lord would 
have definitely done it for him. Now Hanuman says that he does not wish to trouble his 
Lord with such mundane matters as worrying about simple worldly things that his 
devotee seeks from him. Hanuman is very competent and efficient enough to do things on 
the Lord's behalf; so why unnecessarily worry or trouble the Lord? He does not wish that 
the Emperor (Lord Ram) has to worry for such routine matters, and they be best left to his 
junior servants and attendants to be attended by them. Hanuman regards even routine job, 
such as fulfillment of wishes of the devotees of the Lord, as the Lord's own work, and 
therefore most willingly does them for the Lord. He feels privileged in helping the Lord's 
devotee and treats it as a great service to the Lord himself. That is why he is so dear to 
Lord Ram’s devotees and is their favourite God. | 


Thus ends Canto 4 of Ram Rahasya Upanishad. 


3K K K K K 2k 2K 2 ok ok 


Chapter 3/Canto 5 


TASTE FA SAA WHS: | ZR KĪTA | Sse | WY WAAAY Aa: 
FER: | THs fen AM gai TAM TT || 1 11 
VEGA da Aes SAAT: | KERT ATS Pra SATA SR: | 2 11 


sanakadya munayo hanumantam papracchuh / 
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Srīrāmamantrārthamanubrūhīti / hanümanhovaca / 
sarvesu ramamantresu mantrarajah sadaksarah / 
ekadhaya dvidha tredha caturdha paficadha tatha // 1// 
satsaptadhastadha caiva bahudhayam vyavasthitah / 
sadaksarasya mahatmyam Sivo jānāti tattvatah // 2// 


rere FAN fux SAM St u qer- smq SRI vat our at sum) SAA a 
ya- ara RA "ren or STD TASS! VAN OT 4 Mer RA AT & Beal WD Use TA 
ads $1 WE STI TER HT wem sd at se XR mp P0 SU Ma HT Hēra fast di 
uem xu Wd owR ËI Ie 


1-2. Sages Sankadi and others once again asked Hanuman, ‘Please be kind to enlighten us 
about the meaning and metaphysical as well as spiritual importance and significance of 
the Mantras of Lord Ram'. 

Hanuman replied, ‘The best Mantra of Lord Ram is the one having six letters or 
syllables!. It is of eight principal types, and even of other types depending upon which 
word or letter or phrase is added as prefix or suffix to it”. 

Its real spiritual importance and metaphysical significance, its astounding 
potentials and supernatural powers, its magnificent spiritual value, holiness and divinity 
are best known to Lord Shiva (1-2). 

[Note—'The basic six-lettered Mantra of Lord Ram is ‘Ram Rāmāya 
Namah'. Refer Canto 2, verse no. 16. 

^AII other types of Mantra are described in Canto 2, and have been listed at 
the end of that Canto.] 


TARTS ST Sapa | ATTTUTRIER p Raana TT | Gags Wal XHed UD 
SATA: | THR afer: WaT: TATA |1 3 1 


Sriramamantrarajasya samyagartho'yamucyate / 
narayanastaksare ca Sivapaficaksare tatha / 
sarthakarnadvayam ramo ramante yatra yoginah / 
rakaro vahnivacanah prakāsah paryavasyati // 3// 


FRA HA UST WD ardas 3T Hed EQ AIT 4 Swe HA (22 FAT AMIN) GUT 
fia & ware Ha (qu. fra) Hox ed m p sen aes eiu we € fnm uri sn 
Gel fp ved ŠI cup aed eq aAA 2, We yar ae m aaa ZI digi 
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3. Now I shall tell you the truthful meaning of this great Mantra of Lord Ram which is 
like an emperor amongst the pantheon of Mantras—hence it is honoured by the epithet 
‘Mantra Raaj’, the King of Mantras. 

In the eight letter Mantra (dedicated to Lord Vishnu, i.e. ‘Om Namoh 
Narayanaya’—meaning ‘I reverentially bow before Lord Narayan who is a manifestation 
of OM or Brahm’; or ‘OM salutations! I reverentially bow before Lord Narayan’) and in 
the five letter Mantra (dedicated to Lord Shiva, i.e. ‘Namah Sivaya’—meaning I 
reverentially bow before Lord Shiva), the only two letters that are effective and powerful 
are ‘Ra’ and ‘Ma’. [‘Ra’ from the first Mantra, and ‘Ma’ from the second Mantra'.] 

‘Ram’ is the divine Being and the holy Lord in whom acclaimed and realised 
Yogis (ascetics) have focused their mind and entire being; it is ‘Ram’ in whose thoughts 
they remain submerged; it is ‘Ram’ upon whom they constantly meditate and 
contemplate. 


The Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ra / X" (as in run) is the Beej (seed/root) Mantra of the 


‘fire element’. Fire has light inherent in it; light effuses from fire as its fundamental 
characteristic feature. There cannot be fire without attendant light. Illumination and light 
symbolise knowledge and learning that dispels darkness of ignorance, and they are 
representatives of the pure consciousness called the Atma. At the cosmic level, this 
‘light’ represents the supreme transcendental Consciousness called the supreme Atma or 
the ‘Parmatma’. The ‘illumination’ represents self-realisation leading to the knowledge of 
the ultimate and irrefutable Truth in creation. The entity that is truthful and illuminated 
would have nothing to do with darkness symbolising ignorance which is the cause of all 
miseries and torments in this world (3). 
[Note—'This observation has great metaphysical import. Lord Narayan or Vishnu is the 
Viraat Purush personified. He is the Lord from whom the entire creation has emerged and 
evolved. He not only created it but also sustains it, protects it and takes care of its 
development. On the other hand, Lord Shiva represents the other balancing force of 
Nature which ensures that everything that has come into existence does come to an end to 
maintain the ecological balance. Otherwise it would be like an uncontrolled nuclear 
reaction which has gone out of control, creating havoc and horrendous consequences. 

Now, when the Sanskrit letter ‘Ra’ is pronounced as in the word ‘Right’, the mouth 
has to be opened wide indicating the unfolding of the creation. On the other hand, when 
‘Ma’ is said as in the word ‘rumble’ or ‘mum’, the mouth is shut closed, indicating the 
conclusion or closing of the file of the present creation. Since the unfolding of creation 
and its closing completes one full cycle of creation and its destruction, the letters 
symbolically represent the entire cosmos from it beginning right up to is conclusion. 

Since creation was initiated by Brahm, the letter ‘Ra’ stands of Brahm, while the 
letter ‘Ma’ stands for Shiva because this God is responsible for its conclusion. 

It is a well established principle of metaphysics that the only entity which has this 
unique distinction of standing for all that exists in this visible creation, from its very 
origin till its final conclusion and even beyond that, is what is known as the supreme 
transcendental universal ‘Brahm’, it follows that the two letters ‘Ra’ and ‘Ma’ represents 
this supreme transcendental universal entity Brahm. Naturally therefore these two letters 
representing Brahm and which are the two syllables of Lord Ram’s divine and holy name 
are the best of all that is ‘there or here or anywhere else’ in this existence. ] 


aamen A Te Sad | SIS Pree ga Go ATĀTA 4 Fas 11 4 11 
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saccidānandarūpo'sya paramatmartha ucyate / 


vyafijanam niskalam brahma prano mayeti ca svarah // 4// 


Ga T aaa we mu row sni di T spur GI [RD Faz, T5 ae 
ER db ATG NE ZI IKI 


4. Therefore, the letter ‘Ra / Y symbolises the self-illuminated, unequivocally truthful 


and eternally blissful supreme transcendental Soul of creation which is also the Lord of 
creation called the ‘Parmatma’. This divine entity is an image of 'Sat-Chit-Anand'—i.e. 
it is truthful (Sat), it is consciousness (Chit), and it is blissful (Anand). 

This Parmatma is Brahm, the divine cosmic entity which is honoured by the 
epithet ‘Niranjan’, i.e. one who is absolutely faultless, immaculate and pristine pure. 


When the long vowel sound ‘Aa / 31T / à A’ (pronounced as in rather, father, 


barber) is added to this basic alphabet ‘Ra’ (as described in verse no. 3 and standing for 
the Fire), the resultant letter is ‘Raa / Ra’ (pronounced as in rather). It then stands for 
Pran' and Maya'—the magnificent virtues of the Parmatma which enabled the latter to 
infuse life into the otherwise lifeless world, and create necessary delusions so that the 
inhabitants of this creation would remain perpetually involved in its sustenance, 
development and growth, and also to ensure that the wheel of creation set in motion by 
the Parmatma (the Supreme Being, the supreme Brahm) would continue to go round and 
round on its own till the time the Lord decides to stop its rotation. 

Brahm, the Parmatma, is the one who injected ‘Pran’ (life) into this creation, and 
this is symbolized by the long vowel sound of ‘Aa’ because when we pronounce any 
word with this sound, the mouth has to be open wide which is an indication of vibrant, 
dynamic and energetic forms of life. 

Similarly, Brahm is the one who created Maya or the numerous delusions that are 
the hallmarks of this artificial world. In fact, without the interference of delusion-creating 
powers of Brahm, the creature would not remain involved in this world inspite of being 
aware of its impermanent and miserable quotient. 

It ought to be noted here, and this is a very important observation, that no 
consonant has any sound of its own without the interjection or infusion of the vowel 
sound in it. Therefore, this world represented by the pure consonant ‘Ra’ (pronounced as 
in goiter, guitar) would be lifeless and meaningless like the conclusion of creation (as 
indicated when these two English words are pronounced, and no sound lingers after that 
and the mouth closes), and not representing a vibrant, energetic, dynamic and chirpy 
world as it is known today had it not been injected with the long vowel sound *Aa' (as in 
rather, father, barber) when the mouth is wide open to indicate signs of active and vibrant 
life (4). 

[Note—'Pran: Simply taken, the word ‘Pran’ is a synonym of life. It refers to the 
those forces in creation that inject life in the otherwise lifeless world. From the 
perspective of the Upanishads, it refers to the life-infusing vital winds, especially the 
‘breath’, both as inhaled and exhaled breath, that enables the otherwise inane and lifeless 
gross body of the creature to get up and move, thereby creating an illusion of life and 
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truthfulness. The easiest example to understand this phenomenon is to observe how an air 
filled balloon moves on the ground and even lifts above it on its own when it is pushed 
subtly and imperceptibly by the air around it. Everyone knows that the balloon does not 
have any life of its own, but it is the air/wind element that makes it exhibit the visible 
sign of life in the form of movement. 

^Maya is the deluding element of creation that surrounds the creature like a veil and 
induces it to believe as true what isn't. Under its influence, the creature thinks that what 
is sees as the visible world is for real. It forgets that all this is perishable and not worth 
pursuing. 

Brahm does not do anything on its own but employs the deluding creating element 
called Maya to create the gross body of the cosmos represented by the body of the 
creature. Then Brahm found that this body did not show any sign of life and this made 
Brahm think of some way that could infuse life into this lifeless body lying in his front. 
So, Brahm ‘breathed’ life into this body in the form of the vital wind called Pran, and the 
body began to show signs of life. Therefore, for the visible world to have any substance 
two elements are necessary—one is the Pran (synonymous with life giving winds), and 
the other is Maya (delusions that all this is true and real). It follows obviously that if these 
two things are removed from the visible world, it would vanish like a figure made of 
smoke. 

In essence, the meaning is this: Brahm, represented by the letter ‘Ra’ of Sanskrit 
which basically consists of two sounds—viz. ‘R’ + ‘A’. It is, as such, a cosmic neutral 
entity known as the Consciousness. But when the same Brahm is given dynamism by 
injecting some extra energy symbolized by the enhanced sound energy of the vowel 
sound ‘Aa / A’, i.e. when ‘Ra’ and ‘Aa’ join hands, and the resultant word becomes ‘Raa’ 
or ‘Ra’, it symbolizes that aspect of Brahm that ‘creates’, that has been injected with 
dynamic life forces and energy. Once done, the otherwise neutral Brahm begins to show 
signs of life as we understand it to be in this gross world, which is characterized by so 
many attributes and qualities covering the whole spectrum of *Gunas”. 

Since all this is imagined in Brahm whose original and primary form is pure 
Consciousness that is said to be neutral because all the Gunas cancel each other here, it is 
said that the signs of gross forms of life, called Pran, shown by Brahm in which the 
different Gunas become polarized, is a creation of Maya, or delusions. 

To wit, it means that this creation consists of two forces working simultaneously 
upon Brahm which is pure cosmic Consciousness: one is called ‘Pran’ or life-factor, and 
the other is ‘Maya’ or delusions.] 
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5. It is the conjunction of the Sanskrit consonant ‘Ra / Y with the long vowel sound of 


‘Aa / RT / a A’ that has created Pran or the vital factors of life in all their vibrant forms 


and dynamism in this world. [In other words, the dormant fire element represented by the 
alphabet ‘Ra’ is made to leap up and become active when it is injected with life 
represented by the vowel *Aa'.] 

This transformation of the simple letter ‘Ra’ into a symbol of life, dynamism, 
vibrancy and vitality is achieved by using the basic or fundamental sound of this 
consonant ‘Ra’, which is the half-syllable called *Refa/Refa' in the Sanskrit language and 
it is depicted as a coma placed on the top of the following alphabet, making it sound as in 
*whirr' or ‘purr’, followed by the long vowel sound of ‘Aa’ which is added to the 
resultant letter (as in rather). 

Since the ‘Refa’ symbolizes the fire element becuasue it is a half-syllable 
representing the consonant ‘Ra’ which is turn is the Beej Mantra of the fire element, it is 
deemed to be as brilliant and glowing as the fire element and its patron deity the Fire 
God. In other words, the ‘Refa’ stands for the supreme Brahm or pure cosmic 
Consciousness which is secretly present in the entire creation as its vital forces of life and 
energy as represented by the latent fire element as well as the vital winds called the Pran 
present universally in all forms of life in this world. Nothing is imaginable without 
Brahm—i.e. nothing can survive without the presence of the ‘fire element’, the ‘life 
forces called the Pran’ and the ‘Atma or pure consciousness’ which represents the the 
Parmatma. 

[Each consonant of the language symbolizes one or the other aspect of creation, 
this statement means that it is Brahm in the form of the universal essential spark of life 
represented by the ‘fire element’ as well as the Pran and Maya Shakti that are also 
universal symbols of life and creation which is at the core of all that exists in this world. 
Without Brahm and its dynamism, nothing would exist and have a meaning. Since 
meaningful words are formed from these basic alphabets of the language, it also implies 
that anything worthwhile must have Brahm present in it. That is why Brahm is called the 
universal Truth and one factor that unites the entire creation and threads it into one single 
garland. Again, since letters would have no meaning if no words are formed from them, it 
also follows that the mere presence of Brahm or consciousness would not be sufficient to 
create and infuse colourful life in this creation. Towards this end, Brahm needs to have 
the support of ‘Maya’—the maverick power of creating delusions that Brahm possesses, 
besides taking the assistance of the vital winds called ‘Pran’ which inject life, strength, 
vigour and vitality into the gross world.] (5). 
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6. The consonant ‘Ma / R? (as in mother) symbolises development, progress, rising, 


increment, evolvement and enhancement. [This is because when we pronounce this 
alphabet, the mouth has to be opened, symbolizing awakening after sleep, or the rising of 
a new dawn in the cosmic horizon in the context of Brahm.] 

It also symbolizes ‘Maya’! because it was Maya or the delusion creating power of 
the supreme Brahm that enabled him to expand this creation and ensure that it became 
self-perpetuating. Hence, it is said that this letter ‘Ma’ is the Beej Mantra for Maya; it is 
the basis of Maya. Therefore, ‘Ma’ also represents Brahm in the latter’s aspect of creating 
Maya or delusions. In other words, the letter ‘Ma’ represents Brahm’s stupendous cosmic 
power to create delusions on the one hand, and to expand, develop and enhance the 
creation created by him on the other hand (6). 

[Note—'This is because the inhabitant living beings of this creation think that this world 
is the real thing, that all the comforts and pleasures of this world are meant to be enjoyed 
and indulged into, that there is nothing beyond this material world and its sense objects, 
and therefore such creatures do not bother about the welfare of their spirit or soul. They 
continue to remain engrossed and fully involved in the affairs of the world. They have 
numerous desires and take birth after birth to satisfy their un-ending desires. They 
continue to take birth and die in a never ending cycle to fulfil their aspirations and 
expectations from this world which continue to evade them like the water of the desert 
mirage. They do numerous deeds in order to fulfill their wishes, and expect rewards from 
these deeds, and this in turn sets in motion the endless cycle of deeds and their 
consequences that trap the creature in its vice-like grip. All this serves the Lord’s purpose 
because it helps the world to perpetuate its self on its own. ] 


"fs: As qeu: Ragiem afters rar wd are: Sahat: 117 i 


sabinduh so'pi purusah Sivasüryendurüpavan / 


jyotistasya sikhā rūpam nadah saprakrtirmatah // 7// 


Je yen Regia n amu di 39D dp Sift at soo €, fag ae ded è, UC 
vata (ATT) I lel 


7. The Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ is for Lord Ram. [Refer Canto 2, verse no. 1-2.] This 
Beej Mantra is formed by placing a dot known as the ‘Anuswar’ (2 ai [^] = m M) on the 


letter *Raa/Ra' (i.e. by placing a dot on the basic consonant ‘Ra’ with an added vowel 
sound of ‘Aa’.] 

This ‘dot’ is a symbol of ‘Maya Shakti’ (refer verse no. 6 of this Canto 5 above) 
because it is pronounced like the alphabet ‘Ma’ in its basic, silent form (as in the English 
alphabet ‘M’—because the mouth is closed after one has finished pronouncing this 
alphabet). Therefore, when this ‘dot’ is placed on the letter ‘Raa’ symbolizing Lord Ram, 
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the resultant pronunciation would be something like ‘Raam / Ram = Ra + m” (which 
would combine the two letters Raa as in rather, and Ma as in the English word mum). 

This is why the supreme Brahm, when associated with Maya Shakti in its 
incarnation of Sita, is called Lord ‘Ram’ (‘Raa + Ma’). 

Lord Ram is therefore the ‘Purush’, or the Male form of Brahm, when the latter is 
associated with Maya in its incarnation as Sita, the divine consort of Lord Ram. [This 
also refers to the fact that Lord Ram is an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Viraat Purush 
who is the all-pervading and all-encompassing macrocosmic form of Brahm. The divine 
consort of Vishnu is Laxmi, the goddess of wealth and worldly pomp and prosperity that 
is a symbol of Maya. ] 

The ‘Purush’ is a manifestation of the combined majesty of the three divine 
aspects of creation—viz. ‘Shiva’ representing the beauty of eternal truth, auspiciousness 
and holiness, ‘Surya’ or the celestial Sun representing eternal source of light, 
illumination, energy, dynamism and the eternal fire element, and ‘Indu’ or the celestial 
Moon representing calmness and the soothing elixir of life called Amrit, the ambrosia of 
eternity and bliss that is supposed to be stored in it. 

In the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ pertaining to Lord Ram, the basic consonant ‘Ra’ 
stands for the brillinant flame of the fire element, the ‘dot’ on top stands for *Naad' (the 
cosmic ethereal sound that fills the sky, and which is heard as the Mantra *OM?), and the 
vowel sound of *Aa' symbolizing the Maya Shakti or the power of the supreme Brahm to 
create illusions of reality (7). 

[Note—The concept of Naad and dot or Bindu in brief: Naad is the background sound of 
creation which is supposed to be the first step in the process of creation of cosmic energy 
because the sound waves of this Naad collided with each other to generate stupendous 
epicenters of bursts of energy of astounding dimensions and intensity that set rolling the 
process of creation. 

In the visible creation, the Sun and the Moon are the only two lighted entities in the 

sky which directly effect life on earth and whose presence is visibly verifiable. They are 
not hypothetical conceptions or figment of imagination. 

That 1s why in the Purans, Lord Shiva has been depicted as wearing the moon on his 

lock of hairs, while the Sun has been depicted as the body of the Viraat Purush. The Sun 
and the Moon are like the two eyes of Brahm.] 
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8. The complete word *Raam/ Ram' (or what is commonly written as *Ram) stands for 
the two aspects of the supreme Brahm at once. These two aspects of Brahm are the 
Purush and the Prakriti. 

[One very important thing to note is that both the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ and the 
ordinary word ‘Ram’ used for the name of Lord Ram sound similar. They both sound as 
*Raam'. This is significant as it implies that, technicalities apart, all forms of the Divinity 
are the same, no matter from which angle, perspective or plane it is viewed and 
understood. 

The ‘Purush’ is the primordial Male aspect of creation, the provider of the vital 
spark of life in the form of the cosmic ‘sperm’ represented by the ‘consciousness’, ‘the 
fire element’ and ‘the Pran or the vital winds’ that infused life into this creation. The 
‘Prakriti’ is the cosmic female aspect of creation and it represents Brahm’s dynamism 
and creative energy. In other words, the first part of the Mantra ‘Ram’, i.e. the letter ‘Raa’ 
(pronounced as in rather), stands for the Viraat Purush who is a macrocosmic manistation 
of the supreme Brahm, and whose incarnation is Lord Ram. The second part, i.e. the 
letter ‘Ma’ (pronounced as the in mum, rum, come etc.) stands for Prakriti which is 
Brahm's creative dynamism revealed in the form of cosmic Nature. 

Hence, the word *Ram' combines the grand and magnificent virtues of both these 
two cosmic entities—the Viraat Purush and Prakriti. Therefore, the combined word 
*Ram' stands for the union between Brahm representing the primordial Male aspect of 
creation and revealed in the form of the Viraat Purush, and the Maya Shakti of Brahm 
revealed in the form of the Prakriti or Nature. This union results in the creation of the 
visible world even as a union of a man and a woman creates a child. It is the child that 
carries the name and genes of the parent to the next generation, otherwise the cycle snaps 
then and there.] 

Since the male provides the sperm which acts as the ‘nucleus’ of life, the Purush 
is represented by the ‘dot’ or the Bindu (because the dot is a symbolic representation of 
the sperm). The fertilized egg is implanted in the womb of the mother, the female aspect 
of creation. The latter is represented by the ‘Naad’ or the crescent-shaped crucible placed 
below the Bindu. That is why ‘Prakriti’ or Nature is honoured with the title of ‘cosmic 
Mother' as it is the one that nourishes and sustains the creation initiated by the Purush or 
the supreme Brahm. [It also refers to the practical aspect of creation wherein the male 
sperm is planted in the womb of the female which acts as the cup or a crucible that first 
receives this sperm, and then nourishes the fertilized egg that lodges there after the sperm 
has finished its job.] 

The Beej Mantra of Lord Ram is adorned by a ‘Chandra-Bindu’ on its top. This 
*Chandra-Bindu' consists of a Bindu (a dot) placed strategically above a concave crucible 
shaped like a cresent Moon at its focal point. The concave surface below the Bindu or the 
‘dot’ is also called a ‘Naad’. [The word ‘Naad’ literally means a big vessel shaped like a 
shallow plate or saucer. In the field of metaphysics, the ‘Naad’ is the cosmic vibration 
produced in ether which create the sound encapsulated in the ethereal Mantra OM. It is a 
sound and subtlest manifestation of the cosmic Consciousness kown as Brahm or 
Pranav.] 

The Bindu (dot) and the Naad (the crescent-shaped sign placed below the dot) are 


collectively called the *Chandra-Bindu (2. It is placed on the letter ‘Raa’ to form the 
Beej Mantra of Lord Ram—viz. ‘Ram’. 
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The letter ‘Raa’ with the Bindu or dot on top represents the Beej Mantra for the Fire, 
while the cresent-shaped sign of the moon placed below the Bindu or dot represents the 
virtues of the Moon. This latter sign represents the various Kalaas of the Moon, and it 
symbolizes the different aspects of creation that constantly change but do not affect the 
primary nature of things?. [Refer verse no. 9 also.](8). 

[Note—'According to Sharda Tilak, 1/809, the dot represents the Purush, and the Beej 

Mantra ‘Ram’ is the Shakti aspect of creation. It is their union that produces the Naad, 

the cosmic vibrations of sound. 

"The word Kalaa means aspect or form of anything. The changing face of the moon 
is indicative of the ever-changing nature of the world. But inspite of these apparent 
changes in the visible shape of the moon—which are actually visual illusions created 
because the moon is observed from different angles from the surface of the earth as it 
moves around it, and therefore its illuminated surface appears to increase or decrease in 
size and shape over a period of one month during which it completes one full circle of the 
earth—the actual structure of the moon does not change at all. Similarly, the Viraat 
Purush had displayed so many varying qualities and attributes, most of them quite 
mundane and worldly in nature, even contradictory to each other and at odds to the 
generally held grand perception of the Supreme Being, in his incarnation as Lord Ram, 
but all these variations and diversities in his role as a human being do not change the 
fundamental fact that Lord Ram is the supreme and divine Brahm who is Advaitya or 
non-dual by nature on the one hand, and that he represents the fundamental elements of 
creation that are eternal and universal. 

Another interesting fact is that the moon is said to have ‘sixteen Kalaas’ which 
represent the sixteen faces of the moon as observed on different nights of its dark and 
bright fortnights. These sixteen Kalaas are the basic grand virtues that make a man noble 
and great. In other words, by placing the cresent moon on the Beej Mantra of Lord Ram it 
is meant to signify that the Lord is crowned by or anoninted with all these sixteen grand 
virtues and noble character traits that are expected from a highly exalted and honorable 
man. 

The sixteen Kalaas or aspects or facets of creation have been expressly listed in the 
Prashna Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Canto 6, verse no. 4. These 
sixteen Kalaas are the following—(i) Pran (life; life consciousness; the very essence of 
creation; the vibrations of life manifested in the form of the vital winds; the rhythm and 
essential functions pertaining to life), (11) Shraddha (the eclectic virtues of faith, believe, 
conviction, reverence, respect, devotion), (iii) Akash (the all-pervading, all-encompassing 
sky or space element), (iv) Vayu (wind, air element), (v) Tej (energy, splendour, 
radiance, glory, might, majesty and fire element), (vi) Apaha (water element which is the 
all-important ingredient for life), (vii) ‘Prithivi’ (earth element which is the base or 
foundation for all mortal creation), (viii) Indriya (the organs of the body, both the organs 
of perception as well as of action), (ix) Mana (the mind and heart complex and their 
stupendous potentials), (x) Anna (food, the element without which life is simply not 
imaginable because it provides it with the basic nourishment and energy), (xi) Virya 
(semen, sperms, standing for courage, valour, potency, vitality and prowess), (xii) Tapa 
(austerity and penance, tolerance of hardship as a means of penitence, forbearance as well 
as carrying out strict religious vows in order to purify one’s self; the sufferance for some 
auspicious and noble cause) (xiii) Mantra (the key or formula to achieve success in any 
enterprise; it also refers to the ability to give good advise; the power to contemplate and 
think, concentrate and focus, and then logically arrive at a conclusion; the different 
mystical formulas consisting of letters or words or phrases which encapsulated various 
dynamic forces of Nature which could be invoked and harnessed by the creature and help 


him to utilise the latent cosmic energy, strength and other magnificent powers 
incorporated in these Mantras for the benefit of creation at large), (xiv) Karma (the ability 
to do deeds and take action; the strength, energy and stamina to perform even difficult 
tasks), (xv) Loka (the various worlds, such as the mortal world where the creature lived 
on the earth, the lower heaven called the Antariksha where the junior Gods and the Spirits 
of dead creatures would live, and the upper heaven or Brahm Loka where the Supreme 
Being lives; the different worlds as experienced during the waking state, the dreaming 
state and the deep sleep states of existence of the consciousness), and (xvi) Naam (the 
name assigned to each independent creature; the good name, fame, reputation, honour 
and glory that a creature has in this world). 

When we refer to the man, the Sanskrit word for him is Purush. Now, this word 
Purush refers to someone who resides in a ‘Pur’—a city. [Refer—(a) Krishna Yajur 
Veda's Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 1, verse nos. 72, 165; Canto 5, verse no. 2. (b) 
Atharva Veda's Prashna Upanishad, Canto 4, verse no. 3.] In the Upanishads, this city is 
the human body, and the resident is the ‘Atma’ which is the all-pervading and cosmic 
Consciousness called the supreme Brahm residing inside the individual body of the 
creature as his *true self, as his true identity. [Refer—Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, 
Canto 2, Brahman 5, verse no. 18.] 

Now, this man who is being addressed as the ‘Purush’ is no ordinary human. In order 
to be rightly called a Purush he must have become pure and cleansed of all sins and evils. 
[Refer—Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, Canto 1, Brahman 4, verse no. 1.] Therefore, the 
*Purush' is the Supreme Being (Brahm) residing in the body of the individual creature as 
his pure conscious Atma, the entity that is free from all contaminations, corruptions and 
blemishes. So, in the enlightened view of the Upanishads, the Purush when referred to the 
*man' is not his physical body but the Atma. 

These sixteen elements or units created by the Supreme Being are the sixteen Kalaas 
or aspects or fractions of creation. In other words, this visible creation is made up of these 
sixteen units in different ratios just like a colourful picture in mosaic is prepared by an 
expert artisan from bits and pieces of glass or stone which are independent units in their 
own right but when incorporated in the mosaic that forms the colourful picture they 
become an inseparable and an integral part of the latter. Even if one piece is removed, the 
picture is disturbed. 

In simple terms it means that a person's total composite personality, his characteristic 
attributes and individuality, his vitality and stamina, his prowess, powers and strength, his 
drive and vigour et al can be divided into sixteen parts. 

The Kalisantarna Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 2 says that these 
sixteen Kalaas are like sheaths or veils covering the Atma or *self of the man, and he can 
realise this glorious divinity residing in his bosom only when these Kalaas which are like 
impediments or hurdles in self and Brahm realisation are removed. When this Upanishad 
describes them as ‘hurdles or impediments’ in realising the glory of the ‘self? it implies 
that although all these sixteen qualities are related to achieving glory and majesty in the 
world, they have nothing to do with ‘self-realisation’ and ‘Brahm-realisation’ which is 
possible only by abandoning everything related to this world as well as the body both in 
its gross part and its subtle part. 

The Prashna Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 6, verse no. 2 says that the divine 
entity that exhibits sixteen divine attributes lives in the body itself. 

The Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, Canto 1, Brahman 5, verse nos. 14-15 describes the 
sixteen Kalaas of Prajapati (the Lord of creation/world) in a symbolic manner by alluding 
to the phases of the moon. The fifteen nights of the dark or the bright phases of the moon 
when the disc of the moon continuously changes + one fundamental truth of the moon 
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which is its disc that never changes inspite of its view from the earth that constantly 
changes. | 
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9. The Beej Mantra of Lord Ram, which is ‘Ram’ (i.e. the alphabet ‘Ra’ with a long 
vowel sound of ‘Aa’ added to it and having a ‘dot’ or a Chandra Bindu on top as 
described in the previous verses) is a representative of a combined form of the Fire 
element and the Moon. [The ‘fire’ in all its splendour and majestic form, symblising 
dynamism and cosmic energy, is represented by the letter ‘Raa’, while the Moon that 
symbolizes nectar-like calmness, blissfulness, and as an antidote to the fierceness of the 
fire element, is represented by the Chandra Bindu on to the top. | 
In other words, the combined virtues of the fire element called the ‘Agni’, as well as 
the essence of bliss and life in the creation represented by the moon called the ‘Chandra’, 
are simultenously present in a subtle form in the Beej Mantra of Lord Ram, i.e. in ‘Ram’, 
much like the case of the presence of the huge Banyan tree in its seed which conceals this 
tree inside its self in a most secret, subtle and imperceptible form. It is from this ‘Beej’ or 
seed that the huge and magnificent Banyan tree sprouts just as this whole creation with its 
myriad variations, its hugeness and immeasurable dimensions emerges from the very 
basic Mantra for Lord Ram, i.e. the Lord’s Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ (9). 
[Note—This Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ having both the signs of the Fire and the Moon at one 
place symbolizes that Lord Ram represents in his divine form the combined glories and 
magnicence of both the Fire and the Moon. The fire element stands for dynamism, 
energy, vitality, vigour, strength and powers, the virtues of purity and the ability to purify 
any other thing which comes in contact with it, its natural illumination which is a 
metaphor for knowledge and wisdom, and warmth that is a symbol of life and vitality. 
The moon is regarded as the heavenly pitcher of Amrit, the ambrosia of eternity and bliss. 
As compared to the scorch of the raging fire, the rays of the moon are soothing and balm- 
like. On the face it appears that the Fire and the Moon cannot co-exist because one is very 
hot and scorching, while the other is cool and soothing. But the fact that a synergy is 
established between them proves that the supreme Brahm, in his visible manifestation as 
Lord Ram, can achieve impossible things if he so wishes. 

This is why he is the ‘supreme and all-powerful authority’ in creation that can do un- 
imaginable wonders by employing his powers to create magical delusions, a power called 
‘Maya Shakti’. Since the entire creation is a visible and most apparent manifestation of 
the stupendous maverick powers of this one single Supreme Being acting in various roles, 
it follows that Lord Ram, for all practical purposes, combines in himself these two 
apparently opposite virtues of creation—he represents both the fire element as well as the 
moon. 
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It means that while on the one hand he is like the Fire, ferocious and unrelenting for 
the wicked and evil creatures in this world, burning them or punishing them in his fire of 
wrath, and on the other hand he is most compassionate, comforting and benevolent for his 
devotees, ameliorating their pains and agonies, destroying their sins and their bad 
consequences, and giving them eternal bliss and happiness that comes with accessing the 
elixir stored in the moon, the elixir called Amrit.] 
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10. The entire movable as well as the immovable world is inherently established in a 
subtle and imperceptible form in the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ of Lord Ram. 

All the virtues and dynamism that are present in the Beej Mantra are also present 
in the full name of Lord, i.e. in the word *Ram' (10). 
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11. The first letter of Lord Ram's (Raam/ Ram) name, i.e. the letter “Raa/ Ra’, is derived 
from the Beej Mantra ‘Ram’ (Ra + m). This basic Mantra stands for Brahm, the cosmic 
Consciousness that is free from all delusions. 

The second letter of the Lord's divine name is ‘Ma’. It is an acronym or short 
form for ‘Mukti’ or liberation, deliverance, salvation and emancipation. 

So obviously, the combination of ‘Ra’ and ‘M’ which produces the divine name 
of the Lord, i.e. ‘Raam/ Ram’, is a holy Mantra representing the supreme Brahm who 
gives Mukti to the spiritual aspirant. 

[‘Mukti’ briefly means spiritual liberation and deliverance of the creature from 
this mundane world, as well as the emancipation and salvation of his soul. ] 

To wit, the simple meaning of this verse is that: A wise and enlightened 
worshipper who pays his obeisance to Lord Ram with full understanding of the meaning 
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of the Lord's holy and divine name ‘Ram’ becomes entitled to attain Mukti. He 
understands that the ‘Ram’ whom he is worshipping is none but the supreme Brahm or 
the Supreme Being known as the ‘Parmatma’ himself (11). 
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12. The second letter ‘Ma’ of Lord Ram's name ‘Ram’ stands for ‘Maa’ or the universal 
Mother of creation. It provides the same benefits to the worshipper that the mother does 
to her child. Being appended to Brahm represented by the first letter ‘Raa’, this letter 
‘Ma’ enables the worshipper of Lord Ram to simultaneously enjoy a dual benefit—(1) he 
has the benefit of enjoying the material comforts of the world (because the second letter 
‘Ma’ of the Lord's name ‘Ram’ stands also for goddess Laxmi, the goddess of material 
prosperity and well-being, who had revealed herself as Lord Ram's consort Sita, deemed 
to the ‘other half? of the Lord), (ii) as well as of obtaining emancipation and salvation 
(because the first letter *Ra/ Ra' stands for the supreme Brahm). 

In other words, Lord Ram bestows his devotee two benefits—he gets to enjoy the best 
in this world, and at the same time he ensures his salvation upon death (12). 

[Note—The universal mother in this case is Goddess Laxmi as she is the divine consort 

of Lord Vishnu whose incarnation Lord Ram is. Since the letter ‘Raa’ of the Lord's name 

‘Ram’ stands for the supreme Brahm, this ‘mother’ would be Maya, the ‘other half? of 

Brahm. Both Laxmi and Maya are the female aspects of creation, and represent the *other 

half of the Supreme Being, called Brahm as well as Lord Vishnu. The fact that Vishnu, 

or the Viraat Purush, and Brahm are the same Supreme Being with two names has been 

expounded upon in the Tripadvibhut Maha-Naryan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda 

tradition, Canto 2, paragraph no. 12; Canto 8, paragraph nos. 17. 

Now therefore this verse means that a wise spiritual aspirant who realises the 
metaphysical import of the divine name of Lord Ram and understands that he is no one 
else but the Supreme Being himself in this form is able to reap the benefits of this 
awareness or realisation. Blessed by the Lord and his divine Shakti, he is able to enjoy 
great fame and honours in this world as well as all the comforts and pleasures that this 
world has to offer to its inhabitants while he lives in it, and upon his death he finds 
ultimate liberation and deliverance for himself because the Lord's Maya Shakti would not 
be able to create any hurdles in his path. The latter is made possible because even when 
he was alive and enjoying the world, he was wise enough to realise the illusionary nature 
of everything material, and so had just been enjoying them without getting emotionally or 
mentally attached or involved in anything worldly just like a spectator enjoys a magic or 
theatre show. This ensures that his *true self, i.e. his soul, 1s free from the fetters that 
shackle an ordinary and non-realised man to this world and its material charms. 
Consequentially, no worldly attachments dog his soul or his Atma after death, and like an 
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untethered balloon he rises and rises in his spiritual quest to ultimately find the citadel of 
spiritual bliss and happiness, called attainment of Moksha. This result in his being freed 
from all the fetters that tie an ordinary creature to this artifical and transitory world of 
material sense objects, a world that is full of miseries and pain—and this achievement is 
called his obtaining Mukti.] 
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13-14. The first letter ‘Raa/ Ra’ of the Lord’s name ‘Ram’ stands for the Sanskrit word 
‘Tat’ meaning ‘that entity’ which refers to the ultimate Truth of creation, which in turn is 
the pure conscious Atma or soul of creation called the ‘Parmatma’. 

On the other hand, the second letter ‘Ma’ of the name ‘Ram’ stands for the 
Sanskrit word ‘Twam’ meaning ‘you’ which refers to the living creature or the Jiva. 

The union between these two fundamentally inseparable units of creation is 
indicated by the word ‘Asi’, meaning ‘it is’. These three words, i.e. ‘Tat’, *Twam' and 
‘Asi’ form the basic tenet of the scriptures, called the ‘Maha-Vakya’. Hence, the 
completed Maha Vakya is ‘Tat Twam Asi’—that essence is you; or ‘that art thou'!. 

That is why those who are experts in this philosophy assert that Brahm 
represented by the word ‘Tat’, and the Jiva represented by the word ‘Twam’ are basically 
the same universal and uniform non-dual consciousness existing in two different planes, 
the former at the cosmic level and the latter at the individual level. The bridge between 
them is established by the third word ‘Asi’, implying ‘it is certainly so’. In other words, 
the erudite and wise ones unequivocally declare that the individual Jiva (the living being) 
is no one else but the supreme Brahm, the Supreme Being, in a microcosmic form. 

The word ‘Namo’, literally meaning ‘to bow before’, of the six-letter Mantra 
(Ram Ramaya Namah — Ram + Ra + ma + ya + Na + mah = 6 letters; refer Canto 2, 
verse no. 16) refers to the fact that the wise, erudite, learned, enlightened and self- 
realised spiritual aspirant offers his obeisance and respects to Lord Ram with this firm 
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conviction that the Lord is none but the supreme Brahm personified, and that he is 
actually honouring this Brahm when he honours Lord Ram. Further, such a wise man also 
realises that the divinity he is offering his worship to is none but his own truthful ‘self 
known as the Atma which is pure consciousness and Brahm personified. 

The following points are to be specially noted in this verse— 

(1) The first letter is the monosyllable ‘Ram’ which is the Beej Mantra for Lord 
Ram, and it is a substitute for the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’ that is universally regarded as the 
Beej Mantra for Brahm which is always placed as a prefix of all hymns and Mantras to 
honour the supreme Brahm first before honouring the deity to whom that particular 
Mantra is dedicated. Refer verse no. 16 of this Canto 5 below. 

(ii) The second word *Ramaya' consists of three letters—viz. ‘Raa’, ‘Maa’ and 
‘Ye’. The first letter ‘Raa’ refers directly to Lord Ram, the supreme Brahm revealed in 
his divine form, and therefore it is equivalent to the word ‘Tat’ of the Maha Vakya ‘Tat 
Twam Asi’ sited above. The second letter ‘Maa’ is equivalent to the English words ‘me’ 
or ‘I’. In other words, it refers to the fact that Brahm is ‘me’ or ‘I’. It refers to the fact that 
the spiritual aspirant has realised the eclectic spiritual truth that Brahm is his own ‘self’, 
his Atma. Hence, ‘Maa’ is equivalent to the phrase ‘Twam Asi’ of the Maha Vakya ‘Tat 
Twam Asi’, meaning ‘I am’ (that Brahm), or (that Brahm) ‘is me’. 

(iii) The third word of this Mantra is ‘Namah’. Is means that the worshipper bows 
his head to the Lord after realizing the full import of his divine and holy name. It means 
that the spiritual aspirant has become self-realised and discovered that Lord Ram resides 
in his own bosom as his Atma, and it would mean that the concerned person is a 
personified form of Lord Ram, possessing all the auspicious and divine virtues that Lord 
Ram is famous for. This eclectic realisation, this wisdom and awareness is true 
realisation, and this leads to his truthful Mukti—freedom from all fetters that ignorance 
of the truth represent, and which tie down a creature to this world of delusions and deceit. 
A man who is free from the shackle of delusions and who has realised the ‘truth’ about 
his ‘self is indeed a spiritually freed man. 

The realisation of the truthfulness and personal relevance of the Maha Vakya ‘Tat 
Twam Asi’ fills him with extreme ecstasy and bliss of the highest order that comes with 
self-realisation and a discovery of a great secret. It removes his fear of death and its 
accompanying horrors. This happens because the ‘self’, the Atma, is eternal and 
imperishable; the Atma never dies like the gross body; the Atma is eternally blissful and 
happy. This awareness instills in him confidence about his eternal and exalted nature and 
stature, and enlightens him about the great truth about his real and truthful identity as 
being the conscious Atma that is a cosmic entity and enlightened. The ‘self? is not that 
would die and suffer its horrors. 

Therefore, this realisation is deemed to have given him eternal Mukti —.e. it 
provides him liberation from all bondages created by ignorance of the Truth and its 
accompanying delusions; it provides him deliverance from all miseries and torments that 
are consequential to such ignorance and delusions (13-14). 

[Note—'The great Maha Vakya ‘Tat Twam Asi’ has been expounded in other Upanisads 
as well—refer (i) Shukla Yajur Veda's Paingalo-panishad, Canto 3, verse no. 3 and 
8; Adhyatma Upanishad, verse nos. 30-31. (ii) Krishna Yajur Veda’s Shukar Rahasaya 
Upanishad, verse no. 22; Avadhut Upanishad, verse no. 2; Kaivalya Upanishad, 
verse no. 16; Sarwasaaro-panishad, verse no. 12-14. (iii) Sam Veda’s Chandogya 
Upanishad, Canto 6, sections 1-16. 
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"This Mantra has been elaborated upon in Canto 2, verse no. 16 along with other six 
letter Mantras of the Lord enumerated in verse nos. 16 and 18.] 
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15. Therefore, this divine, holy, sacred and eclectic Mantra of Lord Ram, i.e. the *Ram 
Ramaya Namah', has unique metaphysical values, and it possesses the magnificent 
potentials to provide the worshipper and devotee of the Lord with the dual benefits of 
being able to enjoy the pleasures of this world (called ‘Bhog’) as well as the attainment of 
liberation and deliverance from its fetters and obtaining emancipation and salvation for 
the soul (called ‘Mukti’). 

This Mantra has a greater spiritual significance and metaphysical importance than 
the great saying ‘Tat Twam Asi’ of the Vedas (as referred to in verse nos. 13-14 above). 
This is because it is easy to relate to the Mantra for Lord Ram as the Lord's divine story 
and all his auspicious deeds are well known in the world. [This refers to the well-known 
epic *Ramayana'.] 

[Doing Japa (repetition) with the Lord's Mantra requires no special metaphysical 
knowledge, no special skills as that required to do Yoga and Dhyan (meditation and 
contemplation), no great efforts such as that required to focus one's attention on Brahm 
as the latter is an abstract and invisible entity which requires a high level of erudition and 
mental faculties to make it accessible, and about which even the scriptures have asserted 
that it is beyond the reach of the mind and words. On the other hand, doing Japa with 
Lord Ram's Mantra is an easy proposition; it requires no special mental abilities such as 
high levels of intelligence and erudition or exemplary spiritual wisdom that is required to 
become ‘self-realised’ and *Brahm-realised'. The only requirement is to have a firm faith 
and complete devotion for Lord Ram.] 

All living beings have equal right over this Mantra, i.e. people belonging to all 
classes of society, people of all denominations, of all social and spiritual stature, people 
of different mental abilities and varying levels of wisdom, people belonging to all the 
phases of life, people pursuing all sorts of vocations—in short, all living beings have a 
right to do Japa (repetition) with this Mantra because all have a right to ensure Mukti or 
liberation and deliverance of their souls. This Mantra is sufficient to provide this spiritual 
reward to all the living beings single-handedly without the need for them to seek the help 
of any other kind of Mantra of any other deity. 

[In other words, any person who is wise, erudite and sagacious enough to realise 
the subtle meaning, the magnificent metaphysical value, the stupendous potentials and 
powers, and the holiness, divinity and supremacy of this sacred Mantra of Lord Ram with 
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all its varied connotations is deemed to be ‘Jivan Mukta’. A Jivan Mukta person is one 
who has become enlightened enough to realise the truth about his own self as well as the 
falsehood of the world surrounding him. He therefore does his worldly duties but remains 
detached from them. He realises that all that he sees is an illusion and perishable, and it 
makes no sense in pursuing a mirage. On the contrary, he is deemed to have tasted the 
nectar of eternal bliss and happiness which gives ecstasy and thrill which no material 
pleasure and comfort of the world can match. Such a man is deemed to have obtained 
liberation from the fetters that shackle an ordinary creature to the delusions created by 
this entrapping world of materialistic pleasures which are illusive and temporary as well 
as the miseries and torments which are equally false and transient. Such a person remains 
engrossed in contemplation and meditation of the supreme Brahm in the form of Lord 
Ram, and derives immense eternal pleasure and bliss by remaining submerged in this 
ocean of bliss and happiness while he is still alive in this world and goes about his daily 
routine in a normal way. In other words, though he appears to behave normally 
externally, from the inside he remains detached from and indifferent to his materialistic 
surroundings and their inherent plethora of miseries and pains as well as pleasures and 
joys. On the contrary, he remains perpetually submerged in an ocean of bliss that is 
obtained by meditating upon Lord Ram’s divine form using the medium of this Mantra 
(as well as other Mantras of the Lord). Once he has tested the nectar of ultimate eternal 
bliss and happiness that fills his heart and being with ecstasy and thrill of self-realisation, 
he gives a damn to the superficial, temporary and pith-less happiness derived from the 
sense objects of the materialistic world, as well as is unmoved by its pains and miseries 
because these only affect his body and not his Atma, which is pure consciousness and his 
actual and truthful identity.] (15). 
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16. This six-letter Mantra of Lord Ram (‘Ram Ramaya Namah’) is deemed to be 
equivalent to the Pranav Mantra, i.e. the ethereal monosyllabic Mantra *OM/ om' that is 
used to represent Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness and its cosmic energy. 
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Hence, this six-letter Mantra of Lord Ram is worthy to be honoured and employed 
as a tool for obtaining Moksha (spiritual liberation, deliverance, salvation and 
emancipation) by all those who are sincerely eager to obtain it (‘Mumuksha’). 

All such spiritual aspirants should ensure that they do not fall prey to the alluring 
entrapments of this deluding artificial world and its temptations; they should renounce 
this world and its material attractions. Instead, they must follow the path of Sanyas! (total 
detachment from the world, complete renunciation, and concentrating on spiritual 
emancipation and salvation). This tenet is applicable to all the four classes of society and 
all the four phases in the life of an individual". 

This supreme Mantra of Lord Ram which is equivalent to the Mantra for Pranav, 
i.e. the Mantra ‘OM’, is the most suitable and potent one for doing Japa (repetition) and 
Dhyan (contemplation and meditation). 

A wise, erudite and sagacious person who understands the eclectic and holistic 
meaning of this divine, holy and sacred Mantra of Lord Ram with all its various 
connotations and shades of metaphysical meaning as well as its importance and 
significance in one's spiritual upliftment along with it's astounding ability to help the 
aspirant to enjoy the dual benefit of enjoying the world while he is alive and in obtaining 
the ultimate emancipation and salvation of the soul at the time of death, is able to become 
Jivan Mukta (as defined in verse no. 15 above). 

In other words, a wise, erudite and enlightened spiritual aspirant who worships Lord 
Ram with these holy and sacred Mantras with full understanding of the eclectic principles 
governing them and of the essential divine nature and form of Lord Ram as a personified 
form of the cosmic all pervading and almighty Supreme Being is sure to find liberation 
and deliverance for himself (i.e. for his soul, his true self) even while he lives in this 
world with a gross body and continues to go about his routine life in an orderly manner 
(16). 

[Note—'The concept of Sanyas has been elaborately described in a number of 
Upanishads which are especially dedicated to it. Some of them are (a) Rig Veda 
Upanishad—(i) Nirvano-panishad (Chapter 5). (b) Sam Veda Upanishads—(i) Arunu- 
panishad (Chapter 3), (ii) Maitreyunu-panishad (Chapter 5), (iii) Sanyaso-panishad 
(Chapter 10), and (iv) Kundiko-panishad (Chapter 12). (c) Shukla Yajur Veda 
Upanishads—(1) Jabalo-panishad (Canto 4-6, Chapter 3), (ii) Paramhanso-panishad 
(Chapter 5), (iii) Subalo-panishad (Canto 12-13, Chapter 6), (iv) Niralambo-panishad 
(Chapter 8), (v) Bhikshuko-panishad (Chapter 13), (vi) Turiyato-panishad (Chapter 14), 
(vii) Yagyavalkya Upanishad (Chapter 17), (viii) Shatyani-panishad (Chapter 18). (d) 
Krishna Yajur Veda Upanishads— (i) Avadhuto-panishad (Chapter 22), (11) Kathrudro- 
panishad, verse nos. 1-11 (Chapter 25), (iii) Varaaha Upanishad, Canto 2, verse nos. 4 
and 37 (Chapter 30). (e) Atharva Veda Upanishads— (1) Narad Parivrajako-panishad 
(Chapter 8), Paramhans-Parivrajako-panishad (Chapter 15), and (iii) Parbrahmo-panishad 
(Chapter 20). 

?The four classes in Hindu society are called the Varnas. The Hindu society has been 
divided into four sections or classes by ancient sages to regulate its functioning by 
delegation of authority and clearly specifying the jobs each section is supposed to do to 
maintain order and system in the world, to prevent overlapping of functions and avoid 
anarchy and chaos. These four sections are— (a) Brahmins*—the learned and teaching 
class; a wise one well-versed in the knowledge of the ultimate Truth about the 
supernatural Being called Brahm. They also presided over religious functions as priests, 
because these functions were central to life in the Vedic period; (b) Kshatriyas—they 
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were the warrior, fighting, kingly class. They were assigned the job of giving protection 
to the society, dispensing justice and maintaining general law and order. (c) Vaishyas— 
they were the trading and farming class responsible for commerce and wealth generation. 
They provided for the necessities for a comfortable life. And finally (d) the Shudras—the 
service class of people whose main function was to free the other three classes from the 
humdrums of daily chores and concentrate their energies to the particular jobs assigned to 
those classes to which they belonged. 

The four phases in the life of an individual are called Ashrams. They are the 
following—(a) Brahmacharya—this is the 1st phase of life in which a person studies the 
scriptures under the tutelage of a wise teacher. This phase of life is marked by austerities, 
keeping of vows, observing celibacy, abstinence and continence as well as leading a 
regimental life style of a boarding school. (b) Grihasta—when a person has studied and 
prepared himself to face the world, he comes back to his house and enters the 2nd phase 
called Grihasta Ashram which is a householder's life. He marries, raises a family, 
produces wealth and helps to carry forward the cycle of creation. This is the most 
important and enjoyable phase as well as the most tough one because on the one hand 
there are the comforts and pleasure of the world to be enjoyed, and on the other hand 
there are the various tribulations and miseries of a family life alongside the dealings with 
this deceptive world with all its accompanying horrifying problems. (c) Vanprastha—this 
is the 3rd phase when a man hands over the responsibilities of the world to his heirs and 
renounces his attachments to the house as well as the world, and heads for the forest, 
leaving the home for his next generation. It is now that he goes on pilgrimage and 
prepares for the final stage of his life, and (d) Sanyas—this is the 4th and last stage of life 
when there is complete cutting-off of all the ties with the world, spending time in 
contemplation and mediation, living a life of total renunciation, and begging for food for 
survival while single mindedly endeavouring for emancipation and salvation. This phase 
of Sanyas also has many stages depending upon the spiritual elevation and 
accomplishments of the aspirant, viz. Kutichak, Bahudak, Hansa, Paramhans, Turiyatit 
and Avadhut.] 
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17. [This verse essentially enumerates the benefits of studying and implementing the 
teachings of this great Upanishad.] 

A person who studies this Upanishad achieves the holiness and purity which is 
equivalent to that of the fire and the air/wind elements!. 

Even such great sins as drinking wine (getting intoxicated and indulging in it), 
stealing gold (or any kind of theft, cheating or deceit), and killing of a Brahmin (or 
committing any such act that harms a living creature in any manner) are pardoned if a 
man sincerely reads and studies this Upanishad”. 

A person who worships and honours Lord Ram Chandra with his Mantras, and 
meditates using them, is able to attain oneness with his Lord in a form of the ultimate 
Mukti (emancipation and salvation) known as ‘Sayujya’ wherein the soul of the 
individual merges with the supreme Soul of the creation, becoming one with it, and this 
ensures that the person does not have to take birth again. 

As it is proclaimed and asserted in this verse, those wise, realised and erudite 
persons who say or declare ‘I am the supreme transcendental Brahm; I am an image of 
Ram’ with truthful conviction and firm faith in what they are saying, and only after 
having become enlightened about the deep and far reaching import of the fundamental 
truth of the statement that they make, do not have to come back to this world (i.e. they do 
not have to take birth again). They are themselves a personification of Lord Ram who is 
himself Brahm personified. There is no doubt in it. 

A wise person should always remain mentally focused upon this great 
metaphysical truth that his ‘true self? (i.e. his Atma, his soul) is a personification of Lord 
Ram as the latter is none else but the supreme Brahm, and the latter has revealed itself as 
the ‘self? or the Atma of the individual. This is because both the ‘self? and ‘Brahm’ are 
the same ‘Consciousness’ existing at two planes of creation—one being as the Jiva or the 
individual creature at the microcosmic level of creation, and the other being the Brahm at 
the macrocosmic level of creation. 

Such self-realised and truth-realised spiritual aspirants become one with and 
inseparable from Lord Ram (i.e. with the Supreme Being known as the supreme and 
transcendental Brahm). There is no doubt in it. 

‘OM is the Truth’, i.e. Lord Ram, a manifestation or revelation of Brahm represented 
by the ethereal divine word OM, is indeed the ultimate, unequivocal, irrevocable and 
irrefutable Truth. This is the truth which this Upanishad endorses and elucidates; it is the 
Truth. Amen! (om satyamityupanisat) (17). 

[Note—'Anything put in fire gets purified because the fire would burn all impurities and 
make the main ingredient pure. That is why it is said that ‘gold is purified by putting it in 
fire’, and that is also why the colour of gold, the costliest of metals used for making 
donations and for use during religious ceremonies, and the colour of fire are both alike. 
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Similarly, the air or wind keep the environment clean and fresh as is evident when we sit 
in a close room; the entire place starts to feel suffocative and after sometime it even 
begins to stink. No matter how stinking and offensive smelling might a place be, if a 
breeze blows for a short time, the place becomes fresh. So metaphorically, the fire and 
wind are purifying agents in Nature. 

"The pardoning comes if the sinner is sincere about atoning for his misdeeds and 
regrets his actions and deeds. He should not be an imposter, because that would be 
tantamount to cheating and deceit. How can one expect forgiveness for one crime while 
committing another? ] 


Thus ends Canto 5 of Ram Rahasya Upanishad. 


Thus ends this Upanishad called ‘Ram Rahasya Upanishad’. 
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An Anthology 


UPANISHADS DEDICATED TO LORD RAM 


And THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 


[Original Text, Roman Transliteration, Verse-by-Verse Hindi & English Rendering, 
Notes & Explanations.] 


CHAPTER 4 


Shukla Yajur Veda's 


Mukti Upanishad 
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Belonging to the Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, this Upanishad is revealed as a 
conversation between Lord Ram and his most ardent and wise devotee Hanuman. As the 
name suggests, it unravels the secrets of such eclectic concept, inter alia, as Mukti 
(liberation and deliverance of the soul, emancipation and salvation of the creature), its 
various connotations and importance, its practical application, and how to achieve it. 
Besides this, this Upanishad tells us about the origin of the Vedas and their classification, 
and it is the only place where we find the listing of all the Upanishads appearing in the 
different Vedas; in fact this Upanishad classifies all of them according to their respective 
Vedas, and in the sequence in which they appear there. This forms the subject matter of 
Canto 1. 

Canto 2 elaborates on the metaphysical concepts of the previous canto, and goes 
on to elaborately describe other relevant spiritual ideas as Samadhi, (the trance-like state 
when the person becomes oblivious of the surrounding world and remains engrossed in 
perpetual bliss which is an accompaniment of self realisation of the Atma), the Chitta (the 
importance and relevance of the mind and the intellect in the spiritual pursuit of a man), 
the different Vasanas and Vrittis (the inherent worldly passions and desires that form an 
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integral nature of a man), Ahankar (ego, pride and haughtiness that he possesses), the 
importance and significance of Gyan (truthful knowledge and awareness of the reality; 
enlightenment and self realisation), and other relevant subjects such as vanquishing all 
negative traits that can clear the path for the creature so that it can achieve the ultimate 
goal of emancipation and salvation. It describes ways of how an aspirant or seeker can 
purge all the various negative traits that bog him down in this mundane materialistic 
world, and guides him on how to harness all his spiritual potentials to help him in his 
spiritual pursuits. 


ST, WÍ ? 
ST R agm GG dara; dara at e, uf m Ue voc aAA at 
Tae TMH dei è gn AA A, SAA 4 We AT eA Ta AAT 
FAN PA 4 strat 


Chapter-4, Canto-1 


Conversation between Lord Sri Ram and Hanuman; the importance and glory of Vedanta; 
the distinction between different ‘Muktis’ (i.e. different ways the soul finds liberation and 
deliverance from this artificial and entrapping world, thereby providing the creature 
emancipation and salvation as well as eternal peace and beatitude); the names of 108 
Upanishads and their classification according to the Vedas; eligibility for hearing the 
Upanishads. 


Santi Patha /srrf*aura 


3% Wire: PHS yi yie | yie yiera haaa |i 
3% Vid: !wmf Umm! 
ay 3%! Te KE vil sie ET 8, wa yar U WRUUP Gg ae oe Å Su eT À 
qif ti ae pia Su pi ga a Å yee TA EU WS Pasa up 
ft mara pl A wa ed suu wat fare Gu woot ae GT a So snm ZI a! 
vu dat aot at ena «ti 


om pürnamadah pürnamidam purnatpurnamudacyate / 
pürnasya pürna-madaya pürnamevavasisyate // 


om Santih! šāntih!! Santih!!! 
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The Shanti Paath/ Santi Pātha has the following meaning—'OM salutations! The 
supreme Lord, who is represented by the cosmic and divine word symbol OM, is 
complete and absolute in all respects. This whole cosmos is wholly and completely 
encompassed and pervaded by him (i.e. the supreme Brahm uniformly pervades in this 
whole creation even as water is uniformly present in wet sponge). This whole world, with 
its myriad forms, has originated from that one, single, immutable, whole, complete and 
indivisible entity. Inspite of this, that whole, complete and indivisible entity (Brahm) 
remains as such, that is, one, single, immutable, whole, complete and indivisible. [That is, 
inspite of this world coming into being from it, that whole entity is not diminished even a 
bit.] Even when he is hypothetically separated from this creation, he still remains whole, 
complete and indivisible. [That is, Brahm cannot be partitioned or fractured or divided in 
any way. Whether he is treated as a separate entity or as an integral part of the cosmos, 
his form and nature remains essentially the same; he is unique in this aspect. This is a 
reference to the non-dual nature of the supreme Brahm.] 

OM! Let there be peace for us; let there be peace for us; let there be peace for us! 
[That is, let our three torments, called the Traitaps, be calmed down. The so-called 
Traitaps are the torments that the creature is subjected to due to his body such as illness, 
old age etc; due to other worldly creatures such as fear from the king, thieves etc.; and 
due to the malignant stars and opposed Gods. ]' 


gR: 3% qp ATRI rep ITS MTA | dd: AT ik 1 


Harih om / ayodhyānagare ramye ratnamandapamadhyame / 
sītābharatasaumitrisatrughnādyaih samanvitam // 1 // 


3+! ATM sara Fou waver ch da Wo water M femp Ši Tm WD 
Gta, wma, SAT sin npa safe wf YI R) 


OM salutations! In Ayodhya, Sri Ram was seated in the centre of a charming gem- 
studded pavilion on a beautiful gem-studded throne. He was accompanied by Sita, 
Bharat, Laxman, Shatrughan etc. (1). 


repere: gare: | AAA KATE 112 1 


sanakadyairmuniganairvasisthadyaih Sukadibhih / 


anyairbhāgavataiscāpi stüyamanamaharniSam // 2 // 
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Weare uhr, afsms aR yao wem gate wad HK wafer Saat KAT 
"Wd ved 41 (3) 


Sages and seers such as Sanak and Sanandan, the elders of the society and erudite 
teachers such as Vashistha and others, as well as ardent devotes such as Shuka etc. used 
to worship him and sing his glories day and night (2). 


Aaaa alan Aaa | eT Tasted ēka 113 11 


dhivikriyasahasranam saksinam nirvikarinam / 


svarupadhyananiratam samadhivirame harim // 3 // 


u ot wert we After ae an wet fF GA OH ow ae 
warfare Y| (3) 


Once, Hari (one of the names of Lord Vishnu, here referring to Sri Ram because he is an 
incarnation of Vishnu)—who knows the inner thoughts of all, who is omniscient and all 
knowing, who resides inside all the creatures as their pure conscious Atma or soul, who is 
a witness of all that is happening in this world, and who is faultless, without any taints, 
and is immaculate and impeccable— was seated in a deep contemplative mood, 
meditating on his pure-self (3). 


Wma BAIA TH KAS AE: | TW ca Waa ufegenreee: gni 


bhaktyā susrūsayā rāmam stuvanpapraccha marutih / 


rama tvam paramatmasi saccidanandavigrahah // 4 // 


Stat wur zea we NETĀ GANS) C fra sa ye ZA! STU VAI P, 
maa Si SAS IST TA d sad EI (v) 


Once, Hari (one of the names of Lord Vishnu, here referring to Sri When he woke up 
from his deep trance-like state of Samadhi, Hanuman praised him, paid his obeisance to 
him, and asked him most respectfully and prayerfully, “Oh Sri Ram! You are the supreme 
Soul of the creation called Parmatma. You are an incarnation of the supreme 
transcendental Lord God called Brahm who is the ultimate truth and reality of this 
creation, who is pure and eternal consciousness, and who is an embodiment of supreme 
and eternal bliss and happiness; you embody these virtues in your divine Being (4). 
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idanim tvam raghusrestha pranamami muhurmuhuh / 
tvadrūpam jiiātumicchāmi tattvato rama muktaye // 5 // 
anayasena yenaham mucyeyam bhavabandhanat / 


krpaya vada me rama yena mukto bhavamyaham // 6 // 


WRI À aga wos rp da À sm efe wed a WaT aed 4 sī Uf Wn 
ae rer $m À sm A SU UR amd WX wmm. 8 TA, PT mun US SU] 
qut ART (4—&)I 


Oh Lord who is the best in the clan of king Raghu (of Ayodhya)! I repeatedly bow before 
you in great reverence. Oh Lord! I am desirous of knowing your true and essential divine 
and holy form which is the provider of 'Mukti'--i.e. that form which bestows easy 
deliverance to the creature from the cycle of birth and death; the form which has the 
potential to provide emancipation and salvation without much troubles—as a result of 
which I can find spiritual liberation from the fetters shackling me to this mundane, 
deluding and entrapping world. Oh Sri Ram! Please describe it to me so that I can find 
emancipation and salvation? (5-6). 


ary JE maA erf yoy www: pend Eolas gend SAT IN II 


sadhu prstam mahabaho vadāmi srņu tattvatah / 


vedante supratistho'ham vedantam samupasraya // 7 // 


ĀRA qp sap fear € wewewmeép AY SAA! qu sor wea fur či qe wl wm 
wed E, Gl AT ae T erg F aes ver Ud alta $a zufou qu vier VARI 
eq det WIRT HT STAT SH’! (v) 


Lord Sri Ram replied, 'Oh the most valiant, the most brave, the most powerful and the 
most strong Hanuman; you are of a saintly and pious disposition! You have asked me a 
good and worthy guestion. Listen, I will tell you the essence (i.e. the fundamental 
principals). My true form is properly described in Vedanta (Upanishads). Therefore, in 
order to know the Great Truth and its spiritual import, as well as to remove any doubts 
you may have on any spiritual matters, it would be best for you to seek the answer to 
your guerries from Vedanta or the Upanishads (which would enlighten you on all matters 
and remove your doubts). 
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You must take the shelter of those scriptures to learn about everything you wish to 
know and quench your thirst for truthful knowledge.' (7). 


ace: x; WMS aded HA d ae | Sa ESTEE Aaa dic |i 


vedantah ke raghušrestha vartante kutra te vada / 


hanümafichrnu vaksyami vedantasthitimanjasa // 8 // 


erst 3 yor € gai H os sm! dara fea wed €, seat ftufā wet è amu 
"E Tom’ | RA A- VA PA qee afsors Weed at feats sqonm FI (C) 


Hanuman asked, 'Oh the most exalted amongst the members of Raghu’s clan! What is 
called ‘Vedanta’, and where is it to be found? Please tell me'. 

Lord Sri Ram answered, 'Hanuman! I shall tell you just now what Vedanta is, and 
where you can find it. [That is, I shall explain to you about what constitutes Vedanta. The 
word literally means ‘the end of the Vedas’. It refers to the conclusion that ancient 
learned sages and seers arrived at by thorough study of the Vedas. The other more 
commonly used term for Vedanta is ‘Upanishad’. These are part of the Vedas, but instead 
of being ritualistic in nature they are rather philosophical expositions that explain the 
essence of the letter and the spirit of the hymns of the Vedas.] (8). 


Rama 4 fare ara: GT: | fey doase dens: uw: uei 


nihsvāsabhūtā me visnorveda jatah suvistarah / 
tilesu tailavadvede vedantah supratisthitah // 9 // 


qa few] d aa mou F faa ant de zem GUI fio d fe yar do aa P ot 
yar dēt H dard afea 2’! (9) 


The detailed, vast and voluminous treatises (scriptures) known as the Vedas were 
produced out of my breath. Like oil is present in the sesame seed as its inseparable part 
and its essence, for without the oil the sesame seed is useless, so is Vedanta—it is an 
integral part of the Vedas; they are established in the Vedas as their inseparable part, 
bringing out the essence and the spiritual nectar stored in the Vedas. [To wit, deviod of 
the Upanishads, the Vedas are like a body without its soul.]' (9). 


TA det: platam VST Wea | TUE: m g: HIM Fe AT: IRo 
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rama vedah katividhastesam sākhāšca raghava / 


tasupanisadah kah syuh krpaya vada tattvatah // 10 // 


erst 3 fex yo € qss! de fet wen m d sik Saal VTB feet È us zc 
sa BAH À Či HIT ge usb BI Wow sqm (o)i 


Hanuman asked again, 'Oh Raghav (Sri Ram)! How many types of Vedas are there, how 
many branches do they have, and which are the Upanishads amongst them— please tell 
me the reality about it all in detail.' (10). 


GA sama | ARAMA Semen Shar: | 


TU WIRST PAH: AEAT 0$ | 
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USSG SAT: VST: ATT: TTT | STHÓUTET T: |: VTE BT (|| 
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Srirama uvaca / rgvedadivibhagena vedascatvara īritāh / 
tesam šākhā hyanekah syustāsūpanisadastathā // 11 // 
rgvedasya tu sākhāh syurekavimsatisankhyakah / 
navādhikašatam šākhā yajuso marutatmaja // 12 // 
sahasrasankhyaya jatah šākhāh samnah parantapa / 
atharvanasya $akhah syuh paficaSadbhedato hare // 13 // 
ekaikasyastu šākhāyā ekaikopanisanmata / 


tasamekamrcam ya$ca pathate bhaktito mayi // 14 // 
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Sri Ram replied, "There are four Vedas— Rig, Yajur, Sam and Atharva. Each of them has 
many branches, and these branches have many Upanishads each. Oh the son of the Wind 
God (i.e. Hanuman)! 

The Rig Veda has twenty one branches, and the Yajur Veda has one hundred and nine 
branches. Oh the one who instills fear in his enemies! The Sam Veda has a thousand 
branches. And Hare' (Hanuman)! The Atharva Veda has fifty branches. Each branch is 
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said to have at least one Upanishad. A person who reads/recites even a single hymn 
(verse) of those Upanishads with sincere devotion (11-14)— 
[Note—'The word ‘Hare’ refers to Lord Shiva. Hanuman is believed to the 
11" form of Shiva, known as Rudra. It literally means ‘one who removes or 
eliminates', and since Shiva eliminates all ignorance and worldly delusions, 
providing liberation and deliverance to the soul of a creature, this epithet 1s 
applied to him. But in the present context it refers to Hanuman as the latter 
is deemed to be a manifestation of Shiva.] 


U wemqemqeai ref secur | we TTT yReneer cf RuN 


sa matsayujyapadavim prapnoti munidurlabham / 


rama kecinmunisrestha muktireketi caksire // 15 // 
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— is able to obtain oneness with me, a stature known as ‘Sayujya’, which is rare even for 
the sages to achieve’. 

Hanuman said, 'Oh Sri Ram! Some exalted sages say that there is only one sort of 
‘Mukti’ (liberation and deliverance from this artificial, mundane, entrapping and deluding 
world consisting of an endless cycle of birth and death; emancipation and salvation of the 
soul of the creature) (15). 


GAGA ASA ART: | TA ASTI Har AT IRG I 


kecittvannamabhajanatkasyam taropadesatah / 


anyetu sankhyayogena bhaktiyogena capare // 16 // 
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Some say that it is possible by remembering your divine and holy name (‘Ram’), while 
others assert that Lord Shiva utters your ‘Tarak Mantra" in the ears of those dying at 
Varanasi, thereby giving them deliverance. Some sages say that Mukti is possible by 
pursuing ‘Sankhya yoga” (which is one of the six schools of Hindu philosophies), while 
there are others who aver that having ‘Bhakti (Yoga)*”, or having sincere devotion and 
faith in the Lord, is the only means of obtaining it (16). 
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[Note—'Tarak Mantra—The word ‘Tarak’ means ‘that which gives liberation and 
deliverance’; and ‘Mantra’ of course means ‘a spiritual formula that enbles the aspirant to 
achieve success in his desired spiritual goal”. Hence, the Tarak Mantra is that Mantra 
which empowers the spiritual aspirant to find liberation and deliverance from this 
mudanne world of birth and death along with its associated horrors. 

This concept has been explained in a note that accompanies verse no. 1 of Canto 1 of 
Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad which is Chapter 2 of this book. 

*Sankhya Yoga— Sankhya Philosophy or Sankhya Shastra — 

References—(1) Krishna Yajur Veda's Varaaha Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 55, 
and Canto 4, verse no. 35; Shwetashwatar Upanishad, Canto 5-6; Pran Agnihotra, verse 
no. 1. (ii) Shukla Yajur Veda’s Brihad Aranyak Upanishad, Canto 2, Brahmin 5, verse 
no. 14; Mantriko-panishad, verse no. 14. (iii) Atharva Veda—Sita Upanishad, verse no. 
33; Annapurna Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 49-50. 

This is one of the six great schools of Indian philosophy. It was first propounded by 
sage Kapil as ‘Sankhya Sutras’. [Refer Bhagwata 3/25-33, and Canto 5-6 of 
Shwetashwatar Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition. 

Sage Kapil was the celebrated sage who is regarded as the fifth incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu (Bhagavata, 1/3; 3/24). He is compared to Lord Krishna in Bhagavata (10/26). He 
was the brother-in-law of sage Vashistha, being the brother of his wife Arundhati, and the 
only son of sage Kardama and his wife Devahuti. He taught even his mother spiritual 
wisdom in Bhagavata, and hence this part of this scripture is called ‘Kapil Gita’ in which 
the sage has expounded upon the philosophies of Sankhya Shastra, Ashtanga Yoga (the 
eight-fold path of Yoga) and Bhakti-yoga (the path of devotion for and submission to the 
Lord) (3/25-33). 

Sage Kapil is however renowned for one of the six schools of Indian philosophies 
known as Sankhya Shastra. 

It was propagated by Kapil’s disciple Aasuri, and then by the latter’s disciple Pancha- 
shikaa. 

The word Shastra means any body of knowledge which has been deeply researched 
and then systematically codified and made useful in a meaningful way. 

The word Sankhya, according to some scholars, refers to the ‘number’ or ‘numeral’ 
that it refers to, because it says that there are twenty five elements or ‘Tattwas’ in 
creation. However, there are some others who assert that it refers to ‘Gyan’ or 
acquisition of truthful knowledge of the reality behind the façade of illusions. It stresses 
on Gyan or truthful knowledge as the only path leading to liberation and deliverance of 
the soul from this world, and its attaining final emancipation and salvation riding on the 
boat of knowledge. 

Therefore, the combined word Sankhya Shastra refers to the philosophy that 
endeavours to unravel the great secrets of creation based on sound knowledge and 
rational logic. It has six chapters and contains five hundred twenty six Sutras or keys or 
codes that unlock the profound treasure of knowledge pertaining to who the creature 
actually is, how has he come to be what he is at present, and how he can be freed from 
this vicious cycle of birth and death. Only when one understands the beginning can he 
understand the end, because this so-called ‘beginning’ has its origin in the previous ‘end’. 
That is, only after something ends and carries forward certain baggage with it does a new 
beginning can start. After all, this 1s based on the fundamental tenet of Nature that 
*nothing can start from nothing; there must be something from which anything starts”. 
That is why we say that there cannot be smoke without a fire. 

Now, if one goes back to the ‘very beginning of creation’ when there wasn’t any 
prior life from which any new life could be born on the principles of *deeds and their 
consequences', i.e. the theory that when a creature does any deed in this life then he 
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would have to take a new birth to suffer the consequences of these deeds because they 
cannot be wished away, the question arises ‘what started this creation then?’ The 
Sankhya Shastra endeavours to answer precisely this question in a very logical and 
systematic manner. 

This secret was revealed, according to the of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition's 
Shwetashwatar Upanishad, 5/2, to sage and seer Kapil who was the first person to whom 
the esoteric secrets of creation were unraveled by the Supreme Being (Brahm) himself. In 
fact, the whole of Cantos 5 and 6 of this Upanishad are dedicated to this philosophy of 
Sankhya Shastra. 

This philosophy accepts only three basic yardsticks and valid sources of knowledge— 
viz. ‘Pratakshya’ or direct perception or cognition of anything such as directly seeing a 
thing for one’s self, ‘Anumaan’ or implied knowledge or deduction of anything entails 
inference of something based on some other first hand knowledge, and ‘Shabda’ or the 
word affirming this knowledge which is like a testimony of some witness or any 
dependable source. 

So this philosophy adopts the approach of reaching the unknown from what is 
known. It has reduced all that can be experienced in this world to two fundamental units 
of creation—the Purush (the Supreme Being; Brahm; cosmic Self) and Prakriti (Nature; 
the invisible matrix of all forms of natures and temperaments that characterize this 
creation). The basic argument of this philosophy is that *nothing can be produced from 
nothing”. In other words, if the creation has come into being, then there must be 
something that pre-dates this present creation. If this creation 1s the effect of some past 
deed, then obviously there must have some occasion when certain deed was done which 
resulted in the present. It states that ‘Karya (the result) pre-existed (had a truthful 
existence) in the Kaaran (the cause of the result)”. Suppose we have an earthen lamp. 
This lamp, made of clay or mud, was inherently present in the un-moulded lump of clay 
or mud before it was shaped. Had it not been so, the clay or mud could not have been 
moulded into the shape of the lamp. 

When this argument is applied to the experience of the world, one observes that there 
are three basic qualities exhibited by all things—one that gives pleasure and happiness, 
the other which is just the opposite, and the third which does not effect us at all, i.e. we 
remain neutral to it. Sankhya philosophy states that there are three ‘Gunas’ or basic 
virtues and qualities in creation which determine these three responses as well as the 
characters of things which evince these responses. These three Gunas are Sata which 
produce positive responses of happiness and bliss, Raja which create negative response of 
pain and sufferings, and Tama which generates neither. 

In more physical terms, Sata Guna means pure and holy, and it is conducive to 
knowledge marked by these characteristics. The Raja Guna produces desires and 
ambitions which create restlessness in their wake. Tama Guna is meanest of them all, for 
it creates a tendency for resistance and inactivity. A man having the Tama Guna in excess 
would not do anything himself and neither would he allow others to do their duties. 

It should be noted here that there is a situation when all these three Gunas can 
theatrically exist in perfect balance—this situation is the ideal situation and is 
synonymous with Prakriti at the cosmic level. This Prakriti, therefore, becomes perfectly 
‘neutral’ and self centered; it is the perfect example of grossness because it remains in a 
state of perpetual coma or paralysis because of this balance. It is when this perfect 
balance is disturbed that it starts stretching and yawning like a man waking up from a 
deep slumber. 

An example would illustrate. An electrolyte works when there is a difference of 
potential between the two electrodes—i.e. the cathode and the anode. A neutral solution 
having the same electrodes dipped in it would not perform the function of electrolysis. 
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On the other hand, the Purush is the cosmic Consciousness or the Atma or cosmic 
Soul. 

The evolution of the creation starts when a union is established between this Purush 
and Prakiti. There arises a question here. Purush is neutral and absolutely unattached to 
anything, while Prakriti is gross and lifeless. How is their cooperation possible? Well this 
is illustrated by the example of physically handicapped intelligent man who has lost the 
leg and cannot walk and a blind man who cannot see but can walk. The blind can carry 
the lame on his back, and under the latter’s guidance, can reach the destination. 

The process of evolution of creation from this primary Nature or Prakiti is as 
follows—As the result of the three Gunas mixing with themselves, the first offspring was 
‘Mahat’ or Buddhi (the cosmic intellect). 

From the Raja Guna part of this Buddhi emerged Ahankar (cosmic pride and vanity, 
ego and the notion of individualism and selfish arrogance). 

From the Sata Guna part of this Buddhi emerged Mana (the cosmic mind), the five 
organs of perceptions (eye, ear, nose, tongue and skin), the five organs of actions (hand, 
leg, mouth, excretory and genital). 

From the Tama Guna part of Buddhi emerged the five Tanmatras (the five 
perceptions of sight, hearing, smell, taste and feeling) and from these further developed 
the five Bhuts or elements (such as the sky, air, fire, water and earth). 

Thus, there would be twenty three such elements + Prakriti + Purush = twenty five 
components of creation in all. 

There is another way at looking at this philosophy. It describes the origin of the 
cosmos from Brahm who created the macrocosmic first Male called Purush and his 
female counterpart, the Prakriti (Mother Nature), who are the basic cause of this vast and 
myriad creation. The individual male and female human beings are the microcosmic 
forms of that macrocosmic Purush and Prakriti. It is their union which resulted in this 
cosmos. Their offspring were—Buddhi (intelligence, wisdom, mind), Ahankar (pride, 
ego), the mind-heart complex called the ‘Mana’, the five perceptions (of smell, hearing, 
touch, taste and sight) forming the subtle body of the creature, the five elements (space, 
wind, fire, water, earth), the ten sense organs (five organs of perception—ear, nose, 
tongue, eye and skin, and five organs of action —hand, leg, mouth, anus and genitals), 
which together formed the gross body of the creature, the invisible Atma (pure 
consciousness), and Prakriti (nature of the individual creature). These are the twenty five 
basic constituents of creation. 

So, according to Sankhya Shastra, there are twenty-five fundamental Elements or 
Tattwas as follows—one Avyakta (the un-manifest entity known as Prakiti or cosmic 
Nature) + one Buddhi (intellect, wisdom, discrimination) + one Ahankar (the inherent 
ego and pride that is integral to all the creatures) + five Tanmatras (senses—sight, 
hearing, smell, touch and taste) + the ten organs (five organs of perception—eye, ear, 
nose, skin and tongue respectively + five organs of action—hand, leg, mouth, excretory 
and genital) + one Purush (the macrocosmic Consciousness; the cosmic Self or Atma or 
Soul; the Male aspect of creation; the Viraat Purush who is all-pervading, all- 
encompassing, omnipresent, eternal, infinite, un-manifest and almighty Lord of creation; 
the macrocosmic gross body of creation). 

There is another version as to what constitutes the twenty-five Tattvas. They are the 
following—Purush (the primal cosmic Male; the Viraat Purush), Prakriti (primal Nature), 
Mahtattva (the powerful Buddhi or intellect), the Mana (mind), Ahankar (ego, pride), the 
five organs of perception (i.e. the eye, nose, ear, tongue and skin), the five organs of 
action (i.e. the hand, leg, mouth, excretory and genitals), the five perceptions (hearing, 
sight, smell, touch and taste), the five Bhuts (i.e. the five primary elements—the earth, 
water, fire, air and space or sky) = 25. 
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It further postulates that Brahm created Nature (cosmos) because it allowed itself to 
be covered or mired by the three Gunas—‘Sata’ meaning righteousness and virtuousness 
which are the best and noblest of qualities, ‘Raja’ meaning worldly passions and desires 
which are the medium or mediocre qualities leading to worldly desires, and ‘Tama’ 
meaning evils, sins and other mean mentalities leading to perversions and vices. The 
Purush, though he remains aloof, still gets shackled or attached to Prakriti, the creation, 
because of these three Gunas which act as ropes or strings that tie him down. This fact 
has been very stated in Shwetashwatar Upanishad, 5/10-12 and 6/10. 

Breaking one's habits is tantamount to liberation and deliverance from this bondage, 
and it is called Mukti. The three Gunas are the causes of the myriad temperaments, 
natures, thought patterns and behaviours of all the creatures, because they have all these 
three qualities or virtues in them, though they vary in ratio or proportion. These three 
Gunas are also present in Mother Nature, giving rise to a populace which is so varied and 
diametrically opposite to each other, even virtually getting at each other's throat, because 
of the infinite possibilities created by their mixing in different proportions to mould the 
innate nature, inclinations and temperaments of a creature. 

This school of philosophy says that there are five elementary 'Bhuts' in this 
creation—they are the earth, water, fire, wind and space which, in different permutations 
and combinations, form all the creatures who have a gross body. A creature, it says, has 
eleven organs— five organs of perception (ears, nose, eyes, tongue and skin), five organs 
of action (hands, legs, mouth, anus and genitals) and one organ called the Mana (mind 
and heart). 

According to Mahopanishad, 1/4 — 6 of Sam Veda tradition, these twenty-five 
elements or Tattwas are the following—five organs of perception (ear, nose, tongue, eye, 
skin) + five organs of action (hand, leg, mouth, genitals, excretory) + one Mana (mind) + 
one Ahankar (ego, pride, arrogance) * one Pran (the vital life-giving breath; the essential 
vibrations of life; the rhythm and essential functions pertaining to life) + one Atma (soul) 
+ one Buddhi (intelligence, wisdom, discrimination) + five Perceptions (sight, smell, 
hearing, taste, touch) + five Bhuts (earth, water, fire, air, space) = twenty-five elements. 
The Annapurna Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 5, verse nos. 49-50 
assert that those ascetics who see only one non-dual entity known as the supreme 
transcendental Brahm or cosmic Consciousness in this ever-changing and multifarious 
creation are the ones who are truly knowledgeable of the essence of the Sankhya Shastra. 
Sankhya Yoga—This philosophy is a combination of Sankhya philosophy and Yoga 
philosophy. In Shwetashwatar Upanishad 6/13 it is stated that the Supreme Being can be 
known by the means of ‘Sankhya Yoga’, i.e. by an intelligent fusion of ‘Sankhya’ and 
‘Yoga’. 

This philosophy is narrated in Srimad Bhagwat Maha-puran, Skandha (Chapter) 11, 
Sarga (Canto) 24. 

The second chapter of Bhagvata Gita is also called Sankhya Yoga. Now, let us 
analyse this word. It has two parts—viz. ‘Sankhya’ meaning learning and knowledge, and 
‘Yoga’ meaning a union, a conjunction, a fusion. Elsewhere, e.g. 5/5, this word has been 
used to signify ‘Gyan’ and ‘Karma’ or a conjunction of knowledge and the philosophy of 
doing deed. The ‘Praanaagni-hotra Upanishad’, 1, uses this word to mean ‘intense 
thinking, deep contemplation or deep insight'. It is also, therefore, synonymous with 
*Gyan Yoga” or the great concentration and diligent divergence of all energies of the 
creature to acquire truthful knowledge of the Truth and Reality behind what is apparent 
but not the whole truth, and what is not apparent at all. 

These two paths are not separate, independent and distinct from one another. They 
are like the two legs by which one walks. The word Yoga also means to bring about a 
union between two entities, to create a synergy between the mundane and the spiritual. 
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Here it refers to the union between the Atma and the Brahm, or the coordination of 
various elements of the creature's body so that congenial atmosphere conducive to 
spiritual upliftment and enlightenment is created for the realisation of the true nature of 
the ‘self?, which would mean realisation of the presence of Brahm inside the very own 
self of the seeker. To bring this about, deep concentration of mind is needed along with 
the focusing of all the energies of the body in one single pursuit; this is meditation and 
contemplation. 

The word Sankhya Yoga therefore means a combination of both the eclectic values of 
Sankhya philosophy and that of Yoga. Hence, that which brings about a fusion or union 
between the known and the unknown, that which establishes a coordination between the 
creature's individual world and the cosmic world of the pure consciousness, that which 
brings the Atma, the pure ‘self? of the creature close to the supreme ‘Self? of the cosmos, 
that which links and ultimately brings about a merger of the single unit with its parent 
body, and that which helps in the creature's final liberation from the vicious cycle of birth 
and death, is called Sankhya Yoga. 

Now the question arise how is this brought about? The answer is in the following the 
manifold path of Yoga besides acquisition of knowledge as expounded and espoused in 
the Upanishads. Yoga has basically two connotations—viz. (1) meditation and 
contemplation which aim in harnessing all the energy and potentials at the disposal of the 
creature and diverting them and concentrating them on one single goal chosen by the 
practitioner of Yoga; and (b) following other methods of achieving this aim as laid down 
in the scriptures dealing with Yoga. 

There are four paths of Yoga--(i) Gyan Yoga, (ii) Bhakti Yoga, (iii) Karma Yoga and 
(iv) Raj Yoga. 

(1) Gyan Yoga involves the intellect and mind to determine and delineate the true and 
the false; it helps to access and understand the reality and falsehood behind the 
manifested visible world which appears to be ‘real’ but is actually like a ‘shadow of the 
truth". This Gyan Yoga helps to establish the mind firmly into seeing unity in diversity. 
Those following Gyan Yoga are called ‘seers’ because they can ‘see’ beyond the visible, 
multifarious and bewildering variety of this false world. Gyan Yoga is in the realm of the 
intellect and discriminating mind of a creature. 

(ii) Bhakti Yoga refers to having devotion for a chosen Godhead who is a person's 
ideal, on whom he showers all his adoration, and on whom he focuses his attention. He is 
emotionally and sentimentally involved with his deity. Hence, the heart is the realm of 
Bhakti Yoga; it helps to commune with the divine. 

(iii) Karma Yoga expounds on the importance of doing deeds and taking actions, but 
with a different attitude. It stresses that we must not get "involved or attached” to those 
deeds or action in as much as we shouldn't be bothered about the rewards or punishments 
incumbent on such deeds or actions. We must do them dispassionately and with 
detachment. The action or deed should be treated as one's offering to the God as well as 
an offering to the sacred fire sacrifice. This will ensure that the actions or deeds are not 
unrighteousness, corrupt or evil. On the contrary, whatever is done in which a person's 
subtle sub-conscious says is not the correct thing to do will be deemed to be unrighteous, 
unethical and unlawful, and therefore cannot be an offering to either the God or the 
sacred fire sacrifice. 

(iv) Raj Yoga is the psycho-spiritual practice of exercise and breath control; it 
involves the various steps involved in meditation and contemplation, as is generally 
understood by the term Yoga. This Yoga lays emphasis on physical training of the body 
and the mind, and is the subject matter of numerous Upanishads dealing with such 
exercises (e.g. Yog Chudamani of Sam Veda). It deals with such subjects as Pranayam, 


395 


purification and activation of Naadis, kindling of Chakras (subtle energy centers in the 
body) etc. 

These four types of Yogas are not mutually exclusive; they coalesce and overlap with 
each other and their main aim is to help the aspirant seeker in his pursuit of 'self- 
realisation’. 

?Bhakti Yoga—It refers to having devotion for a chosen Godhead who is a person's 
ideal, on whom he showers all his adoration, and on whom he focuses his attention. He is 
emotionally and sentimentally involved with his deity. Hence, the heart is the realm of 
Bhakti Yoga; it helps to commune with the divine. 

The concept of Bhakti Yoga is similarly integral to the concept of Ichaa Shakti 
relates to the power of the mind to have or make wishes, desires, aspirations and the 
determination to fulfill them. It is longing for anything, wanting to possess it any cost, 
and then endeavouring to acquire it. It is a precursor to Karma Shakti. It is only when one 
wishes to do anything and has the determination to do it that he actually goes about doing 
anything at all, strives hard to get success in it, and then would like to enjoy the fruits of 
his labour. It is closely related to Bhakti Yoga inasmuch as when the Ichaas (desires) are 
turned away from the world and hooked onto the search for the Truth and Reality with 
devotion and sincerity of purpose, it helps the man to turn away from the entrapping 
world of delusions and artificial comforts towards the world of truth and reality, ie. 
towards his true ‘self’, the pure consciousness. The word ‘Bhakti’ means to be sincerely 
committed and devoted to anything, any cause, any principle, any doctrine or any entity. 
In this case, the devotion is towards the supreme transcendental Truth and the absolute 
Reality, whether known as Brahm or as the Atma. Bhakti Yoga therefore means a 
devoted and committed approach that coordinates the desires and actions in such a way 
that they are diverted to realisation of the supreme Truth known as Brahm instead of the 
mortal and perishable world of delusions and entrapments. 

The importance of Bhakti has been elaborately described in the Tripadvibhut Maha 
Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 8, paragraph nos. 9-12. 

The concept of Bhakti has a very broad sweep, and it incorporates such glorious 
virtues as having, inter alia, sincere devotion, dedication and firm faith in the Lord God, 
total submission and surrender before the Lord God, having unwavering love, conviction 
and belief in the Lord God, to be completely dedicated to the Lord and surrender oneself 
to him, having reverence and veneration for the Lord God, having no other solace, 
succour, hope and respite except the Lord, treating oneself as a humble servant of the 
Lord God and feeling fortunate at being able to serve the Lord God, remembering the 
Lord God at all times and offering each and every deed done and action taken to the Lord 
without expecting anything in return, remaining unruffled and calm under all 
circumstances with the view that these are the wishes of the Lord God and one has no 
right to get overly excited over them. In brief, Bhakti entails honouring the divine forces 
of creation in the form of some chosen deity who personifies the grandest virtues in 
creation. 

The Holy Bible explains the essence of Bhakti in very succinct words as follows—‘In 
him we live and move, and have our being’ (Acts, 17/28), ‘Trust in him at all times, you 
people, pour out your heart before him; for God is a refuge for us’ (Psalms, 62/8). 

The Narad Bhakti Sutra, literally meaning the fundamental formula that defines what 
comprises devotion for Lord God as enunciated by sage Narad who was one of the 
greatest devotees of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, is a treatise on Bhakti that is 
succinct and is universally respected as being one of the best in its genre. It has only 84 
Sanskrit verses. 

It says that the easiest (verse no. 58) and the best instrument for God-realisation 
(verse no. 80, 81) is ‘Bhakti’ because it gives the spiritual fruit or reward for which a 


person does any auspicious effort in the first place (verse no. 26, 30). It is superior to 
Gyan (knowledge), to Yoga (meditation), to Karma (rituals and religious observances), 
and other spiritual traditions (verse no. 25). Bhakti is a complete and wholesome way to 
attain self and god realisation; it needs no other support or help (verse no. 59). 

Bhakti gives eternal peace and bliss of the highest order (verse no. 60). 

Bhakti is divided into two aspects—(i) Paraa Bhakti, and (11) A-paraa Bhakti. The A- 
paraa Bhakti is divided further into (a) Gauna Bhakti, and (b) Mukhya Bhakti. The Paraa 
Bhakti is the aim of spiritual practice, while the A-paraa Bhakti is a means to achieve 
success in it. 

Paraa Bhakti is attainment of extreme and eternal bliss obtained upon God-realisation 
which is equivalent to self-realisation because the Parmatma, the Suprme Soul and the 
cosmic Spirit, is the same as the individual's Atma or his own soul. It is like nectar, and 
gives immortality and supreme form of bliss (verse nos. 2 and 3); it helps eliminate 
worldly desires and temptations (verse no. 7). 

The A-paraa Bhaki involves some methods to make this possible—such as having 
interest in worshipping the Lord (verse no. 16), having desire and interest in listening to 
the stories associated with the Lord (verse no. 17), to be engrossed in the thoughts of the 
‘self or the Atma (verse no. 18), surrendering all deeds to the Lord and always 
remembering him (verse no. 19). 

But it must be noted that Gyan or truthful knowledge of the reality 1s also conducive 
to attaining nearness or oneness with God (verse no. 28). In other words, Gyan and 
Bhakti go hand in hand; they aid each other instead of conteracting one another (verse no. 
29). Bhakti is the only way that leads to Mukti—liberation and deliverance from this 
world of transmigration leading to permanent rest for the soul (verse no. 33). Bhakti helps 
one to break free from the shackling effects of this deluding and entrapping world (verse 
no. 33). 

The methods by which Bhakti can be established and made to bloom in one's heart 
are narrated in verse nos. 34-42 as follows—to abandon attachments to material sense 
objects and sensual pleasures of this world, to desist from self gratification of the sense 
organs (verse no. 35), to do Bhajan—or the constant remembrance of the Lord, his divine 
name and divine deeds (verse nos. 36, 79), to hear and sing the divine stories, the virtues 
and the holy name of the Lord along with others in the community (verse no. 37), to have 
contact and communion with holy men such as great saints (verse no. 38-39, 42) which is 
obtained when the Lord is kind (verse no. 40), to treat true devotees of the Lord as being 
equivalent to the Lord himself (verse no. 41), to offer all the deeds and their fruits or 
rewards to the Lord (verse no. 61) along with any trace of negativity such as desires, 
anger, pride etc. that may still linger on (verse no. 65), and in general doing everything 
that is auspicious and holy which makes it possible for him to enhance his level of Bhakti 
(verse no. 76). 

Other aids to Bhakti are the following—Abandonment of the feeling of worldly 
happiness and joy on the one hand, and of sorrow, misery and grief on the other hand, 
eliminating any sort of desires and passions such as for gain or profit of any kind, and to 
be careful not to waste a single moment and be prepared for death that may come any 
time (verse no. 77). Practicing the virtues of ‘Ahinsaa’ (non-violence), ‘Satya’ 
(truthfulness), ‘Shaucha’ (cleanliness and purity), ‘Dayaa’ (mercy and compassion), and 
* Aastikta" (belief in God and the Holy Spirit as well as the teaching of the scriptures) etc. 
(verse no. 78). 

The main obstacle in Bhakti is bad company (verse no. 43), as well as Kaam (wordly 
desires and passions), Krodh (anger) and Moha (infatuations, attachments, delusions, 
entanglements) that lead to Smriti-bhransa (failure to remember the horrible 
consequences of commiting sins and getting entangled in the world), Buddhi-naash 
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(destruction of intelligent thinking and wisdom), and Sarwa-naash (complete ruin) (verse 
no. 44). 

Maya (the web of delusions so characteristic of this world) is a great obstacle and it is 
overcome only by detachment from all things (verse no. 46). Other methods of 
overcoming Maya are to live a serene life away from the world (verse no. 67), to break 
all worldly fetters and bondages, to become neutral by rising above the three Gunas of 
Sata, Raja and Tama, and to discard attempts to acquire and then worry about the 
protection of worldly possessions (verse no. 47), to not bother about the fruits of one's 
deeds and labour but do one's duty as ordained by destiny, peacefully and stoically (verse 
no. 48), and to abandon even the Vedas (excessive study of the scriptures once the basic 
knowledge and guidance has been obtained) and become free from all doubts, confusions, 
perplexities and consternations (verse no. 49). 

One must avoide the following also—talking about or remembering anything 
pertaining to women, material wealth, hearsay and talks that create doubts in the mind 
about the truth of the Holy Spirit, talks about one's enemies or those who are 
unfavourable—because all these things unnecessarily create vexation for the spirit (verse 
no. 63); negative characters such as Abhmaan and Dambha (pride and arrogance 
accompanied by deceit, conceit and pretensions) etc. (verse no. 64); getting involved in 
worthless debates and arguments (verse no. 74). 

The ‘Gauna’ Bhakti is like a dumb man attempting to describe some delicious food 
(verse no. 52)—4.e. it 1s a silent form of devotion for the Lord which has no external 
signs. Here, the devotee sips the nectar of spiritual bliss that comes with self and god 
realisation without showing any signs of his spiritual enlightenment. It can be 
experienced and never be described; nothing more remains to be attained or desired for 
after that (verse no. 54). 

The ‘Gauna Bhakti’ is of three types (verse no. 56)—4(1) Saatvika, (ii) Raajsik, and 
(ii) Taamsik. These are also called ‘Aarta-bhakti’, ‘Arthaartha-bhakti’, and *Jigyaasu- 
bhakti’. Gauna Bhakti is easy because it does not require any effort as it is done directly 
by having natural love for the God that arises in one’s heart. It leads to internal peace and 
bliss (verse nos. 58-60). 

A true and sincere devotee of the Lord acquires a holy aura around him which makes 
him effuse divinity and holiness similar to the Lord, thereby making their presence 
beneficial for the whole world around them (verse no. 68-71). Like the universality and 
oneness of the Supreme Being, Supreme Spirit, the Supreme Truth and the Supreme 
Reality, such realised devotees of the Lord have no distinction as to their caste, religion, 
knowledge, physical form, birth, level of worldly prosperity or poverty, or the type of 
deeds done by them—because they have risen above such mundane considerations (verse 
no. 72-73).] 
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Again, there are others who prescribe that ‘Mukti’ is possible by seriously contemplating 
upon and understanding the import and significance of the profound words pronounced 
by Vedanta (Upanishads). [That is, emancipation and salvation is possible when one 
acquires truthful knowledge about the reality and eliminates falsehoods, which would 
enable him to realise the true nature of the pure conscious ‘self’ that the Atma is, thereby 
setting him free from the bondages of ignorance and delusions which are at the root of all 
troubles pertaining to the creature's entanglement with this world. A person ‘free’ from 
ignorance is deemed to be liberated; he is deemed to be delivered from this artificial and 
entrapping world because he can see through the illusionary mirage-like smoke screen 
that this world represents in spiritual terms.] 
There are some sages who say that there are four types of ‘Muktis’ —Salokya, 
Sayujya, Samipya and Kaivalya' (17). 
[Note—'The four types of Muktis mentioned above are the following--(i) ‘Salokya’: 
which refers to finding an abode in the supreme divine abode of the chosen deity of the 
seeker; (ii) Sayujya: which refers to become one with the Lord; to merge one's own 
identity with the Lord so that one becomes inseparable from his Lord; this form of 
salvation is very similar to the one that which comes under the definition of Kaivalya; 
(iii) Samipya: which refers to being able to reside near the Lord to serve him; and (iv) 
Kaivalya: meaning 'the only one of its kind”, thereby implying that there is no other 
forms of Mukti except the one when the Atma abandons the gross body which is like a 
shackle for it, and then inseparably and indistinguishably merging with the supreme 
transcendental Soul of the cosmos. This is the eclectic and holistic form of Mukti extolled 
by the Upanishads. This Mukti means the dissolution or merger of the individual soul 
with the parent supreme Soul. The realisation that the soul of the individual creature is 
the same as the cosmic Soul residing in all the creatures of this world, to see the supreme 
Brahm as a resident of the inner-self of the individual creature as its Atma, and 
identifying oneself with that Atma which is synonymous with that supreme Brahm, 
which in turn leads to the recognition of non-dual nature of the soul of the creature and 
the supreme Soul of the cosmos, realising therefore that there is no notion as ‘duality’ 
when dealing with divinity and the supreme transcendental being called ‘Brahm’ vis-a- 
vis the creature, and other such basic tenets of Vedanta are the foundation upon which 
Kaivalya Mukti rests. According to Yoga Upanishads, Kaivalya Mukti is achieved even 
when the creature is alive because it primarily involves total realisation and 
disassociation from the body and the world with which it has to interact. When the seeker 
dies, he simply abandons his mortal coil, the gross body consisting of the different sense 
organs, and merges his Pran or the Atma with the macrocosm outside. Since the word 
‘Kaivalya’ means ‘the only’, this form of Mukti refers to the realisation of the one and 
the only spiritual Truth which is the absolute and irrefutable Reality in creation.] 
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Lord Sri Ram replied, "The ‘Kaivalya Mukti’ is of only one type, and it is called the 
ultimate emancipation and salvation. [The word Kaivalya itself means *only, non-dual, 
exclusive and unique'.] This form of Mukti is synonymous with the highest stature 
attainable by following the path of spiritualism. Besides it, even those who are involved 
in worldly evils and misconduct of any kind, and if they are wise enough to have Bhakti 
(devotion and dedication) in me, as well as repeat my holy and divine name with due 
devotion, dediction and faith, then oh Kapi (Hanuman) be assured that they have nothing 
to fear from any of the evil consequences of their sins and evil deeds. [18] 

They can obtain my 'Salokya Mukti’ easily be this method, and they do not have to 
wander in any birth in any form in any of the worlds. They obtain my divine abode at the 
end of their tenure in this world. That is, they find final liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation for themselves by attaining my holy abode, which is a 
metaphoric way of saying that they attain the highest spiritual stature obtainable by a 
person. 

On the other hand, those people who die in the geographical area called Kashi (i.e. 
the holy city of Varanasi), at a location called ‘Brahma-naal’ [19], they indeed obtain the 
kind of salvation and emancipation for themselves which provides them eternal freedom 
from the cycle of birth and death. Such people do not have to wander from birth to birth, 
or go to another world after death. [19 % | 
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When one has devotion for me and dies in the realm of Lord Shiva (at Varanasi; 
Kashi) [20], then the Lord utters my (Lord Ram's) holy Mantra, which is a bestower of 
emancipation, in the right ears of the dying person so that all the sins accumulated by him 
during his life are purged or destroyed, and he (the dying man) becoming one with me. 
[That is, he assumes a holy form which is similar to me; he merges with me. His Atma, 
his soul, leaves the physical gross body to merge with my cosmic form as the Supreme 
Soul of creation.] This is called ‘Sarupya Mukti’ (i.e. the person assumes a divine form 
which is similar to that of mine). [21] 

[This final liberation from the endless cycle of birth and death is obtained on the 
strength of my Tarak Mantra which Lord Shiva mutters in their ears, and which Mantra 
has the unique ability to bestow eternal from the cycle of birth and death. Refer: Ram 
Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 1, Canto 4, and Canto 6.] (18-21). 
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22. Those people who diligently and exclusively focus their attention on me (i.e. my 
divine form and my holy Mantras) while living a life of auspiciousness, righteousness, 
simplicity, piety and holinesss—such persons obtain the benefit from both types of 
Muktis—the Salokya as well as Sarupya. 

[That is, by having devotion for me, repeating my holy Mantras, and living a pious 
life devoted to me, a person is able to enjoy the spiritual rewards that come under the 
definition of Salokya as well as Sarupya. They obtain my divine abode, which is a 
metaphoric way of saying that they attain an exalted spiritual stature which is equivalent 
to my divine abode in the heaven. And this attainment makes them as holy and divine as 
me. ] (22). 


23. those who worship me and have devotion for me with the understanding that I am an 
embodiment of the Atma that is all-pervading and immanent (1.e. who see me in all living 
beings; who see my image or form as being reflected in each individual creature in this 
creation)—well, they obtain the sort of Mukti known as ‘Salokya-Sarupya-Samipya’. 
[That is, they have the benefit of all the three types of spiritual rewards rolled into 
one. They enjoy 'Salokya Mukti’ while living an ordinary life in this world—because 
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when they begin to see me in all the creatures who surround them, this world becomes a 
de-facto heaven, where I live, for them. 

They enjoy the benefits of *Sarupya Mukti’ because this realisation that I live 
everywhere in the form of the ubiquitious Atma makes them understand their their true 
form is one that is like me. This is because they realise that their ‘true self? is not their 
gross body but the Atma, their pure conscious soul. 

They enjoy the benefit of ‘Samipya Mukti’ because they find me living with them at 
all points of time as their own Atma that lives inside their own body. Besides this, they 
also see me in close proximity everywhere in physical form as the entire visible world 
stretching before their sight. So they are never alone; they are in close proximity with me; 
they always feel close to me.] (23). 

[Note— Verse nos. 22-23 can be combined to read as follows also—"This is also called 

*Salokya-Sarupya Mukti’, because in this form of Mukti, the person not only obtains my 
divine and holy abode but also assumes a divine and holy form that resembles my form. 

In other words, such a person becomes as holy and reverend as me.] 

The wise ones who follow the ethical path of morality and righteousness as well as who 
constantly remember me and contemplate upon my divine form as being the supreme, 
transcendental, all-pervading Atma that is the pure conscious soul residing uniformly in 
all the creatures of this creation—they achieve closeness with me, they reside with me. 
This type of Mukti is called *Salokya-Sarupya-Samipya' (i.e. a state where the creature 
gets the good fortune of residing in my abode, assumes a divine form which is similar to 
that of mine, and gets an opportunity to stay in my vicinity or very close to me) (22- 
23)."] 
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gurüpadistamargena dhyayanmadgunamavyayam / 
matsayujyam dvijah samyagbhajedbhramarakitavat // 24 // 
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When the wise one follows the path shown by his erudite, self-realised and enlightened 
moral preceptor and teacher (called his Guru) and contemplates upon my form which is 
faultless, beyond reproach, attributeless, eternal, infinite, imperishable and powerful, he 
becomes one with me, inseparable from me, and obtains the supreme state called 
‘Sayujya Mukti” like the insect that becomes similar to the black-bee which hovers over 
it constantly, mentally converting or transforming the insect form its earlier form as an 
insect to assume a new identity which is an image of the black-bee’. 

[When the black-bee catches hold of an insect, it hovers over it buzzing 
constantly. This has a profound effect on mind and the sub-conscious of the insect so 
much so that it gradually forgets that it is an ‘insect’ and instead begins to behave like the 
*black-bee'. Likewise, by constant meditation and contemplation on the divine form of 
Lord Ram and silently repeating the Lord's holy name, the spiritual aspirant undergoes a 
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drastic change at the subtle level of the mind and the sub-conscious. Since a person's 
external behaviour and his thoughts are controlled by this subtle instrument, his overall 
personality undergoes a change. From seeing the world in its gross physical form, he 
begins to see it from a different perspective; he sees Lord Ram everywhere and hears the 
Lord's divine name, i.e. the Mantra, as resonating in every direction. He, in short, is 
transformed from an ordinary man into a divine being who is no different from Lord 
Ram. The grand virtues of holiness, divinity, piety and mysticism begin to effuse from 
him naturally like fragrance from a flower or light from the sun.] (24). 

[Note—Sayujya Mukti means to become one with the deity worshipped. In other words, it 

means to merge oneself with the Lord God. 

Sayujya Mukti—References: Atharva Veda's Tripadvibhut Upanishad of the Atharva 
Veda, Canto 5, paragraph nos. 3-17; Canto 6, paragraph no. 22; Canto 8, paragraph nos. 
6-7, 17, 19, 22. While discussing this specialised form of Mukti, this Upanishad also 
describes the eclectic concept of Mukti in a comprehensive form in parapraph nos. 4-13 
of Canto 5. 

?The instance of the Bhramar (the black-bee) and the Keet (insect) has been used often in 
the Upanishads to indicate how constant remembrance of a thing transforms a man or any 
creature for that matter. 

The Bhramar catches hold of a Keet and confines it to a crevice. It then constantly buzzes 
over its captive Keet and a time is reached that the poor insect or worm forgets who it is 
due to the constant humming by the bee that has a profound psychological effect on the 
former. It loses its individuality and begins to think that it is also a bee. It becomes a de- 
facto bee for all practical purposes. 

The Naradparivrajak Upanishad of the Atharva Veda employs this metaphor to show 
how a Sanyasi who remains submerged in the thoughts of his pure conscious Atma and 
Brahm becomes an embodiment of the auspicious virtues represented by these entities. 
Refer Canto 3, verse no. 92, and Canto 5, verse nos. 22, 66. A Sanyasi who constantly 
thinks of the supreme Brahm and remains mentally absorbed in this eclectic thought 
undergoes a personality change. This is accordance with the wisdom that a man becomes 
what he thinks and what company he keeps. As time passes, the ascetic forgets about 
everything else except the thoughts of Brahm. Since Brahm is the divine entity that is 
blissful and eternal, the ascetic too transforms into a living example of divinity that 1s 
blissful and eternal. Being freed from all worldly fetters that ordinarily tie down a man in 
strong shackles, he is deemed to be freed from all worldly bondages. 

Now, let us see one sample verse to understand the import of the metaphor of the 
black-bee and the insect as explained in this Upanishad— 

“Canto 3, verse no. 92 = Having been soaked in the eclectic and sublime thoughts of 
Brahm which is the only blissful, supreme and transcendental divine entity in creation, 
when he has witnessed the subtle presence of this Brahm in his inner self and has realised 
the truth of the axiomatic maxim ‘I am Brahm’, he becomes firmly established in this 
eclectic Truth (i.e. he is convinced about the truth of Brahm, and his Atma being this 
Brahm personified). Like the insect that 1s always thinking about the large black bee 
because of the latter's constant humming over the former, a realised spiritual aspirant 
should always think of Brahm revealed in the cosmic sound called OM that resonates 
through his being. 

The black-bee captures an insect or a worm and constantly hums over it for long 
time. The resonating hum emanating from the buzzing bee overhead so much 
overwhelms the poor captive insect or worm that the latter forgets about its own nature 
and turns mentally into a black bee! The poor creature begins to think of nothing else but 
the buzz of the bee. It is mentally metamorphosed into a bee, and loses its own 
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individuality as an insect or a worm. Likewise, when the spiritual aspirant constantly 
thinks of Brahm, when he constantly meditates upon Brahm using the Mantra OM as a 
medium for such meditation, a method prescribed in all the Upanishads dealing with 
Yoga, a deep resonance is heard in his mind, and this is the cosmic sound of OM that 
begins to reveraberate in his nerves and veins so much so that his entire inner-self is 
submerged in the resonance created by the sound of OM. This OM is a sound 
manifestation of the cosmic Consciousness, and so when the meditating person begins to 
hear this cosmic sound of OM in his nerves and veins, he is said to experience the 
tittilation and ecstasy that comes with witnessing the cosmic Consciousness flowing 
inside his own body through his nerves and veins. This gives him the experience that 
comes with Brahm-realisation because the cosmic Consciousness represented by the 
vibrations created by the sound of OM is another name of Brahm.] 
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saiva sayujyamuktih syadbrahmanandakari Siva / 
caturvidha tu ya muktirmadupasanaya bhavet // 25 // 
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With this form of Saujya Mukti, he obtains bliss, happiness and peace that come with 
Brahm realisation as obtained by Lord Shiva (or as exemplified or taught by Lord Shiva). 
That stature is the one that bestows auspiciousness as well as supreme bliss and 
contentedness to the living being. 

Therefore, there are four types of Muktis obtained by worshipping me—viz, 
Sayujya, Sarupya, Salokya and Kaivalya (25). 
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iyam kaivalyamuktistu kenopayena sidhyati / 


mandükyamekamevalam mumuksünam vimuktaye // 26 // 
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Now listen to the means which gives the ‘Kaivalya Mukti’ to the creature. Merely 
Mandukyopanishad is potent enough to provide Mukti to the sincere seeker/aspirant (26). 
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tathapyasiddham cejjfianam daSopanisadam patha / 


jfianam labdhva'ciradeva mamakam dhāma yasyasi // 27 // 
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If one is not able to obtain sufficient ripeness or maturity of spiritual knowledge about the 
nature of the pure-self, the Atma, Brahm as well as about the absolute Realty and 
irrefutable Truth of creation and the creature itself, then one should study ten other 
Upanishads. By doing so, he will soon acquire truthful knowledge about the absolute, 
universal, irrefutable, eternal reality and essence of existence which enables the seeker to 
accept me in my glorious, divine, splendorous and radiantly illuminated form which is 
non-dual in nature. 

[That is, the seeker will realise that his pure-self, the Atma, 1s the same as me, and 
this realisation of non-duality and non-distinction between his pure-self and the supreme 
Brahm that is me, will fill his inner-self with the dazzling light of enlightenment which is 
synonymous with supreme bliss and God-realisation.] (27). 
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tathapi drdhata no cedvijiiāānasyānijanāsuta / 


dvātrimšākhyopanisadam samabhyasya nivartaya // 28 // 
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Oh the son of Anjani (i.e. Hanuman)! If your ‘Gyan’ (i.e. truthful knowledge of the 
absolute, eternal, universal, incontrovertible and irrefutable Reality and Truth) still does 
not become firmly rooted or established (or if you still do not have full contentedness and 
bliss, you still strive for more knowledge and still have doubts and queries left), then you 
should study, contemplate upon and practice the tenets/teachings of the other thirty two 
principal Upanishads comprehensively and systematically. By doing so, you will be freed 
from this mundane, deluding and entrapping world (28). 
[Note—That is, he burns all his egos and other faults associated with delusions and 
ignorance associated with this world, realises the true nature of his pure-self, becomes 
enlightened, and consequentially, he becomes one with the supreme Brahm. Even as a 
bumble bee remains oblivious of the surrounding world when it remains engrossed in 
drinking nectar from the flower, such a self-realised person remains totally absorbed in 
bliss and peace obtained by Brahm realisation which comes with truthful ‘self 
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realisation. These two states are synonymous with each other. So though he has a 
physical body like the bee, he has virtually lost his independent worldly identity and 
remains ever engrossed in drinking the ambrosia of bliss and happiness that comes with 
enlightenment and self-realisation. Further, as the bee has its mind and heart perpetually 
riveted to the nectar of the flower, this person also remains perpetually rooted to Brahm 
and its accompanying sublime and ethereal experiences.] 
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videhamuktaviccha cedastottarasatam patha / 

tasam kramam sasantim ca Srnu vaksyami tattvatah // 29 // 
īsakenakathaprasnamuņdamāndūkvyatittirih / 

aitareyam ca chandogyam brhadaranyakam tatha // 30 // 
brahmakaivalyajabala$veta$vo hamsa arunih / 

garbho narayano hamso bindurnadasirahsikha // 31 // 
maitrāyanī kausītakī brhajjābālatāpanī / 
kālāgnirudramaitreyī subālaksurimantrikā // 32 // 
sarvasāram nirālambam rahasyam vajrasūcikam / 
tejonādadhyānavidyāyogatattvātma-bodhakam // 33 // 
parivrat trisikhī sita cūdā nirvanamandalam / 

daksina sarabham skandam mahanarayanahvayam // 34 // 
rahasyam ramatapanam vasudevam ca mudgalam / 
Sandilyam paingalam bhiksumahaccharirakam sikha // 35 // 
turīyātīta-samnyāsaparivrājāksamālikā / 

avyaktaikaksaram pūrņā sūryāksyadhyātmakundikā // 36 // 
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savitryatma pāšupatam param brahmavadhütakam / 
tripurata-panam devitripura kathabhavana / 

hrdayam kundali bhasmam rudraksa-ganadar$anam // 37 // 
tarasaramahavakyapaficabrahmagnihotrakam / 
gopala-tapanam krsnam yajfiavalkyam varahakam // 38 // 
Satyayani hayagrivam dattatreyam ca garudam / 
kalijabalisaubhagyarahasyarcamuktika // 39 // 
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aR Roc) Afra (22-38) 


If you desire salvation after leaving your mortal body which has already become extinct 
because of your dispassion and detachment towards this world, then you should make a 
comprehensive and integrated study of all the one hundred and one Upanishads. 

Now I shall tell you the name, the order or sequence, and the respective ‘Shanti 
Paths’ of all those Upanishads. Listen carefully :- (1) īsa, (2) kena, (3) katha, (4) pra$na, 
(5) mundak, (6) mandukya, (7) taittirih, (8) aitareya, (9) chandogya, (10) brhadaranyaka, 
(11) brahma, (12) kaivalya, (13) jabala, (14) Svetasvatar, (15) hamsa, (16) arunik, (17) 
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garbha, (18) narayana, (19) paramahamsa, (20) amritbindu, (21) amritnad, (22) 
atharvasirasa, (23) atharvasikha, (24) maitrāyaņī, (25) kausītakī-brāhman, (26) 
brhajjābāla, (27) nrsingha-tāpanī, (28) kālāgnirudra, (29) maitreyī, (30) subāla, (31) 
ksurikā, (32) mantrikā, (33) sarvasāra, (34) nirālamba, (35) suka-rahasya, (36) 
vajrasūcikā, (37) tejo-bindu, (38) nada-bindu, (39) dhyāna-bindu, (40) brahmavidya, (41) 
yogatattva, (42) ātma-prabodha, (43) nārada-parivrājak, (44) trisikhī-brāhman, (45) sītā, 
(46) yoga-cudamani, (47) nirvana, (48) mandala-brahman, (49) daksiņāmūrti, (50) 
Sarabha, (51) skanda, (52) tripadvibhüta-mahanarayana, (53) advayatarak, (54) rama- 
rahasyam, (55) rāma-tāpanīya, (56) vāsudeva, (57) mudgala, (58) Sandilya, (59) paingala, 
(60) bhiksuka, (61) mahat, (62) šārīraka, (63) yoga-Sikha, (64) turīyātīta, (65) samnyasa, 
(66) paramahamsa-parivrajka, (67) aksamalika, (68) avyakta, (69) ikaksara, (70) anna- 
pūrnā, (71) surya, (72) aksya, (73) adhyatma, (74) kundika, (75) sāvitrī, (76) atma, (77) 
pāsupata, (78) para-brahma, (79) avadhüta, (80) tripurā-tāpanī, (81) devi, (82) tripura, 
(83) katharudra, (84) bhavana, (85) rudra-hrdaya, (86) yoga-kundali, (87) bhasma-jabal, 
(88) rudraksa-jabal, (89) ganapati, (90) jābāl-daršana, (91) tarasara, (92) mahavakya, 
(93) paficabrahma, (94) prana-agnihotra, (95) gūpāla-tāpanī, (96) krsna, (97) 
yajfiavalkya, (98) varaha, (99) šātyāyanī, (100) hayagriva, (101)  dattatreya, (102) 
garuda, (103) kalisamtarana, (104) jabali, (105) saubhagya-laksami, (106) sarasvati- 
rahasya, (107) bahrca, and (108) muktikopanisad (29-39). 
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All these one hundred eight Upanishads have the potential to destroy and terminate the 
three types of torments, called *Traitap”' from which a man suffers. 

By reading them attentively, by contemplating upon them with diligence, and by 
studying them with concentration, one achieves ‘Gyan’ (i.e. truthful knowledge of the 
absolute, universal, irrefutable and eternal Reality, leading to enlightenment and 
realisation), develops ‘Vairagya’ (i.e. renunciation and detachment towards this 
mundane, deluding and entrapping world and all its material objects and allurements). 
Such a wise and erudite person is also able to vanquish all the three types of *Vasanas"? 
(40). 

[Note—'The three sufferance or torments that afflict all the creatures of this creation are 
the following—(a) Adhibhautik—sufferences that pertain to his body, such as disease, old 
age etc., and problems arising form other terrestrial creatures, such as thieves, enemies 
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and kings; (b) Adhidaivik--sufferance that pertain to Gods and malignant stars; and (c) 
Adhyatmik—hurdles that come in the creature's spiritual well-being. 

?JVasanas are the numerous attractions, desires, yearnings, infatuations and other 
natural inclinations of the creature that tie him to this world. These Vasanas are of three 
types—viz. (a) ‘Lok Vasana'—this is the desire and greed for wealth, fame, sensual 
objects, territorial gains, powers, majesty etc.; it also refers to the ‘Vasanas’ pertaining to 
the body vis-à-vis one's son, property and wealth which a person has acquired and 
enjoys, and the world around him—his relatives, his fame, his contacts, his friends, his 
obligation, contracts and responsibility; it also means to appease those who are related to 
him with this body. The Vasanas relating to the world are the various attractions and 
allurements that his apparently enchanting and captivating world presents to a person. It 
also refers to the various and endless responsibilities and obligations, real and imaginary, 
that a person has, or imagines he has towards this world. (b) ‘Shastra Vasana'—this is the 
desire and yearnings related to scriptures and literature, such as a desire to become expert 
in them and be recognised as such, to studying them more and more, acquiring 
scholarship, expertise and accompanying fame, good name and money through them, 
become much sought after and acquire a wide followership based on this expertise and 
oratory etc. But this is a futile exercise because the scriptures are vast and like a 
fathomless ocean, and trying to realise the Supreme Truth by delving into the depths of 
the scriptures is like extracting pearl by churning the ocean. Though it is theoretically 
possible, but practically it is impossible and too far fetched. Such people rely too much 
on the letter of the scriptures and do not understand or follow their spirit, engrossing 
themselves in endless doubts and debates which in turn lead to confusions and 
contradictions. It is rare to find an enlightened soul amongst worldly scholars and orators, 
for their erudition is limited to gaining fame and name and nothing more. (c) ‘Deha 
Vasana'-this is the insatiable desire and passion related to the gratification of the sense 
organs, such as becoming licentious, engrossing oneself in enjoyment of worldly sensual 
objects, and all other types of indulgences and gratifications. 

The concept of Vasanas has been elaborately explained by Lord Ram to Hanuman in 
canto 2.] 
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purvottaresu vihitatattacchantipurahsaram / 
vedavidyavratasnatadesikasya mukhatsvayam // 41 // 
grhītvā'stottarasatam ye pathanti dvijottamah / 


prarabdha-ksayaparyantam jivanmukta bhavanti te // 42 // 
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How to read/study the Upanishads:- To begin with, the wise seeker/aspirant should 
purify/cleanse himself with a bath and become self-restrained. He should hear the 
Upanishads from a self-realised teacher who is well-steeped in the knowledge of the 
Vedas, has already cleansed himself with a purification bath, and is also self-restrained as 
well as enlightened. The 'Shantipath' (or the Mantras invoking the supreme Brahm in 
general, and praying to the almighty and supreme Lord to bestow peace, wisdom, 
protection and success to the seeker/aspirant) should be recited in the beginning as well 
as at the end of each Upanishad. 

Such a seeker/aspirant—who follows these principles while studying the Upanishads, 
tries to understand their real meaning, delves deep into their spirit and essence, and hears 
them being explained by a wise teacher as defined above (to eliminate his doubts, 
overcome his confusions and seek clarifications)—continues to live in this world with 
detachment and renunciation till the time all the accumulated results of his past deeds 
done in some previous life as well as the results of the deeds done during his present life 
are completely exhausted. In other words, such a man continues to live a life that is 
deemed to be equivalent to being liberated and delivered. Such a mentally free man is 
called ‘Jivan Mukta'! or a person who is ‘freed from the fetters that shackle a creature to 
this mundane and entrapping world as well as to its body’. (41-42). 

[Note—'The concept of Mukti has been elaborately explained by the Lord in canto 2 of 

this Upanishad. Basically Mukti is classified into two principle types—(a) Jivan Mukti, 

and (b) Videha Mukti. 

The word Jivan means ‘life’ and Mukti means ‘freedom and liberation’. A person 
who has the grand, noble, righteous and virtuous characteristics as well as is enlightened 
and self-realised about the ultimate truth of this creation becomes totally detached from 
this artificial, mundane and illusionary world even while he physically lives in it, has a 
body, and goes about his routine duties and chores and does his assigned jobs in this 
world. But with erudition and truthful knowledge he has realised the futility of this world, 
and therefore he remains completely dispassionate and detached from it just like a dew 
drop lying on the petal of a lotus flower. He does not get the least agitated or affected or 
passionate by any set of circumstances, whether adverse or favourable. He remains aloof 
and unruffled. That is being equivalent to becoming free from all the mental, emotional 
and physical uneasiness created by the turmoil of this world. It is deemed that such a 
person has obtained virtual deliverance from the shackles of this entrapping world, a 
condition called ‘being emancipated and delivered while still alive’; this phrase explains 
what constitutes Jivan Mukti. 

The Jivan Mukti state refers to freedom from being mentally engrossed in this 
delusory and artificial world and becoming free from the shackles that tie a person to the 
cycle of transmigration in this world while he still physically lives in it and carries out his 
assigned and designated duties and works with dispassion and detachment. This enables 
the creature to be free from any mental bondage that tie it to the ensnaring world; it is 
tantamount to be liberated from the shackles of this world while still living in the world 
with a body and going about one’s daily chores in a routine manner. After all, the very 
existence of the world is due to the mind; if the mind does not think that the world has 
any relevance, then it loses all pertinence and relevance for the creature. ] 
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vaidehīm māmakīm muktim yānti nāstyatra samšayah // 43 // 
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Meanwhile, when all of the effects of their past deeds wear off in due course of time 
during which they would have lived an exemplary life of renunciation and detachment, 
studying the Upanishads and implementing their tenets in their lives thereby setting a 
precedent for others to emulate, they shed their mortal coil (1.e. they leave their body) and 
achieve that supreme stature called ‘Videha Mukti'!, i.e. freedom from the bondage of the 
physical gross body and its accompanying horrors and limitations; they find deliverance 
from the gross body and the gross world, and become subtle and sublime like their true 
identity known as their Atma (43). 
[Note— The word Videha means one without a physical body. This state is obtained 
obviously when a person dies, for then his Atma or soul escapes from his body as Pran, 
the vital wind responsible for keeping the body alive and active. The Pran leaves the body 
in the form of ‘breath’; and therefore, it is also treated as being synonymous with breath. 
Now, breath is ‘air’ with all its characteristic virtues and qualities. It is present 
everywhere, but it 1s neither visible nor felt unless it blows as a soft breeze when it is felt 
by its touch on the skin. So, in this case, the soul of a person who has become Videha 
Mukt is compared to this all-pervading but invisible wind or air which is the mainstay of 
life in the form of breath or ‘Pran’. Consequentially, when a person dies, the breath easily 
moves out of the body without any trouble. Air as breath or Pran is not a dead entity but 
very much alive and active like the Atma or soul of the creature. When a person is freed 
from his body upon death, his Atma is liberated from the boundaries that are imposed 
upon it by the body. The Atma sets itself free and merges with the vast cosmos which is 
present outside the body even as the ‘Pran’ or breath present inside the body is liberated 
from it when it is exhaled and merges with the air present outside the body. This is 
tantamount to having liberation without the encumbrance imposed by the body on the 
Atma of the creature. 

Since the true identity of the creature is not his body but the Atma, in the case of 
Videha Mukti, this Atma or soul exits from the trapping of the body much like the breath 
going out from inside the body and finding liberation in the outside air. Even as the air 
does not perish after it leaves the body, the Atma which is the true identity of the creature 
also does not perish once it leaves the body and is set free. 

The word Videha, as we have seen above, means without a body, and the word Mukti 
means liberation and freedom, emancipation and salvation. So loosely, the phrase Videha 
Mukti means ‘freedom from the encumbrance and limitations of the body’. This Videha 
Mukti, generally speaking, is possible when the individual Atma, which is the truthful 
identity of the creature, leaves the body to merge with the cosmic Atma present outside 
the body of the individual creature. The example of the breath leaving the body is the best 
way to explain the concept. While the breath is inside the body, it represents the Atma of 
the individual because it is surrounded by the physical, gross body, but as soon as it is 
exhaled it becomes synonymous with being provided with Videha Mukti because it finds 
freedom from the encumbrances and limitations of the body and merges with the wind 
present in the vast space outside the body. So if a wise creature becomes totally unaware 
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of his body so much so that he does not even feel the pain of a pin pricking it, when he is 
totally oblivious of the fact that the body even exists, then in that state of existence he is 
equivalent to having actually lost the body altogether —that is, the creature has obtained 
Videha Mukti. This state is usually achieved during meditation by Yogis when they enter 
‘Samadhi’ which is a trance-like state of consciousness. 

A truly liberated soul is one who has understood the import of these two types of 
Muktis and creates a synergy between the two. Such a person not only becomes ‘Jivan 
Mukt’, or freed from the burdens cast by this mundane world, but also attains ‘Videha 
Mukti’, or is freed from the encumbrances and limitations caused by the body at the same 
time. These two types of liberation and deliverance go hand in hand; they complement 
each other. The best example of a person having both these forms of Muktis 
simultaneously is the legendary king Janak (father of Sita and father-in-law of Lord Ram) 
because although he was a king taking care of the mundane work of the kingdom, 
internally he was completely detached from the world and is considered the most 
enlightened and wise king that ever existed. That is why he is also called ‘Videha’. 

The concept of Jivan Mukti and Videha Mukti has been elaborately explained in 
Maho-panishad, canto 2, verse no.36-73 in the form of a spiritual dialogue between sage 
Shukkeo and the wise king Janak, and canto 5 verse nos. 23-41 which narrate the 
conversation between sage Ribhu and his enlightened disciple Nidagh. This great 
Upanishad is of the Sam Veda tradition.] 


aai Ai GRAB NRI | Uga ATT WSPRHETPSTH dxii 


sarvopanisadam madhye saramastottaram $atam / 


sakrcchravanamatrena sarvaghaughanikrntanam // 44 // 


WHur sami om xb eoo sud SET db MET ZI Eger us aR SE svp g À 
WR Wb Wye me st ad z (wx)! 


Out of all the Upanishads available, these aforementioned one hundred eight Upanishads 
are like the essence or nectar of all of them taken together. By listening to them 
attentively even once, all the hoarded or accumulated sins and their denigrating effects 
are eliminated (44). 


aS ITU qu Wade | Se WI Haley TAA AAT Iu I 


mayopadistam $isyaya tubhyam pavananandana / 


idam šāstram mayadistam guhyamastottaram šatam // 45 // 


@ Tat wn) qu JR fra a, zufou d3 ger fou zs met ur ara fear RW WI 
afa a SGI VIA erem eu ZI (wu) 
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Oh the son of the Wind God (Hanuman)! You are my ardent and sincere disciple; hence I 
have described them for your benefit. The scriptures known as Upanishads mentioned by 
me are very secret (i.e. they are not easily accessible or comprehended by all) (45). 


amA WI Toot segre ped Ca qd CF Urn: AU | ME II 
SHB 4 WU nep meuf | aT POETS ATT FI 
"fff mandy yard | RATA eet 4 HEAT IC II 


jfianato fianato vapi pathatam bandhamocakam / 

rajyam deyam dhanam deyam yacatah kamapüranam // 46 // 
idamastottarašatam na deyam yasya kasyacit / 

nastikaya krtaghnaya duracararataya vai // 47 // 
madbhaktivimukhayapi Sastragartesu muhyate / 


gurubhaktivihinaya datavyam na kadacana // 48 // 


ST 4, sam P ava vata vt erat WIS PA GI WS GAR ST GUI OD GN GI 
SMT è sp qu meg aga aa WÜD SH seat esr ot fd mi fou wa aga US 2 
Wed bug mp tec satel mpm fedi at eur dm adi ti Arse ot af F, 
pas 2, sant 2, d uf a fep è qur weet e free fae we Tai H di 
ot gu é Gf f wet m omm A sme saa Ñ dēl qup, se di ga at ei EU 
(44—xC) 


These scriptures (Upanishads) are very effective in providing emancipation and salvation 
to the creature's soul so much so that whether they are read with eagerness and 
willingness, with concentration and intelligence, and with a sincere desire to acquire 
sublime and truthful knowledge and enlightenment, or they are read without paying much 
attention to them and not even comprehending what is being subtly said in these 
scriptures, or are read merely as a context or reference material —notwithstanding how 
these scriptures are read or heard, they can still bestow liberation from the shackles of 
this world and provide deliverance to the soul of the seeker. 

You can give wealth or kingdom to anyone who wants them, but it is not proper 
to give (i.e. teach or make available) the Upanishads to all and sundry who are not worthy 
or eligible to receive them. 

Who should not get it :- Verily, those who are non-believers and heretics, who are 
ungrateful and unthankful, who lack faith, belief and conviction, who are sinful, pervert 
and engrossed in misconduct and misdemeanours of all kinds, who do not have any 
devotion and faith in me and my words (i.e. those who are not interested in spiritualism, 
devotion, worship, self-realisation, deliverance from this world, emancipation and 
salvation of their soul, seeking enlightenment etc.), or those who have fallen in the pit of 
scriptural knowledge which is actually a sort of a trap for them (i.e. they just go by the 
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letter of the scriptures without understanding their spirit, essence, meaning and aim; they 
do not put the tenets of the scriptures into practice in their lives and instead indulge in 
endless debates, oratory showmanship and exhibition of their literary scholarship)— such 
persons should never be given (i.e. taught, initiated into) the knowledge of the 
Upanishads (46-48). 


Warner IRA fec Ted | HES Gos HT FATT IKS 
WIG wie RISTHSGHBRN VTL dU: VSIA Wr AAP X STA: lho ll 


sevāparāya Sisyaya hitaputraya mārute / 
madbhaktaya sušīlāya kulinaya sumedhase // 49 // 
samyak pariksya datavyamevamastottaram $atam / 


yah pathecchrnuyadvapi sa mameti na samšayah // 50 // 


@ Feta! Garner STI «I, STH Ya ST ST TT aie + AT Aw GL, ses Go Ñ 
A d, Ke sn gals waa À, oss oru Wer ae ae goe sufme] al OT 
MRT zu VER À cafe ga AA st ued at gaa $ ae fa g wa su Om 
f, SoA FS Wes TA € (48—40)| 


Who is eligible to be taught the Upanishads; or, who is entitled to get its eclectic 
knowledget:- These one hundred eight Upanishads should be provided to a devoted and 
sincere disciple who is eager and diligent in serving his Guru, to an obedient son, to any 
of my devotees, to those born in a noble clan or a virtuous family, to those who are 
virtuous, humble and good-charactered, to those who are endowed with proper 
temperament and aptitude which are compatible with the acquisition of such knowledge, 
and those who have righteous demeanours and general auspicious temperament, but then 
only after duly examining them as to their eligibility for receiving these Holy Scriptures. 

Such a person who reads or hears these Upanishads is able to attain me. [In other 
words, such a person is able to achieve the exalted stature when the Atma of that person 
becomes one with me who am the supreme transcendental Brahm personified. He 
becomes one like me, finds closeness with me, attains my divine abode and gets the 
ultimate reward which is emancipation and salvation of his soul when he reads and 
understands these Upanishads.] There is no doubt about it (49-50). 


AMG MA | fren € d TEMAS Hug AT vigfjseuf | sass 
wears m AT qur def wem TA | ga faepe Fated serquTWWu | 
THT STATS WE Wien GATT 11 mr dus di 
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tadetadrcabhyuktam—vidya ha vai brahmanamajagama gopaya ma 
Sevadhiste'hamasmi / 

asüyakayanrjave Sathaya mā ma brüya viryavati tatha syam / 

yameva vidyāsrutamapramattam medhavinam brahmacaryopa-pannam / 


tasma imamupasannaya samyak parīksya dadyadvaisnavimatma-nistham / iti // 51 // 


"Eb ara Ha A cf adi Tat $a Hed € de faur sum cedi mer 4 wp TA sik 
ae At xar mp Wo quent faf i ae xe, yest fees, fear sik ge wer sme 
al aa Gaal wt unen cd ddan Gua who) der) wa tor fra sī 
SI spare Ù SA usar a, re ted a, Pret a sin aad À g cL qe A TS 
aÀ wa saat UA Wer ach zu ares fava ar aor fum at a S8 We wu 
"feu (42) 


This fact is also endorsed by the ‘Richas’ (the hymns of the Vedas). It is said that the 
body of knowledge of the Vedas once went to a Brahmin called Upanishad and said, 
‘Protect me, save me. I am your asset. Remember, don’t ever narrate me to those who are 
unduly skeptic and critical, trying to find unnecessary faults with even sublime things, to 
those who are contemptible liars, imposters and deceitful, and those who are of a sinful, 
wicked, scheming, evil, pervert, decadent, licentious and treacherous temperament. It is 
only then that I shall become greatly potent, stupendously powerful and majestic in glory 
and renown; it is only then that I shall acquire immense strength and capability to become 
successful in achieving my goal of spreading the light of knowledge, enlightenment and 
wisdom leading to the emancipation, salvation and bliss to the creature’. 

He whom the teacher finds eager, sincere, honest and diligent in study of the 
scriptures, imbuing their holistic knowledge and practicing their tenets, who has none of 
the bad habits such as indulgence and indolence, he who is scholarly, and has the aptitude 
and potential to study the scriptures, and he who observes self-restraint, abstinence, 
celibacy and continence— only when such a seeker/aspirant approaches a teacher should 
he be imparted a comprehensive spiritual knowledge about the pure-self which is 
synonymous with the supreme conscious Atma, which in turn is an image of the supreme 
Brahm or Parmatma. This holistic knowledge is called ‘Vaishnavi Vidya’, or the sublime 
and holistic knowledge that pertains to the Atma as a manifestation of the supreme 
Brahm. But prior to this, the teacher should subject the disciple to proper test of 
eligibility and aptitude to determine his worthiness for acquiring the Upanishads’. This is 
what Sri Ram told Hanuman (51). 


ag et tras arf: wee arcana quen eggs 14211 


atha hainam $riramacandram marutih papraccha rgvedadivibhagena prthak 
sāntimanubrūhīti // 52 // 
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sah Wad shmeezsü Ud eque 4 yer] ag! wae onfe 4 agen save a 
Tose D ARD mc BH MIT Hal mp qur HCH STI Fel uni (42)| 


Classification of the Upanishads:- After that, Hanuman asked Sri Ram—'Oh Lord! 
Please classify the Upanishads according to the Vedas they belong to, such as the Rig 
Veda, and also enlighten me about their respective ‘Shanti Paaths"'. 

[These Shanti Paths are invocational prayers asking the supreme transcendental Lord 
to bestow peace and bliss upon the person who does the prayer. These essentially seek the 
Lord's blessings and benediction, and request the Supreme Being to inculcate noble 
virtues and values in the aspirant who studies the Upanishads so that the real benefit of 
their study is obtained by him.] (52). 


a ems RM: | ata mam m g TTT 
TAGAT Se ane mad MMT: 83i 


sa hovāca $riramah / aitareyakausītakīnādabindvātmaprabodhanir- 
vāņamudgalāksamālikātripurāsaubhāgyabahvrcānāmrnvedagatānām 


dasasamkhyakanamupanisadam vanme manasīti santih // 53 // 


sia 3 el rād GH go safe ti sas aS A T (2) Ta, (2) SMa, 
(3) mAs, (w) ama, (4) frat, (&) "mo, (e) aame, (C) f, (3) 
whom sik Qo) Teal ST Wü Wa— AS A wah’ zewfe $ (43)! 


Lord Sri Ram replied, 'There are ten Upanishads in the Rig Veda, and their ‘Shanti 
Mantra’ is “vanme manasi’. 

These ten Upanishads are the following— (1) aitareya, (2) kausitaki-brahman, (3) 
nada-bindu, (4) atma-prabodha, (5) nirvana, (6) mudgala, (7) aksamalika, (8) tripura, (9) 
saubhagya-laksami, and (10) bahrca. 


Me : xad was fra $/The Shantipaath of the Rig Vedic Upanishads is 
the following :- 


s aS 4 ate sfāftgat wat A ata wfafeaqurenrdhd uf | deg a 

ater: spi A m owed | Aaaeeeaa | 

wei afemmf | TATA | TERA | tag Aa Ta ARA di 
3% MIT: Pomme |! eof: |!!! 


om varia me manasi pratisthita mano mē vāci pratisthitamaviravirma edhi / 
vedasya ma anisthah srutam me mā prahāsīh / 
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anenadhitenahoratransandadhamrtyam vadisyami / 
satyam vadisyami / tanmamavatu / tadvaktaramavatu / avatu mamavatu vaktaramavatu 
vaktaram / 


om Santih! šāntih!! sāntih!!! 


am a! € VM! p ai wa Gb fea a sīko ma aft Ho fer a oa (ufa fs 
Tat us à smdl tara vp fm d at owe Te aR Pw a ws sik wn) 
Tare! amu GE me Va et a ai fe Re as Š WR Gp we cz sm dm d 
STIS) Weg wey a Cu Us aq wu ua)! d ae 4 fava m sm Wr Gu aH À 
Tw d mm cu À Pè WW dg wa m$ fev 
TTU aad Uda Tom RI À ada sq" rmm di dē, wer di del ga HD UT 
atl Ta HX qe (sare fer ep forem T) wt war gti HY di aT VITA dii 


The meaning of this Shanti Paath is as follows—‘OM salutations! Oh supreme Lord! Let 
my speech and my mind be one and in harmony with each other (i.e. let my speech say 
what I think; let me not be deceitful, cunning, imposturous and treacherous; let me not 
speak and think differently). Oh Lord! Present yourself before me (1.e. remove all the 
delusions and the darkness of ignorance which have engulfed me from all the sides so 
that I can see through the darkness as well as the deluding mist, and view your 
splendorous form, experience the bliss of your presence). Empower me so that I can 
acquire the knowledge and wisdom enunciated by the Vedas while not forgetting that 
which has been already acquired. Let my self-study about the true nature and the essences 
of the absolute reality that the Brahm is continue uninterrupted, unhindered day and 
night. I should speak what is good and noble (i.e. I should never indulge in falsehood, 
deceit, pretentious talk, gossip, cursing, swearing, uttering of expletives, tattling, 
criticizing others, insulting them, making insinuations, etc.) as well as the truth (i.e. I 
should never indulge in deceitful talk and falsehood). Let the supreme Brahm protect me. 
Let the supreme Brahm protect my teacher. Let all the three types of torments that afflict 
me be calmed down. [The so-called three *Traitaps' are the torments that the creature is 
subjected to due to his body such as illness, old age; due to other worldly creatures such 
as fear from the king, thieves etc.; due to the malignant stars and opposed Gods.] Let us 
have peace. Let us have peace. Let us have peace.’ | 


ERAI IES? E SCAT OST aa CAs E E JIE EUSAE IE erage MS IRLI 
ST GO Uer f amd TT TANU ATA PAN 
sprospaemanrersseueurenmpgRWe ute zb mer gu 


Isavasyabrhadaranyajabalahamsaparamahamsasubalamantrikaniralambatrisikhi- 


brahmanamandalabrahmanadvayatarakapaingalabhiksuturryatitadhyatma- 
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tarasarayajnavalkyasatyayanimuktikanam suklayajurvedagatānāmekona- 


vimsatisamkhyākānāmupanisadām pürnamada iti sāntih // 54 // 


sot wem Yrs wsqde m ee safe dig m f È (2) wmm, (2) JETE, 
(3) FTA, (4) BA, (4) RAGU, (&) FINS, (e) Ufer, (C) fers, (8) ARNa, 
(40) ESITT, (22) ARIAT, (22) THe, (43) fpem, (4%) Wadia, (44) erem, 
(48) ARR, ($5) FAIR, ($4) wmedwrít AR ($4) gt! ga MT Aa ‘Wine: 
yig scafe & (wv) 


Similarly, there are nineteen Upanishads in the Shukla (white) Yajur Veda, and their 
‘Shanti Mantra’ is ‘purnamadah pürnamidam'. 

These nineteen Upanishads are the following— (1) īsāvāsya, (2) brhadaranyaka, (3) 
jabala, (4) hamsa, (5) paramahamsa, (6) subala, (7) mantrika, (8) niralamba, (9) triSikhi- 
brahman, (10) mandala-brahman, (11) advayatarak, (12) paingala, (13) bhiksuka, (14) 
turīyātīta, (15) adhyātma, (16) tārasāra, (17) yajfiavalkya, (18) sātyāyanī, and (19) 
muktikopanisad. 


[Mz : yao gida mare fet $/The Shantipaath of the Shukla Yajur Vedic 
Upanishads is the following :- 


3% yhe: WAS yia pierd e i i II 
a» WT | ena: mf 


om pürnamadah pürnamidam pürnatpurnamudacyate / 
pürnasya pürna-madaya pürnamevavasisyate // 


om Santih! šāntih!! Santih!!! 


ay 3%! E KE vil sien wT È, wa yar U ut Gg ae snp Å su eT À 
apt $i ae quf snp Su pi ga p Å ous gs EI EU WD Pasa 
at maga pt ép wa ed suu wat fare Gub woot ae T ép By snm ZI a! 
vum dat aot at ent a 


The Shanti Paath has the following meaning:-‘OM salutations! The supreme Lord who is 
represented by the cosmic divine word symbol OM is complete and absolute in all 
respects. This whole cosmos is wholly and completely encompassed and pervaded by 
him (i.e. the supreme Brahm pervades this whole creation even as water is uniformly 
present in wet sponge). This whole world, in its myriad forms, has originated from that 
whole, complete and indivisible entity. Inspite of this, that whole, complete and 
indivisible entity (Brahm) remains as such, that is, whole, complete and indivisible. Even 
when he is hypothetically separated from this creation, he still remains whole, complete 
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and indivisible. [That is, Brahm cannot be partitioned or fractured or divided in any way. 
Whether he is treated as a separate entity or as an integral part of the cosmos, his form 
and nature remains essentially the same; he is unique in this aspect. This is a reference to 
the non-dual nature of the supreme Brahm.] OM! Let our three torments be calmed down. 
[The so-called three *Traitaps' are the torments that the creature is subjected to due to his 
body such as illness, old age; due to other worldly creatures such as fear from the king, 
thieves etc.; due to the malignant stars and opposed Gods.] Let us have peace. Let us 
have peace. Let us have peace.” (54). 


Maret rā aa i : 
PUA APR we maaa MRT: yy 


kathavallitaittirnyakabrahmakaivalya$veta$vataragarbhamnarayanamrtabindva- 
mrtanādakālāgnirudraksurikāsarvasārašukarahasyatejobindudhyānabindu- 
brahmavidyāyogatattvadaksiņāmīrtiskandasārīrakayogašikhaikāksarāksya- 
vadhütakatharudrahrdayayogakundalinipaficabrahmanapranagnihotravarahakali- 
samtaranasarasvatirahasyanam krsnayajurvedagatanam dvātrimšatsamkhyā- 


kanamupanisadam saha navavatviti Santih // 55 // 


qp ede m 32 A Pig xm PI E (2) Hsacct, (2) afta, (3) Fa, (v) 
acu, (4) ATAR, (G) TM, (e) MA, (C) IAR, (8) ATE, (20) Wertz, 
(42) wer, (3) wu, ($3) IPRA, x) defe, ($4) turf, (44) sre, 
RY Aa, (6) fA, (28) wawa, (20) BH, (32) MR, (22) TARR, 
(23) Sif, (2%) aaga, (RL) mama, RA) SEA, RO) RTE, (36) TATT, (23) 
3mm, (30) AE, (32) HOTT sī (33) GaSe! SAH Wü MA We Asa 
We db pem gem è (44) 


Again, there are thirty two Upanishads in the Krishna (dark) Yajur Veda, and their 
‘Shanti Mantra’ is *saha navavatvu’. 

These thirty two Upanishads are the following— (1) kathavalli, (2) taittirih, (3) 
brahma, (4) kaivalya, (5) $veta$vatar, (6) garbha, (7) narayana, (8) amritbindu, (9) 
amritnād, (10) kālāgnirudra, (11) ksurika, (12) sarvasara, (13) suka-rahasya, (14) tejo- 
bindu, (15) dhyana-bindu, (16) brahmavidya, (17) yogatattva, (18) daksinamürti, (19) 
skanda, (20) Sariraka, (21) yoga-Sikha, (22) ikaksara, (23) aksya, (24) avadhūta, (25) 
katharudra, (26) rudra-hrdaya, (27) yoga-kundali, (28) paficabrahma, (29) prana- 
agnihotra, (30) varāha, (31) kalisamtarana, and (32) sarasvatī-rahasya. 
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[az : por gida wife A $/The Shantipaath of the Krishna Yajur Vedic 
Upanishads is the following :- 


3 We Taag iue at yam (ue ae aera | Wee reru] pur fated | 
a» wm: | wm Cmm! 


om saha navavatu/ saha nau bhunaktu/ saha viryam karvāvahai / tējasvi 
navadhitamastu / ma vidvisavahai // 


om Santih! Santih!! sāntih!!! 


@ 32 BET WATT WATT! ag vH CH fre us TE at U4 HU TT wil K 
db wr Wet ci) e AA up ur wi wet wi) gu CH gl arg st ve fau 
qmi A- eH ae fae Ho wer d wu OS eu GP Wu aes 9 «ti ewm dh 
«rdi at aft a eH wa vert «ti 


The Shanti Paath has the following meaning:-‘OM salutations! Oh the supreme, absolute 
Brahm who is an embodiment of the divine cosmic sound OM! Protect both of us— the 
Guru (teacher) as well as the disciple— together. Give us your patronage and sustain us 
(i.e. take care of our welfare and well-being). Let us together gain in strength. Let the 
glorious knowledge that we both acquire become glittering and splendorous as well as 
permanent, sound and unchallengeable so that no one can supersede us in our wisdom 
and knowledge. Let us be at peace with each other (i.e. we should not have any kind of 
jealously, malice, envy, hatred etc. against each other). Let all our three so-called 
"[Iraitaps" be calmed down. [The so-called three ‘Traitaps’ are the torments that the 
creature is subjected to due to his body such as illness, old age; due to other worldly 
creatures such as fear from the king, thieves etc.; due to the malignant stars and opposed 
Gods.] Let us have peace. Let us have peace. Let us have peace.’ (55). 


MASTS TO MAMAS GAIT WSS Tessas A: 
lu I 


kenacchandogyarunimaitrayanimaitreyivajrasucikayogacudamanivasudeva- 
soda$asamkhyakanamupanisadanamapyayantviti 
Santih // 56 // 
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ade & sat var o:& safe di sad mp AA P— (8) wu, (8) BRM, (3) 
am, (4) Fara, (4) Tet, (8) amg, (e) arrest, (C) ages, (3) Fed, 
Ro) EAT, (22) sre, ($3) Hear, ($3) MAR, (44) Baraca, ($4) NATECIA 
ak (46) STATS | Sach VITA KA mum Wn e (8)! 


Sam Veda has sixteen Upanishads, and their ‘Shanti Mantra’ is ‘apyayantu mamangani’. 
These sixteen Upanishads are the following— (1) kena, (2) chandogya, (3) arunik, (4) 
maitrayani, (5) maitreyī, (6) vajrasucika, (7) yoga-cudamani, (8) vāsudeva, (9) mahat, 
(10) samnyasa, (11) avyakta, (12) kundika, (13) sāvitrī, (14) rudraksa-jabal, (15) jabal- 
dar$ana, and (16) jabali. (56) 


[Wiz : armādu ware fra @/The Shantipaath of the Sam Vedic Upanishads is 
the following :- 


3+ ATT FAS arg mag: At Tear az ar | 
wd aau HE sep fest AT NT get Peed, SARGI RTA T 
KS | carat fad a sag Tai Na aa, d WRD Ag Ji 

3% wm: | vata: Umm |!!! 


om apyayantu mamangani vak pranshvaksauh $rotramatho balamindriyāņi ca sarvāņi / 
sarvam brahmaupanishadam maham brahma nirakuryam ma ma brahma nirakarot, 
anirakaranamastvanirakaranam me'astu / 

tadatmani nirate ya upanishatsu dharmaste mayi santu, te mayi santu // 


om Santih! šāntih!! Santih!!! 


Si 3! € TAA TTT! At up sin, aftr, sie, cnn sme wa AA us cfi, 
WoT we, Wits ws frs wr wur sts ws we at sik aģi sect F guga 
Spp eq atta € sa À ad oto mm cq ga vf adf ae RAR a wil 
Feat Fel STD Gd. Hi WITH TG HT Ud Ta H MT AT U [deg um KL Sa 
È feng wb ar wfures fear mar @ at ga Nun veered 1 ĀT UA GR TAA H 
V ET KI HX A amu gl wr «i 


The Shanti Paath has the following meaning:-‘OM salutations! Oh supreme Lord! Let all 
my sense organs of perception such as speech, eyes, ears etc. as well as the parts of my 
body which are called the organs of action (such as hands, legs etc.), all the ‘Prans’ (the 
vital forces of life) as well as the strength and powers of my body and the mind-intellect 
apparatus, my overall vitality, vigour and prowess as well as glory and fame become 
progressively more robust, be enhanced and attain more exalted stature than what they 
are at present. Let that Brahm who has been described and defined by the Upanishads 
never forsake me, and at the same time, let me never deny him. Brahm should always 


421 


treat me as his one of his own, and let the mutual relationship that is already established 
between the two of us become sound and eternal, constant and consistent. Let all those 
auspicious virtues, noble qualities and exemplary characteristic features which are 
collectively called *Dharma' (i.e. righteousness, probity, propriety) by the Upanishads 
always and constantly shine and illuminate my inner-self. Let me regularly, persistently 
and consistently pursue the supreme Brahm as the only target or goal of my life (i.e. let 
me concentrate on and divert all my energy and activities in this world exclusively 
towards a single Utopian goal—and that is, attainment or realisation of the supreme 
Brahm). Let all my three torments be calmed down. [The so-called three *Traitaps' are 
the torments that the creature is subjected to due to his body such as illness, old age; due 
to other worldly creatures such as fear from the king, thieves etc.; due to the malignant 
stars and opposed Gods.] Let us have peace. Let us have peace. Let us have peace.” (56). 


SAS Wer wa HURT WU: deii 


pra$namundakamandükyatharvasiro'tharvaSikhabrhajjabalanrsimhatapani- 
naradaparivrajakasitasarabhamahanarayanaramarahasyaramatapanisandilya- 
paramahamsaparivrājakaannapūrņāsūryātmapāsupataparabrahmatripurātapana- 
devibhavanabrahmajabalaganapatimahavakyagopalatapanakrsnahayagriva- 
dattatreyagarudanamatharvavedagatanamekatrim$atsamkhyakanamupanisadam 
bhadram karnebhiriti šāntih // 57 // 


sot wen, sade x3» sufme Sq sah mp AA È- (2) WR, (2) qvem, (3) HU zT, 
(4) aR, (4) aR, (&) qae, (e) Aea, (c) areata, (3) 
aim, (40) wm, (2) Araye, (23) wees, ($3) wd, (yx) 
msm, ($4) meaa, (94) SAT, Rv) Hd, (24) STM, ($9) WII, (30) 
Were, (82) Aada, (22) cat, ($3) MTA, (2%) SPHTSTIHTO, (24) ma, (28) 
ma, (Re) Moda, (RC) FST, (28) wma, (30) TAIT sik (3%) TES! TAH 
mA Aa ‘ue mU. supa’ gene 8 (4) 


Similarly, there are thirty one Upanishads in the Atharva Veda, and their ‘Shanti Mantra’ 
is ‘bhadram karnebhih srnuyama’. 

These thirty-one Upanishads are the following— (1) prasna, (2) mundak, (3) 
mandükya, (4) atharvasirasa, (5) atharvašikhā, (6) brhajjabala, (7) nrsingha-tāpanī, (8) 
nārada-parivrājak, (9) sita, (10) Sarabha, (11) tripadvibhüta-mahanarayana, (12) rama- 
rahasya, (13) rāma-tāpanīya, (14) sāņdilya, (15) paramahamsa-parivrajka, (16) anna- 
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purna, (17) sürya, (18) atma, (19) pāsupata, (20) para-brahma, (21) tripurā-tāpanī, (22) 
devi, (23) bhavana, (24) bhasma-jabal, (25) ganapati, (26) mahavakya, (27) gopala- 
tapani, (28) krsna, (29) hayagriva, (30) dattatreya, and (31) garuda. (57). 


[Hz : adia wis ft €/The Shantipaath of the Atharva Vedic 
Upanishads is the following :- 


a "Td HU: OA dar: Wa WSSPHTRRRISTAT: | 

Rear serfs dafēd garg: 1 

MT 1 eal quer aW 1: or AAT: | 

af crues: SRE: ft at geeafrearg |i 
a» wm: ! grafa: erie: ÉL, 


om bhadram karnébhih srnuyama dēvāh bhadram pasyémaksabhiryajatrah / 
sthirairangaistustuvārnsastanūbhirvyašēma dēvahitam yadayuh // 

svasti na indro vrddhasravah svasti nah püsa visvavédah / 

svasti nastarksyo aristanemih svasti no brhaspatirdadhatu // 


om Santih! šāntih!! Santih!!! 


SH ae! Te w Gel STET cub ae frr sat qe, UIS A Wed ae €T AMG "DI 
al HINT wd zesr U Zara U wem aed €— "ēdamu! vu SUC wd GU DW Ud 
HIME TH A HI BE, Fel, Wet SD STU Wy Wl ad CUN Hat A 1 US! TANT 
Set GSAT CD] SA Wel Wa at SMT A V 1 WU Tat Fo Mt War Heat 
wr a agit ati feet mer ak was x] sit S mp n? GU a qun HDI 
amer Heat 4 al EH MN, R AT Yes AR YE dl ae cf zufou fH w HS NI 
Wa Bl MGT Ftd Tel SAM sry HOT a ware Fa Hel vH Udb smq fe sī 
wad ae d am uma frat Ya Va sk hor è 4 tas mm, Uds YA, S 
eRe med) ak wf 4 cart geafa— 4 at can aan at & fēcu fadfauī 
$13 Ga Be ea Hea ud Hor mii Seat qur d ea a wa A ea at 
tl arate, anfuüefaa sik aae ga dat wem m quw wat d 


The Shanti Paath has the following meaning;-‘OM salutations! The disciples who are 
studying the scriptures at the place of their Guru (teacher, moral preceptor, guide) 
remember the Gods and pray to them for the welfare and good of their teacher, their 
fellow students as well as the human race as a whole— 'Oh Gods! Let us hear auspicious 
and noble things with our ears. Criticism of others, finding faults with them, useless 
gossip, cynicism, cursing and use of foul as well as abusive language, profanities, 
expletives and all other types of non-righteous, uncultured, uncivilised and unwarranted 
sinful words should not enter our ears. Let our lives be devoted to and focused on the 
Lord God! Let us spend our time in his worship and honour. Not only the ears, but let our 
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eyes too see good things only. Let not our eyes be ever attracted towards or enchanted by 
any sight or scene that is inauspicious, unrighteous, un-virtuous, detestable, abhorable, 
corruptible and degrading, perverting or depraving for the mind-heart-intellect complex. 
In short, let our views and sights be pure. Let our body, every part of it, be able, strong 
and healthy so that we can be fit enough to praise, worship, honour, serve and revere the 
Lord God (because an unfit, diseased and decrepit body is a great burden and hindrance 
in life of the seeker/aspirant). Let our age and life not be spent in the gratification of the 
sense organs or enjoyment of the materialistic world, or be frittered away in indolence 
and lethargy. Our lives should be used for the work of the Lord God (i.e. we can do 
righteous deeds of all kinds). They whose fame is spread in all the directions, i.e. the king 
of Gods named Indra, the all-knowing Purush (i.e. the supreme Lord), the legendary bird 
who can eliminate/remove all sorrows, miseries, distresses, troubles and tribulations of all 
kinds (i.e. Garud, the legendary eagle/heron who is the mount of Lord Vishnu), as well as 
the Lord of wisdom and intelligence, Lord Brishpati—all of them are the various 
manifestations and extension of the Lord's excellence, majesty, magnificent glories, 
stupendous powers and supreme dignity. Let them all sustain, enhance and nourish all 
that which is good for us. Their grace and kindness will give well-being and 
auspiciousness to all the creatures including us. Let all the torments pertaining to this 
existence be calmed down. [The so-called three ‘Traitaps’ are the torments that the 
creature is subjected to due to his body such as illness, old age; due to other worldly 
creatures such as fear from the king, thieves etc.; due to the malignant stars and opposed 
Gods.] Let us have peace. Let us have peace. Let us have peace.” (57). 


gada: FOU: ASTI: AST: YHOU AP VIAA 


aft generat pem 84 we fact vu | ara: udi 
PASSA | a mfuherdpnWeeeRRCIWESMD uc i 


A DRIG TINS: 1/ 


mumuksavah purusah sadhanacatustayasampannah $raddhavantah sukulabhavam 
Srotriyam Sastravatsalyagunavantamakutilam sarvabhütahite ratam dayasamudram 
sadgurum vidhivadupasamgamyopaharapanayo-'stottaraS$atopanisadam vidhivadadhitya 
Sravaņamanananididhyāsanāni nairantaryena krtva prarabdhaksayaddehatrayabhangam 
prapyopadhivinir-muktaghataka$avatparipürnata videhamuktih / 

saiva kaivalyamuktiriti / ata eva brahmalokastha api brahmamukhadvedantasravanadi 
krtvā tena saha kaivalyam labhante / atah sarvesam kaivalyamuktirjfianamatrenokta / 
na karmasamkhyayogopasanadibhirityupanisat // 58 // 
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iti muktikopanisat prathamodhyah // 1 // 


wr om gfe at arem usd e, fee Acoma sup at fads 2, gu OR m us 
Team m umbo ara 2, wae ane ve U ger Ugu Uma È d 
TSM FET SIT Taye 4 free fags Xo Sax sd sp sad sud 200 suf 
wp fads YET, AR Sa SNMP K Gp ATA Geil Te fea WoW Gp Gl ul 
aaar W— repe A sopa, da F Ts, We, Par, wees, wet VITA wl 
worm Ñ a Ta ca oT UE a fux Ve INST wq BU bump eo sd Bo, WH 
am aRar at vwd TS a ond € da d so Fae wa Ua wp ot 
aed e, aad ga a Om at od Zi aad faeegRe? meod $; sant hgesghes «ft 
«ed ei fou get Hox ae wm WP sofa a yaa AG TAA X 
HAT We HI WG Gu Wad dl sa: Wah fou am at a oues Hace ah Het mī 
8— sign, aera sar summ smfe m ar adh ge soy È (46)! 


yeaa WD YA STEHT GAMA SST 


Those who aspire for emancipation and salvation of their soul, are able to distinguish 
between what is eternal and what is perishable, are not interested either in the enjoyment 
and pleasures of the objects of this materialistic world or those of the heaven, are blessed 
with the virtues of ‘Sham and Dam’ (i.e. the qualities of self-restraint and tolerance), are 
eager and sincere for salvation, and have faith and conviction in the sublime, holy and 
divine tenets of these Upanishads— such aspirants should approach a ‘Sud Guru’ (i.e. a 
worthy teacher who is competent to teach the knowledge of the Upanishads). The 
qualities of such a teacher are the following—he should be born in an exalted and 
virtuous clan, he should himself be well-versed and steeped in the divine knowledge 
enshrined in the Vedas, he should have sincere interest and deep love for the scriptures, 
he should possess all the good qualities, values and virtues (such as righteousness, noble 
thoughts and actions, truthfulness, honesty, humility, simplicity, clarity of thought and 
firmness of conviction in the truthfulness of the tenets of the scriptures, etc.), he should 
be of a simple, saintly and pious heart, temperament and demeanours, he should be 
constantly and diligently involved in the welfare of all the creatures, he should believe in 
altruism, sacrifice and benevolence, and he should be an ocean of kindness, mercy and 
compassion. 

The seeker/aspirant/disciple should take some offering as gift for his teacher, and 
after having studied the one hundred and eight Upanishads from him, he should 
henceforth constantly read, study, discuss, contemplate upon and practice those scriptures 
in his life (i.e. the tenets that are proclaimed by the Upanishads should be put into 
practice by the aspirant). Then, by and by, when all the accumulated effects of all the past 
deeds done by the aspirant get exhausted and he becomes free from all encumbrances 
associated with this body consisting of the three hypothetical divisions (i.e. the gross 
body, the subtle body and the causal body), he attains the final liberation which is much 
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sought after. In other words, he breaks free from the fetters that shackle the creature to 
the gross body, and to the world through the body, as a result of which he becomes 
similar to the wind element called the Ghatakash which is present inside the earthen pot, 
and which gets released to the outer space when that pot breaks open. 

When the limitations of the body are removed, and when the soul escapes as the 
vital wind element from the body, the creature finds fulfillment and cycle of liberation 
and deliverance is complete. This is called * Videha Mukti’ (i.e. the final liberation when 
the encumbrances imposed by the gross body are removed, and the Atma in the form of 
Pran is able to get out of the body when the person dies and is released into the outer 
space to merge with the infinite wind or air element present in the vast cosmos; this is 
tantamount to the Atma merging with its primary source, the Brahm. This is true 
emancipation and salvation without the encumbrance of the gross body of the creature). 

This form of liberation and deliverance is also called *Kaivalya Mukti” because it 
is unique and one of its kind in the sense that from this state there is no return to the cycle 
of birth and death. *Kaivalya Mukti’ is that form of liberation wherein the Atma or soul 
of the creature merges with its primary source called the Brahm. This Brahm is the 
macrocosmic counterpart of the microcosmic soul of the creature. The word ‘Kaivalya’ 
indicates that this is the only salvation worth aiming for, as it is the best form of salvation 
to aspire for by an enlightened and wise man!. 

Even those who reside in the mortal world created by Brahma get their ultimate 
resting place with the supreme Brahm, called Kaivalya Mukti, by following the 
guidelines as enunciated by the Upanishads. It is achieved by hearing them attentively, 
pondering upon them and their meaning and message, and contemplating upon their 
subtle essence as well as putting into practice the doctrines enshrined in them. 

Therefore, it is only through pursuing the path of ‘Gyan’ (i.e. acquisition of the 
essential and truthful knowledge pertaining to the absolute Reality and irrefutable 
supreme Truth in this creation through the study of the Upanishads; obtaining knowledge 
of the Atma and its relationship with the supreme transcendental Brahm; the true and 
fundamental nature of this Atma and Brahm) that Kaivalya Mukti described above is 
attainable or made possible for a sincere aspirant— not by other methods such as ‘Karma 
Yog’ (i.e. by following the doctrine of ‘doing deeds’, such as doing righteous deeds 
which help to purge the accumulated evil effects of the past actions, and offering all the 
present actions to the Lord so that no new effects are generated to bog down the 
creature's spiritual progress in the future), ‘Sankhya Yog’ (i.e. one of the six schools of 
Hindu philosophy propounded by sage Kapil), and ‘Upasana’ (i.e. worship, adoration, 
prayer, paying homage, doing service, having devotion, seeking intercession of the 
chosen deity), etc. This is an Upanishad (hence, it cannot tell a lie) (58). 

[Note—Once the vital wind known as the Pran which is trapped inside the body is 
released into the outer space, it is impossible to segregate it and relocate it within the 
confines of a gross body. In other words, the liberation is complete and irrevocable. The 
Pran is also synonymous with the vital wind force of life that sustains life and provides 
vitality to the creature. At the time of death, the Pran comes out of the body and merges 
with the open space outside. Earlier it was trapped inside the body, but now it is freed 
like a bird released from its cage. This is truthful liberation and deliverance from all the 
torments and horrors that the creature has had to suffer due the body and its interaction 
with the world. 
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From the point of view of the Atma, which is the pure conscious *self of the 
creature, the removal of the three types of veils or sheaths or coverings that surround it is 
also tantamount to its liberation. These three sheaths are called the food-air sheath 
pertaining to the gross body, the mind-intellect sheath pertaining to the subtle body, and 
the bliss sheath pertaining to the causal body. When the wise and enlightened seeker dies, 
his Atma is deemed to be released from these encircling girdles just like a prisoner being 
released from the prison and set free in the wide world outside. Freedom gives it 
immense happiness and bliss. These virtues are associated with Brahm realisation, and 
when the Atma attains these auspicious virtues it is deemed to have attained Brahm. 
When all the barriers are removed, the Atma becomes one with the supreme 
transcendental Brahm which is incidentally its original and primary source. 

The main objective of verse no. 58 is to concentrate the mind on the supreme truth or 
reality which is pure consciousness residing in the heart or bosom of the seeker. The 
mind which controls the food sheath (i.e. sense organs) is full of agitation, restlessness 
and flux. It has to be controlled and guided by the intellect. So, the first step is to control 
and withdraw the mind from all external distractions of this world. This can be done by 
three means—(i) The Path of Karma, or doing assigned duties without being attached to 
them; (ii) The Path of Devotion or Worship and (iii) The Path of Knowledge. It is the 
third path which is being referred to in this verse. By introspection, contemplation and 
deeply pondering over the matter and acquisition of truthful knowledge, we are able to 
distinguish and discriminate between what is true and pure, and what is falsehood, 
illusionary and corrupted. It helps us to eliminate all the unscrupulous activities and 
clutter, and instead divert our attention inwards. Taken differently, we can witness the 
divine, pure, self illuminated spark of consciousness present in a dormant form in all of 
us by the following method—the Atma manifests itself through the gross body, the subtle 
body and the causal body. The gross body (sense organs) can be willfully controlled by 
the mind under the overall guidance of the intellect; the subtle body can be controlled by 
discrimination and proper, truthful knowledge. The causal body on the other hand, can be 
controlled by the integration and coordination of the subjective and objective mind. 
When all the three are controlled, the Vasanas and/or Vrittis (inherent worldly passions 
and desires as well as natural tendencies and temperaments) clouding the Atma vanish 
(i.e. they are eliminated for good). This results in the pure consciousness shining through 
the whole existence of the creature.] 
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STEITI—Y, m- 3 
sta A ud face yfth mr T; SAH vl a NIU; 
JL Rr] wr sum ud gam 


Chapter-4, Canto-2 


The nature and essence of ‘freedom from life and freedom from body’; 
their proof; the means to achieve them; their aim/objective 


qur ēd das Mela: mes. mu gr owfeufa frem a fe warenfafWa ie i 


tatha hainam $riramacandram marutih papraccha / 


keyam va tatsiddhih siddhya va kim prayojanamiti // 1 // 


erst 1 da uou Yee % aga! va yf wur e, fees af gar Posi gad 
eH at yam P, nep fest dā att € ah su Rr Oa FT 2?’ (2)| 


Hanuman asked Sri Ram once again, 'Oh Lord! What is ‘Jivan Mukti’ and ‘Videha 
Mukti’, what is their proof, how are they achieved, and what are their uses, aims and 
objectives?' (1). 


U dard RA: | esr mdenaqenps Roa: ASTEI 
waft | cee siem: | surfufafniewereracmerufegne. | 
SIA deg NETĀ MA: TAT | mdedfegRRRISRI 
FT: Tas sate | AMATAS Aah | Gem PTT qd 
qaiea feni STARTA veni Wem KAT GTA GTA TTT 
SAR Tat | SARATE: 112 1 


sa hovaca Sriramah / purusasya kartrtvabhoktrtvasukhaduhkhadilaksana-Scittadharmah 
klesarūpatvādbandho bhavati / tannirodhanam jivanmuktih / 


upadhivinirmuktaghatakasavatprarabdhaksayadvidehamuktih / 
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jīvanmukti-videhamuktyorastottarašatopanisadah pramanam / 
kartrtvādiduhkhanivrtti-dvārā nityanandavaptih prayojanam bhavati / 
tatpurusaprayatnasadhyam bhavati / 


purusaprayatnasadhyavedantasravanadijanitasamadhina jivanmuktyadilabho bhavati / 
sarvavasanaksayattallabhah // 2 // 


st ae SAR! sss Ñ "Pour X, À wai g, À oe = tot g- zen wt 
MA aa è ce fat 4 SRT ae R0 Web sm FouST eA A ot 4 few ga HT AT 
ST EIE VER FAM mp de HoT saa dea a SRE «| weww uf a 
Oh MERI at ait weer suf 4 Te at wae cha fazepm a ora $ GS ws 
di het Ur SAH AS Ah À He aI sas Af an face ge 4 SA A ya sae 
a dl mata a areas seafe 4 ae gaat at fate ca an fears at oft Gun 
a sur wur @1 Fe qey m yas uU, youd d Rez at 2i sup PP as, 
asa psp six SMS cup 4 ERI va at Vila at ei sdb TER qeu om 
waa 4 A We Gg Gi Sar, HA, aM XD ss ge TAY xp vag utm us faces 
qf anfe at fact att $i ae Mp am m are Sb ora Att $ R)I 


Sri Ram replied, 'Oh Hanuman! The erroneous thoughts and beliefs of the creature that *it 
is the enjoyer or a sufferer, that it is a doer of deeds, that it is happy or sad as a result of 
his deeds’ are all due to its mind. It is the mislead mind that makes the creature think and 
belief in this way. This erroneous knowledge or belief (that the creature is the one who 
suffers, who enjoys, who does any thing) is at the root of all its troubles, miseries and 
torments in this world; it shackles the creature to the world. The elimination or purging of 
this fallacious and misleading belief and its accompanying sorrows is tantamount to 
‘Jivan Mukti’! (i.e. being freed from the fetters that tie the creature to this illusionary and 
deluding world while he is still alive in it. In other words, when the creature rids itself 
from the wrong conception that it is the one who suffers and enjoys anything in this 
world, and that it is the one who does anything at all, then the creature finds perpetual 
peace. This is because the creature then would have realised the fact that it is the body, 
and not the Atma which is the truthful identity of the creature, that does any deed and 
therefore it is the body, and not the Atma, that suffers or enjoys the results of the deeds.) 
When the Atma of the creature cracks through the shell surrounding it, the former 
merges with the infinite space around it. That is, when the Atma leaves the body at the 
time of death of the creature and escapes from its limiting boundaries to merge with the 
vast and infinite space outside—the space which symbolically represents the eternal, 
infinite and fathomless Brahm—it is deemed to become one with Brahm. Such liberation 
of the soul is called ‘Videha Mukti” (literally a liberation that removes the encumbrances 
and limitations imposed by the body upon the creature. This is the ultimate emancipation 
and salvation of the soul when the body housing the creature is discarded and the soul 
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becomes free from its captivity and finds its residence with its primary source, the 
supreme transcendental Brahm). 

The situation can be compared to the space within a pitcher. When the pitcher is 
broken, the space inside the pitcher merges inseparably and indistinguishably with the 
space outside the pitcher. [In this example, the Atma is the space inside the pitcher, while 
the space outside is the Brahm, and the body is the shell or body of the pitcher. When the 
creature dies, the Pran, or the vital winds that sustain life in the creature, leave the body 
and the creature is declared dead. But according to Upanishadic philosophy, the creature 
simply makes its exit from the prison of the body and becomes free as a bird. This is 
because the truthful identity of the creature is its Atma and not its body that has died.] 

The 108 Upanishads are the authentic proof that the two types of ‘Muktis’ (i.e. 
deliverance, liberation, emancipation and salvation of the soul)— viz. the Jivan Mukti 
and the Videha Mukti— do exist. That is, their existence is endorsed and proclaimed by 
the Upanishads. 

The main objective of their teachings is to help the creature to obtain perpetual 
bliss, tranquility, peace, contentedness and happiness by eliminating all the sorrows and 
anguish, all the torments and pains that are associated with false beliefs and erroneous 
thinking that the creature is the ‘doer of deeds’ and ‘it suffers because of those deeds’. 

The Muktis are achievable by diligent industry and sincere effort, as well as by 
perseverance and inculcating correct wisdom and knowledge. One should shun 
misconceptions and hearsay. 

Even as a son is begot by doing a son-begetting fire sacrifice called ‘Putresthi 
Yagya’, wealth, prosperity and material well being are generated by commerce and trade, 
and heavenly abode is achieved by doing the *Jyotisthom Yagya’, one can achieve Jivan 
Mukti as well as Videha Mukti through the process of ‘Samadhi’? (ie. a meditative 
trance-like state where the creature becomes unaware of the surrounding world and 
realises the glory and illumination of the Atma shining inside him, leading to bliss and 
ecstasy). This ‘Samadhi’ is possible by inculcating the tenets of the Upanishads in daily 
life, practicing them rigorously and consistently with firm belief, faith and conviction. 
This is made possible by attentively hearing, reading and contemplating upon the great 
and eternal truths propounded by the Upanishads. Further, it is accomplished when all the 
Vasanas present inside the creature are eliminated, purged and destroyed. [The word 
Vasana means— various desires, allurements, yearnings, greed, passions, infatuations, 
attachments, and such other inherent inclinations and temperaments of the creature that 
tend to bind him to this illusionary and deluding materialistic world.] (2). 

[Note :-(i) Moksha and Mukti—They refer to a creature’s liberation and deliverance from 
the fetters that shackle it to this mundane, artificial and entrapping world conceived by 
Maya, or the fetters that arises out of its own delusions pertaining to this world. This 
freedom leads to emancipation and salvation of the soul of the creature. It is not 
dependent so much on deeds done by a creature as it is on remaining detached from these 
deeds and their results, which is a difficult proposition. This is not possible unless one 
realises that one's true self is the Atma and not the body. This is where people with faulty 
conception stumble. They forget that the very notion that ‘I am doing deeds’ is directly 
related to the creature having awareness of one’s body, because deeds are done by the 
body. If one is unaware of the body, then there is no question of even being aware of 
whether the deed is done or not. Incidentally, this unawareness of the existence of the 
body while doing deeds is what is known as ‘Samadhi’ wherein the aspirant goes about 
his normal routing work without being aware of what is happening. 
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These two words are synonymous with each other. They both mean, put simply, 
‘liberation and deliverance’. For example, when a person is in a difficult situation, he 
yearns for freedom from his torments, and once he gets it, he says that he has got Mukti 
or liberation from his torments, that 1s, he 1s delivered from a hellish situation. 

In spiritual realm, Moksha/Mukti has different connotations for the two main schools 
of Hindu philosophy— the Advaitya and the Dvaitya. The Advaitya school of thought, as 
the name suggests, means ‘non-duality’ while Dvaitya means ‘duality’. The Advaitya 
school's belief, inter alia, is that the soul of the creature is one with the supreme Soul 
called Brahm. This is an eternal, omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent absolute entity. It 
is the ultimate truth and reality. Hence, Mukti in this context means the individual soul of 
the creature breaking free or being ‘liberated’ from the endless cycle of birth and death, 
and it getting ‘delivered’ from its temporary abode in the physical body of the creature. It 
being *emancipated' means that its disability to break free has been overcome and it has 
been finally liberated, but this liberation or emancipation must logically end in the 
*salvation” of the creature which means merging of the liberated soul with its primary 
source which is the Brahm. It is like pouring the cup of water back into the ocean. The 
main exponent of this philosophy was Sankaracharya. 

The Dvaitya school believes in duality, i.e. that the supreme Lord (God) and the Jiva 
(creature) are two separate entities. For this school, there are four types of Muktis, viz (1) 
Salokya which refers to finding an abode in the supreme divine abode of the chosen deity 
of the seeker; (ii) Sayujya which refers to become one with the Lord; to merge one's own 
identity with the Lord so that one becomes inseparable from his Lord; this form of 
salvation is very similar to the one that which comes under the definition of Kaivalya; it 
is also called the ‘Param Pad” or supreme state of being one with the Lord. (iii) Samipya 
which refers to being able to reside near the Lord to serve him; and (iv) Kaivalya 
meaning ‘the only one of its kind’, thereby implying that there is no other forms of Mukti 
except the one when the Atma abandons the gross body which is like a shackle for it, and 
then inseparably and indistinguishably merging with the supreme transcendental Soul of 
the cosmos. This is the eclectic and holistic form of Mukti extolled by the Upanishads. 
This Mukti means the dissolution or merger of the individual soul with the parent 
supreme Soul. The realisation that the soul of the individual creature is the same as the 
cosmic Soul residing in all the creatures of this world, to see the supreme Brahm as a 
resident of the inner-self of the individual creature as its Atma, and identifying oneself 
with that Atma which is synonymous with that supreme Brahm, which in turn leads to the 
recognition of non-dual nature of the soul of the creature and the supreme Soul of the 
cosmos, realising therefore that there is no notion as ‘duality’ when dealing with divinity 
and the supreme transcendental being called ‘Brahm’ vis-à-vis the creature, and other 
such basic tenets of Vedanta are the foundation upon which Kaivalya Mukti rests. 
According to Yoga Upanishads, Kaivalya Mukti is achieved even when the creature is 
alive because it primarily involves total realisation and disassociation from the body and 
the world with which it has to interact. When the seeker dies, he simply abandons his 
mortal coil, the gross body consisting of the different sense organs, and merges his Pran 
or the Atma with the macrocosm outside. Since the word ‘Kaivalya’ means ‘the only’, 
this form of Mukti refers to the realisation of the one and the only spiritual Truth which is 
the absolute and irrefutable Reality in creation. 

Since the Advaitya school believes in only one end of the soul— its merger with the 
parent Soul—they emphasis ‘Kaivalya Mukti’ as the only form of salvation and 
emancipation. The word Kaivalya itself means ‘only’. 

The path to emancipation and salvation according to the Dvaitya school is through 
the medium of various mediation techniques such as— (i) Japa (repetition of the holy 
name of a chosen God), (i) Huta (offering of rituals and sacrifices), (iii) Archana 
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(roughly meaning worship and service), (iv) Puja (meaning adoration and worship of the 
chosen deity) and (v) Dhyan (concentrating on the various forms, activities and glorious 
stories associated with the deity) For the Advaitya School, meditation emphasises 
control of the functions of the body through various exercises, restraints and 
concentrations, a process called Yoga. 

Contemplation in the end, in both the cases, makes the seeker/aspirant realise the 
futility of the world and kindles in him an intense desire to search out the ultimate Truth 
and Reality. The Upanishads here act as a referee and guide. They advise the 
seeker/aspirant about the goal of life. What one contemplates with intensity is what one 
becomes. So, if one contemplates seriously on the ‘Truth’, he verily becomes the truth 
personified, and if he contemplates on the ‘False’, he verily becomes false himself. 

The concept of ‘deliverance’ has been encapsulated in the epic 
Mahabharat in these words:-- Who gets deliverance 


quz À egy sears gsm! SA Tarsu adar yw wa 

3: 

qelufequuH ard daudüs a) Hora g aT a: uaa a 

qa |1 

qea BOA TANIA sari rfr soca g: Wafa wo Arad || 
(Helo yfo 346/39, 3$—Y0) 


He who is unmoved by and treats joys and happiness as well as sorrows, miseries, 
troubles and misfortunes, gains as well as losses, victories as well as defeats equally, with 
equanimity and fortitude, whose desires, envies, ill-wills, hatreds, fears and agitations 
have been completely vanquished or eliminated—is the one who is truly liberated. When 
old age comes, the body develops wrinkles, becomes lean and decrepit, the hairs change 
colour to grey, the general appearance looses its sheen and attractiveness while the back 
tends to bend—one who constantly remains aware of these facts is truly liberated. When 
the time comes, manliness declines, eyesight fails, the ears do not hear and the vital 
forces of life becomes weak and on the verge of collapse—one who is always aware 
these thing is truly liberated. (Mahabrt, Shanit Parva, 288/37, 39-40) 

The concept of Mukti has been classified into two principle types—(a) Jivan Mukti, 
and (b) Videha Mukti. 

'The word Jivan means ‘life’ and Mukti means ‘freedom and liberation’. A person 
who has the grand, noble, righteous and virtuous characteristics as well as is enlightened 
and self-realised about the ultimate truth of this creation becomes totally detached from 
this artificial, mundane and illusionary world even while he physically lives in it, has a 
body, and goes about his routine duties and chores and does his assigned jobs in this 
world. But with erudition and truthful knowledge he has realised the futility of ththis 
world, and therefore he remains completely dispassionate and detached from it just like a 
dew drop lying on the petal of a lotus flower. He does not get the least agitated or 
affected or passionate by any set of circumstances, whether adverse or favourable. He 
remains aloof and unruffled. That is being equivalent to becoming free from all the 
mental, emotional and physical uneasiness created by the turmoils of this world. It is 
deemed that such a person has obtained virtual deliverance from the shackles of this 
entrapping world, a condition called ‘being emancipated and delivered while still alive’; 
this phrase explains what constitutes Jivan Mukti. 
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The Jivan Mukti state refers to freedom from being mentally engrossed in this 
delusory and artificial world and becoming free from the shackles that tie a person to the 
cycle of transmigration in this world while he still physically lives in it and carries out his 
assigned and designated duties and works with dispassion and detachment. This enables 
the creature to be free from any mental bondage that tie it to the ensnaring world; it is 
tentamount to be liberated from the shackles of this world while still living in the world 
with a body and going about one's daily chores in a routine manner. After all, the very 
existence of the world is due to the mind; if the mind does not think that the world has 
any relevance, then it loses all pertinence and relevance for the creature. 

"The word Videha means one without a physical body. This state is obtained 
obviously when a person dies, for then his Atma or soul escapes from his body as Pran, 
the vital wind responsible for keeping the body alive and active. The Pran leaves the body 
in the form of ‘breath’; and therefore, it is also treated as being synonymous with breath. 
Now, breath is ‘air’ with all its characteristic virtues and qualities. It is present 
everywhere, but it 1s neither visible nor felt unless it blows as a soft breeze when it is felt 
by its touch on the skin. So, in this case, the soul of a person who has become Videha 
Mukt is compared to this all-pervading but invisible wind or air which is the mainstay of 
life in the form of breath or ‘Pran’. Consequentially, when a person dies, the breath easily 
moves out of the body without any trouble. Air as breath or Pran is not a dead entity but 
very much alive and active like the Atma or soul of the creature. When a person is freed 
from his body upon death, his Atma is liberated from the boundaries that are imposed 
upon it by the body. The Atma sets itself free and merges with the vast cosmos which is 
present outside the body even as the *Pran' or breath present inside the body is liberated 
from it when it is exhaled and merges with the air present outside the body. This is 
tantamount to having liberation without the encumbrance imposed by the body on the 
Atma of the creature. 

Since the true identity of the creature is not his body but the Atma, in the case of 
Videha Mukti, this Atma or soul exits from the trapping of the body much like the breath 
going out from inside the body and finding liberation in the outside air. Even as the air 
does not perish after it leaves the body, the Atma which is the true identity of the creature 
also does not perish once it leaves the body and is set free. 

The word Videha means without a body, and the word Mukti means liberation and 
freedom, emancipation and salvation. So loosely, the phrase ‘Videha Mukti’ means 
‘freedom from the encumbrance and limitations of the body’. This Videha Mukti, 
generally speaking, is possible when the individual Atma, which is the truthful identity of 
the creature, leaves the body to merge with the cosmic Atma present outside the body of 
the individual creature. The example of the breath leaving the body is the best way to 
explain the concept. While the breath is inside the body, it represents the Atma of the 
individual because it is surrounded by the physical, gross body, but as soon as it is 
exhaled it becomes synonymous with being provided with Videha Mukti because it finds 
freedom from the encumbrances and limitations of the body and merges with the wind 
present in the vast space outside the body. So if a wise creature becomes totally unaware 
of his body so much so that he does not even feel the pain of a pin pricking it, when he is 
totally oblivious of the fact that the body even exists, then in that state of existence he is 
equivalent to having actually lost the body altogether —that 1s, the creature has obtained 
Videha Mukti. This state is usually achieved during meditation by Yogis when they enter 
‘Samadhi’ which is a trance-like state of consciousness. 

A truly liberated soul is one who has understood the import of these two types of 
Muktis and creates a synergy between the two. Such a person not only becomes ‘Jivan 
Mukt’, or freed from the burdens cast by this mundane world, but also attains ‘Videha 
Mukti’, or is freed from the encumbrances and limitations caused by the body at the same 
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time. These two types of liberation and deliverance go hand in hand; they complement 
each other. The best example of a person having both these forms of Muktis 
simultaneously is the legendary king Janak (father of Sita and father-in-law of Lord Ram) 
because although he was a king taking care of the mundane work of the kingdom, 
internally he was completely detached from the world and is considered the most 
enlightened and wise king that ever existed. That is why he is also called *Videha'. The 
concept of various ‘Muktis’ has been elaborately explained by Sri Ram to Hanuman in 
Shukla Yajur Veda's ‘Muktiko-panishad’. This concept has been also explained by sage 
Ribhu to his disciple Nidagh in ‘Mahopanishad, canto 2, verse nos. 36-73, and canto 5, 
verse nos. 23-41 amongst other Upanishads. 

"The concept of Samadhi appearing in verse no. 2 is that state when the seeker attains 
the last stage in meditation when there is no agitation, and its place is taken over by utter 
silence or trance like state. In that silence, the cessation of the flow of thoughts results in 
annihilation of the mind, and with it, the body. When the thought processes cease, there 
can be no discrimination taking place. When discrimination ceases, the intellect cannot 
exist. Hence, in that final moment of silence, when the mind and intellect are dissolved— 
the thoughts are vanquished, the mind is conquered, discrimination is absent and the 
intellect is annihilated—the erstwhile individual merges with the infinite reality, resulting 
in supreme and endless bliss. This provides ecstasy which can't be described but only 
experienced by the aspirant/seeker. 

Contemplation and meditation lead to Samadhi. Yogis also experience supreme bliss 
during Samadhi. Simply put, it is a trance like state when the consciousness has no 
perception of the external, physical world of sense objects and, on the contrary, it 
experiences the bliss of the pure self. This leads to an ecstatic state. 

The term Samadhi is derived from the Sanskrit root ‘Dha’ which means to put or to place. 
To this root are added prefixes ‘Sam’ (well) and ‘Aa’ (fully). Thus the word Samadhi 
means 'putting or placing the mind fully well. 

In Vedanta, Samadhi means the knowledge that identifies the Atma with Brahm. It is 
commonly used to mean ‘absorption or meditation’. The state of Samadhi is free from the 
dual defects (faults) of duality (that the creature and Brahm are separate) and effort 
(diligence in deeds and actions aimed towards the goal). That is, during the state of 
Samadhi, the creature looses its self independent identity and no effort is then required to 
experience the bliss of the supreme realisation of the absolute Truth— which is the Atma 
and Brahm are the same, are infinite and eternal. 

There are two types of Samadhis— (1) Savikalpa Samadhi (absorption characterised 
by the perception of division, distinction or difference) and (ii) Nirvikalpa Samadhi 
(absorption free from division, distinction or difference). 

The Savikalpa Samadhi is reached after long practice of the tenet ‘I am Brahm’ (i.e. 
there is no difference between me and Brahm). Unlike this practice wherein the seeker 
had to exert himself to maintain the thought that ‘I am Brahm’, during the Savikalpa 
Samadhi there is an effortless thought of ‘I am Brahm’. This Samadhi is characterised by 
the perception of the distinction of the triumvirate consisting of (a) Meditator (Dhyatr), 
(b) Meditated object (Dheya) and (c) Meditation process (Dhyan). Though the Meditator 
has withdrawn his mind from all thoughts and maintains a continuous flow of a single 
pointed thought that ‘I am Brahm’, he still continues to have the distinction between (a) I, 
the Meditator, (b) the Object, that I am Brahm and (c) the very physical act of meditation. 
Nevertheless, by virtue of the strength of knowledge that ‘he is Brahm’, the triumvirate 
becomes illusionary or imaginary just like the perception of various shapes of water— 
such as whirlpool, wave, bubble, foam/froth etc. are noting else but water, or the water in 
a cup, a glass, a jar, a tray, a pond, a lake, a river, and ocean may have different names 
and contours but are water nonetheless. 
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Sri Sankarcharya has cited the example of a clay elephant (Sarva Vedanta Siddhanta 

Saar Sangraha, verse nos. 821-822) to say that the elephant form does appear inspite of 
the knowledge that it is, after all, clay. Similarly, inspite of the knowledge that everything 
is Brahm, the triumvirate does exist in Savikalpa Samadhi. 
Nirvikalpa Samadhi— during this state, the ideal that I am the all-pervading Brahm takes 
firm root and it puts an end to all ignorance. The term means *no division or distinction or 
difference'. Here the seeker has no distinction between the triad of meditator or meditated 
object and the process of meditation. 

The main difference between these two Samadhis is that in the former there is the 

‘knowledge or awareness” that I am Brahm while in the latter it is the ‘being’ of I am 
Brahm. The difference of knowing and being is quit evident. It is one thing to 
theoretically ‘know’ that I am Brahm and quite different to ‘be’ Brahm. When the 
thought I am Brahm becomes effortless and complete, the meditator loses the distinction 
between himself, the object (Brahm) and the process (meditation)— all merge into one 
entity. In this Nirvikalpa Samadhi, the meditator loses the distinction between himself (I) 
and the object (Brahm). As a result, the ego that ‘I am meditating upon Brahm’ is 
vanished, and with it, the triad. By extension, it means 'there is no experience of 
distinction between the knower (meditator) and the known (Brahm)’. 
In Savikalpa Samadhi, the thought ‘I am Brahm’ is available for perception while in 
Nirvikalpa Samadhi, the same thought is not available for perception. A lump of salt 
floating in water will be seen as distinct from water (Savikalpa Samadhi) but when that 
lump of salt dissolves in water, no one can see it; there is no distinction between the 
water and the salt (Nirvikalpa Samadhi). 

The Nirvikalpa Samadhi is the plunging of the consciousness into the ocean of bliss 
encapsulated inside the causal body of the creature. All ignorance pertaining to the world 
is dispelled and therefore the world comes to an end simply because it exists only due to 
ignorance. Age, caste, position, opinion— none of these is a bar in entering the chamber 
of the self during Samadhi. It is open to all who seek it. 

To conclude, we can say that Samadhi means that state when the seeker attains the 
last stage in meditation when there is no agitation, and its place is taken over by utter 
silence or trance like state. In that silence, the cessation of the flow of thoughts results in 
annihilation of the mind, and with it, the body. When the thought processes cease, there 
can be no discrimination taking place. When discrimination ceases, the intellect cannot 
exist. Hence, in that final moment of silence, when the mind and intellect are dissolved— 
the thoughts are vanquished, the mind is conquered, discrimination is absent and the 
intellect is annihilated—the erstwhile individual merges with the infinite reality, resulting 
in supreme and endless bliss and beatitude.] 
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In this regard there is a ‘Shloka’ (scriptural hymn or verse) that says that a man's efforts 
and endeavours are of two types—(a) one that is against or opposed to the guidelines 
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prescribed by the scriptures, and (b) one that 1s in consonant with them or in accordance 
with the guidelines set by them. 

Out of these two, the former is the root cause of all misfortunes, degradation, ruin 
and doom; pursuing such a path is futile, ruinous and a waste of time and energy. On the 
other hand, efforts made in accordance to the scriptural guidelines prove to be a boon for 
the creature's spiritual enhancement and welfare, and it gives emancipation and salvation 
to its soul. 

The actual truth (as enunciated by the scriptures) cannot be learnt by the creature 
as long as it has *Lok Vasana' (i.e. desire for, and attraction towards, this materialistic 
world), ‘Shastra Vasana’ (i.e. desire to become expert in the scriptural books, to be much 
sought after for his literal knowledge, and to be recognised and honoured as such), and 
*Deha Vasana’ (i.e. to yearn for gratification of the sense organs). That is, these three 
Vasanas are the obstacles that come in the way of gaining truthful knowledge about the 
absolute Truth and irrefutable Reality. 

The Vasanas! are again classified into two types—good and bad (or auspicious 
and inauspicious; un-corrupt and corrupt; the ones that lead to a creature's well being and 
its all round welfare and the ones that cause its ruin and degradation). 

Oh Hanuman! If you pursue truthful knowledge by taking the help of of good 
Vasanas, or by following the auspicious and righteous path shown by the scriptures, you 
will benefit immensely from it and get an opportunity to achieve the noble and exalted 
stature which is equivalent to the spiritual utopia that would give you access to my abode. 
On the contrary, if you follow bad, inauspicious and corrupt Vasanas, then you will land 
in great trouble. 

Oh Lord of the monkeys! You must diligently endeavour to conquer/vanquish all 
the accumulated results of past deeds done by you. You should divert the surging river of 
the different Vasanas that is flowing through the various paths represented by all types 
good and bad desires that arise in a normal creature, paths that represent all types of 
inclinations and tendencies that are inherently and universally present in all the creatures 
that live in this world, into a channel that is uniformly pure and un-corrupt, that is 
uniformly pure and auspicious. That is, encourage your thought processes to pass through 
good and spiritually enhancing channels instead of allowing them to go wayward and 
swerve towards evil and sinful thoughts. 

The flow of Vasanas (1.e. inherent tendencies and natural inclinations of the mind 
of the creature; the natural thoughts and desires that are universally present in all the 
creatures) through the path that is evil and bad should be industriously diverted towards a 
path that is considered good and auspicious by the scriptures. This is because it is a 
tendency of the mind that it cannot rest and is always in a state of flux. Therefore, as a 
consequence, when it is stopped from going towards evil and bad, it will automatically 
overflow into that channel which is good, and this is true for the opposite situation also2. 
A man should try to tame the mischievous child-like mind most lovingly and courteously, 
and politely but firmly coax it, entice it and cajole it into doing what is good, righteous 
and virtuous. 

When both the types of your Vasanas (i.e. both the good as well as the bad 
Vasanas) begin to disintegrate, get gradually diminished in their intensity and finally 
vanish altogether, then oh the vanquisher of enemies, you should become assured that 
your efforts are bearing fruits (3-8). 
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[Note—'Vasanas—The pure consciousness (Atma) is the core of a man's personality. It 
is infinite, pure, all-pervading, omniscient, enlightened, changeless and supreme 
truth/reality. However, its infinite nature is clouded by the various Vrittis (inherent 
tendencies and inclinations) and Vasanas (desires and passion inherent in a man) 
resulting in the creation of a finite, limited, impure, corrupt, not fully enlightened, ever 
changing personality of the human being—such a person is called the *perceiver-feeler- 
thinker-doer’ entity. When the various Vrittis or Vasanas are eliminated or excluded (i.e. 
catheterized), the attitude undergoes transformation and metamorphosis from a perceiver- 
feeler-thinker entity (corresponding to the gross body, the mind and intellect collectively 
called the subtle body) into simple pure consciousness which, in reality, is the true 
identity of the creature. 

Man's real and truthful nature is pure consciousness but he passes through the three 
different, distinct, relative states of the waker, dreamer and deep sleeper states as a result 
of the interaction or play of consciousness in the Gross, the Subtle and the Causal bodies 
respectively. No sooner the identification of the pure consciousness with any one or more 
of these bodies is removed than his original, pure, natural form is unfolded. This state is 
called self-realisation, or Godhood—or it is also called the state of supreme and sublime 
bliss, joy, happiness, peace and tranquility. Hence, when the pleural personality is 
removed, the real, singularly unique personality shines through. 

It is the Atma which ignites/kindles/infuses life in the other 5 sheaths which are, left 
to themselves, inert and lifeless, even as a piece of iron is lifeless without the infusion of 
life into it by a magnet held nearby. This magnet is separate and distinct from the iron but 
it invisibly gives life to the dead, gross and inert piece of iron. The iron is the five sheaths 
and the magnet is the Atma. Remove the Atma and the man is as lifeless as the piece of 
iron. 

According to Hanso-panishad of Shukla Yajur Veda, the Atma resides in the heart 
which is shaped like an 8-petal lotus. Each petal of this lotus symbolises one type of 
‘Vritti’. The petal facing to the east represents the righteous and noble inclinations; the 
petal facing south-east corner (Agneya) represents sleep, drowsiness, lethargy, inertia, 
and disinclination to work; the petal facing to the south direction represents cruel 
tendencies; the petal facing in the south-west angle (Nairitya) represents the inclination of 
the mind to be sinful, unrighteous and pervert; the petal facing towards the west 
represents the desires for sports, action and play; that petal facing to the north-west 
direction (Vayabya) represents the desire to be on the move, to go, roam and wander; the 
petal in the north direction represents the affection of a creature for Brahm, its true self 
and its desires to endear it; the petal in the north-east direction (Ishan) represents the 
desires for charity; and the petals surrounding the thalamus represent the tendency to 
renounce, to be dispassionate and detached from the artificial, sensual world (verse no. 
8). 

Vasanas are the numerous attractions, desires, yearnings, infatuations and other 
natural inclinations of the creature that tie him to this world. These Vasanas are of three 
types—viz. (a) ‘Lok Vasana'—this is the desire and greed for wealth, fame, sensual 
objects, territorial gains, powers, majesty etc.; it also refers to the *Vasanas' pertaining to 
the body vis-à-vis one's son, property and wealth which a person has acquired and 
enjoys, and the world around him —his relatives, his fame, his contacts, his friends, his 
obligation, contracts and responsibility; it also means to appease those who are related to 
him with this body. The Vasanas relating to the world are the various attractions and 
allurements that his apparently enchanting and captivating world presents to a person. It 
also refers to the various and endless responsibilities and obligations, real and imaginary, 
that a person has or imagines he has towards this world. (b) ‘Shastra Vasana'—this is the 
desire and yearnings related to scriptures and literature, such as a desire to become expert 
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in them and be recognised as such, to studying them more and more, acquiring 
scholarship, expertise and accompanying fame, good name and money through them, 
become much sought after and acquire a wide followership based on this expertise and 
oratory etc. But this is a futile exercise because the scriptures are vast and like a 
fathomless ocean, and trying to realise the Supreme Truth by delving into the depths of 
the scriptures is like extracting pearl by churning the ocean. Though it is theoretically 
possible, but practically it is impossible and too far fetched. Such people rely too much 
on the letter of the scriptures and do not understand or follow their spirit, engrossing 
themselves in endless doubts and debates which in turn lead to confusions and 
contradictions. It is rare to find an enlightened soul amongst worldly scholars and orators, 
for their erudition is limited to gaining fame and name and nothing more. (c) ‘Deha 
Vasana’ —this is the insatiable desire and passion related to the gratification of the sense 
organs, such as becoming licentious, engrossing oneself in enjoyment of worldly sensual 
objects, and all other types of indulgences and gratifications. 

Now, when we talk of the Atma as pure consciousness or an embodiment of light, the 
question arises ‘how can we obtain the clearest perception of that reality?’ The greatest 
exponent of Vedanta philosophy, sage Adi Sankaracharya prescribes the following four 
paths—(i) discrimination between the eternal and truthful, and the non-eternal and non- 
truthful, (ii) renunciation of desires for sensual gratification and enjoyment of pleasures 
from this materialistic world, (iii) development of six divine eclectic wealth — self 
control, surrender, faith, forbearance, peace/tranquility and poise of the mind, and (iv) 
sincere desire for liberation and deliverance, because it is only then that the creature will 
try to find ways to achieve it. 

Basically there are three types of Vasanas as follows—(a) The *Vasanas' pertaining 
to the body relate to the attachments that one has with one's son, property and wealth 
which a person has acquired and enjoyed with his body, and the world around him —his 
relatives, his fame, his contacts, his friends, his obligation, contracts and responsibilities. 
It also means gratification of the sense organs of the body as well as to appease those 
who are related to him with this body so that they continue to serve and help him and 
give comfort and pleasure to his body. 

(b) The ‘Vasanas’ pertaining to the scriptures relate to the desire and passion for 
studying them more and more, acquiring scholarship, expertise and the accompanying 
fame and money through them, relying too much on the letter of the scriptures and not 
their spirit, engrossing oneself in endless discussions and debates leading to confusions 
and contradictions. The scriptures are vast and like a fathomless sea. Trying to realise the 
Supreme Truth by delving into the depths of the scriptures is like an attempt at extracting 
pearl by churning the ocean. Though it is theoretically possible, but practically it is 
impossible. 

(c) The ‘Vasanas’ relating to the world are the various attractions and allurements 

that this apparently enchanting and captivating world presents to a person, drawing him 
like iron to a magnet. It also refers to the various and endless responsibilities and 
obligations, real and imaginary, that a person has, or imagines he has, towards this world. 
'All human actions have one or more of these 7 causes —chance, nature, 
compulsion, habit, passion and desire'—Aristotle. 
'Do not ye yet understand that what so entereth the mouth goeth into the 
belly, and is cast out into the draught? But those thing that proceed out of 
the mouth come forth from the heart (and the mind); and they defile the man 
for out of the heart (and the mind) proceed evil thought, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness (lies), blasphemies. These are 
the thing that defile a man' (Bible, St. Matthew, 15/17-20). 
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"The mind is compared to the surging river because like the river that is swollen, the 
mind is also powerful enough to crash through every barrier and cause havoc for the 
creature if it is not controlled. The river can inundate large tracts of land and cause 
immense troubles when it is in spate, and especially when it is not properly channelised. 
It would carry clean water along its normal course, but it also collects filthy garbage and 
litter if it overflows its banks into the countryside and inundates fields and villages. The 
same river can produce electricity in a dam, and it can cause floods and havoc if not 
harnessed properly. The mind and its inclinations have a similar tendency—if the mind is 
properly harnessed, it has stupendous potentials that can lead to a creature's welfare, but 
if it 1s left untended and loose then it can cause havoc for it.] 


Ream yet yaa ATA | eat areas 4 SIND MEM 1g I 


sandigdhayamapi bhr$am šubhāmeva samacara / 
subhāyām vasanavrddhau na dosaya marutsuta // 9 // 


€ Tat g Sel rem m stead Fae vp gel WD ae a at fuer gi yu 
qme Rz oed oux Het cy sa Tel lati (3) 


Oh Son of the Wind God (marutsuta)! When in doubt, you should take the safer bet and 
focus your attention on Vasanas that are categorised as ‘good’. 

Be consciously and consistently focusing your attention towards good, auspicious, 
righteous, uncorrupt and noble Vasanas (and keep away from the opposite type of 
Vasanas, i.e. the bad ones). If such good Vasanas are enhanced, they never produce bad 
results. 

[That is, if the choice is between good and bad Vasanas, the seeker should opt for the 
former, but when there is no choice, it is better to divert the mind forcefully towards 
things which are considered noble and good instead of letting the mind lying idle or 
allowing it to rest on bad thoughts because the mind can never rest in peace and will 
automatically, imperceptibly go towards unrighteous Vasanas as they are more pleasing 
for the gross body of the creature and gratifies its sense organs.] (9). 


ATT TATA WEE | wee feu ur waft weg gd: dol 


vasanaksayavijfianamanona$a mahamate / 


samakalam cirabhyasta bhavanti phalada matah // 10 // 


$ Wem SAM! snnm a sea, fla sik TAT z4 dr «T us oe dhe 
TH SAT He R TE GS WE Gud I Qo) 
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Oh most wise and intelligent Hanuman (matah)! The three steps that help the seeker or 
aspirant to benefit from the truthful awareness of what constitutes Vasanas are the 
following— (1) diligent efforts that lead to disintegration, purging and elimination of 
Vasanas, (ii) acquisition of truthful knowledge about what constitutes Vasanas, and (iii) 
conquering of the mind. They produce their good results over a long period of time (10). 


35 Ud UH TATU V4: WA: | aaa eaaa WIN: di 


traya evam samam yavannabhyastasca punah punah / 


tavanna pada-sampraptirbhavatyapi samāšataih // 11 // 


ao we m4 didi mr ATS Ux uS ae X fum sm ds dx dast wu dat yu od 
deus wp wf met eet! (22) 


Unless these three are diligently practiced simultaneously, one cannot achieve the 
*Kaivalya Pad” (literally the only and one state of existence that is to become one with 
the supreme Lord or Brahm; emancipation and final salvation of the soul) even in 
hundreds of years (11). 


uaa acd uds fure | aa fats ues en uad sa IR? II 


ekaika$o nisevyante yadyete ciramapyalam / 
tanna siddhim prayacchanti mantrah samkirtita iva // 12 // 


IR AAST Sa Ga sara Sf esr sa at fra yar eHs—ans du uu uu 
"3 fag vet att set yee erat feat tet etl (22) 


If they are practiced separately or in an ad-hoc basis, they do not produce the desired 
results even as the various Mantras prove useless if they are not repeated in a proper and 
an integrated way. [For example, the letters of the alphabet should be arranged and used 
in a proper sequence to form a meaningful word, phrase or sentence; otherwise, a 
fractured structure of the sequence of the same letters will make no sense at all.] (12). 


ARR gar: | Agha yeaa fausses ša Ik 311 


tribhiretaiScirabhyastairhrdayagranthayo drdhah / 


nihSankameva trutyanti bisacchedadguna iva // 13 // 
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afe z4 di mr WHO qe stare fear wm a owes at «g ufu ot set yar T at 
wt € Fa HO St ae wl dep sah W zz ad ti (23) 


If those three (see above) are practiced simultaneously over a long period of time with 
diligence and patience, the strong knots of the heart that tie down the creature to this 
artificial and deluding world are easily untied (or dismantled) just like the strands of fiber 
of a lotus flower fall apart when its stem is split/broken into two (13). 


rrr Feat Saar pur fenum feat + tad gafad IRL 


janmāntarašatābhyastā mithyā samsaravasana / 
sā cirabhyasayogena vina na ksīyate kvacit // 14 // 


fra „st dan Wm Gp Gast rnb A arem a up P ae dhe dw WD (um) 
fas: fam ert attur tet acti (2x) 


The worldly desires and passions, greeds and yearnings which are being pursued over 
hundred of lives cannot be so easily purged and overcome without doing diligent practice 
as well as making sincere and industrious efforts for a long period of time (14). 


THR uer Teter fafa | S GTA GG KAB |RU II 


tasmātsaumya prayatnena pauruseņa vivekinā / 


bhogeccham dūratastyaktvā trayameva samasraya // 15 // 


zufou, Fert A g wast we zu faded CD at soe at a dod aa 
qm ot det wr do PÀ (2u)| 


Hence, oh dear Hanuman, bow before (i.e. say good-by to) the desire for gratification of 
the sense organs as well as all yearnings and passions pertaining to this materialistic 
world from a distance, and instead of them you should follow the above three paths most 
diligently and intelligently (15). 


ATT Gh wl ase fad: | Nas GM drafta | 
TASS TAA RIT, ATH IR 8 I 
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tasmadvasanaya yuktam mano baddham vidurbudhah / 
samyagvasanaya tyaktam muktamityabhidhīyate / 


manonirvāsanībhāvamācarāšu mahakape // 16 // 


TED À GH TA cb fa 4 Te sou € AR sī Wd GRO À Aw CD TAI OW Wm 
seem ÈI È Wen. wp meme fuf * vim È smi) 


Those who are erudite and wise have called the ‘Mana’ (mind-heart complex) which is 
full of Vasanas as being tied or shackled, while that which is without it is defined as 
being free or liberated. 

Oh great Kapi (i.e. the Great Hanuman)! Therefore, you should bring the Mana in the 
latter category as soon as you can; the earlier the better for you (16). 


GATOS Weed | STU: da: Waa GPWSp (edi 


samyagalocanatsatyadvasana praviliyate / 


vasanavilaye cetah Samamayati dipavat // 17 // 


qed fem snp A AR Weg mp STUTRI nl Up Sm m € sd $i nnm S 
Jer N A faa sot yar far a ort è SHE do m MAMA Gb sm Wi dus gg TUI 
RY) 


Vasanas are gradually destroyed by proper thoughts, deep ponderings, contemplation and 
practicing of the Truth. When the Vasanas are exhausted, the ‘Chitta’ (i.e. mind-intellect 
complex and the sub-conscious) also vanishes (i.e. becomes defunct and ineffective) like 
the flame of the lamp that is extinguished (and its light vanishes) when its oil is exhausted 


(17). 


mra uuRereg A fene | aR emm: wise AATE: IRE II 


vāsanām samparityajya mayi cinmātra vigrahe / 


yastisthati gatavyagrah so'ham saccitsukhatmakah // 18 // 


ATRAST ar Tes CURT mcm ST AA cher aed A dura 4 VAN fae eher WaT 
$ Fe gs Wheres TST wp WT Sm ÈI (2) 
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He who abandons all Vasanas for good, and instead concentrates his attention 
unwaveringly and persistently on the pure conscious and truthful form of mine (i.e. Lord 
Ram who is Brahm personified) attains the supreme blissful state of existence that is 
synonymous with becoming one like me. In other words, such a wise man achieves that 
state where there is constant peace and tranquility on mind, leading to perpetual bliss and 
happiness for him (18). 


THIRD HAT AT g Wh] ST | CSAs Arh USRTHISTT: 1128 11 


samadhimatha karyani ma karotu karotu va / 


hrdayenattasarveho mukta evottamāšayah // 19 // 


wae agar oe wx uror RI PA we Ui arg mp Ssmus Gp TT P, del Ww è, acī 
STA € (22)! 


It does not matter whether such a person does various religious rituals or not; whether he 
practices Samadhi or not. He, in whose heart there is no trace of Vasana left, is the one 
who has been really and truthfully freed; he is really and truthfully exalted (19). 


AJ 4 AKTI SST 4 ANT: | KATRU Ger fai AA: |Roli 
GMA AGATA We di 


naiskarmyeņa na tasyārthastasyārtho'sti na karmabhih / 
na sasadhana-japyabhyam yasya nirvasanam manah // 20 // 
samtyaktavasananmaunadrte nastyuttamam padam // 21 // 


fron m ù aed «di rt ci, sd 1 wu om cuu dog si a fedt ouf oe 
ŠI md ao at ft smagai Tēli ARĪ oer a CT mnm HA Hob SRUD mum di 
TH Ue € SH él (20—22)! 


Those people who have removed the various Vasanas from their mind and heart are not 
unduly bothered about either doing any deed or not doing it. [This is because they do not 
get mentally and emotionally involved in any deed and their results; they do the deeds 
with a sense of total detachment and dispassion; they do deeds selflessly.] 

They do not need to do ‘Japa’ (repetition of the divine Mantras) as well. [This is 
because the primary object of Japa is to purge the mind of all impure thoughts and fill it 
with pure thoughts. For a wise and realised person who has understood what constitutes 
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Vasanas and their degrading effect on his spiritual progress is automatically categorised 
as one who has good thoughts.] 

To eliminate all Vasanas and become quiet, i.e. become free form all agitations and 
restlessness, is akin to being blissful and happy which are the hallmarks of the supreme 
state called *Param Pad”. There is no other stature called *the supreme state” except the 
abandonment/elimination of all the Vasanas and becoming silent (i.e. a state when all the 
agitations of the mind, intellect and the heart cease) (20-21). 


amA aa tad: | gadd se: ASĀ STATA |R2 |i 


vasanahinamapyetaccaksuradindriyam svatah / 


pravartate bahih sva'rthe vasanamatrakaranam // 22 // 


feft ver ot vere area o4 et wt xb site enfe sfear at usd: SUDI—GIW ara Ware 
Ù var eet @, sad ot ae a ae Weng art db RUD ZI (22) 


Though a wise man might have controlled his mind and vanquished his overt Vasanas 
(i.e. there might be no apparent passions, desires, greed and yearnings in him that can be 
seen overtly), but the tendency of the various sense organs of the body, such as eyes, to 
be attracted towards their respective objects of enjoyment in the external world are also a 
form of suppressed or latent, unapparent and covert Vasana. [That is, the tendency of the 
eye, for example, to look at pleasant scenes is also a form of desire or yearning of the 
heart and the mind to satisfy their need to look at pleasant views vis-a-vis unpleasant 
views. ] (22). 


Taare gA wem ga: | dharma waft quen we 112311 


ayatnopanatesvaksi drgdravyesu yatha punah / 


niragameva patati tadvat-karyesu dhiradhih // 23 // 


SATS A TÀ BU quu d ae eue ot onmes ép wed e, Set yer sham yes 
art aed gu dt See orem Ved ZI (23) 


Even as the eyes have a natural tendency to glance randomly at all the myriad visible 
things that come within sight without actually ‘seeing’ them, or getting engrossed in 
closely observing them, or getting enchanted by them, a firm and resolute seeker who is 
patient and steady in his spiritual pursuit carries on with his work in this world without 
getting involved in it. [That is, the seeker does not get attached with the deeds done by 
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him at the sentimental level; he does all the deeds dispassionately and without bothering 
about the results, whether they are good or bad, compatible or unfavourable.] (23). 


GRĀMATA WT FT AREA | PACA TÉ Frat fag: ev 


bhavasamvitprakatitamanurupa ca marute / 


cittasyotpattyuparama vasanam munayo viduh // 24 // 


è a! St oa gfe A ya dde sik SS sew didi € oo RAN fug a 
seq SI wa P enm e, BA ot set ofa mp eT m m À Yared ZI (2x) 


On the Son of the Wind God (marute)! The imaginary but majestic realms which are 
generated by the mind-intellect complex of the creature and are in accordance with its 
imaginations and compatibly favourable to it—erudite sages call these tendencies of the 
mind-intellect as Vasanas. 

[The mind-intellect first creates a world which it likes. Then, since this world is in 
accordance to its likeness and compatible to it, the mind-intellect begins to remain 
engrossed in it; it repeatedly dwells on the enticing objects of this material world that 
seem to attract the mind-intellect much like the water attracts the fish. The world of 
attractions is generated by the mind-intellect apparatus for its own charm, and then the 
latter finds it so alluring and captivating for itself that it simply cannot resist its 
temptations. It wishes to delve on those subjects for a long time; they are sufficiently 
enticing for the mind as well as the intellect to constantly and repeatedly divert their 
attention towards them. In short, the mind-intellect or the Chitta of the creature becomes 
servile to the Vasanas pertaining to the world. ] 

Therefore, that tendency of the mind and the intellect to remain engrossed in the 
world involuntarily has been described as Vasanas by those who are wise and erudite 
(24). 


GARŠA TAGAT VA | fret Sas SASAUKTA I R 4 |i 


drdhabhyastapadarthaikabhavanadaticaficalam / 


cittam samjāyate janmajara-maranakaranam // 25 // 


aR mA & faa d ot frd H wer soa df à ad ST, TR Yy GT 
UA AUT AMT WAT ÈI (24) 


The state of flux, the anxiety, the restlessness, the agitation created in the mind-intellect 
due to persistent thought of those enticing/pleasing objects of the world, the reality of 
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which are already well known and normally do not qualify for any special attention — 
such a restless mind-intellect is at the root cause of birth, old age and death. 

[This is because the mind would constantly think of those objects of which it is fond, 
and such constant thoughts would establish a permanent bond between the seeker and the 
object. When he dies, his mind would be hooked to this world, and this would determine 
his new birth because the soul would not desire any other thing but those things which the 
creature had been longing for when he was alive. For example, if a man is too much 
attached to his son and wife, he would die thinking about them and their welfare and so 
many things that are left undone by him that he had been planning to do for the son and 
the wife. So when he dies, these desires and unfulfilled dreams would impel him to take a 
new birth so that they can be completed. This is like a student yearning to clear a 
competitive examination by repeatedly appearing in it if he fails in his attempts; he seems 
to be obsessed with clearing that exam even at the cost of his health, and even when he 
realises that he does not have the required aptitude for the job that he aspires to bag. 
Compared to him is a wise student who takes the failure in his stride and moves ahead in 
life and takes some other job that is more compatible to his abilities and aptitude. The 
result is the first student becomes bogged down in frustration while the other one rises in 
life. In our present case, when a man gets involved in the world, he forgets the 
fundamental tenet of spiritualism that the Atma is the true identity of a creature, and that 
the Atma has no relationships. It is dispassionate and neutral. The body that gets involved 
in deeds, that establishes various relationships with the world, and that enjoys or suffers 
from the deeds or such relationships, is not the creature's true self. This wisdom implies 
that the creature never dies, never gets old and it never takes birth because the Atma is 
eternal, uniform and imperishable by nature, and hence its death, decay and birth does not 
arise at all.] (25) 


SATAN: ATTEMPT | feet fare der dmg: 1126 II 


vāsanāvašatah pranaspandastena ca vāsanā / 


kriyate cittabījasya tena bijankurakramah // 26 // 


STET FST wj d aa cnr P AN su Ha U Vg: Tet wi ze df $i zu 
gar fedt werd afar ord ted € (38)! 


The Pran (i.e. the essential life sustaining dynamic forces present inside the body of a 
creature, usually referring to the *vital winds' that keep the body alive) is subjected to 
constant shaking and stirring by the Vasanas generated in its mind and heart. This is 
because the Pran which is synonymous with breath has its primary seat in the heart, and 
any restlessness created by desires, passions and yearnings have a direct effect on the 
heart and through it upon the Pran. [That is why a man who has endless desires and 
aspirations are more prone to stress related medical problems as compared to a carefree 
man who has nothing to bother about in this world.] 
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These vibrations created in the Pran by one set of Vasanas generate more Vasanas, 
and the chain continues endlessly. The seed, so to speak, creates a tree of Vasanas which 
in its turn produces more seeds from which new trees are produced (26). 


& dist fara mera | wafer qur sfr fat zosmü quus: dedi 


dve bije cittavrksasya pranaspandanavasane / 


ekasmimšca tayoh ksine ksipram dve api nasyatah // 27 // 


feret ger x ct ēst Co CTA (unu at cuf) sd arg Sa CH dd oum ifo 
@ mÀ À zu bm 41 (av) 


The symbolic tree of ‘Chitta’', or the tree representing Chitta (i.e. mind-intellect complex 
along with the sub-conscious of the creature which are also called the creature’s subtle 
body) has two types of seeds (causative aspects or factors that drive and control the 
Chitta)—(1) Pran (the vibrations of life; the rhythm and essential functions pertaining to 
life), and (ii) Vasanas (the compulsive forces that drive the creature towards the objects 
of this materialistic world at the cost of his mental peace). 
Out of these, if one decays or if one is removed, the other follows suit (27). 
[Note—'Chitta—The power of the mind that has the faculty of reasoning and thought; 
the conscious intellect; the powers of discrimination, understanding, paying attention, 
memorizing, and the ability to recollect and store information that are characteristics of 
the conscious powers exhibited by the mind and intellect apparatus; the sub-conscious 
and memory; the ability to concentrate and focus the mind on anything. The concept has 
been elaborately described in Chandogya Upanishad, canto 7, section 5; Sanayso- 
panishad, canto 2, verse no. 42-46. 

The stupendous power of Chitta, known as the Chitta Shakti, and how to control it for 
the spiritual welfare and Mukti (liberation and deliverance) of the creature has been 
extensively described in the following Upanishads—(i) Sam Veda:-- Chanodya 
Upanishad, Canto 7, section 5; Sanyas Upanishad, Canto 2, verse nos. 42-46. (11) Atharva 
Veda:-- Annapurna Upanishad, Canto 1, verse nos. 37, 51,56; Canto 2, verse no. 12; 
Canto 4, verse nos. 12-16, 21, 24, 41-45, 48-51, 72, 79-83, 98; Canto 5, verse nos. 12, 40, 
45-46, 63, 117. 

Chitta is an integral component of the Antahakaran or the ‘inner self of a living 
being. This has been described in—(a) Krishna Yajur Veda’s Shaarirako Upanishad of, 
verse no. 4; Tejobindu Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 101-102; (b) Shukla Yajur Veda's 
Paingal Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 9, Canto 2, verse no. 3; Trishikhi Brahmin 
Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 6. 

The word Chitta refers to the sub-conscious; the memory; the aspect of the mind that 
thinks, concentrates and focuses on anything or event. The faculty of reasoning and 
thought of the mind-intellect complex; the ability to pay attention and fix concentration 
of the mind upon a chosen subject which leads to understanding, along with a sharp 
memory to recall it later on for reference; the conscious intellect; the powers of 
discrimination, understanding and paying attention; memorizing and the ability to 
recollect and store information that are characteristics of the conscious powers exhibited 
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by the mind and intellect apparatus. This ability of the sub-conscious mind to remember 
anything is depicted when the man involuntarily reacts to any given situation depending 
upon his memory-bank. (The concept has been elaborately described in Chandogya 
Upanishad, canto 7, section 5; Sanayso-panishad, canto 2, verse no. 42-46). 

The word Shakti means power and authority, potentials and energy that any entity 
possesses. Therefore, the combined stupendous powers exhibited by *Chitta” are called 
Chitta Shakti. 

The Atharva Veda's Annapurna Upanishad, Canto 4, verse no. 41 describes how the 
Chitta is compared to a tree having two types of seeds as follows—"If the Chitta (mind 
and sub-conscious) is compared to a tree, then it is said that it has two kinds of seeds. 
These are *Vritti” (natural desires, temperaments, tendencies and nature of a creature) and 
‘Vrat (exemplary self-control, the various regulations and disciplines followed by the 
creature voluntarily for his self-improvement and enhancement; the various vows and 
self-regulatory principles that one rigidly follows in his life to make oneself disciplined 
and orderly). 

The various ‘Vrittis’ that a creature has keeps the Pran (vital winds; the life-forces 
inside the body) active and inspires the creature to do so many things with his gross body 
in order to meet the demands of these Vrittis. On the other hand, the ‘Vrats’ inculcate in 
him the virtues of self-discipline and self-restraint. 

While the Vrittis make the creature restless, fidgety and agitated (like a balloon filled 
with air that moves at the slightest movement in air, or a tall slender tree that sways when 
struck by a strong wind during storms), the Vrats on the other hand make him peaceful, 
serene and rested (like a balloon that is tied with a short string to a peg on the wall, or 
like a tall but sturdy tree which does not sway even in the strongest wind). 

{The word ‘Pran’ in this verse refer to the life-forces in the creature’s body. Since 
‘life’ is a synonym for the pure conscious Atma, it follows that the Atma is subjected to 
numerous problems due to the various Vrittis that are present in a living being. These 
Vrittis do not allow the Atma to rest in peace. They are like wild and untrained horses of 
a chariot; these horses would cause havoc for the charioteer and the passenger besides 
damaging the chariot itself. 

On the other hand, the ‘Vrats’ are like the bridle and the whip used to tame and rein 
in the same wild horses. 

In the example of the two types of trees cited here, while the tree representing the 

various ‘Vrittis’ of a creature makes life hell for him because of its constant swaying 
which makes the creature fearful of falling off its perch any moment, the one that is a 
metaphor for ‘Vrats’ provides calmness and peace to him. 
In other word, the Jiva who allows the Chitta to harbour various Vrittis would be always 
restless and on the edge, while the Jiva who has learnt to practice various Vrats would be 
able to overcome the negative impact of the same Vrittis and maintain the peace, poise 
and calmness of his mind.) (41). 

(If we read this verse in conjunction with verse no. 32, its profundity with respect to 
its metaphysical import would be self-evident. We have two trees—viz. A and B. Tree 
‘A’ sprouts from a seed that is known as ‘Vrittis’, meaning various worldly tendencies, 
inherent temperaments and natural habits that a creature inherits. Therefore this symbolic 
tree is said to be structurally weak and unsteady in as much as it sways easily under the 
slightest of breeze representing the numerous temptations of the world, some small and 
some big, as well as the natural tendencies of the sense organs of the body to seek self- 
gratification and swerve towards their respective objects in this material world. 
Obviously, a bird living on such a tree would be very uneasy, disturbed and restless. Even 
a bird symbolizing the Maheshwar (i.e. an enlightened, wise and self-realised creature) 
would be not spared from the buffeting effects of the Vrittis for the simple reason that as 
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long as it lives on this tree it simply cannot avoid being influenced by its natural habitat 
or perch, so one can well imagine the disturbing condition of the other bird representing 
ordinary Jiva. 

As compared to this is the tree called ‘B’ which sprouts from a seed known as 
*Vrat'—meaning exemplary self discipline, self control and self restraint. The structural 
fiber of this tree can withstand even a storm, and thus stands steady and unmoving. The 
robust structure of this tree gives steadfast hold to the bird and it can rest peacefully in its 
nest or perch comfortably on its branch without getting agitated and restless, and without 
worrying for being felled. In this case, even the bird representing the ordinary Jiva would 
be comparatively comfortable and happy because its perch is steady and strong. 

In essence this verse emphasizes the point that it is most important to control one's 
Vrittis and practice the virtues of Vrat if one wishes to obtain peace, tranquility, stability, 
happiness and bliss. }] 
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asangavyavahāratvādbhavabhāvanavarjanāt / 
Sarīranāsadaršitvādvāsanā na pravartate / 


vasanasamparityagaccittam gacchatyacittatam // 28 // 
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There are three ways by which the birth of new Vasanas can be stopped—viz. (i) to do 
deeds without getting emotionally involved in them, without getting attached or 
engrossed in them, or to do them with complete dispassion, (ii) to stop thinking unduly 
about this artificial and perishable world, and (iii) to be constantly aware of the 
perishable, impermanent and despicable nature of this body. And once the Vasanas are 
annihilated, the mind-intellect complex becomes defunct or inert, i.e. it loses its capacity 
to generate new Vasanas. This is because the intelligence tells the creature about the 
horrifying effects of having Vasanas and their evil and abhorable nature. No wise person 
who loves himself would like to have any dealing with anything that is harmful to his 
own self interest (28). 
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avasanatvatsatatam yada na manute manah / 


amanasta tadodeti paramopašamapradā // 29 // 
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Obviously, when the Vasanas are destroyed or purged, the agitations of the mind 
automatically subside, because it is the different desires, yearnings, greed, passions, 
volitions, hopes and expectations pertaining to this world that keeps the creature 
constantly agitated and restless. The absence of Vasanas result in the mind remaining free 
from all yearnings and desires that had been keeping it hooked to the material and 
artificial world that the mind needed to satisfy its yearnings for gratifications of the sense 
organs. That is, the intellect takes charge from the emotional-driven heart and mind. 
Since intellect is empowered with the power to discriminate between what 1s good and 
what is bad, the creature is said to have acquired ‘wisdom’, and with the calming-down 
of the agitated mind, the creature achieves peace, tranquility, bliss and happiness (29). 
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avyutpannamana yavadbhavanajnatatatpadah / 
gurušāstrapramāņaistu nirnitam tāvadācara // 30 // 
tatah pakvakasayena nünam vijhātavastunā / 


Subho'pyasau tvaya tyajyo vasanaugho niradhina // 31 // 
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Till the time ‘Gyan’! (truthful knowledge about the reality; self realisation) and ‘Vivek’ 
(erudition, wisdom, power to discriminate between the good and the bad) do not light up 
your inner-self, you should follow the lighted path shown by a wise teacher or by the 
scriptures. [That is, in the absence of the light generated by enlightenment and self- 
realisation, you need some help in your spiritual progress; otherwise you will be groping 
in the dark and might go astray. For this light, you should seek the guidance of the 
teacher or the scripture.] Gradually, when you become well-versed in the truth about the 
absolute, supreme and irrefutable Reality, you should abandon good Vasanas too. [Please 
see verse no. 3-8 also.] (30-31). 
[Note—'Gyan—It refers to gnosis. Truthful knowledge of what constitutes the absolute, 
eternal, universal, incontrovertible and irrefutable Reality and Truth. The realisation or 
awareness that Atma is, inter alia, different from the body, and is the true identity of a 
creature, is called ‘Gyan’. This Atma is a very unique entity and is called the ‘true self” of 
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the creature. Gyan refers to self realisation and attainment of enlightenment about the 
absolute Truth and Reality in this creation. It encompasses a broad swathe of philosophy 
which is taught by the Upanishads, called Vedanta. The difference between ‘Gyan’ and 
‘Vigyan’ can be succinctly summed up in the statement—'Brahm is’ or ‘Lord is’. This 
awareness and firm conviction of its truth is Gyan, while to say truthfully that ‘Brahm is 
I or ‘Lord is I’ is called Vigyan. 

The concept of Gyan has been explained in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, 
Canto 4, verse no.38-39. The seven steps to Gyan has been elaborately described in 
Mahopanishad, canto 5, verse nos.21-47 of the Sam Veda tradition. 

In this context, there are two other relevant concepts—(a) Gyan Yoga and (b) Gyan 
Shakti. Gyan Yoga involves the intellect and mind to determine and delineate the true 
and the false; it helps to access and understand the reality and falsehood behind the 
manifested visible world which appears to be ‘real’ but is actually like a ‘shadow of the 
truth’. This Gyan Yoga helps to establish the mind firmly into seeing unity in diversity. 
Those following Gyan Yoga are called ‘seers’ because they can ‘see’ beyond the visible, 
multifarious and bewildering variety of this false world. Gyan Yoga is in the realm of the 
intellect and discriminating mind of a creature. Gyan gives sufficient power, strength and 
wisdom to the creature which enlightens it about the good and the bad, about what is 
beneficial for it and what is ruinous for it. It is the empowerment obtained as a result of 
acquisition of knowledge, wisdom, erudition, enlightenment, sagacity, scholarship and 
expertise. This is called Gyan Shakti, simply because merely wish and determination 
wouldn’t suffice if a person does not have the required knowledge and skill, the expertise 
and wisdom to accomplish his objectives successfully. | 
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dvividhacittanaso’sti sarüpo'rüpa eva ca / 


jivanmuktah sarupah syadarupo dehamuktigah // 32 // 
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The annihilation or the vanquishing of ‘Chitta’ is of two types— (i) one with attributes or 
forms, and (ii) the other without attributes or forms. The seekers who are called 'Jivan 
Mukta’ (see verse no. 2) —i.e. those who have freed themselves from the shackles of this 
deluding world while still alive and living in it, are able to annihilate their ‘Chitta? by 
going about their worldly affairs dispassionately, selflessly and remaining totally 
detached towards everything. This is called annihilation or the vanquishing of ‘Chitta’ 
while it has a definitive form, because the wise person has to focus the mind on the work 
at hand and do it with the same diligence that is used by the man who is emotionally and 
mentally involved with this world and his deeds. Outwardly, there seems no difference 
between the two men, but the mental state of detachment and dispassion distinguishes 
them. 
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Similarly, those who are ‘Videha Mukta' — i.e. those who have shed their mortal 
coil (the gross body), are able to purge the mind-intellect complex for good because they 
do not have either any gross and physical body which has a definitive form or any 
unfulfilled desires left at the time of death, and therefore they have no reason to re-enter 
the cycle of birth and death (32). 

[Note—The concepts of Jivan Mukti and Videha Mukti have also been described in note 
of verse no. 19, Canto 2 of Shatyayani Upanishad of the Shukla Yajur Veda tradition.] 


ener mer c at Smp AIK 1133 I 


asya na$amidanim tvam pavane $rnu sadaram // 33 // 


€ Varga! aa wafer xp ware m fava 4 udi (33) 


Annihilation/control/purging of the mind:- Oh Son of the Wind God (pavane)! Now 
listen attentively about the purging and annihilation of the mind (33). 
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cittanasabhidhanam hi yada te vidyate punah / 
maitryadibhirgunairyuktam sāntimeti na samšayah / 
bhūyojanmavinirmuktam jivanmuktasya tanmanah // 34 // 
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When your mind and sub-conscious has reached that state when it has purged itself of all 
its Vrittis (inherent tendencies and temperaments; its natural yearnings, desires and greed 
pertaining to this world), when it has conquered all its attachments and allurements with 
this enticing world, when it has vanquished its tendencies to seek gratification and 
comfort from the material world—it is only then it acquires such noble virtues as 
universal friendship and brotherhood, compassion and mercy, remaining perpetually in a 
state of no worry and no agitation, and remaining established in total dispassion, 
detachment, non-involvement and neutrality. This state provides perpetual and eternal 
happiness and tranquility, contentedness and peace, beatitude and felicity. Such a person 
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is deemed to be liberated and delivered even though he is alive because his mind and 
heart have become free from all bondages (34). 
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sarüpo'sau manona$o jivanmuktasya vidyate / 


arüpastu manona$o vaidehi- muktigo bhavet // 35 // 
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In short, if the mind is controlled and freed form all worldly bondages while the man is 
alive, it is but natural that at the time of his death his mind would be free from all 
bondages at the time of death. Otherwise, he would be dying worrying about his 
unfulfilled desires and unaccomplished tasks. This would obviously lead to restlessness at 
the time of death, and this would result in his taking birth again in order to fulfill what is 
unfulfilled, and to finish what is yet unfinished. Agitations never give peace. There is no 
doubt about it (35). 
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sahasrānkurašākhātmaphalapallavašālinah // 36 // 
asya samsaravrksasya mano-mūlamidam sthitam / 


samkalpa eva tanmanye samkalpopašamena tat // 37 // 
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Hence, the mind is the ‘root’ of this vast, colossus world-like tree with thick bark and 
huge branches, well laden with all sorts of seeds, fruits, flowers and leaves. 

The mind is full of ‘Sankalps’ (1.e. numerous volitions, resolutions, determinations, 
vows and promises, firm hopes and aspirations). Hence, get rid of these so that the tree- 
like world loses its nourishment and charm, and consequentially it would gradually dry 
up (36-37). 


454 


MIA IST MSA GAIT: | STs UH Vata MT: xe BN 1B 1 
ATMS Ca ALM AAA Fees: | TAT AMAA AAT TET fe Spe 1138 1 


Sosayasu yathā šosameti samsarapadapah / 
upaya eka evasti manasah svasya nigrahe // 38 // 
manaso'bhyudayo nāšo manonāšo mahodayah / 


jhamano na$amabhyeti mano jfiasya hi srnkhala // 39 // 
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The only way to restrain and subject the mind to self-restriction, and to calm down its 
agitations and restlessness, is to have firm faith in the fact that the mind’s best interests 
are served by not allowing it to go unleashed because that will lead to its downfall, it will 
be detrimental to its own good and welfare. On the other hand, controlling it, putting it 
under leash, and subjecting it to self restrain will be for its own good and welfare. 

This erudition, wisdom and sagacious thinking, called Gyan, helps to control the 
mind; it helps to put a leash on the mind. An ignorant person’s indulgent, reckless and 
untamed mind is like a shackling chain for him. (38-39). 
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tavannisiva vetala valganti hrdi vasanah / 


ekatattvadrdhabhyasadyavanna vijitam manah // 40 // 
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The free-run of the Vasanas in the heart of the seeker are like the ghosts and phantoms of 
the night. They exist only till the time the seeker is not aware of the Truth, which is like a 
light that dispels darkness of ignorance; and with the darkness gone, the ghosts and 
phantoms also vanish. The mind can be controlled only by realising the truth of one vital 
factor— that is, the entire world is false, the Atma is pure and the only conscious factor, 
it is blissful and eternal, and it is synonymous with the supreme Brahm (40). 
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praksinacittadarpasya nigrhitendriyadvisah / 


padminya iva hemante ksiyante bhogavasanah // 41 // 
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Those who have conquered their three enemies, viz. their *Chitta (mind, sub-conscious 
and intellect; see note of verse no. 27-31), their ‘Abhimaan’ (false pride, vanity, 
arrogance, conceit, boastfulness, rashness, haughtiness and hypocrisy) and their ‘Indris’ 
(various sense organs), their Vasanas are automatically annihilated just like the lotus 
flower that withers away itself at the approach of snowfall in winter (41). 
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hastam hastena sampidya dantairdantanvicurnya ca / 


anganyangaih samakramya jayedadau svakam manah // 42 // 
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Therefore, you should use all means to first exercise control over your mind-intellect 
complex, and do it diligently and by making industrious efforts—make an all-out effort to 
control it by wringing your hands, grinding your teeth, and exerting pressure upon the 
mind and the intellect (42). 
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upavi$yopavi$yaikam cintakena muhurmuhuh / 


na Sakyate mano jetum vina yuktimaninditam // 43 // 
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There is no other better way to conquer the mind than to sit down silently and peacefully, 
with a focused intellect, to contemplate and concentrate upon the pure-self or the pure 
conscious Atma (43). 
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ankušena vina matto yatha dustamatangajah / 
adhyatmavidyadhigamah sadhusamgatireva ca // 44 // 
vasanasamparityagah pranaspandanirodhanam / 
etasta yuktayah pustah santi cittajaye kila // 45 // 
satisu yuktisvetasu hathanniyamayanti ye / 

cetaso dipamutsrjya vicinvanti tamo'fijanaih // 46 // 
vimüdhah kartumudyukta ye hathaccetaso jayam / 


te nibadhnanti nagendramunmattam bisatantubhih // 47 // 
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Even as a wild and intoxicated elephant cannot be brought under control without a goad, 
the potent and powerful instruments/implements that are needed to control the ever 
agitated mind-intellect called the Chitta are the following— (1) the acquisition of spiritual 
knowledge, (ii) company of good, wise and pious people, (iii) total abandonment or 
forsaking of all Vasanas, and (iv) the practice of ‘Pranayam’ (i.e. Yoga exercises in 
which the vital wind forces of the body—especially breathing process—are controlled). 
Those people who try to forcible mollify and control the wild and reckless elephant 
representing the mind-intellect complex by any other means are groping in the dark 
without the light of a lamp, and they are trying to tie the elephant with the help of the 
stem of a lotus flower (44-47). 
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ekam pranaparispando dvitiyam drdhabhavana // 48 // 
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The different ‘Virttis’ (i.e. habits, natural temperaments, inherent tendencies and 
inclinations of a creature) are like creepers, and they rely on the tree of ‘Chitta’ (the 
mind-intellect and the sub-consciousness) for support and sustenance. This tree has two 
types of seeds—(1) The vibrations of the wind forces of life (called the Pran), and (ii) 
firm resolves, convictions and beliefs that a person has cultivated (48). 
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sā hi sarvagata samvitpranaspandena calyate / 


cittaikāgryādyato jhāna-muktam samupajayate // 49 // 
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The vibrations of the Pran activate the life that is present in each individual creature. The 
concentration and firmness of the Chitta (1.e. the steadfastness and firm convictions of the 
mind)—when properly directed and focused— results in awareness and acquisition of 
truthful knowledge about the absolute Truth and the Realty of the world and existence, 
without any faltering or stumbling at every distraction and obstacle coming in the path of 
the seeker/aspirant. This results in his Mukti, i.e. his liberation and deliverance from this 
deluding and artificial world; emancipation and salvation of his soul (49). 
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yašo'ristam ca cinmatram cidānandam vicintaya // 50 // 
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Therefore, amongst the means to put a leash on and harness the potential of the mind- 
intellect complex, the process of ‘Dhyan’! (i.e. meditation, contemplation, focus of 
attention on the pure-self and concentration on the truth and absolute realty), as enshrined 
in and enunciated by the Upanishads, has been prescribed as a chief mean or way to do 
so. 

Even if it is not possible for your mind-intellect apparatus to be purged of all its 
faults and impurities (i.e. impure thoughts, corrupt tendencies, worldly desires and 
passions are not fully expunged from the mind), you should still try to contemplate upon 
the supreme transcendental Brahm who is an embodiment of eternal, infinite, absolute 
and supreme bliss and happiness. The instant the mind steps upon this citadel of eternal 
bliss and contentedness, it attains the state of glory and majesty, whereas diversion from 
this path produces infamy and ruin; it leads to it being denigrated to sorrows and torments 
associated with this world. 

The natural habit of the mind is to remain in a state of flux2 and take the easy path 
downhill towards worldly enjoyments and gratification of the sense organs (because 
spiritual efforts are an uphill task requiring diligence and industry). So, you must 
constantly try to wean the mind away from going astray down hill, and instead pull it 
industriously up to focus on the supreme Brahm (50). 

[Note--1Dhyan—The Sanskrit word ‘Dhyan’ means ‘to think or to cogitate’. Here it 
means both contemplation as well as meditation. The word also means *attention; focus”. 
So, this word is generally understood in common parlance to be similar to contemplation 
and meditation, concentration and focusing of the conscious mind. It covers both the 
terms in its ambit. (The concept of Dhyan has been described in detail in Chandogya 
Upanishad, canto 7, section 6 and 18). 

The appropriate word for contemplation in Sanskrit would be *Manan and Chintan' 
which will roughly mean *deep thought, reflection, pondering and application of mind”. 
The Upanishads stress on this *Chintan-manan' aspect of the mind-intellect when it talks 
about ‘Dhyan’. Greatest of scientific discoveries were made more by intuition than 
anything else. That is why intuition is closely related to the so-called ‘sixth sense’ in a 
man, 1.e. a state when the intuitive man knows what is the correct path to chose from a 
variety of options, and more often than not, he is correct. We can say that this ‘intuition’ 
is the guidance provided by the subtle soul/Atma of the creature. Not everybody is 
equally intuitive by nature; this is because some persons, by virtue of their past actions 
and deeds have a thicker layer of Vasanas and Vrittis surrounding their Atma while 
others have a thinner layer so that the voice coming out of the Atma is easily heard in the 
latter case while it is muzzled and suppressed in the former case. 

Definition of Dhyan:- Patanjali Yogsutra has described ‘Dhyan’ as concentration. 
Dhyan is that state in which the inner mind tries to see the reality behind things. This 
‘thinking’ process links it with contemplation while concentration function links it with 
meditation. According to Agni Puran, contemplation with a calm mind is Dhyan while 
Garud Puran has defined it as concentration on the Brahm. Dhyan, therefore, leads to 
enlightenment. Woodworth, in his book ‘Psychology’, writes that the mind concentrates 
on one impulse at a time and neglects others. So, Dhyan in this context means *to become 
alert and activated for doing a work or seeing an object exclusively'. Dhyan is 
momentary in the beginning, but it becomes permanent later on with practice. Sidney 
Smith defines Dhyan as *to forget everything else except the main objective'. Charles 
Dickens views Dhyan as ‘useful, harmless, definite and a beneficial process of the mind”. 
According to Bergansa, 'suppression of external distractions is essential for the 
deepening expansion of Dhyan’. Edgar Casey says that ‘Dhyan brings to the fore the 
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latent powers of creativity in a person. This creativity improves and enriches his physical, 
mental and spiritual aspects’. John White in his renowned work ‘The meeting of science 
and spirit has enumerated many benefits of Dhyan—promotion of physical health, 
reduction of tension, anxiety and aggressiveness, it leads to self realisation and self 
improvement and development. He further says that the benefit of meditation are the 
following— feeling of tranquility, freedom, reduction of tiredness and depression, relief 
from pains, increase in positive traits such as sympathy and empathy for others, believe in 
divinity and purity of self etc. Michael Murphy and Steven Donavan, in their research 
work titled ‘The physical and psychological effects of meditation’ have mentioned that 
meditation/Dhyan helps to regulate and control electrical and chemical activity of the 
brain, the rhythm of the heart, regulates blood pressure, the skin's ability to resist 
infection and it regulates general metabolism. 

Sankaracharya has explained that the many Vedic rituals such as sacrifices had been 
transformed as mental concepts for contemplation and meditation by Chandogya 
Upanishad because any defect in the performance of a ritual according to the Vedas, 
however small and inconsequential, could devaluate and derail the whole process. 
Further, elaborate rituals required huge preparation and expenditure. So he prescribed 
that meditation was far better, safer and surer means of attaining the same benefits that 
elaborate sacrifices offered. Contemplation and mediation are equally efficient in 
spiritual pursuit of the aspirant. Nevertheless, the former (contemplation) has intellect 
and mind as its main focus while the latter (meditation) concentrates on the mind and 
body to be effective. Sacrifices, as compared to them, are merely physical rituals. 

As is evident, the chariot moves in the proper direction when all the horses are 
controlled simultaneously. So a holistic and an all-inclusive, well synchronised and 
homogenous approach is needed by a seeker/aspirant to attain success in his endeavour to 
get liberation and deliverance from the horrible torments agitating him as well as to attain 
emancipation and salvation for its soul from this world. 

"Mental Flux—The five states of the mind are the following—(i) Kshipta, (ii) 
Mudha, (iii) Vikshipta, (iv) Ekaagra, and (v) Nirudha. 

The ‘Kshipta’ is the worst type of the mind characterised by extreme recklessness 
and restlessness. It is susceptible to various negative traits such as confusion, conflicts, 
anger, anxiety, worry, tension, agitations of all kinds etc. 

The ‘Mudha’ is the dull, inert and indolent state of the mind. These first two states of 
the mind are predominantly ‘Tamas’ in nature. 

The *Vikshipta” state is a *distracted” state of the mind in which it swings between 
the extremes of calmness and agitation. This is a *Rajsic' quality. 

The ‘Ekagra’ state is a focused or concentrated mind. It is a state in which the mind 
can keep alert and pin-pointed on any subject it is focusing upon. It helps to cultivate 
discipline in the aspirant. 

The ‘Nirudha’ state is that state of the mind in which there is no mental flux of any 
kind. It is a kind of trance-like state of bliss and happiness. The last two states of the 
mind are called ‘Satvik’ qualities of the creature. ] 
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When the ‘Apaan Vayu’ (the wind passing downwards through the anus; the word also 
refers to self-praise and pride) is withheld inside the body and the Pran Vayu (the wind 
force that lifts the soul up, the vital force that drives the mind and intellect as well as the 
heart of the creature; also meaning the wind filling the lungs and driving up the 
respiratory tract) does not make its presence felt in the heart of the aspirant, the former 
wind is said to be in a state of control, and this state in known as ‘Khumbhak’. [The word 
literally means being trapped inside a pot; the pot here refers to the abdomen and 
intestines. The Apaan Vayu is hot because it is energised by the food eaten by the 
creature and also because it is especially empowered to help digest the food eaten by the 
creature, a process that is aided by the latent heat of this wind. When this hot air is 
trapped inside the body, the comparatively cool wind called the Pran Vayu, which is 
actually the breath present in the lungs, also gets heated, and once hot, it rises up to get 
exhaled through the nostrils. This physical process is symbolised by saying that the 
process of Khumbhak activates the Pran Vayu.] This state is experienced by Yogis 
(ascetics) (51). 
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bahirastamgate prane yavannapana udgatah / 


tavatpürnam samavastham bahistham kumbhakam viduh // 52 // 
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On the contrary, when the Pran Vayu is stopped and till the time the Apaan Vayu does 
not emerge or gets activated, the stage is called ‘Vaahya or Bahistha Kumbhak’ or 
external incarceration of the vital winds. [It is ‘external’ because the Apaan Vayu has its 
habitat in the intestines while the Pran is said to have its seat in the heart where the Atma 
is also said to reside. This fact makes the heart the superior seat of authority and power 
structure of the creature because the supreme transcendental Lord is represented by the 
Atma and Pran, and not the Apaan wind. Therefore, holding of the wind outside the heart 
is virtually ‘external’ for the Atma.] This is the view of wise ones (52). 
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When ‘Ahankar’ (ego, false pride, haughtiness, arrogance, vanity) and the desire of the 
‘Mana’ (mind and heart) to seek gratification from the external world (i.e. the natural 
inclination of the Mana to be tempted by the uncountable charms and attractions of the 
gross world of sense objects) are completely annihilated or destroyed as a result of 
prolonged practice of *Dhyan' (concentration and meditation on the absolute truth, the 
pure nature of the self, treating the Atma as an image of the supreme Brahm and 
becoming aware of its supreme conscious form), and instead of these negative tendencies 
the mind of the seeker becomes charged with the positive energy of divinity, piety and 
holiness emanating from the supreme transcendental Brahm, then the state thus obtained 
by the spiritual seeker/aspirant is called ‘Sampragyat Samadhi’ (53). 

[Note—In this sort of Samadhi, the ascetic remains aware of the external world though he 

begins to realise the positivity and divinity associated with the sublime state of Brahm- 

realisation vis-à-vis his association with the physical gross temporal world. ] 
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prasāntavrttikam cittam paramānandadāyakam / 


asamprajnatanamayam samadhiryoginam priyah // 54 // 
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When all agitations of the mind and sub-conscious cease, when there is total self 
realisation by the spiritual seeker/aspirant about his true self, then he gets into a trance- 
like state called ‘Asampragyat Samadhi’ which gives him supreme bliss, tranquility, 
peace and happiness. This state is very dear to Yogis (54). 
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prabhāšūnyam manahšūnyam buddhišūnyam cidātmakam / 


atadvyāvrtti-rūpo'sau samādhirmunibhāvitah // 55 // 
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In this state, nothing of the outside physical world is felt and experienced because the 
mind and intellect cease to exist, all tendencies become extinct, all agitations subside, and 
instead only the pure consciousness survives. The spiritual seeker/aspirant loses 
awareness of the outside world, and instead remains engrossed in a state of perpetual 
bliss. During this period, the Buddhi (intellect) is freed from all its worldly Vrittis 
(encumbrances that accompany attachments to the world, and natural worldly tendencies 
that are inherent and lying latent in a creature) and it stays in proximity of the pure 
consciousness called the *Chidatma' (or the eternal, enlightened conscious soul or Atma 
of the creature). With the elimination of all Vrittis pertaining to this world, the 
seeker/aspirant finds eternal peace and bliss. This state of beatitude and felicity is called a 
state of ‘Samadhi’ (55). 
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ürdhvapürnamadhahpürnam madhyapürnam sivātmakam / 
sāksādvidhi-mukho hyesa samādhih pāramārdhikah // 56 // 
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During Samadhi, the spiritual seeker/aspirant feel totally fulfilled and contented— 
externally and internally. He becomes an image of Shiva because there are no external 
desires and aspirations, no worldly hopes and yearnings. Such a person becomes an 
image of Shiva because he possesses those characteristics that are the hallmarks of this 
Lord, i.e. he is tranquil, he is self-realised, he is full of bliss and happiness, he is an image 
of auspiciousness and enlightenment, and he is perpetually in a meditative state. In this 
state, the mind and heart become free from their natural habit of remaining restless and 
fickle, and the seeker/aspirant experiences the complete state of Brahm realisation, both 
externally as well as internally. That is, he experiences and witnesses the existence of the 
supreme transcendental wholesome Brahm both in the external world as well as inside his 
own bosom; Brahm is felt everywhere during this period of Samadhi. 

This stage of Samadhi is equivalent to emancipation and salvation while still living in 
this world (because it gives the same bliss and happiness which the creature obtains on 
the final merger of his soul with the supreme Brahm after death). It has been proclaimed 
by Brahm himself. It is, therefore, equivalent to ‘Kaivalya Samadhi’ or the ultimate bliss 
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which is obtained when the creature realises the only and absolute Truth about his Atma 
and the supreme Brahm being one and the same (56). 
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Further definition of Vasana:- The tendency of the mind-intellect to firmly accept as the 
truth the gross and outwardly appearances of any object (i.e. accepting the object of this 
perishable materialistic world at its face value) instead of determining its true and real 
nature (i.e. instead of finding the truth behind the illusionary and more often than not 
misleading facade) is called the fault of the ‘Chitta’, and it is also the cause of various 
* Vasanas' (57). 
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bhāvitam tivrasamvegadatmana yattadeva sah / 
bhavatyasu kapisrestha vigatetaravasanah // 58 // 
tadrgrüpo hi puruso vāsanāvivašīkrtah / 
sampašyati yadaivaitatsadvastviti vimuhyati // 59 // 
vāsanāvegavaicitryātsvarūpam na jahati tat / 


bhrantam pašyati durdrstih sarvam madavašādiva // 60 // 
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Oh the best one in the monkey race (kapi$restha; this is a reference to Hanuman)! The 
mind-intellect complex comes between the Atma and the gross body of the creature 
consisting of the sense organs. In other words, the Atma receives the inputs from the 
outside world through the medium of the organs of perception; these inputs are then 
monitored by the mind-intellect complex; the brief results of analysis done by the mind- 
intellect are then passed on to the Atma for its final orders or guidance. [It is like any 
government organization wherein the chief officer does not deal with routine paper work, 
which is handled by the lower division clerks, but the file is finally put before him for 
clearance. The Atma is that chief officer, while the mind is the office clerk and the 
intellect is the divisional supervisor. The Atma depends upon the feedback of the mind- 
intellect. If the mind-intellect is already tainted by Vasanas, the Atma would be biased in 
its decisions. That is why the Atma should not be blamed for the Vasanas that are 
inherent in a creature. If the wise intellect gets rid of the Vasanas just like a good advisor 
of a king or the chief officer, the latter would be able to take better decisions.] 

So the Atma, under the influence of the mind-intellect already tainted by Vasanas, 
also appears to be influenced by the Vasanas; it appears to posses the Vasanas because 
the truthful identity of the creature is the Atma and not the mind-intellect or the gross 
body. So when the creature does anything under the influence of these Vasanas, it 
obviously seems that it is the Atma that is under the shadow of the Vasanas. 

Since the Vasanas are very potent and strong, the Chitta just cannot free itself from 
their effects; it just cannot shed off its veil representing the various Vasanas. If it 
manages to free itself form one Vasana, it gets trapped by some other. 

Even as an intoxicated man loses sense of what he is doing, the mind-intellect also 
becomes so deluded by the various Vasanas that it loses all sense of propriety and 
judgment. It falls into the trap of misconceptions and gets misguided (58-60). 

[Note—As we have seen, the Atma has minimal role to play in this setup. However, 

when the mind, which is saturated with Vasanas like the sponge is in water, interferes 

with the analysis of the input, the results of the output are also influenced by the Vasanas. 

When the Vasanas are completely exhausted, the inputs are under direct control of the 

intellect, which in turn is in direct control, contact and command of the Atma/soul of the 

creature. Hence, in such a situation, the Atma is able to direct the actions through the 
medium of the intellect and control the actions of the creature. Since the Atma is pure, the 
instruction that it issues are also pure and it leads to righteous actions of the creature. The 
former type of perceptions by the Atma is called ‘Moha’ (delusions; here the word means 
biased, distorted and untrue view of the world), while the situation when the Atma is free 

of all delusions created by the Vasanas is akin to *Gyan'. The situation is also like an 

intoxicated man— though he sees everything around him but his views and perceptions 

become distorted and out of context] 
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malina janmahetuh syacchuddha janmavinasini // 61 // 
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Again, Vasanas are of two types—(1) uncorrupt and pure, and (ii) corrupt and impure. 
The latter throws the creature into the whirlpool of birth and death while the former 
liberates and helps in its deliverance from it (61). 
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ajfianasughanakara ghanahamkarasalini / 
punarjanmakari prokta malina vasana budhaih / 


punarjanmankuram tyaktva sthitih sambhrstabijavat // 62 // 
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Wise people say that the impure/corrupt/darkened Vasanas are embodiments of 
* Ahankar' (pride, ego, haughtiness, arrogance etc.) as well as of “Agyan’ (a treasury of 
ignorance and delusions). This type of Vasans leads to re-birth (because of unfulfilled 
desires and aspirations). [Please also see verse no. 3-10 above. ] 

Just like a seed is unable to sprout into a new plant after being roasted, the purging 
and destruction of Vasanas relevant to this world also prevent re-birth of the creature. 
Hence, one should be like a roasted seed (62). 

[Note—The metaphor of the roasted seed not germinating into a new plant is used in the 

Upanishads to emphasise how a spiritual aspirant can attain Mukti (liberation and 
deliverance from all sorts of miseries, grief, agitations, restlessness, pain and torments 
that are associated with this mundane world of material sense objects that trap a creature 

in the vice-like grip of delusions and hallucinations by destroying one’s Vasanas 

(passions, lust, desires etc.) related to this world and the sense organs of the body ever 

eager to seek gratification. 

The Annapurna Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 4, verse nos. 52, 58- 

59 describe how Jivan Mukti is obtained as follows— 
“Canto 4, verse no. 52 = Just like a new shoot does not emerge from a roasted seed, a 
person whose worldly desires and corrupt tendencies have been vanquished or crushed 
too does not take a birth again. In other words, he who has no Vasanas (worldly desires, 
passions and yearning) is said to be the one who is ‘Jivan Mukta’—1.e. he has obtained 
spiritual liberation and deliverance from the fetters that shackle an ordinary creature to 
this deluding and entrapping material world even though he is alive in it and has a gross 
body with which he does deeds ordained for him by destiny (52).” 
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The Tejobindu Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, Canto 6, verse no. 94— 
“If there is even a remote possibility that Rahu can be sighted along with the moon and 
the sun' (which is an incredulous thing to even imagine), then this world might be true! 
Similarly, if there 1s even a remote possibility that the roasted seed can produce a new 
sprout (which is again a preposterous proposition to imagine), then there is a possibility 
that this world may be true! (94). 

(No one can see the Rahu, the mythical severed head of the demon which is 
believed to gobble up the moon and the sun during the respective eclipses. As soon as the 
mythical Rahu sees these two gods he gobbles them immediately, so it is impossible that 
they cohabit peacefully. Besides this, Rahu represents a dark shadow while the brilliantly 
lit disc of the moon and the sun symbolise light. Darkness and light cannot live together. 
Hence, if there was a possibility to see this Rahu along with the seeing of the sun and the 
moon then there would have been a possibility of this world as being true! 

Similarly, a roasted seed cannot produce sprouts, and likewise this world cannot have 
an existence. }” 
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anvestavyam prayatnena marute jyotirantaram // 63 // 
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Oh the Son of the Wind God (marute;Hanuman)! What is the benefit of fruitless and 
endless debates over the scriptures— they are like crushed nuts or gram seeds that do not 
have any essence left in them and they should be best discarded. The same effort should 
be diverted inwards towards searching for the inner light of enlightenment, a light which 
is eternal and provides a solution to the darkness caused by ignorance (63). 
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ya aste kapišārdūla brahma sa brahmavitsvayam // 64 // 
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Oh the lion amongst monkeys (i.e. the chief amongst monkeys; the most brave amongst 
the monkeys—‘kapisardila’; an epithet for Hanuman)! Those who are unconcerned about 
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their fame as erudite scholars of scriptures or even of infamy as stupid fellows, and 
instead concentrate their energy and attention on their inner-self, remaining patiently and 
silently engrossed in it—they are not only experts in the supreme knowledge of the 
Brahm but are also deemed to be equivalent to Brahm themselves (64). 
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brahmatattvam na jānāti darvī pākarasam yathā // 65 // 
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Even after studying the four Vedas and numerous ‘Shastras’ (scriptures), those who do 
not know the essence of the supreme transcendental enigmatic Brahm are prevented from 
enjoying supreme bliss, contentedness, tranquility and happiness just like the ladle which 
does not know the taste of food inspite of it being dipped for a long time in the latter. 
[The ladle lies submerged in delicious soup or curry for a long time, it even serves others 
with that food, but it is so lifeless that it does not know the taste of that food.] (65). 
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svadehasucigandhena na virajyeta yah puman / 
viragakaranam tasya kimanyadupadisyate // 66 // 
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Those who do not develop detachment and abhorrence from the gross and perishable 
body even after smelling the stinking foul smell emanating from it (e.g. the foul odour 
coming out from a dead body), say, what other knowledge or teaching can be imparted to 
them so as to create a sense of horror, a sense of total renunciation and detachment from 
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their gross and perishable bodies (which is a bag of such reprehensible things as muscles, 
cartilage, bones, blood, lymph, mucous, urine, faecal matters, gases and the like). The 
body is full of filth, while the Atma is very pure and holy. Say, which of the two, the 
body or the Atma, can be described as pure and holy? (66-67). 
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Those who are tied to various Vasanas (ie. are yoked to various worldly desires, 
yearnings, inclinations and attachments) are deemed to be shackled, while those who 
have destroyed or overcome their Vasanas are deemed to be liberated and delivered. 
Hence, even the desire to get liberation and deliverance from this world, even the wish 
for attaining emancipation and salvation should also be abandoned because they are also 
a form of Vasana. [This is because any form of desire is Vasana; this form of Vasana to 
get emancipation and salvation is the good type of Vasana, but it is Vasana nevertheless.] 
(68). 
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mānasīrvāsanāh pürvam tyaktva visayavasanah / 
maitryadivasananam-nirgrhanamalavasanah // 69 // 

ta apyatah parityajya tabhirvyavaharannapi / 
antahšāntah samasneho bhava cinmatravasanah // 70 // 
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To start with, first abandon the Vasanas generated in the mind (such as the very tendency 
of the mind to seek or desire anything), then those pertaining to the physical body (such 
as gratification of the sense organs). For this, you should inculcate a strong desire for 
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finding liberation and deliverance for your soul from the traps laid by this deluding and 
hallucinating world of horrors. Gradually, you should discard even this desire. This will 
give immense peace and tranquility to you. You should be magnanimous, compassionate 
and loving towards all. You should concentrate your mind upon your pure and conscious 
form which is your truthful identity, and which is your Atma (69-70). 
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tamapyatha parityajya manobuddhisamanvitam / 
Sesasthirasamadhano mayi tvam bhava marute // 71 // 
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Oh Maruti! At the end, you must forsake from your mind even this desire to concentrate 
on your pure-self, and consequentially become established in my (Sri Ram’s) supreme 
and divine form (i.e. become one with me, or merge your self with me to become 
indistinguishable from me) (71). 
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anamagotram mama rüpamidr$am bhajasva nityam pavanatmajartihan // 72 // 
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[In these following verses, from verse no.72 to 75, the Lord describes his own divine 
ethereal form. | 

Oh the son of the Wind God! You must worship my divine form which is 
indescribable and is beyond the reach of words and comprehension. It cannot be touched 
or felt, is formless and attributeless, is bland and without any smell or body odour like an 
ordinary creature, is never corrupted and tarnished in anyway, is without any designation 
or name or clan or caste or creed, and which is the eliminator of all the sorrows, miseries, 
troubles, tribulations and torments of the creature (72). 
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drsisvaripam gaganopamam param sakrdvibhatam tvajamekamaksaram / 


alepakam sarvagatam yadadvayam tadeva caham sakalam vimukta om // 73 // 
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Oh Hanuman! He who is the witness to all and for all, he who 1s fathomless and 
measureless like the sky, he whose knowledge leaves nothing more to be learnt, he who 
is without a birth or a beginning, he who is one and only one of his kind and unique, he 
who is unattached and dispassionate in ever way, he who has no encumbrances 
whatsoever, he who is all-pervading and all-encompassing, is omnipresent uniformly and 
universally in the entire creation, he who is the best and the most exalted entity in 
creation, he who is the personification of the three divine syllables of the holy and 
ethereal word OM (i.e. A, U, M) and at the same time beyond their purview and reach, 
he who cannot be subjected to any kind of fractionalisation (i.e. he who cannot be 
partitioned, divided, fractured or structured into separate segments or compartments, even 
for the purpose of study), he who is the non-dual essence of creation and everything that 
exists, he who is the essential nature of things, he who is the embodiment of the 
primordial primary sound ‘OM’ from which the whole creation is said to have evolved, 
and he who is the imperishable and eternal Brahm— oh Hanuman, it is me! (73). 


aire wstsenfatrarcrat + sfr wawa: aaa: | 
queue wed: gueie Ass devil 


drsistu Suddho’hamavikriyatmako na me'sti kascidvisayah svabhavatah / 


purastira$cordhvamadha$ca sarvatah supürnabhümahamitiha bhavaya // 74 // 


Hae, vp Get CQ mb fae at ore det enr, HY arated ats quu vad femp d 
qa @ ot du fara sui d atts, sate uda RT did web v, ge feet 
We wt ait wa S18 SAM! qu UY Su meg a PA FÀ (eu)i 


I am the neutral ‘seer’ who sees everything (i.e. I am a witness and an dispassionate 
observer of all), I am immaculate and an embodiment of purity and incorruptness, I never 
become tainted or subjected to the denigrating effects of any worldly faults (i.e. I am 
blemish less, taintless and beyond reproach), and there is nothing in this world that can 
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become the object of my own attention, that can delude me and attract my attention. I am 
complete in myself—above and below, inside and outside! Oh Hanuman! You must 
contemplate and meditate upon this form of mine (74). 


AANA IMSAT: AAT: ASETTA: | 
A gti piia fo: wes gdisetīdie maA deuil 


ajo'maraścaiva tatha'jaro'mrtah svayamprabhah sarvagato'hamavyayah / 


na karanam karyamatitya nirmalah sadaiva trpto'hamitiha bhavaya // 75 // 


A a X, SUR OX, SR E, Supp X, ad Va 4, wem 4, afer č, UNT 
ag are at é— À cau x, we a eo Uu wid, fe qu £- SU WSW gH 
Fr GE (eu) 


You must steadily contemplate on my divine form which I shall describe to you now—I 
am unborn and eternal, I am free from decay and destruction, I am an embodiment of the 
ambrosia of eternity and bliss, and therefore am nectar-like, I am self-illuminated and 
self-radiant, I am omnipresent and all-pervading, I am faultless and beyond reproach, I 
am imperishable and without any cause or reason for coming into existence, I am beyond 
the purview of every deed and action and their consequences (because as the supreme 
Brahm I do not get involved in any deed or action), and I am an embodiment of eternal 
purity and contentment (75). 


STM aca des Ie | fasruéggec waduredmus 1 
qéqqurmepeu-dwi WH we war wala wea: | feda aga i fent 
farsa sree: Mad | fee Tey | a2 KAZA Iva ll 


jivanmuktapadam tyaktva svadehe kalasatkrte / 

visatyadehamuktatvam pavano'spandatamiva / 
tadetadrcābhyuktam—tadvisņoh paramam padam sadā pasyanti sürayah / 
diviva caksuratatam / tadvipraso vipanyavo jagrvamsah samindhate / 


visnoryatparamam padam / om satyamityupanisat // 76 // 
iti muktikopanisat dvitiyodhyah // 1 // 


SW VER HOR CH Ta TERT WAIT (AZ) BH da AY $ Ua 4 WAM TA UC 
San’ we a WP am ah Aaea at Rug 4 yes TST Wl at 
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In due course of time, when you will shed your mortal coil (body), you will abandon your 
above state of being renunciate while alive and obtain the final salvation of your soul by 
merging yourself with me. This would happen because your Atma will leave your body 
with the Pran (the vital breath which is exhaled from the body) at the time of your death 
without the least effort. The Pran wind would coalesce with the wind element uniformly 
and universally present outside your body in the entire cosmos. Thereby you would 
become one with the supreme Brahm who is universal and omnipresent in the universe 
like the wind is present in the sky. 

This fact is also ratified by the Vedas, which assert—‘Wise and intelligent 
seeker/aspirant always look towards that heavenly and divine abode of Vishnu which is 
radiant, splendorous and glorious like the light of the brilliant Sun in the sky; it is eternal, 
all encompassing and spread in all the directions of the universe even as the sunlight 
spreads and covers all the corners of the sky. Those wise, erudite and enlightened 
seekers/aspirants who are selfless, vigilant and diligent in their spiritual practices reach 
there and enhance the glory and splendour of that abode by their own glory and majesty 
when they reach there. That holy and divine abode is called the abode of Lord Vishnu. 
This supreme abode is attainable by selfless seekers/aspirants only, and not by those who 
have worldly interests and attachments as well as by those who are bogged down by 
delusions and ignorance. Those who believe in it and become aware of it are able to get 
its rewards. This is the Great Upanishad. OM Salutations! Amen!" (76). 


Santi Patha /smf«rure 


32 We: We yi yir | yore piera waar |i 
a» wm: ! wma: | enter: |!!! 


om pürnamadah pürnamidam purnatpurnamudacyate / 
pürnasya pürna-madaya pürnamevavasisyate // 


om Santih! šāntih!! Santih!!! 
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An Anthology 


UPANISHADS DEDICATED TO LORD RAM 
And THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 


[Original Text, Roman Transliteration, Verse-by-Verse Hindi & English Rendering, 
Notes & Explanations.] 


CHAPTER 5 


Krishna Yajur Veda's 


Kalisantaran Upanishad 


qma ena 
afosa 


Santi Pātha /*Tif«TuTa 
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om saha navavatu/ saha nau bhunaktu/ saha viryam karvāvahai / tējasvi 
navadhitamastu / ma vidvisavahai // 


om Santih! Santih!! sāntih!!! 
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The Shanti Paath has the following meaning—‘OM salutations! Oh the supreme, absolute 
and transcendental Brahm! Protect both of us—the Guru (teacher) as well as the 
disciple—simultaneously. Give us both your patronage; protect and sustain us together; 
take care of our welfare and well-being. Let us gain in strength and spiritual energy 
together. Let the eclectic knowledge that we both acquire become glittering and 
splendorous as well as permanent, sound and unchallengeable so that no one can 
supersede us in our wisdom, erudition and knowledge; let this holistic knowledge reach is 
natural climax without any obstacles. Let us be at peace with each other; let us not have 
any kind of jealously, malice, envy, hatred etc. against each other. Oh the most majestic 
and almighty Lord! Let all our three so-called *Traitaps' be calmed down. Let us have 
peace; let us have peace; let us have peace. [The so-called three ‘Traitaps’ are the 
torments that the creature is subjected to due to his body such as illness, old age etc.; due 
to other worldly creatures such as the fear from the king, thieves etc.; and due to the 
malignant stars and opposed Gods etc.] 


SIMT AR SUD TTA HT MTG T eS aaah QD GIBTS ART 
ay AA dz wet qeu] Gp feu aaa | wad EETA 
AT AMARU Afata R 


dvāparānte nārado brahmāņam jagāma katham bhagavan gām paryatan kalim 
santareyamiti / sa hovāca brahmā 
sādhu prsto'smi sarvasrutirahasyam gopyam tacchrnu yena kalisamsaram tarisyasi / 


bhagavata ādipurusasya nārāyanasya namoccaranamatrena nirdhūtakalirbhavatīti // 1 // 


Ra m aR we Ā um aR calf ane frame sumen 4 Wa TW ak A- % 
wed! È gedp oe Gi a ae gsm feu yar Ud afeare 4 af gad usw a 
Gad d md M Fare 4 KAA AR wx Ra- € ew! GA sist Fes areas fa 
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d; ITT Aa Gp ger afore $ Gres Spb A AT AL SIETI È R)I 


At the end of Dwapar Yug (the 3rd era of the Hindu 4-era celestial cycle of creation and 
destruction), the celestial sage Narad went to the grand-father Brahma (i.e., the patriarch 
of creation), and asked him, 'Oh Lord! While roaming about on earth, how can I get 
deliverance from (i.e., the ill-effects of) Kaliyug?' 

Brahma replied cheerfully, 'Oh son! Today you have asked me something which 
is very pleasing. I shall tell you the most secret of mysteries (i.e. the essence of the 
principal teachings) of all the Vedas, listen carefully. You shall be able to cross-over this 
ocean-like world by merely hearing it (1.e., by becoming aware of it because then you'll 
know what to do to get easy deliverance). A man can vanquish and destroy all the faults 
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and sins, all the drawbacks, flaws and imperfections associated with Kaliyug by merely 
pronouncing/uttering the divine and holy name of the ‘Adi Purush’ Narayan (i.e., the 
supreme Lord Vishnu who was present in the beginning of creation)' (1). 


TE: Wa: VS qum feats Lu dem fep | EX WW Gi TW WW WW Gi Ug 
RPT NR SD PO PT v K | se SISSD Ta Honea | HE 
TAN: Wwddég ead | sft VSHFOMAU VARTA | dd: Neun CH 
ser Hur faae 112 1 


nāradah punah papraccha tannāma kimiti / 

sa hovaca hiranyagarbhah / 

hare rama hare rāma rama rama hare hare / hare krsņa hare krsna krsna krsna hare 
hare / 

iti sodašakam namnam kalikalmasanāšanam / 

natah parataropayah sarvavedesu dr$yate / 

iti sodaSakalavrtasya jīvasyāvaraņavināšanam / 


tatah prakāšate param brahma meghapaye ravira$mimandaliveti // 2 // 


aff que 3 Wa: wea fae È fum! ge xp wp 8? mu wr Rui sumet 3 
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The celestial sage Narad asked once again, 'Oh grand-father! Which is that name?' So 
Brahma, who is also known as Hiranyagarbh replied, 'It is the 16 word Mantra of the 
Lord. The Mantra is this—‘ hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare / hare krsna 
hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare ’. 

These 16 words have the potential of destroying all the great sins of Kaliyug and 
their effects. No other better method is visible (i.e., available, discernible, prescribed) in 
the 4 Vedas. [That is, it is the simplest and the best medicine for all the ills of Kaliyug 
and it helps the creature to get easy deliverance from the myriad evils and miseries that 
torment it.] 

By invoking this 16 word Mantra, the creature's 16 Kalaas (aspects of one's basic 
character and inherent nature which envelop the soul and act as an obstruction between it 
and the supreme Brahm)! are gradually eliminated or neutralised. After that, the dazzling, 
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glittering and splendorous light emanating from the supreme Brahm enlightens the entire 
inner-self of the creature even as the bright rays of the splendorous sun illuminates 
everything after the shroud of clouds is removed' (2). 
[Note—'The /6 Kalaas—In the context of the man, the word Kalaa represents the 
various shades or aspects of his overall personality. Hence, they are the special qualities, 
art, craft, skills, expertise, attributes etc. that one must possess if he were to successfully 
reach his target in life. These different qualities and virtues present in a man symbolically 
make him perfect; they represent his various strengths and potentials, and they are said to 
be sixteen in number corresponding to and symbolised by the sixteen phases of the moon. 
Since a man is an exact replica of the ‘Viraat Purush', who in turn is a subtle 
manifestation of the sublime Brahm, these sixteen qualities or attributes of a man refer to 
the sixteen qualities of Brahm himself that made him the Lord of creation. The presence 
of all these divine attributes makes a man complete and very powerful. Hence, these 
sixteen Kalaas represent all the magnificent good qualities that are present in this creation 
which enable a man to overcome all adversities, hurdles and ill circumstances. Since 
Brahm is the creature's only sincere well wisher and succour in times of distress and 
dismay, and since Brahm possesses all the exemplary qualities grouped under the single 
word Kalaa, a man who is blessed with them is regarded as being equivalent to Brahm. 
Or in other words, he personifies Brahm with all his dignified virtues that are needed by a 
man to complete and get across the cycle of birth and death without hurdles. 

These sixteen Kalaas of creation that are present in a man refer to the sixteen 
elements or primary components that form the basis of a man's very existence and his 
nature and temperament. These are the fundamental building blocks of his subtle and 
gross body, its characteristic qualities as well as the world surrounding him and how the 
man lives in and interacts with it. 

The sixteen Kalaas or aspects or facets of creation have been expressly listed in 
the Prashna Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Canto 6, verse no. 4. These 
sixteen Kalaas are the following—(i) Praan (life; life consciousness; the very essence of 
creation; the vibrations of life manifested in the form of the vital winds; the rhythm and 
essential functions pertaining to life), (11) Shraddhaa (the eclectic virtues of faith, believe, 
conviction, reverence, respect, devotion), (ii) Aakaash (the all-pervading, all- 
encompassing the sky or the space element), (iv) Vaayu (wind, air element), (v) Teja 
(energy, dynamism, splendour, radiance, glory, might, majesty and the fire element), (vi) 
Apaha (the water element which is the all-important ingredient for life), (vii) Prithivi (the 
earth element which is the base or foundation for all mortal creation), (viii) Indriya (the 
organs of the body, both the organs of perception as well as of action), (ix) Mana (the 
mind and heart complex and their stupendous potentials), (x) Anna (food, the element 
without which life is simply not imaginable because it provides it with the basic 
nourishment and energy), (xi) Virya (semen, sperms; subtle component of the body that 
stands for courage, valour, potential, vitality and prowess), (xii) Tapa (austerity and 
penance, tolerance of hardship as a means of penitence and self-cleansing or purification; 
practicing of forbearance and tolerance of suffering and hardship; carrying out strict 
religious vows in order to purify one's self; the sufferance for some auspicious and noble 
cause) (xiii) Mantra (the key or formula to achieve success in any enterprise; it also refers 
to the ability to give good advise; the power to contemplate and think, concentrate and 
focus, and then logically arrive at a conclusion; the different mystical formulas consisting 
of letters or words or phrases which encapsulated various dynamic forces of Nature 
which could be invoked and harnessed by the creature and help him to utilise the latent 
cosmic energy, strength and other magnificent powers incorporated in these Mantras for 
the benefit of creation at large), (xiv) Karma (the ability to do deeds and take action; the 
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strength, energy and stamina to perform even difficult tasks), (xv) Loka (the various 
worlds, such as the mortal world where the creature lived on the earth, the lower heaven 
called the Antariksha where the junior Gods and the Spirits of dead creatures would live, 
and the upper heaven or Brahm Loka where the Supreme Being lives; the different 
worlds as experienced during the waking state, the dreaming state and the deep sleep 
states of existence of the consciousness), and (xvi) Naam (the name assigned to each 
independent creature; the good name, fame, reputation, honour and glory that a creature 
has in this world). 

They are also called the sixteen Aakarshini Shaktis of creation that makes the 
possessor of these virtues much sought after in society. The word ‘Aakarshini’ means one 
that attracts others, and the word ‘Shakti’ of course means power. These are the 
following—(1) the power possessed by Pran, the vital life-sustaining winds or airs which 
maintain the vibrations, the rhythm and the essential functions of life in this creation; (1i) 
the power that comes with having Shraddha, i.e. having the eclectic virtues of faith, 
believe, conviction, reverence, respect and devotion that one has for his chosen deity, for 
the Supreme Being, and for the aim of life one has set for himself; (iii) the power to be as 
vast, all-pervading and all-encompassing as the Sky element known as ‘Akash’; (iv) the 
power that is equivalent to that possessed by the Wind or Air element known as ‘Vayu’ 
that is so essential for life and its sustenance, and its proof lies in the fact one would die 
for want of air; (v) the power that is known as ‘Tej’, literally meaning vigour, vitality, 
energy, dynamism etc. that are depicted by the Fire element known as ‘Agni’ that is so 
essential for life and its sustenance, and its proof lies in the fact one would die for want of 
heat and warmth; (vi) the powers equivalent to those possessed by the Water element 
known as ‘Apaha’ that is so essential for life and its sustenance, and its proof lies in the 
fact one would die for want of water; (vii) the powers that are equivalent to the earth 
element known as ‘Prithivi’ which is the base or foundation for all mortal creation, the 
power that helps one to sustain others and therefore it makes a person much sought after; 
(viii) the powers displayed by the various sense organs of the body, called the ‘Indriya’, 
because it is these organs that enable the creature to achieve stupendous and most 
astounding tasks that are even beyond imagination; (ix) the immense and most lauded 
power of the mind and sub-conscious known as the ‘Mana’ which has formidable 
potentials and reach, keeping the creature firmly held in its grip, and without which 
power noting can be done or any success achieved in any field whatsoever; (x) the power 
equivalent to that possessed by food or *Anna” which is absolutely essential for survival 
and has such powerful force of attraction that people go long distances in search of food, 
even kill each other over it; (xi) the magnificent power to create and generate that is 
shown by the semen known as the ‘Virya’ which stands for courage, valour, potency, 
vitality and strength, vigour, dynamism etc., and anyone who possesses these glorious 
powers or virtues is surely much attractive and useful for others; (xii) the power that 
comes with doing 'Tapa', meaning austerity and penance, tolerance of hardship as a 
means of penitence, forbearance, carrying out strict religious vows in order to purify 
one's self, sufferance for some auspicious and noble cause, etc., virtues that make the 
person who possesses them have a magnetic appeal for others; (xiii) the powers inherent 
in the various mystical ‘Mantras’ which are great spiritual formulas with astounding 
potentials to fulfill all desires of the user; they are like keys to achieve success in any 
enterprise; it also refers to the ability to give good advise; the power to contemplate and 
think, concentrate and focus, and then logically arrive at a conclusion; the mystical 
powers that are an integral part of the Mantra and represent the various dynamic forces of 
Nature which could be invoked and harnessed by the creature and help him to utilise the 
latent cosmic energy, the strength, the dynamism and other magnificent powers 
incorporated in these Mantras for the benefit of creation at large; (xiv) the power to do 
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various deeds and take actions, the strength, energy and stamina to perform even difficult 
tasks, the powers that are an integral part of the theory of doing Karma; (xv) the powers 
that makes a man so powerful that he can have control over the various worlds called the 
three Lokas, i.e. the mortal world where the creatures live on earth, the lower heaven 
called the Antariksha where the junior Gods and the Spirits of dead ancestors live, and 
the upper heaven or Brahm Loka where the senior Gods live; it also refers to the 
terrestrial world, the heavens and the nether world, as well as the different worlds as 
experienced during the waking state, the dreaming state and the deep sleep states of 
existence of the consciousness; and finally (xvi) the inherent power in one's good name, 
the power of ‘Naam’; this gives the person fame, acclaim, authority and respect in 
society; it bestows reputation, honour and glory that a person so much seeks in this 
world. This power of good name and its value in terms of making the man famous and 
eternal in the memory of others is so attractive that everyone wishes to gain some good 
name for himself in this world. A person with good name attracts others towards 
himself.] 


Tare: tres Mega fatahit | d rere are fafühf | ada genaai 
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Teal Tae aft | aa Seca | TIE watt | Aaaa 

sata | Hd4 FKTK: VIPAT d Gel Ferd Bel Aga Seguma 13 |i 
Ll sft aaao Aa |I 


punarnaradah papraccha bhagavanko'sya vidhiriti / 

tam hovaca nasya vidhiriti / 

sarvadā Sucirasucirva pathan brahmanah salokatam samipatam sarüpatam 
sayujyatameti / 

yadasya sodasikasya sardhatrikotirjapati tada brahmahatyam tarati / 

tarati virahatyam / svarnasteyat pūto bhavati / 
pitrdevamanusyanamapakaratputo bhavati / 
sarvadharmaparityagapapatsadyah šucitāmāpnuyāt / 

sadyo mucyate sadyo mucyate / ityupanisat // 3 // 
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SOAR TAT EST 


The celestial sage Narad asked Brahma once again, 'Oh Lord! What is the system or 
method to be followed for doing Japa (repetition of) the divine Mantra?' Brahma replied, 
'There is no prescribed method or any set of rigid rules to follow for doing Japa with this 
Mantra. Whether one is purified or not (ie. whether the Japa is done after due 
observance of formal purification rites such as bathing etc. or not), a person who 
constantly, consistently and persistently repeats this holy and divine Mantra with faith 
and conviction can easily get all the 4 types of ‘Muktis’ (1.e., liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation) called ‘Salokya’, ‘Samipya’, ‘Sarupya’ and ‘Sayujya’. When 
the seeker/aspirant has repeated this 16-word Mantra for 3’ crore times [1 crore = 10 
million], he is liberated or exonerated from the grave and horrible sin of killing a 
Brahmin. He is also liberated/exonerated from the grave sin of killing a brave warrior or 
his own brother treacherously, stealing gold or other types of treasure of others, being 
disloyal and treacherous towards ‘Pittars’ (dead ancestors) and causing harm to them as 
well as to Gods and other fellows human beings. They are also pardoned from the 
generally unpardonable sin of abandoning the path of ‘Dharma’ (righteousness, probity, 
propriety, nobility and virtuousness). Such a person achieves liberation and deliverance 
from this world in Kaliyug and accomplishes the great achievement called emancipation 
and salvation for their souls very soon. Verily, this is what this Upanishad says' (3). 

[Note :-The 4 types of Muktis mentioned above are the following—(i) Salokya—to reside 

in the divine abode of the Lord; (it) Samipya—to reside near the Lord; (iii) Sarupya—to 

obtain the divine form which is similar to that of the Lord; and (iv) Sayujya—to become 

one with the Lord by merging one's soul with him.] 


Thus ends Kalisantarnopanishad 


Santi Patha /*rrf«Tura 
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om saha navavatu/ saha nau bhunaktu/ saha viryam karvāvahai / tējasvi 
navadhitamastu / ma vidvisavahai // 


om Santih! šāntih!! Santih!!! 
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An Anthology 


UPANISHADS DEDICATED TO LORD RAM 


And THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 


[Original Text, Roman Transliteration, Verse-by-Verse Hindi & English Rendering, 
Notes & Explanations.] 


CHAPTER 6 


Atharva Veda's 


Sita Upanishad 


This Upanishad belonging to the Atharva Veda tradition was revealed as a dialogue 
between the Gods and Prajapati Brahma, the creator. In it, Sita, who was the divine 
consort of Lord Ram, an incarnation of Lord Vishnu and hence a personification of the 
supreme transcendental Brahm, has been established as the personification of the eternal 
cosmic dynamic powers, ability, virtues and authority of Brahm revealed as ‘Shakti’, and 
is called Mother Nature or the Mool Prakriti at the cosmic level of creation (verse no. 2). 
This dynamic Shakti of the Supreme Brahm is omnipotent and universal, and it is 
responsible for creation, sustenance and conclusion of creation. The supreme, 
transcendental Brahm utilises the services of this cosmic energy and majestic power to 
exercise his authority in the world. 

In other words, Sita represents that aspect of Brahm which is responsible for the 
edifice of creation coming into being. She is the inseparable other half of Brahm which 
symbolises the otherwise neutral Brahm's dynamism and energy. If Brahm is un-manifest 
form of the cosmic Consciousness, Sita then is the manifest form of the same 
Consciousness. Sita is the ‘will’ and ‘dynamism’ of Brahm personified. 

This Upanishad stresses that that Sita principle is Brahm in its form, and then 
goes on to describe the esoteric meaning of the word ‘Sita’, her divine, sublime and 
ethereal un-manifest form as well as her form with a litany of divine attributes. It lists her 
righteous and noble virtues, the various connotations and forms of ‘Shakti’ (the 
magnificent cosmic dynamic powers of Brahm) and its embodiment as Sita, and all other 
such metaphysical and philosophical aspects pertaining to this Shakti that has been 
personified in the form of a Mother Goddess known as ‘Sita’. 
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Sita as the ‘Shakti’ of Brahm (verse no. 2) that takes many forms—viz. she is, for 
instance, a personified form of the Maya Shakti (verse nos. 3, 5, 35), the Ichha Shakti 
(verse nos. 11-12, 35-36), the Kriya Shakti (verse nos. 11, 20, 33), the Gyan Shakti (verse 
nos. 11, 21-33), the Mantra Shakti (verse nos. 3-5, 6, 8), the Aishwarya Shakti (verse nos. 
8-9, 11, 37), the Pran Shakti (verse nos. 10, 13, 15), the Shakti known as the Mother 
Goddess having various names (verse nos. 8, 12, 16, 18, 37), the Shakti that manifests 
itself in the form of the Universe (verse nos. 10, 14, 17, 18, 34), the Aadya Shakti and the 
Mool Prakriti (verse nos. 2, 8, 19, 33), the Dharma Shakti (verse nos. 10, 36), and the 
Shakti that empowers one with various boons and blessings (verse nos. 7, 34, 37). 

Besides this, it is the only Upanishad which describes how the primary source of 
knowledge and wisdom known as the Veda came to be classified into various branches, 
and goes on to narrate how the different scriptures came into being along with the Vedas 
as primary sources of knowledge. 
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om bhadram karnébhih srnuyama devah bhadram pasyémaksabhiryajatrah / 
sthirairangaistustuvārnsastanūbhirvyašēma dēvahitam yadayuh // 

svasti na indro vrddhasravah svasti nah püsa visvavédah / 

svasti nastarksyo aristanemih svasti no brhaspatirdadhatu // 


om Santih! šāntih!! Santih!!! 


The meaning of this Shanti Paath is given in the beginning of Chapter no. 1 (Ram Purva 
Tapini Upanishad) of this book. 


eq € d wemdfeungpeaemr xir fe SAA ie i 


devā ha vai prajapatimabruvanka sita kim rüpamiti // 1 // 
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1. Once the Gods approached Prajapati Brahma and asked him, 'Oh Lord! What is the 
real form and the fundamental truth about Sita'? Who she actually is? We are all eager to 
know about it, so please elucidate the facts for our benefit' (1). 
[Note—'In the mythological histories of the Hindus known as the Purans and the 
Ithihasas, there is a well-known epic story of the Ramayana. It narrates how Lord Vishnu 
had manifested as Lord Ram, the king of Ayodhya, to kill the evil 10-headed demon-king 
known by the name of Ravana who was the king of Lanka. Laxmi, the divine consort of 
Vishnu, had accompanied the Lord as Sita. Hence, in this epic Sita is the divine consort 
of Lord Ram. 

Sita is believed to have emerged from earth as a girl-child safely ensconced in a mud- 
pitcher. She was revealed when king Janak had ploughed a field to prepare the ground for 
a fire sacrifice he was to perform. The tip of the ploughshare got stuck in the pitcher, and 
so it came out of the ground. Sita got her name precisely due to this event—for the word 
‘Sita’ means the ‘tip of a ploughshare’. The king adopted her as her daughter. She was 
married to Lord Ram. She was abducted by Ravana during Ram’s sojourn in the forest, 
leading to the epic war of Lanka in which Ravana was killed along with the rest of the 
evil demon race. The whole story of the famous epic Ramayana revolves around Sita in 
this sense. 

The Upanishads go much higher in their interpretation of who Sita is. If Lord Ram is 
regarded as the Supreme Being known as Brahm himself personified in his person then 
Sita definitely is the dynamic Shakti of Brahm revealed in her form. Just as Brahm has 
countless forms and names, Sita too has equivalent number of forms and names because 
she is a personification of dynamism of Brahm; she is the ‘other half of Brahm’. If Brahm 
is to be treated in entirety, Sita cannot be neglected, because without Shakti, literally 
meaning energy, power, authority, dynamism, vitality and vigour that the cosmic 
Consciousness inherently possesses, the concept of Brahm has no meaning. | 
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2. Prajapati replied, 'Sita is a truthful manifestation of the divine cosmic dynamic energy 
of the supreme Brahm which is known as ‘Shakti!’ Being the primary cause of creation 
and its manifestation as Nature, she is called the ‘Mool Prakriti’, or the root from which 
this vast tree representing the multifaceted creation has not only sprouted forth but is also 


483 


nourished by and empowered to develop into its fascinating, colourful and enthralling 
form. Since the primary cosmic divinity called Pranav or Brahm, represented by the 
ethereal monosyllabic Mantra OM, is the basic foundation or seed from which Nature 
itself has emerged, Sita is also synonymous with this Pranav which, in turn, represents 
the supreme, transcendental and enigmatic Brahm (2). 
[Note—'The word Shakti refers to the eternal cosmic dynamic powers, ability, virtues 
and authority of Brahm revealed in a personified form. This ‘Shakti’ is therefore the 
dynamic aspect of Brahm; it is the latter's energy, powers and authority at play in a vivid 
form. It is this Shakti that was utilised by the Supreme Being known as Brahm to create, 
sustain and conclude this creation. This Shakti of Brahm is called Mother Nature or the 
Mool Prakriti that is subtle and invisible at the cosmic level of creation (verse no. 2), 
while at the level of the visible creation or the macrocosmic level it is given the name and 
form of Sita who was the divine consort of Lord Ram on this earth. Lord Ram himself 
was Brahm personified in his form, as he was the incarnation of the Viraat Purush or 
Lord Vishnu who is no one else but Brahm in a cosmic form. 

This dynamic Shakti of the supreme Brahm is omnipotent and universal, and it is 
responsible for creation, sustenance and conclusion of creation. The supreme, 
transcendental Brahm utilises the services of this cosmic energy and majestic power to 
exercise his authority in the world, to execute his will, to control and regulate this 
creation. 

In other words, Sita represents that aspect of Brahm which is responsible for the 
edifice of creation coming into being. She is the inseparable other half of Brahm which 
symbolises the otherwise neutral Brahm's dynamism and energy. If Brahm is un-manifest 
form of the cosmic Consciousness, Sita then is the manifest form of the same 
Consciousness. Sita is the ‘will’ and ‘dynamism’ of Brahm personified. 

According to this Upanishad, Sita as the ‘Shakti’ of Brahm (verse no. 2), takes many 
forms—viz. she is the Maya Shakti which refers to the unique, magnificent and 
stupendous power of Brahm to create delusions (verse nos. 3, 5, 35), the Ichha Shakti 
which refers to power of Brahm to create desires, aspirations, wishes and volitions which 
had inspired Brahm to do what it did (verse nos. 11-12, 35-36), the Kriya Shakti refers to 
the ability to perform deeds and take actions, as well as to the results or rewards that 
accompany each such deed or action (verse nos. 11, 20, 33), the Gyan Shakti refers to the 
power inherent in knowledge, wisdom, erudition, sagacity and enlightenment (verse nos. 
11, 21-33), the Mantra Shakti refers to the powers integral in the various Mantras which 
are letters, words or phrases that are like formulas or keys that help to unleash the various 
powerful forces of creation representing different facets or aspects of the dynamism of 
Brahm (verse nos. 3-5, 6, 8), the Aishwarya Shakti refers to the plethora of powers, 
authority and majesty that come with various accomplishments, achievements and 
successes in this world, and they include the acquisition of Siddhis or mystical powers 
(verse nos. 8-9, 11, 37), the Pran Shakti refers to the mystical powers that the subtle 
Consciousness has which enables it to inject or infuse life in the otherwise lifeless 
creation, giving everything in creation its worth and importance (verse nos. 10, 13, 15), 
the Shakti known as the Mother Goddess having various names (verse nos. 8, 12, 16, 18, 
37), the Shakti that manifests itself in the form of the Universe with all its stupendous 
variations and magnificence (verse nos. 10, 14, 17, 18, 34), the Aadya Shakti and the 
Mool Prakriti (verse nos. 2, 8, 19, 33), the Dharma Shakti which refers to the inherent 
powers and strength possessed in the virtues of righteousness, nobility, propriety, probity 
and auspiciousness (verse nos. 10, 36), and the Shakti that empowers one with various 
boons and blessings (verse nos. 7, 34, 37). Though not mentioned specifically, the other 
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auspicious form of the Shakti of Brahm without which enlightenment, wisdom, erudition 
and acquisition of knowledge is not possible is known as Chitta Shakti (verse no. 26). 

The word Shakti broadly means strength, powers and potentials that a person 
possesses. The concept of Shakti in the context of metaphysics refers to the one dynamic 
cosmic force of Truth known as Brahm expressing itself in three different ways because 
of the different equipments used for such expressions—viz. the body, the mind and the 
intellect. The three Shaktis are not actually different from one another but compliment 
each other because they have one origin and springs forth as the dynamism of the 
transcendental Truth and the absolute Reality known as Brahm. Knowledge possessed by 
Brahm is expressed through the equipment of the intellect, the desire to use this 
knowledge and put it into effect is done by the mind, and the actual action to give effect 
to the desires is taken by the body. If one component is removed, the entire setup 
wouldn't function just like it is necessary to have the full system in order to make the 
computer work. 

These cosmic dynamic forces or powers of the supreme transcendental 
Consciousness that is the universal and ubiquitous Truth are expressed in many forms— 
some subtle and invisible while others that are visible and grosser in nature. For instance, 
the astounding powers of the mind and intellect, collectively called the *Chitta Shakti” as 
well as the *Gyan Shakti”, which are very powerful and potent but not visible, and the 
powers and strength of the gross body of the creature to do something, to act and perform 
deeds, called the *Kriya Shakti', that can be physically seen and measured. 

The dynamic powers of the cosmic Consciousness, known as Brahm, that have been 
unleashed in this creation assume different forms at different levels of existence. They 
may be in the form of various Gunas inherent to a creature, the vital winds called Pran 
that infuse life in this creation, the various Vasanas and Vrittis or inherent passions and 
temperaments that govern the personality of all living beings, and so on and so forth. 
They might also be revealed in the form of various Gods and Goddesses which personify 
the various powerful forces of Nature. They may also take visible forms in the shape of 
incarnations such as that of Sita in the present case. Sita embodies in her divine form all 
the different aspects of dynamism of Brahm, the Supreme Being, as expounded and 
elucidated in this grand and magnificent Upanishad. 

According to ancient texts, the divine Shakti or cosmic dynamic powers of the 
supreme Brahm has assumed three forms called the *three Divine Shaktis'. These three 
forms of the cosmic energy refer to the three forms that the supreme Brahm had taken for 
the purpose of creation. ‘Brahmi’ is the energy with which Brahma creates, and its 
relevant subtle counterpart here is the power to wish and aspire for and expect something. 
‘Rudrani’ is the cosmic energy by which Shiva/Rudra ends this creation, or brings to a 
conclusion the creation which Brahma had made possible. *Vaishanvi” is the cosmic 
energy by which Vishnu sustains and nourishes the creation, and its subtle counterpart is 
taking actions and doing deeds because without actions and deeds, the creation cannot be 
sustained. For all these activities—creation, sustenance and conclusion, knowledge, 
wisdom and intelligence are needed because success in any of these requires the requisite 
expertise and the ability to use and apply it judiciously. 

In other words, Brahma makes this creation possible by wishing to do so in his mind. 
If the creation is righteous and virtuous, it is sustained and nourished by Vishnu, but if it 
goes wayward and starts committing evil and sins, Rudra takes charge and uses his 
energy called *Rudrani” to destroy that evil part of the creation. Extending this logic 
further, we deduce that when the evil tendencies in the world will almost eclipse or 
outweigh the good qualities, Rudra would completely annihilate the creation, but the 
remnants of good elements left behind will help Brahma to re-start the cycle of creation 
once again. 
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According to verse no. 12 of this Upanishad, the Iccha Shakti of Brahm has assumed 
the form of three Goddesses—viz. Sri Devi (the patron Goddess of ‘Sri’—i.e. wealth, 
prosperity, opulence, majesty, fame, splendour and grandeur), Bhu Devi (representing 
Mother Earth as well as the patron Goddess of earth, representing the power of Nature to 
create, sustain and destroy, because it is in the earth that all seeds germinate, all creatures 
are born, it is from earth that they extract their nourishment, and it is in the earth that they 
die and perish finally), and Neela Devi (representing the vast and endless sky which is 
regarded as being the nearest equivalent to Brahm as well as being the patron Goddess of 
the blue sky representing the entire cosmos and the heaven above the earth). 

According to verse no. 16, the three Goddesses are known as ‘Sri’, ‘Laxmi’ and 
*Lakshyamaan'. That is, it is the Sita principle that has been called by various names such 
as Sri meaning majesty, magnificence, glory and fame, as Laxmi meaning material 
wealth and prosperity, and as Lakshyaman referring to these two qualities in their 
manifold forms because the word *Lakshya” means a hundred thousand, and the word 
*maan' means a measurement. 

The Shakti assumes other forms as divine Goddesses— Kali (the black complexioned 
goddess of war), Tara, and Tripura also known as Tripur Sundari, are also called the 
Trishaktis, or the divine cosmic energy which has revealed itself in the form of these 
three divine Goddesses. These Goddesses are the various manifestation of Parvati, the 
divine consort of Lord Shiva. Parvati is usually referred to by one single epithet— 
Shakti—which literally means energy, vitality, strength and powers. 

The Tripura Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, in its verse no. 13 says that the 
Shakti has assumed the form of the following three Goddesses—Gayatri (the rising Sun), 
at noon when it is meant for Savitri (the Sun in its full glory and splendour), and at dusk 
when it is meant for Saraswati (the Goddess of knowledge). 

The following are also called Trishakti or the potential powers present in a man—(1) 
to have influence, impact, affect and sway upon others, (ii) to have enthusiasm, zeal, 
flourish, drive and courage, and (iii) to have a good advise in this world as well as the 
support of divine intercession or intervention of Gods who should be benign and 
favourably inclined towards him. Further, the three Goddesses—Kali (the black 
complexioned goddess of war), Tara, and Tripura also known as Tripur Sundari, are also 
called the Trishaktis, or the divine cosmic energy which has revealed itself in the form of 
these three divine Goddesses. These Goddesses are the various manifestation of Parvati, 
the divine consort of Lord Shiva. Parvati is usually referred to by one single epithet— 
Shakti—which literally means energy, vitality, strength and powers. 

Besides the above forms of Shaktis, there are said to be nine other forms of Shaktis. 
These have two connotations. One is the various forms that the divine dynamic power, 
potential, authority and energy of the Supreme Being has taken in the form of Goddesses, 
and the other connotation refers to the strengths and powers that a man possesses and 
which empowers him with divine abilities. These nine divine assets that a man possesses 
are also called Nidhis or assets of a man. These Nidhis may be spiritual or worldly. In 
brief they are the following:- 

(a) Spiritual assets—according to saint Tulsidas’ epic Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Doha 35-36, they are—(i) communion with saints and pious people where the 
Lord's glories are being sung, (ii) serving one's teacher and elders, (ii) praising the 
Lord's glories and doing Kirtan and Bhajan which are community singing of the Lord's 
glories, (iv) repeating the divine Mantras or holy words of the Lord, i.e. doing Japa, (v) 
having such virtues as ‘Dam’ or tolerance, patience, fortitude and resilience, ‘Sheel’ or 
good and righteous demeanors, *Virati” or being renunciate and detached from deeds and 
to be dispassionate towards the world, *Sam” or equanimity, looking everything as 
Brahm, having a non-dual approach of or view of the world, *Santosh' or contentedness, 
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and ‘Saral’ or simplicity and humility, (vi) having no deceit, conceit and falsehoods, (vii) 
not finding faults with others and criticising them unnecessarily, (viii) to have firm 
reliance and faith in the Lord, and (ix) not to feel dejected, depressed, despaired, inferior, 
lowly and condemned under any adverse circumstances, because the great and merciful 
Lord is always with them. 

(b) Worldly assets—such as gold, silver, diamond, gems such as ruby, sapphire and 
emerald etc.; kith and kin such as sons, wife, pets and livestock, homestead and farmland, 
name, fame and majesty etc. These worldly assets are at the micro level what the Gods 
possess at the macro level and kept in the custody of Kuber who is the treasurer of Gods. 

(c) The larger quantum of these assets symbolised by the following words— 


15 18 
Mahapadam (100 Padams), Padam (the quantity 10 ), Sankha (10 ), Makar, Kaschap, 
13 11 


Mukund, Kund, Neel (10 ), and Kharva (10 ). These words are used to measure 
quantity or volume of any given entity. Hence, they are employed to indicate the quantum 
of certain powers that an entity possesses. 

(d) The nine Shaktis are the various forms of the divine dynamic power, potential, 
authority and energy of the Supreme Being that has taken the form of nine Goddesses. 
These Goddesses are worshipped as Mothers of creation and they complement the 
Supreme Being. The nine divine Goddesses, also known as the patron Goddesses in 
Tantra literature dealing with occult forms of divine worship, are the following—‘Maha 
Tripur Sundari’, ‘Tripur Ambaa’, ‘Tripur Siddhi”, ‘Tripur Malini’, ‘Tripura Sri”, *Tripur 
Vasini’, ‘Tripur Sundari’, ‘Tripur Reshi’, ‘Tripura’. 

According to another version, the nine divine Goddesses are the following—Vaamaa 
(the divine consort of Lord Vamdeo, one of the forms of Lord Shiva), Durga (the 
Goddess who rides a lion and is considered a manifestation of Parvati, the divine consort 
of Shiva, and who had slayed the demon named Durg), Gauri (the divine consort of Lord 
Shiva; another name of Parvati), Bhagwati (another name of Parvati; the divine Mother 
Nature personified and from whose womb the entire creation has emerged), Parvati (the 
consort of Shiva; had derived her name because she is said to be the daughter of the king 
of mountains, called ‘Parvat’ in Sanskrit), Laxmi (the divine consort of Lord Vishnu, the 
sustainer of creation, and the patron Goddess of good fortune, prosperity and wealth), 
Saraswati (the divine consort of Brahma, the creator, and the patron Goddess of 
knowledge), and Aditi (the mother of all the Gods). 

The system of worshipping of the divine Goddess envisages that she is a 
personification of all the dynamic powers and essential energy of all the Gods rolled into 
one. The chief Goddess is known as Parvati, the divine consort of Lord Shiva who is 
regarded as the greatest and most senior amongst the pantheon of Gods, and hence 
honoured by the epithet ‘Maheshwar’. Parvati is also known as Durga who is worshipped 
in nine different forms. These nine forms of Durga are called ‘Nav Durgas’ or nine 
Durgas. They are also called *Nav-Shaktis' or the nine personified forms of the divine 
dynamic power and energy of the Supreme Being. 

Thus, according to the Kavach Stotra of Devi-mahatamya, the nine Shaktis are the 
following—Shailputri (literally, the daughter of the Lord of Mountains), Brahmchaarini 
(one who is perpetually a celibate and self-restrained), Chandraghantaa (one who is as 
beautiful as the moon), Khushmaandaa (one who is always cheerful), Skandamaata (the 
mother of Skanda, also known as Lord Kartikeya, the son of Shiva and Parvati and a 
commander of the army of Gods), Kaatyaani (the Goddess who personifies the holy 
consort of the great ancient sage of the Vedic period, named Var-ruchi Kaatyaan), 
Kaalraatri (a personification of the night of the doomsday), Mahagauri (the great Goddess 
known as Gauri, another name of Parvati, the divine consort of Maheshwar or Lord 
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Shiva), and Siddhidaatri (one who gives mystical powers and bestows her devotees or 
worshipper with success in everything). 

According to Brahmaand Puran, the names are the following—Neelkanthi (one 
whose throat is blue-tinged), Kshemankari (one who takes care of her dependents), 
Harasiddhi (one who gives all Siddhis—mystical powers), Vanadurga (the patron 
Goddess of the forest), Rudradurga (the Goddess who is as fierce as Lord Rudra), 
Agnidurga (the Goddess who is as fierce as Agni, the Fire God), Jayadurga (the Goddess 
who gives victory), Vindhyavaasini (the Goddess who lives in the Vindhya mountain 
ranges), and Ripumaaridurga (the Goddess who vanquishes enemies). 

Then we have Forty Shaktis—The forty ‘Shaktis are the following—fourteen organs 
of the body (internal + external) + fourteen patron Gods of these organs + three ‘Karmas’ 
or deeds + four ‘Gunas’ or temperaments or inherent qualities of a creature + worldly 
powers + spiritual powers + three states of consciousness = total forty. The three 
‘Karmas’ are classified as (a) excessive, extravagant and enormous—known as 
*Tul/Toola” (gs), (b) basic and essential—known as ‘Mool’ (4), and (c) done out of 
ignorance and foolishness—known as ‘Avidya’ (sam). The four ‘Gunas’ are 
‘Vikshep’ (fat) meaning doubts, confusions, uncertainties, perplexities, fickleness, 
restlessness and agitations etc. in the creature, ‘Mudita’ (Ra) meaning cheerfulness and 
enjoyment, ‘Karuna’ (ww) meaning mercy and compassion, and ‘Avaran’? (smawr) 
meaning neutrality, ability to show no emotions and remaining indifferent and aloof. The 
word also means a veil, cloak, mask and sheath. Hence, here it means ‘the ability to 
protect oneself from all the affects of external stimuli originating in the world which can 
perturb and confound the mind of the seeker/aspirant causing exasperation and 
perplexities, and instead, remain calm, peaceful and tranquil. The three states of 
consciousness are the ‘Jagrat’ or the waking state, the ‘Swapna’ or the dreaming state, 
and ‘Sushupta’ or the deep sleep state of consciousness. 

Para Shakti—Para Shakti represents the supernatural transcendental dynamic powers 
of the pure conscious Atma, and it is revealed in the form of the ability of the man to 
‘speak’. This is because the very first sign of creation coming into being is deemed to be 
the ‘Naad’ or the cosmic sound element that was generated when there was some activity 
in the calm surface of the cosmic ether. This Naad was envisioned as the first cosmic 
movement in the otherwise calm and tranquil ether which created a ripple that formed 
into a wave moving across the surface of ether, causing energy to be generated, which in 
due course powered the cosmic dynamo at the time of the initial phases of creation at the 
time of its very beginning. Naad was conceptualised as the word OM, and the whole 
gamut of spoken language is incorporated in the basic sound created when this OM is 
pronounced. So, the ‘voice’ or ‘sound’ generated in the throat of a living being is the 
most evident and irrefutable proof of the supreme Consciousness, which is responsible 
for the unfolding of this entire creation, being present inside the body of the individual. 

The Para Shakti has been described in Kshuirko-panishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in 

its verse nos. 15-16 as follows— 
“Then the ascetic should diligently move the vital winds in the cluster of Naadis present 
in the throat. [That is, he should visualise that his consciousness is pulsating in the region 
of the throat where the energy center called Kantha Chakra is located.] This cluster has 
one hundred one Naadis. They trap within themselves the most stupendous and 
magnificent source of divine and supernatural energy called ‘Para Shakti’. 

Some of the great Naadis located here are the Sushumna Naadi which remains 
perpetually submerged in the bliss obtained by realisation of the supreme transcendental 
Truth (and if the Pran enters this Naadi, it obviously also gets submerged in an 
everlasting ocean of bliss and contentedness that comes with realisation of the ultimate 
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Truth). The Naadi called Virja is directly linked to the supreme Brahm (i.e. it has direct 
link with the supreme consciousness residing in the body of the individual creature, and 
when this Naadi is activated the individual can have direct access to that consciousness). 
The other two important Naadis here are called Ida which is located to the left side of the 
throat, and Pingla that is located in the right side of the throat. [These two Naadis move 
up to the nostrils located in their respective sides.] (15-16).” 

Adhar/Aadhaar Shakti—The word Adhar or Aadhaar literally means support, basis, 
base, rest, stay, backbone, substratum, principle, foot, pillar, prop, shoulder, shore, dike, 
and a means of subsistence. It refers to the base or foundation of anything, any structure 
or any event. For example when any unfortunate event happens, we try to ascertain the 
cause or the basic reason why it happened. Once it is determined, the rest is easy to 
follow. The word Shakti however means energy, vitality, stamina and strength. It is the 
energy trapped in the triad of the Sushumna Naadi, the Mooladhar Chakra and the 
Kundalini that 1s sought to be harnessed by the ascetic for his spiritual endeavour of 
Brahm realisation leading to his attaining an eternal state of blessedness marked by 
extreme ecstasy and bliss as well as in aiding him in his liberation and deliverance from 
the fetters of this body and the world. 

According to the Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 6, verse nos. 22-37, the triad 
consisting of the Sushumna Naadi along with the Mooladhar Chakra and the Kundalini is 
called the *Adhar Shakti'. This is because it plays an all important role in not only 
keeping the nervous system of the body functioning normally but also is used in the 
process of Yoga to achieve spiritual high. The subtle dynamic cosmic energy present in 
the body is located here and the ascetic strives to arouse it and harness its astounding 
potentials for his own spiritual well being. Since the man's entire life and all his activities 
revolve around the consciousness present in the body, as the body without consciousness 
would be a dead body which is good for none, this apparatus consisting of the Sushumna 
Naadi, the Mooladhar Chakra and the Kundalini is considered as the pillar, the 
foundation and the basis of obtaining enlightenment and liberation according to the 
philosophy of Yoga. Therefore this apparatus is called the Adhar Shakti for the ascetic, 
the one which empowers the ascetic in his spiritual endeavours and provides him with 
sufficient energy and vitality to obtain success in it.] 
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3. [Verse nos. 3-6 describe the esoteric meaning of the four components of the word 
‘Sita/ sītā”, viz. Sa + IA + Ta + Aa/à .] 

Sita is the virtual ‘soul’ or Atma of the entire gamut of creation having three 
aspects. Therefore she is called *Trivarnaatma', or the soul of all those things which have 
three plains, phases, forms, connotations, facets or aspects in creation’. [The creation has 
been envisioned as one having three plains of existence. The Atma, the pure 
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consciousness, lives in all these three plains. Without the Atma the creation is as good as 
dead or non-existent. Sita is “Trivarna-Atma’ because she represents this Atma having 
three forms. She represents the dynamic Shakti of Brahm known as 'consciousness' that 
makes each of the three facets of the diverse creation active and bear life in their 
individual forms.] 

Sita is also, at the same time, a personification of Yog Maya (which refers to the 
astounding powers of Brahm or the Supreme Being to create delusions). [The concept of 
Maya has been briefly described in note no. 2 of this verse.] 

Lord Vishnu (personified Brahm at the cosmic plane; also known as the Viraat 
Purush) is the *seed” (i.e. the primary cause) from which the entire world with all its 
delusions and deceptions, with all its artificiality and ostentations, with all its myriad 
variations and colourful charms, has been created. The Lord's "Maya" (i.e. the delusion- 


creating maverick powers of the supreme Lord) is represented by the letter ‘T? ($ / 1 T) 


which is a long vowel sound (pronounced as in the word keel; meet). 

[This long vowel sound of Sanskrit is equivalent to ‘Ee’ (as in eel) in English, and it 
is the fourth vowel of the Sanskrit language. It is added as a suffix to the first letter ‘Sa’ 
of the full word ‘Sita’. Hence, the first letter becomes ‘Sa’ + ‘I/ P = 'Si/ST. The ‘I/ T 
component of this holy name Sita represents the Maya aspect of creation, and as such it 
stands for Vishnu's dynamic powers of creating a miraculous world out of nothing just 
like a magician creates a fascinating world from nowhere.] (3). 

[Note :- "The word Trivarnaatma refers to the three aspects of creation and its myriad 

variations. Atma refers to the soul of this whole setup. Therefore, Sita is the soul of the 

so-called ‘Triad’ of creation. This ‘Triad’ of creation has many connotations— 

(a) Creation, sustenance and conclusion. 

(b) The Trinity Gods—Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer, and Shiva the 
concluder. 

(c) The three worlds called Triloki—terrestrial, subterranean and celestial; also the 
Bhu Loka or the earth where we live, the Bhuvha Loka or the sky immediately above the 
earth where those creatures which fly live, such as the birds, as well as where the spirits 
live, and Swaha Loka or the far away heaven where the Gods live. (d) The three Yugs or 
Eras —Sat Yug or the age when righteousness and virtuousness was at its zenith, Treta 
Yug when Lord Ram had made his manifestation, and Dwapar Yug when Lord Krishna 
came. 

(e) The three chief human pursuits —love, wealth and duty. 

(f) The three qualities that a creature possesses and which determine his temperament 
and behavioural pattern —’Sata’ which is the most auspicious noble and righteous of the 
three qualities, ‘Raja’ where worldly passion and desire are predominant factors, and 
‘Tama’ where lowly qualities marked by perversion, evil and sins are the dominant 
feature. 

(g) The three chief tribes or classes into which the human race was divided by the 
ancients —the Brahmins who were the learned class, the Kshatriyas who were the warrior 
class assigned the task of giving protection to the society, and the Vaishyas who did 
commerce and took care of the societies material needs. 

(h) The three primary colours —black, red and yellow. 

(1) The three primary scriptures—the Rig Veda, the Sam Veda, and the Yajur Veda. 

(j) The Trivrikram— the word ‘Tri’ is a prefix meaning ‘three’, and ‘Vikram’ means 
*brave, courageous, bold, heroic, powerful, valorous, valiant, strong, best and excellent’. 

It also refers to Vishnu because he has all these qualities. According to the Puranic 
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concept, Trivikram refers to Lord Vishnu in his manifestation as the dwarf mendicant 
called Vaaman who had begged the demon king Baali for land measuring three steps as 
charity. When Baali had agreed, Vaaman revealed his true identity as Vishnu, who was 
the Viraat Purush who encompassed the whole creation in his own body. So, in one foot 
Vishnu measured the whole earth, in the second, the whole sky, and in the third the 
king's head was measured, symbolically defeating and subjugating him. So, Trivikram 
refers to the Viraat Purush or Lord Vishnu from whose navel even the creator Brahma 
was produced aloft a divine lotus with a long stem, and the holy river Ganges emerged 
from the toe nails of his divine feet. According to Vedas, this Viraat Purush is a 
manifestation of the supreme, transcendental, attributeless, all-pervading and all- 
encompassing authority of the universe, known as Brahm. Rig Veda, 10/90/4, states that 
this Brahm has three legs (Tri) established in the heavens. The macrocosmic male, called 
Purush, is its first manifestation; from this Purush came into being this creation consisting 
of ‘those who eat food’ (the living creatures of the zoological realm) and ‘those who do 
not eat” (the plants and vegetables of the botanical realm). These three —the Viraat 
Purush, the living creatures and the non-living things —formed the three legs of Brahm. 

(k) The three Divine Shaktis—The term ‘Shakti’ and its various forms as divine 
Goddesses have been elaborately described as a note of verse no. 2 of this Upanishad. 

(m) The ‘Trividya’ or the triad of knowledge usually refers to the comprehensive 
knowledge of the three primary Vedas, i.e. Rig, Sam and Yajur. Refer verse no. 21 of the 
present Upanishad. 

(n) The three legendary rewards obtained by being righteous, noble, holy and good. 
These rewards are—‘Artha’ or material well being and prosperity, ‘Dharma’ or 
possessing righteous qualities, being virtuous and noble, and *Kaam'or being successful 
in fulfilling all desires. 

(0) A complete knowledge of the existential world—i.e. its creation, sustenance and 
annihilation or end or conclusion. It involves the fundamental truths of existence and the 
mysteries associated with them. 

(p) Knowledge of what happened in the past, what is happening anywhere at the 
present, and what would happen in the future is also called Trividya. 

(q) From the metaphysical point of view, the knowledge of what happens to the 
creature in his three principal states of conscious existence in this world—i.e. the waking 
state called ‘Jagrat’, the dreaming state called ‘Swapna’, and the deep sleep state of 
existence called ‘Sushupta’ along with the three bodies that the pure consciousness 
relates to in these three states, viz. (a) the gross body consisting of the five organs of 
perception, e.g. eyes, nose, tongue, ears and skin, as well as the five organs of action, e.g. 
the hand, the leg, the mouth, the anus, and the excretory organs, (b) the subtle body 
consisting of the mind intellect complex, and (c) the causal body consisting of the pure 
conscious Atma. 

(r) According to the revered sage Adi Shankarcharya’s commentary on 
Shwetashwatar Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, Canto 1, verse no. 7, the three 
fundamental aspects of the world which give the latter three distinct characteristic forms 
are (1) ‘Bhokta’ or the one who enjoys or suffers, or the consumer who finds pleasure in 
the objects of this material world as well as the one who has to suffer the consequences of 
his actions, i.e. the living creature, (2) ‘Bhogya’ or that which is enjoyed or suffered 
from, or consumed in one form or the other, i.e. the material objects of this consumable 
world, and (3) ‘Niyanta’ or the one who controls and rules over the other two, i.e. the 
Supreme Being. 

To quote the Shwetashwatar Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 7—"The supreme 
transcendental Authority of creation whose glories are being sung by the Vedas is known 
as Brahm. It is a divine entity that is beyond the purview of all worldly deceits and 
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delusions, is most pure, sublime and holy, and is eternal, truthful and imperishable. It is 
in this Brahm that the entire world having three dimensions, called the *Triad of 
Creation”, is firmly established, or has its basis and foundation. 

Those who are well versed in the eclectic knowledge pertaining to Brahm and have a 
holistic view of this supreme Divinity realise that it is present in their own bosom (heart) 
itself and nowhere else. This self-realisation takes a firm foothold by deep meditation, 
resulting in a state of perpetual blessedness. Such self-realised spiritual aspirants remain 
submerged in the bliss obtained by experiencing the presence of Brahm inside their own 
self. The affect is that they are able to get rid of the fetters of ignorance and delusions that 
tie them to this body and the world, and consequentially they find permanent liberation 
and deliverance from this entrapment (i.e. they attain emancipation and salvation for their 
‘self’, for their soul) (7).” 

The Naradparivrajak Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 9, verse no. 12 also 
describes this concept in magnificent terms. 

(s) The Triad of Ishwar or the supreme Lord of all that exists, Jiva or the living being 
or the creature, and Prakriti or Nature—these also form the apex of the triangle which is 
called the world. [Refer verse no. 9, canto 1 of Shwetashwatar Upanishad.] 

(t) The Dhyan Bindu Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, in its verse no. 36 
mentions the triad of creation as follows—"A person who is aware of the presence of the 
supreme transcendental Being, the Supreme Being, in all the three places’, the three 
paths”, the three forms of Brahm’, the three Akchars or letters“, the three Matras*, as well 
as in the *Ardha Maatraa’ or the half-syllable—such a person is the one who is deemed to 
be truthfully wise, erudite and enlightened about the fundamental tenets of the Vedas and 
the essence of their teachings (in the form of the great sayings called the Mahavakyas or 
the great sayings and other maxims and axioms of the scriptures (36).” 

Now let us see what these three places, the three paths, the three forms of Brahm, the 
three Akchars or letters, and the three Maatraas are. 

"The three places where Brahm resides are the three states in which consciousness 
exists, viz. the waking state, the dreaming state, and the deep sleep states of 
consciousness. The three places also refer to the three worlds called Triloki—viz. the 
terrestrial world represented by the word *Bhu', the sky above the earth represented by 
the word *Bhuvaha', and the heavens represented by the word 'Swaha'. Besides these 
interpretations, the three places refer to the three planes of time—viz. the past, the present 
and the future. The word in its broader perspective would involve the *triad of the entire 
creation” because everything that exists is nothing but a manifestation of on single non- 
dual cosmic Truth known as Brahm. This is because of the simple fact that the creation 
‘does exist; it is seen, witnessed, lived in, and is verifiable and tangible’, and not some 
hypothetical conjecture based on the figment of imagination. 

"The three paths are the following—the two extreme paths, one that leads to his 
pomp, reputation, glory and fame, and the other that causes just the opposite to happen, 
leading to his ill-fame, ignominy and degradation, and the third path is the median one of 
moderation that is regarded as auspicious and well thought of. It is marked by the virtues 
of detachment, dispassion and non-involvement. According to some versions, these three 
paths are represented by the three aspects of the fire sacrifice by which the Supreme 
Being is worshipped, viz. *Dhum' or the aspect of the fire sacrifice when there is smoke 
and much sputtering and crackling of the firewood before it catches fire properly, ‘Archi’ 
or the aspect of the fire sacrifice when the flames are burning brightly and brilliantly, and 
‘Agati’ or the concluding part of the sacrifice when some firewood or other offerings 
remain half-burnt or incompletely burnt, leading to either smoldering pieces of leftover 
offerings, or the residue of the extinguished fire in the form of still-smouldering pieces of 
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charcoal and ambers. Refer also to verse no. 93/12-93/15 which describes the three paths 
that the Atma takes from the metaphysical point of view. 

"The three forms of Brahm are the following—the ‘Vishwa’ representing the gross 
form of the visible world in which the individual creature lives in his waking state of 
consciousness, the *Viraat Purush' representing the gross form of the invisible cosmic 
parent body in its cosmic plane of waking state from which all the individual creatures of 
this world have come into being, and ‘Brahm or Ishwar’ which that entity from which 
even this Viraat has evolved. Another interpretation of these three forms of Brahm is its 
manifestation as the Trinity Gods consisting of Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer 
and protector, and Shiva the concluder. 

“The three letters are the three letters of OM, i.e. A, U and M. These three letters 
cover in their ambit the entire gamut of creation, viz. ‘A’ covers birth, *U' covers growth 
and development, and *M' indicated death or conclusion. 

"The three Matras of Brahm are represented by the three phases in which this 
creation has evolved as a fraction of Brahm. These are called *Hrasva' or the small 
beginning indicating the primary forms of life such as algae and fungi, the *Dirgha” or the 
most evolved and widespread form such as the higher species of animals and the highest 
rung occupied by the humans, and ‘Plut’ symbolising the rudimentary forms left after the 
creation come to the end, or the conclusion of the creation itself. If these are applied to 
the divine word OM standing for Brahm, then the letter ‘A’ stands for Hrasva, the letter 
‘U’ for Dirgha, and the letter ‘M?’ for Plut. 

(u) The triad of seer (the one who sees), the seen (the object) and the process of 
seeing—This concept has been explained in Varaaha Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, 
Canto 4, verse no. 20. 

(v) The triad of doer of deeds, the object of deeds done, and the cause of deeds 
done—this concept has been explained in the Varaaha Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur 
Veda tradition, in its Canto 2, verse no. 48, and Canto 4, verse no. 35 describe the 
relationship between the deed, the doer and the cause. 

"Maya and Yog Maya—The word ‘Maya’ has two parts, Ma + Ya. The first half 
means a *mother; a progenitor; something that creates', while the other half refers to the 
‘notion of doubt, of either this or that; the notion marked by uncertainty’. The word ‘Ma’ 
also means 'to measure, mark off, by any standard; to show, to exhibit, to display; to 
infer, to conclude; to be formed, built, made of'. Therefore, the composite word Maya 
refers to a situation which harbours or creates uncertainties, where it is uncertain whether 
what is said or understood or seen or witnessed or experienced is actually the truth or not. 
It is virtually the ‘mother of all confusions, doubts and perplexities’. It therefore refers to 
something or some situation which creates or produces perplexities, doubts and 
confusions, something that is not real; that which is deluding, illusionary, deceptive, 
mirage-like and deceitful, and is caused by the ignorance about its truth and reality; 
something that has no substance or pith; displays no certainty and leads to wrong 
inference. The term Maya is used to define this entire complex phenomenon at once. 
Hence, Maya is a synonym used for all that is deceptive, faulty, false, deluding, 
ignorance-based, illusionary, imposturing, deceitful, invisible and super-natural in the 
sense that it defies all logic and understanding; all that which has no reality or substance 
inspite of appearing to be for real; all that is hollow and lacks gravity though appearing to 
be solid and dense. It creates hallucinations in a creature’s mind leading him to believe 
that what he sees is the truth. It is the deluding and magical powers of the supreme 
transcendental Lord that hides the reality and creates an imaginary world of deceptions 
and misconceptions. 

Maya is the deluding power of the supreme Authority in creation known as Brahm 
that has been used by him to create the sense of duality. The factual position is that 
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everything is one and the same, and the different views of them is simply an illusion just 
like one sees a mirage in a desert and thinks it to be real whereas everyone knows that it 
is a physical phenomenon created due to the effect of excessive heat on desert sand, and 
it is the deluded mind that thinks it to be real though it is well aware that such things do 
happen in a desert and it is wise advice not to follow this illusion. Likewise, when Brahm 
decided to initiate the process of creation, he had to create a smokescreen of delusions to 
enable him to hide the truth, because otherwise everyone would renounce this world of 
artificiality and become recluses, and the result would be everyone becoming a monk, 
renouncing the world and the resultant termination of the cycle or birth and death! So 
under the influence of Maya or delusions, the living creature thinks that it, the Jiva, and 
Ishwar, the Lord, are two separate entities. The Jiva offers prayers to the Ishwar and 
looks upon him for his benevolent mercy and intercession in order to survive and prosper 
in this competitive world; the Ishwar looks upon the Jiva to offer him oblations and 
worship that would sustain and nourish the former as well as keep him in an exalted and 
honourable position. There exists a mutual symbiotic relationship between the two. The 
Jiva lives on the earth, while the Ishwar lives in the heaven. The Jiva watches the exalted 
stature, glory, fame and powers that the Ishwar possesses, and so the Jiva tries to acquire 
that stature for himself. Therefore the Jiva does good and auspicious deeds to go up to 
heaven, but the deeds themselves pull the Jiva down because of their inherent and inbuilt 
nature to tie down anyone who gets involved in them. So the creature continues to 
oscillate like a pendulum between being a mortal being living on earth and the immortal 
being living in the heaven. 

This is the theory of ‘duality’. Both are covered in an invisible veil of ignorance- 
based delusion. From the metaphysical point of view, Ishwar is the sum total of all the 
causal bodies that exist in creation, while the Jiva is represented by the individual causal 
body which harbours the pure conscious Atma or soul. This factor of the *pure conscious 
Atma or soul” is common to both the Ishwar and Jiva, and hence to treat them differently 
is a stupid proposition caused by deluding effects of the mind. This is called being 
sheathed by a veil of Maya, or being under the influence of ignorance that prevents one 
form realising the truth and reality. 

Therefore, Maya is the indescribable and inconceivable cosmic dynamic power that 
Brahm employs to create delusions. 

Mantriko-panishad of the Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, verse no. 3-8, describes Maya 
in substantial detail. In its verse no. 5 it says that Maya has three basic colours—viz. 
‘white’, ‘red’ or ‘dark’, and the various shades in between. These three colours represent 
the three basic qualities, called Gunas, present in all the creatures and are only symbolic 
of the innumerable variations in which the basic qualities can combine to produce 
countless number of characteristics and virtues and behaviours that give individuality and 
specific characteristics to millions and millions of creatures. These are simply metaphors 
only meant to explain and help visualise certain things, and therefore should not be taken 
too literally as meaning that dark skinned people are sinful and pervert and worthy of 
condemnation, or that fair skinned ones are all righteous and noble, for just the opposite 
is witnessed daily in our lives. 

Even as an offspring gets the colour of the skin of the race to which it belongs, the 
inherent characters of all creatures are inherited from their mother, and this mother is 
Maya. The white colour stands for the best category of qualities called Sata Guna, the red 
colour stands for the second and medium quality called Raja, and the dark colour stands 
for the meanest quality called Tama. The word Tam itself means ‘dark’ and it stands for 
the worst type of qualities leading to sinful and pervert nature in a man which makes his 
life hellish; the word ‘red’ is a metaphor for anger, vehemence, vengeance, agitations, 
restlessness, short temper, strife, hatred, envy, jealousy and the other such negative 
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worldly characteristics in a person; the colour ‘white’ stands for peace, tranquillity, 
prosperity, happiness and wisdom, all of which are the characters of noble and 
gentlemanly persons. 

Here it should be noted that the three inherent qualities or Gunas of Sata, Raja and 
Tama that characterize all the creatures of this creation are like the genes that the 
offspring carries of its parent. Through these Gunas, the Maya resides in the bosom of all 
the creatures as their defining ‘nature’ and basic ‘temperament’—called the Prakriti of 
the creature. Even as the supreme Brahm as the Great Lord called Maheshwar used his 
mystical deluding maverick powers to create this illusion of the world at the cosmic level 
and made it so perfect that it appears to be perfectly true, the same Brahm while residing 
in the bosom of the individual creature as its Atma also creates this world by using its 
delusion creating powers, and uses its man-Friday, the mind, to ensure that it is 
implemented to perfection. 

Since Maya has three basic constituent qualities, the Sata Guna, the Raja Guna and 
the Tama Guna, it is called Trigunmayi (mð), i.e. one which has the three Gunas or 
qualities. ‘Sata’ is the most auspicious, virtuous and noblest quality in a man and raises 
him to a high moral and spiritual pedestal. It marks predominance of righteousness and 
the highest standards of spirituals and mental evolvement leading to high thoughts, noble 
actions and righteous behaviour. ‘Raja’ is the medium quality in a person, and it is 
marked by worldly passions, desires, yearnings and greed. It makes a man more worldly 
than spiritual. ‘Tama’ is the third and most lowly of the three qualities and is used has a 
synonym for darkness and evil. Obviously, ‘Tama’ means ignorance, delusions and all 
the forces or qualities that are evil, mean, lowly, miserly, wicked and base. They pull 
down a man from high pedestal and virtually dump him in the dust yard of creation to 
rust and decay. 

These three qualities together, in various permutations and combinations, decide the 
innate nature of a man. The greater presence of ‘Sata’ makes a man nobler as compared 
to a high ratio of ‘Tama’ which makes him wicked, pervert and evil. Various proportions 
of these qualities will therefore produce innumerable varieties of creatures having 
different temperaments, thought processes, behaviours, demeanours and mental setup in 
this world. The Pashupata Brahm Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 1, 
verse no. 10, describes these three types of Maya 

When a man understands any ‘Truth’ after rigorously examining the ‘truthfulness’ of 
that truth, when he has established the veracity of facts, he believes in it more firmly and 
more convincingly. No matter what other people tell him about the truth being not the 
correct or the whole truth, he would not listen to them, simply because he has verified the 
facts for himself, he has witnessed the truth himself, he has logically eliminated all 
falsehoods to deduce that what he knows is the ‘truthful Truth’. His Truth is based on 
rigid and solid foundation; he is unwavering and steady in it. If he is steadfast and 
convinced in his knowledge, no matter how much ignorance and delusions (Maya) try to 
push him away from the absolute ‘Truth’, he will remain steadfast and unwavering in it. 
There will be no doubts and confusions in his mind. 

The basic idea here is that Maya is like a transparent coloured sheet which covers the 
supreme ‘truth’ in the creation. Since it is transparent, it assumes the attributes of the 
‘truth’ that it covers, because for all practical purposes an ordinary man in unable to see 
that veil because of its transparency. But at the same time, being tinged by different 
Gunas, the view of the ‘truth’ as seen through the veil of Maya gets tainted or distorted 
consonantly. This is a simple way of understanding what is called ‘illusion and Maya vis- 
a-vis the Truth and Reality’. Maya nevertheless hides the truthfulness of the Truth, and 
instead lends its own attributes and characteristics to that Truth known as the ‘Nirgun 
Brahm’ by the Upanishads when the latter is observed through this veil, while at the 
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same time assuming the glorious attributes of Brahm itself. So ignorant fools think that 
the Maya is the real thing, whereas they are actually seeing the ‘veiled truth’ as observed 
through this covering of Maya, because the actual ‘truth’ is hidden from view by this 
transparent sheet which has lend it its own colour and hue to it . As a result, that Nirgun 
appears to have some attributes, and it thereby becomes 'Sagun', or the one with 
attributes and characteristics, by the interference of Maya. 

The Pashupata Brahm Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 2, verse nos. 
33, 44-45 describe how Maya creates this world. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Canto 3, 
verse no. 2-3 describes Maya and says that it is the creator, the sustainer and the 
concluder of creation. 

The Kathrudra Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, verse no. 43 describes 
how Maya was created by the Supreme Being and how it is kept under tight leash by him. 

The Rudra Hridaya Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 49 describes why it 
is important to overcome Maya. 

The Shwetashwatar Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its Canto 4, verse no. 10 
describes the relationship between Prakriti, Maya and Gunas in a very succinct manner. 

The Saraswati Rahasya Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse nos. 47- 
49, 52-54, 56-57 describe what Maya actually is, how it creates this world and hides the 
‘truth’ known as consciousness, and goes on to describe the two important types of 
Shaktis or dynamic powers of Maya—one called the *Vikshep Shakti” and the other 
called the ‘Aavaran Shakti’. 

Why Maya created this world and its effect on it has been beautifully described in 
Paingalo-panishad of Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, in its Canto 1, verse no. 12. 

Maya has also been described in the Sarwasaaro-panishad, verse no. 15 of Krishna 
Yajur Veda; Adhyatma Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, in verse no. 30. 

‘Maya’ has three names—viz. (a) Maha Maya—or the great powers exhibited by 
Brahm at the cosmic level. This Maya is the progenitor of all other types of Mayas which 
keep the individual creature trapped in their net. The Maha Maya is the virtual mistress of 
all the delusions and misconceptions and their attendant ignorance that keep all the 
creatures of this creation enthralled by their deceptive charm. (b) Yog Maya—this is the 
stupendous magical powers created by the union of the supreme authority of creation 
known as Brahm, and the mystical and esoteric powers that delusions and hallucinations 
can create for the creature. (c) Maya Shakti—this is the *shakti” or power and authority 
displayed by Maya in association with Brahm from whom it acquires its stupendous 
energy and powers. 

The term Yog Maya can now be understood as follows:—It consists of two words, 
viz. ‘Maya’ and ‘Yoga’. ‘Maya’ means delusions; it refers to the delusion created by the 
dynamic powers of Brahm at the time of creation. ‘Yoga’ means to bring about a union 
between any two entities; it means a conjunction or fusion of two entities. Hence, the 
great delusion which is so powerful that it brings together two impossibilities together 
and makes them appear to be real is called ‘Maha (great) Yog Maya’. 

Yog Maya refers to the fusion of the cosmic energy with the delusion-creating 
powers of the supreme Brahm when the latter decided to start the process of creation. The 
illusion created by Brahm removed the distinction between the truth and falsehood so 
much so that both appeared the same and became interchangeable. That is why, what 
appears true on the surface is actually false, and vice versa. But to enable this to happen, 
Brahm had to meditate and focus his attention to ignite that inherent but latent energy that 
is an integral part of creation. In other words, he had to do Tapa, which is another form of 
Yoga. The resultant stupendous forces of Nature that were unleashed by Brahm’s 
meditation led to the chain of events that culminated in the revelation of the cosmos as it 
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is known today. This magnificent event or the primary force that set this chain in motion 
has been conceptualized by the Purans as a deity known as ‘Yogmaya’; she has been 
depicted by them as the female counterpart of the maverick Lord of creation, who has 
been personified as the Viraat Purush. In the case of Lord Ram, who is that Viraat Purush 
also known as Vishnu, that Yogmaya is represented by Sita. The other connotation of 
‘union’ implies that this Yogmaya establishes a link between the ignorant and deluded 
creature, and the unadulterated, supreme and ultimate Truth represented by the Lord. The 
word also refers to the magical and mystical powers displayed by mystics and ascetics, 
which they have acquired by the virtue of their meditation and contemplation. 

This world is not the ‘absolute truth’ because anything that is ‘true’ would remain 
constant and unchanging. Since the world is changing every moment, it cannot be the 
absolute truth. Therefore it is false. Truth and False are opposite things just like fire and 
water; they cannot co-exist. If one thing is true, it cannot be false, and vice versa. But 
Maha Maya is so powerful that the creature is certain that this world with all its sense 
objects and charms is true and real. He sees others dying but thinks that he would live 
forever. Since bringing together of two things is called *Yoga', this bringing together of 
two impossible things together to make them appear to be true and possible, or making 
the truth appear as false on the one hand while making false appear to be true on the other 
hand, is called *Maha Yog Maya”. 

The concept of the Maha-Maya or the great delusion can be understood with a simple 
illustration. The air element is the same within the earth's atmosphere, but the density of 
air near the earth's surface 1s obviously more than the highest point of the atmosphere. 
Even the level of the various gases and other ingredients of air vary at different levels. 
Hence, as we move up from the surface, the ingredients of the air and the space in which 
it lives change, their density and properties change, but primarily they will always remain 
the air and the sky elements, retaining their intrinsic virtues. Likewise, the same Supreme 
Being known as Brahm exists throughout this creation in all its different levels, and this 
Brahm exhibits different sets of characteristics at each level. It is only the degree of 
grossness and subtlety that changes, and not the primary nature of Brahm. The fact that 
Brahm appears to change and exhibit different characteristics other than its original 
attributes at different planes of creation or existence is called *Maha Maya'—or, the great 
delusion. 

This Maha Yog Maya is so powerful that it creates an illusion of dichotomy and 
opposition in the various forms of the eternal supreme Brahm who is an embodiment of 
infinite bliss. 

This Maha Yog Maya is like a veil surrounding the truth of Brahm. The magical 
world created by it is most fascinating and astonishing; it is full of maverick tricks, and is 
like an ocean of surprises and unexpected events and sights. It is so mysterious that 
inspite of being illusionary and created out of delusions it still appears to be real, 
everlasting and an image of happiness. 

The Tripadvibhut Maha-Naryan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 6, paragraph 
no. 13 describes how a spiritual aspirant sees the Maha Yog Maya in a personified form 
as he proceeds on his journey towards his final Mukti or Moksha. 

We can understand this phenomenon of how the Maya of the Lord has created this 
vast canvas of creation with a simple example. A painter wishes to paint a landscape. He 
starts with a pure white canvas, and using his imagination and powers to visualise a 
magnificently beautiful scene, he starts painting with numerous primary colours and then 
goes on mixing these colours to produce umpteen numbers of colours of varying hues and 
shades. Besides the colour, he continuously adds a stroke here and a brush there as he 
tries to reveal on the lifeless canvas the conception of life as he visualises in his mind; he 
is never satisfied with his work and goes on and on endlessly adding colours and lines to 
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the canvas. The result is most astounding and stupendous to behold. But still the painter 
is not satisfied; so the net result is that the canvas gets being redone over and over again, 
and layers after layers of lines that had been made and erased, of paints that had been 
painted over numerous times, of shapes and figures that had been visualised, rejected and 
reconceived and placed on the canvas only to make the painter uneasy about them. In 
short, the basic canvas that was pristine pure at the beginning has been reduced to scrap! 
The painter then keeps it aside or if totally disgusted with it, he may throw it in the 
garbage bin. 

This all but sums up how the supreme Lord creates, develops and concludes the 
creation. The clean white canvas represents the Satwic qualities with which the Atma 
starts out. The painter is the supreme Lord or Brahm, the landscape he imagines is 
equivalent to Maya because it has no actual existence but is imagined by him, and he is 
so skilled a painter that once the painting is ready, the scene that is depicted on the canvas 
appears to be very real and live, creating an illusion of the grandeur of the actual thing; 
this is a deception because the painter has used his imagination as the subject of the 
painting, but an ignorant man who is not aware of this fact would believe that the 
painting has been inspired by some actual landscape that the painter must have seen 
somewhere. As a matter of fact, it might also happen that the scene does actually exist, 
but the painter has added touches of his own imagination to add vibrancy and colour to 
the scene about which the observer is unaware. The scene and the 3-dimensional 
landscape is equivalent to the creation and the colourful Nature. The paint and the 
primary colours used by the Lord during the process of creation to make it vibrant and 
lively are the different Gunas (virtues, qualities and characteristics), the various Vasanas 
(desires and passions) and Vrittis (inherent tendencies and inclinations of a creature; his 
nature and temperaments) as well as the Tattwas (elements) which are fundamental to 
and inseparable from creation. The innumerable varieties of shades of characters, virtues 
and qualities that are present in the creature represent these myriad colours that the 
creator uses to paint his creation. Until at last the Lord stands back and is stumped at the 
Frankenstein Monster that he has unleashed! Then he decides to call it quits, and this is 
equivalent to annihilation of the creation. But as a painter he cannot sit quiet; and so 
starts the process once all over again! 

Supposing the painter did not add his own name to the painting, or he had added a 
pseudonym. Then in such a case, there would be conjectures about his identity, leading to 
so many theories and debates. Then some wise man would look up the archives and dig 
up some evidence about who he was. This is exactly what happens here in the case of 
creation—no one knows for sure who that creator is, what is his name, etc. Some wise 
and enlightened man came to unearth the truth about him, and he tried to tell others in the 
words he could muster. This is how the great maverick Lord has been known and 
recognised by us. When his glories are sung, it is actually praising the great painter for 
his skills and the matchless heritage that he has created for us to cherish and behold. 

Maya Shakti—The stupendous powers of Maya have been called its ‘Shakti’. This 
concept has been described in Yogshikha Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, Canto 6, 
verse no. 48. This Maya is so powerful that it misleads even the Gods and stuns them as 
stated in Panch Brahm Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, in its verse no. 24. 

Sage Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan, in its Lanka Kanda, canto 14, verse no.28-29 
describes the relationship between Maya and Brahm, albeit in the context of Lord Ram. 

The concept of Maya affecting the Atma has been elaborately dealt with in various 
Upanishads, especially Maitrayanyu Upanishad, Cantos 2-4 of the Sam Veda tradition. 

Brahm, which is one whole, indivisible and immutable entity, assumes or appears to 
exist in myriad forms, having mind-boggling permutations and combinations of shapes, 
sizes, colours and contours, depending upon the prevailing circumstances and 
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requirements of existence. The same entity when viewed with different glasses appears to 
have different colours—as is evident when we observe anything with sunglasses of 
different colours. It acquires different meanings when viewed from different 
perspective—as is evident when the same event is interpreted differently by people 
having different views, different intelligence, different cultures, and different mental 
bearings. The same things changes in size and colour when observed from different 
distances—as is very clear when we observe a thing from very close quarters and then 
view it from a great distance; even the same mountain appears to be blue, green, dark and 
of other colours when seen at different times of the day and varying distances and 
through changing atmospheric conditions. 

So it would be erroneous to say with certainty that what one has observed is the 
actual truth, for it might be very misleading and at odds to what others have observed. 
When, say, five people describe a mountain or scenery, each would narrate what he has 
observed. All of them are correct, but there is much more to that mountain or scenery 
than what one gathers from these narrations. Herein lye the importance of 'self- 
realisation’, because we may doubt what others say, but we cannot be more convinced 
when we observe anything first hand for ourselves. 

Brahm is like this water molecule; it has revealed itself in the form of this 
multifarious creation, each unit of the latter is Brahm manifested, but Brahm is not 
limited to that specific definition. All forms that the molecules of water take are nothing 
else but *water', undiluted and uncorrupted. Whether we call it moisture, cloud, rain, 
steam, ice, river or ocean, none of these should deter a wise man from observing ‘water’, 
or better still ‘two atoms of hydrogen and one atom of oxygen’ in all these forms. A 
learned man would be amused when people fight over these definitions, and he would 
call them ignorant ones. 

So when we observe Brahm with a holistic and all-inclusive view, we find that the 
entire creation is ‘Brahm manifested’; all the different nomenclatures and definitions 
pertain to the same entity and therefore all of them are correct. But none of these 
individual manifestations define Brahm in its entirety, and nor do they become Brahm. 

This is Maya, which literally means something which does exist but it is an illusion, a 
deception and misleading. Water appears in so many forms because of this Maya, and so 
does Brahm vis-à-vis the world. 

Now, there must be something that not only binds two atoms of hydrogen and one 
atom of oxygen together but also injects it with certain qualities that give the resultant 
product its uniqueness known as water. And this *uniqueness of water' is not a small 
matter to be overlooked, because water is the harbinger of life, it is the sustainer of life, 
and it is the concluder of life. How? Well, it is the first ingredient necessary for initiation 
of the process of creation; once life starts it sustains it and nourishes it; and the havoc it 
causes during severe floods, typhoons, tsunamis, cyclonic deluges and oceanic storms 
when it completely obliterates all traces of life are examples of destruction water can 
cause. Quite similarly, in different perspectives, Brahm creates, sustains and concludes 
this creation. 

Taken independently, hydrogen and oxygen would not produce water, and neither 
does their simultaneous existence in a single place automatically means that water would 
be there, for had it been so then there would be no question of droughts anywhere 
because both these gases are present everywhere on earth. Therefore, there must be some 
supernatural force that helps these apparently innocuous looking atoms of these two gases 
to acquire a special quality known as water. This is called ‘Shakti’. What does this Shakti 
do? It transforms the latent powers and potentials of hydrogen and oxygen into an entity 
called water that harbours life, sustains and nourishes it, and that even concludes its own 
creation, none of which functions would these two gases have done left to themselves. 
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But does this Shakti come from outside? No, it is hidden in the atoms of hydrogen and 
oxygen, and it simply comes to the fore, does its job and collapses in to oblivion, leaving 
the rest of the process to take care of its self by being controlled or influenced by other 
forces of Nature. 

This allegory or analogy helps to explain how Brahm uses Shakti to create this world, 
and how the resultant product creates an illusion called Maya about the essential truth. 
Brahm uses its creative energy, called its Shakti, to create this world, both the visible as 
well as the invisible. Brahm then resides in this creation as its integral and inseparable 
part even as hydrogen and oxygen are integral to and inseparable from all forms in which 
water exists. The ignorance about *who or what” is the basic truth of this existence, or is 
the essence in this existence, or is the fundamental principle behind what is seen, 
witnessed or experienced, is called Maya. 

Maya also has its importance in this context of existence, because 1f Maya or illusion 
does not exist then this world would also cease to exist as we know it. If the world ceases 
to exist as we know it, then there would be no question of any interaction or any kind of 
interdependence and relationship between any given two entities because there would be 
no distinction between them, and they would be all alike. Taking the example of water, if 
we do not distinguish between an ocean or river, or say between the water of a gutter and 
a well, telling ourselves that the essence of all these fluids is two atoms of hydrogen and 
one atom of oxygen, then it would be the height of stupidity for us and create a hilarious 
situation. So for the purpose of existence these differences have their own importance, 
but when we wish to learn and get educated about them and not remain ignorant fools 
then we come face to face with the facts. Even then, as long as we live, we cannot treat 
the water of the gutter and the water of the well alike for drinking purposes. This is 
Maya—it creates a piquant situation wherein we know that what we see is not the actual 
truth but we still cannot do anything about it and continue to treat the falsehood as the 
real thing. 

The Tejobindu Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 33 of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition 
says that the Atma, the pure conscious self of the creature, remains untainted by the 
effects of Maya. 

The effect of Maya on the creature has been elaborately dealt with in Mantriko- 
panishad, verse nos. 3-8 of the Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, and in Varaaha Upanishad, 
Canto 2, verse nos. 52-53, 69, 71, 74. 

The Maya Jaal—The mysterious net of delusions that keeps the creature trapped in 
its snare is called Maya Jaal. The word ‘Maya’ briefly means delusions and ignorance, 
and ‘Jaal’ means a net, a web, a snare, a trap, a magical spell’. 

The concept of Maya briefly refers to something that is based on delusions and 
deceit. The magical world created by a magician is a world of Maya. The trap that this 
charming deception creates for the creature making it believe that what it sees 1s for real 
is called the "Maya Jaal” or the net of delusions which entangle the creature like a bird 
getting caught in a bird catcher's snare. When one sees a magic show he gets so 
engrossed in its illusions that for the time being the person forgets that what he thinks is 
so life-like and real has no substance and pith. He thinks that what he sees is real and 
true. The same basic concept is applied in metaphysics to explain the concept of 
delusions vis-à-vis this world. The deluded creature begins to get involved in this magical 
world, and does so many things as 1f walking in a dream. But a wise man realises that the 
truth is above this illusive world and does not allow himself to be misled by any cajoling 
by the magician; he simply laughs at it and waves away all attempts by the latter to entice 
him to participate in the show. He just watches the magic show dispassionately and does 
not get emotionally involved in it. Similarly, a wise man does not allow himself to be 
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involved in this deluding world, and remains a dispassionate observer, not a participant in 
the activity of the world. 

The Tejobindu Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its Canto 5, verse no. 33 
describes this Maya Jaal. 

The eight forms that Maya takes—The eight forms of Maya are the delusion and 
ignorance creating powers of Brahm without which the creation would neither be 
conceived nor expanded, because if everyone becomes aware of the reality, if everyone 
realises that everything is perishable and immaterial, that whatever is seen and enjoyed 
are like a mirage seen in a desert, then all would renounce the world, there would be no 
marriages and procreation, there would be no creation of wealth and strife and tension to 
protect this wealth, there would be no desire to have dominance over others, for all are 
equal and one in the eyes of Brahm and they have the same Atma which prevails 
uniformly in the breadth and length of the creation. So Brahm uses Maya as a tool to 
maintain a veil of ignorance and delusions to carry forward his game plan, until the time 
he decides that he had had enough of it and then initiates the folding-up process of 
concluding this creation for good, or for at least that time when he decides to roll the 
carpet once again. 

Now, these eight forms that Maya takes are the following—the five elements forming 
the basic building blocks of the gross creation (1.e. the elements of earth, water, fire, air 
and space which form the gross body of all the living creatures) + mind + intellect 
(together called the subtle body of the creature)  Ahankar (the ego, pride and arrogance 
that the creature possesses, leading to the notion of ‘I’, ‘me’, or ‘mine’) = eight entities. 

Actually, a wise man understands that whatever exists in whatever form is nothing 
but one or the other form of the same universal entity known as Brahm. To take an 
example, a scientist knows that water in whatever form and colour and shape consists of 
the same two atoms of Hydrogen and one atom of Oxygen. Further, he also realises that 
everything is made of atoms and their basic structure consists of sub-atomic particles 
such as electron, proton, neutron etc. With this erudition and view point, a wise man sees 
these basic ingredients in all things that he observes around him, because everything is 
made up of atoms and molecules. But an ordinary man talks of the water of the ocean, of 
the well, of the drain and of the river etc. He talks of gold, of silver, of wood or of iron, 
not realising that all consist of the same building block called the ‘Atom’. Similarly, due 
to ignorance a man is deluded into thinking that the gross world that he sees is has an 
independent existence and it is real. He forgets to analyse its fundamental ingredient 
which is the pure consciousness that is making it alive. The five elements that are used to 
make up this world are all perishable and gross, and they are the creation of the mind. 
The mind itself is perishable because it dies with the body. Then, what is the reason why 
a man has so much ego and pride in himself and his abilities? It is Maya. It is his 
ignorance that has held him by his collars, as it were. He forgets that if his true self is 
imperishable, then how come he dies; if his true self is enlightened and wise, then why he 
suffers from so much misery and disillusionment; if his true self is eternal, then why does 
he have to take a birth and then die? A wise man then begins to ponder why does he treat 
those entities which are transient, mortal and the cause of so much misery and 
consternations and confusions as true; why does he not realise that the truth is 
imperishable and eternal and universal? This is due to the influence of delusions and 
ignorance created by Maya. This is how Maya keeps everyone trapped under its net. 

Maya is under the overall control of Ishwar, the Lord of creation— This fact has been 
emphasized in the Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, 
Canto 4, paragraph no. 10. 
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How the Maya creates a separation between Brahm (the Supreme Being) and Jiva 
(creature; living being) has been outlined in the Annapurna Upanishad of the Atharva 
Veda, Canto 4, verse no. 33. 

The 4 forms of Maya—Maya is said to be of three kinds, viz. the one where Sata 
Guna dominates, called the Satvic Maya, the one where Raja Guna dominates, called the 
Rajsic Maya, and the one where Tama Guna dominates, called the Tamsic Maya. Beyond 
these three is the primary form of Maya, known as the Adi Maya. This primary Maya is 
directly related to Lord Vishnu, hence called the ‘Vaishnavi Maya’. It is sort of the parent 
of all the other forms of Maya. It is so powerful and strong that no one can ever defeat it; 
not even Brahma the creator could overcome it. 

The Krishna Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, verse nos. 4-5 describes them in detail. | 
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4. The Sanskrit alphabet (the consonant) ‘Sa’ (=) [as in the word sun; son] is a symbol of 
such virtues as Satya (truth), Amrit (the nectar-like elixir of eternity and bliss), Praapti 
(successful accomplishment of desired objectives) and Chandra (the Moon symbolising 
peace, tranquillity and contentedness; it is also a treasure of Amrit). [Hence, the first 
letter ‘Si’ of the word Sita stands for the combined virtues represented by consonant letter 
‘Sa’ and the long vowel sound *Ee'.] 

The Sanskrit alphabet (the consonant) ‘Ta’ [pronounced as ‘t’ in French] in the 
letter ‘Taa/ta’ [i.e. Ta + Aa/ a = Taa/ ta,] stands for Goddess Laxmi who symbolises the 
expression of light, dazzle, glory and splendour in the vast realm of creation in order to 
remove its darkness’. 

The long vowel sound ‘Aa/ a’ [pronounced as in after] symbolises expansion and 
development. Hence, the second letter ‘Taa/ ta’ of the word ‘Sita/Sita’ stands for the 
combined virtues represented by consonant letter ‘Ta’ and the long vowel sound ‘Aa’. 
(4). 

[Note—'Goddess Laxmi is the divine consort of Lord Vishnu and the patron goddess of 
material wealth and prosperity. She stands for precious metals as well, such as gold and 
silver, and precious stones, such as gems and jewels. These things have an inherent shine, 
glitter and dazzle in them, symbolising an entity that has the in-built quality to shine and 
emanate light. 

In other words, Laxmi symbolises those things in creation which have great in-built 
value and importance for the creature as far as his survival in this world is concerned. 
This is because the basic needs of the body such as food and comfort are available with 
the possession of Laxmi. Laxmi is needed for the sustenance and well-being of the world. 
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Besides this, Laxmi is Vishnu's Shakti—or the dynamic power of the former with 
which he carries out his functions of sustaining, nourishing and taking care of the needs 
of this creation.] 
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5. Sita, whose esoteric and enigmatic but sublime cosmic form is symbolised by the long 
vowel sound 'Ee/ 1 I’ ($), and who is the great dynamic Shakti called ‘Maha Maya" that 


has no specific form, shape and attribute at the cosmic level of creation, reveals her 
primarily invisible divine form as the one having a visible shape and form that possesses 
specific attributes, glorious virtues and magnificent qualities which are equivalent to 
Amrit (i.e. are as refined and of high quality as nectar). In this revealed form (as the 
divine consort of Lord Ram), she is adorned by so many splendid ornaments and other 
decorative paraphernalia that gives a magnificent, charming and a radiant dimension to 
her divine form (5). 
[Note—'The concept of Maha Maya has been explained in a note of verse no. 3.] 
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6. Sita has three esoteric, enigmatic and sublime forms—(i) in her primary cosmic form 
as ‘Shabda Brahm’ (the eternal ‘word’ representing the Supreme Being, the cosmic 
Consciousness and the Truth known as ‘Brahm’), she is honoured and remembered when 
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one studies the scriptures and reads or recites them aloud, because the scriptures that 
attempt to describe Brahm for the benefit of the living being are made up of ‘words’, the 
*Shabda'; (i1) in her incarnation in this mortal world as Sita where she manifested herself 
when the point of the plough used by king Janak dug up the earth to reveal her as a girl 


child; and (iii) in the form of the Beej Mantra or the seed or the root word **Ee/ TT’ ($) 


which is used as a Mantra (secret formula) during mystical forms of worship of the 
Shakti of Brahm, and which also stands for the ‘Absolute Truth’ (because the Sanskrit 
vowel **Ee/ ī I’ symbolically stresses the unequivocal nature of the ‘Absolute Truth’ of 
anything as when one says ‘yes, it is this; there is indeed no doubt about it!’). 

These three forms of Sita have been revealed by sage Shaunak’ in his composition 
called ‘Shaunak Tantra’. [This is a text used to worship Sita as a Shakti or divine 
Goddess using her Beej Mantra in mystical forms of worship.] (6). 

[Note—' Sage Shaunak—He was a wise and learned sage and derived his name after his 
father sage Shunak. He is regarded as an incarnation of Indra, the king of Gods. He was 
an expert on the Vedas, especially the Rik/Rig Veda and the majority of his works 
revolve around this particular Veda. They are known as ‘Anukramanika’ (indices). His 
magnum opus is the ‘Brihad-devta’ which deals with the deities of the Vedas. He had a 
large following of disciples, the chief being Ashwalyaana. He appears in many ancient 
scriptures such as Shatpath Brahmin, 13/5/3/5; Brihad Aranyak Upanishad, 2/5/20; 
Chandogya Upanishad, 1/9/3; Mundak Upanishad, 1/1/3; Kaushitaki Brahmin Upanishad, 
4/7. 

The Par Brahm Upanishad, which is the twentieth Upanishad of the Atharva Veda 

tradition, was revealed to sage Shaunak by sage Pippalaad.] 
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7. Sita always stays close to Lord Ram, the supreme Brahm manifested in a human form. 
That is why she is the benevolent and gracious benefactor for the whole world; she 
provides auspiciousness and well being to it. 

She is the one who is responsible for the birth, sustenance and the end of all the 
living beings. [This is because she is the dynamic power or Shakti of Brahm, the 
Supreme Being, which is responsible for these functions on the behalf of Brahm.] (7). 
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sita bhagavati jfieya mūlaprakrtisamjhitā / 
pranavatvatprakrriti vadanti brahmavadina iti // 8 // 
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8-9. She is a personification of the primordial Nature called Mool Prakriti'. She is the 
cosmic Mother called Bhagwati in whose womb the creation was conceived and 
developed. She possesses the six great majestic qualities called ‘Shad-Aishwarya’’. 

Those who are well-versed in the sublime and eclectic philosophy pertaining to 
the supreme Brahm, those who are expert in metaphysics and spirituality, assert that she 
personifies Pranav which stands for the cosmic dynamic powers of Brahm revealed in the 
form of the primordial ethereal sound of OM. Since this Pranav is the fundamental cause 
of creation, since the sublime word OM representing Brahm stands for the entire gamut 
of creation, right from its conception through its development and growth till its final 
conclusion, it is asserted by them that Sita stands as a synonym of Prakriti or Mother 
Nature, because the latter is a revelation of the dynamic powers of Brahm that had 
enabled the latter to not only reveal this creation but also to later on manage it, sustain 
and nourish it, and finally at the end of its tenure conclude it. [8] 

The term ‘Athaato Brahm-Jigyasa’ literally means ‘this is what one deduces when 
enquiring about Brahm’; ‘this is the conclusion drawn by researching about Brahm’. This 
authoritative statement relates to Sita’s enigmatic, mystical, majestic, cosmic, dynamic 
and all-powerful form as narrated herein above and elsewhere in this Upanishad. [This 
phrase implies that if one were to know about Brahm, one should first know about ‘Sita’. 
Sita and Brahm are therefore the two aspects of the same Divinity.] [9] (8-9). 

[Note— Prakriti—The word basically means ‘nature’ with all its connotations. The 
Chambers dictionary defines it as the power that creates and regulates the world; the 
power of growth; the established order of things; the cosmos; the external world 
especially that untouched by man; the inherent qualities in anything that makes it what it 
is; the essence; the being; the constitution; a kind or order; naturalness; normal feeling; 
conformity to truth or reality; the inborn mind; the character, instinct or disposition; the 
vital power; the course of life; the nakedness of truth; the primitive undomesticated 
condition; the strength or substance of anything; a deity personifying some force of 
physical nature. 

Sir Monier Monier-Williams, in his encyclopedic Sanskrit-English dictionary 
describes it thus—‘making or placing before or at first’. 

The word Prakriti has many connotations, viz. the original or natural or basic form or 
condition of anything; the original or primary nature, character, condition, constitution, 
temperament, disposition; the fundamental form or shape or essence or pattern or 
standard or model, rule; Mother Nature which has the active physical natural forces that 
are responsible for unfolding the creation, its sustenance and annihilation; something that 
is inherent, innate, genuine, unaltered, unadulterated, basic, normal, bare, naked, crude, 
integral and stripped of all pretensions; 


The word Prakriti also refers to the powers of the Supreme Being personified as 
Mother Nature in whose womb the entire creation has revealed itself. It is deified forces 
of Nature and renowned as different Goddesses. As inherent nature and temperament of a 
creature, it determines the way the world behaves and thinks. The Prakriti is the primary 
female aspect of creation and is known as Shakti, while its male aspect is known as the 
Viraat Purush. The Shakti is the active ingredient or force that creates and regulates 
everything, while the primary entity or Being whose will this Shakti is implementing 1s 
called Brahm who remains passive. 

According to the Purans, this Prakriti or Nature has been personified as different 
Goddesses, while Brahm has been known as Viraat Purush in the terminology of Vedanta 
or the Upanishads, and Vishnu in the Purans. The Shakti is the female aspect of Purush, 
and is considered as inseparable from him; in fact they are two halves of the same Brahm. 
In order to create, Brahm revealed himself in these two primary forces which revealed 
themselves as the cosmos or Nature. As the different inherent tendencies of a creature, 
the forces of creation came to be known as Sata, Raja and Tama which determines and 
regulates the continuous cycle of creation, sustenance and conclusion. 

The word Prakriti refers to the following—(a) Mother Nature and (b) the natural 
habits, temperaments and inclinations of a person. The Purush is the male aspect while 
his female counterpart is the Prakriti. Since a man resides in this world, he is surrounded 
by Nature which casts its shadow upon him. All the maverick tricks that Mother Nature 
knows create an impression upon a man. He is enthralled and so overwhelmed by the 
deception created by Nature that he forgets about the falsehoods of what he sees, as well 
as about the truthful nature of his own pure self. He is deluded by false impressions so 
much so that they appear to be true to him. Consequentially, he drifts along in the swift 
currents created by those delusions. He acquires the colours of Prakriti without realising 
the truth about its falsehood. 

^Aishwarya means certain mystical, esoteric, sublime and divine powers and 
potential that one possesses which bestow him with immense supernatural powers and 
authority; that which bestows him with great fame, opulence, majesty, supremacy, sway 
and authority that comes with possession of great and divine abilities and potentials; the 
divine faculties and powers associated with mysticism. Among these powers are the eight 
Siddhis or divine accomplishments that empower the person who possesses them to 
achieve certain things that are not ordinarily possible. 

The eight Siddhis are divine mystical powers which enables the person to 
accomplishment astounding feats. They are the following—(1) ‘Anima’—means the 
power to become microscopic or so minute that one becomes invisible to the naked eye; 
to become small like an atom; (ii) "Mahima'—is to have majesty, glory and fame; to be 
honoured and acknowledged for one's achievements, wisdom, erudition, knowledge and 
skills; to become huge like a mountain, thereby standing out and being unique or special 
in a crowd; (iii) ‘Garima’—is to be heavy-weight in any field, to have special qualities 
that give one's ideas and words a great amount of importance and weight; to have stature, 
dignity, decorum, gravity and significance; (iv) ‘Laghima’—is the grand virtue of being 
simple and humble inspite of being great, powerful and authoritative; it is to have 
simplicity and humility despite possessing grandeur, majesty, power, authority and 
magnificence; (v) ‘Praapti’—is to be able to attain, gain or obtain anything wished or 
desired for; (vi) ‘Praakramya’—is to have valour, ardour, strength, powers, prowess, 
potential and punch leading to triumph, glory and majesty; (vii) ‘Ishwatwa’—is to be able 
to have lordship or sway over everything else; to be able to rule over othes; (viii) 
*Vashitwa'—is to be able to control and subdue others, and exert influence on them so 
much so that they become obedient and subservient. 
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References—(a) Krishna Yajur Veda—Yogshikha Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 
151-155, Canto 5, verse nos. 46-55; Yogtattva Upanishad, verse nos. 56-102; Brahm 
Vidya Upanishad, verse nos. 23-24. (b) Atharva Veda—Annupurna Upanishad, Canto 4, 
verse nos. 5-8 (which says that a wise aspirant should not be deluded by Siddhis); Tripura 
Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2, paragraph no. 12 (which says that the eight Siddhis are 
enshrined in the first outer ring of the Sri Chakra used to worship Goddess Tripura); Ram 
Purva Tapini Upanishad, verse no. 4; and Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 4, verse no. 
10-11. 

"The concept of OM has been elaborately explained in umpteen numbers of 
Upanishads that expound upon this eclectic concept. A brief reference is as follows—(a) 
Rig Veda—Naad Bindu Upanishad. 

(b) Krishna Yajur Veda— Taittiriya Upanishad, Valli (Canto) 1, Anuvak (sub-canto) 
8; Amrit Naad Upanishad, verse no. 2, 4, 24-25, 31-32; Dhyan Bindu Upanishad, verse 
no. 2, 9-18 (which narrates how each letter of OM stands for different aspects of 
creation), 37, 102; Tejobindu Upanishad, Canto 1, verse nos. 1, 6; Yogtattva Upanishad, 
verse nos. 136-139; Brahm Vidya Upanishad, verse nos. 2-12, 69-71 % which narrates 
how each letter of OM stands for different aspects of creation; Varaaha Upanishad, Canto 
4, verse nos. 1.11—1.34, and Canto 5, verse no. 70; Shukar Rahashya Upanishad, verse 
no. 20 describes how OM is used for the purpose of ritualistic worship according to the 
Tantra philosophy involving Anga Nyas, Shandanga Nyas etc.; Akchu Upanishad, Canto 
2, verse nos. 42-43 '^ describe how the three states of existence (waking, dreaming and 
deep sleep) and the three types of bodies (gross, subtle and causal) came into existence as 
manifestations of the three letters A, U and M of the word OM; Rudra Hridaya 
Upanishad, verse no. 38. 

(b) Shukla Yajur Veda—Taarsar Upanishad, Canto 2, and Canto 3, verse nos. 1-7; 
Hans Upanishad, verse nos. 6-17. 

(c) Sam Veda—Y ogchudamani Upanishad verse no. 74-81, 85-88; Pranavo Panishad 
which has only 13 verses dedicated to OM. 

(d) Atharva Veda— Besides the present Sita Upanishad, the other Upanishads are the 
following—Ram Tapiniopanishad, canto 3, verse no.5-9; Prashna Upanishad, full Canto 
5; Mundak Upanishad, Canto 2, section 2, verse no. 4,6; Mandukya Upanishad, verse no. 
1, 8-12; Atharvashikha Upanishad; Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 8; 
Canto 2, verse nos. 2, 5; Canto 4, verse no. 3; Naradparivrajak Upanishad, Canto 8, verse 
nos. 1-7; Shandilya Upanishad, Canto 1, section 6, verse nos. 3-4; Pashupata Brahm 
Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 4 (which equates OM with the ‘Hans’ Mantra).] 
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10. Sita is a personification of the Vedas (i.e. their knowledge, and the dynamism and 
spiritual energy this knowledge provides) as well as all the Gods and their divine 
qualities. 

She pervades uniformly in all the worlds (or aspects of creation) that exist. 

She possesses all the auspicious, righteous and noble virtues which make her 
famous and establishes her majestic glories in this world. 

She is an embodiment of ‘Dharma’, i.e. she symbolises all the grand virtues that 
are collectively called Dharma, such as the virtues of nobility, righteousness, 
auspiciousness, propriety, probity, morality, ethical conduct and thought etc. 

She is the Atma or soul of all living creatures as well as the essential quality that 
lends an integral value to all the things that exist in this world. [In other words, she 
symbolises the inherent worth of all things that exist. Just like a creature devoid of the 
soul is as good as dead, and anything without having any inherent value is of no 
importance in this world, Sita is also the only essence that gives this creation its worth, its 
dynamism, its life and its meaning.] 

She is the one who governs the world by controlling the cause of everything as 
well as the deeds done by the creatures. Since the result of the deeds are dependent upon 
the deeds themselves, she can control the full cycle consisting of the cause of deeds, the 
process of doing the deeds, and the result of these deeds. 

Depending upon the deeds done by the creature, they assume different forms, and 
all of these forms—whether they be humans, Gods, Rishis (seers and sages), Gandharvas 
(a type of junior God), Asurs and Rakshas (non-Gods and demons), Bhut, Pret and 
Pishach (ghosts, evil spirits and ogres) and all other forms in which the creatures can be 
imagined to exist in this creation—have Sita as their Atma or soul. In other words, she is 
the eternal soul or Atma of the entire animate as well as the inanimate world. 

Inspite of appearing to be different from the supreme Lord of creation known as 
Brahm, she is actually an integral and inseparable part of the former. [That is, though 
Brahm and his cosmic dynamic power or force called Shakti represented by Sita appear 
to be two distinct entities, but essentially they are the same Brahm playing two roles. One 
is the passive Brahm, and the other is the active Brahm respectively.] (10). 
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11. That Goddess (Sita) is a visible manifestation of the divine Shakti, the dynamic and 
ubiquitous cosmic forces that control Nature. [The term 'Shakti" has been elaborately 
described in a note of verse no. 2.] 

She has three mystical forms that are the dynamic forces that drive all the 
creatures and their activities in this world—Ichha Shakti! (the power of desire that impels 
and inspires a creature to do anything), Kriya Shakti’ (the powers to perform deeds) and 
Gyan Shakti” (the power of knowledge) (11). 

[Note—'The Ichaa Shakti relates to the power of the mind to have or make wishes, 
desires, aspirations and the determination to fulfill them. It is longing for anything, 
wanting to possess it any cost, and then endeavouring to acquire it. It is a precursor to 
Karma Shakti. It is only when one wishes to do anything and has the determination to do 
it that he actually goes about doing anything at all, strives hard to get success in it, and 
then would like to enjoy the fruits of his labour. It is closely related to Bhakti Yoga 
inasmuch as when the Ichaas (desires) are turned away from the world and hooked onto 
the search for the Truth and Reality with devotion and sincerity of purpose, it helps the 
man to turn away from the entrapping world of delusions and artificial comforts towards 
the world of truth and reality, i.e. towards his true ‘self’, the pure consciousness. The 
word *Bhakti” means to be sincerely committed and devoted to anything, any cause, any 
principle, any doctrine or any entity. In this case, the devotion is towards the supreme 
transcendental Truth and the absolute Reality, whether known as Brahm or as the Atma. 
Bhakti Yoga therefore means a devoted and committed approach that coordinates the 
desires and actions in such a way that they are diverted to realisation of the supreme 
Truth known as Brahm instead of the mortal and perishable world of delusions and 
entrapments. 

Refer also to verse no. 12, 35. 

^Kriya Shakti which refers to the power of the gross physical body to act as per 

wishes of the mind and intellect. It is the Kriya Shakti which enables the supreme 
Authority to carry out its wishes through the organs of the body by taking various actions 
and doing different deeds. It is the ability of the body to actually do the deeds or take the 
actions and bring them to fruition. It also represents the ability to enjoy the results of 
doing such deeds and actions taken by the creature. The word also refers to being active 
and enterprising and the opposite of being lethargic and indolent. It is the actual ability to 
carryout his plans to their successful completion, i.e. to do deeds, to take actions and 
enter into enterprise, because simply sitting and procrastinating endlessly wouldn't give 
success unless there is assiduous activity and diligent effort, no matter how wise a man is 
and how determined he might be. The body is prompted into taking action by the desires 
and aspirations originating in the mind and intellect complex. If these desires are world- 
centric, then our actions and deeds would be also world-centric and so would be the 
result. This is because every activity gathers its quality from the texture of the desire that 
has prompted a particular action or deed. So, when the desire is to enjoy the outside 
world and its sense objects, the deeds and actions become entrapping and the cause of all 
world related miseries. On the other hand, if the desires are auspicious and noble, the 
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same deed and action would become an instrument for spiritual upliftment as well as 
liberation and deliverance. In this context, the term Karma Yoga would be to coordinate 
the effort of the body and the mind not towards fulfilling worldly aspirations that would 
be ensnaring and enslaving in the long run but to divert them towards the divine goal of 
spiritual liberation and deliverance. And the tool in this endeavour would be to have 
auspicious, noble and righteous desires, aspirations and wishes, collectively called the 
different Vasanas or Ichaas inherent in a man, instead of the worldly ones. Once the 
desires are purified and chastened, the activities and deeds to fulfill or accomplish those 
Vasanas or Ichaas are purified and chastened proportionately. At its height, the total 
renunciation of desires for enjoying anything related to the external world of sense organs 
and their respective objects is called ‘Vairagya’. This Kriya Shakti is more developed in 
those people who have a predominance of the Raja Guna or the second category of three 
basic qualities that decide the habits, temperaments and nature of any man. The Raja 
Guna makes a man more inclined towards enjoying the sense objects of the world and 
remain engrossed in the activities related to the gross world. 

Refer verse nos. 19-20, 36. 

?The Gyan Shakti is related to the stupendous powers and authority possessed by 
‘knowledge, wisdom, erudition, sagacity and enlightenment’, and the instrument that 
implements this authority and power is the intellect. Gyan is empowerment, because 
without knowledge the mind and body would work like those of animals. Therefore, 
Gyan Shakti is the powers, potentials, authority, strength, respect and empowerment 
obtained as a result of acquisition of knowledge, wisdom, erudition, enlightenment, 
sagacity, scholarship and expertise in any subject. This Shakti represents the dynamic 
powers and potentials that are a natural accompaniment of these grand qualities. This is 
called Gyan Shakti simply because merely wish and determination wouldn’t suffice if a 
person does not have the required knowledge and skill, the necessary expertise and level 
of wisdom required to accomplish his objectives successfully. In this context, Gyan Yoga 
would be to divert the diligence with which a man applies this knowledge, wisdom, 
erudition and skills to acquire the objects of this material world and get acclaim and 
applause for his expertise, knowledge and wisdom to achieving success in uplifting 
himself and realising the ultimate goal and truth of this life and existence, and freeing 
himself from the clutches of delusions which have tied him down through numerous lives 
to find final liberation and deliverance for his soul. Gyan Yoga endeavours to channelise 
one’s knowledge into auspicious avenues and inspire the creature to make efforts relying 
upon the knowledge and wisdom he possesses to bring about a union between the 
individual creature’s soul and the cosmic Soul and Consciousness known as Brahm so 
that ultimate emancipation and salvation is obtained and the cycle of delusions, birth and 
death and their endless horrors are got rid of. Therefore, Gyan Yoga entails diligent study 
and pursuance of the Truth, turning inwards and upwards instead of outwards and 
downwards, to separate the non-truth from the truth like separating the grain from the 
chaff, and finally coming to grasp with the eclectic concept of ‘truth and absolute reality’ 
of the ‘self and the Atma’, of ‘Brahm and Moksha (final and ultimate liberation, 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation)’. 

Refer verse nos. 21-33. 

Refer also to the Ganapti Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, verse no. 6. ] 
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12. The Ichha Shakti reveals itself in three forms—Sri Devi! (the patron Goddess of 
‘Sri’—1.e. wealth, prosperity, opulence, majesty, fame, splendour and grandeur), Bhu 
Devi’ (representing Mother Earth as well as the patron Goddess of earth, representing the 
power of Nature to create, sustain and destroy, because it is in the earth that all seeds 
germinate, all creatures are born, it is from earth that they extract their nourishment, and 
it is in the earth that they finally die and perish), and Neela Devi? (representing the vast 
and endless sky which is regarded as being the nearest equivalent to Brahm as well as 
being the patron Goddess of the blue sky representing the entire cosmos and the heaven 
above the earth; the sky is the cosmic bowl symbolising Mother Nature's womb because 
it is in the bowl of the sky that the entire creation was conceived, it developed and grew, 
lives, is sustained, and would finally find its resting place). 

She is honoured by the epithet of ‘Bhadraa’, which literally means one who is 
gentle, genteel, civilised, cultured, soft-spoken, well-mannered, having charming 
demeanours, and all the auspicious and noble virtues and grand characteristics that are 
expected from a soul having an exalted stature. In other words, Sita possesses and 
displays all the great characteristics and refined qualities that make her entitled to be 
honoured by the title of *Bhadraa'. 

She embodies all the auspicious virtues that have a good effect or positive 
influence on a creature in this world. 

She has revealed herself as the Sun, the Moon and the Fire (12). 

[Note—'Refer verse no. 16. 
"Refer verse no. 17. 
?Refer verse no. 18.] 


arta emp wate meWgausnewdnpewemer siete STS 
CaM FESTA HOM 3pId4 qf ser CaM WT TM TAA IR 311 


somatmika osadhinam prabhavati kalpavrksapuspaphalalatagulmatmika 
ausadhabhesajatmika amrtarūpā devanam mahastomaphalaprada amrtena trptim 


janayanti devanamannena pasūnām trnena tattajjivanam // 13 // 


sera a TIM AT wm) feu d vb degsmi Zl Ge, Fo, "pO, oa tet 
ama ua fee stati 4 T d 4 di wa ec «g di tads gl sd aa m ocu d 


511 


RA D mq Uo EA xni Wet zi asd, Hs Ud qUD 4 aM a, ana Ud 
Ga wg wp a qu aed Si gai 


13. [This verse stresses that the basic dynamic force and active energy present in all 
kinds of food that nourish and sustain this creation in its entirety is known as the Sita 
principle.] 

As the Moon, she nourishes all the medicinal herbs (which are said to flourish and 
derive all their invigorating and healing properties under the rays of the moon). 

It is she who has revealed herself as the entire vegetable kingdom, including the 
Kalpa Tree!, the fruits, the flowers, the creepers and the shrubs, and other medicinal 
plants. 

She grants the Gods with the privilege of drinking ‘Soma’ (the sanctified drink used 
during religious fire sacrifices, and is regarded as the drink of eternity and blissfulness 
that is drunk by the Gods and stored by them in the heavenly pitcher called the Moon). 

In the form of basic or staple food such as water (the Amrit, literally meaning the 
‘nectar of life’), cereals and grass, she provides nourishment and contentedness to the 
Gods, the humans and the animals respectively. [The food for the Gods is Amrit; for the 
humans it is cereals and pulses etc. that are derived from the plants; and for the animals 
such as cow etc. it is the grass that 1s their staple food.] (13). 

[Note— Kalpa Tree—It is the evergreen tree of the Gods. It is said to possess mystical 

powers and can bestow all that is desired by an aspirant or seeker. The Botanical name of 

the Kalpa Tree is Adansonis Digitta; it is also called ‘Parijat? meaning ‘descended from 

the sea”, and *Harsingar' meaning *the decoration of the Gods, especially Lord Hari”. The 

English name of it is Coral Jasmine; in Latin it is called Nyctanthes Arbor Tristis 

(nyctanthes means the night flower, while arbor tristis means the sad tree). Its flower is 

said to be worn by the Gods. The orange colour of the flower is used for dying silk and 

cotton, a practice originating with Buddhist monks. According to legends, it was 
produced during the churning of the ocean for the search of Amrit, or the ambrosia of 
eternity and bliss, by the Demons and the Gods. The king of the Gods, Indra, took it away 
and planted it in his capital at Amravati. According to another legend (in Vishnu Puran), 

a princess named Parijat fell in love with the Sun God and followed him throughout the 

day. As night approached, the Sun became disenchanted with her and did not like her 

overtures any longer. Disillusioned and despaired, she died, and a tree grew up from the 
ashes at the site of her funeral pyre. The flower of this tree could not bear the sight of the 

Sun, and therefore it blooms during the night, and with the crack of dawn, it falls and 

dies.] 
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14. It is Sita principle that provides light to the Sun as well as the rest of the creation. 

All the various fractions of time—such as Nimesh (the time taken for the eyes to 
blink), Ghari (twenty four minutes), eight Prahars (1 Prahar = 3 hours; the whole day of 
eight sections), the day and the night, a month, a part or phase (such as the waxing and 
the waning phases of the moon marking the fortnight fraction of a whole month), the 
seasons, a half-year period called Ayan, and Samwatsar (one full year)—all of them are 
completely pervaded by the Sita principle. In other words, there is no time when she is 
not present in this creation, whether it is in the past, or in the present or in the future. 

It is she who enables a man to live up to a hundred years (i.e. she helps the man to 
lead a healthy and comfortable life; she provides the man with all sorts of nutrients in the 
form of food, and medicinal herbs that take care of his health problems). She ‘lights’ his 
days (i.e. she illuminates the life of a living being; she infuses life and vitality in the 
creature; she controls the living aspect of creation; she bestows knowledge and wisdom 
to the living being because the term ‘light’ is a metaphor for knowledge and 
enlightenment). 

All measurements of time—immediate till the infinite—are the various spokes in 
the wheel of time, and since she pervades in each fractional second of it, the entire gamut 
of creation is a manifestation of Sita and the dynamic principles of the supreme Brahm 
she represents. She lights up or gives meaning to all the fractions of time (14). 
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15. Residing literally as the *fire element” (heat, energy, dynamism, vitality and stamina) 
that is inherently present inside all the living creatures and revealed in the form of *thirst 
and hunger’ (for water and food respectively), Sita represents the basic signs of life and 
its fundamental requirements (of water and food). 

As the fire of the sacrifice, she becomes the ‘mouth’ of the Gods (because all the 
offerings that are put in the sacrificial fire are said to be consumed by this fire, and it is 
believed that the food offered to this sacrificial fire is deemed to be eaten by the Gods). 

For the forests and the countless plants and trees (i.e. the herbs having medicinal 
as well as nutritional value) that grow inside it, she is the element of warmth and cool that 
is so necessary for their growth and development’. 

She resides eternally in the wood as its latent fire. This fire element is an intrinsic 
part of the wood, soaking it from all sides, but is hidden from view till the time the wood 
is lighted when this fire element reveals itself spontaneously? (15). 

[Note—'‘Warmth’ indicates the presence of life in the form of the fire element, and 
*cool indicates the presence of the water element. Both these elements are fundamental 
to life on earth. In other words, Sita represents those dynamic forces of Nature that enable 
verdant life to prosper in the dense forests. Without this element, all forms of vegetation 
would have been non-existent on earth. Since forests are the ‘lungs’ of earth and the 
habitat of wild life, Sita symbolises that aspect of Nature that not only fosters life in all its 
colourful splendour in the form of myriad plants and animals that populate the dense 
forests but also takes care of their growth, survival and nourishment. 

"Sita represents the dynamic energy and vitality of Brahm in the form of the ‘fire 
element'. Sita is that secret but powerful life-giving force of creation that lies hidden 
behind the external facade of the visible form that this creation has taken, but without 
which the latter would be worthless. The instance of the firewood is sited here to clarify 
this concept. The *firewood' has its importance because it is universally employed by the 
creature to provide him with his requirement of ‘fire and heat’. Otherwise, what is the 
difference between this and other forms of ordinary wood; why is a particular wood 
described as ‘firewood’? But the point is that from the outside all wood look alike. No 
one can say that the scorching fire is present inside a wood that is so harmless and cool 
on the surface. 

Taken in a holistic manner, this instance also means that Sita is the pure 
consciousness that lives hidden in the body of the creature much like the fire hidden 
inside the firewood. This *consciousness' is the factor that is of any worth as far as the 
creature and the living world is concerned just like the fire that makes the ordinary wood 
worthwhile as ‘fire-wood’. Again, just like the fire not being visible from the surface of 
the firewood, this consciousness is also not visible from the outside. This consciousness 
is a microcosmic form of the cosmic Consciousness known as Brahm just like the fire 
hidden in a small piece of wood is similar to the raging fire of the blast furnace of a steel 
factory, or the energy and heat that electricity embodies in itself. ] 
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16. As Sridevi (see verse no. 12), Sita reveals herself as Goddess Laxmi (who is the 
patron Goddess of material well being, wealth, property, prosperity, majesty, opulence, 
fame and splendour) in order to provide the basic requirements of sustenance, protection 
and comfort to the creatures in this world. [It is because all the creatures require a 
minimum amount of wealth and material comfort to be able to lead a happy, contented, 
independent, dignified, decent, healthy and comfortable life in this world.] 

As such, Sita is known by the names of Sri, Laxmi and Lakshyamaan. [That is, it 
is the Sita principle that has been called by various names such as Sri meaning majesty, 
magnificence, glory and fame, as Laxmi meaning material wealth and prosperity, and as 
Lakshyaman referring to these two qualities in their manifold forms because the word 
‘Lakshya’ means a hundred thousand, and the word ‘maan’ means a measurement.] (16). 
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17. As Bhudevi (see verse no. 12), Sita represents the entire earth with all its seven 
continents and seas as well as the all the fourteen Bhuvans represented by the words 
‘Bhu’ etc.! 

She is the divine authority and the cosmic dynamic force of creation that not only 
reveals in the form of these worlds that act as bases or foundations for the rest of the 
creation, but supports and sustains these worlds themselves from within and without. 

She is the divine Goddess who has revealed herself as Pranav, the all-pervading 
ethereal sound that fills the entire cosmos and is represented by the divine word OM 
which is said to be the root cause for this creation coming into being. The Pranav is also a 
synonym of Brahm that is the supreme transcendental Consciousness. [In other words, 
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Sita is that principle dynamic force of Nature which not only conceived this world but 
also nourished it in its cosmic womb once it came into being. She represents the dynamic 
powers of the Supreme Being, i.e. Brahm, to create, nourish and develop something. Her 
existential dimensions are measured in cosmic terms as Pranav which stands for the 
infinite and fathomless bowls of creation filled with ether where the cosmic sound of OM 
was generated. This is the symbolic womb of creation. And hence, Sita is Mother Nature 
personified.] (17). 

[Note—'The fourteen Bhuvans are the following fourteen Lokas or worlds according to 

the Padma Puran—(A) The upper worlds called Urdhava Lokas are seven in number— 

(i) Bhu, (ii) Bhuvha, (iii) Swaha, (iv) Maha, (v) Janaha, (vi) Tapaha, and (vii) Satyam. 

(B) The seven nether worlds called Adha Loka— (i) Atal, (ii) Vital, (1i) Sutal, (iv) 

Rasatal, (v) Talatal, (vi) Mahatal, and (vii) Patal. The total number of Lokas is, therefore, 

fourteen. 

According to Brahmaand Puran (BP) and Vaaman Puran (VP) there are the following 
lokas-- ‘Bhu’ (31) or earth [BP-3,4,2-18]; ‘Bhuvaha’ (35:) or the space between the earth 
and the heaven [BP-3,4,2-19]; ‘Swaha’ («:) or the heavens known as Brahma's abode; 
the space beyond the earth's atmosphere; cosmic wind represented by the solar wind 
blows here [BP-3,4,2-20]; ‘Maha’ ("«:) or the world created by Brahma pronouncing the 
divine word Maha meaning the great heaven or the outer space; it is believed that great 
sages and seers stay here; it is 1000 Yogans or appx. 8000 miles away from the Swaha 
Loka [BP-3,4,2-21; VP-52,21-22]; ‘Janaha’ (sr1)), so called because it was to be inhabited 
by the humans and the cows [BP-3,4,2-22; VP-52, 22]; ‘Tapaha’ («4:) or the Loka where 
great amount of austerity and penances are done; it is said to be 60 million Yojans or 
appx. 60 x 8 million miles away from the Janaha Loka [BP-3,4,2-24; VP-52, 23]; and 
‘Satyam’ (uem) or the truthful heaven where the supreme Lord has his abode; it is 300 
million Yojans or appx. 300 x 8 million miles beyond the Tapaha Loka [BP-3,4,2-25; 
VP-52, 24]. 

According to some legends, the distances of various mythological Lokas from the 
earth or Bhu Loka is as follows—the Bhuvha Loka is situated at a distance of 25 Lakh 
Yojans from earth, the Swaha Loka is situated at a distance of 50 Lakh Yojans from 
earth, the Maharloka is situated at a distance of 1 Crore Yojans from earth, the Jana Loka 
is situated at a distance of 2 Crore Yojans from earth, the Tapa Loka is situated at a 
distance of 4 Crore Yojans from earth, and the Satya Loka is situated at a distance of 8 
Crore Yojans from earth. 

1 Yojan = a distance of 4, 8 and 16 miles according to different calculations. It is 
usually taken to be equivalent to 8 miles. 

1 Lakh = one hundred thousand (1,00,000). 1 Crore = ten Lakhs (10 x 1,00,000).] 
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18. As Neela Devi (see verse no. 12), she reveals herself as the stupendous and powerful 
forces of cosmic energy manifested occasionally as the blue-tinged dazzling streak of 
lightening that criss-crosses across the sky’. 

This dynamic energy of creation is the spark that sustains life in all its forms. It is 
this energy that is surely hidden in a secret and imperceptible form in the countless herbs 
that give the latter their curative and healing powers (refer verse no. 13, 15) as well as in 
the body of all creatures in this world that enables their bodies to live and act normally 
and show all the signs of strength, stamina, vigour and vitality (refer verse no. iš): (18). 

[Note—'This refers to the streak of ‘lightening’ that stabs across the sky during thunder- 
storms. It may also refer to the scintillating display of cosmic light called the ‘Northern 
Lights” that are observed during the night in the north pole of the earth. The word *Neel” 
means the colour blue, violet or indigo. Since the sky has this colour in various 
combinations, the word Neel refers to the cosmic form of Sita as a Devi or Goddess that 
personifies the dynamic powers, the astounding abilities and the stupendous strength of 
the ‘electric’ that is personified as the lightening in the sky. This ‘electric’ is a vivid and 
most potent form of the immense force and punch which Brahm possesses. It is 
dazzlingly blind; its splendour is indefinable and indescribable. Hence, the *Neel Devi? 
has manifested her cosmic form as the lightening that streaks across the sky. Therefore, 
this lightening is nothing but a manifested form of the dynamic and almighty Shakti of 
Brahm. 

"The hidden but magical power of the herbs to cure diseases, rejuvenate the body and 
inject vigour and stamina to the dilapidated creature is actually the dynamic power of 
Brahm to nourish and sustain creation on display. This dynamic power of Brahm is called 
Sita in this Upanishad. 

It is the same dynamic and almighty power of Brahm with its stupendous strength 
and ability that injects life in the otherwise lifeless body of the creature. This power is 
known as the ‘consciousness’ that resides in the body as the creature's Atma. This Atma 
therefore has the same dazzle, the same splendour and the same life-sustaining properties 
as the electric and the herbs respectively.] 
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19. Sita has revealed herself as the primordial, the primary, the original and the 
fundamental dynamic force of creation (Nature) which is called the ‘Aadya Shakti’. 

This ‘Aadya Shakti’ sustains life in all spheres of creation, and literally supports 
life from below by acting as its base, foundation and prop. 

Therefore, without this Aadya Shakti the edifice of creation would not have come 
into being in the first place, and would have collapsed and vanished without its support. 
The creation would not be in existence. 
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She therefore is the universal ‘Aadya Shakti'-meaning the primordial, the 
primary and the fundamental energy, vitality, vigour, strength, power, authority and 
dynamism of creation that represents the universal and mystical life-creating and life- 
sustaining force and power of Brahm. 

It is this magnificent ability and power of Shakti that keeps even a frog that 
remains submerged in water to remain alive mysteriously. 

It is this Shakti that acts as the universal buoy and support of creation in the form 
of ‘water’. [This refers to the fact that water is the quintessential life-supporting factor of 
creation. This is why water is called the ‘Amrit’ or nectar of life. No life is imaginable 
without water.] 

It is this water (such as that of the ocean) that helps the land mass of earth to 
remain afloat inspite of its immense mass and density. [The earth is visualised here as 
floating on the water of the ocean. Had there been no ocean, the earth would have sunk to 
the nether world. This depiction of Shakti as the water of the ocean that keeps afloat the 
earth that harbours all forms of life as a metaphor for the stupendous ability of the powers 
of the Supreme Being to support the creation is a remarkable imagery of the sage who 
elucidated this Upanishad.] (19). 

[Note—In this verse, the Aadya Shakti or the primordial force of Nature that formed the 
foundation of creation is shown as being ‘water’. This is a very scientific observation 
because modern science has also proved that water is the first requirement for life to be 
tenable anywhere in the universe. Scientists search for traces of water on distant planets 
as a sure sign of life even in its most primitive form.] 


frames wur: perez: | femi: | starred weer: | 
qadi ms Taf 1120 II 


kriyāsaktisvarūpam harermukhannadah / tannadadbinduh / bindoronkarah / 
onkaratparato ramavaikhanasaparvatah / 
tatparvate karmajhanamayibhirbahusakha bhavanti // 20 // 


Tare mp faire attics at mw Mama STER ch up Ub ae HBT H Ya gT 
sa xm xp fa sd fas À sinn We gemi asa uU wi wet dana da tl 3U 
ude at am sik dev erp Vari wet TK ZI do! 


20. The supreme transcendental Lord's ability to ‘do’ something, and to effectively carry 
out his mandates successfully to completion, is called the Lord’s ‘Kriya Shakti’. This 
power of Brahm is manifested in the divine form of Sita. In other words, Sita represents 
Brahm's dynamic aspect that translates into action and deeds the wishes of Brahm. Sita 
represents the Lord’s stupendous ability to act and do anything that he wishes to do. In 
other words, what Brahm does is actually done by Sita. 

When the Lord decided to initiate this creation, his latent dynamic powers, having 
astounding potentials to create, were first revealed in the form of Naad which was the 
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primary sound that emerged from his mouth. It is from this Naad that Bindu' was 
produced, and from the latter was produced OM which is the ethereal sound that filled the 
entire cosmos with energetic vibrations. [This can be visualised in a simple manner. 
When Brahm decided to start creation, he opened his mouth, perhaps to yawn or to 
express his desire. He probably uttered the first vowel sound of ‘A’ as pronounced in the 
word along, which was prolonged into the long vowel sound of ‘Aa’ as in the word after. 
This is like a man yawning—he wakes up from sleep and yawns to signify the start of 
another day in life. So, the Supreme Being opened his mouth and produced the first 
sound to indicate a new beginning or the onset of a new dawn. Just like the first vowel 
sound of ‘A’ and its elongated partner ‘Aa’ are the basic sounds in the language which 
evolved gradually with more vowel sounds and consonants coming into being in due 
course, this instance is used as an analogy to describe what happened next in the process 
of creation. The first sound produced by the Lord indicated his desire to ‘do’ 
something—to create. This desire of the Lord expressed in the form of the first sound 
acted as the seed or the root around which the tree of creation grew. Just like a ripple 
spreads in waves on the calm surface of the water, this desire revealed its self as the 
sound grew, developed and spread to all the corners of the cosmic ether. It was like a 
muffled distant rumble of a train or the thunder of the cloud deep in its bowls that 
reverberates and echoes. Sound produces energy, and the cosmic sound produced energy 
of cosmic (ie. huge, immense and measureless) proportions. This was the sound 
conceptualised as the word OM. Any sound has a source, a Bindu or point. It is from here 
that the sound waves radiate in all the directions. The medium for its spread was ether.] 
Beyond this OM (i.e. beyond the creation that is filled with the vibrations of ether 
that produce sound; here meaning the lower heavens where the Gods and Goddesses 
reside) is the symbolic mountain called Vaikhanas? which represents/symbolises Lord 
Ram. That mountain has many branches or peaks symbolically representing Gyan 
(knowledge, wisdom, erudition and enlightenment) and Karma (the philosophy of deeds), 
and many other such metaphysical concepts (20). 
[Note—'There is an Upanishad called ‘Naad Bindu’ belonging to the Rig Veda tradition 
which elaborately describes this concepts. It is chapter 3 of this humble author's 
anthology of the Upanishads of the Rig Veda publishes separately. 
"The word Vaikhanas means a hermit or a sage who lives in the forest. Such people 
are deeply contemplative, self-restrained and meditative by nature; they are erudite, 
sagacious and enlightened as well as renunciate par-excellence. The word implies that the 
supreme Brahm from whom the whole creation has come forth remains totally aloof and 
dispassionate towards the creation that is represented by the Pranav or OM. Upanishads 
that deal with OM explain how OM symbolises the whole gamut of creation—its 
beginning, its development and its conclusion. The creation that has a *beginning', that 
changes because it develops, and which ‘ends’ is not the eternal Brahm that has neither 
any beginning, that is ever constant, and that is imperishable and never comes to an end. 
Therefore, wise and enlightened ascetics aim for this eternal and imperishable form 
of Brahm that is stable and unchanging. It is this aspect of Brahm that is regarded as the 
Absolute Truth of creation, and not that aspect that has a beginning, that changes and that 
ends. 
The reference to the higher heaven is a symbolic way of saying that the Vaikhanas or 
ascetic lives in a higher sublime state of spiritual existence that is much above the gross 
and mundane aspect of the mortal world. 
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This creation is a product of Maya of Brahm—that is, it is the delusion that Brahm 
has created. The Vaikhanas remains free from such delusions as he has become self and 
Brahm realised. This state of enlightened existence is a personified form of Gyan; it is 
attainable only as a result of knowledge, wisdom, erudition and enlightenment. 

In the context of the present verse Lord Ram is cited as the Vaikhanas to stress the 
point that the person known as Ram who ruled over the kingdom of Ayodhya as a king, 
who married Sita, and who fought the war of Lanka to liberate his wife Sita from the 
clutches of the demon king Ravana is not the ‘Ram’ whom the Upanishads are talking 
about, or the ‘Ram’ who is Brahm personified. The ‘Ram’ as a king around whom the 
story of Ramayana is built is the grosser aspect of the sublime Reality known as Brahm, 
the Supreme Being. 

The ‘Ram’ that is lauded by the Upanishads and whose name is regarded universally 
as the ‘Tarak Mantra’ or the divine formula that can provide the creature with liberation 
and deliverance from the snare of this deluding material world is a different Ram. He is 
the supreme Vaikhanas—the Lord who is most enlightened and self-realised, who lives in 
this world with a sense of heightened renunciation, detachment and dispassion, and who 
is extremely wise and enlightened as well as self-realised. This Ram is no ordinary king, 
but Brahm personified. 

Therefore, Sita, who was his consort, also was no ordinary queen. She was the Shakti 
of the Supreme Being personified in her form. It is very important to understand the 
difference between the gross forms of both Ram and Sita vis-à-vis their sublime and 
divine forms as Brahm and Shakti respectively. 

The allegory of the Vaikhanas Mountain to represent Ram has great symbolism. The 
‘mountain’ has high peaks which represent high level of spiritual energy, enlightened 
consciousness, and high intensity of auspicious virtues. The ‘peak’ is a metaphor for the 
state of existence when knowledge, wisdom, erudition and self-realisation has ‘peaked’ 
or touched the highest level possible. The peak of a mountain is like the apex of a triangle 
representing the triad of creation. At one point of the base of the symbolic triangle is the 
creature, at the other point is the Maya represented by Sita, and at the apex of the triangle 
is Brahm. 

The Vaikhanas mountain known as ‘Ram’ is also like the triangle—an imagery to 
show that Lord Ram encompasses the entire gamut of creation. He is Jiva or the living 
being, he is Maya, and he is Brahm. There is nothing surprising in this conclusion or 
absurdity in its imagery—because everything in this creation is a revelation of Brahm. 
The Jiva is the gross worldly form of the pure cosmic Consciousness known as Brahm; 
the Maya is the dynamism of Brahm revealed as Sita, and the pure cosmic Consciousness 
itself is known as Ram. ] 
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21. [Verse nos. 21-33 deal with the ‘Gyan’ aspect of Brahm.] 
On that mountain top (i.e. on the summit of the mountain known as Vaikhanas) is the 
primary body of knowledge that is holistic and all inclusive in nature. It has taken three 
forms —Rig, Sam and Yajur Vedas (21). 
[Note—This verse implies that only such persons who have reached the highest level of 
realisation can have access to Gyan or knowledge and wisdom that is represented by the 
Vedas.] 
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22. Depending upon the function and usage, that same unitary body of universal 
knowledge has been divided into four segments, called the Rig, Sam, Yajur and Atharva 
respectively (22). 
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23. All the Vedas are based on ‘Yagya’ (fire sacrifices), but depending upon their basic 
structure, they are classified into three—Rig, Sam and Yajur. The fourth, called the 
Atharva Veda, is basically an extract or essence or juice of all these other three Vedas 
(23). 
[Note—The fundamental truth is always one; there is no duality in it. Knowledge is one 
composite mass; any classification or division of that one whole body of knowledge is 
artificial and man-made, but it is done only to facilitate learning, understanding, analysis 
and usage. 

For example ‘science’ is one whole body of knowledge that describes the regulatory 
forces of Nature, but it has been divided and classified into umpteen number of 
branches—viz. zoology, geology, botany, astronomy, astrology, chemistry, physics, 
geography etc. Each of these branches have been further sub-divided into sub-branches— 
e.g. in chemistry we have organic, inorganic, physical etc. 
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Likewise, the vast repository of metaphysical knowledge enshrined in the Vedas was 
segregated into four distinct volumes by ancient sages to facilitate their learning and 
usage. Briefly, those hymns which were used as invocational prayers offered to Gods 
representing the different forces of Nature were colleted and collected under the name of 
the Rig Veda. Those that were in prose form and used during fire sacrifices were culled 
and collected under the Yajur Veda. Those hymns that needed to be sung melodiously 
during fire sacrifices were grouped under the Sam Veda. Later on sage Veda Vyas 
extracted certain hymns from each of these Vedas and grouped them under the Atharva 
Veda; these were used for other religious rituals as well besides the fire sacrifices, and 
provided spiritual solace to the people of the world by shunning complicated discourses 
of the Sam and Yajur Vedas as well as the proliferation of countless Gods of the Rig 
Veda.] 
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24-25 Depending upon the type of incantation, the hymns have been further divided into 
a number of branches—the Rig Veda has twenty one branches [24], the Yajur Veda has 
one hundred and nine branches, the Sam Veda has one thousands branches, and the 
Atharva Veda has five branches [25] (24-25). 
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26. In the Vedas, the philosophy or school of thought that pertains to the Vaikhanas' (i.e. 
that spiritual and metaphysical philosophy that focuses on renunciation of and 
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detachment from Maya-created delusory and artificial world, and instead focus on the 
supreme Reality that is hidden behind the illusionary façade of ‘false reality’; here Lord 
Ram is treated as the universal supreme Vaikhanas—see verse no. 20) has been given the 
first place, and hence erudite and wise sages and seers concentrate their attention and 
focus their mind on it. It is called the supreme knowledge that is undisputable, irrefutable 
and beyond doubt as it enlightens an aspirant about the ultimate Absolute Truth of 
creation. This knowledge comes with intense research and concentration of the mind- 
intellect complex and its ancillary unit known as the sub-conscious or Chitta. 

The power of the mind-intellect and the sub-conscious that enabled the ancient 
sages and seers who had renounced all aspects of the delusory world and focused their 
attention on the sublime knowledge pertaining to the cosmic Truth (known as Brahm or 
the cosmic Consciousness) that is obtained by such intense focusing of the mind and the 
sub-conscious is known as the ‘Chitta Shakti’. Like any other achievements in this world, 
this knowledge of the ‘supreme’ was known as ‘enlightenment’, and it was powered by 
the Chitta Shakti? (26). 

[Note— Vaikhanas—The knowledge that fills the spiritual aspirant with total 
renunciation of this material world and its deluding charms by teaching him about the 
falsehood of this artificial world, about his own true self being the pure consciousness 
that is wise, enlightened, eternal and blissful, and about the supreme Consciousness that 
is the cause of this creation, along with the true meaning of liberation, deliverance, 
salvation and emancipation, is called Vaikhanas knowledge. It is the main thrust of the 
Vedas to enlighten the creature about the Truth, and this intention of these holy texts is 
carried out by the Upanishads which are an inseparable part of the Vedas and enshrine 
their pristine philosophy. 

^Chitta Shakti—The word Chitta refers to the faculty of reasoning and thought of the 
mind-intellect complex; the ability to pay attention and fix concentration upon a chosen 
subject which leads to understanding and a sharp memory; the conscious intellect as well 
as the sub-conscious mind; the powers of discrimination, understanding, paying attention, 
memorizing, and the ability to recollect and store information that are characteristics of 
the conscious powers exhibited by the mind and intellect apparatus; the sub-conscious 
and memory, along with its power to remember anything as depicted when the man 
involuntarily reacts to any given situation depending upon his memory-bank; the ability 
to concentrate and focus the mind on anything. (The concept has been elaborately 
described in Chandogya Upanishad, canto 7, section 5; Sanayso-panishad, canto 2, verse 
n0.42-46). 

The word Shakti means power and authority, potentials and energy that any entity 
possesses. Therefore, the combined stupendous powers exhibited by *Chitta” are called 
Chitta Shakti. 

Chitta is an integral component of the Antahakaran or the ‘inner self of a living 
being. This has been described in—(a) Krishna Yajur Veda's Shaarirako Upanishad of, 
verse no. 4; Tejobindu Upanishad, Canto 5, verse nos. 101-102; (b) Shukla Yajur Veda's 
Paingal Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 9, Canto 2, verse no. 3; Trishikhi Brahmin 
Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 6; Subalo-panishad, Canto 9, verse no. 14.] 
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kalpo vyakaranam šiksā niruktam jyotisam chanda etani sadangani // 27 // 
upangamayanam caiva mimamsanyayavistarah / 
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27-28 The ancient sages have said that the Vedas have six limbs or branches. They are 
the following—Kalpa (a sacred performance; Vedic rituals), Vyakaran (grammar), 
Shiksha (education; the fundamental tents and knowledge that the Vedas expound), 
Nirukta (unspoken knowledge, or implied knowledge contained in the Vedic cannons; 
exposition of the Vedas; etymological explanation of a word or hymn) Jyotish (astrology; 
astronomy, mathematical calculations), and Chanda (style of poetic composition) [27]. 

They have three supplementary body of knowledge that are complementary to the 
main text—viz. Ayan (Vedanta; Upanishad), Mimansa (thorough discussion and debate 
to investigate a particular point of Hindu philosophy), and Nyaya (Vedic law and 
jurisprudence). Those who are steady and diligent in Dharma (righteousness, ethics and 
proper way of conduct and thought) regard the study of the Vedas incomplete if it does 
not include the study of all their branches or limbs and supplementary body of knowledge 
alongside them [28] (27-28). 
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29-31 Ancient wise sages and seers had, from time to time, elucidated upon the Vedic 
tenets and philosophy by composing their own essays and commentaries on them, called 
*Nibandh', which were basically detailed exposition explaining the particular aspect of 
the Veda so that the people can easily understand them and mould their personal lives 
according to their teaching. Consequentially, the life and behaviour of the society at large 
became sanctified, auspicious and righteous in a wholesome form when it conformed to 
the high standards of ethical and righteous behaviour and thought as envisioned in the 
Vedas. 

These wise, erudite and enlightened sages and seers, have, from time to time, and 
depending upon circumstances and needs of the society, added pristine philosophy and 
their own views and commentaries to further enrich the scriptures, called the various 
*Dharma Shastras', which had come down to them from the hoary past. [The word 
‘Dharma Shastra’ itself means those scriptures that establish Dharma.] 

These sages and seers produced or composed the five ‘Up-Vedas’, or the 
subsidiary Vedas—viz. Itihas and Purans (mythological histories of the ancients) [29], 
Vastu Veda (the science of building and construction; architecture and its relevant 
subjects), Dhanur Veda (archery and the science of warfare), Gandharva Veda (the 
science of music, singing and dancing as well as the skills needed for theatrical 
performance), and Ayurveda (the science of medicinal herbs) [30]. 

Besides these, they created the treatises on subjects such as Danda and Niti (law 
of punishment according to sin or crime, and the law governing morality and ethics), 
Varta (the art of conversation, negotiation and debate), Vidya (general knowledge and 
skills), and the science and art of controlling the Vayu or the vital winds (i.e. Yoga which 
is the science of controlling the vital winds in the body by means of meditative exercise 
that helps one to establish oneself in the supreme state of existence, or attain a high 
pedestal of existence that is much above the humdrum life of the world). 

These twenty-one branches or limbs of knowledge are deemed to be self- 
illuminating in nature; they enrich and enlighten the life of a living being in this world 
[31] (29-31). 
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32. In some hoary, ancient past, Lord Vishnu’s sweet words revealed themselves as the 

three Vedas in the heart of one sage named Vaikhanas! (32). 
[Note— Earlier, in verse no. 20 it has been said that Lord Ram is the supreme Vaikhanas 
or the greatest soul who has the highest virtues of renunciation and detachment from this 
material world. He remains totally disassociated from this world inspite of having lived 
as a great ruler of the kingdom of Ayodhya and the slayer of the demon Ravana, and 
around whom the legendary epic Ramayan has been woven. In fact, Lord Ram is an 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being who is also known as the Viraat Purush 
because of his macrocosmic all-pervading and all-encompassing existence. Vishnu had to 
come down on earth in order to eliminate evil forces represented by the demons, and to 
restore law and order as envisioned in the scriptures and to uphold their sanctity. 

Now in the present verse a Vaikhanas is mentioned in whose heart the Vedas 
emerged. It is well established that the Vedas were created by Brahma, the cosmic 
creator. This Brahma emerged, sitting atop a lotus, from the navel of the Viraat Purush in 
his manifestation as Vishnu while the latter reclined on the bedstead made of the cosmic 
serpent known as Sheshnath. Brahma is one of the Gods of the Trinity, the others being 
Vishnu and Shiva. So, the Vaikhanas referred to here is most probably Brahma, the 
creator. When anyone speaks of something as thoughtful and having such an immense 
philosophical dimension as the Vedas, it is his heart that gets directly involved. Anything 
spoken from the deep recesses of the heart has firmness of conviction and faith. Speaking 
from the heart is a metaphor for sincerity, honesty, commitment and faith in what is being 
said. So, what the Vedas say is the truth which Vishnu wished to reveal. 

Again, it might be that there was some ancient sage with the name of Vaikhanas. If 
this is the case then most probably he was sage Kapil. This is because the next verse no. 
33 says that this sage named Vaikhanas revealed this great body of knowledge with 
which he was enlightened by the grace of Lord Vishnu in the form of Sankhya Shastra.] 
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33. These divine nectar-like words that sprouted in the heart of sage Vaikhanas by the 
inspiration of Lord Vishnu contained the primary body of knowledge which this sage 
revealed in the form of Sankhya Shastra (which is one of the six branches of Hindu 
philosophy)". 

Listen about it from me (i.e. from Prajapati Brahma who is narrating this Upanishad 
to the Gods; refer verse no. 1-2). 
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The power and authority to perform some deed or take any action, the energy and the 
ability to do this and that, the stamina and strength to act—this dynamic aspect of the 
supreme Brahm is the latter’s ‘Shakti’. It is called ‘Kriya Shakti’ of the supreme Lord 
because it helps him in carrying out his mandate, in doing something such as the creation 
of this world and its subsequent regulation. This Kriya Shakti helps the Lord to act 
independently on his own. It is the stupendous and majestic and dynamic power of the 
eternal, truthful, supreme, transcendental enigmatic Brahma [In other words, Shakti is 
literally the Lord’s stupendous cosmic energy, authority and power that enable Brahm to 
do what he wishes to do, to give effect to his wishes, to bring to fruition his desires. 
Brahm is neutral in his own right, but he utilises the services of his dynamic Shakti to 
give effect to his wishes. It was this cosmic Shakti that has helped Brahm to create, to 
sustain and to conclude this creation from time to time. 

So the dynamic energy of Brahm revealed in the form of his Shakti is known as Sita 
according to this Upanishad. It is Sita who carries out the divine wishes of Brahm. When 
the latter decided to reveal himself as the Viraat Purush, the Shakti of Brahm known as 
the Sita principle became Prakriti or Mother Nature. When this Viraat Purush was named 
Vishnu, the same Sita principle became Laxmi. And when Vishnu incarnated as Lord 
Ram, the same Sita principle manifested itself as Sita, the consort of Ram. In fact, Brahm 
and his Shakti cannot be separated from one another just like it is not possible to separate 
fire from firewood, or water from an ocean. While Brahm represents the primary 
Authority of creation that acts neutrally and remains passive in order to maintain its 
objectivity and neutrality, Sita is the dynamic principle of the same Authority that is 
active and energetic in nature. After all, Brahm is the supreme Lord of creation, and if he 
has to exercise control and maintain discipline in his creation he must have corresponding 
power and strength to do so. The latter is Shakti in the form of Sita.] (33). 

[Note—'Sankhya Shastra—Refer: Chapter 4, Mukti Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 

16 and its note.] 
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34. That supreme primordial dynamic power and energy of the Lord transformed itself 
into the ‘Shakti’ (the cosmic Goddess; the primary powers and forces of Nature which 
manifested themselves as a cosmic Goddess). As soon as the Lord decides to do anything, 
this Shakti does that for him immediately. It is this Shakti that has revealed itself in the 
form of this visible world. 


[Now the virtues of this personification of the Lord’s stupendous and magnificent cosmic 
powers, known as Shakti, are enumerated in the following verses —] She is an 
embodiment of grace, benevolence and kindness; of discipline and order, of peace, 
serenity and tranquillity, of splendour, glory and radiance at their best. 

She is the primary cause of all that is visible as well as that which is not visible. 
She is also the primary cause of everything, whether that cause is evident or hidden. 

She is the symbolic ‘foot’ or pedestal which supports the body representing the 
entire creation. Or, she represents the base upon which the entire edifice of creation rests. 

She is present in all the forms in which this creation exists—incorporating in her 
form all the myriad faces, colours, classes and segments of society, whether the latter is 
treated as being classified into different segments or regarded as one composite whole. 

This Shakti of the supreme Lord of creation is a constant companion of the latter. 
Shakti is inseparable from and an integral part of Brahm. She is a personification of the 
Lord’s wishes and the dynamic ability of the Lord to fulfil his wishes. She therefore 
always obeys the Lord and follows him diligently. She is always eager and vigilant to 
immediately carry out the orders of the Lord. [Whereas at the cosmic level of creation 
this term ‘supreme Lord’ refers to Brahm, at the more local level of creation with 
relevance to the present world of mortal living beings the term would mean ‘Lord Ram’ 
who was an incarnation of Brahm on earth. Therefore, Shakti at the level of Brahm would 
mean Maya Shakti or Prakriti, and with reference to Ram it would mean Sita, the Lord’s 
divine consort who was the daughter of king Janak—refer verse no. 6.] 

Sita representing the Shakti principle of Brahm is as eternal and imperishable as the 

latter (simply because Shakti and Brahm are inseparable from one another). 

While representing the Lord and being an inseparable part of the latter, she is still 
under the overall command of and subservient to the Lord who is the principal Authority 
of creation. She cannot and does not supersede the Lord on any count. She depends upon 
the Lord for her existence. 

She assumes those forms that can be described or talked about, as well as those that 
cannot be so done. 

She is present in the immediate point of time, as well as in the remotest point of time, 
both of the past and of the future. 

She is cause and the controller of creation, its sustenance as well as its annihilation. 
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She showers her magnanimous blessing and gracious benevolence upon the entire 
creation. 

She has all the abilities that enable her to accomplish everything successfully in this 
creation. 

That 1s why she is lauded and extolled by the scriptures universally as the dynamic, 
all-powerful, almighty, majestic, magnificent, indescribable and most enigmatic aspect of 
Nature that is called ‘Shakti’! (34). 

[Note :- 'Shakti—The concept of Shakti has to be understood in a holistic manner. It 

has many connotations. In fact, this entire Upanishad is dedicated to the theme of Shakti 

of Brahm, albeit in the disguise of Sita. Please refer to note of verse no. 2 of this 

Upanishad. ] 
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35. She (Sita) is a personification of the supreme Brahm's ‘Ichha Shakti!’ (the powers to 
accomplish something and fulfil desires). 

In the form of ‘Yogmaya”’ (which is the powerful force of Brahm responsible for 
both the creation as well as the conclusion of creation, and for bringing about a union 
between the world which appeared to get separated from Brahm in due course of time) 
she rests in a meditative posture symbolised by the mark of the Srivatsa? present on the 
right chest of the Lord (here referring to Lord Vishnu because the Srivatsa is marked on 
his chest) at the time of conclusion of this creation (35). 

[Note :- 'The term ‘Ichha Shakti’ has been explained as a note of verse no. 11. Refer also 

to verse nos. 12, 36. 

"The word Yogmaya has been explained as a note of verse no. 3. Refer also to verse 

no. 5. 

*Srivatsa—this is the mark of the foot of sage Bhrigu which he had cast on the chest 

of Vishnu once when he got annoyed with the Lord. The Lord is so kind and gracious 

towards his devotees that instead of taking umbrage at this disrespect shown by the sage 

and punishing him for his misdemeanour, Lord Vishnu had blessed the sage that his 
footprint would always remain on his chest as one of the jewels worn by the Lord. 

Lord Vishnu is the Viraat Purush or the macrocosmic gross body of Brahm from 
whom the rest of the creation evolved. At the time of conclusion of creation, Vishnu rests 

on a bedstead made by the coiled body of the celestial serpent called Sheshnath that floats 

on the surface of Kshirsagar. This reclining posture of the Lord is called Yog-Nidra, 

literally meaning deep sleep of meditation. Here the Lord closes his eyes and remains 

contemplative, meditating upon his own self.] 
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36. She (Sita) personifies the powers to enjoy or suffer that are inherently present in all 
the creatures of this creation. That is, the consciousness that gives the ability to the 
creature to enjoy anything in this world, or that makes him feel the pain of suffering, is 
known as the Sita principle. 

Sita is a personification of the dynamic power of creation that enables all the 
creatures to fulfil their desires and successfully accomplish their goals in life. It therefore 
represents the virtue of fulfilment of all desires and accomplishment of goals. In other 
words, she is the eternal power that enables all the creatures to accomplish their desires 
and reach their goals in life successfully. In this aspect, she is said to personify those 
entities that are usually regarded as metaphors for successful fulfilment of all desires, 
such as the evergreen wish-fulfilling tree of Gods called the ‘Kalpa Vriksha'!, the 
celestial cow called the *Kaamdhenu cow’, the magical gem that removes all worries 
called the *Chintaamani gem’, the conch, the divine lotus and the mystical ‘nine Nidhis’ 
or the nine types of wealth?. 
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Those devotees of the Lord who worship him reverentially daily according to the 
prescribed traditional way involving Yagya (fire sacrifice), Yam (exercise of self- 
restraint of passion and desires), Niyam (following of various auspicious rules of conduct 
and thought), Aasans (sitting postures adopted during worship and meditation or Yoga), 
Pranayam (breath control exercises done during meditation or Yoga), Pratyahar 
(restraining of the sense organs) Dhaarna (having conviction, belief and faith), Dhyan 
(contemplation, meditation, concentration or fixing of attention, deep thought and 
pondering), Samadhi (a trance-like state of bliss obtained during meditation when the 
consciousness exists in its 4th state of existence known as Turiya) etc.—all the expressed 
or unexpressed, articulated or implied, the overt or the covert desires and wishes of such 
devotees are fulfilled by the divine Goddess. [This is because when the Lord is pleased 
by the devotion and worship of the devotee, he uses the service of his divine Shakti to 
reward them.] 

It is Sita that is present in the form of all objects used in offering of worship to the 
Lord—such as flowers, scent, sweets etc., in the form of offering of worship to dead 
ancestors, in the form of auspicious deeds such as pilgrimage and bathing at the holy sites 
at pilgrim centres, and in the form of food and liquid that sustains the life of a living 
creature. 

Verily, in all the myriad and diverse forms, mentioned as well as unmentioned— it is 
Sita that pervades uniformly everywhere, in all frames of time, and in all units of creation 
(36). 

[Note—'The Kalpa Tree— This has been described in note of verse no. 13. 

"The nine Nidhis— These are the special assets that a living being possesses. These 
nine Nidhis may be spiritual or worldly; they may be tangible or intangible. In brief they 
are the following:- 

Spiritual assets—according to saint Tulsidas” epic Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Doha 35-36, they are—(1) communion with saints and pious people where the Lord's 
glories are being sung, (ii) serving one's teacher and elders, (ii) praising the Lord's 
glories and doing Kirtan and Bhajan which are community singing of the Lord's glories, 
(iv) repeating the divine Mantras or holy words of the Lord, 1.e. doing Japa, (v) having 
such virtues as ‘Dam’ or tolerance, patience, fortitude and resilience, ‘Sheel’ or good and 
righteous demeanors, *Virati” or being renunciate and detached from deeds and to be 
dispassionate towards the world, ‘Sam’ or equanimity, looking everything as Brahm, 
having a non-dual approach of or view of the world, ‘Santosh’ or contentedness, and 
‘Saral’ or simplicity and humility, (vi) having no deceit, conceit and falsehoods, (vii) not 
finding faults with others and criticising them unnecessarily, (viii) to have firm reliance 
and faith in the Lord, and (ix) not to feel dejected, depressed, despaired, inferior, lowly 
and condemned under any adverse circumstances, because the great and merciful Lord is 
always with them. 

Worldly assets—such as gold, silver, diamond, gems such as ruby, sapphire and 
emerald etc.; kith and kin such as sons, wife, pets and livestock, homestead and farmland, 
name, fame and majesty etc. These worldly assets are at the micro level what the Gods 
possess at the macro level and kept in the custody of Kuber who is the treasurer of Gods. 

Celestial assets of the Gods—these are represented by the precious gems stored in the 
treasury of Kuber, the treasurer of Gods. They are known as Mahapadam, Padam, 
Sankha, Makar, Kaschap, Mukund, Kund, Neel, and Kharva. Actually these terms are 
used in ancient mathematics to measure quantity such as units, hundreds, thousands and 
millions in modern language. 
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According to another version, the nine Nidhis are the various special virtues or 
qualities or attributes that one possesses, and which make him special amongst others. 
They are the following—(1) Buddhi—intelligence and the power to discriminate, to think 
sharply, quickly, logically, rationally, deeply and analytically. (11) Bal—strength, vigour 
and power of the body and of the mind as well as of the spirit. (iii) Yasha—fame, good 
reputation and name; majesty and renown. (iv) Dhairya—to have courage, fortitude, 
resilience, ability to hold on in the face of greatest adversity, misfortune and opposition. 
(v) Nirbhayataa—fearlessness, courage, bravery and an indomitable spirit. (vi) 
Aarogyataa—to be freed from diseases and illnesses, both mental as well as bodily. (vii) 
Ajaadyataa—the opposite of Jadataa; to be free from the negative trait of inertia, 
lethargy, depression, stagnation, lack of drive, initiative and will power. (viii) Vaakya- 
patutaa—to be an expert orator; speaking skills, eloquence, diplomacy, and wise and 
intelligent choice of the spoken word. (ix) Bhakti—to have steady and robust devotion, 
loyalty, dedication and conviction for one's chosen deity and faith. This quality, of 
course, comes under the category of spiritual assets also. 

Other variations include the following qualities in this list of Nidhis because they are 
like an asset for a man which stand him in good stead in his life— (1) Sham—having self 
restraint and control; having peace, tranquility, serenity and quietness; being able to 
suppress desires, yearnings and natural instincts and impulses. (ii) Dam—tolerance, 
forbearance, fortitude. (iii) Upriti—renunciation, detachment, dispassion, indifference 
and non-involvement. (iv) Titksha—endurance, patience, fortitude, sufferance, 
equanimity. (v) Samadhan—the ability to find a solution, an answer to even the most 
vexing problem; lack of confusion or doubts; clarity of thoughts and conception. (vi) 
Shraddha—having faith, belief, conviction, reverence and devotion. (vii) Sakhya— 
friendship and the ability to co-exist with even one’s adversary. (viii) Daya—kindness, 
compassion, graciousness. (ix) Atma Bodh—-self-realisation and being enlightened about 
the Atma, the pure consciousness, that resides inside one’s inner self as his soul, as his 
spirit. 

Sometimes, the last Nidhi of Atma Bodh is replaced with ‘Seva’ or the natural habit 
of serving others selflessly.] 
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37. Sita personifies the virtues of valour and strength. 

In iconography, her visible divine form as a Goddess has been depicted as one 
having four arms. One arm is held in a posture called ‘Abhay’ (i.e. one that bestows 
fearlessness upon her devotees), one arms is in the posture called ‘Var’ (i.e. that which 
grants boons), and one arm holds a divine lotus. 

She is gloriously adorned by a crown and a tiara as well as all other decorative 
ornaments. 

She is standing in the shade of a Kalpa tree with four elephants pouring holy 
water as libation in her honour through four golden pitchers held aloft their trunks. 

She is surrounded by all the Gods who stand around her to attend on her, while 
Brahma and other senior Gods are praising her by singing hymns in her honour. She is 
being praised by the Kaamdhenu cow who is herself a bestower of the so-called eight 
Siddhis' as well as by the celestial Apsaras (the damsels of the heavens who are, 
according to mythology, courtesans in the heavenly court of Indra, the king of Gods) and 
other divine ladies belonging to the different Gods. The divine Vedas and other scriptures 
are singing her glories as well. 

The Sun and the Moon are spreading their sublime light there (at the place where 
the Goddess Sita is being worshipped) as if they were lamps put up for the purpose of 
providing light. 
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Celestial bards and sages, such as Tumbru and Narad, are eulogizing her divine 
glories by singing devotional hymns in her honour. Goddesses such as Raka and 
Siniwali? are holding the ceremonial umbrella over her head. Swaha and Swadha? are 
swaying hand-held fans for her. Haladini and Mayashakti are swaying the whisk. Sages 
Brigu and Punya, amongst others, are offering their worship to her. 

Sita, in her celestial divine splendorous form as Goddess Laxmi (the divine 
consort of Vishnu, the patron goddess of wealth and prosperity as well as all forms of 
majesty and glory known in this creation) is seated on a throne comprising of a lotus 
flower with it eight petals. She is adorned by divine and magnificent ornaments. She has 
pleasant eyes that show her to be very pleased and contented. 

This divine form of the great Goddess who personifies/embodies the magnificent and 
majestic powers of Nature should be realised through proper knowledge of her essential 
form (by studying the scriptures). This is verily the preaching and knowledge as 
expounded by this Upanishad. Amen! (37). 

[Note—'The eight Siddhis: Refer: verse nos. 8-9 of this Chapter no. 6, 
Sita Upanishad, and the accompanying note. 

"Raka and Sinniwali—(a) Raka (goddess)—First appears in Rig Veda, 
2/32/4-5. She is the patron Goddess of the full moon symbolising the 
ripening of all the good virtues and spreading of fame, majesty, splendour, 
glory and name. She stands for success in all endeavours and personifies 
accomplishment that spread one's fame and glory. She provides food and 
good health, healthy children, bestows nourishment to the life giving herbs 
(Rig Veda, 2/33/4). 

(b) Sininwali (goddess)—First appears in Rig Veda, 2/32/6-7. She is the 
patron goddess of the first moon that appears after the dark disc of the last 
day of the lunar cycle; therefore she stands for the new moon. She is 
regarded as the sister of the Gods and the divine consort of Lord Vishnu 
(Rig Veda, 2/32/6). She is the patron Goddess of wealth like Laxmi, and is 
the provider of children and symbolises their constant development and 
enhancement. She also gives light. 

*Swaha and Swadha—the word Swaha means to offer anything, to 
dispense, to distribute. The offerings made to the fire sacrifice meant for the 
Gods is done by saying Swaha, while those meant for the dead ancestors is 
done by saying Swadha. According to the Purans, these two are the divine 
wives of the Fire God. Swaha takes the offerings made for the Gods in the 
fire sacrifice to them, while Swadha is responsible for taking the offerings 
made for the dead ancestors in the fire sacrifice to them.] 


Santi Patha /erfaurs 
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om bhadram karnébhih srnuyama dēvāh bhadram pasyémaksabhiryajatrah / 
sthirairangaistustuvārnsastanūbhirvyašēma dēvahitam yadayuh // 

svasti na indro vrddhasravah svasti nah püsa visvavédah / 

svasti nastarksyo aristanemih svasti no brhaspatirdadhatu // 


om Santih! šāntih!! sāntih!!! 
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An Anthology 


UPANISHADS DEDICATED TO LORD RAM 


And THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 


[Original Text, Roman Transliteration, Verse-by-Verse Hindi & English Rendering, 
Notes & Explanations.] 


APPENDIX 1 


What is an Upanishad 


Meaning—The word ‘Upanishad’ is composed of three Sanskrit syllables— ‘up’, ‘ni’ 
and ‘shad’. (a) The word ‘up’ means ‘come near, sit down, benevolent, worship, destroy, 
a cure or remedy, to become disease or fault free, enjoy, without hindrance’. (b) The 
word ‘ni’ means ‘not, night, darkness and ignorance, special or specific as well as all- 
inclusive and complete’. (c) The word ‘shad’ means ‘6 schools of thought, knowledge, to 
teach, to learn, to calm down, to destroy’. 

Hence, the composite word Upanishad means :- (1) to come and sit down quietly 
before the teacher, (ii) to sit quietly after having acquired truthful knowledge about the 
reality, having calmed down all agitations and having dispelled all confusions and doubts, 
(iii) to remove the darkness of ignorance by the light of knowledge, (iv) the endeavour 
that removes/dispels the darkness of ignorance and enhances/propagates light of 
knowledge and (v) to find remedy for the disease/illness represented by this world. (vi) 
While defining the word Upanishad, Sankaracharya says, ‘Seekers of emancipation... 
deliberate on it (i.e., the knowledge that is called Upanishad) with steadiness and 
certainty’ (8 Upanishads, Advaita Ashram, Cal., 1989, p. 99-100). He says that the 
Upanishads, like a mother, never tire of reminding us of our true nature. The Atma, 
which is the focus of the Upanishad, is pure bliss, is eternal and is synonymous with the 
cosmic soul called Brahma'. 

The term Upanishad implies that an initiated disciple sits down before his wise 
teacher for the purpose of confidential communication of the secret doctrine called 
Rahasya concerning the relationship between the creator and the created individual. This 
knowledge can be communicated to only the deserving candidates and not to all and 
sundry because not only will they ridicule it but also because it would be a waste of time 
and energy. 

The Upanishads, therefore, set at rest ignorance by revealing the knowledge of the 
eclectic supreme Spirit; they reveal and explain the esoteric mystery which underlines or 
rests underneath the external system of things. They are profound doctrines having 
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mystical and mysterious meaning. They are a class of philosophical writings whose main 
aim is the exposition and elucidation of the secret meaning of the Vedas, and they are 
regarded as the source of Sankhya school of Indian philosophy and are synonymous with 
Vedanta. 

Man can’t achieve happiness though mere physical enjoyments. Absolute 
happiness can result only from liberation, and it follows therefore that spiritual 
enlightenment alone, which frees the Atma from all delusions, can provide liberation and 
deliverance from the unending cycle of deeds/action and their results. Unfulfilled desires 
and yearnings to fulfill them further propel the creature towards more deeds/action and 
their newer results. This cycle causes a hurdle for the unification of the Atma with the 
supreme Brahma which is called true and ultimate emancipation and salvation, liberation 
and deliverance of the creature. 

Deussen has expressed the fundamental ideal of the Upanishads in the following 
words, *The Brahma, the power which presents itself before us has materialised in all 
existing things, it creates, sustains, preserves and receives back into itself again all the 
worlds, this eternal, infinite, divine power is identical with the Atma which, after 
stripping off everything external, we discover in ourselves as our real, most essential 
Being, our individual self, the soul/spirit. This doctrine has found expression most 
pointedly and clearly in the Upanishad's dictum which later became the confession of 
faith of millions of Indians in the word *That art thou” (i.e., the cosmos is Brahma) and 
‘the world exists only in so for as thou (Brahma) are conscious of it’. 

What are the Upanishads basically? The Upanishads are also known as ‘Vedanta’, 
which literally mean the ‘end or summarised version or the essence of the Veda’. They 
represent the fruit of the Vedas just like a tree that has its best gift for the world in the 
form of its fruits. While the flower gives only superficial rewards because it pleases the 
senses by its beautiful colour and secent, the fruit nourishes the body and provides it with 
the necessary nutrients that sustain it. Similarly, the Upanishads provide the seeker with 
that nectar of truthful knowledge that would nourish his soul. 

The chief Upanishads are part of and incorporated in the main text of the Vedas in 
their Sanhitas, Brahmins and Aranyaks section. For example, (a) Aeitereyo Upanishad is 
a part of Aeitereyo Aranyak of Rig Veda (2/4/6); (b) Taiteriya Upanishad is a part of 
Taiteriya Aranyak of Krishna Yajur Veda (7/8); (c) The Brihad-Aranyak Upanishad is 
contained in the last 6 Cantos of the 14th chapter of Shatpath Brahmin of Shukla Yajur 
Veda and; (d) Cantos 3-8 of Chandogya Brahmin of Talwakar branch of the Sam Veda is 
called Chandogya Upanishad. 

There are, however, many Upanishads which have been expounded and 
enunciated independently by scholarly, wise and enlightened sages who had deep 
understanding and grasp of spiritual and metaphysical subjects. For example, Jabalo- 
panishad by sage Jabal, Shandilyo-panishad by sage Shandilya, Shaunako-panishad by 
sage Shaunak, Paingalo-panishad by sage Paingal, and Yagyavalko-panishad by sage 
Yagyavalkya. Such Upanishads are therefore named after those sages. 

The great and magnificent Upanishads in Hindu philosophy are called the ‘Head 
(or brain, crown) of the Vedas’; they are like the ‘light and illumination of the Vedas’, for 
had it not been for them, the glory of the Vedas would have been reduced to mere 
abstractitions, rituals and religious formalities. Without an intelligent head, the body acts 
like that of an animal’s. It is the head which guides the actions of the body. The ritualistic 
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practices and sacrifices advocated by the Vedas will become meaningless exercises 
without the benefit of knowledge that the Upanishads provide against the background of 
Vedic concepts. They help to focus the creature’s efforts and energy constructively 
towards the real goal—which is the realisation of Brahm and which is the ultimate Truth. 

The Vedas themselves are said to be revealed texts over a long period of time and 
are divided into three parts according to their subject matter—Karma (rituals), Upasana 
(worship, devotion, contemplation, honour and reverence) and Gyan (acquisition of 
truthful knowledge about the eternal, universal and essential Truth and Reality about 
existence which is the ultimate of all spiritual pursuit). The ‘Karma’ section involves 
doing elaborate rituals, doing auspicious deeds and taking righteous actions such as the 
doing of various fire sacrifices, observance of various sacraments, making charities, 
giving alms, adhering to religiously sanctioned way of life and diligently observing the 
codes of conduct laid out for the different spheres of life, such as the four Ashrams 
(Brahmcharaya, Grishastha, Vanprastha and Sanyas Ashrams) and the various classes 
into which the society was divided to maintain law and order (such as the Brahmins, 
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras). In short to strictly and religiously follow the various 
dos and don'ts of a regulated form of life so as to prepare one for the next step which 
involves worship, devotion and contemplation upon his chosen deity which represents 
divinity and ideals selected by him. These two phases lead to the third phase— 
acquisition of truthful knowledge about a person's true-self as well as about the supreme 
Truth and the absolute Reality of this existence. The main focus of this third stage 1s to 
learn and get enlightened about what is known as the supreme transcendental cosmic 
consciousness called Brahma by the Upanishads, and its counterpart, the Atma, residing 
in the individual creature as its individual consciousness. The realisation of these two 
entities as being one and indivisible from one another is the main focus of the teachings 
of the great Upanishads, and this leads to the feeling of spiritual fulfillment and having 
attained liberation and deliverance from ignorance and its accompanying delusions which 
translates into emancipation and salvation of the soul. 

The Upanishads propound and enunciate upon that pristine knowledge about 
spirituality, metaphysics and divine philosophy which makes Hinduism so unique and 
spiritually refined—an all-inclusive, open-ended, pluralistic approach which is tolerant, 
non-dogmatic and non-fanatical and non-bigot. They are unbiased and highly evolved 
intellectual exercises involving multidimensional logic, skillful rational thinking, high 
erudition and excellent scholarship laced with traditional wisdom and spiritualism. They 
are not blind and abstract dogmas but practical philosophies and guidelines to enlighten a 
man on his true nature and goal in life. The same basic truth has been expounded from 
various angles such that an aspirant or learner can understand the concept one way or the 
other according to his mental caliber. The various paths are open to him according to his 
individual temperaments and needs. 

The primary purpose of the Vedas was the spiritual welfare of the man and to 
ensure that he breaks free form the endless cycle of birth and death (or transmigration) 
and find his ultimate peace and rest. This was not possible in other forms of life in this 
creation simply because in the entire scheme of creation it was only the man who was 
given the needed intelligence and decision making authority and powers to decide what is 
correct and good for himself and his soul. But being shrouded in the labyrinth of rituals 
and complicated verses which were so abstract, mystical and esoteric, the real intention 
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was forgotten and the entire exercise was reduced to learning by rot of the thick and 
dense texts which became beyond the reach and comprehension, because of their 
complexity, of even those few who were sincerely inspired to unravel their secrets and 
inclined to break free from the cycle of transmigration. 

Then came the legion of enlightened and wise men who had extraordinary 
intelligence and deep insight as well as the gift of the language to unravel these secrets 
for the benefit of the human kind. They learnt and became enlightened about the 
fundamental philosophical dimension of these Vedas, unraveled their basic ideas and 
intentions by deep ponderings and contemplation, proposed and tested hypothesis, 
applied variables, corrected any errors they discovered in their thinking, retraced their 
steps and moved ahead with the new path which stood the test of methodical, scientific 
and empirical experimentations. When a successful method evolved, they preached it to 
their disciples in the words of the Upanishads. These doctrines enshrined in these texts 
are therefore a result of extensive and industrious labour, insight and research. Exponents 
of Upanishadic philosophy have indeed tried to explain their precepts in scientific ways. 
The readings of these texts have had a profound psychological impact on generations 
after generations. They have tried to present a remedy to a world overwhelmed by misery 
and tumult. 

These genius sages and seers liberally explained the great spiritual secrets to their 
disciples in as many ways as there were sages and seers. They lived separately in 
seclusion, or in grouped hermitages such as monasteries, and spent their entire lives 
meditating, contemplating and teaching these profound spiritual truths to their disciples 
who often were their own sons, as in Chandogya Upanishad, Canto 6 where Uddalak 
taught his son Shewketu. Sometimes even lowly men taught great kings, such as in 
Chandogya Upanishad, Canto 4 where the great grandson of king Jansrut was taught by 
low caste cart-man called Raikwa; or kings taught Brahmins as in Brihad Aranyaka, 
Canto 2, Brahmin 1-2. Often such teaching took the form of great debates and a question- 
answer session held during some great religious occasion where learned scholars from far 
and wide assembled, and in this congregation profound theological and metaphysical 
concepts were thoroughly discussed, debated and explained, such as in Brihad Aranyaka 
Upanishad, Canto 4 where Yagyavalkya attended one such congregation convened by 
king Janak. There were occasions where Gods have revealed some Upanishad to a 
devotee keen to find out the answer to some query pertaining to the great truths about 
Atma or soul, such as the case of Nachiketa who was taught by the Yam God (the god of 
death) in Katho-panishad. Then there is the case of Mandal Brahmin Upanishad where 
the Supreme Being, in the form of the Sun God, had himself taught Yagyavalkya, and the 
case where one celestial sage has taught another, as in Chandogya, Canto 7 where 
Sanatkumars had taught sage Narad. 

The Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad is one place where we find a long list of sages or 
seers (2/6/1-3; 4/6/1-3; and 6/5/1-3) who subscribed to the eclectic and pristine 
philosophy of Advaitya Vedanta (ie. the concept of non-duality in creation, of the 
irrefutable universality and unequivocal uniformity of pure consciousness in the form of 
the Atma or soul of the individual creature and the supreme transcendental Brahm as the 
ultimate Truth in creation) of which Yagyavalkya was said to be the most vociferous 
exponent. 
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The Upanishads are ‘evergreen perennial philosophy’. The Upanishads are 
forceful, powerful, stupendous, magnificent and eloquent statements made in response to 
pointed questions by the disciples (seekers/aspirants) who were themselves Rishis of 
repute. They emphasise the knowing of the ‘truth’, investigating and discussing it, 
constantly contemplating upon it and putting them into practice to redefine oneself. They 
have wide ramifications and transcend all religious and cultural boundaries. The 
Upanishads are divine words which reflect the glory of the intellect and the depth and 
width of the knowledge of India's ancient sages and seers. They can be read, thought 
over, taught and re-written in the form of translations in different languages (while still 
retaining their originality). They are not lifeless alphabets as such. They are synonymous 
with the supreme light of knowledge that dispels darkness of ignorance and is symbolic 
of life. Since the vehicle for transmission of the profound truths are words, the 
Upanishads emphasis, like the Bible and the Guru Granth Sahib (the scripture of the Sikh 
religion) that the ‘word’ is the truth, the reality, the equivalent of the Lord, the God, the 
Brahma, the cosmic ‘Naad’ (sound), OM, the very essence of life. The Bible explicitly 
says— ‘(a) In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was 
God (gospel of St. John, 1/1), (b) And the word became flesh and dwelth among us— full 
of grace and truth (John, 1/14)’. How stupendous, how magnificent, how profound, how 
succinct, how lively are these words indeed! Therefore, the Upanishads are not lifeless 
books but ‘the body’ of knowledge, ‘the abode’ of knowledge. The quest for truth is the 
spark that injects vitality and vibrancy to a bunch of alphabets which lead the path to 
enlightenment. 

The Upanishads represent the highest citadel of philosophical evolvement of 
human kind. The canons of the Upanishads are essentially teachings of ancient savants, 
seers and sages who were erudite and sagacious, genius and enlightened, and had 
scholarly acumen. They had enunciated the principles of the Ultimate Truth and Reality 
about this existence and the forces governing it both in philosophical as well as in 
metaphysical terms. These treatises were not merely hypothetical but empirical as well; 
they were the result of deep investigative minds which delved deep into the reaches of the 
unknown and after thorough exploration, investigation, examination, experimentation and 
application, they arrived at irrefutable, incontrovertible conclusions. They were pioneers 
in this field is as much as they delved into hitherto unknown realm of metaphysics and, 
therefore, can be called the forefathers of constructive and logical thinking as well as 
spiritual scientists. 

These sages/seers concluded, inter alia, that the physical world perceived through 
the sensory organs was not the real world; it did not provide peace and happiness to the 
creature. Since everyone wants peace, tranquility, bliss and happiness, there must be 
something other than this physical world that was the ‘truth’. This, they realised was the 
Brahma (or Brahmn). Where is Brahma seated? ‘Brahma is hidden in the heart and it is 
known by the pointed and subtle intellect’ (Katha-Upanishad, 1/3/12) and ‘The immortal 
Brahma alone is before and behind, to the right and left, above and below. This world is 
verily the supreme Brahma' (Mundak Upanishad, 2/2/12). 

The creature, they concluded, was not the physical, decayable, tormented body, 
but the pure, indestructible Atma (soul). This Atma (soul) is pure consciousness, eternal, 
peaceful, happy and blissful. This awareness was self-realisation. How is it obtained? 
*Self is attained by practice of truth, austerity, right knowledge and continence, self 
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control and abstinence’ (Mundak Upanishad, 3/1/5). The laboratory was their mind- 
intellect apparatus; the chemical for the various tests was their power of intellectual 
discrimination, and penetrating insight was their microscope. The fact that they obtained 
peace, tranquility, happiness and bliss as well as contentedness proved the fact that their 
theory was indeed correct, that it was indeed the ultimate Reality which mankind sought 
for. Their dedicated and focused understanding, outstanding research, analytical thinking, 
surgical precision and superb examples to illustrate their observances resulted in the 
pronouncement of doctrines having wide ramification and tremendous import. They 
disbursed this vast ocean of knowledge for the benefit of their disciples (i.e., 
seekers/aspirants/students), and through them, to the humanity as a whole. These 
doctrines, which are absolute Truths or irrefutable axioms, have been condensed for 
posterity in the form of Upanishads. These most venerated books are expositions of 
superb minds with matured thinking, striking in their clarity of thought and expression, 
are precise and clinical, have a strong fundamental basis that can be experimented by 
serious seekers as to their veracity and practicability, and have had a tremendous impact 
on western scholars who chose to study them. 

The Upanishads abound in beautiful imagery, allegories and similes. These are 
intended to make the concepts simpler to understand and more abiding to remember just 
like parables that leave an indelible mark on the man's sub-conscious. For example, (1) 
The Katha Upanishad has an allegory of the chariot—the body is the chariot and the 
individual is the master (Katha Upanishad, 1/3/3-4), [‘The chariots of God are twenty 
thousands, even thousands of thousands' (Psalm, 68/17)]; (ii) The Mundak Upanishad 
gives the example of two birds eating from the same tree—one bird is the soul of the 
creature while the other is the supreme Soul of the cosmos (Mundak Upanishad, 3/1/1-2). 
(iii) Similarly, creation has been vividly described ‘as a spider spreading out and 
withdrawing its thread, herbs growing and perishing on earth and hair on the human skin' 
in Mundak Upanishad (1/1/7). (iv) With the example of the ‘bow’ as the medium of the 
knowledge contained in the Upanishads, the soul as the ‘arrow’, and the Brahma as the 
‘target’, The Mundak Upanishad 2/2/2-5 stresses the need to focus on Brahma with this 
magnificent allegory of an archer. (v) The Chandogya uses the allegory of the seed of the 
tree, the salt in the water, the clod of earth, the shadow in the water, the God-demon war, 
the fire sacrifice itself etc. to highlight the truth about the Atma and the Brahma. (vi) The 
Kaushitaki Brahmin Upanishad uses the example of a wheel (hub-spoke) to describe the 
relationship between the Atma and the outside world (3/9). (vii) Honey or Madhu has 
been used as a metaphor for the best and the excellent virtues, and it has been used to 
expound on great metaphysical truths (Brihad-Aranakya Upanishad, 2/5/1-19). This is 
called *Madhu Vidya'. (viii) Similarly, the Sun is used as a metaphor along with honey in 
Chandogya Upanishad, canto 3 to elucidate the profoundest principles of metaphysics. 
These two Vidyas (Madhu and Aditya) are contemplative techniques used in meditation. 
(ix) The various elementary forces of Nature—the Sun, the Moon, Air, Fire, Water, 
Earth, Directions etc.—all have been used as metaphors to explain Upanishadic maxim 
and tenets in Chandogya, canto 2 and 5; and Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, canto 2, 
Brahmin 1, 5; canto 3, Brahmin 7-9; canto 6, Brahmin 2. (x) The Shwetashwatar 
Upanishad, 1/4 uses the example of a wheel, and 1/5 uses the example of the river to 
completely explain the concept of this existence. Stunning logic is used to explain 
complicated and profound metaphysical concepts in a step-by-step method in the 
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Upanishads. (xi) In the Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, the wise and brilliantly scholarly 
sage Yagyavalkya cites the example of the tree as compared to the man to describe the 
philosophy of death and bring home the point that there must be some intangible, 
invisible, indisputable and supreme divine authority and power that enables the dead man 
to take life again when he has been completed reduced to ashes on cremation unlike the 
tree which when uprooted cannot be reborn (canto 3, Brahmin 9, verse no. 28). Elsewhere 
in this Upanishad, he uses the instance of the earthworm leaving one leaf or twig to alight 
on the other to show how the creature leaves one body and enters another (canto 4, 
Brahmin 4, verse no. 3). 

In one of the greatest texts of Advaita Vedanta, the Tejobindu Upanishad of 
Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, in its Canto 6, verse no. 73-99, employs the clever medium 
of citing some of the most incredulous of things to argue that if any one of them is ever 
true then there are chances that this world can also be true. 

To explain the relationship between Brahm, Atma and body in a simple way, the 
allegory of the chariot is taken. The body is the chariot, the soul is the true owner, the 
horses are the sense organs, mind is the bridle, intellect is the charioteer, the two wheels 
are the physical and spiritual life, and their movement means progress in both fronts. This 
allusion is sufficient to explain the whole setup. ‘The chariots of God are twenty 
thousands, even thousands of thousands" (Psalm, 68/17), where the individual chariot is 
the creature. 

Furthermore, the brightest point in Upanishadic teaching is the fact that a follower 
of any religious dispensation can benefit from them— they aren't a set of meaningless 
rituals and dogmas but proven metaphysical truths that can benefit an afflicted mind-body 
of an individual because they help him to realise the futility of worldly pursuits, of 
craving for the world and its material objects which are indeed all perishable in the end. 
The alternative it prescribes is uplifting for the individual. These doctrines do not come in 
the way of his day to day work of life but only makes the life better for him to live. To 
quote Swami Vivekanand— Whenever you hear that a certain passage of the Vedas come 
from a certain Rishi (sages/seers), never think that he wrote it or created it out of his 
mind; he was the ‘seer’ of the thought which already existed; it existed in the universe 
eternally. This sage was only the discoverer'. (Complete Works, 3 (1970)/119.) 

The benefit derived from the study of the Upanishad is that the creature realises 
his true and essential form and nature. He comes to comprehend the essence of the vast 
cosmos of which he is a part. The resultant awareness fills him with bliss and happiness, 
contentedness and satisfaction. The Upanishad emphasises the importance of acquisition 
of truthful knowledge of the attributeless and infinite, but attainable and absolute Reality 
and Truth which it calls Brahma. The knowledge of Brahma leaves nothing more to be 
learnt. *Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth (i.e., trusts them, 
implements them), I will take him unto a wise man which (who) built his home upon a 
rock’ (Bible, gospel of St. Matthew, 7/24). Then, such a person becomes ‘ye are the light 
of the world” (Bible, St. Matthew, 5/14), obtains eternal life and bliss— *I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish' (Bible, gospel of St. John, 10/28), finds 
salvation— ‘The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants’ (psalms, 34/22), and such a 
person becomes one with the Lord— *believe me that I am in the father and the father in 
me' (Bible, gospel of St. John, 14/11). This is the final aim of the Upanishads— to ignite 
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or kindle the process of self-realisation in the seeker/aspirant and lead him to the ultimate 
Truth and Reality. 

The knowledge of the Upanishads frees the creature from the fetters shackling it 
to this world and provides it with deliverance and liberation even as a bird finds freedom 
from a cage and flies off into the vast sky. This liberation provides immense joy and 
exhilaration to the creature because it finds itself liberated much like the caged bird. 

Again, the knowledge contained in the Upanishads is like a balanced diet for the 
mind and intellect of the creature. A healthy and well-nourished mind and intellect of the 
creature helps to elevate its spirit from the greed, rapacity, ambition, dissatisfaction and 
yearning-ridden world around it to a hire pedestal of contentedness, peace, bliss, 
tranquility and a sense of fulfilment. Remaining oblivious of the teachings of the 
Upanishad would be spiritual deprivation of the worst kind for a person walking on the 
path of spiritual upliftment and enlightenment. The Upanishads are a complete 
compendium for an enlightened way of life. 

The Upanishads are exponents of both the ‘Sagun’ (formed, manifested, with 
attributes) as well as the ‘Nirgun’ (unformed, unmanifested and attributeless) variants of 
the same entity which the Upanishads prefer to call Brahm. Those Upanishads that are 
classified, for example, as ‘Vaishnav Upanishads’, come under the former category 
because they revolve around various incarnations of Lord Vishnu, while the majority of 
those that deal with non-dual nature of Brahm, or the Advaitya philosophy, are of the 
latter category. 

How misinterpretation of any preaching or tenet, or even a misconception about 
the ‘truth’, can have catastrophic consequences is very beautifully brought forth in the 
episode relating to Indra, the king of Gods, and Virochan, the king of demons, in canto 8 
of Chandogya Upanishad. Similarly we see that knowledge was not the exclusive realm 
of Brahmins, as many kings were wiser than them as is evident in Kaushitaki Brahmin 
Upanishad where we come across one king Ajatshatru and in Maitreyu Upanishad where 
we have king Brihadrath. Then we have king Janak in whose fire sacrifice sage 
Yagyavalkya had enunciated great metaphysical truths in Brihad Aranyak Upanishad. 
Even humble and ordinary birds such as a pelican and a swan had taught sages in 
Chandogya Upanishad. Not only this, this Upanishad tells us about a humble cart man 
called Raikwa who was wiser than the pious and enlightened king of the realm. 

It would be relevant to quote Swami Vivekanand here; he has said-* And so many 
rivers having their source in different mountains roll down, crooked or straight, and at 
last come into the ocean— so, all these various creeds and religions, taking their start 
from different stand points and running though crooked or straight courses, at last come 
into Thee’ (Swami Vivekanand, Complete Works,1 (1970)/390). ‘Without knowing him 
we can neither live nor move, nor have our being; without knowing this Lord of all, we 
cannot breathe or live a second’ (-do-, Complete Works, 2 (1968)/305). ‘It is through the 
Self that you know anything.... It is in and though the Self that you are known to me, that 
the whole world is known to me’ (-do-, Complete Works, 2 (1968)/305). 

The profound importance and significance of the Upanishadic teaching is again 
highlighted by the Swami, for he says, ‘We are taken, as it were, off from the world of 
the senses, off even from the world of intellect, and brought to that world which can 
never be comprehended, and yet which is always with us (Swami Vivekananda, 
Complete Works, 3 (1970)/385). 
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Swami Vivekanand further says, "The theme of Vedanta is to see the Lord in 
everything, to see things in their real nature, not as they appear to be (Complete Works, 2 
(1968)/312). Vedanta says that you are pure and perfect, and that there is a state beyond 
good or evil and that is your own true nature. It is higher than Good. We have no theory 
of evil... we call it ‘ignorance’ (Complete Works, 5 (1970)/282).’ 

The Upanishads advise mankind to turn away from the illusionary and transient 
benefits that the world appears to offer and instead aspire for spiritual perfection and 
elevation. The Upanishads' main subject matter is the essential nature of the world, the 
individual self and the supreme Self and their inter-relationships. The seeker begins to see 
things in a homogenous way in a different perspective which is rational, empirical and 
well thought of. 

The Upanishads, as we have seen, are based on sound, logical, rational, 
experienced and empirical thoughts and debates. They do not present any abstract and 
hypothetical religious dogmas but factual truths that can be verified, truths which are not 
only irrefutable and empirical but applicable in practice too. Though the language may 
seem outdated in the present context of the modern world, but gold nevertheless remains 
gold no matter what dialect is used to name it. They present a body of standard, time- 
tested knowledge, a knowledge that is in the verifiable realm, empirical experience and 
rational thoughts. 

The so many Upanishadic texts are not meant to confound and confuse the reader 
or the seeker of the truth in any way, but they only highlight the pluralistic approach of 
ancient sages to reach a single point called Brahma at the cosmological level (macro 
level) and the Atma at the temporal level (macro level). The reason for variations in 
narration is due to the fact that they were conceived and narrated by a long chain of sages 
and seers over a long period of time and spread over a large and diverse geographical 
area because they usually used to stay far away from one another, and their message was 
spread by wandering disciples and minstrels who would obviously employ their own 
language and style to elucidate and expound what they had learnt from their teachers. 

Further, these seers and sages had different personal experiences of the same 
universal Truth (about Brahm and Atma, about consciousness and life), and therefore 
they did not hesitate to put forth the Truth as it was revealed to them or as they had 
understood it. Their personal experiences and the contexts varied, the language used 
varied, the intellectual caliber of the disciple varied, and the most important factor in so 
much variation in the narrations of the Upanishads is the fact that this knowledge was 
verbally transmitted with no authentic written referral text to be used as standard. Verbal 
transmission has its own pitfalls, such as its reliance on words and memory besides on the 
mastery of the narrator on the language and his competence and skills to elucidate and 
explain the concepts threadbare. 

This is also the reason for repetition and overlapping of the texts. Since each 
teacher had a long chain of disciples who themselves started their own lineage, and since 
the same teacher had explained the same concept on various occasions, there is bound to 
be variations; this is very practical and acceptable as long as the facts are not changed and 
the truth is not tinkered with. 

Thus it is seen that the main thrust of the Upanishad is to light the candle of 
knowledge so as to dispel the darkness of ignorance of the disciple. To do this, a clear, 
coherent and cogent language and format is used— usually in the form of question and its 
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pertinent answer. This knowledge, which the Upanishad tries to disburse, is about the 
supreme Truth or absolute Reality which it calls the Brahma, which in turn is treated as 
being synonymous with the knowledge about the soul/Atma of the creature, the Nature 
(cosmos, universe, world), the very basic and primary forces that govern the operation of 
this vast and multifarious cosmos, and the irrefutable truth that everything emerged from 
and will ultimately collapse into Brahma in the final analysis. 

The Upanishads are like concentrated beams of laser rays—they are focused, 

powerful, potent, specific and surgical in their approach. And since the final and ultimate 
truth has to be one— which is Brahm—all the Upanishads' final goal is also Brahm. All 
tell us that the ultimate knowledge is the realisation of Brahm, and what is the 
characteristic feature of this entity called Brahm? It is eternal, infinite, attributeless, 
absolute, non-dual, all-pervading, all-encompassing, omniscient, omnipotent, pure and 
supreme consciousness which is the macrocosmic soul of Nature as well as the 
microcosmic soul/Atma of the creature. To make the seeker/aspirant aware of Brahm, 
about its true nature and essence, about the fact the Atma is indistinguishable from 
Brahm, is the basic aim and object of the Upanishads. They seek to define Brahm in all 
possible ways. 
The canons of the Upanishads lay a great deal of stress on Gyan (Gyaan / jfiana), which 
loosely mean *knowledge'. This simple word covers a very broad canvas of philosophy, 
metaphysics and spiritualism. In fact, it is akin to a candle or a lamp in a dark room. 
Without it, the seeker is left groping in the dark, and even in case he stumbles upon the 
treasure-trove in the dark room of ignorance, he wouldn't be able to recognise it and 
make use of it. It will be like being flung into the dark space of the cosmos in search of a 
lost satellite. Gyan is the candle that dispels darkness of ignorance. It leads one, or shows 
the path to wisdom and enlightenment. In the realm of metaphysics and spiritualism, it 
pertains to the creature's realisation of his pure and true form, to the essence of the 
cosmos, to the very cause of creation. It elucidates on the infinite, eternal, absolute and 
truthful entity which is Reality personified in the form of Brahm. This Brahm is, in other 
words, the cosmic energy encapsulated in the macrocosmic atom which is at the core of 
the cosmos, and like the atom, is invisible but stupendously and magnificently potent. 

Now, let us see what the characteristics which define *Gyan' are:- 

(a) Gyan is a proof, a benchmark, a standard in itself. It does not need another proof to 
prove it, or another standard against which it can be measured or weighed or can be 
compared with. That is, it is Gyan which helps to determine the authenticity, the purity, 
the substance, the truthfulness or otherwise of any given entity. Any worldly knowledge 
or any experience for that matter must stand the test of truthfulness before it is to be 
accepted. As an extended corollary, Gyan means ‘absence of ignorance’. In fact, the very 
awareness that there is ignorance, that ignorance exists, is also Gyan per se because any 
factor of awareness or being conscious of anything is synonymous with Gyan; it is 
equivalent to Gyan. 

(b) It 1s the 'super consciousness! which empowers the creature to be aware of 
anything—good or bad—at all. Without it, the creature would be as good as dead-wood. 
(c) Gyan is ‘self illuminated’ like the sun. It does not depend upon a doer (v), a 
cause/reason (+w), and action/deed (fx) or a fruit/reward/result of doing such deed or 
taking such action (wc). 
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(d) Gyan cannot be fractured and partitioned into separate, water-tight compartments of 
time and space such as the past, the present and the future or subject such as Brahm, 
Atma, creation etc. becasue every unit of knowledge is dependent on the other to make 
sense. It is seamless, eternal, infinite and without any boundaries. Even when there is an 
end and a beginning, their must be something between these two. Because 'nothing can 
be produced if there was nothing to start from, or without the existence of something, no 
matter how invible, subtle, esoteric, secret, imperceptible and incomprehensible that 
something may be’. 

Therefore, something ‘does’ exist before creation. Again, further, it is elementary 
principle of physics that matter can change form and shape but cannot vanish in the way 
we commonly understand the word vanish to mean—that is, to completely cease, to 
disappear, to dissipate into nothing, to have no future existence at all. Hence, when 
anything ends, it simple transforms or metamorphoses into something else. This 
*something' is there because of Gyan or knowledge which tells us that it must be there, 
and this is the elementary principle of science. This never-ending entity is the Brahm, and 
the awareness of its existence is called ‘enlightenment or realisation’. This something 
which is called Brahm is pure and super conscious because it can give rise to creation. If 
it 1s lifeless, it can't create— though, again, this creation also means a simple 
transformation of the already existent Brahm into another form which we call creation or 
the vast, myriad cosmos. 

This Brahm accepts the product of annihilation; it injects its sperms into nature to 
give it the spark of fresh life. Theology calls this the Atma, metaphysics calls this the 
pure-consciousness and science calls this the spark of life injecting the genes of the 
creature—all are the same in essence. This is what Vedanta means when it says that the 
Atma is one and the same in all creatures because the father who has injected the sperm, 
the spark of life and his genes into *nature' to produce this vast creation is only one single 
entity, the Brahm. 

(e) Gyan is the *universal truth”, the supreme reality or the absolute truth. It knows no 
geographical boundary and is not limited to any particular time-space framework. 
Whether it is to our liking or not, it remains the same—unaffected and unpolluted. 

(f) The ocean of Gyan has numerous rivers and streams of knowledge flowing into it. 
This artificiality has been created by man like the various canals that has been dug by him 
just for his own convenience. They remain Gyan nevertheless even as the water molecule 
in the ocean is linked and is similar to its counterpart in the mountainous glacier which 
feed the river which in its turn pours itself into the ocean and feeds the subterranean 
water channels of the earth. The ocean, rivers, streams, glaciers— and for that matter, the 
cloud, the vapour, the moisture and the dew— are all myriad manifestation of the same 
water molecule. If there were no such thing as water then all these will lose their very 
existence. Therefore, water is the common denomination in all the above even as Brahm 
is the common factor in the whole creation 

(g) In supreme, eternal, truthful knowledge, there should be no distinction between *what 
is to be known' or *what is knowable' and *what is known'. When the three coalesce then 
only does Gyan become perfect, without borders or demarcations, and complete. Since 
Gyan is seamless, transition from one to the other is also seamless just like the example 
of the sameness of water molecule in the glacier, the river and the ocean. 
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(h) The eternal, supreme knowledge called Gyan [here, Gyan is synonymous with the 
supreme Truth or Reality which is Brahm] has no cause which has given rise to it or has 
created it. Simply put, it means that it has no origin. The logic is this—suppose we 
assume that Gyan was created, then there must be something from which it arose, 
something which produced it. The natural question that follows it—what is that produces 
Gyan or where has it come from? To answer this, one has to have knowledge because no 
question can be answered without knowledge (or information). The very existence of 
knowledge to answer any question is a clear proof that knowledge existed even before the 
question arose, because a question needs a desire to know something and ‘a desire to 
know' in itself is indicative of awareness or consciousness which, in the present case 
of the Upanishads, is the supreme Brahm. Only living things can think and be 
conscious. It is very much synonymous with life. Therefore, it follows that Brahm is also 
conscious life. 

(i) Again, Gyan does not have the confusion arising out of duality— a *whether or not” 
situation; whether this 1s true or false. For example, when we see a lion in a dream, we 
get terrified. This lion does not exist but it does at the same time in the plane of existence 
when it was apparently seen in a dream. Those who are erudite and realised also know 
that this world that we see around us, similarly, is akin to that dream of the lion— false, 
deceptive, illusionary, and mirage-like. It is a situation of a *dream within a dream' like 
being terrified on seeing a lion because neither was there a lion nor were we actually 
terrified. And how do we know it? The Gyan is the only factor which can tell us about it, 
wisen the creature as to the facts on reality. 

(J) Gyan has no competitor or opponent to it. The lack of Gyan is also Gyan in as much as 
this very awareness of the deficiency of knowledge is due to the consciousness factor. 

(k) The form and nature of Gyan (the knowledge of the supreme Brahm) is indescribable 
and incomprehensible. It is beyond the purview of the faculties of speech and mind. To 
be unable to describe does not mean that one has not experienced, witnessed or tasted it. 
For example, the sweetness of a sweet dish cannot be sufficiently described so as to make 
the listener actually enjoy the taste unless he puts the sweet in his mouth. 

(1) Acquisition of Gyan which is supreme, essential, truthful and absolute knowledge of 
the Reality (Brahm in the language of the Upanishads) is like satisfied hunger. When a 
man realises the supreme Brahm, his quest ends even as a fully satisfied man has no more 
yearning for food left in him. In fact, he will turn away from apparently delectable 
delicacies. This gives rise to supreme, undiluted bliss, happiness, peace and tranquility. 
An enlightened man has no enmity, jealousy, hatred, anger, greed, desires, ambitions, 
ego, pride etc. He has simplicity and humility of attitude as well as purity of thought and 
action. 

(m) This is the aim of the Upanishads. It gives the supreme knowledge which is eternal, 
universal, truthful, absolute, incontrovertible and irrefutable. This entity is the Brahm or 
pure and supreme consciousness. It is known, inter alia, by the names of Gyan, Atma, 
Brahm and Nature. They are not limited to time-space-circumstance boundaries. 

The entities Gyan, Atma, Brahm and Nature are one and the same, are 
synonymous with each other, and are the ultimate, universal, sublime truth and the 
absolute Reality the realisation of which is the target of the Upanishadic teaching. 

Gyan appears to be apparently different from the other 3 entities—viz, Brahm, 
Atma, Nature. But even as the river, a canal, a stream or an ocean cannot be separated 
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from water, Gyan too cannot be segregated from the other three. It is a channel through 
which the latter are understood. Without Gyan, the other 3 entities (Brahm, Atma, 
Nature) lose their accessibility, significance and meaning, and vice versa. 

The teachings of the Upanishads can be broadly grouped, inter alia, under the 
following heads—Brahm as the ultimate cause and conclusion of creation; nature of 
Brahm and its counterpart as the Atma; what constitutes ‘truth’ and what was 
‘falsehood’; the evolution of this world, the philosophical dimension of the cycle of birth 
and death, and how to break free from it or overcome it and attain final liberation; the 
characteristic features and virtues of this visible as well as invisible world in its entirety; 
what was ignorance, what was delusions, and what were their consequences upon the 
individual creature's life and future; nature of the living being as individual souls; the 
mutual relationship between this individual being and Brahm; the involvement of the 
living being in this world and the causes as well as the process of transmigration; the 
ultimate goal of life, its nature and ways to attain it; the nature, characteristic attributes 
and definition of the one non-dual Truth that is irrefutable, unequivocal, indivisible, 
steady, universal and uniform. This is achieved by great deal of research in the enigmatic 
realm of the esoteric and mystical Brahm and the Soul by a fearless spirit to know the 
reality with an enthusiastic spiritual zeal. The result arrived at and the conclusions drawn 
were very astounding and had profound impact on the thinking that followed such 
research. These invariably lead to the establishment of one Truth which was an 
indivisible unit, the concept of non-duality of the consciousness whether as the Atma or 
as the Brahm. 


The message of the Upanishads finds a parallel in the Holy Bible also. The purpose and 
importance of truthful knowledge about the ‘Reality and Essence’ of everything which 
the Upanishads strive to enumerate and expose in detail is also succinctly proclaimed by 
the Bible at numerous places, for instance—(i) Fools die for want of wisdom (Proverb, 
19/2), (ii) They know not, neither will they understand, they walk on in darkness (Psalm, 
82/5), (iii) They will be blind leaders of the blind, and if the blind lead the blind, both 
shall fall in the ditch (Gospel of St. Matthew, 15/14), (iv) (Therefore), understanding is a 
wellspring of life (Proverbs, 2/6), (v) The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh 
knowledge (Proverb, 15/14), (vi) By knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all 
precious and pleasant riches (Proverb, 24/4), (vii) Your testimonies are also my delight, 
and my counselors (Psalm, 119/24), (viii) Through your precepts I get understanding 
(Psalm, 119/104), (ix) The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge 
(Proverbs, 15/14). 

By knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches 
(Proverbs, 24/4). Understanding the truth is the wellspring of life unto him that hath it; 
the Lord giveth wisdom. Out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding 
(Proverb, 2/6). Send out thy light and thy truth and let them lead me (Proverb, 43/3). Thy 
word is Truth (St. John, 17/17). 

The ‘fruit of truthful knowledge’ according the Holy Bible is—(i) For the fruit of 
the spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth (Ephesians, 5/9), (ii) Acquaint 
now thyself with Him and be at peace (Job 20/21). [Really indeed! This last quotation is 
the real fruit of self-realisation and is affirmed emphatically by the Upanishads.] 
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The Bible further says:--(1) The Lord is my light and my salvation (psalm, 27/1), 
(ii) God is light and in him there is no darkness at all (St. John, 1/1/5), (iii) The Lord is a 
God of knowledge and by Him actions are weighed (1 Samuel, 2/3). And where is this 
God? The Bible says: (iv) The kingdom of God is within you (Gospel of St. Luke, 17/21); 
(v) In him we live and move and have our being (Acts, 17/28). 

Regarding this ‘truth’ factor, the Bible says— (1) I am the way, the truth, and the 
life (gospel of St. John, 14/6), (11) Send out thy light and thy truth. Let them lead me 
(psalm 43/3), (iii) Thy word is the truth (gospel of St. John 17/17). (iv) The truth is great 
unto the clouds (psalms, 57/10), (v) That was the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world (Gospel of St. John, 1/9), (vi) Teach me your way, o Lord, I will 
walk in your truth (Psalm, 86/11). Understanding the truth is the wellspring of life unto 
him that hath it; the Lord giveth wisdom. Out of his mouth cometh knowledge and 
understanding (Proverb, 2/6). Send out thy light and thy truth and let them lead me (we 
have seen, are based on sound, logical, rational, experienced and empirical Proverb, 
43/3). Thy word is Truth (St. John, 17/17). 


Classification of the Upanishads 


There is an Upanishad in Shukla Yajur Veda called ‘Muktikopanishad’. It is a 
conversation between Sri Ram and Hanuman. According to its verse nos. 26-39 of canto 
1, there are total 108 Upanishads. This Upanishad further classifies them in verse nos. 52- 
57 as follows—(i) Rig Veda’s 10 Upanishads (verse no. 53); (i1) Shukla Yajur Veda's 19 
Upanishads (verse no. 54); (iii) Krishna Yajur Veda’s 32 Upanishads (verse no. 55); (iv) 
Sam Veda's 16 Upanishads (verse no. 56) and (v) Atharva Veda's 31 Upanishads (verse 
no. 57). In verse no. 27-28 of canto 1 of this Upanishad, it is clearly mentioned that out of 
the total 108 Upanishads, there are only 10 or at the most 32 main ones, but which ones is 
not mentioned therein. 

This Muktikopanishad also authoritatively settles one pertinent question—that out 
of the total 210 Upanishads available now, the ones which were originally part of the 
Vedas are only 108. We can safely assume that the rest (210-108—) 102 might have been 
later day interjections in the body of the Upanishads as erudite and prodigious sages and 
seers deemed it fit to further elucidate topics which originally were either not sufficiently 
explained, were not covered at all or were more focused on one aspect while neglecting 
the other. As has already been pointed out, the Upanishads were composed over a very 
long period of time— hundreds of years— we can only make safe assumptions based on 
some ancient text, and can never be certain. 

The Upanishads are repositories of supreme and pristine knowledge. Some of 
them are short (e.g., Kali-Santarno, Ken, Niralambo, Mandukya etc.) while others are 
voluminous running into numerous Cantos and sub-Cantos (e.g. Sam Veda's Chandogya 
and Maho Upanishads and Shukla Yajur Veda's Brihad Aranakya etc.). Some appear to 
be merely ritualistic and Tantra based (e.g. canto 1 of Saubhaghya Laxmi and 
Tripuropanishad etc., some deal with Yoga (meditation, e.g. Cantos 2 and 3 of 
Saubhaghya Laxmi, Yog Chudamani and Yog Rajo-panishad etc.), some have various 
philosophies incorporated in the same text (e.g. Jabal Darshan, Chandogya, Paingal, 
Subalo etc.), some have exclusive question-answer format (e.g. Kaushitaki Brahmin, 
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Chandogya, Brihad Aranakya, Prashnopanishad etc.), and some deal with creation (e.g., 
Mudgal, Aeitereyo, Bhavaricho, Chatur Vedo-panishad etc.). Some of the Upanishads are 
exclusively dedicated to the concept of OM and Naad (e.g. Naadbindu, Amritnaad, 
Mandukya etc.), some to the concept of the single letter incorporating the whole gamut of 
creation (e.g. Ekakasharo etc.). Certain Upanishads deal exclusively with the one non- 
dual transcendental Supreme Being as Brahm (e.g. Brahmo, Brahm Vidya etc.) while 
others describe this Brahm's different manifestations, called incarnations, in the divine 
beings such as Lord Ram, Krishna, Narsingh etc. (e.g. Ram Tapini, Krishna Tapini, 
Narsingh Tapini etc.). Some use the letters of the alphabet as encrypted codes that can 
unleash the cosmic energy if correctly applied as in the case of Tantra Upanishads which 
use geometrical instruments to harness the cosmic energy (e.g. Ram Purva Tapini etc.), 
while others use non-Tantra method to the same effect such as the prayer rosary wherein 
the beads are symbolically empowered with the divine powers encrypted in the letters 
(e.g. Akshamaliko etc.). 

The Upanishads are also classified according to their patron Gods. Those 
Upanishads dealing with the various incarnations of Lord Vishnu are called the 
“Vaishnav Upanishads’, such as Ram Tapini (pertaining to Sri Ram), Gopal Tapini (Lord 
Krishna), Narsingh Tapini (Lord Narsingh), Narayano (Lord Narayan, Vishnu) etc.; those 
dealing with Lord Shiva are called *Shaiv Upanishads', such as Bhavano, Dakshin Murti, 
Rudro and Sharbho-panishads (pertaining to Lord Shiva), Kalagni Rudra (pertaining to 
smearing of the sacred ash over the body like Lord Shiva does) and Rudrasha Jabal 
Upanishad (dealing with the Rudraksha beads worn by Shiva). 

Many Upanishads are exclusively dedicated to the worship of ‘Devi/Goddess’ or 
the divine cosmic energy which keeps the wheel of creation and destruction running 
ceaselessly. Some examples are —Tripuro, Saubhagyalaxmi Upanishads of the Rig Veda, 
Sitopanishad and Devupanishad of the Atharva Veda, Savitri of the Sam Veda and 
Saraswati Rahasyo-panishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda. An Upanishad is devoted to 
Lord Ganesh who is regarded as the chief amongst Gods and is invoked first at the 
beginning of any ritualistic worship or religious ceremony; it is Ganpatu-panishad of the 
Atharva Veda. 

The subject matter or topic can also be used as a criterion for classifying the 
Upanishad in broad categories, though we must be aware of the fact that these categories 
are not water-tight compartments or chapters of a college text book in as much as many 
spiritual ideas and different metaphysical and theological concepts are incorporated in 
any one given Upanishad. All the major Upanishads cover more than one topic when they 
are primarily focused on a particular subject. They are like a matrix, and a composite 
picture can only be formed by using the individual mosaic pieces of these Upanishads, as 
it were. Nevertheless, the main theme or idea in that Upanishad can help us in broad 
categorization. Let us see how it works— 


(a) The Upanishads dealing with the concepts of ‘Sanyas’ are the following—(i) Rig 
Veda Upanishads:--Nirvano; (ii) Sam Veda Upanishads:--Arunu, Maitreyunu, Kundiko 
and Sanyaso; (iii) Shukla Yajur Veda Upanishads:--Jabalo, Turiyatito, Paramhanso, 
Bhikshuko, Yagyavalko, Shatyayani, Subalo (canto 12-13) and Niralambo; (iv) Krishna 
Yajur Veda Upanishads:--Avadhuto and Kathrudro; and (v) Atharva Veda Upanishads:-- 
Narad Parivrajak and Paramhans Parivrajak. 
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(b) Yoga and Samadhi —i) Rig Veda Upanishads:--Saubhagya-laxmi; (ii) Sam Veda 
Upanishads:--Jabal Darshan, Mahopanishad (canto 6) and Yog Chudamani; (iii) Shukla 
Yajur Veda Upanishads:--Mandal-brahmin, Advaitarak, Hansa and Trishikhi-brahmin; 
(iv) Krishna Yajur Veda Upanishads:--Amrit Naad, Kshuriko, Yogshikha, Brahm Vidya, 
Yogtattva, Shwetashwatar, Akshu, Dhyanbindu and Yogkundalini; and (v) Atharva Veda 
Upanishads:-- Shandilyo. 


(c) Creation—(1) Rig Veda Upanishads:--Aiteriyo-panishad; Mudgalo-pansishad, Canto 
2-4; (ii) Sam Veda Upanishads:--Chandogyo-pansishad, Canto 3, Section 19; Canto 4, 
Section 17, verse nos. 1-3; Canto 6, Section 2-10; (iii) Shukla Yajur Veda Upanishads:-- 
Trishikhi Brahmin, Canto 1; Painglo-pansishad, in its Canto 1 and Canto 2, verse no. 1- 
10; Subalo-pansishad, Canto 1-2; Brihad Aranyak Upansishad, Canto 1, Brahmin 1-2, 4- 
5; Canto 6, Brahmin 4; (iv) Krishna Yajur Veda Upanishads:--Shwetashwetar Upanishad, 
Canto 4; Taittiriyo-pansishad, Valli (Canto) 2, Anuvak (sub-canto) 2 and 6. 


(d) Brahm and Atma—(i) Rig Veda Upanishads:--Kaushitaki-brahmin and Atma- 
prabodho; (ii) Sam Veda Upanishads--Jabalu, Maitreyu, Maitrayanu, Chandogya and 
Keno; (iii) Shukla Yajur Veda Upanishads:--Adhyatmo, Ishavasya, Niralambo, Subalo, 
Hanso, Mantriko and Brihad Aranyaka; (iv) Krishna Yajur Veda Upanishads:--Brahmo, 
Brahm-vidya, Brahm-bindu, Katho, Kaivalya, Ekaksho, Taitireyo and Shwetashwatar; (v) 
Atharva Veda Upanishads:--Atmo, Atharvashikhar, Mahavakyo, Mundako and Pashupat- 
brahmu. 


(e) The great sayings—Painglo of the Shukla Yajur Veda; Mahavakyo of the Atharva 
Veda; Shukar-rahasyo of the Krishna Yajur Veda, amongst others. 


(f) The concept of OM—This is a topic covered by almost all the Upanishads dealing 
with Brahm and cosmic Naad as well as Yoga. But Mandukyo-panishad of the Atharva 
Veda is exclusively dedicated to it. Similarly, the Upanishads dealing with Yoga describe 
the hearing of the cosmic sound called ‘Naad’ by an ascetic submerged in meditation. 
The Naad-bindu, Dhyan Bindu and Hansopanishad are some of the texts that elaborately 
describe this OM in the context of the cosmic vibrations which represent the cosmic 
energy at the core of creation and its running. 


(g) Uniformity in creation—Niralambo Upanishad of the Shukla Yajur Veda as well as 
Brahmo and Skando of the Krishna Yajur Veda are more emphatic on this subject which 
is a constant refrain of all the Upanishads that deal with Atma, creature and Brahm. 


(h) Classification of society in four segments and its utility and reason have been 
explained in Ashramo-panishad of the Atharva Veda, while Vajrasuchiko of the Sam 
Veda tells us who is a true Brahmin. Various Vedantic concepts such as Jiva and 
Parmatma, Vidya and Avidya, fetters and liberation, the 4 states of existence, the 5 
Koshas, Maya and Vrittis etc. are explained in Sarwasaro-panishad of the Krishna Yajur 
Veda. The concept of chanting Lord’s divine name in unison (called Kirtan) is described 
in Kalisantarno; the importance and significant of the beads of the prayer rosary is 
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highlighted in Akshamaliko-panishads of the Rig Veda; and Sun worship in Suryu- 
panishad of the Atharva Veda. 


(i) The Upanishads also cover medical field. As is well known, Yoga is a great way of 
keeping fit. Besides the Upanishad which deal with Yoga and meditation (see s. no. ‘b’ 
above), there is a Garudo-panishad in Atharva Veda which describes the antidote to 
poisons (e.g., snake bite) and Chakshusho Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tell us 
about cures for eye diseases. 


(j) All the major Upanishad dealing with theology and metaphysics are in a question and 
answer format, and some of the typical Upanishads which can be cited to illustrate the 
point are Prashno-panishad of the Atharveda, Brihad Aranakya of the Shukla Yajur Veda, 
Mahopanishad and Chandogya of the Sam Veda, and Kaushitaki-brahmin of the Rig 
Veda. 


(k) Certain Upanishads deal a crushing blow to those fanatical bigots who fight each 
other in the name of religion— e.g., Rudra Hridaya Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda 
establishes that there is no difference between Vishnu and Shiva, while Bhavano- 
panishad of the Atharva Veda tells us the uniformity between Shiva and Shakti. This is 
besides the umpteen numbers of other Upanishads that tell us about the non-dual nature 
of the Atma and Brahm, of the Atma and creation, and the Brahm and creation. 


There are other criterions that can be used to broadly classify the Upanishads according 
to the major topic or subject matter they deal with, or the aspect of spiritual practice they 
lay emphasis upon, e.g.— 

(i) Vaishnav Upanishads which deal with the worship of the various incarnations 
of Lord Vishnu as well as the philosophical and metaphysical aspect of each such 
incarnation (Garudopanishad, Gopal Tapiniyopanishad, Ramopanishad etc.); 

(ii) Devi or Shakti Upanishads deal with the worship and significance of various 
forms of the cosmic mother called Devi representing the cosmic energy and creative 
principle which is at the base of the entire edifice of the cosmos (Laxmikopanishad, 
Devupanishad, Tripuropanishad, Bhavaricho etc.); 

(iii) Shiva Upanishads deal with Lord Shiva and his various manifestations and 
their worship and spiritual significance (Rudraksha-Jabal, Rudra Hridaya, Shivo-panishad 
etc.); 

(iv) Purely metaphysical and philosophical Upanishads dealing with the various 
aspects of Brahm, Atma, how to convert the day to day life into a fount of bliss and 
emancipation etc. (Mahopanishad, Chandogya, Brihad Aranakya etc.); 

(v) Purely ritualistic based Upanishads (Tripuropanishad, Ram Purva etc.); 

(vi) Some Upanishads derive their name from the saint, sage, seer or ascetic who 
first enunciated them or to whom they are dedicated (Jabalopanishad by sage Jabal, 
Shukar Rahasyopanishad by sage Shukdeo, Yagyavalkya Upanishad by sage 
Yagyawalkya etc.); 

(vii) Some which are based on symbolism  (Bhavanopanishad, 
Akshamalikopanishad etc.); 
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(viii) Upanishads dealing with Yoga practices and principles (Yogachudamani 
and Kundalupanishad, canto 2 and 3 of Saubhagya Laxmi etc.); 

(ix) Upanishads describing the origin of the cosmos (Chatur Vedopanishad, 
Aeitereyopanishad, Mudgalopanishad, Bhavanopanishad etc.); 

(x) Upanishads dealing with the importance of the rosary and its various beads 
(Rudraksha Jabalopanishad, Akshamalikopanishad etc.); 

(xi) Worshipping of the various aspects of nature and seeing Brahm in all the 
creation (Chandogya etc.); 

(xii) The detailed explanation of the ‘Great Sayings’ of the Vedas called the 
Mahavakyas (Shukar Rahasyopanishad; Paingalo 1/1-12, 2/1-5, 3/2; Mandal Brahmin 
2/2/5, 2/4/4, 3/1/6, 3/2/1, 3/2/2; Atma Bodho; Atmo; Kaivalyo, verse no. 16 etc.); 

(xiii) Upanishad describing the cosmic ‘Naad’ (Naadbindu, Amrit Naad etc.), and 
the list can never be exhaustive because of the pluralistic approach of the vast array of 
metaphysical topics that the Upanishads cover. 
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An Anthology 


UPANISHADS DEDICATED TO LORD RAM 


And THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 


[Original Text, Roman Transliteration, Verse-by-Verse Hindi & English Rendering, 
Notes & Explanations.] 


APPENDIX 2 


Selected verses from the Upanishads 


(A glimpse of their Spiritual Philosophy) 


In this Appendix no. 2, we shall be reading some selected verses from an assortment of 
Upanishads that give us a glimpse of their pristine spiritual philosophy. 


(1) aaa aae sale aa eR sfafrarefatratse: | 
cats ag adime a Aaaa Adios: | (GEF 2/x/%0) 
A41— sad g wate waaay | (HUSUo 2/3) 


saindhavaghanavad anantaramabahyamekarasam brahmeti vijianam 
sarvasyamupanisadi pratipipadayisito'arthah / 

-------- tathā sarvasāstraupanisatsu ca brahmaikatvavijňānam ni$cito'arthah // 
(Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 1/4/10) 


tatha -- isyate ca sarvopanisadam sarvatmaikyapratipadakatvam / (Mandükya Upanisad, 


1/3) 


Ta TH 4 dd FH TA san ved Či ge Ta da d ēd e, sald TR U sim ar 
d ws ser wp, wder oum ug eq ae gūtie d ze fem a yas fear wur ÈI 
GEUR %/%/%0) TM sat We Bet vire wp A Sf ga al UH GI 
EH a fena A feat & 67 A seme TU PI gA 2/3) 


554 


‘Brahm is like a piece of salt— without any difference between its exterior and interior 
composition. It is the same outside as well as the inside. It is pure and uniform. It is inert 
itself but activates the medium in which it dissolves (e.g., it makes the water salty when 
dissolved in it)'. The axiom is stressed throughout the Upanishads (Brihad-Aranyaka 
Upanishad, 1/4/10) and 'similarly the science/knowledge that Brahm is one, uniform, 
eternal, absolute truth and reality is a constant refrain in all the Upanishadic branches’ 
(Mandukya Upanishad, 1/3). 


(2) werdwrgfed da snreged | dea ga cd fats de ofeaqurad |1 (Grafs 2/%) 


yadvacanabhyuditam yéna vagabhudyate / tadeva brahma tvam viddhi nedam 
yadidamupasate // (Kena Upanisad, 1/4) 


wir anit # ae arem Ai star fg ait freak znr sfreme ze 34 db qu gu 
IA sat snp femp ee golf a o wüfss sup at suem wu $, ae su TA di 
GN 2 /%) 


That which cannot be described/narrated by speech but which expresses itself in the form 
of speech (i.e. empowers the faculty of speech)—that is Brahm. Brahm is not the entity 
subject to time, space, circumstance and definition of any kind as has been made out to be 
by ignorant people who worship Brahm with these fractured, limiting attributes 
(Kenopanishad, 1/4). 


(3) fend wx art fast ga freno | esu sufuiossimeuerufe faz: 1 
(qvem 2/2/8) 


hiranmaye pare kosé virajam brahma  niskalam /  yacchubhram  jyotisam 
jyotistadyadatmavido viduh // (Mundkak Upanisad, 2/2/9 ) 


ae fe wur saga ced ae fens (sut) wur IRT A weal $0 E Ys T WT 
sA wet at rff yar m3 aer Či ad wu de € fe srt vad Či 


(qve 2/2/8) 


The pure and attributeless Brahm is like the musk residing inside the body of the deer. It 
is, therefore, called Hiranyagarbha. It is pure, and it is the very source of light and 
illumination of all that is lighted and illuminated. It is the supreme, essential and absolute 
truth and reality which is comprehended/experienced by those who are self-realised (i.e. 
those who are able to see or witness or experience the ‘musk’ in their navel instead of 
trying to search it elsewhere) (Mundak-Upanishad, 2/2/9). 
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(4) ere Aa wm feat E | aA RL Xd Cae GI 
(TATA SITE 6/28) 


niskalam niskriyam shantam niravadyam nirafijanam / amrrtasya param sétum 
dagdhéndhanamivanalam (Svétasvatar Upanisad, 6/19) 


si saga wed, wor ted fea e, ua, Reto ah AST $, sī aya wr Bah aia 
@ an foe fa se gat l de Ga) su fe we af 4 wn dumm i 
(sama SUIS &/29) 


That which is without any attributes/characteristics/qualities, that which does nothing, is 
inert, is calm/peaceful/tranquil, is faultless/taintless, is without any 
attachments/infatuations, is the best source of Amrit (elixir of eternal life) and is like the 
fire which glows without leaving behind any dark, black soot—that is Brahm 
(Shwetashwatar Upanishad, 6/19). 


(5) TAA Vue TS Tae Ta apa | 
send a sad spec feats dfc |1 usar 2/2/22) 


brahmaivedamamrtam purastād brahma pa$cad brahma daksinata$cottarena / 
adhascordhvam ca prasrtam brahmaivedam visvamidam  varistham // (Mundkak 
Upanisad, 2/2/11) 


aan, ueque, Araia, gad ved, Aa ue TWH AA Gb oe faa 4 
BT A olor mug eat San unn, Ws, cfed, id, sw ws a ada vara (ETA) wr 
ver Či ger a mu few cp galu wed zi ur a uot gu mud rp Va go (m fa 
Waa a Say ATT Gnd WD exu 8)! une faa d gated at arene Sofer mui 
a ép ama sies wu meum fefe enm $1 ges. 2/3/22) 


Brahm—which is Amrit (elixir of eternal life) personified i.e. is without death, faults and 
sorrows, is eternal and an embodiment of supreme bliss— manifests itself in the form of 
the cosmos/universe unfolding itself in the front, behind, to the right, to the left, above 
and below us. Brahm is the truthful and real essence of this vast, myriad 
cosmos/universe— both animate as well as inanimate. 

[To wit: All this is Brahm. He is an embodiment of Amrit (the elixir of eternal 
life). Brahma is in the front, behind, to the left and to the right, at the top and the bottom 
as well. ] 
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Brahm is the only entity worth reverence, worth adoring, admiring, honouring, 
praising, yearning for and an acceptable goal/aim of life. The creature gets immense bliss 
and supreme sense of fulfillment when it realises that the whole cosmos is nothing else 
but Brahm (or a manifestation, extended form of Brahm) (Mundakopanishad, 2/2/11). 


(6) mr Ars Xf per wd es ffe Tatas 11 (Aan SIE 2/22) 


bhokta bhogyam preritaram ca matva sarvam proktam trividham brahmamētat // 
(Sveta$vatar Upanisad, 1/12) 


Wr sd, asia sik thor mnl TOI wera wasa—a da feum ga 4 d di 
GANAR STATS 2/22) 


The enjoyer (the creature), the one that is enjoyed (the objects of the world), and the one 
that inspires (the Atma/soul)—these three forms are the extension of that same Brahm 
who is supreme (Shwetashwatar Upanishad, 1/12). 


(7) Gat Wr Se Ta Sad | at smear safer | SAT | 
afsfieraea | wee | fus safe 3/2/2) 


yato va emani bhütani jayante / yena jatani jivanti / 


fe 


qfi, fa, vou ain are fared ld € ge ga eT m ure cert sia wp vfi fam 
zu ma Hm PI sa dal GM chr qq. we ehm wp $ AN Sat «1 ft ad ae 
21am sila qvi mu d gad ous & feu cH d mb RI fata save 3/2/2) 


That which is the cause of birth of all the creatures, that which sustains all the creation, 
that which causes annihilation, that which causes liberation and deliverance— is called 
Brahm. All the creatures of the world are understood to be his extended form, the whole 
world dissolves in him and evolves from him—he is called Brahm (Taittiriya Upanishad, 
3/1/1). 


(8) sfera: Tad | storefa aa: | feres | acgatafs wm fW | 
ARRA safe 2/2/2) 


bhisasmadvatah pavaté / bhisodeti süryah / bhisasmadgniscéndrasca / mrturdhavati 
paficam iti // (Taittiriya Upanisad, 2/8/1) 
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SH A 4 Wa À ag got dl À om su d yd ses dar či A oup u sf zu 
ak Waar ya cea ti ah A da a ane fas us gfe Oe A OTe PI 
ARRA safe 2/¢/2) 


The wind blows out of its (Brahm’s) fear. The sun rises due to its fear. It is out of its fear 
that the fire, Indra and the fifth one, the death, runs. In short, Brahm is the supreme ruler 
(Lord) of the whole creation or world (Taittiriya Upanishad, 2/8/1). 


(9) TEST UAHA 3TTRIST: GY: | ATE: | TSR: | STG: | aera: Tat 
| fren sda: | seis Sages: | OT US AAT: | guis 
fore: | ava fA: Te: | STARR: Vat: | aA | se Ges ofa | fata soe 
3/2/2) 


tasmadva etasmadatmana ākāsah sambhütah / ākāšādvāyuh / vayoragnih / agnerapah / 
advhyah prthivi / prthivya ausadhayah / ausadhibhyo'nnam / annatpurusah / sa va esa 
puruso'nnarasamayah / tasyēdamēva Sirah / ayam daksinah paksah / ayamuttarah 
paksah / ayamatma / idam puccham pratistha // (Taittiriya Upanisad, 2/1/1) 


Ta 4 ATARI, AT XD WT, WD Xp afta, afta A SG, Ge 4 yet, yet p erem 
GHR sik sa, sta TST up Um 4 Te UH mu d fumo ah uf gei wf chi 
ug Å gat ge were tye AIT sr: Ñ ga d der « ae ga Ñ a oues 
Tfi state Mama, eure BS zem sd SS unes art TE ste dd A aa H art Wl 
Ami we art, Ws, SR, AA us we ZI ata: WC Safed TD sas G1 We n di 
Ta eif 4 sip yearn Ù ga WaT wT P, Was A FT TI gēl da eT WE d 
wgaect at fear et gat d em wat) fafa some 2/2 /2) 


Out of the Brahm emerged the sky, the wind, the fire, the water, the earth, the herbs, food 
and the creatures (that survive on these elements). Brahm in the form of the 5 elements as 
well as the food is present in and above the head, to the north and the south, everywhere. 
With the creation of the cosmos consisting of these elements, Brahm entered it through 
these basic elements. At the end, Brahm merged with or coalesced with itself once again. 
That is, it is like an endless cycle of creation and annihilation. Hence, Brahm is without 
an end, eternal, infinite and without any distinction between the beginning and an end. 
This Atma/soul of the creature is that Brahm. It is established there and vice-versa. The 
teachings of Bhrigu Valli are incorporated in these verses (Taittiriya Upanishad, 2/1/1). 


(10) Gerard ufa | dd TAI weed SUP Ted || 
(sqm SIMT 3/2) 
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sarvendriyagunabhasam sarvēndriyavivarjitam / sarvasya prabhumi$anam sarvasya 
Saranam brhat // (Sveta$vatar Upanisad, 3/17) 


www staat ou ēd nb ouo oue cheat & faut at ST are! P, D aaa rt, 
SI WH sit Had Fst ma 8— Sa THR TST Gb wo at afer 
(TATA SATE 3/2) 


Though without any sensory organs as such (i.e. without any physical body having the 
five organs of perception—skin-touch, tongue-taste, eyes-sight, ears-hearing and nose- 
smell, and five organs of action—hands, legs, genitals, excretory organs and mouth), the 
Supreme Being is well versed (expert) in the knowledge of the objects (of the world) 
which are the subject matter of such organs. He is their supreme Master and Lord; he is 
their Ruler and King; he is their ultimate point of shelter and refuge; he is the greatest of 
mysteries. One should take His shelter himself (Shwetashwatar Upanishad, 3/17). 


(11) 3% quta: wee ya yiyen | quie yorrera yiana |i 
GETIT 4/2 /2) 


om pürnamadah pürnamidam purnatpurnamudacyate / 
pürnasya pürnamadaya pürnamevavasisyate // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 5/1/1) 


qe Ufa FF VAI uH a HAA GOST SUD POSTTI GT À ufu 6, Ue snm 
ft su wore a wept $ ouf su qui dar u a ae qu fau wa gar Zi Wb dun 
d; qub TAT a lan cb sud Rep db Ou su ume 4 fou f um qub sur 
Jemen eb say TE wp e (HX BS Web| (GETAR u/2/2) 


Om salutations! That treasury of supreme bliss and happiness is called Om. He is all- 
complete (i.e. without any shortage of anything). This world is also fully pervaded— 
inside and outside—by him because this whole cosmos is created as an extension, a 
manifestation or as an image of that supreme Brahm who is full and complete in himself 
in all respects. By accepting and becoming firmly established in the truth/axiom/maxim 
that this whole world is composed of Brahm who is himself whole (1.e. unfractioned, 
unpartioned, complete entity), the seeker has nothing left to seek any further (Brihad- 
Aranyaka Upanishad, 5/1/1). 


(12) ASTES qum eat Wq | 
STET Wed: M ys Fara wears di (marae 2/3/2u) 
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ašabdamasparšamarūpamavyayam tatharasam nityamagandhavacca yat / 
anadyanantam mahatah param dhruvam nicayya tanmrtumukhatpramucyate // (Katha 
Upanisad, 1/3/15) 


at wee ted, unb eg, we ted 2; si aai, fea, enne, st Wed d Ui ud 
ad Wer dep $— JE HH AA WD st HIS We] È YG Š uer om feu uz wm I 
(Hara 2/3/24) 


That supreme Truth and absolute Reality is without a word (i.e. speech; that is, it is 
indescribable), is without touch (i.e. it cannot be felt), is without a form (i.e. is invisible, 
is attributeless), is without a taste (i.e. is bland; is neither good nor bad), is without a 
smell (i.e. neither pleasant nor unpleasant), is imperishable, eternal, infinite, measureless, 
is beyond comprehension and honour, and is truly, absolutely and irrefutably the Truth. 
When a person realises that Brahm, he is permanently freed/liberated from the jaws 
(fears) of death (Kathopanishad, 1/3/15). 


(13) mmaa Je aes far | Ae: was Teel a se Ra Teale di 
(Hare 2/2/22) 


manasaivedamaptavyam neha nanasti kimcana / mrtyoh sa mrtyum gacchati ya eha 
nānēva pašyati // (Katha Upanisad, 2/1/11) 


UE We Ga) we pu Gp a A owe fup si n ši zu sump Gp unm & 
arated ATT MAR m fiafta oa uus ot ae 1 ot zu UTI HOS ofa xw Wl 
cam è We WISI AY A Ve a rep ao € AR RLW ST SIRO ET PI 
(Harte 3/2/22) 


That essential and absolute Truth (Brahm) is worthy of being received (or understood, 
accepted, comprehended, experienced, realised) only by an uncorrupt, pure and clean 
mind-intellect apparatus. There is nothing other than that absolute Truth in this world. 
Hence, those who find duality in this world become afraid of death and consequentially 
take birth and have death repeatedly (Kathopanishad, 2/1/11). 


(14) 3 ager Tad aft arr rss sum ar 
Wer ASIST d Wad Fee TAM: 11 (Asamu 3/2/04) 


na caksusa grhyaté napi vaca nanyairdévaistapasa karmana va / 
jhānaprasādēna višuddhasattvastatastu tam  pa$yate niskalam dhyayamanah // 
(Mundkak Upanisad, 3/1/8) 
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ae fot, furem VEGA 1 at dat ou, + ait uo feft gad cheat a cb Te (uuu) 
T smear dp Gp ara wat d ft ae er set fear wm ua 21 Su aaa Yd UU 
Ta wp PAS TTT TOI WDR PER A Gud EU am Gd fod a cb te WT 


ti (qvem 3/2/06) 


Neither by the eyes nor by the speech or any other sense organs can that attributeless, 
shapeless, formless Supreme Being (Brahm) be ever understood, perceived or received. 
He is also not reachable/accessible by doing Tapa (severe austerities and penances) or 
any other diligent efforts (i.e. actions and deeds). A sincere seeker/aspirant with an 
uncorrupted, pure and healthy mind can see (realise, experience, perceive) that supreme 
entity by merely mediating dedicatedly upon (i.e. concentrating, focusing his attention 
on) him. And the medium of doing this (or achieving this) is the purity of Gyan which is, 
inter alia, truthful knowledge, enlightenment, uncorrupt wisdom and light which is 
synonymous with the supreme Brahm (Mundakopanishad, 3/1/8). 


(15) ues rem sameeraa | @rera sse &/3/2) 
sadeva somyedamagra asidekamevadvitiyam / (Chandogya Upanisad, 6/2/1) 


@ Grea! sm HD we um np afedta wa (uen eb osi rena sse &/3/2) vdddqg 
STEN HT UAT TM STO T TA TI 


Oh gentle one (Shwet Ketu)! In the beginning was the absolute, unparalleled and one 
supreme Truth (Brahm) (Chandogya Upanishad 6/2/1). [Shwetketu was the grand son of 
Arun and the son of Uddalak. | 


(16) Tae TA | Tea | Get AAAS Tel | (dius some 2/2/2) 


brahmavidapnoti param / tadesabhukta / satyam jfianamanantam brahma // (Taittiriya 
Upanisad, 2/1/1) 


Ta rit WH snp wp WD Gr Gum tl ZE Ma gl emm At Tet we fü e— gel wm, 
M BET sit sad Od (df sof] 2/2/2) 


Those who are well steeped in the truthful knowledge acguired by dedicated and 
uncorrupt wisdom are able to realise Brahm. Brahm is the supreme, absolute and the 
ultimate Truth; he is an embodiment of Gyan, is eternal and infinite (Taiteriya 
Upanishad, 2/1/1). 
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(17) Wares va May AA TAUPO 
fred fay wed ga ded aut. Rara ahr: gp GSAT 2 /2/8) 


yattadadre$yamagrahyamagotramavarnamacaksuh $rotram tadapanipadam / 
nityam vibhum sarvagatam susūksmam tadavyayam yadbhütayonim ---paripasyanti 
dhirah // (Mundkak Upanisad, 1/1/6) 


Rar Cb amr cata wem gat ZI yer adi at aaa, faa ae 61—71 ad P, sī 
aia, HM, aI ane X ed sae ot fics, uda curre, TIA Gor gem (dm), 
fay, seat uem ud RI! ga da at, vil ume WÜTSD ar MA «RU è, SR ok 
fas Jer us qun cad di ERT ?/2/&8) 


That which cannot be seen by the eyes and cannot be touched/felt by the hands, that 
which has no apparent or vivid shape, form or colour as well as eyes, ears, hands and 
legs—patient, serious erudite, wise and intelligent persons see that entity (Brahm) 
everywhere. 

It is eternal/infinite, majestic/almighty/powerful, faultless/taintless/blemishless, 
all pervading/all encompassing as well as is pervaded/encompassed by all, is most 
miniscule/microscopic, and is the imperishable, eternal and absolute Truth which is the 
essence of all that exists (i.e. all the animate as well as of the inanimate world) 
(Mundakopanishad, 1/1/6). 


(18) GT A "rd de AAT | wes Tal wa fakes 11 (HATTA 2/4) 


yanmanasa na manute yenahurmano matam / tadeva brahma tvam viddhi // (Kena 
Upanisad, 1/5) 


fara "4 * EMI HA Web a ded, feat wf A Wd gl TA ae al IHE ven 
aedt è, 3 al qu sep SAT GOAR 2/0) 


That which cannot be understood (or learnt), contemplated upon and thought of by the 
mind-intellect apparatus (i.e. is beyond comprehension and beyond their reach), that 
which empowers the mind-intellect apparatus to get initiated and involved in doing 
contemplation and thinking— regard ‘that’ as the ultimate essence, and it is called Brahm 
(Kenopanishad, 1/5). 


(19) «fadt zwar arene: | mme af TT 
(PAE 2/2/2%) 
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navirat6 du$caritavra$anto nasamahitah / nasantamanaso vapi prajfianenainamapnuyat 
// (Katha Upanisad, 1/2/24) 


‘St grata 4 fara A gem, Rar seat awr À web e, feng fur uuu d fn dd 
SST— BIH EU Td Vat WD AA Web St Na (PA %/2/2%) 


*He who has not renounced evil ways, misdemeanours and vices, he who has no control 
(self-restraint) over his sense organs, he whose mind and intellect are not focused in 
meditation and involved in concentration on the pure-self— such a person cannot have 
knowledge of the truthful product’ (Kathopanishad, 1/2/24). 

The above verse clearly lays down the condition for preparing oneself to become 
eligible to accept the knowledge propounded by the Upanishads. There is stress on (1) 
righteousness in thought and behaviour, (ii) self-restraint and (iii) concentration and 
meditation. These are the prerequisites for becoming eligible to learn the truth about 
Brahm and Atma, to be able to qualify as a serious student of Gyan. 


(20) Urea Ta Utsler WY | URTEGISTAHD TT at Weser quu wq | 
AGP, ASTI RA | UO Bea ARO Nea || 
(Harare 2/2/2829) 


etadhyévaksharam braham etadhyevaksharam param / etadhyevaksharam jnatva yo 
yadicchati tasya tat / etadalambanam $resthametadalambanam param / etadalambanam 
jfiatva brahmaloke mahīyatē (Katha Upanisad, 1/2/16-17) 


"e ae add sae ad ad own mp xf $a tt sen mI sme oT feat Tea È 
seat att fas aa $0 Fa SAH STOR 21 Web Ga Shas GERI 21 SUD SHOTS FT 
Toa SAR ATH Ta StH d wfenredd star 1 Hara 2/2/2629) 


The entity that is imperishable is indeed Brahm, and it is the supreme entity, the supreme 
divinity. The one who realises the importance and meaning of this imperishable entity 
gets whatever he desires. It is the best recourse, succour and solace for all. It is the best 
refuge/shelter for all. By fully understanding the import and significance of this entity, as 
well as realizing the stupendity of its powers, the seeker gets honour in the Lord’s world 
(Kathopanishad, 1/2/16-17). 


(21) wd det arent TT. Rr wath a ae aera | 
aad gaat at Td We. aaa aAA | PR 2/2/24) 
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sarve veda yatpadamamananti tapamsi sarvani ca yad vadanti / yadicchanto 
brahmacaryam caranti tatte padam samgrahena bravimyomityetat // (Katha Upanisad, 
1/2/15) 


faa we wr oder um de ad $a fe we wf g oor ur queni $ od feng 
ver. at mà & feu gere a wre4 fea sm t—ae ve (anim d) acer i 
(marea 2/2/24) 


That state (or dignified stature) which is endorsed and propounded by all the Vedas, that 
state for which all Tapas (austerities/penances) are done, and that state for which self- 
restraint (e.g., celibacy) is practiced— that is, in short, the supreme state called ‘Omkar’ 
(Kathopanishad, 1/2/15). 


(22) LAT él Weare AESA: AEST: WHat GAT: | 
agen fefe: HRI wat: TIA aa Cem at |1 AAR 2/2 /2) 


yatha sudiptat pavakad visphalingah sahastrasah prabhavante sarüpah / 
tathaksharad vividhah somya bhavah prajayante tatra caivapi yanti // (Mundkak 
Upanisad, 2/1/1) 


Sa sed g am gut uum wee wT mp freut freodt udi € sd wem È 
area, aret ga SAM Wen & sea semp ain gai vH ed wea e. eae 
2/%/%) 


Even as thousands of sparks originate and fly-off from a burning fire, in the same manner 
myriad variations of creatures with different behavioral patterns having different and 
infinite permutations and combinations of temperaments, outlooks, attitudes, norms, 
ethos etc. are created from the imperishable Brahm, and they, in the final analysis, 
collapse into/coalesce with the latter (Mundakopanishad, 2/1/1). 


(23) US fe SBT ST stat WT KARTI FAN GELT Hal faa Yea: U WX stat scaly 
uated | (Tare 4/8) 


pare aksharé atmani sampratistate // (Pra$na Upanisad, 4/9) 


TE GE Ter, WIS A TOT, GA We, GA TOT, Sle ASA GIOI, WA HS WISI, 
SIRE ae, ee ae rer, ferret amen wages $1 We arem won d ulated 
$1 (Rama 4/8) 
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He who sees/observes/perceives, touches/feels, hears, smells, tastes, 
thinks/contemplates/reflects, learns/realises, does various deeds and takes actions— 
verily, ‘he’ is the one who is the enlightened entity called the supreme Atma (or the 
Supreme Purush; for this Supreme Purush is the cosmic form of Brahm, the Supreme 
Being and the male aspect of Nature). He is synonymous with and established in Brahm, 
the imperishable, the eternal, the absolute and the infinite Being. [That is, Brahm is the 
supreme Soul of the supreme Purush. It is to be noted here that the word ‘Soul’ refers to 
the ‘pure Consciousness’, known by another name ‘the Atma’ also, both at the 
macrocosmic level of creation when it is called Brahm or Purush, and the microcosmic 
level where it is called the individual Jiva, the living being, the creature of this world.] 
(Prashna Upanishad 4/9). 


(24) amuia Feta mer ARASA wed: | 
qued Tata dast STI: Tae |1 (Gaara SUR 3/20) 


anoraniyanmahato mahīyānātmā guhayam nihito'sya jantoh / 
tamakratum  pa$yati vita$hoko dhatuh prsādānmahimānamīšam // (Svētāšvatar 
Upanisad, 3/20) 


ae xe di ofa xeu dump aS dd ala ger AGA up sila cel ecaedt Tw H fer 
Gal EI Gaal TA mud TS SU THs al ST Ū wp Mg Su ined ded Gd Wfeur 
A Ww Ga è Fe Ws WER om qub up fed Chr SIEG ST TAA WI MA WX GTI 
Z| (Gaara sum 3/20) 


That Supreme Being (Brahm), which is smaller than the minutest and bigger than the 
largest, is concealed in the cave-like heart of the creature. Out of the grace of that 
Supreme Being, when a creature sees (observes, witnesses, experiences and realises) that 
entity and its stupendous glories, majesty and prowess, it (the creature) becomes freed of 
all sorrows and tribulations, and consequentially, attains that Supreme Being who is an 
embodiment of absolute, infinite and truthful bliss and happiness (Shwetashwatar 
Upanishad, 3/20). 


(25) TE 3 a: (d dm weap vafā | fafa safe 2/6) 


raso vai sah / rasam hyevayam labdhva"nandi bhavati // (Taittiriya Upanisad, 2/7) 


Tae db wr Či waa a wise 21 fe ga Ù Se È dE ATG dd) SIEG 
Tara seq ur cum 8| seer feat die a ae e us eaa uu ok ga UTE 
fe Stat Gor | de ĪSU eror Yeu Heer $1 fata sufme 2/6) 
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The supreme Brahm is ‘Ras-Brahm’. The Ras-Brahm has a form and shape, hence is 
called *Roop-Brahm'. That Brahm which has the attributes of *Ras-Roop' in him spends 
his eternal life in bliss, love and happiness. His abode has no limits. He is an image of 
happiness as well as sorrows which are together called his ‘Leela’. Such a Brahm (who 
has these attributes— Ras-Roop, happiness and sorrows, Leela) is called the *Maveric 
Lord'. (Taiteriya Upanishad, 2/7). 

[Note :- (i) Rasa—juice, interest, enjoyment, taste, flavour, essence, pith, 
substance, sap. Here the word means Brahm which has an enchanting, tasteful and 
palpable existence. It also means a Brahm that enjoys playing maveric tricks in the world, 
or enjoys creating and annihilating the world as a past-time. (ii) Roop—form, shape, a 
body having contours. Here the word means the gross body or manifestation of Brahm 
which 1s, in other words, both the macrocosmic, vast Nature as well as the microcosmic 
counterpart of it which is the individual creature. This form of the Brahm is multifaceted, 
charming, enthralling and captivating in as much as much as it is beautiful and attractive, 
most stupendous and majestic. It leaves the beholder spell-bound by its limitless charm 
and myriad forms. (iii) Leela—magical tricks, deeds; mysteries; strange and 
unpredictable actions. Here the word means the sportily, playful activities that is 
observed in this world around us which are actually the strange and myriad activities of 
the supreme Brahm.] 


(26) wd akai Ta TSA VT IAA | AT BG HPA: Vel 
aame Tai vata ada: Ger vafa ow wd Hala (erem su fa 3/%4/2) 


sarvam khalvidam brahma tajjalaniti Santa upasita / atha khalu kratumayah puruso 
yathakraturasmimlloke puruso bhavati tathetah pretya bhavati sa kratum kurvita // 
(Chandogya Upanisad, 3/14/1) 


Ue ane faa foveas A ga ti seat safe, Ref ak va sat ga d gu Či gu Wen 
Har wm a Sun R waif yer frennmepP OP) gu Gne d yes snp fug 
armor da è aa at mae ot wm ci zufou ae Tagi Aree «ti wea su fu 
3/2x/2) 


This whole world is certainly Brahm. Its origin/creation, sustenance and end/annihilation 
are, verily, from, and in, that Brahm. Realising thus, one should become placid and 
tranquil (by temperament) and worship such a Supreme Being (Brahm). A man is able to 
(i.e. empowered to) make a firm determination/resolve—whatever he resolves/determines 
while alive, verily he does become the same upon death. Therefore, make this a certainty 
(i.e. treat the above fact as an ultimate truth and don't fritter away your precious time and 
life in doubting and pursuing futility) (Chandogya Upanishad 3/14/1). 


(27) $9 amem Aa feng Ta SUMI 
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AA ems spe WT ae: wer fae aay op (Guma suga 2) 


isa vasyamidamsarvam yatkifica jagatyam jagat / tena tyaktena bhunijithā mā grdhah 
kasya svid dhanam // (I$avasya Upanisad, 1) 


afs sumus Ñ SÀ ga UP Tsao BT Td è WE Ha ER (Wu) À ana Ra Salou 
$ fra, qW marge saat (uum) supr aur, fexto fb spp at OF at ger 4 ai 
(vare Safire 2) 


In the entire world, whatever animate and/or inanimate that exists, are all pervaded by the 
Lord (Brahm). Therefore, oh disciple (seeker/aspirant), you should utilise/avail 
of/employ/enjoy this world and its objects with a sense of detachment and renunciation. 
Do not desire to acquire (covet) the wealth of others (Ishavashya Upanishad 1). 


(C) Atma (the spirit or soul of the creature) :- 

*God is a Spirit, and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth’ (Gospel of St. John, 4/24). This quotation from the holy Bible firmly establishes 
the relationship between Brahm (God) and the Atma (spirit, soul) of the creature. Swami 
Vivekanand has said—‘Man stands on the glory of his own soul, the infinite, the eternal, 
the deathless. That soul which no instruments can pierce, which no air can dry, nor fire 
burn, no water can dissolve. The soul that is the infinite, the birthless, the deathless, the 
one without beginning and without end, the one before whose magnitude even the Sun, 
the Moon along with all their systems appear like humble drops in the vast ocean.” 


Now, let us have a quick look at the following randomly selected quotations from the 
various important Upanishads to see the characteristic features of Atma/soul (and its 
relationship with the Brahm):- 


(28) LT Wa Wan Sree Stated: | 
TAS Wer sme fast Semqdu || (GETAR v/x/*) 


yasmin pafica paficajana aka$a$ca pratisthitah / tameva manya atmanam vidvanam 
brahmamrto'mrtam // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 4/4/17) 


fra wis va snp à Ger, fex, tac, stax wem are emfe act) wur fn stearpa 
TTT Afsa 6—31 sre at a À STO Fa HIST EI (SESRUST ¥/%/29) 


In whom the five classes of beings (such as the Gandharvas, the Ancestors, the Gods, the 
non-Gods, the Brahmins etc.) or the five basic elements (such as earth, water, fire, space, 
sky) as well as the indescribable light (signifying knowledge, enlightenment, wisdom, 
erudition) are firmly established—he is the entity whom I recognise as the Atma (which 
is the pure self or supreme the supreme Spirit) and it is synonymous with the Amrit-like 
Brahm. (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad, 4/4/17). 
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(29) UK Fa Vala faaearacst Weq | 
Gagan fet 4 aha mae wq |1 (acs suf 2/28) 


yatparam brahma sarvatma visvasyāyatanam mahat / süksmatsüksmataram nityam sa 
tvameva tvameva tat // (Kaivalya Upanisad, 1/16) 


wp AMA useep aren e, few sp Wenp sae È, ues A ot ueneno aR fer $— él 
qu à, gå ae e aeg sue 2/28) 


The supreme Brahm, who is the Atma/soul/spirit of all the creatures, who is the resting 
place or abode of the cosmos (i.e. is the one inside whom everything exists; who 
encompasses everything that exits within himself), who is smaller than the minutest, and 
who is eternal, truthful, absolute and infinite—He is you; He is you indeed; you are Him 
(Kaivalya Upanishad 1/16). 


(30) areae urb deed xp sca MANTA Vaasa | rere STATE 4/c/v) 


aitadatmyamidam sarvam tatsyatyam sa atma tatvamasi $vetaketo (Chandogya 
Upanisad, 6/8/7) 


$ Aeg! Ūdgu «i we ws ws zt; VE Warp $. Ue SHOW P, BN we qs Gh (Sram 
sque &/6/w) 


Oh Shwetketu! Verily, all that is this; this is the truth; this is the Atma and it is you 
(Chandogya Upanishad 6/2/1). 


(31) eq wafer yaaa | dat reri warp faspp gg 
(Smart Safty &) 


yastu sarvani bhütanyatmanyevanupa$yati / sarvabhūtēsu catmanam tato na 
vijugupsate // (Īšāvāsya Upanisad, 6) 


wp ws yat at sme Ñ vb mun P an us yet Ñ open p tea tae 3 ga Wl 
Tad cared sm (exu) feudi ot yon set Hea! ExTame sume &) 


He—who sees all the five elements (i.e. the earth, fire, water, wind, space known as the 
Bhuts'—representing the entire living world, both the animate and the inanimate) in the 
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Atma (the soul; the spirit), and vice-versa—does not have hatred, malice and ill-will with 
or against anyone because he sees no distinction between them (because he realises that 
all individual entities known as the 'Bhuts', in their essential form, are the same 
Consciousness in myriad forms, and they are nothing but a revelation of the same 
universal Brahm in their individual forms) (Ishavashya Upanishad 6). 

[Note—'The word ‘Bhut’ also means the ‘Jiva’, the living being. The body of the 
Jiva is made of the five basic elements of creation—viz. earth, fire, water, wind and 
space. Hence, in its primary form, the word ‘Bhut’ applies to both: the Jiva as well as the 
five elements. Any entity is a ‘living being’ because, and as long as, it has 
‘consciousness’ in it; for otherwise it would be ‘dead’. This unique thing called 
*consciousness' is a common denominator in all Bhuts. In other words, this 
‘consciousness’ is the ‘soul’, or the Atma, of all Bhuts. Further, the individual's 
consciousness is but a fraction of the cosmic Consciousness that is known as Brahm. 
Hence it is obvious that there is no distinction between the individual Atma of the Jiva 
and the supreme universal Atma which is known as the ‘Parmatma’ or the ‘Supreme 
Atma’. 

Once this realization dawns on the mental horizon of the enlightened being, he 
would see no difference between any two Jivas or living beings—for the simple reason 
because he knows that the true identity of any Jiva is his or her Atma which is pure 
consciousness, and not the gross body of the creature. 

A very simple example would clarify this concept. Suppose we have five samples 
of plain drinking water that is contained in different vessels or containers of different 
sizes and shapes, and made of different materials, say from silver, copper, bronze, earth 
and china. Now, will these different vessels or containers in any way make a difference to 
the main thing of any value which a thirsty man is concerned with, which is ‘water’ in 
our example? Obviously, the answer is ‘no’; the man is focused on the water and not on 
the containers. It is the ‘water’ that he seeks, and not the pots which contain it. Likewise, 
an enlightened person sees the same Atma in all the Bhuts irrespective of the bodies that 
harbour this Atma. And just like a thirsty man who would enjoy his drink equally from 
all the pots, a truly enlightened person enjoys the presence of Brahm all around him in 
the physical world, in all shapes and forms. ] 


(32) V WT ST Ta fasta TAA: MAAT: SEHR: | (GETAR ¥/%/4) 


sa và ayamatma brahma vijhanamayO mandomayah  pranamaya$caksurmayah 
$rotramayah // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 4/4/5) 


Je sp amem è ae sup e, fas P, MMT $, ws P, epis $ sd samu PI 
(Seque 4/%/L) 


This Atma (the pure consciousness; the *soul”) is that supreme Brahm. It is enlightened, 
wise and erudite, it is realised by the mind-intellect apparatus; it is life and pure 
consciousness; it is endowed with a power of vision, hearing etc. (Brihad-Aranyaka 
Upanishad, 4/4/5) 
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[Note— Vision and hearing refer not to physical eyes or ears but the power to see, 
to look clearly, to observe, to witness, to have a penetrating vision so as to be able to look 
deep beyond what appears apparent on the outside and to be able to see the actual facts 
rather than superficial appearances. Hearing means to learn, to imbibe knowledge, to be 
able to separate the grain from the chaff. Hearing aids memory and intellectual 
discriminatory exercise because it is one of the channels through which information and 
data from the outside world is caught hold of (or accessed) by the computer of the brain. 
Hearing is a main data input method or medium for the mind, and this data is collated and 
edited by the intelligence apparatus of the brain to guide the action of the creature. 
Further, knowledge transfer is also done through the medium of listening and hearing.] 


(33) 4: Fay Hat fest Tara Yara cu waif sper 1 fagdes Ten dr D 
g: WT (TR AAAI d STCHTATHÉRTHd: | (qESNUTG 3/9/24) 


yah sarveshu bhutesu tisthan sarvebhyo bhütebhyo'ntaro yam sarvani bhütani na 
viduryasya sarvāņi bhütani $ariram yah sarvani bhütanyantaro yamayatyésa ta 
atmantaryamyamrtah // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 3/7/15) 


wir Ha vat ferr creer ous T 4 ice wee E, fene uenqg tf ze owned, fen 
U a VR OP, sl Ma cp om die war ue afta Tad — ae dd are 
aruit oga Vl (AeeRTa 3/19/24) 


That which resides (pervades) in all the elements but is unknown to (or incompressible 
to) them; that whose gross body consists of all the elements; that which regulates all the 
elements by the fact of it being integral part or inherent to them—that entity is called the 
Atma (soul, spirit), and it is Amrit-like (i.e. is nectar-like which is pure, pristine, 
rejuvenating elixir of eternal life) (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad, 4/4/5). 

[Note—The elements are earth, water, fire, wind, space. AII these are lifeless and 
inert as such. The factor which infuses them with life, or empowers them to do anything, 
to move, to act, and to show sign of life is the entity which is not inert, not lifeless as the 
elements. This live entity is what is called the Atma of the creature; it is the 
personification of the supreme Brahm residing in the elements and it pervades all of 
them. This Brahm is the driving force of life. It is like the battery of the vehicle without 
which it is lifeless.] 


(34) 1 sme fid ar faunu safe aya afc | 
erem Aa: mada YO A SIT SIAM VI | | Harte 2/3/24) 


na jayate mriyaté va vipascinnāyam kuta$cinna babhūva kašcit / ajo nityah $a$vato'yam 
purano na hanyate hanyamane šarīrē // (Katha Upanisad, 1/2/18) 
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f dau BT ST 4 ga ehm P spo: um P1 e fex d gsm e odo mud 
ale Am è said saat ae oR UI ard eb Zi We st, Acs, Tea sim War 
$i WR m AR a Woot ae set ATT Hatem 2/3/20) 


The eternal, infinite and pure conscious Atma (soul, spirit) neither takes birth nor dies. It 
is produced/created from none, and it produces/creates none. It has no cause nor any 
work or aim and objective. It is without birth; is eternal, infinite, truthful, universal, most 
ancient and primordial. It does not die even after the body is killed/dead (Kathopanishad, 
1/2/18). 


(35) smi ag: wat ya ay | ae ae: Baim ari ay sare aie am 
ASS Kad: Vesp GASH  NIURXDSPURSISHqUU: FST: | Saas Cd MISSA | 
STAT | Se Tee WAT (GETAR 2/4/%) 


ayam vayuh sarvésam bhutanam madhu / asya vayoh sarvani bhutani madhu / 
ya$cayam asmin . vayau  tejomayo'mrtayah — puruso X ya$cayamadhyatmam 
pranastejomayo'mritamayah purusah / ayameva sa yo'yamatma / edamamrtam / edam 
brahmedam sarvam // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 2/5/4) 


SH] HA Wat mp Wu EQ uer ug uw np m Wu GI gu WD] mb Spe: Um dum Ted 
fs $i AH STM us spp asia emp qe fara ÈI sae vf AUT T 
Uh ay aa saa qeu $— ae A Te e, ae cb oz, de Cb dat, de Cb ua 
ZI ETTE 2/4/%) 


Wind is the nectar (i.e. the essence, the moving force, the flesh) of all the elements which 
constitute life; all the elements are together the nectar of (the ones that give importance 
to) the wind. A radiant, splendorous person is present in the centre of the wind (i.e. the 
wind has a controlling factor in that person); inside that person is yet another person who 
is more radiant and splendorous than the previous one and is Amrit-like. Further inside it 
and at the very core of this second person is yet another divine, glorious self-illuminated, 
radiant and splendorous being which is called the Atma. This Atma or soul is the Amrit 
(1.e. essence, the nectar, the elixir), it is the Brahm, and it is everything there is in this 
creation. (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad, 2/5/4). 

[Note—A ccording to Vedant, there are three types body of the creature—viz, (i) 
The Gross Body—consisting of the food sheath and vital air sheath. (ii) The Subtle 
Body—consisting of the mind and intellect sheath. (111) The Causal Body—consisting of 
the bliss sheath. The Atma/soul of the creature resides inside the bliss sheath in the casual 
body. The Atma working through these three sheaths assumes different personalities or 
becomes different persons as referred to in this verse. Each state of existence of the Atma 
creates a situation in which an individual exhibits special characteristic traits. ] 
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(36) uw U wsm aa rep | TT ue U ST AAA Wear 
(Sram JM &/46/) 


sa ya eso'nima aitadatmyamidam sarvam / tat satyam sa ātmā tatvamasi $vetaketo // 
(Chandogya Upanisad, 6/8/7) 


ge À arm $, gu cb Ta que tl dE Wer è, AT P sik v vada, act qu Gi 
(Sra STRE &/4/) 


That, which is so minute, miniscule and microscopic, in fact is all this. Oh Shwetketu! It 
is the Truth; it is the Atma; it is you. [In other words, the reality about the living being is 
his Atma, the pure consciousness known as the soul, and not his gross body.] (Chandogya 
Upanishad 6/8/7). 


(37) éd TAMAS A HAY: | (GETAR 2/4/28) 


tadetad brahmapürvamanaparamanantaramabahyamayamatma brahma sarvanubhüh // 
(Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 2/5/19) 


ae "ue su qd ud sr $— ao ok amd U odes e, oe fers zer Ud yu È 
ain amer ane d da U feq $0 VE se ÉD War STIWS HS GIOI Fa ZI (Seen 
2/4/28) 


That Brahm is primordial and additional to all—it is devoid of all causes/reasons and 
action/deeds; it is indistinguishable from both the inside and the outside; it is free from 
the divisions/demarcations of space, such as being inside or being outside of anything. 
[That is, it is present both inside as well as outside of any given entity.] This Atma is that 
entity which experiences or witnesses everything, and it is synonymous with supreme 
Brahma (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad, 2/5/19). 


(38) VW x SH Aa: HAT mew Bae a: we wis U d se weisen 
"IswrTWIÉS uo Sea Patent a aaa eure uod smem Valent uw sere a 
A STEHT Wa UN OW ST uisu: | (ESRUSG 3/%/%) 


esa ta atma sarvantarah katamo yajfiavalkya sarvantaro yah pranena praniti sa ta atma 


(Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 3/4/1) 
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amaA 4 AITU A À FP) ‘ae At ame A vale 8 da see d 
qSr— Ue Wale mH wr 8? aara 4 n Ran TS A aT € owe wd 
aren sf è À amu d sofa AT è se M sme user «| À ga À 
samira sur € owe d£ a alee ZI SÀ sew À sean He è ae dl en 


Wd È (GEIF 3/x/2) 


Sage Yagyawalkya said to Ushasta Chaakraayana—‘This Atma of yours is the all- 
pervading, omnipresent entity which is resident inside all beings and is inherent to them 
(sarvāntara).” 

Ushasta asked Yagyawalkya—'Which is that omnipresent, all-pervading entity of 
which you talk about?” 

Sage Yagyawalka replied—‘Well, that which is the activating force driving all 
life is your Atma residing inside all. That which resides inside and drives the wind-force 
called ‘Apaan’ and activates it is the Atma that is all-pervading and inherent to all. That 
which activates the wind-force called *Vyan' is your Atma which permeates everywhere. 
That which activates the wind-force called ‘Udaan’ is your Atma which is integral part of 
all. It is your Atma that resides inside all beings as an integral life-giving, life-sustaining 
force.’ (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad, 3/4/1). 

[Note—The three wind forces referred in this verse are the following:- (a) 
Apaan—the wind which passes through the anus; hear signifying the digestive and 
excretory functions. (b) Vyan—the vital air which pervades throughout the body; that 
which maintains the equilibrium between the forces inside and outside of the body. (c) 
Udaan—the air which helps the body to rise up and move, which is a sure sign of life in 
the otherwise gross and dead body.] 


(39) JR: |1 RAER Vada Za: Sg AAT d Wenden weder 4 fesmdfésmn 
Sm: | UN a STAT AAAS Sed Ta STIS STM | 
(qecRU33 3/%/ 2) 


---sarvāntarah / na drstérdrastaram pasyérna Srutéh śrōtāram srnuya na 
matermantaram manvitha na  vijüatervijfiataram vijānīpāh / esa ta  atma 
sarvantaro'to'nyadartam tato hosasta$cakrayana upararam // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 


3/4/2) 


ae Wt aren Tae $1 qp su dit 4 mer at tet ča wea qp ga 4 hp at adi 
UA Fadl g Aft 4 AAT ST Aaa Fel cx Gaal qp faa 4 fama cep WD SH Gad 
at ane wale $1 sae fa Ge mI È Fe GAR AIT Set WS À OUI 
qea 3/%/ 2) 
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This Atma of yours is all-pervading, integral to all life and a resident inside all beings. 
You cannot see the one who empowers the faculty of sight to see. You cannot hear the 
one who hears the sound of the Vedas. You cannot grasp and comprehend the one who 
regulates the mind and intellect. You cannot know the one who is an expert in the science 
and art of knowledge. This Atma of yours is all-pervading, omnipresent, inherent and an 
integral part of all life as well as non-life. Anything besides it is perishable, a non- 
existent entity’. Hearing this, Chakrayan Ushata fell silent (Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, 
3/4/2). 


(40) ag @ «do: pia: wes maA lama sea MAAE GIO TT 
Galma À aAA d ST Kam: | p aA AA ASAT We 
are St yA | (aF 3/4/2) 


atha hainam  kaholah  kausitakeyah papraccha  yajfiavalkyeti hōvāca  yadeva 
saksadaparokshadbrahma ya ātmā sarvāntarastam mē vyacaksvetyesa ta atma 


= o: v= 


mrtumatyeti // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 3/5/1) 


sud Ta cenar Hele 4 er" dega! aT Hf Tear sala ga sik af 
SIT È, susp ew UE VT egmesp PU 1 SD T CD] mer— He di orem wien 
VIN Wo we 3 qr Wor? useesd!| de ws wh ur $2! ds uzaug 1 
FIs sm, wm, We, We, F, qe Uo wi a wx dd sme Val 8 Gera 
3/4/%) 


After that, Kaushitakeya Kahol said —Oh Yagyawalkya! Whosoever or whatsoever is 
the unmanifest, unapparent, attributeless Brahm and the all-pervading, inherent to all 
creatures and their integral part, the entity called Atma—do explain/describe them to me”. 
Sage Yagyawalkya replied—‘This Atma of yours is the all-pervading, integral part of all 
and resident inside all”. 

Kahol asked again—‘Oh Yagyawalkya! Which is that entity that is all-pervading, 
an integral part of everything, omnipresent and a resident inside all life forces?” 
Yagyawalkya  replied—'That which is free from hunger, thirst, sorrows, 
attachments/infatuations/delusions, old age/disintegration/decay/disease as well as death 
is your Atma' (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad, 3/5/1). 


(41) Feat GTA ST STH ATRI GUT B eq | sea wur fe war 
a uated aaa: etre: 1 wenps mfg asd Beda cen faa Sema: | Wanemeguut 
SATS GA TU wed PITA 11 SAA 3/2 /4ok) 
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satyena labhyastapasa hyesa atma samyagjhanéna brahmacaryena nityam / antahšarīrē 
jyotirmayo hi Subhro yam pa$yanti yatayah ksinadosah // 

satyameva jayati nanrtam satyena pantha vitato devayanah / yenakramantyrsayo 
hyaptakama yatra tatsatyasya paramam nidhanam // (Mundkak Upanisad, 3/1/506) 


SU Ys, fa smcm A U, qw, snp six sra ui HI wa fea wm usum zl 
saat cf enr fenrer ety sfr at mar P sme aie Gad Pa weg at a fase didi è, 
qe at gēli ge taga ue m gēl NOT GO SU WX Fea STIS GEÉDTUD aT 
4 3H WHR R Wis di AAR 2/2/u0&) 


This self-illuminated, pure and uncorrupt Atma—which the faultless ascetics see inside 
their inner-self or inner-core— can only be known or understood or attained or achieved 
by observing truthfulness, doing Tapa (austerities/penances), acquiring Gyan (truthful 
knowledge) and observing Brahmacharya (celibacy and self-restraint). Truth only 
triumphs, not falsehood. This highway leading to the abode of Gods— by following 
which contented sages and seers reach that supreme abode of the Truth—is opened or 
accessed or available only by the key of ‘truth’. (Mundakopanishad, 3/1/506). 


(42) 3i wale data Gm st car sat aria. wd dega | (Gee 2/%/6) 


edam brahmēdam  kshatramime lokā eme déva emani bhūtānīdam  sarvam 
yadayamatma // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 2/4/6) 


(amacea + Haat Gp a) ‘ae mer ofa, e sfr cur d cum, ae cam, WC 
TMT sk WE TI BSW A È Ya Sem dēl (qnse 2/%/6) 


(Sage Yagyawalkya said to Maitreyi, his wife—) "The Brahmin class, the Khastriya class, 
the whole world, the Gods, the spirits, the elements as well as all that exists are noting 
else but a manifestation of the Atma' (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad, 2/4/6). 


(43) a age: stadt ota aaa AAA fm d 
TARAS AS Aer TH eee STePTSTUGTO | (qegRUSa Says 3/6/33) 
adrsto drastāšrutah  $rotamato mantavijhato vijňātā nānyētē'sti vijnātaisa ta 
atmantaryamyamrtoto'nyadartam tato hodyalaka arunirupararama // (Brhadaranyak 
Upanisad, 3/7/23) 


ae feat 4 a oer fp tat grep C. ware 4 R3 STO fe GR OT tl AA A 
fase + St oer faq TA KE oer ZI fase ad X CLP STO fg farsu wu d ou 
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att g SAA ae $0 We Gent an aai aa 21 saa fa Gen) Wa TAAT 
21 ea T 3/6/33) 


That divine entity is not visible, but it sees/watches/observes everything. It cannot be 
heard, but it hears everything. It is not the subject of discussion or object of 
comprehension, but it comprehends and understands everything. It cannot be known, but 
it knows everything well. Such an ‘entity’ is your Atma (pure consciousness) which is an 
embodiment of Amrit (elixir of eternal life), and it resides within you. Excepting this 
eclectic and divine entity, everything else is perishable. (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad 
3/7/23). 


(44) a: Pa fray fa ant b fae a de weg AA vw a: faa 
GATT A STATI: || aea SA 3/ 8/3) 


yah prthivyam tisthan prthivya antaro yam prthivī na veda vasya prthivī sharīram yah 
prthivimantaro yamayatyesa ta atmantaryamyamrtah // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 3/7/3) 


si get d vex wer 8 M feni yet gel oad, fermer vedi wr $ sd sī Yet om 
AR wat soar PMA cum €— ad get suem è ak ae arate ame di 
(Geena aqu 3/ 9/3) 


That which resides in the earth but is unknown to the latter (i.e. the earth-element is 
unaware that ‘it’ resides in or pervades it); that whose body is the earth and that which 
controls/regulates the earth (i.e. its activities)—that entity is your Atma/soul which 
resides in you and is Amrit-like. [These are the words of sage Yagyawalkya for Uddalak, 
the son of Arun.] (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad 3/7/3). 


(45) U WT UT MEMS 3memmsHIsmisgdnwgr gamma d emm. fe 
d sep vata g wd da | (gegen w/x/3u) 


sa và esa mahanaja atmajaro'maro'mrto'bhayo brahmabhayam vai brahmabhayam hi vai 
brahma bhavati ya evam veda // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 4/4/25) 


ae "E WEM SA SST, SIN, AH, STWS Us sp 81 fu A ga snm | sī S 
VaR WAT E OE Baya sys Ta Wb St SAT ÈI (GETTE w/ 4/29) 


This Atma is without a birth; it does not grow old and it does not become diseased. It is 
an embodiment of Amrit, is fearless and is an embodiment, image or personification of 
the supreme Brahm. Certainly Brahm is fearless. One who understands or realises this 
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basic tenet becomes fearless (ie. as fearless as) Brahm himself. (Brihad-Aranyaka 
Upanishad, 4/4/25). 


(46) 9X. Wd ACTA | (ERTE 3/X/&, ¥/4/\) 
edam sarvam yadayamatma // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 2/4/6; 4/5/7) 


"E Ha sre A PI (genu 2/x/&, «/u/9) 


All this is the Atma (the soul of the creature) (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad, 2/4/6, 4/5/7). 


(47) aÀ wae | (Sram STATS 6/3u/3) 
atmaivedam sarvam // (Chandogya Upanisad, 7/25/2) 


set St Fe Ws 81 (RTS STAGE v/24/2) 


‘Atma’ is all that there is (in reality in this world; it is the real and the true ‘essence’ in 
this creation, and without the ‘essence’ the rest would be hollow and devoid of any pith). 
(Chandogya Upanishad 7/25/2). 


(48)  wdde. wdu | (qfüg ato 6/3) 
brahmaivedam sarvam // (Nrsimha Upanisad, 7/3) 


Fa ébue us ZI (dfe Sto 6/3) 


Brahm is all this (Nrisingh Upanishad 7/3). 


(49) Ws Ta | (go Yo 2/2) 
prajfianam brahma // (Sukarasya Upanisad, 2/1) 


Wa bep ÈI (Yo Xo 2/2) 


Truthful knowledge and enlightenment is indeed Brahm. [That is, knowledge, especially 
one that is true and deep, without any sort of taint and bias, is a personified form of 
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Brahm. In other words, one who has true spiritual knowledge, one who is spiritually wise, 
self-realised and enlightened, is someone who represents Brahm. ] (Shuk Rahasya, 2/1). 


(50) Tā | (Sram sA &/6/6, 4/8/%, &/2%/3) 
tattvamasi // (Chandogya Upanisad, 6/8/7, 6/1/4, 6/14/3) 


aå q tl (gram sume &/6/6, /8/%, 8/%%/2) 


‘That’ is you! [To wit, the teacher tells his learned disciple who has become enlightened 
and self-realised, that once he has attained this enlightened and exalted state of existence, 
he has become one with Brahm. Once ignorance and delusions are eliminated, the Jiva, 
the living being, realizes that his true identity is the ‘Atma’, which is pure consciousness, 
and this Atma is, in essence, the same as the Supreme Atma known as Brahm, or the 
Parmatma. See serial numbers 51-53 herein below.] (Chandogya Upanishad 6/8/7, 6/1/4, 
6/14/3). 


(51) SAAT Fa | (Geaa 2/4/28) 
ayamatma brahma // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 2/5/19) 


"E set Éb Fa Si TTAF 2/4/22) 


This Atma (the pure conscious soul of the living being) is the Brahm (personified). [Refer 
serial number 50 herein above, and 52-53 below.] (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad, 2/5/19). 


(52) sé Tae | (qea 2/%/20) 
aham brahmasmi // (Brhadaranyak Upanisad, 1/4/10) 


T we El (Gema ?//20) 


‘I am Brahm’. [Refer serial numbers 49-51 herein above. This is an honest and truthful 
declaration made by a self-realised and enlightened spiritual seeker when he understands 
who he actually is, and what the meaning is of all the teachings of the Upanishads taken 
together. It is understood that there is no pretention, conceit, self-praise, haughtiness or 
ego involved in this exclamation.] (Brihad-Aranyaka Upanishad, 1/4/10). 


'You are I and Iam you'— Saint Angelo of Foligno 
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Emancipation, Salvation and Beatitude :- 


The Holy Bible says:-- 

Verily, verily, I say unto you—he that heareth my word and believeth on Him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from 
death unto life (Gospel of St. John, 5/24), (2) I am the bread of life; he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger and he that beliveth on me shall never thirst (-do-, 6/35), (3) That 
everyone which seeth the Son and believeth on him may have everlasting life, and I will 
raise him up at the last day (-do-, 6/40), (4) I give unto them eternal life and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hands. My Father, which gave 
them me, is greater than all, and no one is able to pluck them out of my Father's hands (- 
do-, 10/28-29), (5) Acquaint now thy self with Him and be at peace (Bible, Job, 22/21). 


Next, let us have a brief look at the following randomly selected quotations from the 
various important Upanishads to see the definition and characteristic features of 
Emancipation, Salvation, Bliss and Beatitude :- 


(53) ser dd wdurmaerfs: sfr Fage: | GANAR SITE 2/22) 


jiiātvā dēvam sarvapāšāpahānih kshinaih kleSairjanmamrtuprahanih // (Svētāšvatar 
Upanisad, 1/11) 


TTT Ta A SAR USD TRA He sd Eq golf % SUD EBD K org a Ag À 
Seam fre ara | (sdamnn SAAS 2/22) 


Upon realisation of the essence of the Supreme Being (Brahm), all the fetters that shackle 
the creature are broken. When sorrows, distresses, miseries, trouble, tribulation and 
torments of all kinds are dispelled (i.e. they disintegrate), the creature finds liberation 
from the cycle of birth and death; it attains emancipation and salvation. (Shwetashwatar 
Upanishad, 1/11). 


(54) atten Ys Yau Tete safe qus mien stem safe aa di 
(Harare 2/2/24) 


yathodakam suddhé suddhamāsiktam tagrgeva bhavati / avam munērvijānata ātmā 
bhavati gautama // (Katha Upanisad, 2/1/15) 


(ARTS aad d A) "PTA yar AAC sno Ñ doi se WS sik D ala CST 
ae flea fe a ora P, set yar S TA asia ahaa, us HDD Weng db ous 
GS 8—51 VaR FT ae A at src rep HT VIA at sat e. sTSÍQ ae Vaga d 


fires set HBT wp at oa PU Harare 2/2/24) 
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Yam, the God of death, tells Nachiketa of the Gautam-clan, 'Oh Gautam! Even as the rain 
falling from the clouds in every direction is basically and inherently pure and clear (i.e. it 
is chemically as pure as the water molecules that forms the cloud) though it appears to be 
dirty, muddy, filthy etc. according to the ground on which it falls, but after its merger 
with pure water, there appears to be no distinction between this water and the water that 
forms the clouds. Similarly, the realisation that the Supreme Being (Brahm) is the 
ultimate pure and absolute truth enables the sage's Atma (spirit, soul) to become one with 
it (Le. the Atma becomes one with the supreme Brahm, finds sanctuary with him and 
becomes as pure and uncorrupt as the latter)' (Kathopanishad, 2/1/15). 


(55) Y Raam Ta TH ga fava fed fa gay | 
ST Fer d ATT spenqeRredisr SEO 1 ge 3/2/2) 


sa vedaitatparamam brahma dhāma yatra vi$vam nihitam bhati Subhram / 
upāsatē purusam ye hyakāmāstē sukramētadativartanti dhīrāh // (Mundkak Upanisad, 


3/2/1) 


"E PTT WIS TST TST EU MA TT Ud YS GMT Gp sm Gur È feni aa 
aa frr gem yia deat dg ot eni cff fee dd VEGA at sea GI È FE 
gan midia zu sm A sia Sat ti (ques 3/2/2) 


That selfless person realises that the most pure and self-illuminated ‘abode of Brahm’ is 
the place in which the whole cosmos appears to be established. Any wise, erudite, 
sagacious, enlightened and intelligent seeker/aspirant who adores, honours and worships 
this Supreme Being (Brahm) is able to conquer (1.e. crossover from) this world consisting 
of such despicable things as mucous and sperms (i.e. a world consisting of birth and 
death) (Mundakopanishad, 3/2/1). 


(56) EAA SATA: PAA ART: NS | 
d adi Gad: We SINT Gar: weHarewsr 1 eA 3/2/4) 


samprapyainamrsayo jfianatrptah krtatmano vitaragah prasantah / 
te sarvagam sarvatah prapya dhira yuktatmanah sarvamevavisanti // (Mundkak 
Upanisad, 3/2/5) 


weder amufm xe sik faye ATT ae xod Su TMA at YU wt a Wr cl 
aa à qg ud wae a smd ŠI STI STD d KES (up d A su ēd e ud 
SH us qur AWS mus su une À wfss d sm dl (qvem 2/3/45) 
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The self-realised, enlightened, wise and intelligent sages/seers who are totally 
dispassionate towards and detached from this mundane world, and who have uncorrupt 
and pure inner-self, are able to attain that supreme Brahm. This they do by means of 
Gyan or the acquisition of truthful knowledge about the absolute and irrefutable Reality. 
As a consequence, they become absolutely calm, peaceful, serene and tranquil as well as 
contented and satisfied. Having established oneness between themselves and the Supreme 
Being (Brahm), such wise, erudite and sagacious persons obtain (imbibe, accept, absorve) 
the supreme Truth and Reality from all the directions. They merge with the latter as a 
result (1.e. there is no distinction between them and Brahm which is the supreme Truth 
and Reality) (Mundakopanishad, 3/2/5). 


(57) IRAN: i mdp RE: emu querer Fer Fede |i 
THY WX: EN caress ws cup QU ser Wed Saas T TS |i 
(mamie 2/3/9—C) 


endriyebhyayah param mano manasah sattvamuttamam / 

sattvādadhi mahanatma mahato'vyaktamuttamam // 

avyaktattu parah puruso vyāpakē'lihga eva ca / 

yam jfiatva mucyate janturamrtatvam ca gacchati // (Katha Upanisad, 2/3/7-8) 


saat om Gm 2, M Gp gs ms v, gf d TER sme AS è, sam U YG YA 
(sit sre 2) 8S $1 qo wea Gps cune si afer quu € feat aa sila 
Sat A Aw xp e an aya weg STH HERD mp VIA D SUD 21 ($a 2/3/'9—c) 


The mind is superior to the sensory organs; the intellect is superior to the mind; the 
Atma/soul is superior to the intellect; the unmanifest (primordial Nature) is superior to 
Atma; the all-pervading and neutral-gendered Being is superior to the primordial Nature. 
The creature attains deliverance from sorrows and troubles, besides achieving 
emancipation and salvation on realising this Absolute Truth (Kathopanishad, 2/3/7-8). 


(58) Gal Gs SAT GAT ASA Me Pr | STD Weis Maca Ta A97 || 
(mami 2/3/2%) 


yada sarvē pramucyante kama ye'sya hrdi Sritah / 
atha martyo'mrto bhavatyatra brahma samasnutē // (Katha Upanisad, 2/3/14) 


wa su fas & ea d femp ous gm ge at ord S da ae UU VE Hg SUO 
A Wr St Sat S sī sat WAR A epp STIUS Gum ZI (mamme 2/3/2w) 
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When all desires and yearnings inside the heart and mind of a wise person are destroyed, 
he becomes eternal though apparently he appears to die a physical death, and he 
experiences the supreme Brahm while still living in his body (i.e. while still he is alive) 
(Kathopanishad, 2/3/14). 


(59) Ger wd würd were erg: | BIT Acai Waa di 
(Harare 2/3/24) 


yada sarve prabhiddyante hrdayasyéha granthayah / 
atha martyo'mrto bhavatyétavaddhyanusasanam // (Katha Upanisad, 2/3/15) 


wa web ga vier d zu fase ot owed gl fuf zz mdi $ ds dz AT VIA a 
AAT EU ST Mea Pg mdr da o qug sue e, als aa (maf e 2/3/24) 


When all the knots present in the heart of a wise, enlightened and intelligent person are 
broken (or untied), he becomes an image or an embodiment of Amrit (the elixir of eternal 
life—i.e. he becomes synonymous with the supreme Brahma) though he is an ordinary 
mortal. [That is, he becomes immortal inspite of the fact that all creatures are apparently 
and outwardly mortal.] This is the essential teaching of the Vedas, it is the essence of all 
that they teach, and there is really nothing more than it (Kathopanishad, 2/3/15). 


(60) IN TA: RICA: US Test Iu [TERT | 
aa fas arene fram: weet qeu ferma |1 (gus 3/2/C) 


yatha naddyah syandamanah samudrē'stam gacchanti nāmarupē vihaya / 
tatha vidvan nāmarūpād vimuktah paratparam purusamupaiti divyam // 
(Mundkak Upanisad, 3/2/8) 


fra VaR wet ee safest Hey at Sisax uua d mom ok a ord È sd own 
effe Aa ET a fep ener fas yeu wen fees waa a MA A | 
eN 2/3/42) 


Even as flowing rivers merge into the ocean leaving behind no trace of their earlier 
names, shapes, forms and characteristics, a wise, erudite, sagacious, enlightened and self- 
realised person becomes free from the fetters shackling him to ‘Avidya’ (i.e. ignorance, 
delusions, falsehoods, misconceptions etc.) and, as a consequence, he identifies himself 
with the eternal, infinite, absolute and Supreme Being (Brahm) who is glorious, 
magnificent, stupendous and divine (Mundakopanishad, 3/2/8). 
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(61) wer agt TATA UH BT TST C WU | 
qure dsqusufer MTT YG rad SNNT 11 (HATTA 2/3/23) 


eko vašī sarvabhütantaratma ekam rüpam bahudha yah karoti / 
tamatmastham yē'nupasyanti dhirastesam sukham sāšvatam netaresam // 
(Katha Upanisad, 2/2/12) 


St Up, Val 3TT DH Wad GTOT, Fa Whar Ht sree, TT sa UH wT Gp cl 
aM Sat H sme mum 8— Sa ses p at faaaigen enrf gis cd fea ct iud È 
sa Ht maa Ge at wits eet e, qub wr aah Garay 2/2/22) 


That which is one and unique, that which keeps all under its leash/control/spell, that 
which is the Atma (essence, soul) of all, and that which manifests (i.e. extends) itself into 
the myriad shapes of all that exists— the wise, intelligent and patient persons who 
observe (realise) that supreme entity (Brahm) in their mind and intellect are the ones who 
attain eternal, absolute, supreme and infinite beatitude, bliss and happiness; no one else 
(Kathopanishad, 2/2/12). 


(62) TAT UTI MTT YS vad AIT 11 (aaa Sue 4/22) 


tamātmastham yē'nupašyanti dhīrāstēsām sukham šāšvatam nētarēsām // (Svetasvatar 
Upanisad, 6/12) 


saat (Fa Ht) sī GR STM sve (GTI) Ñ fü Gam è 3 Ht mma YG at 
wf efe, gad at set) (gadaas sume &/23) 


Those who see/observe that supreme entity (known as the Brahm) in their Atma/soul (i.e. 
in their inner-self) are the ones who get eternal, absolute, infinite and supreme bliss, 
happiness, beatitude and felicity. None else can get it. (Shwetashwatar Upanishad, 6/12). 


(63) xa hsa ser VINETA Tam es | (Sadama sq. 4/2) 


ya eko'varno bahudha $Saktiyogadvarnananekannihitartho dadhati // 
(Sveta$vatar Upanisad, 4/1) 


sad Howe (wu) um us savi gi web ga Wa fave 4 sip Meja Ñ ae 
quit fase ferr eat è À sae sfrers sik frac um H für $1 (agnum 
aque ¥/2) 
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'In the Upanishads, it (the Brahm) is one, attributeless and indescribable. When the same 
Brahm extends itself many-fold and in myriad of ways into hundreds and thousands of 
forms and shapes having innumerable contours, virtues and characteristics, the details of 
all this as a narration of history (or events that have taken place) and their various 
consequences are made in the Purans' (Shwetashwatar Upanishad 4/1). 


(64) The tenets of the Upanishads can be summerised as follows:- 
(a) Hēla 3 'd— prajfianam brahma 
xara RST gaz 


Enlightenment, wisdom, knowledge is Brahm. 


(b) STHTCHT. Fa—ayamatma brahma 


"Je amem a NST gaz 


This Atma (the pure conscious soul; the true ‘self’) and Brahm are one and inseparable. 
Indeed, this Atma is Brahm, and vice-versa. [Brahm is uniform, imperishable, indivisible, 
eternal and one whole entity.] 


(c) gada faafaa aftga—brahmēvēdam visvamidam varistham 


ae aryl fax anfa ga ct 


This whole world (or cosmos) is that supreme Brahm manifested in its form. 


(d) wd "GWHIcHI—sarvam yadayamātmā 


JE Ws HS wl $, emer eb 


All this and that is the Atma. [That is, anything worthwhile and worthy of knowledge in 
this creation is nothing but the Atma, the truth and the essence of life in this world. 
Verily, this Atma is pure consciousness.] 
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(e) Sr&Hd€ ud"—ahamévédam sarvam 


Y d uus 


I am all this. [Here, the word ‘I’ refers to the Atma which is pure consciousness and the 
true ‘self of an enlightened living being. | 


(f) sfaatu fafed "qu—pratibodha viditam matam 


ÀF at Él gu WD AMA SAAT GT GT È 


Every single knowledge is a knowledge of the Brahm. 


(g) PH: 19787 Ud——krtsnah prajfianaghana eva 


wrqvf wart wa dp 


It is an embodiment or a treasury of enlightenment, wisdom and truthful, eternal and 
supreme knowledge. 


(h) ferra Te—vijhanamanandam brahma 


fammi a STE Aa H a ede 


Knowledge and Bliss, enlightenment and Beatitude are synonymous with Brahm; they 
represent Brahm-realisation. 


Thus we see that the truthful knowledge of the absolute, ultimate Reality is called Gyan. 
The object of this Gyan is Brahm. The fruit is self-realisation, and this leads to tranquility 
and mental peace as well as bliss and happiness; all agitations subside. This self- 
realisation is the awareness that the ‘self? and the ‘Brahm’ are synonymous with each 
other. In essence this means that a truly self-realised person an enlightened one who 
experiences the ultimate bliss and beatitude that are the hallmarks of Brahm and the 
presence of Brahm. 
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An Anthology 


UPANISHADS DEDICATED TO LORD RAM 


And THEIR SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY 


APPENDIX 3 


Key to Transliteration and Pronunciation 


The sequence followed is the following: the Sanskrit letter or half-syllable/Matra >> the 
Roman Transliteration >> English letter with an equivalent sound >> an English word or 
phrase showing the pronunciation of the Sanskrit letter in practical usage, with the part 
corresponding to the Sanskrit being in italics for distinguishing it from the rest of the 
sound of the letters of the word or phrase. 


(A) The vowels— 
31/aAa/'A'—This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in ‘aloof, 
alone, akin’; or as in ‘a pen, a hen’. 


31 /ā Āā / ‘Aa’—This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
“master, plaster, blast’. 


$/i Ii / ‘E — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in ‘if. 


$/īlī / ‘Ee’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in ‘keel, 
knee’. 


3/uUu /‘V or ‘Oo’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as 
in *full, bull. 


$/orüUü / ‘Uw or ‘Ooo’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced 
roughly as in *boot, moon. 
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V/coTeEe /'Ae' —This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
*may, ray”. 


Č/<Tai Aiai / ‘Aye’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as 
in ‘aye, my, rye’. 


3t / To O6 /‘O’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
*oh, oracle, omega”. 


gil / or au Au au / ‘Ow’ or ‘Aou’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced 
roughly as in ‘cow, now”. 


a / Am/ ‘Ang’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
‘rung, tongue’. 


3T: / Ah / ‘Aha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in ‘aha, 
ahead’. 


* o /rR {Tr Rri/Ri R ri/ri } / ‘Ri’ —This sound is almost equivalent to and 
pronounced roughly as in ‘written’. It is formed by combining ‘ra’ + ‘1’. 


R/ TR  (oTERR RRI/ RI riri ) / ‘Rit — This sound stresses on the half-syllable ‘ri’ 
and sounds almost as in ‘wring’. It is formed by combining ‘ra’ + ‘ii’. 


@/ IL {TIR LLi / Li ) / *Lri” — It is formed by combining ‘la’ + ‘ri’. 
%/ IL CorTLLI/ LL IRR }/ ‘Lri’ — It is formed by combining ‘la’ + ‘rii’. 


(B) The consonants— 
* /kaKk//*&/qaqqa/ ‘Ka’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced 
roughly as in ‘kerb, kerchief. 


W /khaKhkh// W /khakKhkha/ ‘Kha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and 
pronounced roughly as in ‘Khaki, blockhead’. 


a / gaGg//T /ģaGgha/ ‘Ga’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and 
pronounced roughly as in *gum, gun”. 
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W / gha Gh gh / ‘Gha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as 
in "Nottingham, log-hut’. 


S /naNn { «N/N^ G na nga  / ‘Anga’ (s)—This sound is almost equivalent to and 
pronounced roughly as in ‘singer’. 
a /caCc/ 'Cha'— This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 


*church, chain”. 


G / cha Ch ch / ‘Chha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly 
as in ‘catch him, ketchup’. 


w /jaJj// a /2az/J/ ‘Ja’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced 
roughly as in ‘judge, jazz’. 


S / jha Jh jh / ‘Jha’ —This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
‘hedgehog’. 


5 /faNfi {~n/JNJ ña na } / ‘Ileya’ —This sound is almost equivalent to and 
pronounced roughly as in ‘French, trench, bench’. 
€ /taTt/ ‘Tta’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 


*taboo, ten, too”. 


S /tha Th th / ‘Tha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as 
in ‘anthill’. 


S /daDd //S / ra.D/ ‘Da’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced 
roughly as in *done, den // load, road”. 


© / dha Dh dh // € / rha .Dh / ‘Dha’ —This sound is almost equivalent to and 
pronounced roughly as in *godhood, godhead'. 


UT / na N n/ ‘Ana’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
*under, thunder'. 
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d / taTt/ ‘Ta’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
French ‘T’. 


U / tha Th th / ‘Tha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as 
in ‘thumb’. 


ā /daDd/ ‘The’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
*then, them'. 


@ / dha Dh dh / ‘Dha’— This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as 
in ‘thence, breathe’. 


a /naNn/ ‘Na’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
*not, none”. 

U /paPp/ ‘Pa’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
‘pluck, pen’. 


U / pha Ph ph // W/ faf / ‘Fa’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced 
roughly as in ‘fruit, full // further’. 


S /baBb/ ‘Ba’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
*bull, box”. 


8T / bha Bh bh / ‘Bha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as 
in ‘abhor’. 


H /maMm/ ‘Ma’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
*mother, my'. 
Tq /yaYy//Y /ya/ ‘Ya’ —This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced 


roughly as in *yard // yearn, river Yamuna'. 


X / raRr/ ‘Ra’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 


‘rung, run’. 


wv /laLl//@ /la/ ‘La’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly 
as in ‘Jong, lame // luck, Jung’. 
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d /vaVv (v/w v va wa/va ) / ‘Va’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and 
pronounced roughly as in ‘avert, vulgar’. 


9 /$a $$ (shzšasha/sa } / ‘Sha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and 
pronounced roughly as in ‘reich (German), shawl’. 


W /saSs (ShSsasha }/ ‘Sha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and 
pronounced roughly as in ‘show, shall’. 


W /saSs/ ‘Sa’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
*sun, son”. 


€ / haHh/ ‘Ha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
‘hunt, hut’. 


(C) The conjuncts— 


The following letters are formed by joining the sound of certain two letters of the 
Sanskrit consonants:- 


aT / ksa x/ksh ksha/ksha / ‘Ksha’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced 


roughly as in ‘Kshatriya’. It is formed by the combined sound of ‘ka’ + ‘chha’. [Hence, 
called ‘conjunct’.] 


a/ tra Tra Tr tr / ‘Tra’ —This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as 


in ‘triangle, tripod’. It is formed by the combined sound of ‘ta’ + ‘ra’. [Hence, called 
‘conjunct’. | 


wi / jfia / jfia / ‘Gya’ — This sound is almost equivalent to and pronounced roughly as in 
‘gymkhana’. It is formed by the combined sound of ‘ga’ + ‘ya’. [Hence, called 


*conjunct'.] 


W / Sra shr shra / ‘Shra’ — This is formed by the combined sound of ‘sha’ + ‘ra’. 
[Hence, called ‘conjunct’.] 


(D) The Sanskrit ‘Matras/Maatraas’, Syllables & Half-syllables— 


590 


Chandra Bindu: È / This produces a sound equivalent to an *anuswar'. It consists of a 
dot suspended right over a concave sign. The simplest example of this Chandra Bindu is 
in the symbol for OM: E 


Anusvara: G/ 3f [^] = mM [This is a ‘dot’ put at the top of a letter and gives it the 
sound of *m'.] 


Visarga: ©: / 3f: [h] = h H [This consists of two dots ‘:’ placed after a letter, and gives 
the effect of the sound of ‘aha’. 


Halant: | (for example t |, = t) [Halant is a slanted line placed at the bottom of a 
letter of the consonant which indicates that only its primary or basic sound is to be 
pronounced. In this instance, the letter «T , pronounced as ‘ta’, consists of two sounds, 
viz. ‘t’ + ‘a’. So, with a ‘Halant’ added to it, this letter would simply sound as ‘t’. | 


3 /OM symbol: om / OM / AUM 


2K K K K K K K 2k K 
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